
NOVEMBER

HIGHLIGHTS

4
new members shabbat
5:30 pm  kabbal-tot shabbat
6:15 pm  family shabbat dinner
7:15 pm shabbat worship service with
               2nd & 3rd grade participation,  
                summer camp presentation
               & new members welcome

11
6:00 pm mt nesters shabbat dinner
8:00 pm shabbat worship service

13
11:15 am Israel Book Group - Joan Leggant, 
                 Author of “Wherever You Go”

18
8:00 pm Shabbat Worship Service
               Commemorating the 10th
    Yahrzeit of Rabbi Chaim Stern, 
     with former TBE Associate
               Rabbi Dennis Ross & Cantor Jeff  
               Klepper

20
3:30 pm campus of living judaism dedication
4:00 pm interfaith thanksgiving service 
5:00 pm thanksgiving dinner
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See back cover
for

Commemoration of the
10th Yahrzeit of Rabbi Chaim Stern 

with Rabbi Dennis Ross
and Cantor Jeff Klepper.

Join us as we dedicate our Campus of Living  Judaism
and hang our mezuzah. We will be celebrating with our

New Castle community and elected officials.

Our Interfaith Thanksgiving Service & Dinner continues:
a wonderful afternoon of celebration for all ages.

Sunday, November 20

3:30 pm
campus of living judaism dedication

& Mezuzah hanging
4:00 pm

interfaith thanksgiving service
5:00 pm

thanksgiving dinner
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SIMCHAT SHABBAT
The Joy of Shabbat 
Led by Cantor Ellen Dreskin

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 5

9:00 am

next date: december 3

A special Saturday
musical service,

which occurs once a 
month

from 9:00 to 9:45 am
for children and adults

with developmental
disabilities and their 

families.                       
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FIRST FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4
NEW MEMBERS SHABBAT

5:30 PM        Kabbal-tot Shabbat
                       Service

6:15 PM        Family Shabbat Dinner              
              

James Gelsey, Associate Director at the URJ 
Eisner Camp in the Berkshires, will be joining 
us for a fun-filled Shabbat evening filled with a 
lively song session, camp-style dinner and ser-

vices and a special Oneg. Come catch the Ruach 
that our URJ summer camps, both Eisner 

and Crane Lake, can provide!

7:15 PM Shabbat Worship Service
                 with 2nd and 3rd grade
                 participation, summer      
                 camp presentation and
                 new members welcome

Cost of dinner is $10 per person,
$36/family

children under 5 are free

Please RSVP by November 2.
Send your check to the temple

 or contact Rose at
238-3928 x1320 or rhill@bethelnw.org.

Donations Requested
for the Religious School:

New or gently used/almost new:
Flip video cameras

Digital photo cameras that can be 
plugged in directly to computers

Laptop computers
iPads

 
If you would like to donate

any of these items
or would like to make a donation

toward a purchase,
please contact Susan Cosden,

914-238-5641
scosden@bethelnw.org

An Invitation...
KEITH ROBELLARD

solo piano concert
sunday, november 13 at 3:30 pm

in the tbe sanctuary

We are incredibly fortunate to have Keith as our
accompanist, and hope you will join us to hear 
him perform works by Mozart and Beethoven, 

             among other composers. The program will include 
                                           the Moonlight Sonata by Beethoven. 

reception will follow in the great hall

Mark your calendars for what is sure to be a most enjoyable afternoon!



Rosh Hashanah Morning 5772

“The Best Chapters”

Dear Friends,

How better to open a New Year than this:  
gathering for prayer in the restored sanctu-
ary of this extraordinary Campus of Living 
Judaism!  Mah Tovu Ohalecha Ya’akov, 
“How beautiful are your tents O Jacob!”

Entering our magnificent synagogue, we 
might almost forget for an hour or two the troubling world out 
there – where fears of a double-dip recession are rising; where faith 
in American government is plummeting; where Israel’s internation-
al isolation is intensifying; where, as David Brooks recently docu-
mented, youth are drifting from previous generations’ ethical moor-
ings.1 But we cannot escape these crises, not even here.  Especially 
not here.  The Talmud requires that synagogues have windows2  so 
that we not hide from the challenges of our time, but rather rise to 
meet them.3 

But we in the American Jewish community face an additional crisis.  
Too many American Jews are standing on the other side of those 
windows!  While I’ll touch on the other concerns, this last is the one 
I aim to address this morning – because in a most unexpected place, 
I found some of the answers I’d been searching for.

Case Study: The Rebirth of Russian Jewish Life

In late July, I took part in a UJA rabbinic mission to Russia, where 
I bore witness to the miraculous rebirth of Jewish life.  After the 
Iron Curtain fell, some two million Jews left Russia for Israel and 
elsewhere.4  The million who stayed, having been systematically 
uprooted from the soil of any meaningful Jewish experience, could 
best be described as a post-assimilationist community.  At most, 
they had little understanding of what it meant to be Jewish; at worst, 
they didn’t even know they were.  But now, with nurturing from 
Federation and other sources, the first buds of Jewish renewal have 
begun to appear.  

