
January Highlights
6
5:30 pm Kabbal-Tot Shabbat
6:15 pm Family Shabbat Dinner
7:30 pm Family Shabbat Worship Service with 6th 
Grade Participation

7
9:00 am  Simchat Shabbat

11
7:30 pm The 188th Crybaby Brigade Discussion
led by Rabbi Mitelman

13
8:00 pm Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  Shabbat Wor-
ship Service with special guests Rev. Dr. Paul Briggs and 
musical guests, the Afro-Semitic Experience

15
4:00 pm Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Observance/
Community Worship Service at Antioch Baptist Church 
in Bedford Hills

16
8:00 am Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Observance/
Educational Seminar at Antioch Baptist Church in 
Bedford Hills

18
7:30 pm Knitzvah Corps Meeting

27
8:00 pm Shabbat Worship Service with Jewish Book 
Council Author Rabbi Mary Zamore, The Sacred Table
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Shabbat Shira/Sabbath
of Contemporary Sacred Song
Friday, February 3 at 7:15 pm

the afro-semitic experience!
friday, january 13 at 8:00 pm

Rev. Dr. Paul Briggs and special musical guests, the Afro-Semitic Experience. 
Join us and friends from Antioch Baptist Church of Bedford Hills for our 10th 
annual Shabbat Service to honor the legacy of  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
 at TBE. (Learn more, page  2.)

Rev. Dr. Martin luther king jr.
Weekend

january 13, 15 & 16

And join us for Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Observances at Antioch Baptist Church, 3 Church 
Street, Beford Hills.

sunday, january 15 at 4 pm

monday, january 16
educational seminar for all ages
8:00 am Coffee/Registration
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Educational Seminar, Dialogue and Community



special guests, the afro-semitic experience
friday evening, January 13 at 8:00 pm 
The Afro-Semitic Experience is a band that is proud of its 
ability to intertwine its musical, spiritual and political mes-
sage of Unity in the Community.  Since 1998, the critically 
acclaimed duo of African-American jazz pianist Warren 
Byrd, and Jewish-American jazz bassist David Chevan have 
been giving concerts and workshops, and participating in 
worship services across the United States.  Their music is an 
intricate tapestry of their distinct cultures and heritages and 
delivers a positive and meaningful message about Black-
Jewish relations. They weave stories and music together as 
they celebrate and explain the Jewish and African-American 
sacred traditions. Their creative sources are derived from 
the rich traditions of their cultures including but not limited 
to Gospel, Klezmer, Nigunim, Spirituals, Church and Syna-
gogue songs, Bebop and Swing. Who knows what you will 
hear on January 13 at TBE! (see cover photo)

SHABBAT WORSHIP SERVICE
January 27,  8:00 pm

The Sacred Table: 
Creating a Jewish Food Ethic

Jewish Book Council Author Rabbi Mary L. 
Zamore currently serves as the Associate Rabbi 
of Temple B’nai Or of Morristown, NJ. Rabbi 

Zamore was considered to be the first Reform mashgiach when she over-
saw a New Jersey bakery from 1997 to 2001. A member of Hazon’s Jewish 
Food Educator Network, she frequently writes and teaches on a variety of 
topics including kashrut. 

The Sacred Table: Creating a Jewish Food Ethic serves up a rich dialogue 
about the intersection of Judaism and food. The historic Jewish approach 
to eating, traditionally termed kashrut, is explored, broadened and, in 
some cases, challenged within this volume. The Sacred Table celebrates 
the ideology of educated choice.

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester     220 South Bedford Road     Chappaqua, NY 10514

Office: 914.238.3928   •   Fax: 914.238.5735    •    Religious School: 914.238.5641   •    Nursery School: 914.238.5735

SIMCHAT SHABBAT
the joy of shabbat 

Led by Cantor Ellen Dreskin

SATURDAY
JANUARY 7

9:00 am

next date: february 4

A special shabbat 
musical service,

which occurs once
a month from 9:00 to 
9:45 am for children

and adults with
developmental disabilities 

and their families.                       

INSIDE THIS ISSUE...

Advertisements ............(print version only)
Beginning Years........................................... 6
Birthdays..................................................... 12
B’nei Mitzvah...............(print version only)
Calendar  ................................................... 14
Gifts............................................................. 12
Joys and Sorrows.................................. 12-13
Rabbi Davidson........................................... 3
Rabbi Mitelman ....................................... 4-5
Religious School....................................... 6-7
Religious School Calendar.......................... 7
Temple Information................................... 19
Tikkun Olam................................................ 9
Who Am I Talking To?............................ 8-9
Yahrzeits...................................................... 13

Front Cover
Afro-Semitic Experience

 Back Cover
Shabbat Shira

Sabbath of Contemporary Sacred Song

2

FIRST FRIDAY, JANUARY 6

5:30 PM        kabbal-tot shabbat
                       service

6:15 PM        family shabbat dinner              
              
7:15 PM       shabbat worship
                      service  with 6th grade  
                      participation          

cost of dinner is $10 per person,
$36/family

children under 5 are free
        

send your check to the temple
 or contact rose
238-3928 x1320 

rhill@bethelnw.org.

next date: february 3



Rabbi Davidson’s Remarks at the Dedica-
tion of Temple Beth El’s Campus of Living 
Judaism, November 20, 2011

How wonderful it is to welcome all of you:  
temple members and members of our wider 
community.  The words of the psalmist ring 
true today:  Hineh ma tov u’ma naim, shevet 
achim gam yachad, “Behold how good and 
how pleasant it is for us to be together!”  

It means a great deal to all of us from Tem-
ple Beth El to hold this dedication ceremony as we gather for our 
Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service and Celebration. Though 
we have expanded our facility into this beautiful Campus of Living 
Judaism to meet the educational and spiritual needs of our temple 
members, our duty as Jews impels us always to be actively engaged 
in the wider world and to be partners with other faith communities 
in the transformation of that world into one of freedom, equality, 
compassion, justice and hope for all peoples.  

At this season of the year, when we give thanks for the blessings 
of our lives – certainly among them the people we love, the values 
we cherish, and the communities which sustain us — we commit 
ourselves to working toward that better time.  How else, then, would 
we dedicate this campus other than by welcoming the entire com-
munity to celebrate with us?  Who else would we want to share this 
moment with other than our partners on the Chappaqua Interfaith 
Council:  The Baha’is of New Castle, the Chappaqua Friends Meet-
ing, the Church of St. John and St. Mary, the Church of St. Mary the 
Virgin, the First Congregational Church, the Lutheran Church of 
our Redeemer, and the Upper Westchester Muslim Society.  

