
 May Highlights
5/3
8:00 pm 92nd St. Y Broadcast:  Madeline Albright:  1937-1948: 
                  A Personal Story of Remembrance and War

5/4
6:15 pm Family Shabbat Dinner
7:15 pm Family Shabbat Worship Service with
               4th Grade Participation, Teacher
               Appreciation and RS Graduation

5/5
9:00 am Simchat Shabbat

5/6
8:00 am TBE Blood Drive

5/10
7:00 pm V is for Vagina Book Discussion
                and Signing with Dr. Alyssa Dweck

5/14
6:15 pm Parent Workshop (10th Grade)
               The College Process:  Finding Sanity
               Admist the Madness

5/16
8:00 pm 92nd St. Y Broadcast:  Elie Wiesel - 
               Return to Akeda:  Why I Love Isaac

5/18
8:00 pm Kavod Service

5/20
8:30 am Mitzvah Day

5/31
7:00 pm Documentary Film:  
               Miss Representation
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The Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester monthly bulletin is published September through June annually.

Sunday, May 20, 2012 
 8:30 am - 3:00 pm  

A day to come together as a community to do social action,
the hands-on direct work to improve people’s lives. 

It starts with a breakfast buffet and ends with a Thank You BBQ.
In between are enough activities to get everyone involved. 

8:30 am
Registration and Breakfast

9:15 am
Opening service and Moving Up Ceremony 

10:00 am – 11:00 am
Walkathon to raise funds for The Women of the Wall organization 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm
BESTY Food Drive for the Interfaith Food Pantry 

Temple Car Wash 
Visit the Food Bank for Westchester 
Gedney Park - Planting and Cleanup 

Camp Wagon Road - Painting 
White Plains Hospital prepare and deliver food and comforting gifts 

Spread some cheer - Join the Mitzvah Day Clowning Squad
as we visit Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital  

Visit Kids Kloset 
Cottage School - Planting and Softball 

Project Linus - blanket making 
Cooking for Neighbors Link  

Nursery School Activities - Craft gifts and planting 
Making toys for the animals at the Briarcliff ASPCA 

1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
Thank You BBQ

Help make a difference: We’ll see you on Mitzvah Day!

See our website for complete details: www.bethelnw.org

Jodi Falbaum
 jfalbaum@yahoo.com

Don Safferstein
dsafferstein@optonline.net

Donna Held
dheld@ctechny.com

mitzvah day falls on
the last day of school

for k-4th graders!
join us in celebrating

our students
part of tefila (opening service)

on mitzvah day

moving up ceremony
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first friday - may 4
shabbat hachinuch
(education shabbat)

5:30 pm kabbal-tot shabbat service 
6:15 pm family shabbat dinner
7:15 pm family shabbat service with 4th grade 
participation, teacher appreciation and
religious school graduation

Friday night, May 4 we will be celebrating Shabbat HaChinuch (Educa-
tion Shabbat). Please join us as we honor our teachers, madrichim and 
graduating seniors.  

This year our teaching staff consisted of the following people:  Lily Perliger, 
Janet Chester, Joni Gehebe, Jeffrey Chester, Shuli Wunder, Stacey Divack, 
David Glukh, Valerie Berman, Susan Miller, Rhoda Abzug, Laurel Romero, 
Zehava Foox, Helen Golub, Kenny Green, Russell Braman, Assaf Gleizner, 
Adam Hurst, Koby Hayon, Sarah Berman, Cantor Ellen Dreskin, Cantor 
Dana Anesi, Rabbi Joshua Davidson and Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman.  

Our madrichim for this year included the following:  Carly Cohen, 
Veronica Mishkind, and Justin Thaler.  

Mazel tov to our seniors who have studied with us for all these years.  
We wish them a wonderful future.

Sara Levy, Dana Sorkin, Becky Hamroff, Ben Silver, Carly Cohen, Hallie 
Rosenbloom, and Hannah Richman.

cost of dinner $10 per person $36/family
children under 5 - free

mail check or contact rose 238-3928 x1320  

next Date: June 1

mitzvah day - hands and voices

proceeds from the Mitzvah Day Walkathon, Car Wash & T-shirt 
sales will go to Women of the Wall, an Israeli-based organization striving to 
achieve social and legal recognition for the rights of women at the Western 
Wall to wear prayer shawls, pray and read from the Torah, collectively and 
out loud.

petitions - For each of our core Jewish values that we will address with 
our hands, we will also be bringing our voices as well. At the end of each 
event, we will ask you to sign a petition proposed by the Religious Action 
Center of Reform Judaism that will help get at the heart of attacking these 
societal issues.  Additionally, at ourBBQ, you will have the opportunity to 
sign any or all of these petitions. See our website for more detail.

mitzvah day petitions

ensure clean air protections:
oppose the train act

give immigrant students the 
chance to dream

protect lgbt students from 
harassment and bullying

urge your member of congress 
to provide safe and supportive 

homes to children

Annual Meeting
of the Congregation

May 21 at 8:00 pm

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN         MAY 2012          WWW.BETHELNW.ORG
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rabbi joshua m. davidson
Seeing the Forest for the Trees as 
Israel Turns 64

There aren’t too many things that 
truly get me down about Ameri-
can Jewish life.  You can’t be a 
rabbi if you are not inherently 
optimistic.  For example, while 
many wring their hands about 
dwindling affiliation rates, I try 
instead to look at the effluence 

of creativity in Jewish communities across the country as 
models on which to redefine synagogue engagement.  

     However, one area where it’s hard to be optimistic—one 
trend which I find deeply troubling—is the increasing 
number of American Jewish college students and young 
adults who have turned their backs on Israel.  Challenged 
by anti-Israel activists online or on campus, rather than 
choosing to speak up in defense of Israel, they allow them-
selves to be swayed by biased rhetoric.  Sometimes they are 
deceived by the names of the organizations that confront 
them—for example, the Jewish Voice for Peace.  Its name 
alone would suggest it to be an organization we would all 
embrace, but JVP’s calls for the suspension of US military 
aid to Israel and its leadership in the boycott/divestment/
sanctions (BDS) movement are dangerous to Israel’s sur-
vival.  I don’t doubt that those involved in JVP are devoted 
to peace; I do question their devotion to Israel.  

     But such deception aside, the failure really belongs to us.  
We liberal Jews are so committed to our liberalism—our 
willingness to hear and understand both sides of every 
argument—that we too often straddle the fifty-yard line in 
every debate.  And Israel’s existence is not some theoretical 
geopolitical exercise. To whom we are talking must guide 
what we are saying.

     There is one conversation we can have with those who 
understand the critical facts of Israel’s history. While the 
story of the Exodus may reside in the realm of myth, the 
Davidic monarchy dates back some three thousand years. 
In more modern times, Israeli society did not supplant a 
preexisting Arab one, rather Israel was carved out of the 
same Ottoman Empire by France and England as its neigh-
bors. In 1948, those neighbors rejected a much smaller 
Jewish state recognized by the United Nations in favor of 
a war to annihilate it. In 1967 and 1973, first preemptively 
and then responsively, Israel repelled similar efforts. At 
Camp David I Israel willingly returned land for peace. At 
Camp David II Israel was prepared to do the same, return-
ing virtually all of the West Bank. For the last decade those 
efforts have at best been stiff-armed and at worst met with 
deadly attacks on Israeli citizens. 