Russia’s Jews are this generation’s Isaacs.  In an episode that follows 
this morning’s Torah reading, Abraham’s son returns to the land of 
Gerar to unstop the wells his father once dug.  Today, metaphorical-
ly speaking, Russia’s Jews have returned to Gerar to redig the wells 
of Jewish life, and from them the mayim chayim, the life-giving 
waters of Torah, have begun to flow.

Make no mistake though:  the building of Judaism in Russia is a re-
construction project.  Thus far, only ten to fifteen percent of Russia’s 
Jews have been reclaimed for our people.5  And according to one of 
Russia’s chief rabbis, Berel Lazar, synagogues as traditionally defined 
are inadequate to the task.  Worship and study alone cannot reel in a 
generation for whom prayer and text are utterly foreign.

Other models of engagement are required.  Those Jewish organiza-
tions thriving offer nursery schools and daycare centers, kindergar-
tens and arts classes, concerts and dance, and restaurants.  They are

rabbi joshua m. davidson
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bustling hubs of activity in the vision of Mordecai Kaplan who 
understood that Judaism should encompass not only faith, but also 
the cultural and social aspects of Jewish communal living.  The ap-
proach is succeeding at bringing Russian Jews back to Judaism. 

Thousands of youth now attend Jewish camps.  At one outside 
St. Petersburg, many high schoolers shared the same remarkable 
tale.  A few weeks earlier, their parents had told them they would 
be attending a Jewish camp for the summer — to which the kids 
responded with complete incomprehension, “Why on earth are you 
sending me to a Jewish summer camp?”  “Well,” their parents would 
explain haltingly, “there is something you should know about your-
self.”  And that is how these kids discovered they were Jews!  Their 
counselors, college students, also were just beginning to explore 
their identity.  Each radiated the joy of a young child opening a gift 
for the first time.  Indeed they had discovered a treasure, buried in 
them!  

The camp we visited is run by the Jewish Agency for Israel, chaired 
by Natan Sharansky, the Anatoly Sharansky whose story opened the 
world’s eyes to the plight of Russia’s refuseniks more than a genera-
tion ago.  One of our group asked this five-foot-four giant of history, 
“Do you think most Jewish children here know who you are, how 
you were imprisoned?”  He laughed, “Probably not.”  And then he 
turned the question around:  “Let me ask you something.  Do your 
children know how you got us out?  You wring your hands at your 
dwindling numbers and affiliation rates and I bet you haven’t even 
told them the role your community has played in shaping world 
events.  Tell them your story so they know why you matter and why 
they should join you!”

Obviously, UJA undertook the considerable expense of bringing 
twenty congregational rabbis to Russia so that we would encour-
age you to support Federation’s work, and you should.  Whether 
rebuilding synagogues in Moscow or houses in Port-au-Prince; 
whether funding Jewish initiatives or non-Jewish ones, here, in Is-
rael or around the world, UJA is our community’s greatest tzedakah 
collective.  But while Federation’s primary goal was to expose us to 
Jewish renewal in the FSU, the experiences of meeting post-assim-
ilationist Jews, of watching these Jews unwrap and explore their 
newfound identity, and of recalling our role in their freedom, 
clarified my thinking about our future – both our synagogue’s and 
our movement’s.

Post-assimilationist Judaism

First, we too are becoming a post-assimilationist Jewish community.  
Increasing numbers appear regularly on our doorsteps admitting 
a vague notion of their Jewishness but little knowledge of how to 
begin to explore it.

Perhaps this is the inevitable result of Judaism’s encounter with 
Emancipation and the Enlightenment.  When, in the late eighteenth 
and early nineteenth centuries, Emancipation broke open the ghetto 
walls and introduced our great- or great-great-grandparents to 
fields of scholarship and endeavor never before accessible, and the 
Enlightenment brought scientific study to sacred texts, a process of 
secularization began, which for all who took part in it, seismically 
shifted Judaism’s foundations.  One hundred years ago Franz

(continued on page 4)
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(Rabbi Davidson, continued from page 3)

Rosenzweig lamented what had befallen the Jewish home as a 
result:  “The mezuzah may have still greeted one at the door, but the 
bookcase had, at best, a single Jewish corner.”6.  And today, writes 
Rabbi Lance Sussman, “Secularization…continues to erode the reli-
gious basis of American Jewish life.  Every major historical study of 
Judaism…indicates that American Jews are comfortable with their 
‘Jewishness’ but increasingly distant from Judaism as a …faith.”7

Exacerbating our weakened Jewish context are our weakened Jew-
ish attachments.  Previous generations of American Jews rarely 
questioned their responsibility to support the local Jewish commu-
nity.  Today among most non-Orthodox Jewish adults under forty, 
present company excepted for you are here, but among most, no 
such commitment exits.  