Representatives from a number of these, our sister congregations, 
joined in our Ground Breaking a year-and-a-half ago.  I want to 
make special mention of our friends from the Upper Westchester 
Muslim Society with whom many from Temple Beth El have shared 
over the years in an ongoing dialogue and study program of deep 
meaning to us.  The members of the mosque are in the process of 
seeking town approval to build their own house of worship in New 
Castle so that they too will have the space to learn and to celebrate 
the richness and beauty of their tradition.  As they helped us put 
shovels in the ground here eighteen months ago, I look forward to 
doing the same for them.  And as we are blessed to be hosting this 
Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration today, I look forward to their 
hosting it very, very soon.  

The name of this synagogue is, of course, Beth El.  That name 
harkens back to the biblical story of our patriarch Jacob, illustrated 
by Marc Chagall on your service’s cover page.  You know the tale.  
Jacob lay down on the desert floor, placed a rock under his head and 
dreamed of a ladder reaching up to the heavens with angels ascend-
ing and descending upon it.  In his dream God spoke to him and 
said, “Behold I am with you and I will be with you.” When Jacob 
awoke he turned the stone upright and anointed it as a monument 
to God and exclaimed, “Behold, how awesome is this place!  This is 
Beth El, the house of God and the gate of heaven.”  

rabbi joshua m. davidson
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The rabbis, in their creative retelling of the story, suggest that Beth 
El would become the site of the Temple in Jerusalem, and that 
Solomon would select Jacob’s pillow as the Temple’s cornerstone.  
They also imagined that while Jacob’s head lay on the foundation of 
that earthly Temple, at the top of that ladder Jacob glimpsed a vision 
of the Temple as it will appear in the world to come — that time of 
peace and harmony for which we all yearn.  

I believe our human task is to become the angels on Jacob’s ladder, 
tending to the needs of the people around us and the communities 
we live in.  Rung by rung we are called on to draw our earthly reality 
ever closer to that heavenly vision.  

So we are here not simply to dedicate a building.  We are here to re-
dedicate ourselves to that work, which we undertake in partnership 
with our wider community.   In this moment of Thanksgiving, we 
give thanks for that partnership, that fellowship we share — truly a 
precious gift for all of us.
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THE MANY FACES OF ISRAEL
Book Series, biblical israel

february 8, 7:30 pm

AS A DRIVEN LEAF
BY MILTON STEINBERG

led by rabbi joshua davidson



Does Religion Make Your Brain Happy?
An Interview with Science Writer David 
DiSalvo

Quite often, what makes us happy and what is 
actually good for us are directly at odds with 
each other. What worked for us evolutionar-
ily over the millennia frequently becomes 
counter-productive in our current world. 
For example, fat was a scarce and valuable 
resource when Homo sapiens evolved on the 

African savannah, but with vending machines, Starbucks Trentas and 
the KFC Double-Down, what made our bodies happy millions of years 
ago are now things we should be trying to avoid today.

But if those same issues arise with our bodies, what about our brains? 
What do we do with our evolutionary cognitive history?

David DiSalvo, who writes about science, technology and culture for 
Scientific American, Forbes and Psychology Today, has a new book com-
ing out entitled What Makes Your Brain Happy and Why You Should 
Do the Opposite. I had the opportunity to interview Mr. DiSalvo, 
exploring questions about the cognitive aspects of hope and faith and 
the creation of meaning.

GM: You say in the introduction to your book, “If we could live our 
lives without bias, distortions and delusions involved, the world 
would truly be idyllic.” Yet hope and optimism — which certainly 
bias and distort the way we view the world — are crucial aspects for 
our drive to make ourselves and our world better. So when do we 
need to look at the world as it is, and when do we need to envision 
the world as it could be? How do we reconcile those two ways we 
look at the world?

DD: The “bias, distortions and delusions” I discuss in the book are 
outcomes of mismatches between several of our brains’ evolved ten-
dencies and our social and cultural environments. My contention is 
that cultural evolution moves much faster than natural evolution; as a 
result, the built-in leanings of our brains are frequently at odds with the 
situations we face on a daily basis.

Hope and optimism are “biases” of a different sort — arguably, they are 
adaptive responses to the constant undercurrent of adversity we face 
as self-reflective, sentient beings living on this planet. Recently a solid 
body of research has emerged suggesting that optimism is actually 
an evolved trait (cognitive neuroscientist Tali Sharot’s work comes to 
mind).

Another way to describe the difference is by way of comparison. 
Would we be better off without, for example, restraint bias, which leads 
us to believe we can expose ourselves to more temptation than we 
can actually handle? Probably so. Would we be better off without the 
transformative power of hope that drives us to overcome obstacles and 
adversity in our lives? Certainly not. 

GM Response: Actually, Tali Sharot’s book The Optimism Bias was 
one of the inspirations for this question. And I love the image on

rabbi geoffrey mitelman the cover of her book — a pair of glasses, with one lens clear and 
the other rose-colored.

And I think we need to look at the world through both of those 
lenses. The scientific lens can help us see the world as it is, since it 
strives to give us objectivity. The religious lens can help us see the 
world as it could be, since it strives to help us examine the subjec-
tive nature of our experiences.

It’s important to remember that hope and optimism are primar-
ily subjective experiences — they cannot change reality, but they 
can change how we look at reality. They change how we feel about 
our lives, and they give us fuel to keep going when life becomes 
difficult. And in fact, I think that’s what draws people to religion 
— a desire to find a sense of purpose, meaning and hope, all in the 
context of a supportive community.

So as DiSalvo implies, even if hope and optimism aren’t rational, 
they are valuable. So yes, when it comes to objective truth, science 
needs to be the way we look at the world. But religion can help us 
enhance our subjective experiences, as it allows us to make mo-
ments powerful, to create deep connections with others, and to 
find hope and purpose.

GM: You mention that one of the problematic things our brain 
does is to create meaning out of coincidence. But there’s a dif-
ference between believing that meaning is inherent (such as 
thinking that “clearly this was God’s plan”) and believing that we 
create meaning (such as asking, “How can I make sense of what’s 
going on?”). So do the same problems arise in creating meaning 
as they do when we believe meaning is inherent? What would it 
imply if “meaning” arose in different ways?

DD: Your question highlights one of the more frustrating as-
pects of being human. It is precisely because our brains evolved 
to “makes sense of what’s going on” that we stumble on pattern-
based biases like the clustering illusion, and are prone to stringing 
together coincidences in search of an explanatory pattern. In a 
sense, we can’t escape this tendency no matter how aware of it we 
become, because pattern identification is so central to our brains’ 
reason for being.