     With communities who understand all this we can 
talk about how Israel has not always behaved in its own 
best interest.  How its short-sighted support of settle-
ments with one hand -- even as with the other hand it was 
reaching out for peace -- has created a present reality that 
the current Israeli government or any Israeli government 
would find difficult to negotiate.  And we can acknowl-
edge how, sadly, there are those leaders within the Israel 
Defense Forces who sometimes look at operations within 
the West Bank and Gaza as a holy war to rid greater Israel 
of non-Jews.  And we can talk about how Israeli society 
still tolerates too many fundamental human rights abuses: 
the lack of recognition of liberal Jewish movements; 
a woman’s inability to pray in a tallit or read Torah at 
the Western Wall; that Israelis of Arab descent, though 
legal citizens, still lag far behind in education and social 
services.  With people who understand the facts of Israel’s 
history and our people’s struggle for survival there, we 
can talk openly and honestly about such challenges.  And 
frankly if we are committed to justice for all people we must 
talk about them.

     But with those people who do not understand the 
fundamentals of Israel’s history the conversation needs 
to begin somewhere else entirely.  And one group which 
clearly doesn’t always get it is our kids.  A few years ago
fifty of our Reform Movement’s high school and college 
students—our movement’s brightest and most passionate 
young leaders—urged the Union for Reform Judaism to 
condemn the Israel Defense Forces’ actions in Lebanon as 
morally unacceptable.  This was after Israel endured four 
thousand rocket attacks and almost one million Israelis 
were forced into bomb shelters or to escape to the south-
ern part of the country.   Sadly that war which left one 
hundred fifty Israelis dead killed eleven hundred Leba-
nese.  As Leonard Fine commented at the time, “We do 
not ration our tears” shedding none for our enemy’s fallen.  
That we have instilled in our children the faith that every 
human being—Jew or Muslim, Israeli or Arab—is created 
b’tzelem Elohim, “in God’s image,” is truly wonderful.  But 
we also must instill in them all those facts of Israel’s his-
tory that provide context for today’s Middle East.  

     And apparently our children are not the only ones lack-
ing in such knowledge.  Witness the recent deeply disturb-
ing developments within segments of the mainline Protes-
tant community.  Once again, the leadership conventions of 
two denominations—the United Methodist Church and the 
Presbyterian Church (USA)—have been and will be taking 
up calls for selective divestment from companies deemed 
supportive of Israel’s occupation of the West Bank.  That 
these proposals are being placed before the denominations’ 
leadership neither means they will be accepted, nor does it 
mean they are representative of the opinions of every
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ago. And Mr. Wallace, who through the years had been 
labeled an anti-Zionist, said something to this effect:  I feel 
for the Palestinians.  Their situation is disastrous.  They
have been betrayed by their Arab friends.  And they have 
been betrayed by their leadership.  Arafat chose never fully 
to stamp out anti-Israel rhetoric in the schools or violence 
in the streets.  Wallace, who sympathized with the Palestin-
ians, nonetheless seemed to understand the broader context 
of their suffering.  We need to make sure that other people 
do too—our non-Jewish neighbors and most importantly 
our own Jewish kids.

Rabbi Davidson will be on sabbatical
May, June and July.

(Rabbi Davidson, continued from page 3)

Methodist or Presbyterian—far from it.  But what it does 
mean is that within the leadership of these two denomina-
tions there are those who do not see the forest for the trees.

 A couple of years ago the Middle East Study Committee 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA) issued a report on the 
Israel-Palestinian conflict which called Israel’s occupa-
tion “the major obstacle to regional stability.”  A look at 
the sources cited in the report makes clear that its authors 
had interviewed predominantly one segment of the Israeli 
polity—the left.  I recognized many of the organizations 
interviewed: they are good ones, ones I often support.  But 
even I know that you can’t get the whole story if you only 
interview one-half of those involved.  In a similar vein, the 
text submitted for discussion at this month’s United Meth-
odist Church’s General Conference condemns the separa-
tion barrier making no mention of the fact that it drasti-
cally reduced the number of suicide attacks against Israel’s 
citizens. So with our non-Jewish friends too, we need to 
provide opportunities for them to hear the whole story.  

     While I am alarmed by these calls for divestment and 
the moral equivalence with which too many liberals weigh 
the actions of both sides in the conflict, I am also alarmed 
by some of the accusations emanating from organiza-
tions like JCC Watch, whose tag line is “Holding Jewish 
Communal Groups Accountable.”  Its current campaign is 
focusing on the June 3rd “Israel Day Parade” and it claims 
“UJA Federation is permitting organizations that pro-
mote boycotts, divestment and sanctions against Israel to 
participate.”  We should firmly oppose the BDS movement 
supported by organizations like Jewish Voice for Peace 
and thrust into the local spotlight by the debate that went 
on within the Park Slope Food Co-op.  But for JCC Watch 
to target the New Israel Fund which works to promote 
co-existence between Israelis of Jewish and Arab descent 
or Rabbis for Human Rights—in other words to paint all 
liberal organizations with the same brush is really libelous.  
For them to call UJA’s CEO John Ruskay an Israel-basher is 
as absurd as ZOA President Morton Klein’s attack last year 
on the Reform Movement’s new President Rabbi Richard 
Jacobs, accusing him of undermining Israel through his 
involvement with JStreet and the New Israel Fund.  There 
are many real, existential threats facing Israel today:  Iran, 
Hamas, the United Nations General Assembly, the boycott-
divestment-sanctions movement.  Let’s keep our eye on 
where the real danger lies and not weaken our ranks with 
such divisiveness.     

     Recently I was watching a tribute to the late Mike Wal-
lace on Charlie Rose. Mr. Rose was airing an excerpt of an
interview he had done with Mr. Wallace about ten years

92nd street Y
Broadcast

Thursday, May 3, 8 pm
Madeline Albright 
1937-1948: A Personal Story 
of Remembrance & War

In her new and most per-
sonal book, Prague Winter: 
A Personal Story of Remem-
brance and War, 1937-1948, 
Madeleine Albright looks at 
her family’s experiences during 
this tumultuous time in history before, during and af-
ter World War II.  In this conversation, hear Albright’s 
story along with her interviews with contemporaries 
and newly available documents about the enormously 
complex events that took place.  

Wednesday, May 16, 
8 pm
Elie Wiesel 
Return to the Akeda:
Why I Love Isaac

Don’t miss the opportunity 
to learn from Nobel Laureate 
Elie Wiesel as he shares his 
thoughts on the most time-

less and relevant Bible tale to our generation.  Dis-
cover the deeper meaning of Abraham’s near sacrifice 
of his son Isaac and the broader context of this pivotal 
tale through the enchanting stories of Wiesel.
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EXPOSES SEXISM IN THE MEDIA AND
ENCOURAGES EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEAN

The League of Women Voters of New Castle and Temple 
Beth El of Northern Westchester are co-sponsoring a

screening of the documentary, Miss Representation, on
May 31, 2012 at 7:00 pm at Temple Beth El. A discussion 
led by Martha Zornow, Seven Bridges Middle School 
Principal, will follow.
 
In a society where media is the most persuasive force 
shaping cultural norms, the collective message that our 
young women and men overwhelmingly receive is that 
a woman’s value and power lie in her youth, beauty and 
sexuality, and not in her capacity as a leader.
 
Women make up 51 percent of the U.S. population but 
only 17 percent of Congress. The film exposes how main-
stream media contribute to the under-representation of 
women in positions of power and influence in America. 

