
The Temple Beth El Bulletin is published monthly September through June. 

April Highlights

4/7
9:00 am Simchat Shabbat
9:15 am First Day of Passover Service

4/10
8:00 pm 92nd St Y Broadcast:  Mark Bittman & 
Ruth Reichl – Our Lives and Cooking:  How One
Shapes the Other

4/13
7:30 am Passover Yizkor Service & Matzah Brei Breakfast
             

4/15
11:00 am Dog Social
4:00 pm Speaker: “Character in the Balance”
with Professor David DeSteno

4/18
7:00 pm Yom Hashoah Holocaust Remembrance Service
w/Children’s Candle Lighting Procession &
Speaker Helen Dorman

4/22
9:15 am Israeli Book Group:  “Start Up Nation”  
led by Fred Price and Bruce Bachenheimer

4/27
6:15 pm Israel Independence Day Party
7:15 pm Yom Ha’Atzmaut Shabbat Worship Service
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Professor
David DeSteno
Sunday, April 15 at 4:00 pm
 
Character in the Balance: 
Exploring the Causes and 
Consequences of Compassion

When should we be compassionate? When is compassion a vice? How and 
why do we develop compassion? These are just a few of the questions Profes-
sor David DeSteno will explore with us.
See page 12.

yom ha’atzmaut israel party
                6:15 pm
                                 See page 2.

yom hashoah
holocaust
remembrance
service
with special guest speaker
Helen Dorman
and a Children’s Candle Lighting Procession

wednesday, april 18 at 7:15 pm

Helen Dorman, a longtime temple member, and the first of our speakers to be 
from “the next generation,” a daughter of survivors, will tell her story.
See page 2.

passover - april 6-13
first night seder

friday, april 6
join us for a special early service at 4:00 pm 

BACK COVER
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SAVE  THE  DATE

Israel Book Series:
Life in Modern Israel

May 9, 7:30 pm
Someone to Run With by 

David Grossman
Led by Cantor Dana Anesi

May 18
Kavod

May 20
Mitzvah Day

June 10
Stories from the Fringe:

Women Rabbis, Revealed!

we will always remember...
we will never forget...

Yom Hashoah
Holocaust Remembrance Service

with a Children’s Candle Lighting Procession

Wednesday, April 18 at 7:15 pm

We welcome our special guest speaker and longtime temple member, Helen Dorman — 
the first of our speakers to be from the “next generation. Listen to a daughter of survi-
vors tell her family’s story.

Helen’s parents had wonderful youths growing up to young adulthood in the enlight-
ened city of Vienna, Austria, until suddenly their lives were completely changed.  Join us 
to hear the story of where their travels led them, how much of the family was lost, where 
Helen was born, how she learned of her history and finally how she came to America to 
be here with us today (married to Neal for 40 years and the mother of Karen and Debbie 
and now the proud grandmother of 4).

Join us for a moving and meaningful service.

Yom Ha’Atzmaut
Israel Independence Dinner Party
April 27 at 6:15pm
Dinner $18/person, $10/child
RSVP by 4/23 to Rose at rhill@bethelnw.org or on our website

Israel Book Series

the many faces of israel
Technology

Sunday, April 22, 9:15 am
start up nation
by Dan Senor and Saul Singer
Led by our members Fred Price
and Bruce Bachenheimer

“How can Israel — with only 7.1 million people, no natural reasources, enemies on 
every border and in a constant state of war — produce more start-up companies than all 
of Europe?”  

Join us for discussion with Temple Beth El members Fredric Price, Chairman & CEO 
of Jerusalem-based Chiasma Inc. and Bruce Bachenheimer, Professor  of Management 
at Pace University who recently conducted a field study course to Israel on technology 
innovation and entrepreneurship.  They will speak from their own experience as well as 
draw on the Best Seller book Start-Up Nation by Dan Senor and Saul Singer.   Do come, 
whether you have read the book or not!  
 
Complimentary Bagel and Lox Breakfast will be served.



Rabbi Davidson’s Remarks at Temple Beth 
El’s Consecration Gala 
Honoring Steve Adler, David Ruzow, Bill 
Pollak and Harry Cohen
March 24, 2012

Dear Friends, 

     Please join me in the Shehechayanu:  Ba-
ruch A-ta Adonai, Eh-lo-hei-nu
meh-lech ha-o-lam, sheh-heh-cheh-ya-nu 
v’ki-y’ma-nu v’hi-gi-a-nu la-z’man ha-zeh; 

“We praise You, Eternal God, Sovereign of the universe, for giving 
us life, for sustaining us, and for enabling us to reach this moment 
of joy.”  

     Truly this is a sacred and precious moment in the life of our 
congregation – a night of fun to be sure; but in the midst of our 
singing and dancing and laughter we have chosen to honor the four 
individuals whose vision inspired the reality around us:  this beauti-
ful Campus of Living Judaism.  
     I must caution that no words could ever convey to you the 
commitment, the passion, the countless hours Steve Adler, David 
Ruzow, Bill Pollak and Harry Cohen have put in and continue to 
dedicate toward this synagogue they love.  Their efforts so far sur-
pass what one typically measures as devotion to an organization or 
a cause.  I have been blessed to work with many wonderful lay part-
ners in this and other congregations, the institutions of the Reform 
Movement, and in the Jewish and wider communities.  I’ve never 
met anybody like these four men who served as the presidents of 
Temple Beth El over the past decade.  Each of them defines what it 
means to be a leader of our people.  And each does so in his own way.
     In thinking about Steve, David, Bill and Harry and the particu-
lar challenges they faced during their respective tenures as Beth 
El’s president, I can’t help but recall a few episodes in the life of the 
greatest leader our people, Moses himself, and some of his head-
aches – real whoppers – ones only Steve Adler can relate to.

     No sooner had Steve – I mean Moses – brought the Israelites 
through the Red Sea than they began to complain – bitterly – yearn-
ing to return to slavery in Egypt where, bad as it was, they knew 
where their next meal was coming from.  We recall how they send 
scouts into the land of Canaan, and though the land is beautiful 
and lush, the people see the might of the natives, and forgetting that 
God will protect them, are overcome by panic.  A civil war ensues.  
Somehow Moses, through of the strength of his faith in God and 
God’s promise, is able to quiet the rebellion and hold the congrega-
tion of Israel together.  It isn’t easy.  He becomes the target of much 
frustration, even an occasional stoning.  But he keeps his eyes 
focused on the future and won’t be moved.
     Steve Adler guided Temple Beth El through a very difficult pe-
riod in its history – one of transition impossible to navigate without 
part of the congregation becoming upset.  As president, he too often 
bore the brunt of that frustration.  But a man of great strength and 
courage and self-effacing good humor, he absorbed it.  He fixed his 
vision on the future in which he had tremendous faith.  And by

     

rabbi joshua m. davidson utzing and cajoling and most of all inspiring, he brought the congrega-
tion through a time which would have split other communities apart.  
      And of course it was Steve who launched the strategic assess-
ment of our programmatic, financial and facility needs which led 
first to the growth of our temple program and then to the expansion 
of our campus.  True, the aspiration to build was not new, but it took 
a Steve Adler to turn those aspirations into a plan.  And when his 
presidency came to an end, his involvement seemed only to deepen 
as he assumed the chairmanship of the Development Committee 
and then of course the Capital Campaign Cabinet which raised 
more than eleven million dollars in the most difficult financial cli-
mate this community has experienced in the last half century.  Not 
surprisingly, our leaders today still listen intently when Steve speaks.  
And his wisdom is sought not just by our temple leadership, but by 
that of our Movement as well.  Personally I will always be deeply 
indebted to Steve for being the temple president who brought me to 
this wonderful community.