What we can do, however, is short-circuit pattern detection on the 
verge of, or already going, haywire — as is the case, for exam-
ple, with people who live their lives around certain sequences of 
numbers appearing as signs telling them how to think and act in 
given situations. Psychics and other hucksters exploit these sorts 
of tendencies, in effect making a living on people’s absorption in 
patterns.

Frequently, believing that meaning is inherent goes hand-in-
hand with searching out patterns to make sense of what’s going 
on. Once, for example, someone invests confidence in a psychic 
to tell him what the patterns in his life mean, it’s a short journey 
to believing that someone or something must be producing the 
patterns. Whether that thing is thought to be a personal God, or 
some impersonal force (“the universe” etc.) depends largely on the 
socio-cultural context that person lives within.

     (continued on page 5)
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(Rabbi Mitelman, continued from page 4)

So, yes, I do think some of the same problems occur whether we 
are searching out or “creating” meaning as they do in believing 
meaning is inherent, because the underlying “meaning infrastruc-
ture” of our brains is prone to tendencies that we are all, in one way 
or another, subject to.

GM Response: I think we agree on what “meaning” is — it’s about 
how we place events and facts into a larger context, helping us 
make sense of the world. But for me, the most crucial question 
about meaning is how it arises — is it top-down, dictated and 
discovered, or is it bottom-up, self-owned and created? Since we all 
have a “meaning infrastructure,” who do we see as its builders?

Think about how we read a text. The author certainly has an in-
tended meaning. But what the readers find in the text may be very 
different from what the author had in mind. Now, who owns the 
meaning of that text? While the answer is clearly both the author 
and the reader, it’s a major mistake for the reader to say, “I know 
what this author meant.” Instead, the reader needs to be able to say, 
“This is my own interpretation.”

So the problem with psychics, hucksters and religious fundamen-
talists is that they try to prevent the reader from creating their own 
interpretations. They encourage a top-down approach to meaning, 
and lead people to say, “This is what God / the universe / the Bible 
means.” But a bottom-up approach of creating meaning may be 
able to prevent that system from going haywire, since we can later 
edit or revise our interpretations.

We will always be looking for patterns and meaning — but I think 
there’s a big difference between thinking we “discover” meaning 
and realizing that we “create” meaning, since one implies an eter-
nal, unchanging truth, and the other implies an ability to rewrite as 
need be.

DiSalvo argues that many of the things that make our brains 
happy are now more harmful than helpful. And some people place 
religion in that category, as well. Religion is like fatty foods, they 
claim — something we should outgrow and move beyond. But I 
think the better question is, what aspects of religion should we try 
to outgrow?

Because religion is not one thing. Religion has so many varied parts 
to it that rather than throwing the baby out with the bathwater, we 
can try to move beyond the elements that are so counter-produc-
tive, and at the same time, try to keep the ones that are valuable.

Clearly, when religion fosters absolutism, certainty and a lack of 
critical thinking, it is doing more harm than good.

But we need hope and purpose in our life when it seems dark and 
difficult. We need to find ways to strengthen our commitments 
when we feel adrift. And we need a sense of community when we 
feel isolated and alone. Those are the things we can and should 
never outgrow — and so those are the things religion can and 
should offer us for today.

5

The rabbis, in their creative re-telling of the story, suggest that Beth 
El would become the site of the Temple in Jerusalem, and that 
Jacob’s pillow Solomon would select as the Temple’s cornerstone.  
They also imagined that while Jacob’s head lay on the foundation of 
that earthly Temple, at the top of that ladder Jacob glimpsed a vision 
of the Temple as it will appear in the world to come -- that time of 
peace and harmony for which we all yearn.  

I believe our human task is to become the angels on Jacob’s ladder, 
tending to the needs of the people around us and the communities 
we live in.  Rung by rung we are called on to draw our earthly reality 
ever closer to that heavenly vision.  

So we are here not simply to dedicate a building.  We are here to re-
dedicate ourselves to that work, which we undertake in partnership 
with our wider community.   In this moment of Thanksgiving, we 
give thanks for that partnership, that fellowship we share -- truly a 
precious gift for all of us.

book series:
the many faces of israel

January 11 at 7:30 pm

Our next book selection will be The 188th 
Crybaby Brigade by Joel Chasnoff, which 
describes his experience as an American 
Jew in the Israel Defense Force.  Discus-
sion will be led by Rabbi Mitelman at the 
temple.  Please join us!

Contact adulted@bethelnw.org or 914-432-
5821 with questions.

Visit Rabbi Mitelman’s blog!
http://sinaiandsynapses.com

Temple Beth El Book Club
off to a Spirited Start

The Temple Beth El Book Club kicked off its current season Sunday 
morning, November 13 with a dynamic, well-attended session led 
by our guest, author Joan Leegant, who came to talk about her book 
Wherever You Go. The title is taken from Ruth’s familiar words to  her 
mother-in-law, Naomi.  The book centers on three young Americans 
in Israel, each of whom is involved in a different form of radical Juda-
ism.  
 
Professor Leegant, who spends half of each year teaching English and 
Creative Writing at  Tel Aviv’s Bar Ilan University and the rest of the 
year residing in the Boston area, used the plot of her novel to stir the 
pot of political and religious issues and assess the positions of right, 
center and left. 
 
An avowed liberal, she expressed concern about the loyalty oath that 
the current Israeli cabinet has endorsed, which requires new immi-
grants to pledge loyalty to the “Jewish and democratic” state.
 
Susan Cosden maintained order in the heated exchange that ensued.
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Susan Cosden, Director of
Education

“Justice, justice shall you pursue.”  
Deuteronomy 16:20

This month we examine the third of 
our four pillars: tzedek.  Our Reli-
gious School mission statement says 
the following about tzedek in our 
school:  

Social Justice, tzedek: Fostering Jew-
ish values of social justice, and tikkun 
olam, repairing the world through 
deeds of righteousness and loving-

kindness, directs us to consider ever-increasing circles of social 
awareness, responsibility and action.  Our educational programs 
provide opportunities for our students and their families to act on 
our Jewish values, inspiring engagement in social action and social 
advocacy, here, in Israel, and around the world.    

Our goal of pursuing justice begins in Kindergarten and extends 
through 12th Grade.  We begin by asking all of our students to 
bring tzedakah to Religious School each day of class. As it states in 
our handbook:

An important aspect of our tradition is tzedakah. We are obli-
gated as Jews to help others.  Each week students are asked to 
bring in a small sum of money, preferably from their personal 
allowance, which will be used to help others. After learning 
about a variety of agencies, classes decide where to donate 
their money.  We encourage every student’s participation to the 
extent that he/she is able.