Tickets may be purchased on the temple’s website:
www.bethelnw.org

Temple Beth El and
The League of Women Voters

present to the entire community:

miss representation
documentary film

May 31 at 7:00 pm

premiered
at the 2011

sundance film festival

The Magazine for New Castle and Beyond

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester and Inside 
Chappaqua Magazine are proud to be co-sponsoring a 
talk, followed by a book-signing by Dr. ALyssa Dweck, a 
Chappaqua resident and full time practicing OB/GYN at 
Mount Kisco Medical Center. 

Dr. Dweck is the author of the new “V” is for Vagina: 
Your A-Z Guide to Periods, Piercings, Pleasures and so 
much more.” (Ulysses Press)

“V is for Vagina” by Dr. Alyssa Dweck:
Straight V-Talk, Followed by a Q & A!

Thursday, May 10 at 7:00 pm at Temple Beth El

Just in time for Mother’s Day! Men, Women, Teens, All Welcome

Everything you always wanted to know... and then some...about your vagina.

refreshments served
book signing to follow

come meet alyssa
and ask her, well, anything!

Step out for what is sure to be
a memorable evening.

E-mail communications@bethelnw.org
for more information.

temple beth el
of northern westchester
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rabbi geoffrey mitelman
The Science of Compassion – 
A Conversation with Profes-
sor David DeSteno

Compassion is a deep-seated 
value in every religious tradi-
tion. Judaism teaches that the 
world stands on Torah, on 
prayer and on acts of loving 
kindness. Christians celebrate 
the story of the Good Sa-
maritan in Luke. And a major 
reason the Dalai Lama is so 
honored is because of his Bud-

dhist teachings on compassion.

But compassion can also be studied scientifically, and one 
of the foremost researchers on compassion is Professor 
David DeSteno, author of the book Out Of Character: 
Surprising Truths About the Liar, Cheat, Sinner (and Saint) 
Lurking in All of Us and the director of the Social Emo-
tions Lab at Northeastern University.

On Sunday, April 15th, Professor DeSteno spoke about the 
science of compassion. I had an opportunity to ask him 
some questions about how the science of compassion can 
inform our religious and ethical outlooks:

GM: Does religion foster or hinder our ability to be com-
passionate?

DD: It’s a trickier question than one might think. There’s 
been a debate going on in psychological science for the 
past decade about the nature of morality. Do our moral 
sentiments spring from innate intuitions (e.g., ubiquitous 
evolved responses) or from conscious dictates (e.g., reli-
gious doctrines, ethical principles). There’s data to support 
both sides, and therein lies the reason for the ongoing 
debate. It’s not simply one or the other. It is true that 
the challenges of human social life, among which is the 
question of when to feel compassion and act altruistically, 
have existed for much longer than we’ve had the cognitive 
wherewithal to engage in rational analysis. So, it makes 
good sense that we have moral intuitions that automati-
cally guide our actions. We never would have made it out 
of the “ancestral savannah” if we didn’t.

Of course, the more recent ability of the human mind to 
engage in abstract reasoning opened up additional ways 
for us to embrace (or avoid) ethical actions. The result is 
that we’re of two minds — an intuitive one and a delibera-
tive one. The trick is to realize that they’re both attempting

to solve the same problem — how to navigate the social
world optimally. Neither “mind” is more moral than the 
other, and that’s the most important fact to understand in 
learning how to live more ethically. You can’t always trust 
your intuitions or your rational mind. Both are capable of 
leading you astray.

When it comes to compassion, I think we can all agree 
that most religions embrace the view that compassion 
is a virtue and that we should help those in need. So, at 
a conscious level, I think religion works to increase the 
likelihood that we will help others. However, religion also 
functions as a social category; it can divide us into “us” 
and “them,” into believers and nonbelievers.

What we know from our own research is that, on the in-
tuitive level at least, how much compassion we feel for oth-
ers is a direct function of how similar we feel to them. For 
example, our work has shown that simply having people 
wear similar color wristbands to denote their membership 
in a recently created “team” alters the levels of compassion 
they feel for each other. When one individual is harmed, 
the level of compassion another feels for him is modulated 
up or down depending on whether the victim is wearing 
the same color wristband.

Consequently, we have to be aware that while our reli-
gious beliefs may be urging us to act compassionately, our 
religious identities may be introducing an asymmetry into 
our responses. We may feel the pain of our brethren more 
and the pain of others less.

An interesting fact here can be seen in some traditions of 
Buddhist meditation. A basic technique of compassion 
meditation is to realize that all beings are equally similar. 
That technique is quite congruent with our findings. The 
more the mind automatically comes to see all beings as 
alike, the more ready it is to feel compassion equally for all 
in pain.

GM: What situations most bring out our compassion? 
What situations bring it out the least?

DD: As I’ve hinted at above, the level of compassion we 
feel for others is greatly influenced by whether we see our-
selves in them. If you think about it, it makes great sense 
biologically. Feeling compassion usually motivates us to 
act to help others, often at a cost to ourselves. If a person 
were moved to feel compassion for everyone in every 
instance, it could become paralyzing. That person would 
experience constant sorrow and utilize all of her or his 
resources to help others. Now, this might be a noble goal, 
but in terms of evolutionary logic, it’s anathema.
    (continued on page 7)

6



TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN         MAY 2012          WWW.BETHELNW.ORG

cantor dana anesi
In the Torah we read this 
brief narrative in Genesis 
35:28-29:

 “The years of Isaac’s life came 
to 180. Isaac breathed his last 
and died; he was gathered 
to his people old and full of 
years; and his sons Esau and 
Jacob buried him.”

Reading just these brief verses, our text appears to relate 
the end of a long life, well-lived; a family joined in a sweet 
farewell to its patriarch. But it tells us nothing about the 
emotions of Esau and Jacob at this moment— or, even of
Isaac, as he was dying. And if we were to go further back

social capital. We’re a social species at heart. We depend
on others to flourish. Consequently, we have to possess 
emotional responses that enhance prosocial actions and 
not just ones that are aimed at selfish pleasure or competi-
tion and aggression.

In Judaism, compassion is not primarily a feeling — it is 
an action. “Just as God is compassionate, we should be 
compassionate. Just as God clothed the naked (by making 
clothes for Adam), we should clothe the naked. Just as 
God visited the sick (by going to see Abraham after he 
was circumcised), we should visit the sick. Just as God 
comforted mourners (by speaking to Isaac after his father 
died), we should comfort mourners. Just as God buried 
the dead (by burying Moses), we should bury the dead.” 
(Sotah 14a)

As DeSteno noted, there often is tension between our 
religious beliefs and our religious identities — between our 
religious teachings that tell us to be compassionate to all 
people, and the way religious groups can create an “us” 
and “them” mentality.

But “who we are” is very much “what we do.” If we act 
compassionately, we begin to view ourselves as “compas-
sionate people.” Our sense of identity arises not only from 
the group we associate with, but from the actions we take.

So when we think about using religion to foster compas-
sion, then, the focus should not be on how we strengthen 
our sense of identity — that simply reinforces divisiveness. 
Instead, as DeSteno’s research on science of compassion 
shows, we should aim to strengthen our values, to think 
about how we behave, and to consciously expand how we 
can “see ourselves” in others.

(Rabbi Mitelman, continued from page 6)

Consequently, the intuitive mind makes us feel more 
compassion for those with whom we share some affili-
ation. Of course, that affiliation can take many different 
forms — familial, team membership, or group-based 
identities along various social dimensions (e.g., vegetarians).