     David Ruzow, who had been by Steve’s side as executive vice 
president was next to inherit the mantle of temple leadership.  Steve 
had gotten these many balls rolling, and now it was up to David to 
juggle them.  The temple program was growing dramatically, while 
behind the scenes, conversations about the temple’s future were be-
coming more and more involved.  The strategic plan was approved 
by the Board of Trustees authorizing the formation of a Facilities 
Expansion Committee and a feasibility study of our capacity for 
fundraising and what those funds might get us in a new building.  
The number of volunteers engaged at this stage was breathtaking 
and David managed it all – countless committees gathering nightly 
with David somehow present at most every meeting.  His passion 
was palpable and invigorating.  David would stand up on the Bima 
during the High Holy Days and deliver a message to the congrega-
tion and smile and the congregation would be lifted up by his words.
     But one of the aspects of David’s leadership I admired most – and 
still do -- is his honesty.  He always called things as he saw them.  
And he always remembered who and what we as a congregation 
were supposed to be – exemplars of prophetic Judaism.    David’s 
voice was decisive in this congregation’s choice to participate in 
the Emergency Shelter Partnership, the homeless shelter we have 
housed these six years.  Around the board table, among the nursery 
school parents, there was great concern – almost hysteria.  But Da-
vid would not be deterred.  He challenged us demanding of us what 
type of community we wanted to be:  one that answered Isaiah’s call 
to shelter the homeless hungry, or one that only paid lip-service to 
it.  We might be embarking on a project to build ourselves a great 
temple, he reminded us, but if inside that structure if we were not 
true to our mission, then we would never be a great temple.     
     On the building front, under David’s leadership, four years of 
intensive conversations had yielded the conclusion we’d hoped to 
hear:  the resources existed within our congregational community 
to expand our facility, and the leadership and membership were 
ready to move ahead.  David would remain integral to the project in 
countless ways helping us manage the logistics of temple life during 
construction, and as part of the construction management team 
which met weekly throughout the fifteen months of building.  
    

     (continued on page 4)

      3

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN        APRIL 2012         WWW.BETHELNW.ORG



     4

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN        APRIL 2012         WWW.BETHELNW.ORG

(Rabbi Davidson, continued from page 3)

     But with his tenure as president coming to an end, our next great 
president stepped to the fore – and one perfect for that moment.  I 
will never forget what I think were Bill Pollak’s first words at the 
helm: “We have been talking about building this expansion for a 
long time.  We have debated it thoroughly and responsibly.  We 
know what we need to do.  Now it is time to do it.”  One imagines 
Bill as Moses standing with the Israelites before the Red Sea.  Free-
dom was right there, just on the other side of the waters.  But until 
Moses gave the command to advance, the future and all its promise 
would remain unclaimed.  Bill gave the command to march.  And 
forward we went.
     The Facilities Expansion Committee became the Building 
Committee and the Development Committee spun off the Capi-
tal Campaign Cabinet, which Bill populated with the most skilled 
volunteers, whom he inspired, empowered, and entrusted to do their 
work.  So, with the temple busier every day, with searches ongoing 
for a new educator and a new assistant rabbi, we launched a capital 
campaign, hired an architect, and sought town approval for our plan 
– that last an experience which would wipe the smile off of almost 
anyone’s face, except Bill’s.  But then came the summer of 2008, and 
turmoil in the economy.  Oy were we nervous!  Would the temple 
make ends meet?  Would we be able to signal to the community that 
despite the financial hardships so many of our members were endur-
ing, we needed their presence more than ever?  And what would 
happen to the capital campaign which had been so successful to that 
point?  It seemed the waves were crashing around us.  But one step 
after another Bill led us right through them.  His sense of calm, his 
confidence in the people around him, and his steady hand at the 
tiller enabled us to forge ahead.
     Though Bill’s presidency concluded, his contributions to temple 
life remained and remain invaluable.  He assumed the chairmanship 
of our Communications Committee to guide our exploration of the 
new tools of today’s social media.  He is our public relations guru, 
helping us think through how best to portray ourselves to the wider 
community.  His wisdom is continually sought to address every dif-
ficult decision.  And no lay leader has demonstrated greater commit-
ment to lifelong Jewish learning.

     So the designs for our new Campus of Living Judaism were 
complete, but the money was not quite there.  And this is when a 
community’s faith is really tested.  And this is when Harry Cohen, 
Bill’s executive vice president who had been overseeing the details 
of the construction project assumed the mantle of temple president.  
The first months of Harry’s leadership would be critical in determin-
ing our future, and reveal a great deal about our character.  Would 
we continue to think boldly, or would we relinquish our dreams to 
the still difficult economic realities?  There were times when it felt as 
if it were almost by the strength of Harry’s love for this congregation 
that we were able to leap from where we stood financially to where 
we needed to be.  He had complete faith in how this congregation 
would respond once the shovel was in the ground.  He convinced 
those doubters that we simply had no choice but to press on, and 
try to build it all – that this was our moment to make a difference in 
the future of the Jewish community of Northern Westchester, our 
once-in-a-generation moment.  The discussions around the board 
table were not always easy, but Harry championed the vision and the 
board, moved by his passion, lined up behind him.

     One of the reasons they did so was that they knew he knew what 
he was talking about.  I have never seen anyone master detail like 
Harry.  There is an episode in the tale of Moses where he is sitting 
as judge of the entire people listening to every grievance great and 
small.  Finally his father-in-law Jethro warns him that he will wear 
himself out, that he should let the lesser disputes go to others to hear.  
Moses may have worn out, but not Harry.  Somehow Harry grows
stronger the more he lifts upon his back.  The Rabbis taught that 
those who bore the Ark of the Covenant on their shoulders some-
how were lifted up by the sanctity of their burden.  Well, so it has 
seemed with Harry.  
     He understood the position he was in.  Ultimately the greatest 
financial decisions this congregation ever had to make were falling 
under his watch.  He was going to be making a recommendation to 
the congregation as to how it should move ahead, and in order for 
him to make that recommendation he had to have his arms around 
the details.  And because he did, his vision was trusted.  He picked 
up our expansion project and seemingly through the force of his 
will, lifted it onto the Red Sea’s farthest shore.  And I can only imag-
ine his joy this past Rosh Hashanah welcoming everyone into this 
magnificent facility – a happiness all four of these men must have 
experienced in witnessing the fulfillment of their dream.

     Steve Adler, David Ruzow, Bill Pollak and Harry Cohen have 
taught us so much about leadership.  That it’s about speaking up 
for what you believe in.  That it’s about making difficult decisions.  
And that it’s not for everyone.  Temple leadership won’t win you a 
popularity contest.  But what it will win you – and I hope our four 
honorees have found this -- is a place of esteem in the hearts of your 
people; and a sense of fulfillment in the Divine calling we experience 
every time a baby is named here, every time a bar or a bat mitzvah 
is celebrated here, every time a person is mourned here, a family 
comforted here.  
     Steve, David, Bill, Harry – you have been the builders of a com-
munity that through its work testifies to God’s presence in the world, 
a presence which summons us now to partnership in building the 
world of our dreams.  Each of you has acquired for yourself a place 
on that ladder of God’s messengers in Jacob’s dream at the first Beth 
El, like those presidents who came before you and those who will 
come after you at this Beth El.  We thank you and salute you.

rabbi davidson will be on sabbatical
may, june & july



How Much Do We Value Our Values?

A friend of mine — an ardent environmen-
talist — just had a baby. She was trying to 
decide whether she would buy cloth diapers, 
which would be much friendlier to the 
earth, or go with disposables. She naturally 
started with cloth, but within a couple of 
weeks of washing and reusing and washing 
and reusing and washing and reusing, she 
gave in and bought disposables.

“I love the environment,” she said. “Just not enough.”

Very often, when we talk about values, we want to talk about simple 
right and wrong — we should be good stewards of the earth, or 
remember that we have a responsibility to help those in need, or 
ensure that every human being has certain rights. But while some 
values are about simple right and wrong, in truth the vast majority 
are actually about costs and benefits.

Indeed, even one of the greatest scholars in Jewish tradition real-
ized that doing the right thing often has a cost — and doing the 
wrong thing sometimes has a benefit. In Pirkei Avot, a collection of 
rabbinic sayings, Rabbi Judah had suggested that we should “cal-
culate the loss of doing a mitzvah against its gain, and the gain of a 
transgression against its loss.” (Avot 2:1)

And yet there is something unsettling about thinking about moral 
values in terms of gains and losses. After all, each of us has certain 
core beliefs — sacred values that define who we are and that we 
would never compromise on.

But as my friend realized, we don’t always know how much we 
value our values. So when do we look at values in terms of right and 
wrong, and when do we look at them in terms of costs and benefits?