Why?  There are a number of factors.  Adults are marrying and 
having children later.  But shifting demographics don’t explain the 
aloofness so many exhibit.  

A post ‘67 generation who take Israel’s survival as a given and 
believe anti-Semitism as an existential threat exists only in history 
books, by and large sense neither the external obligation nor the 
internal need to bind themselves to other Jews.  Israel doesn’t really 
need them, they mistakenly believe.  And they are perfectly at home 
in America.

And they are increasingly individualist.  Any parents of grown 
children know this.  You tell them they should join the local temple 
and they don’t understand why.  And you don’t understand why 
they don’t understand.  It’s because they are seekers not joiners, and 
they will link themselves to organizations only if they find them 
personally meaningful and relevant.8  Whereas affiliation was once 
the primary vehicle for and expression of Jewish engagement as it 
still is for most of us, increasingly today religious opportunities are 
ordered a la carte from a menu of philosophy, psychology, art, sci-
ence, music, theater, study groups, eastern traditions, charismatics, 
yogis, self-help books, and the internet.9

Synagogue life built around worship, study and membership is 
no longer sufficient if we want to connect with a Jewish periphery 
which brings diminished Jewish knowledge, experience and com-
mitment to the table and often feels uncomfortable in the typical 
synagogue setting.  

Earlier I spoke of Mordecai Kaplan, the Russian-born Jew who 
immigrated to America at age eight.  He wrote his most influen-
tial work, Judaism as a Civilization, in response to the situation in 
which American Jews were living in the 1930s.  The country was 
in an economic crisis.  Jews were assimilating.  Kaplan’s response 
was to reconstruct American Jewish life so that it included also the 
cultural and social outlets through which a community naturally 
expresses itself and its needs.10

And I believe we must envision this Campus of Living Judaism that 
way too — as what sociologists call our “third place.”  If the first 
place is home and the second place is work, the third place is where 
people go to pause from the demands of both home and work, to 
engage socially in ways they find meaningful, not in ways others tell
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them should be meaningful.  So let this campus be where members 
and non-members come for coffee and concerts, mahjong and yoga, 
movies, art, theater, lectures and whatever else we and they enjoy.  
And let it also be where members and non-members seek Jewish 
insight about their real life concerns, such as care for aging parents, 
pressures on our youth, the environment – all the issues uncovered 
by our synagogue’s listening campaign.  Temple Beth El can become 
a more relevant, supportive and authentic community, but you and 
I will need to be open to hearing just what “relevant, supportive and 
authentic” mean to today’s Northern Westchester Jews.

A Gift of Profound Meaning

I am convinced Kaplan’s “organic” approach to communal life will 
bring a growing Jewish periphery back through our doors and pro-
vide additional opportunities for us all.  But we are not a JCC or a Y; 
we are a temple, so we will need to deliver something more.

Kaplan understood that at the core of every people lies a set of 
religious beliefs that motivate, inspire, and offer a framework for the 
way that people live; religious teachings that give transcendence to 
their ideals.11 For us, that is Torah – deep and profound.  Our study 
of Chumash must point toward the wealth of rabbinic commentary 
that stands beside it in every classical text.  And this parshanut must 
unveil to the curious eye a glimpse of halachah, aggadah, and kab-
balah, “law, legend and mysticism.”  To return to an earlier meta-
phor, when the inquisitive unwrap the first layer of Jewish learning, 
they need to be drawn deeper by what lies beneath it.  

They need to find there a Judaism committed to wrestling thought-
fully with the critical issues of our time:  because Deuteronomy has 
something to say about the role of government in lifting up those 
who are slipping through society’s cracks — the unemployed, the 
working poor; Talmud and the Codes speak directly to the distribu-
tion and cost of health care; Mishnah to the use of capital punish-
ment.  When Washington gridlock strands twenty-five million 
Americans on un- or under-employment lines, or when crowds 
cheer Rick Perry for the number of executions he’s overseen as Gov-
ernor of Texas, or the right of individuals to reject health insurance 
even if it kills them, as occurred at two recent presidential debates, 
then the Reform movement needs to lift its voice – we need to lift 
our voice — and the voice of Jewish tradition in response.  Now 
some of you are probably saying to yourselves: “Well, there he goes 
again.  This isn’t Judaism, it’s politics.”  No!  This is Rabbinic Juda-
ism at its most authentic.  As much as the rabbis sought to address 
matters of the spirit, they also and often primarily spoke to pressing 
social concerns.12

They never shied from controversy.  But they did not allow their 
disputes to embitter and divide them either.  Take the disciples of 
Hillel and Shammai, always in disagreement.  Their heated argu-
ments would have torn other communities apart.13  And yet the 
Mishnah goes out of its way to tell us that the students of these two 
sages respected each other enough to let their children marry.  