In short, it’s not just the nature of the tragedy that makes 
us feel compassion; it’s also whether the victim is likely 
to help us in the future. No one would be surprised 
that an American soldier would feel more compassion 
for a wounded comrade than for a Taliban fighter who 
sustained the same injury. But this phenomenon of 
relativism is so deeply ingrained in the mind that we find 
the same asymmetry simply due to mirroring another’s 
movements. If you tap your hands in time with a person 
right before they are victimized, you’ll feel their pain 
more and work longer and harder to help them than if 
you didn’t tap your hands in time with them. Synchro-
nous movement, after all, is an ancient marker for joint 
purpose.

GM: What’s the relationship between compassion and 
ethical action?

DD: Compassion, like all emotions, is a feeling state that 
serves as an engine for action. Once we feel an emotion, 
it increases the likelihood that we’ll engage in certain be-
haviors (or at least makes us work harder to avoid them). 
Fear prepares us to flee. Anger prepares us for conflict. 
Compassion prepares us to support others. If you accept 
the view that emotions function to increase adaptive 
responding, then it makes great sense that humans have
a suite of emotional responses that impel them to build

in the Torah, we would read the full and complicated 
story leading up to it: that the relationships between father 
and sons; and between the two brothers were extremely 
fraught, after a history of lies and deceit; long absences 
and traumatic experiences.

Many—if not most—are fortunately able to bury parents—
without the drama and even tragedy of the full Genesis 
text. 

And over the centuries, Jewish tradition has developed 
meaningful rituals for the funeral, and for the mourning 
period; afterward, one generally goes back to functioning 
at work and with the rest of the family relatively well. But 
the loss often lingers…and just as the ribbon of k’riah is
        
                 (continued on page 8)
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Susan Cosden, Director of
Education

Janet Goldstein, Early 
Childhood Director

When God was about to 
give the Torah to Israel, 
God asked them, “Will you 
accept my Torah?” and 
they answered, “We will.” 
God said, “Give me surety 
that you will fulfill its or-
dinances..” They said, “Let 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
be our pledges.”  God an-
swered, “But the Patriarchs 
themselves need sureties.  

Did not Abraham show lack of faith; Isaac, a love for my 
foe Esau; Jacob, a want of belief in my protection?”

Then Israel said, “Our children shall be our sureties,’ God 
said, ‘Such pledges will I indeed accept.”  Immediately 
the Israelites brought their wives and their children, even 
infants and babes yet unborn.  And God gave power of 
speech even to those yet in the womb.  God said to them, 
“I am about to give the Torah to your parents, will you 
pledge yourselves that they will fulfill it?” They said, “We 
pledge ourselves.”  (Tanh. 67b)  

Judaism continues through the education of our children 
and their choosing to continue to practice Judaism.  This 
circle of Jewish education occurs because of the parents, 
the students, and the teachers.  In May we will be cele-
brating these three very important groups in our educa-
tional programs. 

Friday, May 4, we celebrate Shabbat HaChinuch (Edu-
cation Shabbat).  During the service we will honor our 
dedicated seniors who have chosen to continue their 
Jewish education past becoming bar/bat mitzvah and 
past confirmation.  These students and their parents have 
stated through their actions that Jewish education
          (continued on page  9)

We are nearing the end of 
this school year. It flew by 
so quickly. We are look-
ing forward to the warm 
weather and the children 
being outside enjoying the 
playground.

Our four-year-old children 
will take their class trip 

to Muscoot Farm where they will take a tour of the farm 
and enjoy a hayride. This has always been a favorite of our 
four-year-old classes. 

The children in the four-year-old program will begin to 
prepare for graduation. They will learn songs, due art that 
will be displayed on graduation day. They will also make 
memory books that will detail their experience in their 
classroom this year.

There is a mini-camp beginning June 11 through June 
22.  It will run from 9:15 am to 1:00 pm Monday through 
Fridays. If you are interested in attending this camp please 
submit your application and check made out to Temple 
Beth El to the Nursery School office.

I want to thank all the parents that helped out and volun-
teered their time at our events this year.

Your hard work was greatly appreciated. The parents help 
to make this school a great one. Your participation has 
made the school a fun, exciting environment.

(Cantor Anesi, continued from page 7)

cut right before the chapel or graveside service, signifying a tear in one’s heart—and indeed, in one’s world—the initial 
months following can carry frequent, and painful reminders of that tear. And if the relationship was complex or dif-
ficult, mourning is often more complicated as well.

Sadly, a rather large number of our members have experienced the death of a parent in the last 6-8 months. Therefore, I 
will be leading a 3-session bereavement group for those who would like some additional support from Temple Beth El, 
and might benefit from sharing their grief journey with others. We’ll look at some Jewish sources, as well as those from 
contemporary psychology—but mostly, we’ll just talk. The group will be meeting on Wednesday May 23, 30 and June 6, 
from 8pm to 9:15pm, and I hope to see some of you there. 

Please feel free to get in touch with any questions.
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(Susan Cosden, continued from page 8)

is a life-long pursuit done in community, in our case with 
Rabbi Mitelman, their classmates and friends.  Our sen-
iors not only have studied together but also have added 
to our program by making announcements and leading 
birkat hamazon at dinner, leading a teen listening cam-
paign and at times leading our teen tefila.  I thank them 
for their dedication and enthusiasm.  

In addition to honoring our seniors, we also honor on 
May 4 our teachers and madrichim.  Our teaching staff 
shared not only words of Torah with our students but 
modeled living Torah to our students.  They gave from 
their hearts to help our students share their passion for 
Judaism.  I thank them for their hard work, their mod-
eling of life-long learning as we studied together regularly, 
and all the extra hours they spent preparing materials for 
their students.  

On Tuesday, May 15 and Thursday, May 17 we say fare-
well for the summer to our Tuesday third graders and 
our fifth and sixth graders.  Each program will end with a 
siyyum (wrap-up) or aliyah ceremony (advancement cer-
emony to the next grade).  We will celebrate our students’ 
and their parents’ dedication to Jewish education and 
look forward to their return in the fall.  

On Sunday, May 20 we invite our families to join us as we 
end our school year for our kindergarten through fourth 
graders and celebrate Mitzvah Day.  The program will also 
include their aliyot ceremonies (advancement ceremonies 
to the next grade).  All students are expected to have at 
least one parent or grandparent with them at the pro-
gram.  

On Monday, May 21 immediately before the annual board 
meeting at 7:15 our seventh graders invite the entire 
religious school and congregational family to join them 
as they present what Judaism means to them at home, at 
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester, and in the larger 
world.  

After studying about Shavuot, we hope you will join us on 
Saturday, May 26 for erev Shavuot services.  This will be 
the last event of the month celebrating the dedication of 
our youth and their parents to life-long Jewish education 
as we celebrate receiving the Torah again.  The final event 
of the school year, however, will be Friday, June 8 when 
we celebrate the confirmation of our tenth graders to their 
Jewish education and living a Jewish life.  

As we conclude another school year together,  I would 
like to thank everyone who has dedicated themselves 
to continuing the promise at Sinai – the promise of our 
children studying and living Torah.  I would like to thank 
the parents for entrusting us to be your partners in raising 
Jewish children and young adults.  I would like to thank 
the students who made every day exciting and taught me 
new insights into Torah, God, and mitzvot.  I look forward 
to continuing our studies together.  I would like to thank 
the teachers who brought Torah to life and who welcomed 
me so graciously.  I would like to thank the religious 
school committee and its subcommittees, its chair, Rhonda 
Regan, and the Vice President of Education, Stacey Divack, 
for your dedication to our youth and to the pursuit of 
excellence in education.  