Two Different Ways of Looking at Values; Two Different Parts of 
the Brain

A recent study at Emory University showed that when we think 
about our principles, our mental processes lead us to think differ-
ently about the values that we hold most dearly and the values that 
we are more willing to compromise on.

In this study, as participants were placed in an MRI, they were pre-
sented with 62 pairs of two contradictory statements, such as “you 
support gay marriage” and “you oppose gay marriage.” They then 
had to choose which one they agreed with.

After people decided on which side of the fence they fell, the experi-
menters gave them an option: if they agreed to sign a statement that 
was the opposite of what they believed, they could “auction off ” that 
value, and receive up to $100. But if they truly felt strongly about a 
particular moral tenet — what the researchers called a “sacred value” 
— participants could refuse the money and benefits,” a different part 
of the brain was activated.

rabbi geoffrey mitelman

5

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN        APRIL 2012         WWW.BETHELNW.ORG

Not only that, when it came time to decide whether they would 
pay money to give up their sacred values, the participants’ amygda-
lae were aroused, which happens only when there is an emotional 
reaction. As Berns noted, “Those statements…would be expected 
to provoke the most arousal, which is consistent with the idea that 
when sacred values are violated, that induces moral outrage.”

So perhaps surprisingly, we think about our values in two very 
distinct ways. Some are dispassionately calculated in terms of gains 
and losses, while others are emotionally charged and are felt to be 
inviolable.

The question is, what causes us to think about values through one 
frame or the other?

Perhaps not surprisingly, religion plays a big role in that answer.

Religion and Values

There was one other intriguing result from the Emory study: people 
who were more connected with groups had stronger activity in the 
parts of the brain that correlate to sacred values. Berns posited that 
“[o]rganized groups may instill values more strongly through the use 
of rules and social norms.”

Organizations with a purpose, therefore, can help us internalize val-
ues. They not only give us a common language to talk about what we 
hold most dear, but their social nature also reinforces those ideas.

And “organizations with a purpose” is a textbook definition of reli-
gious institutions.

Jonathan Haidt is an expert on the psychology of morality, and 
has an upcoming book entitled “The Righteous Mind: Why Good 
People Are Divided by Religion and Politics.” And as an article in the 
Chronicle of Higher Education notes:

A big part of Haidt’s moral narrative is faith. He lays out the case that 
religion is an evolutionary adaptation for binding people into groups 
and enabling those units to better compete against other groups. 
Through faith, humans developed the “psychology of sacredness,” 
the notion that “some people, objects, days, words, values, and ideas 
are special, set apart, untouchable, and pure.” If people revere the 
same sacred objects, he writes, they can trust one another and coop-
erate toward larger goals.

So while humans certainly don’t need religion in order to be moral, 
religion brings people together around a shared sense of mission and 
purpose. And perhaps the greatest impact religion has had on the 
world is that it helps us move the discussion of values from “costs 
and benefits” to “right and wrong.”

A Unique Moral Code

The most well-known statement of religious values is, of course, the 
Ten Commandments. We may think that the reason they continue to 
inspire and to resonate is because they outline a moral code, or are 
simple to understand, or that “ten” is an easy number to remember.
     
     (continued on page 6)
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Visit Rabbi Mitelman’s blog!
http://sinaiandsynapses.com

(Rabbi Mitelman, continued from page 5)

But biblical scholar Dr. Joel Hoffman has a different idea. What 
makes the Ten Commandments unique, he believes, is that the five 
commandments surrounding interpersonal relationships — don’t 
murder, don’t commit adultery, don’t steal, don’t bear false wit-
ness, and don’t take your neighbor’s possessions — were designed 
to focus on “right and wrong,” and not on “costs and benefits.” As 
Hoffman explains:  the entire body of legal code in America doesn’t 
make any distinction betwen right and wrong. It never says, for ex-
ample, that killing someone is wrong. All it says is if you do, here’s 
what happens.

Here’s an example: let’s suppose you’re a 16-year-old boy, a high-
school dropout, and you have no future in front of you except for 
flipping burgers. Fortunately, you have caught the eye of a very, 
very wealthy 55-year-old woman. Being 16, you think that 55 is “al-
most dead,” and so you marry her. Then you realize that she might 
live for a long time…And so what you do is take your wife’s money, 
put some of it in an off-shore account and then kill her. And you 
figure you’re going to get a good defense and you’re going to out in 
7-12 [years]. So at the end, you’ll be thirty years old, single again 
and wealthy and you say to yourself, “It’s worth it.”

There is nothing in the entire body of American law that says you 
are not entitled to make that calculus. Nowhere does it say that 
even if you’re willing to do the time, you shouldn’t do the crime.

That’s why the Ten Commandments are so important. The Ten 
Commandments are a list of things that are wrong even if you are 
willing to pay the punishment. They are unlike any legal code, un-
like anything I can see in America.

Every society has laws. But those laws are almost always about the 
consequences of violation. In contrast, the section of the Ten Com-
mandments that govern human interaction — the ones where we 
would be most likely to see consequences listed — don’t even men-
tion costs and benefits. While the writers of the Torah didn’t have 
access to modern neuroscience, the Ten Commandments seemed 
to have been intentionally written in order to activate the “right and 
wrong” part of our brain, and not the “costs and benefits” part.

How Should We Talk About Values?

We don’t often realize that we categorize values in two different 
ways. Some are experienced emotionally, while others are comput-
ed more rationally. So our task is one that is at the same time very 
simple and very complicated — namely, to recognize when we are 
moving from one system to the other.

On the one hand, we often forget how hard it is to be rational when 
we are emotionally charged about something, and that rational 
evidence never convinces anyone (even ourselves) when we are 
riled up.

On the other hand, as my environmentalist friend with the baby 
realized, sometimes the values we hold most dear are actually the 
result of a cold cost / benefit analysis, and we often forget that do-
ing the right thing has a cost.

So the real question isn’t, “What do we value?” That’s a compara-
tively easy question to answer — we all talk about things like justice, 
peace, and fairness. The real question is, “How are we experiencing 
this particular value?” Are we deliberately calculating, or emotion-
ally reacting?

Because only by answering that question can we learn how much we 
truly value our values. is wrong. 

Temple Beth El’s  Israel Action Committee
is proud to support the viewing of

Remembrance 
April 19 at 7:30 pm

at the Jacob Burns Westchester Jewish Film Festival 2012

Q&A by David Harris, 
Executive Director AJC, and
Ms. Ewa Junczyk-Ziomecka, 
Polish Consul General NY

Tickets 12.50 – Available through the 
temple office. Make checks payable to 
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester.

Remembrance depicts a love story between a German Jew and 
a Polish Catholic that blossomed amid the terror of Auschwitz 
in 1944. Deftly flashing back and forth over 30 years—between 
the couple’s audacious escape and the lives they came to lead 
as adults—this is a portrait of a woman caught in the cross-
currents of past and present. Based on a true story about two 
tremendously courageous people.

Reception sponsored by AJC.

Bedford Presbyterian Church — March 21 
An Interfaith Dialogue with Ido Aharoni, Consul 
General of Israel in New York.  Topic:  Understand-
ing Israel – Basic Facts, Complicated Situations.
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(Cantor Anesi, continued from page 6)

I had joined this particular trip because it was led by colleagues from 
Bethesda, MD, who had visited Cuba a number of times before, and 
who therefore have long-standing and deep connections with the 
Jews there. This time, they had about 20 congregants along, several 
of whom were also making repeat trips. So we had, along with our 
terrific guide, a few additional Spanish speakers and some very 
experienced Cuba travelers; in addition to the four cantors and two 
professional musicians. We performed in three concerts of Jewish 
(mostly Sephardic) music: in Havana (where our audience included 
members of our State Department and several ambassadors from 
other countries); and then out in the provinces, where we also led a 
weekend of Shabbat services.

To say that the Jews of Cuba are hungry for connections to Judaism 
and, against all odds, manage to keep a community together—par-
ticularly difficult outside Havana—is an enormous understatement. 
The warm greetings and overwhelming gratitude we received from 
these especially far-flung communities for what we had brought 
them, both materially and spiritually, offered some of the most mov-
ing and inspirational moments I have ever experienced as a cantor 
(of course my colleagues felt the same). I would encourage many of 
you to take a trip to Cuba: along with the joy of offering your pres-
ence and support to our brothers and sisters there, you would likely 
experience enormous appreciation for our freedoms in this coun-
try—whether as Jews or Americans, as a result. 