We need to restore such civility to our discourse.  That can be a 
challenge, especially where passions run high as they do around 
Israel.  In the last year we have witnessed too many individuals and 
groups, loyal supporters of Israel, smeared as anti-Zionist because

(continued on page 5)



(Rabbi Davidson, continued from page 4)

they dared question Israel on its policies vis-à-vis the Palestinians.  
Ed Koch’s irresponsible blather about President Obama “throw[ing] 
Israel under a bus,” which he repeated again just days after Obama 
used the weight of his presidency to get the last Israeli diplomats 
out of Cairo, is indicative of this new invective.  So was ZOA 
president Morton Klein’s attack on our movement’s next president, 
Rabbi Richard Jacobs, accusing him of undermining Israel through 
his involvement with J Street and the New Israel Fund, organiza-
tions which seek to heal the rift between Israel and the Palestinians, 
between Arabs and Jews – as if peace were somehow not in Israel’s 
best interest.

There are many real, existential threats facing Israel today.  Iran.  
Hamas.  The United Nations General Assembly.  The Boycott- 
Divestment-Sanctions movement.   But diversity of opinion on the 
best path for Israel to take toward a secure future, which manifests 
itself foremost among Israelis themselves, is not one of them.  The 
question is not whether we should support AIPAC or J Street or 
the American Jewish Committee.  I support all three.  The ques-
tions are:  how are we going to wake up a slumbering and apathetic 
generation of American Jews so they actually care about Israel; and 
how are we going to have a conversation about Israel’s future with-
out it devolving into name calling -- because nothing will turn away 
those seeking a home within the Jewish community faster than that.   

Telling Our Story

Finally, as Natan Sharansky said, if we want to capture the interest 
of today’s American Jews, we need to tell our story, let our people 
know the critical role Reform Judaism has played in shaping world events.

For many, denominational attachments don’t mean much.  Affili-
ation is guided less by ideology and more by where the school bus 
stops and where our friends go.  

That is why we need to proclaim with pride how the Reform Move-
ment opened up doorways and broke down barriers.  How we were 
the first to ordain women into the rabbinate and cantorate.  The 
first to welcome gays and lesbians fully into Jewish life.  The first to 
recognize the children of either Jewish parent as Jews.  The first to 
embrace the families of intermarried couples.  The first to honor the 
commitment of non-Jewish spouses to the synagogue community.  

We need to talk about what our movement has accomplished.  We 
need to speak about our leadership in the struggle for civil rights – 
how the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
were drafted in the conference room of the Religious Action Center 
of Reform Judaism; how Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath, the Presi-
dent of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, marched 
beside Dr. King; how Kivie Kaplan, a proud Reform Jew, served a 
decade as president of the NAACP; how we led in the struggle to 
free Soviet Jewry.  We need to tell our story so that this generation, 
searching desperately for meaning, will find its values present in 
our own.  If we succeed, if we continue to define ourselves as part of 
a movement committed to social change, and not simply of another 
denomination or stream, then Temple Beth El can become a place 
where faith truly makes a difference in our lives and leads us toward a 
better world.14

Seizing the Moment

The great American novelist and critic Henry Miller once said of 
travel:  “One’s destination is never a place but rather a new way of 
looking at things.”15  And ultimately that was what the trip to Russia 
offered me – a new way of looking at the road ahead for American 
Reform Judaism, and for Temple Beth El. 

John Ruskay, the CEO of UJA-Federation who guided us, comment-
ed along the way that, “The question of the moment is how people 
can become engaged in Jewish life.  Not because they have to.  They 
don’t.  Not because they have guilt.  They have little.  But because 
they want to.  We are at a historic moment.  We have a tremendous 
opportunity.  The question is can we seize it?”

I have no doubt we can!  Around the country, even in a widening 
sea of disaffection, exciting new currents of Jewish creativity are 
flowing – in music, in art, in theater, in social action, in alternative 
minyanim, in discussion groups face-to-face and online – often the 
innovations of the very individualists who won’t join our syna-
gogues as currently envisioned but who may well hold the key to 
our future.  Russian Jewish renewal reminds us of the resilience and 
adaptability of our people, our fire that will not be extinguished, 
and one which, when exposed to the fresh air of new ideas can blaze 
with even greater brilliance.  

It burns here too.  As a result of last year’s listening campaign, more 
members and nursery school parents are involved in creatively 
visioning for our future than ever before.  And if you are not yet 
part of those conversations and want in, let me know.  If you’ve not 
yet responded to our membership survey, please do.  We need you!  
We’ve built our temple.  Now we’ve got to build our congregation.  
Let it be one for the seekers as well as the joiners, for the Jewishly 
committed as well as those still finding their way.

Friends, a New Year has begun.  In it we will unwrap this precious 
gift we have built for ourselves and for our children, this glorious 
Campus of Living Judaism.  Let’s fill it up with new hopes and new 
dreams.  Let the fire of Torah burn brightly inside it, shedding wis-
dom’s light on the challenges of our time.  And let us never be afraid 
to tell our own story – all we have accomplished and why we matter 
– knowing that the best chapters are ours to write.