I would like to thank the board of trustees for your sup-
port and demonstration of how valued education is at 
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester.  I would like 
to thank Deborah Ross without whom the school would 
not run so smoothly.  I would like to thank the custodial 
staff under the exceptional leadership of Greg who makes 
sure everything happens on schedule even when thrown 
several new programs on the same day.  I would like to 
thank the office staff and Genn Kelly for their administra-
tive support.  I would like to thank Janet Goldstein for her 
partnership in educating the youth of our congregation.  
Finally, I would like to thank the clergy: Rabbi Davidson, 
Rabbi Mitelman, Cantor Anesi and Cantor Dreskin for 
their support, their engagement in and their dedication to 
life-long Jewish education. 
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simchat shabbat
the joy of shabbat 

Led by Cantor Ellen Dreskin

saturday, may 5 at 9:00 am
A special shabbat musical service,

which occurs once a month
from 9:00 to 9:45 am

for children and adults
with developmental disabilities

and their families.    

next date: june 2                   
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Religious School Highlights
may 2012

Friday, May 4 - Yom HaChinuch
Shabbat service honoring our seniors graduating religious school, our madrichim 

(teacher’s aides), and our teachers.

Sunday, May 6 - Regular RS Session

Tuesday, May 15 - Last Day of RS for Tuesday, 3rd Graders

Thursday, May 17 - Last Day of RS for 5th & 6th Graders

Sunday, May 20 - Mitzvah Day & Last Day of RS for Kindergarten-4th Graders

Monday, May 21 - Last Day for 7th Graders

On Sunday, March 25 our congregational family came 
together for the final celebration of the consecration of 
our Campus for Living Judaism.  In addition to creating a 
mural that will soon appear in the religious school wing, 
making mezuzot, and cooking, our families created songs, 
cheers and skits celebrating the original story of Beth El 
and Jacob’s dream and our new Beth El campus.  Below is 
one song and two of the cheers.

Give me a T-E-M-P-L-E-B-E-T-H-E-L;
What does that spell?  Temple Beth El!
T is for terrific
E is for educational
M is for modern
P is for participation
L is for learning
E is for eating

B is for beautiful and bigger
E is for elegant
T is for Torah
H is for hamantaschen we have here on Purim

E is for extremely everything
L is for Love

We are proud of our new Temple Beth El.

Written by: Bruce and Noah Falbaum; Irwin, Adam and Sami Nack; Toby and Paul Dorfman; 
Jamie, Bat, Ben and Stephanie Lederman; Joni Gehebe; Laura Copel and Cantor Anesi Cantor Anesi 

Here’s to the brand new modern school
It is now our grand holy schul
With each other we celebrate
Jewish traditions that are great
We learn prayers in English and Hebrew
We are proud to be TBE’s Jews
Temple Beth El is our home
All together, not alone
Justin, Joshua, Valerie, Irene,
Maya, Barbara, Heidi, Ilene
Max and Sam, make up the crew
We are one big group of Jews

To the Tune of “Our Hose” by CS & N
God’s house is a very, very fine house
With families in the yard
The building’s come so far!
Since Jacob dreamed of ladders to the stars

Beth El is a very, very, very proud house
With lots of space to grow
Our learning we can show
Everything is beautiful, you know!!!

La, la . . . 

Celebrating Temple Beth El
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don’t miss...
A beautiful, poignant theatrical reading at Temple Beth El:

Stories from the Fringe: Women Rabbis, Revealed!
A production of Jewish Women’s Theater

Sunday, June 10 at 5:00 PM
Direct from the West Coast, where it debuted to sold-out audiences,

comes this touching and intimate piece revealing the unique journeys of
18 women that brought them to the rabbinate.

Further described as
“Finding holy moments in love, 

God and a fabulous pair of shoes,” 
it will instill in our extended family of women

indescribable feelings of wholeness and joy.
The timing coincides with the 40th anniversary

of the ordination of the first woman rabbi.

Ticket price of $36 ($28 for Juniors under 18 and Seniors 65+)
price of admission includes wine and cheese prior to the play.

For a preview go to: http://www.jewishwomenstheater.org/?page_id=2111

For more information, contact Meryl Adler at meryl47@aol.com

Reservation Form
 “Stories From the Fringe: Women Rabbis, Revealed!”

Please make your check payable to Temple Beth El, and mail to
Temple Beth El at 220 S. Bedford Road, Chappaqua, NY 10514

Please note Stories from the Fringe in the memo section.

To make your reservation via credit card, please visit
our website at www.bethelnw.org.

Name: ______________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________

______ Regular admission(s) @ $36 ea. = ________
______ Junior (18 & under) admission(s) @ $28 ea. = ________
______ Senior (65+) admission(s) @ $28 ea. = ________

Total Enclosed: ____________ 

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN         MAY 2012          WWW.BETHELNW.ORG
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Knitzvah Corps
wednesday, may 16

Knitzvah Corps meetings have returned to the temple.
We will generally be meeting the 3rd Wednesday

of the month from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. 

We welcome all who knit or who want to learn.

For more information, contact Hilary Kent
hilaryk13@gmail.com or 238-9793 tzedakah

westchester
jewish community 

service

The tzedakah for May, June, July is Westchester  Jew-
ish Community Services. WJCS has been a leader 
in mental health, home health care, developmental 
disabilities and human services since 1943, serving all 
people wholive or work in Westchester. It is dedicated 
to helping people of all ages cope with emotional, 
cognitive, environmental, physical, social and educa-
tional challenges.

Susan Pecker
to Receive Julian Y. Bernstein 

Award

On Wednesday, May 16, Susan Pecker will receive 
the Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Award.   
Susan, along with 17 other volunteers will be honored 
at the Westchester Jewish Council’s annual meeting.  
Each year WJC recognizes 18 volunteers from among 
its member organizations whose dedication strength-
ens the community.

Thanks
       to the generosity of Temple Beth El’s Sisterhood 
our sanctuary is equipped with an infrared sound sys-
tem which will enable those with difficulty hearing to 
have personal amplification through the use of an in-
dividual receiver.  You do not need a hearing aid for 
these units to be of assistance.  The units are available 
at the entrance to the sanctuary fifteen minutes before 
services begin.

The Tikkun Olam Council is our congregation’s catalyst 
for seeking social and economic justice. Consistent with 
the Torah’s moral teachings, we are committed to engag-
ing in acts of tzedakah in order to relieve suffering, in-
equity, and misunderstanding in our local, national, and 
global communities.  We seek others who are similarly 
situated in doing mitzvot to join us in our mission and 
to share their ideas for bettering the world.

Each month we collect tzedakah for a meaningful char-
ity.  Announced from the bimah at the conclusion of 
services and listed in our service sheet, we hope you will 
support our efforts to meet the needs of those organiza-
tions which we support.  The tzedakah box is located at 
the front of the synagogue. Please give as you see fit.

For further information about the TOC and how you can 
become involved, please contact Sheila Schneiderman 
(sheilasyogi@aol.com), Brenda Haas (brendaphaas@
yahoo.com), or Matthew Cantor (cantorjm2@aol.com).