Each class during the year determines where their tzedakah is go-
ing for the year, and at the end of the year, we distribute the money 
collected to the various organizations.  In addition, some grades do 
specific fundraisers for their tzedakah organization. 

The next level of tzedek is teaching our students about g’milut 
chasadim, acts of lovingkindness.  In fact, our Kindergarten/1st 
Grade students will be spending about one third of their year 
exploring various Jewish mitzvot and Jewish values that tie into 
g’milut chasadim.  In 2nd Grade, as our students explore the history 
of synagogues and our synagogue, they explore how they can do 
g’milut chasadim for our synagogue.  3rd Grade studies Me and My 
Community and has already made tzedakah boxes for home, made 
a meal for the homeless, spent a morning with a guide dog in train-
ing for a person who happens to be in a wheelchair and in February 
will further their studies of homeless issues and advocacy. Our 4th 
Graders are applying values they are learning about in the Torah 
to needs of the Jewish community in New York and America.  Our 
5th Graders are doing acts of g’milut chasadim for those in Israel as 
their year explores their connections with our people’s homeland.  

     (continued on page 7)

We have begun registering children for 
the 2012/2013 school year. We are offering 
many new programs. We will offer a 3-day 
and a 5-day two-year-old program. In ad-
dition we are offering a full day four year 
old class that will be 5 days a week till 2:00 
pm, and we are offering many new special 
afternoon classes.

I think that is the element that people appreciate about our school. 
We are growing and adding programs that will meet the needs of 
all families.

Our staff is caring, loving and extremely nurturing. These are the 
key ingredients to help children adjust and feel safe at school. 
Families come here and find a very supportive environment.
Children come here and learn and grow in a very warm environ-
ment. Children learn to socialize and develop their intellectual and 
motor skills under the guidance of a skilled professional staff.
The children also learn to appreciate their Jewish heritage. They 
learn about the holidays and Shabbat by listening to stories and 
singing songs. On Shabbat they meet with the clergy on the bimah. 
This helps them to identify and learn about the people in the 
temple. 

I think the most wonderful thing is when a parent tells me that 
their child is helping them to say the blessings at home. They are 
also singing the Shabbat songs that they learn at school in their 
homes. Many of the Nursery School parents are learning Jewish 
culture along with their child. We are all part of one community, 
feeling good about being part of Temple Beth El.

We had a wonderful Chanukah party and Holiday Boutique 
thanks to Samantha Golub, Stacey Stambleck, Lisa Shaiken, Amy 
Rinzler, Julie Scott, Danielle Gootzeit, Lisa Nissman and Alicia 
Kalish. The parents help to make our events ones that are so much 
fun for all!

If anyone is interested in seeing our school or learning about our 
programs please call me at 238-5735.

Janet Goldstein, Early 
Childhood Director
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(Susan Cosden, continued from page 6)

As our 6th Graders study about the Jewish lifecycle and reex-
amine the Jewish calendar, they are exploring ways at each of 
these Jewish moments to take care of others. Our 7th Graders 
have a variety of g’milut chasadim activities to choose from as 
part of their Na’aseh program, including making a meal for our 
emergency shelter, singing at a nursing home, participating in 
our Muslim-Jewish dialogue, and working at the food bank.  Our 
8th and 9th Graders have studied Jewish communities around 
the world that need our help and are doing both fundraising 
and advocacy programs for them.  This month our confirmation 
students will go to Washington D.C. and explore how their Jewish 
values can be heard in our American politics.  

This month, as we celebrate Martin Luther King Jr.’s birth, we 
have a remarkable opportunity to celebrate tzedek by participat-
ing in our interfaith celebrations of this important man.  Friday, 
January 13, our congregation will have a special service in his 
memory and dedicated to social justice.  Sunday, January 15 we 
will join our friends at the Antioch Baptist Church of Bedford 
Hills church for another interfaith service.  Then on Monday, 
January 16 we invite all of you to join us at the Antioch Baptist 
Church of Bedford Hills church for a day of learning and doing 
social justice.   

On Friday, January 27,  I hope many of you will join us for Erev 
Shabbat Services when Rabbi Mary Zamore will be speaking as 
one of our Jewish Book Council Authors on her book, The Sacred 
Table, so together we can explore the social justice values we need 
to consider while grocery shopping, cooking and eating.  

May we be ever mindful how what we do impacts how much 
tzedek there is in the world.

religious school highlights
january 2012

Tuesday, January 3 Religious School Resumes
Friday, January 5  Erev Shabbat Services with 6th Grade Participation
Sunday, January 15-
Monday, January 16 No Religious School – Martin Luther King, Jr. 
   Weekend
Sunday, January 22  4th Grade Family Siddur Program
   7th Grade Trip to the Tenement Museum
Monday, January 23 No School 8th-12th Gradea
Sunday, January 29 Kindergarten – 2nd Grade Family Education Day
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the many faces of israel
book series

Modern Israel - January 11, 7:30 pm
The 188th Crybaby Brigade by Joel Chasnoff

Led by Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman

Biblical Israel - February 8, 7:30 pm
As a Driven Leaf  by Milton Steinberg

Led by Rabbi Joshua Davidson
 

The Early Settler Period - March 28, 7:30 pm
Blue Mountain by Meir Shalev

Led by Susan Cosden 

Technology - April 22, 11:15
Start Up Nation by Dan Senor and Saul Singer

TBA

Life in Modern Israel  - May 9, 7:30 pm
Someone to Run With by David Grossman

Led by Cantor Dana Anesi

    
     

    SAVE  THE  DATE

donations requested
for the religious 

school:

New or gently used/almost new:
Flip video cameras

Digital photo cameras that can be 
plugged

directly into computers
Laptop computers

iPads
 

If you would like to donate any of 
these items

or would like to make a donation 
toward a purchase,

please contact Susan Cosden,
at 914-238-5641 or

scosden@bethelnw.org.

february 19, 2:30 pm
mt nester film & discussion

gefilte fish chronicles
snow date: february 26
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Ever feel like you no longer know who you are supposed to ask for when 
you call the temple?  I imagine there are many of our congregants who 
have no idea who is answering your calls and fielding your questions. 
Well, here is an opportunity to make the connection!

We want you to call us; better yet, we would love for you to stop by 
and talk with us so that we can get to know you better.

So, here it is in a nutshell…your temple’s support staff:

Who am I talking to?