Amen.

1David Brooks, “If It Feels Right…,” The New York Times, 9/12/2011.
2B.T. Berakhot 31a.
3Rabbi Abraham Isaac Kook.
4Rabbi Gerald Skolnik, “Back in Russia, 32 Years Later,” The New 
York Jewish Week, 8/3/2011.
5Berel Lazar, Chief Rabbi, Russia.
6Nahum N. Glatzer, Franz Rosenzweig:  His Life and Thought, p. 229.
7Lance J. Sussman, “Keeping the Glass Half Full:  Reinvigorating 
American Reform Judaism,” CCAR Journal:  The Reform Jewish 
Quarterly, Spring 2011, p. 28.

                                                                      (continued on page 6)
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While the Holy Days are now some 
weeks behind us, I would be remiss in 
not taking this opportunity to thank 
our wonderful volunteer choir for their 
inspiring singing, and for the consider-
able time they spent rehearsing before 
that, thus helping to enhance our wor-
ship. This was my 30th Rosh Hashanah 
and Yom Kippur at Temple Beth El, and 
I continue to be enormously grateful 
that we have such a dedicated group 
of singers. And each year, if we clergy 
decide to make some changes in the lit-
urgy—which then affects the music, they 

always cheerfully go along—even if they don’t particularly like my 
choice of arrangements! We would also be lost without our talented 
and ever-patient accompanist and choir director, Keith Robellard, so 
my deepest thanks to him as well. Speaking of Keith, you will have 
an opportunity to hear him perform in our beautiful sanctuary, in a 
solo piano concert on the afternoon of Sunday, November 13!  

As our year goes on, there will be further opportunities to par-
ticipate in our volunteer choir—open to all generations—and I 
hope that some of you will decide to join us for those, and then 
perhaps even for the Holy Days next year. We will be singing for 
our Interfaith Thanksgiving service (hosted by TBE), on Sunday, 
November 20, and then Cantor Dreskin will be putting together a 
choir for Shabbat Shirah (the “Shabbat of Song”) which occurs this 
year on Friday, February 3. Stay tuned for announcements from her 
about rehearsal dates/times, for what promises to be a stirring and 
exciting service featuring some of the best of contemporary Jewish 
music. Helping to lead the choir with Cantor Dreskin, as well as 
taking part in our service that night will be Merri Lovinger Arian, a 
faculty member from our Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion’s School of Sacred Music. Merri, a long-time friend to Can-
tor Dreskin and me from our teen years at our Reform movement’s 
Kutz Camp, is a gifted musician—as well as a terrific person. I am 
quite certain that this will be a particularly joyous and meaningful 
Shabbat—one you won’t want to miss. 

And after 30 years here, I am most appreciative that the congrega-
tion has made it possible for me to go on sabbatical. I will be away 
as of December 1, and return in March. I am planning to do some 
studying and traveling over these next 3 months—to Israel, as well 
as other places around the globe. I will report back on my activities 
in the spring, and look forward to sharing what I’ve learned about 
other Jewish communities around the world. In the meantime, I 
know that I leave the congregation in the very capable hands of 
Cantor Dreskin, and of course, the rest of our talented staff.

L’hitra’ot—until we meet again, in late winter!

cantor dana anesi
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8Alan Henkin and Paul Kipnes, “Introduction,” CCAR Journal:  The 
Reform Jewish Quarterly, Spring 2011, pp. 5-6.
9Amy L. Sales, “Future of the Denominations:  Analysis and Possibili-
ties,” CCAR Journal:  The Reform Jewish Quarterly, Spring 2011, p. 40.
10Eugene Borowitz, Choices in Modern Jewish Thought, 2nd edition, p. 104.
11Eugene Borowitz, Choices in Modern Jewish Thought, 2nd edition.
12Joseph Heinemann, “The Nature of the Aggadah,” tr. Marc Breg-
man, in Hartman and Budick, Midrash and Literature, p. 49.
13Moshe Halbertal, People of the Book:  Canon, Meaning, and Au-
thority, pp. 50-51.
14Amy L. Sales, “Future of the Denominations:  Analysis and Posibili-
ties,” CCAR Journal:  The Reform Jewish Quarterly, Spring 2011, p. 46.
15Thanks to John Ruskay for the quotation, the inspiration and the trip!
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DECEMBER

December Is Jewish Book Month!
Jewish Book Council Authors Presenting Throughout December

December 2, 7:15 pm
Family Shabbat Worship Service
with 5th Grade Participation and
Children’s Author Chris Moriarty,