  T
IKKUN OLAM
COUNCIL

For those who have
lost parents over the last

6-8 months:

We invite you to a bereavement group, led by Cantor 
Anesi, meeting on 3 consecutive Wednesdays: May 23, 
May 30 and June 6, at 8:00 pm. If you have any ques-
tions, please be in touch with Cantor Anesi: danesi@
bethelnw.org or 914-238-3928. See details on page 8.

Get in the MIX at
temple beth el!

TBE invites your ideas, leadership and participa-
tion in new, member-initiated activities and events. 
Book clubs, yoga, gardening, computers, college 
advising, crafts, photography, film club. . .you name 
it!
Contact Karen Silver at kmsilver@optonline.net 
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our joys, our sorrows

To Our
Oneg Sponsors:

Cheryl & Alexander Ehrlich
Deborah & Peter Frankel
Barbara & Sergio Marano

Elyse Moskowitz
Laurie Hess & Peter Mozarsky

Gloria Narvaez-Newman
Rhonda & Ken Regan

Tributes From 2/9/2012 to 3/7/2012 

Betty & Jack Bader Adult Education Fund 
Dr. Matthew & Dr. Karen Weissler in honor of 
Michael Jacob Weissler
Robert & Bobbi Reitzes in honor of our Grand-
son, Marlon George Reitzes
Dick & Lucille Goldsmith in memory of Ger-
trude Goldsmith

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff

Capital Campaign Tributes 
Phyllis Kirshner in honor of Harry Cohen, Bill 
Pollak, David Ruzow and Steve Alder, For Your 
Vision”
Theodore & Cora Ginsberg in memory of Emil 
Holland
Bruce Rick Sandler in memory of My mother, 
Miriam Sandler

Caring Community Fund 
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff
Robert & Stephanie Klein in memory of Eleanor 
Levin
Gene & Tobi Nadel in memory of Eda Geringer

Chai Funds 
Steve & Phyllis Biren in honor of Bill Pollak
Steve & Phyllis Biren in honor of David Ruzow
Steve & Phyllis Biren in honor of Harry Cohen
Steve & Phyllis Biren in honor of Steve Adler 

Temple Beth El Endowment Fund 
Libbie Poppick in honor of Janet Levy
 
Flower Fund 
Bruce & Doria Bachenheimer in memory of 
Anita Bachenheimer
Doris & John Baldwin in memory of Louis 
Tobin
Barbara & Jeffrey Becker and Family in memory 
of Fred Becker
Roberta Bengelsdorf & Family in memory of 
Anne Allen

                (continued on page 14)

Alison Abrams
Olivia Akin
Jack Barron
Sophie Bass
Lauren Bergstein
Samantha Bernstein
Nicole Besen
Riley Bresner
Sam Brickman
Jake Capelli
Carly Cohen
Joshua Cole
Chelsea Cook
Allyson Dinhofer
Avery Duran
Jessica Falbaum
Benjamin Fine
Aerin Frankel
Jarrod Gerstein
Amanda Glasser
Amy Glazer
Jake Goldberg

Meryl Adler
on the death of her stepfather, Richard Tumpowsky, on April 13

Richard Haftel
on the death of his wife, Karen Silverman Haftel, on April 9

Helene Ocko
on the death of her father, Martin Goldberg on April 2

Philip Rosen
on the death of his mother, Anna Rosen, on March 23

For everything there is a season,
and a time to every purpose under heaven.

- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -

 C
ONDOLENCES

    
BIRTHDAYS

SP
ECIAL THANKS

  R
ECENT GIFTS
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Bryce Goldfarb
Alyx Goldstein
Jillian Gordon
Georgia Green
Gabrielle Greenberg
Dylan Greenwald
Veronika Guida
Douglas Gursha
Alex Handler
Emily Irgang
Andrea  Jameson
Gabrielle Kahn
Alexis Klein
Cutler Klein
Megan Klein
Drew Kreisler
Drew Kreisler
Kaia Laden
Charlotte Lerner
Caroline Lerner
Cooper Lynch
Eleanor Lynch

Nicole Medway
Emma Meisel
Jacob Mikesell
Daniel Notis
Zoe Nusbaum
Ariel Potashner
Theodore Rader
Samantha Regan
Jonathan Richman
Katherine Rosenberg
Avery Rothstein
Joshua Samberg
Danielle Samberg
Sophie Sarrett
Dylan Satow
Ari Silver
Marc Stern
Jaret Stillman
Jordan Troob
Katie Weiss
Samuel Wlody
Matthew Zandi
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In Times of Sadness and in Times of Joy,
Please Keep Us Informed!

It is always a pleasure to hear good news from our temple mem-
bers and to share joys.  Often it helps to share problems or ill-
nesses, too.  Our Rabbis, Cantor, and Caring Community Com-
mittee want to respond to the needs of our congregants.  Please 
let us know if you, or some other temple member, might be 
helped by a visit or telephone call.  Many people assume that ev-
eryone knows, but a note or call to the temple office, at 238-3928, 
will get the message to our clergy.

May 1-5 
Max Allen
Alan I. Cohen
Evelyn Cohen
Samuel Elman
Evelyn Frisch
Leonard Greenberg
Lottie Katzman
Florence Klein
Betsy Levinson
David Mayer
Maurice Poster
Perry Remen
Charles Sol Rubin
Sidney Sauerhaft
Noah Trustman
Ann Wainer
Sylvia Waldman

May 6-12 
Bess Berkowitz
Rose Cohen
Jacob Falbaum
Andrea Farber
Leonard Franklin
Lipman S. Gerber
Emanuel Ginsburg
Marcia Greenwald
David Greenwald
Marjorie Gutman
Renee Itzkowitz
Samuel Kass
Irving Kathman
Irving Mann
Audrey Michaels
Eva Miller
Ira Potashner
Mannie Ray
Rose Reisner
Irving Rosanes
Thomas K. Saltzman
Al Saul
Samuel Schnitzer
Rhoda Dwork
   Sillins
Abraham Singer
George Stabler
Bernard Weiler
Audrey Winer
Jack Wishny
Alexander Zamshnick

YAHRZEITS
Isaac Fuchs
Florence S. Gordon
Mary Green
Edna Guinzburg
Madeline Hecklinski
Robert Held
Everett Kabalkin
Max Kaye
Leonard Kirsch
Fanny  Levison
Jeanette Moskowitz
Clara Overbo
Miriam Passerman
Tillie Rosen
Bernard Sandler
Jay Schlackman
David Spielman
Marth Storch
   Jacob
Rose A. Tauber
Helen Weigle
Milton Weinreb
Samuel G. Weisman
 
May 27-31 
Thomas Aczel
Adell Agatston
Jacob Bass
Eugene D. Berlind
Irving H. Biren
Clara Brauner
Ethel Brody
Samuel C. Cohen
Cathy Cranston
Sylvia Glazer
Saul Grossbard
Louis Jacobs
Sally Katz
Gisele Klagsbrun
Joseph Levy
Paul & Fannie Opal
William Jerome
   Rabin
Vera Rosenzweig
Ruth Saltzman
Fanny Vielie

(Recent Gifts, continued from page 13)

Adele & Joseph Browdy and Family in memory of  
   Miriam Safro
Debra & Jeffrey Geller in memory of Minnie Marron
Mike & Marge Grunebaum in memory of Gabriele 
   Grunebaum
Mike & Marge Grunebaum in memory of Elaine 
Bleetstein
Rachel & Benjamin Rosin in memory of Henrietta 
   Treitelman
Bob Ross in memory of Charles Ross
Nancy & Allan Rothman in memory of Irving 
   Eisenberg
Ruth & Elkin Simson in memory of Martha Salomon