Jaclyn not only assists Rabbi Davidson, she 
also coordinates almost everything related to 
b’nei mitzvah and other lifecycle ceremonies, 
from baby namings to funerals.  Call her to 
schedule tutoring sessions and rehearsals, 
find out about a date change, or ask about 
the process.  238-3928 x1310 or jtrustman@
bethelnw.org

Call Ann when you have any questions 
about your financial statement, membership 
renewal, pledge form, or if you have questions 
about reimbursement of a committee expense.  
238-3928 x1322 or atestone@bethelnw.org.

If you are calling the temple in the afternoon, you will 
most likely hear Rose’s voice on the phone.  In addi-
tion to assisting with committee and temple board re-
lated work, Rose is the keeper of the temple calendar.  
Call her to find out how you can schedule a meeting 
or a program, reserve a room, or book a private party.  
238-3928 x1320 or rhill@bethelnw.org.

Very new to our staff, Abby fills a much needed seat.  
Abby is here to coordinate our communication with 
you and the wider community.  She now handles 
the weekly e-mail, the Bulletin, the website and our 
PR/marketing calendar.  Be sure to e-mail Abby any 
information you would like submitted for any one of 
these communication tools.  In addition to com-
munications, Abby will be the voice on the phone in 
the morning.  Be sure to welcome her when you call. 
238-3928 x1323 or communications@bethelnw.org.

While Deb and Nancy are not technically temple 
support staff, they are most definitely part of our 
team. Deb can be reached on the direct Religious 
School line at 238-5641. Nancy can be reached on 
the direct Beginning Years line at 238-5735.

Gennifer Kelly
Executive Director

Galia has been freelancing for the temple for 
over a year now and has done a tremendous 
job improving the look and layout of our 
Bulletin and e-mails. While you, most likely, 
won’t be talking to her over the phone, you 
may very well need to communicate with her.  
The best way to reach Galia is via e-mail at 
gsilverberg@bethelnw.org.

Deborah Ross
Assistant in the 

Religious School

Nancy Silver
Assistant at 

Beginning Years 
ECC

Abby Hines
Communication 

Coordinator

Rose Hill, Assistant to 
the Executive Director

Galia Silverberg 
Graphic Artist

Ann Testone
Bookkeeper

Jaclyn Trustman
Senior Rabbi’s Assistant 

and Lifecycle Coordinator
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GET INVOLVED

Thanks  to the generosity of Temple Beth El’s Sisterhood our sanc-
tuary is equipped with an infrared sound system which will enable those 
with difficulty hearing to have personal amplification through the use of an 
individual receiver.  You do not need a hearing aid for these units to be of 
assistance.  The units are available at the entrance to the sanctuary fifteen 
minutes before services begin.

Knitzvah Corps:

Knitzvah Corps meetings have returned to the temple.
We will generally be meeting the 3rd Wednesday

of the month from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. 

We welcome all who knit or who want to learn.
For more information, contact Hilary Kent

hilaryk13@gmail.com or 238-9793

Next meeting: January 18

    
     S

ISTERHOOD  NEWS
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92nd street Y broadcasts
winter/spring line up at TBE
Save these dates now to avoid missing:

Gloria Steinem
Tuesday, February 28

 
Sandra Day O’Connor

Thursday, March 15
 

Madeline Albright
Thursday, May 3

Elie Wiesel 
Wednesday, May 16

All broadcasts begin at 8:00 pm.  Doors open and refreshments 
available 15 minutes prior. $10/adults, high school/younger - free.
 
 
 

Tikkun Olam Council Soup Drive
Now that the winter holiday season is behind us, it is easy to forget 
that people in our area are still hungry.  Let’s help the Food Bank stock 
the shelves in their new location. When it’s cold outside, people need 
warm food.  Please bring cans of soup to the temple as often as you 
can.  Dropping off for Hebrew school, bring soup.  Attending a service, 
bring soup.  Meeting a friend, bring soup.  Deposit your cans in the 
box in the great hall.  Contact Heidi Auerbacher with questins via e-
mail at hauerbache@aol.com or call the temple. 

    T
IKKUN OLAM COUNCIL

Greg joined the temple staff team in late August this 
year, just in time to move us back into the building and 
clean up after the construction!  Greg can be reached 
at 238-3928 x1600 or at facilitymanager@bethelnw.org.

And while you might not be calling on our maintenance 
staff, it is inevitable that you will see them around.  Be 
sure to say hello to…

Who am I talking to?

Greg Allen
Facility Manager

Roberto Catalan Derrick Hazel

Wilver Diaz Osbell Lopez

Bruce Gibbs Gelmer Morales
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beth el food challenge
do you like to cook? or eat?

We are forming a group to do fun things in TBE’s 
wonderful new  kitchen. Some ideas are:

•    cooking lessons, and tastings of course, with real chefs
•    making challahs together for Shabbat and delivering them to
      some of our members who are homebound
•    having “bubbies” teach us the fine art of rugelach making, chicken
     soup secrets and more
•    cooking parties with parents and children (and you don’t have to 
     clean up)
•    couples/adults nights out with wine tastings and good food
•    cooking contests similar to the ones on the Food Network 

Let’s have some fun in the kitchen!

If you are interested in being part of the organizing committee OR par-
ticipating in one of the many upcoming kitchen events, please e-mail 
Beth Jacobson at brjacobson@optonline.net. This is not a committee with 
lots of long meetings – it’s meant to be quick organizing and fun.

10

tzedakah
AJWS

American Jewish World Service is an international development 
organization motivated by Judaism’s imperative to pursue justice. 
AJWS is dedicated to alleviating poverty, hunger and disease among 
the people of the developing world regardless of race, religion or 
nationality. Through grants to grassroots organizations, volunteer 
service, advocacy and education, AJWS fosters civil society, sustain-
able development and human rights for all people, while promot-
ing the values and responsibilities of global citizenship within the 
Jewish community.

get in the mix
(member initiated xtras)

at temple beth el

With beautiful new building space and an energized member-
ship, TBE invites your ideas, leadership and participation in new, 
member-initiated activities and events. 

Cooking, book clubs, yoga, gardening, computers, college advising, 
crafts, photography, film club – you name it!

Have an idea and want to bring it to TBE, let the TBE Connections 
Group know! Contact Karen Silver at kmsilver@optonline.net and 
find out how TBE members can "get in the MIX!"

tbe religious school students bring holiday
song to brandywine nursing home

On Sunday, December 4, our Religious School students brought holiday 
cheer to the residents of Brandywine Nursing Home in Briarcliff, sing-
ing holiday songs and distributing holiday cards to the residents. We 
share our wonderful memories in the picture below!

family cooking event
date to be announced soon! 