While accommodations weren’t always great and food was in some-
what short supply in various places, my trip to Cuba was quite ex-
traordinary, and is a memory I will carry with me always. I am most 
grateful that I was able to spend so much “quality” time with the 
Jewish community there, and cannot think of a better way to have 
finished up my sabbatical travels (and the weather was paradise, for 
those of us who love the sun and warm temperatures!)

I am greatly indebted to my colleagues here at Temple Beth El for 
carrying my weight over these past months, and of course to you—
our congregants—for making it possible for me to take this wonder-
ful and restorative sabbatical!

cantor dana anesi

As you probably know, I returned 
from a three-month sabbatical on 
March 1st, and I am very pleased to 
report that my time away included a 
fair amount of traveling, and studying! 

The month of December, while a 
relatively uneventful beginning to 
my break, I did attend the Biennial 
convention of our Union for Reform 
Judaism, in the D.C. area, which was 

quite exciting for numerous reasons, including the appearance of 
President Obama. As always, the Biennial was a stirring reminder of 
what it means to be part of a thriving, forward-looking movement. I 
was most honored to have been chosen to lead a workshop there as 
well, and to take part in other presentations and events.

And then on January 1st, I arrived in Israel for nearly a month’s stay, 
mostly in Jerusalem. The first two weeks of my visit, I took a course 
called “Trauma and Resilience,” at Hebrew University on Mt. Scopus, 
given in conjunction with the Israel Center for the Treatment of 
Psychotrauma. Having received a degree in pastoral counseling 
two years ago, I continue to be very interested in the field of mental 
health, so I was delighted to discover this course being offered, and 
taught by some of Israel’s finest professionals in the field. I learned 
a great deal from these gifted and dedicated practitioners, and very 
much enjoyed the wonderful and varied group of people in the class 
too, who came from all over the world, and many have now become 
valued friends. 

After the course ended, I attended various classes at the Conserva-
tive Yeshiva—the Conservative movement’s home in Jerusalem—
where I’ve studied several times in the summer. For a mere 10 
shekels (about $2.75) this time of year, anyone can simply drop in on 
ongoing classes, which cover topics like philosophy, Bible, rabbinic 
literature, etc. 

In addition, I visited the Negev and the north for a day or so; saw 
friends and colleagues who were either visiting or live in Israel; and 
spent time at our movement’s seminary, Hebrew Union College-Jew-
ish Institute of Religion. This is where rabbinic, cantorial, and educa-
tion students are required to spend their first year of school, and I 
had the opportunity to teach a session for the cantorial students. 
As always, I loved being in Israel (even with lots of rain and much 
colder temperatures this time!) and left with reluctance—although I 
still had a most fascinating trip ahead of me.

Then, early on a Sunday morning in February, I arrived at Jose Marti 
International Airport, in Cuba, from Miami, along with the mem-
bers of my group, for 10 days in this island nation. The airport was 
bustling, and we had a somewhat tricky gauntlet to run through 
Cuban customs, because we were bringing in various supplies for the 
Jewish communities we would be meeting throughout the country. 
Having survived the scrutiny of the officials, we made our way to 
Havana, to begin our Cuban adventure. After three days in Havana, 
we ventured out to the rest of the country, and spent a great deal of 
time with the Jews in Cienfuegos, Santa Clara, Sancti Spiritus, and 
Camaguey—our last stop, and from where we eventually flew home. 7



SIMCHAT SHABBAT
the joy of shabbat 

Led by Cantor Ellen Dreskin

saturday, april 7 at 9:00 am
A special shabbat musical service, which

occurs once a month from 9:00 to 9:45 am 
for children and adults with developmental 

disabilities & their families.    

next date: may 5                   

Susan Cosden, Director of
Education

On Wednesday, April 18 at 7:15 
pm our congregation will join Jews 
throughout the world observing Yom 
HaShoah. This service will end a 
unit of Shoah studies for our seventh 
graders.  The service will begin with a 
candle procession, in which each child 
in attendance will walk down the mid-
dle aisle and place a lit yellow candle 
on the front table.  This ritual, at the 
start of our observance, is intended to 
connect our students to the Shoah and 

visually demonstrate that we are still here.  

At Temple Beth El we work hard to help our students experience 
viscerally the meanings of the Holocaust.  We teach its history – its 
causes and timeline — we teach about bystanders, victims and per-
petrators, and we emphasize upstanders and always end with lessons 
about choosing to participate in the world as upstanders.  We take 
our students to the Jewish Heritage Museum and the U.S. Holocaust 
Museum, have them listen to survivors or watch videos of survivors, 
and attend Yom HaShoah services. Yet, I am painfully aware that for 
many of our students and many of our families, including my own, 
it is hard to connect to the Shoah as our story is as American Jews.  
For most of us, we did not have direct family members who died or 
directly experienced the Shoah. (For our families who did, this day 
and this subject are experienced quite differently and I always appre-
ciate learning from you though I know I can never fully realize your 
pain.)   Many of us are too young to have lived through World War 
II and therefore the Shoah is ancient history.  Some of us wrestle 
with the fact that as proud Americans we know our country knew 
about the Extermination Camps and did not bomb even the tracks 
to the camps.  While others of us who are fortunate enough to make 
the connection with the Shoah for our children and for ourselves 
struggle to do so in such a way that we and our children see Judaism 
not to be practiced solely to make sure Hitler never wins but because 
Judaism gives us a value system and a lens for finding purpose in our 
lives.

(continued on page 8)

Spring is finally here although we have 
been so lucky to have such a mild winter.
The children spent last month getting 
ready for the Passover holiday. They 
made chocolate matzah and foods as-
sociated with the holiday.

They learned the story of Passover and 
how lucky we are to be free and what 

                                                that means to us.

They learned about the slaves and they left the land of Egypt.
They learned many songs and even some classes made their own 
Haggadah. The children experienced so much so that we know that 
they have learned so much of why this holiday is so important.

The classes had a seder and learned about all the different foods and 
their meaning on the  seder plate.
The classes made their own seder plates, kiddush cups, etc., to cel-
ebrate the holiday.

When we teach the children we reinforce what they learn with an 
activity so that it becomes meaningful to them. 

We will also be celebrating Yom Ha’Atzmaut.  The children will take 
a mock trip to Israel. They will have pretend passports, and will 
participate in many exciting activities that take place on a Kibbutz in 
Israel.

We will have them go on a pretend camel ride through the desert,  
squeeze fresh oranges to make juice, pretend they are going on an 
archaeological dig for treasure and even make  a message drawing to 
go into the Western Wall that the classes will make.

It is a very special day at Nursery School. The children get very ex-
cited to go to all the different areas to do different things.
Registration is ongoing and we have many new exciting program 
offerings for the 2012/2013 school year.

Janet Goldstein, Early 
Childhood Director

first friday - may 4

5:30 pm kabbal-tot shabbat service 
6:15 pm family shabbat dinner
7:15 pm family shabbat service with 

           k-2nd grade participaton
cost of dinner $10 per person $36/family

children under 5 - free
mail check or contact rose 238-3928 x1320  

next date: June 1
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(Susan Cosden, continued from page 7)

As I traveled this February to Israel and the Netherlands I was 
reminded that the subject of the Shoah is taught and remembered 
through many different lenses.  While we did not have much free 
time while I traveled with Leadership Institute to Israel I made it 
a point to visit Yad VaShem as I had not seen it since they remod-
eled the museum.  When I arrived a group of Israeli soldiers 
training to be officers were starting their tour of the museum.  
With their presence and the way the complex’s design emphasizes 
the views of Jerusalem and Har Herzl I was reminded once again 
of Israel’s struggle to teach the Shoah through the lens of nation-
alism and why they must protect Israel’s existence.  In Amster-
dam I spent the week learning about the Jewish community in 
the Netherlands and how 85% of the Jewish community there was 
destroyed in the Shoah.  On Shabbat when I presented on new 
Jewish rituals one of the members of congregation Beit HaChi-
dush asked me how could they create a ritual for overcoming the 
guilt of being second generation survivors. Remembering is not 
their problem.  For them every day is facing memories. Mark-
ers are outside many homes remembering the Jews who lived 
in that home who never returned.  Several people I met, Jewish 
and non Jewish, live in apartments which have hidden rooms.  
Even the children’s Jewish Museum has a wall that literally talks 
about the Shoah because it was once a wall of a synagogue that 
was destroyed during the Shoah.  Their issue is not how to make 
connections or how to make it a part of their national identity 
but how to let go of the guilt of surviving that they might live and 
hopefully thrive.  