Gregory Altman Music & Arts Fund 
Victor & Suzanne Rosenzweig in honor of Stephanie
    & Drew Novick
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff
Dovia Lerrick in memory of Barbara Levy
Gene & Tobi Nadel in memory of Barbara Levy
Victor & Suzanne Rosenzweig in memory of Dora 
   Rosenzweig

Israel Action Special Fund 
Barbara & Jeffrey Becker and Family in memory of 
   Fred Becker

Memorial Plaque Fund 
Bruce Rick Sandler in memory of My mother, 
Miriam Sandler

Oneg Shabbat 
Toby & Steven Radwan in honor of Jamie & Greg’s 
   Wedding

Prayer Book Fund 
The Cooper Family, Ellen, Andy, Jenna & Jessie in 
   memory of Anna Figowsky

       (continued on page 15)

Yahrzeit - a year’s time - is the anniversary of the death of a dear one.  In the temple, it is 
symbolized by reading the names of the loved ones and the recitation of the Kaddish.  Our tem-
ple office will remind you of Yahrzeit, following the Jewish or the solar calendar, as you prefer.  
As so often in Jewish life, we mark a Yahrzeit by giving tzedakah in the name of our beloved.

At home, a 24-hour light is kindled on the eve of Yahrzeit. The family may gather at 
dusk, and say: At this moment, in memory of our beloved, we join hands in love and 
remembrance.  A link has been broken in the chain that has bound us together, yet strong 
bonds of home and love hold us each together.  We give thanks for the blessing of life, of 
companionship, and of memory.  We are grateful for the strength and faith that sustained 
us in the hour of our bereavement.  Though sorrow lingers, we have learned that love is 
stronger than death.  Though our loved one is behind our sight, we do not despair, for we 
sense our beloved in our hearts as a living presence.

May 13-19 
Harry Beckenstein
Herman Berman
William David Bleier
Stanley Breslow
Edna Clayman
Rose Cohen
Lore Wertheim Cole
Charles Ehrlich
Regina Ferencz
Ignatz Ferencz
Sandy Fishman
Mollie Ginsburg
Martin Goldberg
Ethel Harris
Israel Jerome Harris
Moshe Herzl Hocherman
Sydney Kaufman
Marilyn Keller
Howard Kolbert
Max Levy
Ronald Meiselman
Burton Pariser
Esther Pestreich
Edith Robin
Augusta Rosen
Morton Rosenthal
Arthur  Rosin
Jay Schlackman
Jacob M. Seiler
Sidney Shaw
Martin Sklar
Theodora A. Smith
David Smookler
Shumel Solomon
Ephraim Spirn
Dora Spitalny
Becky Tucker
Sondra White

May 20-26 
Gregory Altman
Morris Benzer
Frederika Borchard
Freddi Cohen
Herbert Cohn
Rose Davidoff
Jack Dorman
Bella Elbaum
Dolores Ferencz
Belle Ferentz
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(Recent Gifts, continued from page 14) 
 
Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Harry & Lori Cohen 
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff
Stu & Bobbi Coleton in memory of Larry Nemoytin
Ira Hyams in memory of Matilda Hyams
Gary & Michele Kirschenbaum in memory of Burton 
   Siedman
Robert & Bobbi Reitzes in memory of Edes Livingston

Tikkun Olam/Social Justice Fund 
Jonathan & Maxine Ferencz in memory of Anna Levine

Tributes 
Adrienne & Jerome Shiloff in memory of Helen Horowitz
 
Yom Hashoah Fund 
The Goldreich Family in memory of Abraham 
   Hirschfeld
The Goldreich Family in memory of Yitzak Goldreich
The Goldreich Family in memory of Sara Goldreich
The Goldreich Family in memory of Berish Goldreich

INTERESTED IN MIXING IT UP
IN THE TBE KITCHEN?

A new group focused on cooking/kitchen initiatives
has just launched at TBE. 
* Calling ALL BAKERS *

Contact Beth Jacobson at brjacobson@optonline.net
for information on how to get involved.

Israel Book
Series

sunday, june 10
10 – 11:30 am

Someone to Run With
by David Grossman

Book discussion will be
led by Cantor Anesi.

Come join all the other Westchester
synagogues in celebrating Israel!

For more information, contact Rabbi Mitelman 
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

www.celebrateisraelny.org

Spring Blood Drive
May 6

We will strive to maintain our current record and 
achieve even higher standards under which our Spring 
and Fall Drives have annually combined to produce 
- over 100 pints of blood a year. This can easily be ac-
complished provided that each of you will step-up and 
do your part!

Donors must be between 16 and 75 years of age. 16-year-
olds require parental premission (form is available at the 
drive). Blood donors must wait at least eight weeks between 
donations and must weigh at least 110 
pounds and, in general, be in good health.

Make your appointment today!  

Contact Stuart Berg at sberg@kelaw.com
or 914-238-5173 (email is preferred)

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester
PARENTING WORKSHOP

Monday, May 14th  6:15pm – 7pm
Open to all parents of 10th Graders

“The College Process:
Finding Sanity Amidst the Madness”

Presented by Dr. Carrie Cohen with Alan Sheptin,
College Advisor

15
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

Tuesday

9:00 AM -  NS Parent 
Conferences for 2’s 
(no school for 2’s)

9:30 AM - Yoga Class 
w/ Dani Crooker 

4:00 PM - RS 3rd 
Grade 

2

9:00 AM - Mah 
Jongg

7:30 PM - RS Com-
mittee Meeting

3

6:00 PM - B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah - 
Group 6 Session 2

7:30 PM - Branding 
Meeting

8:00 PM - 92nd St Y 
Broadcast: Madeline 
Albright: 1937-1948: 
A Personal Story of 
Remembrance & War

4

9:15 AM - Hike in 
Rockefeller Park 

5:30 PM - Kabbal-tot 
Shabbat Worship 
Service

6:15 PM - Family 
Shabbat Dinner

7:15 PM - 8:45 PM 
Shabbat Worship 
Service w/ 4th Grade 
Participation & 
Teacher Apprecia-
tion/Graduation 

5

9:00 AM - Simchat 
Shabbat

9:15 AM - AM 
Torah Study

10:30 AM - Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

6

8:00 AM - TBE Blood 
Drive

9:00 AM - RS K - 4 
Grades

10:45 AM - Junior 
Choir

1:30 PM - Westches-
ter Oratory Society 
Concert

7

3:45 PM - 5:45 PM RS 
5th & 6th Grades

8

9:30 AM - Westches-
ter Cantors Group 

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM RS 
3rd & 4th Grades

9

9:00 AM - NS Parent 
Conferences for 3’s 
(no school for 3’s)

9:30 AM - Mah 
Jongg

6:00 PM - Adult Ed 
Committee Meeting

7:30 PM - Israel
Book Group,  
“Someone to Run 
With” by David 
Grossman

10

3:45 PM - RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:00 PM - B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah - 
Group 6 Session 3

7:00 PM - Speaker 
& book signing “V 
is for Vagina; Dr. 
Dweck Talks about 
Her Book”

11

8:00 PM - Shabbat 
Worship Service

12

9:15 AM - Torah 
Study

10:30 AM - Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Bat Mitzvah 

13

9:00 AM - RS K - 4th 
Grades

14

3:45 PM - RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 PM - RS 7th 
Grade

