
 

ENERGIZE YOUR MIND AND HEART INTO SPRING 

 
Lifelong Learning is pleased to provide a broad array of programs of 
Jewish and secular content for the coming months. On Zoom you 
can continue learning from creative and brilliant teachers from the 
comfort of your own home. 
 
The Other in Jewish Text and Tradition - The Jewish Theological 
Seminary offers a range of lectures presented by its eminent faculty 
free of charge.  To view the programs and register, go to: 
https://inspired.jtsa.edu/event/the-other-in-jewish-text-and-tradition-
registration/e318584 
 
Suggested Programs from Temple Emanuel’s Streicker Center: 
The Ghetto Girls - Tells the story of Polish women resistance fighters who risked their lives to hinder the 
Nazis as told by the granddaughter of one of these brave women.  Soon to be a motion picture by Steven 
Spielberg.  Monday, April 5 at 6:30 pm. Register at https://streicker.nyc/events/the-ghetto-girls 
 
Why Anti-Semitism in the 20th Century Is So Different - Noted scholar and speaker Michael Berenbaum 
will address a large multi-synagogue audience on this important topic via Zoom. 
Wednesday, April 7 at 7:00 pm.  Watch for Zoom information to follow. 
 
Yom HaShoah - April 8 at 7:00 pm - Toby Levy, retired accountant, will speak of her experiences as a child 
during the Holocaust.  Her recent article in the NY Times was both moving and informative.  Join our Rabbis 
and Ms. Levy as we commemorate the Shoah on the MJC Zoom account.  
 
The Book of Ruth - An eye-opening encounter with a great biblical narrative which reminds us how one 
person can life humanity.  Led by Rabbi Klein, together we will explore the biblical text in depth and come to 
understand the eternal lessons of this remarkable story.   This series is sponsored by Susan Guttman in 
memory of her beloved husband, Leslie.  Beginning Thursday, April 15, from 7:00 - 8:00 pm. 
 
Israeli Film Series - Lifelong Learning will be hosting a discussion of A Borrowed Identity. In this film Eyad, 
who grew up in an Arab town in Israel, is given the chance to go to a prestigious Jewish boarding school in 
Jerusalem. He desperately tries to fit in with his schoolmates and is isolated until Jewish classmate Naomi 
befriends him. His other lifeline is Yonatan, a wheelchair bound student who is assigned to help with 
schoolwork. Through love, friendship, tradition, and conflict, Eyad struggles to find his identity. Join us for a 
discussion led by Cheryl Uram on Wednesday, April 21 at 8:30 pm. Watch your email for instructions on how to 
access the film. 
 
Torah Yoga - The 4th session of Torah Yoga, taught by Genia Taub, will be held on April 26 at 7:30 pm. The 
theme will be Lag B’Omer.  Many congregants have appreciated the gentle, meditative practice of yoga from a 
Jewish perspective. No prior experience needed for this gentle yoga event.  Pre-register with Joanne Skop at 
chantchaz@aol.com. Zoom information will be sent to those who register. 
 
Hadassah Lieberman’s American Story - An interview with the accomplished wife of former Senator Joe 
Lieberman. She tells a compelling story of her multiple identities as an immigrant, American Jew, a working 
wife, mother, grandmother and partner to the first Jewish Vice-Presidential candidate. Thursday, April 29 at 
6:30 pm. Register at https://streicker.nyc/events/hadassah-lieberman 
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MJC Reads - You are encouraged to read the book How to Make a Life, written by Florence Kraut, the cousin 
of our own congregant, Lois Kaufman. This is an award-winning sweeping saga that follows three generations 
from the tenements of Brooklyn through WWII, from Woodstock to India, and from Spain to Israel. Ultimately, it 
is the story of a family who must learn to accept each other’s differences.  The author will be joining us for the 
discussion via Zoom on May 17 at 7:30 pm. You can purchase the book on Amazon or from a bookseller of 
your choice. 
 
Cancel Culture Through a Jewish Lens - Bari Weiss, former NY Times journalist and author, will speak 
about her experiences and what our democracy requires in a time of change.  Sunday, May 23 at 8:00 pm.  
Watch for Zoom information as that date approaches. 

 

 
 
                       

 
 
 

Ongoing Offerings 
 
 
Jewish Mindfulness - Every Monday at 7:45 pm, Rabbi Dermer and congregants lead a 15-minute 
meditation to slow down and experience a respite from busy schedules.  Just sign onto the MJC 
Zoom account for this brief pause that refreshes. 
 
Quieres Hablar Espanol? -  Tuesdays at 7:00 pm - Sharyn Kussin continues her class in Spanish 
language from the fall.  If you have sketchy Spanish from high school, this class will help refresh your 
memory for that trip to Spain or South America that you are planning for 2021-22.  To enroll, email: 
lifelonglearning@merrickjc.org.       
 
 
Zoom into the Parsha of the Week - Wednesdays at 10:00 am - Rabbi Dermer leads participants to 
new understanding of the weekly Torah portion on the MJC Zoom account.  Bring your own bagels. 
 
Improve Your Hebrew - Thursday 10:00 am (advanced) or Sunday 10:00 am (beginning and 
intermediate) -  Experienced language teacher Sharyn Kussin helps congregants learn to read and 
understand Hebrew prayers, blessings, holidays, as well as converse.  Great for parents preparing for 
their children's Bar/Bat Mitzvah or anyone interested in their Hebrew education.   To sign up, send an 
email to: lifelonglearning@merrickjc.org.   
 
Virtual Hollywood - Rich Knox continues his weekly presentations on Sunday morning at 11:00 am 
on Hollywood stars and themes, complete with video clips and interviews. You can access these 
fascinating programs by signing into a special Zoom account created for this purpose. The topic of 
the week and the log-in info is included in the Friday MJC email or contact 
lifelonglearning@merrickjc.org to be added to a dedicated email list. 
 
Virtual Zumba with Carrie Dale – One-hour sessions will be offered on a weekly basis at no cost to 
you.  Please check your daily MJC emails for scheduled dates and times and correct Zoom log in 
information. 
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