The beauty of rituals and holiday observances is that each of us 
can derive something different that is meaningful for our own life 
at this specific time and place.  In addition, because of the com-
monality of our Jewish history our observance of Jewish rituals 
can unite us with our co-religionists throughout the world.  As 
we commemorate Yom HaShoah this year may we connect with 
our shared past, may we connect with our Jewish family through-
out the world, and may we continue to inspire our children to 
find meaning and purpose in their lives through the values, les-
sons and rituals of Judaism.   
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Religious School Highlights
april 2012

April Religious School Calendar

April 1 – 9 Spring Vacation 
April 10  School Resumes
April 15  5th Grade Family Education
  10:00-noon
April 18  Yom HaShoah Service
April 20  7th Grade Trip to
  Beth Am Shalom
April 24  No School, teacher training
April 30  Last Night of Religious School  
  for Grades 8, 9, 11, and 12

donations requested
for the religious school:

New or gently used/almost new: 

Flip video cameras
Digital photo cameras

(plug ins)
Laptop computers

iPads

If you would like to donate any of these items or would like to make 
a donation toward a purchase, please contact:

Susan Cosden
914-238-5641 or

scosden@bethelnw.org
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Temple Beth El’s First
dog social

Sunday April 15, 11 am -12:30 pm (Rain date: April 22)
Temple Beth El Parking Lot

For Temple Beth El dogs and their families of all ages

Every dog’s a winner!
Fun competition, prizes and treats

For more information, contact
Stephanie Saltzman ssaltzman5@gmail.com.



92nd street Y Broadcast
Mark Bittman and Ruth Reichl  

Our Lives and Cooking
How One Shapes the Other

tuesday, april 10 at 8 pm

With take-out counters, microwave meals and other conveni-
ences more plentiful than ever, Mark Bittman asks why cook? 
in his new book How to Cook Everything: The Basics.

Bittman addresses this question in a conversation with Ruth 
Reichl about how cooking shaped his own life and how just 
picking up a pan and starting to cook brings numerous and 
wonderful benefits extending well beyond the kitchen.

Broadcast begins at 8:00 pm.  Doors open at 7:45 pm.  Refresh-
ments available.  $10/adults, children 18 and under are free. 

Please see our website for more detail.

     10

coming up

Madeleine Albright  —  1937-1948:  
A Personal Story of Remembrance and War

Thursday, May 3 at 8:00 pm

Elie Wiesel  —  Return to the Akeda:  
Why I Love Isaac

Wednesday, May 16 at 8:00 pm
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Passover  (1st seder april 6)

Pesach, known as Passover in English, is a major Jewish spring 
festival, commemorating the Exodus from Egypt over 3,000 
years ago. The ritual observance of this holiday centers around 
a special home service called the seder (meaning “order”) and a 
festive meal; the prohibition of chametz (leaven); and the eating 
of matzah (an unleavened bread). On the eve of the fifteenth day 
of Nisan in the Hebrew calendar, we read from a book called 
the Hagaddah, meaning “telling,” which contains the order of 
prayers, rituals, readings and songs for the Pesach seder. The 
Pesach seder is the only ritual meal in the Jewish calendar year 
for which such an order is prescribed, hence its name.

The seder has a number of scriptural bases. Exodus 12:3-11 
describes the meal of lamb, unleavened bread, and bitter herbs 
which the Israelites ate just prior to the Exodus. In addition, 
three separate passages in Exodus (12:26-7, 13:8, 13:14) and one 
in Deuteronomy (6:20-21) enunciate the duty of the parents to 
tell the story of the Exodus to their children. The seder plate con-
tains various symbolic foods referred to in the seder itself.

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester presents
parenting workshops

- open to the entire community -

NURSERY SCHOOL - Tuesday, April 24, 9:45 am – 11:00 am
 “The Balancing Act: Meeting the Needs of Ourselves

 and Families” 
Presented by Lisa Leffell, LCSW

RSVP: dross@bethelnw.org
                                     

K -  4TH GRADE - Sunday, April 22, 9:15 am – 10:30 am
“How to Say NO; Setting Healthy Limits With Your Children”

Presented by Ellen Weisberg, Med, LMSW     

5th GRADE - Monday, April 23, 5:00 pm – 5:45 pm
 “Finding Your Child’s Unique Path to Success and Happiness”

Presented by Dr. Carrie Cohen

8th & 9th GRADES - Monday, April 16,  6:45 pm – 7:30 pm
“Navigating High School with both Enjoyment and Success”

Presented by Dr. Carrie Cohen
                         

10th GRADE - Monday, May 14,  6:15 pm – 7:00 pm
“The College Process: Finding Sanity Amidst the Madness”

 Presented by Dr. Carrie Cohen with Alan Sheptin, college advisor
                        

For those who have lost parents
over the last 6-8 months:

We invite you to a bereavement group, led by Cantor Anesi, 
meeting on 3 consecutive Wednesdays: May 23, May 30 and June 
6, at 8PM. If you have any questions, please be in touch with 
Cantor Anesi: danesi@bethelnw.org or 914-238-3928.



INTERESTED IN MIXING IT UP IN THE TBE KITCHEN?

A new group focused on cooking/kitchen initiatives
has just launched at TBE. 
* Calling ALL BAKERS *

Contact Beth Jacobson at brjacobson@optonline.net
for information on how to get involved.

don’t miss...

A beautiful, poignant theatrical reading
at Temple Beth El:

Stories from the Fringe:
Women Rabbis, Revealed!

A production of Jewish Women’s Theater

Sunday, June 10 at 5:00 PM

Direct from the West Coast, where it debuted to 
sold-out audiences, comes this touching

and intimate piece about what it is like to be a
woman in the rabbinate. 

Further described as
“Finding holy moments in love, 

God and a fabulous pair of shoes,” 
it will instill in our extended family of women

indescribable feelings of wholeness and joy.
The timing coincides with the 40th anniversary

of the ordination of the first woman rabbi.

Ticket price of $36 ($28 for Juniors under 18 and 
Seniors 65+) - price of admission includes

wine and cheese prior to the play

For a preview go to:
http://www.jewishwomenstheater.org/?page_id=2111

For more information,
contact Meryl Adler at meryl47@aol.com

Reservation Form
 “Stories From the Fringe: Women Rabbis, Revealed!”

Please fill out this form and send it with your check to:
Cheryl Goldfrach
303 Bedford Road

Chappaqua, New York 10514

Please make the check payable to: Temple Beth El

Name: ______________________________________________

Email: ______________________________________________

Phone: ______________________________________________

______ Regular admission(s) @ $36 ea. = ________
______ Junior (18 & under) admission(s) @ $28 ea. = ________ 
______ Senior (65+) admission(s) @ $28 ea. = ________

Total Enclosed: ____________ 
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get in the mix
(member initiated xtras)

at temple beth el

With beautiful new building space and an energized member-
ship, TBE invites your ideas, leadership and participation in new, 
member-initiated activities and events. 

Book clubs, yoga, gardening, computers, college advising, crafts, 
photography, film club. . .you name it!
Have an idea and want to bring it to TBE.... let the TBE Connec-
tions Group know!

Contact Karen Silver at kmsilver@optonline.net and find out how 
TBE members can “get in the MIX!”

visit us at www.bethelnw.org



Susan Pecker
to Receive Julian Y. Bernstein Award

On Wednesday, May 16, Susan Pecker will receive the Julian 
Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Award.   Susan, along with 
17 other volunteers will be honored at the Westchester Jewish 
Council’s annual meeting.  Each year WJC recognizes 18 volun-
teers from among its member organizations whose dedication 
strengthens the community.

GET INVOLVED

Thanks
       to the generosity of Temple Beth El’s Sisterhood our 
sanctuary is equipped with an infrared sound system which will 
enable those with difficulty hearing to have personal amplifica-
tion through the use of an individual receiver.  You do not need 
a hearing aid for these units to be of assistance.  The units are 
available at the entrance to the sanctuary fifteen minutes before 
services begin.