Part of the Multigenerational Jewish Muslim Dialogue Series. Come join 
us as we learn from each other and explore our traditions through reci-
pes and foods for festivities. Cooking Demonstrations * Hands On Fun 
for All * Learn the Meaning behind the Recipes * Taste Delicious Food! 
RSVP Susan Pecker, brainstar2000@aol.com or Sheila Schneiderman, 
sheilasyogi@aol.com.

yoga
january 10 at 9:30 am
with anusara teacher

osi herstik

Please bring your mats, blocks or straps, if you have  them. Come 
try this delightful, restorative practice with your temple friends and 
Osi! $30 per person.

providing a shelter
for homeless men and 

women this winter

Temple Beth El once again joins other houses of worship in North-
ern Westchester to provide a Shelter for homeless men and women 
this winter. During the week of February 13-19, we will supply 
meals and a sleeping area to a small group of homeless adults. 
Volunteers are needed to help prepare simple dinners and breakfasts, 
as well as small parcel bags of sundries or other hygienic materials 
(toothbrushes, soaps, etc.) Additionally, one temple adult congregant 
spends the night in a separate room in our synagogue. The homeless 
guests are always accompanied by a trained social worker. PLEASE 
volunteer for this true act of tikkun olam by contacting Noah Sorkin 
at (212) 551-5133 or (914) 238-6658 or noahdsorkin@gmail.com. 
Additional information is posted on our website.
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For everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -

our joys, our sorrows

Zachary Goldenberg
Daniel Goodstadt
Katie Goodstadt
Isabel Greenberg
Avery Grossman
Sydney Hamroff
Benjamin Hirschfield
Sofia Jacobson
Daniel Katz
Jordan Klein
Dylan Lasky
Jonathan  Leventhal
Brian Levine
Spencer Lowitz
Rebecca Marano
Luke Mozarsky
Jack Munowitz
Ryan Murray

     
 JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS

Our special thanks to those sponsoring Onegs:

Mazal Tov from the congregation to:

Gail and Alan Schreier
on the birth of grandson Jackson Daniel O’Sullivan on 11/28

to Lauren and Michael O’Sullivan.

Nikki Zila and Andrew Spicehandler on their marriage
Sheila Spicehandler sponsored the Oneg (12/09/11) in honor of her 

son, Andrew Spicehandler, and daughter-in-law, Nikki Zila

Neil Block & Toddi Gutner Block
Steven Bloom & Diana Planells Bloom

R.J. & Mindee Impastato
Steven & Denise Sandor

Mike & Laura Wilson
Douglas & Jasmine Zucker

List of Tributes Tributes From 11/16/2011 to 12/5/2011
 
Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    
Meryl & Stephen Adler in honor of Fred & Ann Price
Ann & Philip Glazer in honor of Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman
Dick & Lee Laster in honor of the Naming of our Great Grandson, Jack-
son Alexander
Jason & Elissa Novick in honor of Baby Naming of “Dov Eliyahu,” Drew 
Everett Novick
Victor & Suzanne Rosenzweig in honor of “Dov Eliyahu,” Drew Everett 
Novick
 
Capital Campaign Tributes     
Jeffrey & Melissa Traum    
 
Ellis & Rae Zimmer Fund For Children In Need    
Susan & Clifford Ray in memory of Betty Liber
 
Neidich Education Scholarship Fund
Joan & Dyke Kolbert in memory of Max Kolbert
 
Rabbi Chaim Stern Caring Community Fund   
Helene Isaac in memory of Beatrice Cohn
 
Flower Fund    
Barry Shenkman & Gail Wagner-Shenkman in honor of Philip Wagner
Jill, Gary, Jesse & Justin Abrams in memory of Janet Wittenberg
Robert Ross in memory of Mary Ross
Richard & Dianne Spitalny in memory of Jerry Press
 
Library Fund    
Sandra & Perry Levine in memory of Carl Flichtenfeld
 
Lifelong Learning Scholarship Fund    
Jonathan & Maxine Ferencz in memory of Sarah Claymore
 
Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    
Jeff & Barbara Becker in honor of Jonathan Ferencz
Jonathan & Alyssa Strauss in honor of Juliet Nicole Strauss’ Baby Naming
David & Jennifer Gefsky in memory of Ina Routman
Joseph Hazen in memory of Irene Hazen
Phyllis Kirshner in memory of Abraham Braslow
Jill Kravitz & The Pollak Family in memory of Hillary Edelman
Dick & Gloria Raskin in memory of Sally Ehrlich
Victor & Suzanne Rosenzweig in memory of Samuel Lowen
 
Tikkun Olam/Social Justice Fund    
Jonathan & Maxine Ferencz in memory of Lawrence Clayman
 
Youth Program Fund    
Susan Lehrhoff in honor of Jack Panzer’s bar mitzvah

      
         

 RECENT GIFTS

 11

Adam Nack
Alexa Nadan
Abigail Nankof
Madison  Panzer
Noah Reich
Rachel Sandor
Max Satow
Mitchell Silver
Jamie Solomon
Dana Sorkin
Matthew  Sorkin
Jessica Stern
Jacob Sussman
Madeleine Tipp
Nir Tomer
Mia Trustman
Zachary Wolk
Jake Woloshin

Kaya Adler
Max Auerbacher
Samuel Auerbacher
Jamie Baum
David Berman
Andrew Brodsky
Hudson Burrows
Jordan Burrows
Joshua Buxbaum
Leah Byck
Dean Cohen
Jacob Cooper
Matthew  Cooperberg
Alexandra Forster
Samantha Forster
Alexis Friedman
Max Friedman
Jacob Glassman
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January 1 – 7
Albert Alpert
Jean Bengelsdorf
Abraham Berkowitz
Ida Berman
Fritzi Bickhardt
Jerry Carter
Abraham Farhy
Estelle Ferentz
Gladys Sammet
  Friedlander
Jeanne Fuld
Anna Ginness
Ted Greenbaum
Marjorie A. Greenberg
Lynette Gutner
David Halperin
Anna Herzfeld
Helen Ives
Nan Jaffe
Gary Kahn
Harry Katz
Leonard Maynard
Henry Miller
Jay Ochser
Betty-ruth Potts
Sadie Rocklin
Selma Rolnick
Sylvia Rosenberg
Kenneth  Sack
Jed Satow
Michael Schacter
Jacob Silverman
Thelma Silverman
Robert Sturzer
Bernard Waring
Rebecca Weiner
Martin Weiss

January 8 – 14
Bertha Abramson
Isidore Bengelsdorf
Sam Berkowitz

Yahrzeit - a year’s time - is the anniversary of the death of a dear one.  In the temple, it 
is symbolized by reading the names of the loved ones and the recitation of the Kaddish.  
Our temple office will remind you of Yahrzeit, following the Jewish or the solar calendar, 
as you prefer.  As so often in Jewish life, we mark a Yahrzeit by giving tzedakah in the 
name of our beloved.