The Inquisitor’s Apprentice

December  2-12
Religious School and Adult Education Book Fair

December 4, 9:00 am
Jewish Book Council Author

Ellen Bari, Jumping Jenny

December 9, 8:00 pm
Human Rights Shabbat Worship Service

with Author Tina Rosenberg,
Join the Club

December 11, 11:15 am
Jewish Book Council Author Jill Jacobs,

Where Justice Dwells

December 13-14
Nursery School Book Fair

December 16, 8:00 pm
Shabbat Worship Service

Jewish Book Council Author Alina Tugend,
Better by Mistake



As some of you may know, my wife, 
Heather, is a fiber artist. She creates quilts, 
wall-hangings and even three-dimensional 
structures based on Jewish texts and social 
justice themes. And for the last two years, 
she has been going to homeless shelters 
through New York City to talk to men, 
women and children, in order to turn their 
stories into a piece she is calling “Tem-
porary Shelter.” It’s based on a sukkah, 
the temporary hut we build each fall on 

Sukkot, and evokes the Israelites’ wandering in the desert, the time 
when our ancestors were homeless.

“Temporary Shelter” will be traveling to different churches and 
synagogues throughout the City in November and December, but 
there was one church that had a rather unique idea. The Church 
of St. Francis Xavier in Union Square wanted to host it, but they 
weren’t sure they’d be able to because of logistical reasons. “At first 
there was some concern that your piece would be too big with all 
the Christmas decorations and such,” they said.  “Then someone 
suggested that instead of a stable, we could use your piece as the 
crèche for Jesus.  After all, Jesus was born a homeless baby.”

“Hunh!” were Heather’s exact words in response to his idea. She 
didn’t quite know how to respond to that offer. So we talked about 
it, and the more we talked about it, the more we realized just how 
cool this idea was — this Christian church wanted to sanctify 
the stories of predominantly Christian homeless New Yorkers by 
linking their stories to Christianity’s most sacred story, the birth of 
their Savior. But they would be doing it through a Jewish symbol 
made by a Jewish woman, who was making this piece because of 
her commitment to her Jewish values. And we realized that this was 
a story about religion at its most nuanced and at its most complex 
in 21st century America.

Because for far too long, and even today, far too frequently, religion 
is far too simplistic. Often, religion is about trying to convince peo-
ple that “my way is the only way.” But here, the church wasn’t look-
ing to convert Heather to Christianity, and Heather wasn’t looking 
to have the church become Jewish. And yet at the same time, no 
one was moving in the other direction and simply proclaiming that 
“we all believe the same thing.” No, Heather was using very specifi-
cally Jewish language with her sukkah, and the church was using 
very specifically Christian language with its crèche. So it’s equally 
important to recognize that the church wasn’t watering down its 
Christianity, and Heather wasn’t watering down her Judaism. Mi-
raculously, both the church and Heather were able to demonstrate 
both openness to the other and deep devotion to themselves. How 
did that happen? I think it’s because everyone realized that in 21st 
century America, for religion to work, religion cannot be an end 
unto itself. Instead, religion has to be a means to an end.

We don’t need to look far to see the problems of viewing religion as 
an end unto itself. At its very worst, religion tells people that if others

rabbi geoffrey mitelman
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don’t share our belief system, then they don’t deserve the most 
basic human rights, including their own lives. Nearly a thousand 
years ago, that is the ideology that fueled the Crusades. Ten years 
ago, it led 19 people to hijack four airplanes. And even earlier 
this week, it caused a group of people to burn down a mosque in 
Northern Israel. But even when religion doesn’t lead to violence, 
we still find stories here in the United States about the problems it 
creates. We hear about how religion leads people to reject the sci-
ence of evolution and climate change, how it excludes and deni-
grates gays and lesbians, and how it fosters hubris and arrogance 
when people say “I know what God wants.” So as we hear so much 
about the worst of religion, we naturally ask, why would anyone 
want to become religious?

And the answer is, we wouldn’t. We deeply prize openness and 
acceptance, so we understandably and legitimately recoil against 
someone trying to convince us to change our belief system. We 
fight against the sense of superiority of “my way is the best way,” 
let alone “my way is the only way.” And we decry the violence that 
religion so easily fuels. So when we see all the evil that is done in 
the name of religion, we naturally want no part of it. But the truth 
is, the problem isn’t with religion per se. The problem is with see-
ing religion as an end unto itself.

And in fact, that’s what creates such tension for those of us who 
identify as a “religiously liberal Jew.” On the one hand, we know 
that the goal of Judaism is to make our world more just and our 
selves more whole. But at the same time, we want our children to 
have a strong sense of Jewish identity and strong Jewish values. 
And so in a world with more choices than ever before and more 
diversity than ever before, it’s hard to hold both of those ideas at 
the same time – how do we act as both a universalist and a partic-
ularist? That’s why so many people in the under-40 demographic 
are asking the very hard and yet very important question, “Why 
should I be Jewish?” They see all the evil that has been done in the 
name of religion, and so religion – including Judaism – is simply 
not compelling to them. But it’s because they are seeing Judaism 
presented as an end unto itself.