Knitzvah Corps
wednesday, April 25

Knitzvah Corps meetings have returned to the temple.
We will generally be meeting the 3rd Wednesday

of the month from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. 

We welcome all who knit or who want to learn.

For more information, contact Hilary Kent
hilaryk13@gmail.com or 238-9793

    
     S

ISTERHOOD  NEWS
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The Tikkun Olam Council is our congregation’s catalyst for seek-
ing social and economic justice. Consistent with the Torah’s moral 
teachings, we are committed to engaging in acts of tzedakah in order 
to relieve suffering, inequity, and misunderstanding in our local, 
national, and global communities.  We seek others who are similarly 
situated in doing mitzvot to join us in our mission and to share their 
ideas for bettering the world.

Each month we collect tzedakah for a meaningful charity.  An-
nounced from the bimah at the conclusion of services and listed in 
our service sheet, we hope you will support our efforts to meet the 
needs of those organizations which we support.  The tzedakah box is 
located at the front of the synagogue. Please give as you see fit.

For further information about the TOC and how you can become 
involved, please contact Sheila Schneiderman (sheilasyogi@aol.com), 
Brenda Haas (brendaphaas@yahoo.com), or Matthew Cantor (can-
torjm2@aol.com).

    T
IKKUN OLAM COUNCIL

tzedakah
American Jewish World Service

American Jewish World Service is an interna-
tional development organization motivated 

by Judaism’s imperative to pursue justice. AJWS is dedicated 
to alleviating poverty, hunger and disease among the people of 
the developing world regardless of race, religion or nationality. 
Through grants to grassroots organizations, volunteer service, 
advocacy and education, AJWS fosters civil society, sustainable 
development and human rights for all people, while promoting 
the values and responsibilities of global citizenship within the 
Jewish community.
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Professor David DeSteno
Character in the Balance: Exploring the 
Causes and Consequences of Compassion - 
April 15 at 4:00 pm

David DeSteno is the author of the book Out Of Character: Sur-
prising Truths About the Liar, Cheat, Sinner (and Saint) Lurking in 
All of Us and is the director of the Social Emotions Lab at North-
eastern University. Dr. DeSteno’s work is frequently featured in 
mass media outlets such as The New York Times (including the 
NYT Year In Ideas), The Wall Street Journal, Newsweek, The 
Boston Globe, NPR, and the NYT Freakonomics Blog, for which 
he has served as a guest blogger.

Dr. DeSteno has dedicated his career to exploring the multifac-
eted ways in which emotional experiences shape decision-mak-
ing and social behavior. His lab is internationally renowned for 
its findings and paradigms related to studying social emotions 
and moral behavior in real-time. From compassion to hypoc-
risy, gratitude to pride, generosity to jealousy, and cooperation 
to discrimination, Dr. DeSteno’s work has been on the cutting-
edge of explorations into the linkages between emotion and the 
social mind.



Mazal Tov from the congregation to:
Karl & Rosanne Blechman

on the engagement of their son, Andrew to Carolyn Feldman
Robert and Bobbi Reitzes

on the birth of their grandson
Marlon George Reitzes on March 7 to parents, Jon and Lindsay

For everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -

our joys, our sorrows

Amanda Hauptman
Reese Highbloom
Matthew Janis
Bennett Katz
Isabelle Klein
Aimee Koestler
Jessica Kratz
Ilan Laurence
Sydney Lerman
Benjamin Leser
Sophie Leser
Sloane Lieberman
Jacob Lowy
Justin Miller
Samantha Monk
Danielle Moskowitz
Sasha Murray
Siena Mutkoski
Zachary Nadan
Andrew Perelman

    
      

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS

Our special thanks to those sponsoring Onegs:
Bradford & Marla Brickman

Scott Dinhofer & Benna Dinhofer
Mitch & Leni Goldstein
Eric & Lindsey Green

Mark & Margery Schelling
David & Nancy Woolf

Tributes From 2/9/2012 to 3/7/2012 

Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
Brach & Hedy Simpson in honor of Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman, for 
   all you’ve done for my father, Martin Gruenfeld
Kenneth Rosenblatt & Lynne S. Cohen in memory of Victor 
   Rosenblatt
  
Beginning Years Early Childhood Center Fund  
Marsha Halpern in memory of Joel Halpern
Linda & Stephen Ochser in memory of Rochelle Cirin
  
Betty & Jack Bader Adult Education Fund  
William Pollak & Maria Fisher in memory of Ruth Lasser
  
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund  
Gina Maccoby in memory of Herbert Maccoby
  
Capital Campaign Tributes  
Phyllis Kirshner in memory of Steve Broudy
  
Caring Community Fund  
Ann & Ray Finkelstein in honor of Lena Davidson
Penny & Stan Hamlet in memory of Nasha Hamlet
The Tucker Family in memory of Morris Finkel
  
Chai Funds  
Donna, Ross, David & Michael in memory of Daniel Wolchok
Sylvia & Murray Waksman in memory of Gloria Kalina
Sylvia & Murray Waksman in memory of Lena Lefkowitz
  
Clergy’s Congregants in Need Fund  
Lawrence & Bonnie Kivel in memory of Sonia Kivel
  
Ellis & Rae Zimmer Fund For Children In Need  
Susan & Clifford Ray in memory of Lydia Hertling
  
Dave & Bunny Center Family Mitzvah Endowment Fund 
Charlene Berman in memory of Herbert Maccoby
Charlene Kahn & Family in memory of Dave Center

Temple Beth El Endowment Fund  
Ross & Janet Levy in memory of Rhoda Levy
Leslie, Mitchell & Matthew Rubin in memory of Milton Rubin
  
Neidich Education Scholarship Fund  
Fred & Amy Robin in memory of  Morris Robin

Flower Fund  
Jill, Gary, Jesse & Justin Abrams in memory of Jaret Wittenberg
Jill, Gary, Jesse & Justin Abrams in memory of Elaine Abrams 
   Nehemiah
Debra & Jeffrey Geller in memory of Dora Shapiro
Kamran & Ellen Hakim in memory of Isaac Hakim
Donna & Ross Held in memory of Doris Held

      
         

 RECENT GIFTS

Jason Platkin
Kelsey Raicht
Caleb Reynolds
Zachary Robinson
Sadie Rutman
Einan Sauerhaft
Michaela Schapiro
Jacob Scott
Marielle Seigel
Claire Sparks
Eric Stillman
Harry Tishelman-
Charny
Charlotte Tucker
Hannah Ullman
Grace Ullman
Allison Wachtfogel
Caroline Wolfe
Robert Woolf
Rebecca Zadeck

Sam Abitanta
Amanda Akin
Matthew Baum
Rebecca Berg
Samuel Berger
Bryce Bernbach
Joshua Bluestine
Halle Brickman
Joshua Cantor
Hunter Corte
Mikaela Davidson
Andrew DeMarchis
Madison DeMarchis
Rachel Deutsch
Jason Friedman
Jared Gelber
Drew Goldberg
Adam Graff
Chloe Greenstein
Beckie Hamroff

Condolences  from the congregation:
Brad Brickman

on the death of his mother, Dolly Brickman, on March 7
Michele Kirschenbaum

on the death of her father, Burton Siedman on February 15
The Family of Barbara Levy,

founding member, on March 10
Liz Wolfe

on the death of her mother, Eleanor Levin, on March 3
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In Times of Sadness and in Times of Joy,
Please Keep Us Informed!

It is always a pleasure to hear good news from our temple mem-
bers and to share joys.  Often it helps to share problems or illness-
es, too.  Our Rabbis, Cantor, and Caring Community Committee 
want to respond to the needs of our congregants.  Please let us 
know if you, or some other temple member, might be helped by a 
visit or telephone call.  Many people assume that everyone knows, 
but a note or call to the temple office, at 238-3928, will get the 
message to our clergy.