At home, a twenty-four-hour light is kindled on the eve of Yahrzeit.  The family may 
gather at dusk, and say:

At this moment, in memory of our beloved, we join hands in love and re-
membrance.  A link has been broken in the chain that has bound us together, 
yet strong bonds of home and love hold us each together.  We give thanks 
for the blessing of life, of companionship, and of memory.  We are grateful 
for the strength and faith that sustained us in the hour of our bereavement.  
Though sorrow lingers, we have learned that love is stronger than death.  
Though our loved one is behind our sight, we do not despair, for we sense 
our beloved in our hearts as a living presence.

january yahrzeits

Norman Budoff
Mischa Chernofsky
Max Elbaum
Menkes Feuer
Hilda Friedlander
Sadie Fuchs
Sylvia Goldberg
Lois Gordon
Eli Greenstein
Ralph K. Guinzburg
Meyer Gulkis
Jack Hymson
Charna Kaplan
James Katz
Leon Koren
Benny Jonah Kraus
Lester Lavyne
Herman Leifer
William Leiwant
Eva Levine
Samuel Levitt
Abraham Merritt
Constance Michaels
Albert Miller
Stanford Mirkin
Harry A. Nadel
Mickey Paul
Charles Pintchman
Sadie Rocklin
Murray Saltzman
Robert Shultz
Malcolm Tipp
Alexander Treitelman
Joan Weiner
Esther Wishny
Rebecca Zeller

January  22-28
Al Altman
Florence Amberg
Celia Baum
Alex Blackman
Irving Corman

Samuel Brodsky
Esther Buchman
Maurice Cossman
Theodore Deconne
Simon Ellenbogen
Sadye Friedman
Joseph Ginsburg
Simon Goldman
Michael Goodman
Adele Greene
Joseph Greenholz
Mildred Greenholz
Rhea Greenwood
Lisa Grubel
David Halperin
Sarah Herscowitz
Susan Karel
Arthur Klein
Harold Leitman
Rachel Leiwant
Edith Lewis
Harry Lichtenstein
Ida Mirsky
Lucy Resnick-Derechin
Lawrence Rose
Claire Rubin
David Sack
Rose Sandler
Leon Schnabel
Ronald  Schnitzer
Lewis Solomon
Sharon Topel

January 15 – 21
Lawrence Abrams
Harry Andler
Mildred Axelrod
Mildred Balbes
Ruth Baum
Rebecca Beckwith
David Bengelsdorf
Schaye Bilgrei
Yisrael And Cha Bilgrei

In Times of Sadness and in Times of Joy,
Please Keep Us Informed!

It is always a pleasure to hear good news from our temple 
members and to share joys.  Often it helps to share problems 
or illnesses, too.  Our Rabbis, Cantor, and Caring Community 
Committee want to respond to the needs of our congregants.  
Please let us know if you, or some other temple member, might 
be helped by a visit or telephone call.  Many people assume that 
everyone knows, but a note or call to the temple office, at 238-
3928, will get the message to our clergy.
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Sophie Davis
Eleanore Eisenberg
Michael Fishman
Selina Freedman
Abraham Goldfarb, MD
Pincus Goldreich
David H. Goldstein
Joseph Gordon
Mark H. Grossbard
Harry Gutman
Harry Hazen
Philip B. Kimmel
Edward Jerome Kraus
Shirley Levine
Joel Levy
Sydney Make
Gail Neuberger
Pearl Orsen
Hyman Rifkin

Florence  Singer
Regina Stangel
Herbert Star
Gilbert Stutz
Darwin R. Sussberg
Onesta Zaccherotti

January 29-31
Eva Boyarsky
Loretta Geller
Rose Katzman
Mandel J. Kramer
Benjamin Levy
Zelma Lipshutz
Maxwell Passerman
Sam Press
Ruth Schachter
Michael Tipp
Malcolm Zeller
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Winter Recess - NS & 
RS Closed

2

Winter Recess - NS 
& RS Closed

3

Nursery & Religious 
Schools Reopen

4:00 pm RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

4

7:00 pm Introduc-
tion to Judaism - 
Bet Torah

5

3:45 pm RS 5th & 
6th Grades

7:30 pm Religious 
School Meeting

6

5:30 pm Kabbal-tot 
Shabbat Worship 
Service

7:15 pm Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with 6th Grade Par-
ticipation

7

9:00 am Simchat 
Shabbat

9:15 am Torah 
Study

10:30 am Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Bar Mitzvah

6:30 pm Cottage 
School Fundraiser

8

9:00 am RS K - 4th 
Grades

9

3:45 pm RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 pm RS 7th 
Grade

6:15 pm RS 8th - 
12th Grades

7:30 pm Nominating 
Committee Meeting

8:15 pm Finance 
Committee Meeting

10

9:30 am Yoga with 
Osi Herstik

4:00 pm RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

11

7:00 pm Introduc-
tion to Judaism - 
Bet Torah

7:30 pm Israel Book 
Group - The 188th 
Crybaby Brigade, by 
Joel Chasnoff

8:00 pm Volunteer 
Choir Rehearsals

12

3:45 pm RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:00 pm B’nei Mitz-
vah Chavurah - 
Group 3 - Session 2

7:30 pm Nominat-
ing Committee 
Meeting

13

Ski Trip Departing

8:00 pm Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Shabbat Worship 
Service with special 
musical guests, 
Afro-Semitic Expe-
rience

14

9:15 pm Torah 
Study

10:30 am Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

15

No Religious School

4:00 pm Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Observance at Antioch 
Baptist Church

16

MLK Birthday - No 
School - Office 
Closed

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. Educational 
Seminar at Antioch 
Baptist Church 
8:00 am Coffee/Regis-
tration
9:00 am - 12:00 pm 
Seminar, Dialogue and 
Community

17

4:00 pm RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

18

6:00 pm B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 6 Session 1

7:00 pm Introduc-
tion to Judaism - 
Bet Torah

7:30 pm Knitzvah 
Meeting

19

3:45 pm RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:00 pm B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 3 Session 3