So what it would look like if we didn’t focus on what it means to 
“be Jewish” or to “be religious”? After all, how do we even de-
termine what it means to “be Jewish” or to “be religious”? Who 
decides the answers to those questions? What’s the metric we use 
to gauge if we’re being successful or not? The question isn’t “how 
Jewish are we?” or “how religious are we?” The real question is, 
“How can Judaism help us to become better people and to create a 
better world?” In short, we need to see Judaism not as an end unto 
itself, but as a means to an end.

And there are two analogies that I like. First, we can think of Juda-
ism as a language to articulate our values, and second, we can view 
it as a lens through which we perceive the world.

Let’s start with language. Language is obviously designed to help us 
communicate, and there are certain similarities across all languag-
es – there are nouns and verbs, certain ways that words can and

(continued on page 8)
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(Rabbi Mitelman, continued from page 7)

can’t be put together into sentences, and even a limited number
of sounds that the human larynx can produce. But no one speaks 
“language” – people speak English, or Hebrew, or Chinese, or 
French, or Swahili. Each of these languages has its own structure, 
its own grammar, its own way of talking about the world. And so 
while there are certain universal rules that undergird every human 
language, how those rules transform themselves into particular 
languages can vary quite widely.

Similarly, there are certain universal values that undergird human 
society. Our most basic values – respect, empathy, fairness – aren’t 
really “religious” values at all. They are human values. That’s why 
some formulation of the Golden Rule has been expressed in almost 
every time and every place in human history. So what Judaism gives 
is us a particular language to talk about those values.

Harvard professor Howard Gardner talks about the difference 
between “neighborly morality,” which every society is based on, 
and “the ethics of roles,” which talks about the specific responsibili-
ties we have as family members, as friends, and as citizens. (Truth, 
Beauty and Goodness Reframed, 82-87) “Love your neighbor as 
yourself ” is great, but it’s far too broad to apply to everyone the 
complex ethical dilemmas we face. When we need to ask how we 
respond when someone wrongs us, or are wondering what the 
financial and legal responsibilities employers have to their em-
ployees, we need more than just “be fair” or “think about others.” 
We need to go in depth on those questions, to explore a variety of 
sources and responses, and then to create an answer that works for 
us. Judaism gives us particular ways to try to address those ques-
tions. Because in the same way no one speaks “language,” no one 
can live “morality.” We need specific approaches to talk about these 
ethical questions in order to try to answer them.

The second analogy for Judaism as a means is to give us a way to 
look at the world through a particular lens. After all, what we see, 
and how we interpret what we see, are what we respond to in this 
world. There was once a four-year-old boy who was obsessed with 
cement mixers, fire engines and all kinds of construction equip-
ment. And one day, his uncle took him to a homecoming parade. 
There were football players, cheerleaders, the school band, even 
fireworks. But all the boy saw were the floats, led by big 4x4s. 
Afterwards, his uncle asked him what he thought about the parade. 
“I loved it!” the boy exclaimed. “That was the best truck parade I’ve 
been to!” (based on Stone, et al., Difficult Conversations, 31). Yes, 
there are facts in this world that we cannot change. But we deter-
mine what facts we pay attention to, and we determine how we 
interpret them.

And so Judaism leads us to see the world in particular ways. We 
are commanded to seek out blessings to celebrate. We are taught 
that our world is in need of repair and that we can do something 
about fixing it. We are told that every human being is to be viewed 
as having been created in the Divine Image, and is therefore worthy 
of infinite dignity. And we live our Jewish communal experiences in 
the twin lenses of the Exodus from Egypt and the revelation at Si-
nai, which as Rabbi Elliot Dorff notes, “permeate Jewish liturgy and 
holidays.” (Dorff, To Do the Right and the Good, 4) And as inheri-
tors of not only biblical but rabbinic tradition, we are to challenge, 
to question, to ask “how do we know this?” So there is a particu-
larly Jewish lens through which we see the world.
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But what’s so powerful about viewing Judaism in this way – as a 
language and as a worldview – is that it doesn’t preclude someone 
else from having a different language and a different worldview. 
When religion is an end unto itself, it’s a zero-sum game: “I’m 
right, you’re wrong.” But when religion is a means and not an end, 
we can honor the fact that many different methods can lead us to 
the same end – to a world of justice, compassion and peace. Chris-
tian, Jewish, Muslim, Baha’i, none of the above – they can all help 
us find meaning in our lives and help us build a better world.