6:15 PM - Parent 
Workshop 10th 
Grade - “The College 
Process; Finding 
Sanity Amidst the 
Madness”

8:15 PM - Finance 
Committee Meeting

15

4:00 PM - 6:00 PM RS 
3rd Grade - Last Day

16

9:30 AM - Mah Jongg 

7:30 PM - 9:30 PM 
Knitzvah Meeting

8:00 PM - 92nd St Y 
Broadcast: Elie Wiesel. 
Return to the Akeda: 
Why I Love Isaac 

17

3:45 PM - RS 5th & 6th 
Grades - Last Day

8:00 PM - Executive 
Committee Meeting

18

8:00 PM - Shabbat 
Worship Service w/ 
Kavod 

19

9:15 AM - 10:15 AM 
Torah Study

10:30 AM - Shabbat 
Worship Service with 
Bat Mitzvah of Alexis 
Moskowitz

5:00 PM - Shabbat 
Worship Service with 
Bat Mitzvah

20

Mitzvah Day

9:00 AM - RS K - 4th 
Grades - Last Day

9:15 AM -  Opening 
Service

10:00 AM - Walkathon 
Off-site

11:00 AM -  Activities

1:00 PM - Lunch
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6:00 PM - Confirma-
tion Rehearsal

6:15 PM - RS 7th 
Grade - Last Day

8:00 PM - Annual
Congregation Meet-
ing

9:00 PM - Board of 
Trustee Meeting

22 23

9:30 AM -  Mah 
Jongg 

8:00 PM - Bereave-
ment Group Meeting
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6:00 PM - B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah - 
Group 7 Session 2

7:00 PM - Cooking 
(with Maritz Hardie) 

8:00 PM - Worship 
Committee Meeting
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8:00 PM - Shabbat 
Worship Service

26

9:15 AM - Torah 
Study

10:30 AM - Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

7:15 PM - Erev 
Shavuot Service 

27

Memorial Day Week-
end – RS Closed

Shavuot

7:30 AM - Shavuot 
Morning Service w/
Yizkor

28

Memorial Day 
Weekend - NS & RS 
Closed

Building Closed

29 30

9:30 AM - Mah Jongg

8:00 PM - Bereavement 
Group Meeting

31

6:00 PM - B’nei Mitz-
vah Chavurah - Group 
7 Session 3

7:00 PM - Film: “Miss 
Representation”

16

        MAY
     2012

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester    www.bethelnw.org



TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN         MAY 2012          WWW.BETHELNW.ORG

TEMPLE BETH EL OF
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

220 South Bedford Road • Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.bethelnw.org          temple@bethelnw.org
Telephone: 914-238-3928         Religious School: 914-238-5641
Fax: 914-238-4030         Nursery School: 914-238-5735

Senior Rabbi - Joshua M. Davidson
rabbistudy@bethelnw.org

Associate Rabbi - Geoffrey A. Mitelman
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

Cantor - Dana Anesi
danesi@bethelnw.org

Assistant Cantor - Ellen Dreskin
edreskin@bethelnw.org

Executive Director - Gennifer Kelly
executivedirector@bethelnw.org

Director of Education - Susan Cosden
scosden@bethelnw.org

Early Childhood Director - Janet Goldstein
jgoldstein@bethelnw.org

 WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester welcomes all who wish 
to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all 
their forms, gays, lesbians, interfaith couples – all people regard-
less of age, sexual orientation, or financial means. In the words of 
Rabbi Davidson: “The synagogue is a kehilah kedoshah – a sacred 
community. It’s like a sukkah. A sukkah is constructed of many 
different branches woven together. So is the synagogue: the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the married and the unmarried, 
single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jew-
ish spouses. The broader the sukkah’s reach, the more tightly its 
branches are woven, the stronger it stands. So too the synagogue: 
the greater the variety of people welcomed within it, the closer 
they feel to one another, the stronger the temple stands.”

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN

Published monthly, September through June, by the congregants
of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester

Advertising:          Hedy Simpson, hgsimpson@aolcom
Bulletin Editor:       Galia Silverberg, gsilverberg@bethelnw.org
Special Guest Proof Editor:   Danna Schoenberg 

NEW TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS

1300 Life Cycle Emergency
1310 Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson (917- 439 - 6757)
1312 Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman (646 - 853 - 4421)
1316 Cantor Dana Anesi
1317 Assistant Cantor Ellen Dreskin
1321 Gennifer Kelly, Executive Director
1320 Rose Hill, Executive Assistant
1310 Jaclyn Trustman, Secretary to Rabbi Davidson
1323 Galia Silverberg, Graphic Designer
1323 Abby Hines, Communications Specialist
1322 Ann Testone, Bookkeeper
1121 Susan Cosden, Director of Education
1120 Deborah Ross, Admin. Asst. Religious School
1221 Janet Goldstein, Early Childhood Director
1220 Nancy Silver, Admin. Asst. Early Childhood
1600 Gregory Allen, Building Manager

            Cemetery information: 238-3928

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Bill Pollak
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

MT Nesters - Helen Sauerhaft
Sisterhood - Gail Schreier

Youth Group President - Sara Levy
PAST PRESIDENTS-HONORARY

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Steve Adler - Stanley Amberg - Charlene Berman

Ernest M. Grunebaum - May Rolle - Barry Meisel  - Melvin Ehrlich 
Gloria Meisel - David Ruzow

TRUSTEES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS
               Harry Cohen   President
 David Abrams  Executive Vice President
 Lisa Davis  Vice President
 Stacey Divack  Vice President
 Lisa Hamroff  Vice President
 Janet Levy  Vice President
 Susan Pecker  Vice President
 Doug Zucker  Treasurer
 Koley Corte  Assistant Treasurer
 Danna Schoenberg  Secretary

Term Expires 2012
Heidi Auerbacher
Stuart Berg
Donna Held
Rhonda Regan
Karla Shepard
    Rubinger
Forrest Sussman

Term Expires 2013
Matt Cantor
Ruth Clark
Steve Kane
Robert Klein
Karen Silver

Term Expires 2014
Richard Albert
Leslie Hinderstein
Maxine Olson-Maynard
Robert Medway
Stephanie Saltzman
Ellen Wlody

Submissions may be e-mailed to bulletin@bethelnw.org.
The submission deadline is the 5th of the month prior to the month of issue.
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KAVOD SERVICE
friday, may 18 at 8:00 pm

Time To Thank Our Volunteers
 

Each year a special service is held to thank those who 
have enhanced temple and community life by contrib-
uting their time and effort to one or more of the many 

programs held at the synagogue.

This year our Kavod Service honors those who have 
enriched the lives of individuals, both within and out-
side our temple community through these programs.

Please join us to support their efforts and
to acknowledge a job well done.
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TEMPLE BETH EL OF NORTHERN WESTCHESTER
220 South Bedford Road
Chappaqua, NY 10514

OR Current Resident

Ira Bergstein
Carly Cohen

Kathryn Goldberg
Allyson Bari-Guida

Miriam Hyams
Marc Imberman

Lisa Janis
Roberta Lasky
Dina Laurence

Jill Schachter-Levy
Sara Levy

Rand Manasse

Irwin Nack
Robin Nack

Deborah Notis
Kathy Raicht (Hirsch)

David Rolle
Diane Satenstein

Lisa Shaiken
Karin Shields
Dawn Sanders
Dana Sorkin
Craig Thaler

honorees