April 1-7 
Simon Abraham
Murray Ackerman
Sara Baum
Mary Benjamin
Monroe W. Bleetstein
Helen Borchard
Sidney Bronen
Tina Bronstein
Theodore Davidoff
Louis Degelsmith
Florence Donner
Joseph Dulgov
Dorothy Elman
Phillip Elman
Max Findling
Milton Finger
Allan Finkel
Kenneth Friedman
George Fullam 
Samuel Gelburd
Sheldon Goldstein
Edith Green
Rita Greenberg
Harold J. Henly
Abraham Sully Kaplan
Belle Katz
Gerard Kessler
Samuel J. Kimmel
Jacob Kyman
Edward Laskey
Jerome Levy
Minnie Marron
Henry Moskowitz
Hattie Neidich
Sylvia Reff
Rose Reitzes
Boris Rosenzweig
Dora Rosenzweig
Miriam Safro
Robert Saltzman
Samuel Shrager
Jill Solomon
Marie Spevack
Bernard Vexler
Lee Wolff
Sidney Zenker

April 8-14 
Gussie Cohen
Michael Estrow
Ralph Gefsky

april yahrzeits Philip Weiss
Nathan Wolfson
Milton Zimmerman
 
April 22-28 
Jay Anfanger
Ada Bacher
Morton Bernstein
Rose K. Borenkind
Etta Brotz
Hyman Clyman
Harry Victor Cowen
Philip Feld
Bernard Fishman
Aviva Freelander
Abraham Glazer
Victor Greenbaum
Abraham Holzman
Shirley Jacobs
Marilyn Kane
Sydelle Kesselman
Sarah Kimmel
Morris C. Klein
Rolf Landauer
Sam Lefkowitz
Lillian Lessler
Nathan Levine
Morris Margolin
Ida Mitelman
Dorothea Ochser
Harold Paster
Morris Raskin
Harry Reiner
Morris Rutfield
Benjamin Saslow
Henry Smith
Alfred Stein
Raymond Stillman
 
April 29-30 
Simon Blitstein
Bunny Center
Judith Feldman
Harry Fisher
Sarah Goldstein
Jacob Klarman
Ben Morris
Vera Nemoytin
Louis Routman
Etta Shapero
Irving Sisman
Louis Tulbowitz
Lucille F. Warner

(Recent Gifts, continued...)

Mitchell, Christina, Sarah & Rebecca Kaufman in memory of 
   Ruth Kaufman
Jonathan & Leslie Koch in memory of Morton Pechman
Dick & Lee Laster in memory of Jeanette Laster
Ann & Fredric Price in memory of Israel Streger, grandfather of 
   Ann Price
Ann & Fredric Price in memory of Jeanette Streger, mother of 
   Ann Price
Fred & Amy Robin in memory of Bebe Harrison
Rachel & Benjamin Rosin in memory of Lenore Rosin
David & Deenie Ruzow in memory of Jerome Ruzow
Judith & Kenneth Sagat in memory of Albert Huber
Richard & Dianne Spitalny in memory of Mark Press
  
Gregory Altman Music & Arts Fund  
Adrienne & Jerome Shiloff in memory of Steve Broudy

Oneg Shabbat  
Judy & Marvin Edelstein, Zeei & Venio Masotti and Bernard Stein in 
honor of Alexander Masotti’s Bar Mitzvah
The Goldreich Family in memory of Vivian’s 1st Yahrzeit
  
Religious School and Family Education Fund  
Steve & Phyllis Biren in memory of Bertha Harrison
  
Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  
Maggie Broudy in honor of Rabbi Joshua Davidson
Stanley & Betty Raider in honor of  Joseph Notis’s Bar Mitzvah
Brach & Hedy Simpson in honor of Rabbi Joshua Davidson for my father, 
Martin Gruenfeld
Maggie Broudy in memory of my husband, Steve Broudy
Donna & Dodd Farber in memory of Alvin Gelber
Joseph D. Goldreich in memory of Vivian J. Goldreich
Lori & Seth Hauser in memory of Burton Siedman
The Heffer Family in memory of  Muriel Seiler
Sandra & Perry Levine in memory of Lillian Flichtenfeld
Barry & Linda Slotnick in memory of Samuel Slotnick
  
Tikkun Olam/Social Justice Fund  
Jonathan & Maxine Ferencz in memory of Shirley Levine
Penny & Stan Hamlet in memory of Selma Leff
Shirley Kesselman in memory of Theodore Kesselman
  
Torah Funds  
Frances & William Deutsch in memory of Janet Wallack
Ellen & James Tilzer in memory of Blanche Tilzer
Jim & Ellen Tilzer in memory of Bertha Tilzer Greene
  
Tree Of Life Fund  
Richard & Amy Glotzer in honor of the b’nei mitzvah of Jordan, Lily 
    & Adam Glotzer

Youth Program Fund  
Joan & Dyke Kolbert in memory of Mildred Axelrod
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Yahrzeit - a year’s time - is the anniversary of the death of a dear one.  In the temple, it is sym-
bolized by reading the names of the loved ones and the recitation of the Kaddish.  Our temple 
office will remind you of Yahrzeit, following the Jewish or the solar calendar, as you prefer.  
As so often in Jewish life, we mark a Yahrzeit by giving tzedakah in the name of our beloved.

At home, a 24-hour light is kindled on the eve of Yahrzeit. The family may gather at 
dusk, and say: At this moment, in memory of our beloved, we join hands in love and 
remembrance.  A link has been broken in the chain that has bound us together, yet strong 
bonds of home and love hold us each together.  We give thanks for the blessing of life, of 
companionship, and of memory.  We are grateful for the strength and faith that sustained 
us in the hour of our bereavement.  Though sorrow lingers, we have learned that love is 
stronger than death.  Though our loved one is behind our sight, we do not despair, for we 
sense our beloved in our hearts as a living presence.  14

Ira Gluck
Theodore Gold
Rose Goldman
Florence Greenwald
Sadie Henly
Sadie Jacobs
Herbert Kerbel
Rose Levitt
Arthur Malina
Ubaldo Masotti
Joseph Moscowitz
Henry Neidich
Jean Orlander
Joseph Perloff
Milton Perloff
Pearl Poret
Darrett Rutman
Benjamin Schneck
Murray Shumel
Jacob Siegel
Martin Stern
George Tilzer
Lois Walker
James Yussim
 
April 15-21 
Doris Ackerman
Lucille Altman
Libby Barna
Melvin Benson
Harold Bernstein
Oscar Buchman
Warren Bunshaft
Irving Cohen
Willard Davidson
Shulamith Davis
Morris Dobkin
Barry Kenneth Dubinsky
Barbara Feibus
Leon Gildesgame
Erich Grunebaum
Pearl Lavender
Samuel Liber
Martin Manasse
Fannie Nelson
Alexander Pollak
Clare Rush
Leonard Shapiro
Meyer Siegel
Abraham Spitalny
Abraham Stangel
Arnold Wallack



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2

No BY and RS 
(spring recess)

3

No BY and RS 
(spring recess)

4

No BY and RS 
(spring recess)

5

No BY and RS 
(spring recess)

6 

No BY and RS 
(spring recess)

First Night of 
Passover

3:00 PM Temple 
Office Closes

4:00 PM Shabbat 
Worshiip Service

7

No BY and RS 
(spring recess) 

Passover 

9:00 AM Simchat 
Shabbat

9:15 AM First Day 
Passover Morning 
Service and Study

8 

No BY and RS 
(spring recess) 

Passover

9

No BY and RS 
(spring recess) 

Passover 

10

BY and RS Reopens 

Passover 

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

8:00 PM 92nd St 
Y Broadcast: Mark 
Bittman and Ruth 
Reichl - Our Lives 
and Cooking - How 
One Shapes the 
Other

11 

Passover

9:30 AM Mah 
Jongg

6:00 PM B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 5 Session 2

6:00 PM B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
Group 1 & 2: Ses-
sion 1

7:30 PM Worship 
Committee  Meet-
ing

7:30 PM RS Com-
mittee Meeting

12 

Passover 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

5:30 PM 2015 BM 
Date Meeting

13 

7th Day of Passover

BY & Temple Office 
Closed

7:30 AM Passover 
Service w/ Yizkor 
followed by Matzah 
Brie Breakfast

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service

14

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Bat Mitzvah

15 

9:00 AM RS K - 4th 
Grade

10:00 AM RS 5th Grade 
Family Education

11:00 AM Dog Social in 
TBE’s Barking Lot

4:00 PM “Character 
in the Balance” with 
speaker, Professor 
David DeSteno

6:00 PM 6th & 7th 
Grade Social

16 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 6th 
Grades

6:15 PM RS 8th - 12th 
Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th Grade