8:00 pm Executive 
Committee Meet-
ing

8:00 pm Volunteer 
Choir Rehearsals

20

8:00 pm Shabbat 
Worship Service

21

9:15 pm Torah 
Study

10:30 am Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

22

RS 4th Grade Family 
Siddur Celebration

9:00 am RS K - 4th 
Grades

11:00 am RS Teacher 
Training

23

RS - No 8th - 12th 
Grade Classes

3:45 pm RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 pm RS 7th 
Grade

24

4:00 pm RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

25

7:00 pm Introduc-
tion to Judaism - 
Bet Torah

26

3:45 pm RS 5th & 
6th Grades

8:00 pm Worship 
Committee Meeting

27

8:00 pm Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Jewish Book 
Council Author 
Rabbi Mary 
Zamore

28

9:15 am Torah 
Study

10:30 am Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Bar Mitzvah

7:00 pm BY - PTA 
Parents Night Out

29

9 am RS 3rd & 4th 
Grades

9 am RS K - 2nd 
Grade Familly Edu-
cation Day

30
3:45 pm RS 5th & 6th 
Grades
6:15 pm RS 7th Grade
6:15 pm RS 8th - 12th 
Grades
8:00 pm Volunteer 
Choir Rehearsals
8:00 pm Board of Trus-
tees Meeting

31

4:00 pm RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester    www.bethelnw.org
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Help Us Celebrate!
The 36th Annual (Double Chai)

Westchester Jewish Council Gala
Saturday, February 11, 7:15 PM

Honoring Tobi & The Honorable Martin Rogowsky and Joyce & Fred Claar
Featuring an evening of fun and comedy with the Chicago City Limits

plus the music of The New Relics

Kosher dietary laws observed

Westchester Jewish Center, 147 Rockland Avenue, Mamaroneck
ASL interpretation available upon request to nancy@wjcouncil.org

For more information call the Westchester Jewish Council (914) 328-7001
info@wjcouncil.org, www.wjcouncil.org” www.wjcouncil.org

A proud beneficiary of UJA-Federation of New York
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TEMPLE BETH EL OF
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

220 South Bedford Road • Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.bethelnw.org  temple@bethelnw.org
Telephone: 914-238-3928 Religious School: 914-238-5641
Fax: 914-238-4030  Nursery School: 914-238-5735

Senior Rabbi - Joshua M. Davidson
rabbistudy@bethelnw.org

Associate Rabbi - Geoffrey A. Mitelman
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

Cantor - Dana Anesi
danesi@bethelnw.org

Assistant Cantor - Ellen Dreskin
edreskin@bethelnw.org

Executive Director - Gennifer Kelly
executivedirector@bethelnw.org

Director of Education - Susan Cosden
scosden@bethelnw.org

Early Childhood Director - Janet Goldstein
jgoldstein@bethelnw.org

 WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester welcomes all who wish 
to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all 
their forms, gays, lesbians, interfaith couples – all people regard-
less of age, sexual orientation, or financial means. In the words of 
Rabbi Davidson: “The synagogue is a kehilah kedoshah – a sacred 
community. It’s like a sukkah. A sukkah is constructed of many 
different branches woven together. So is the synagogue: the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the married and the unmarried, 
single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jew-
ish spouses. The broader the sukkah’s reach, the more tightly its 
branches are woven, the stronger it stands. So too the synagogue: 
the greater the variety of people welcomed within it, the closer 
they feel to one another, the stronger the temple stands.”

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN

Published monthly, September through June, by the congregants
of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester

Advertising:          Hedy Simpson, hgsimpson@aolcom
Bulletin Editor:       Galia Silverberg, gsilverberg@bethelnw.org
Proof Editor:        Mel Wolfson 914-238-4694 

NEW TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS

1300 Life Cycle Emergency
1310 Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson (917- 439 - 6757)
1312 Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman (646 - 853 - 4421)
1316 Cantor Dana Anesi
1317 Assistant Cantor Ellen Dreskin
1321 Gennifer Kelly, Executive Director
1320 Rose Hill, Executive Assistant
1310 Jaclyn Trustman, Secretary to Rabbi Davidson
1323 Galia Silverberg, Graphic Artist & Bulletin Editor
1323 Abby Hines, Communications Specialist
1322 Ann Testone, Bookkeeper
1121 Susan Cosden, Director of Education
1120 Deborah Ross, Admin. Asst. Religious School
1221 Janet Goldstein, Early Childhood Director
1220 Nancy Silver, Admin. Asst. Early Childhood
1600 Gregory Allen, Building Manager

            Cemetery information: 238-3928

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Bill Pollak
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

MT Nesters - Helen Sauerhaft
Sisterhood - Gail Schreier

Youth Group President - Sara Levy
PAST PRESIDENTS-HONORARY

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Steve Adler - Stanley Amberg - Charlene Berman

Ernest M. Grunebaum - May Rolle - Barry Meisel  - Melvin Ehrlich 
Gloria Meisel - David Ruzow

Submissions should be e-mailed to bulletin@bethelnw.org. Deadlines are the fifth of the month prior for publication the following month.

TRUSTEES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS
              Harry Cohen   President
 David Abrams  Executive Vice President
 Lisa Davis  Vice President
 Stacey Divack  Vice President
 Lisa Hamroff  Vice President
 Janet Levy  Vice President
 Susan Pecker  Vice President
 Doug Zucker  Treasurer
 Koley Corte  Assistant Treasurer
 Danna Schoenberg Secretary
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Term Expires 2012
Heidi Auerbacher
Stuart Berg
Donna Held
Rhonda Regan
Karla Shepard
    Rubinger
Forrest Sussman

Term Expires 2013
Matt Cantor
Ruth Clark
Steve Kane
Robert Klein
Karen Silver

Term Expires 2014
Richard Albert
Leslie Hinderstein
Maxine Olson-Maynard
Robert Medway
Stephanie Saltzman
Ellen Wlody
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TEMPLE BETH EL OF NORTHERN WESTCHESTER
220 South Bedford Road
Chappaqua, NY 10514

OR Current Resident

 
Shabbat Shira
Sabbath of Contemporary Sacred Song
Friday evening, February 3, 7:15pm

Join Cantor Ellen Dreskin, special guest Merri Lovinger Arian 
(a gifted service and song leader, and professor at the Debbie 
Friedman School of Sacred Music at HUC –JIR/NY), and the 
Beth El Volunteer Choir as we 
commemorate the first Yartzheit 
of Debbie Friedman.  It will be an 
evening of harmony and memo-

ry, enhanced by the music that has changed the course of modern 
Judaism.  

Please mark your calendars now, and plan to take part in this 
musical tribute and celebration of Shabbat!

same great place, fabulous new facility!

For more than 
three decades 
the legendary 
Debbie Fried-
man has given 
the world music 
that is trans-
formative; offer-

ing joy and comfort, hope and faith, 
healing and inspiration. Music for our 
times. Music for our lives. Music for 
our souls.
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