6:45 PM Parent Work-
shops 8th & 9th Grades

8:15 PM Finance 
Committee Meeting

17 

2:00 PM RS 3rd & 4th 
Grades

2:15 PM BY  BJE 
Meeting

18 

Erev Yom Hashoah

9:30 AM Mah Jongg

7:15 PM Yom Hasho-
ah Service (w/ speaker 
Helen Dorman)

19 

Yom Hashoah

3:45 PM RS 5th & 6th 
Grades

6:00 PM B’nei Mitzvah 
Chavurah - Group 5 
Session 3

8:00 PM Executive 
Committee Meeting

20

8:00 PM Shabbat Wor-
ship Service

21

9:15 AM Torah Study

10:30 AM Shabbat-
Worship Service with 
B’not Mitzvah

22

9:00 AM RS K - 4th 
Grades

9:15 AM Israeli Book 
Group:  “Start Up Na-
tion”

23 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

4:45 PM Parent 
Workshop  5th 
Grade

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade

6:15 PM RS 8th - 
12th Grades

24 

No RS

RS Teacher Training

3:45 PM RS Staff 
Development - Com-
munity of Learners 
Sessions

25

7:30 PM Knitzvah 
Meeting

26 

Yom Ha’Atzmaut

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

27 

6:15 PM Israel Dinner 
Party

7:15 PM Yom 
Ha’Atzmaut 
Shabbat Worship 
Service

28 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

29 

9:00 AM 
RS K - 4th Grades

30 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade

6:15 PM RS 8th - 12th 
Grades - Last Day

Confirmation 
Rehearsal

8:15 PM Board of 
Trustees Meeting

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester    www.bethelnw.org  15

April 2012



TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN        APRIL 2012         WWW.BETHELNW.ORG

16

Pictures from Purim!
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You Are Invited to Two County-Wide Events
in April!

Westchester County Yom Hashoah Commemoration
Thursday, April 19 10:00AM-12:00PM

Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Road, Pleasantville
This program will include a film, remarks from elected officials,

and a candle lighting service by Holocaust survivors.

Yom Ha’atzmaut Celebration
3rd Annual Westchester Jewish Council

Celebration of Israel in Film & Art 
as part of the annual Westchester Jewish Film Series

Thursday, April 26, 7:30 PM
Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 Manville Road, Pleasantville

The documentary to be shown portrays a poignant slice of Israeli life 
that is beautiful, tragic, funny and dynamic.

There will also be a special guest reception following the screening –
“Israel in Images: An Exhibition” can be viewed then.

Tickets are available online at www.burnsfilmcenter.org 

For more information contact the Westchester Jewish Council
(914) 328-7001    info@wjcouncil.org     www.wjcouncil.org

A proud beneficiary of UJA-Federation of New York

Calling all artists!
Don’t forget to join the Mitzvah Day T-shirt contest!

All entries due by Tuesday, April 10



TEMPLE BETH EL OF
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

220 South Bedford Road • Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.bethelnw.org  temple@bethelnw.org
Telephone: 914-238-3928 Religious School: 914-238-5641
Fax: 914-238-4030  Nursery School: 914-238-5735

Senior Rabbi - Joshua M. Davidson
rabbistudy@bethelnw.org

Associate Rabbi - Geoffrey A. Mitelman
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

Cantor - Dana Anesi
danesi@bethelnw.org

Assistant Cantor - Ellen Dreskin
edreskin@bethelnw.org

Executive Director - Gennifer Kelly
executivedirector@bethelnw.org

Director of Education - Susan Cosden
scosden@bethelnw.org

Early Childhood Director - Janet Goldstein
jgoldstein@bethelnw.org

 WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester welcomes all who wish 
to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all 
their forms, gays, lesbians, interfaith couples – all people regard-
less of age, sexual orientation, or financial means. In the words of 
Rabbi Davidson: “The synagogue is a kehilah kedoshah – a sacred 
community. It’s like a sukkah. A sukkah is constructed of many 
different branches woven together. So is the synagogue: the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the married and the unmarried, 
single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jew-
ish spouses. The broader the sukkah’s reach, the more tightly its 
branches are woven, the stronger it stands. So too the synagogue: 
the greater the variety of people welcomed within it, the closer 
they feel to one another, the stronger the temple stands.”

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN

Published monthly, September through June, by the congregants
of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester

Advertising:          Hedy Simpson, hgsimpson@aolcom
Bulletin Editor:       Galia Silverberg, gsilverberg@bethelnw.org
Proof Editor:        Mel Wolfson 914-238-4694 

NEW TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS

1300 Life Cycle Emergency
1310 Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson (917- 439 - 6757)
1312 Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman (646 - 853 - 4421)
1316 Cantor Dana Anesi
1317 Assistant Cantor Ellen Dreskin
1321 Gennifer Kelly, Executive Director
1320 Rose Hill, Executive Assistant
1310 Jaclyn Trustman, Secretary to Rabbi Davidson
1323 Galia Silverberg, Graphic Design
1323 Abby Hines, Communications Specialist
1322 Ann Testone, Bookkeeper
1121 Susan Cosden, Director of Education
1120 Deborah Ross, Admin. Asst. Religious School
1221 Janet Goldstein, Early Childhood Director
1220 Nancy Silver, Admin. Asst. Early Childhood
1600 Gregory Allen, Building Manager

            Cemetery information: 238-3928

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Bill Pollak
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

MT Nesters - Helen Sauerhaft
Sisterhood - Gail Schreier

Youth Group President - Sara Levy
PAST PRESIDENTS-HONORARY

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Steve Adler - Stanley Amberg - Charlene Berman

Ernest M. Grunebaum - May Rolle - Barry Meisel  - Melvin Ehrlich 
Gloria Meisel - David Ruzow

Submissions should be e-mailed to bulletin@bethelnw.org. Deadlines are the fifth of the month prior for publication the following month.

TRUSTEES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS
              Harry Cohen   President
 David Abrams  Executive Vice President
 Lisa Davis  Vice President
 Stacey Divack  Vice President
 Lisa Hamroff  Vice President
 Janet Levy  Vice President
 Susan Pecker  Vice President
 Doug Zucker  Treasurer
 Koley Corte  Assistant Treasurer
 Danna Schoenberg Secretary
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Term Expires 2012
Heidi Auerbacher
Stuart Berg
Donna Held
Rhonda Regan
Karla Shepard
    Rubinger
Forrest Sussman

Term Expires 2013
Matt Cantor
Ruth Clark
Steve Kane
Robert Klein
Karen Silver

Term Expires 2014
Richard Albert
Leslie Hinderstein
Maxine Olson-Maynard
Robert Medway
Stephanie Saltzman
Ellen Wlody
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OR Current Resident
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Donna Held

dheld@ctechny.com

Jodi Falbaum

 jfalbaum@yahoo.com

Don Safferstein

dsafferstein@optonline.net

Sunday, May 20, 2012 
 8:30 am - 3:00 pm  

A day to come together as a community
 to do social action, the hands-on direct work to improve people’s lives. 
It starts with a breakfast buffet and ends with a Thank You Barbeque.

In between are enough activities to get everyone involved. 
Calling all artists!  Don’t forget to join the Mitzvah Day T-shirt contest! 

8:30 am
Registration and Breakfast

9:15 am
Opening service and Moving Up Ceremony 

10:00 am – 11:00 am
Walkathon to raise funds for The Women of the Wall organization 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm
BESTY Food Drive for the Interfaith Food Pantry 

Temple Car Wash 
Visit the Food Bank for Westchester 
Gedney Park - Planting and Cleanup 

Camp Wagon Road - Painting 
White Plains Hospital prepare and deliver food and comforting gifts 

Spread some cheer - Join the Mitzvah Day Clowning Squad as we visit Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital  
Visit Kids Kloset 

Cottage School - Planting and Softball 
Project Linus - blanket making 

Cooking for Neighbors Link  
Nursery School Activities - Craft gifts and planting 
Making toys for the animals at the Briarcliff ASPCA 

Help make a difference: We’ll see you on Mitzvah Day!