And yet as we keep that vision in our mind’s eye, we also need 
to remember that we need a specific language and a particular 
worldview in order to help us get there. Writer Cynthia Ozick once 
taught that “a shofar has a broad end and a narrow end. If you 
blow in the broad end, you get nothing. If you blow in the narrow 
end, you get a sound everyone can hear.” (Wolpe, Floating Takes 
Faith, 17)

Starting on Sunday, October 23, I’m going to be teaching a four-
week course called “What’s the Point of All This?” It’s going to look 
more closely at how Judaism can be the means to lead us to the 
end we are hoping for – becoming a stronger and kinder human 
being, opening up our minds and our hearts, striving to build a 
more just and a more peaceful world. And the curriculum will be 
the four pillars of our congregation’s mission statement. We’ll look 
at how Torah can help us clarify our values and give us a language 
to speak about them. We’ll explore how prayer can raise our aware-
ness of the holy potential of everyday life. We’ll examine what 
Judaism has to say about the most pressing social and economic 
issues of our day. And in a world where so much of our communi-
cation is in 140 characters or less, we’ll consider how we develop a 
deeper sense of connection with the people around us. Ultimately, 
its goal will be to see how we can create religion at its best, in order 
to enhance ourselves, our society and our world. Because the ques-
tion isn’t “how Jewish are we?” The question is, “how can Judaism 
help us to become better people and to create a better world?”

I’ve told the story about Heather’s sukkah potentially becom-
ing a crèche to many people, and one of them was Rabbi Brad 
Hirschfield, the co-president of Clal, a national Jewish think tank 
that aims to foster religious pluralism. He shared with me that 
the message he got was that both Heather and the church were 
focused on the same goal – telling the story’s of New York’s home-
less population. But the other piece we need to remember, he told 
me, was that the church was no less Christian for using a sukkah, 
and Heather was no less Jewish for making a crèche. And perhaps 
because he, too, doesn’t believe that religion is an end unto itself, 
he wrote a book which he entitled You Don’t Have to Be Wrong for 
Me to Be Right: Finding Faith Without Fanaticism. And in it, he 
reminds us that 

[r]eligion captures the very best and very worst of who we are, 
and to see only the best or the worst of religion is a dangerous 
error. If you see only the good, you become an apologist and 
take no responsibility for the incredible violence that religion 
is so capable of unleashing. If you see only the bad in religion, 
then you miss all the biggest questions, the most profound 
longings, the deepest fears and the greatest aspirations that 
define us. When faith is working right it can be profound, in-
spiring and a great force for positive change in the world, and 
it can help us lead more giving, productive, and fulfilling lives. 
(Hirschfield, 9)                                         (continued on page 10)
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Yom Kippur 2011/5772
President’s Address

Theodor Herzl, the founder of the Zionist 
Movement, once wrote: “Im tirtzu ain 
zo agada”  - If you will it, it is no dream. 
The stunning proof of that statement is 
the magnificent building in which we 
are worshipping today. That we built this 
Campus of Living Judaism was an incred-
ible accomplishment. And I’m not talking 
about the beautiful design of our archi-

tect. Or the skills and efficiency of our builder. I’m talking about us.

Our Campus of Living Judaism was built on a foundation of spec-
tacular vision, profound generosity, creativity, patience and per-
severance. It will forever serve as a shining symbol and profound 
confirmation of our shared values, a recognition of our important 
responsibilities, and our willingness to give and to act in order to cre-
ate a home for Jewish life.
 
Achieving this goal is most certainly the type of event for which the 
shehecheyanu prayer was created: “Blessed are You, Eternal our God, 
for giving us life, for sustaining us, and for allowing us to reach this 
joyous time.” This time is, indeed, joyous.

Remember, significantly, when we set out on this incredible journey, 
our goal was to enhance and improve our synagogue and facilities to 
create space and opportunities focused on the four pillars of our Mis-
sion Statement: 

 • Avodah, worship
 • Talmud Torah, study of Torah 
 • Tzedek, social justice 
 • Kehilah, community

Yes, community. Not necessarily the first thing that comes to mind 
when preparing a list of sacred Jewish values. But there it is, and for 
good reason. A very wise man once taught me that “It’s all about the 
touches.” We can study Torah, worship and pursue social justice, but, 
when the experience is shared, when we perpetuate our heritage and 
values collectively and communally, our experience is deeper, more 
meaningful, and more powerful. 

Rabbi Chaim Stern, of blessed memory, in his wonderful book, “Day 
by Day: Reflections on the Themes of the Torah,” wrote this beautiful 
passage:

“Help me to reach out to those around me, and to welcome them 
when they seek me out; remind me continually that I need them as 
they need me, for I am part of them as they are of me.”

harrry cohen, president
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Rabbi Stern got it.  He understood that it was not just about our 
DNA or our shared history.  It is about our shared culture and 
values, and, more importantly, our shared experiences – whatever 
they may be – how we connect with one another, and how we live 
our lives together to explore, celebrate and give truth and meaning 
to our sacred Jewish values. 

There’s a wonderful passage in parashah Terumah, where God is 
giving instructions to Moses for the building of the Ark of the Cov-
enant that would sit in the Tabernacle and hold the tablets received 
by Moses on Mount Sinai.  And God tells Moses:

You shall make a cover of pure gold, . . . Make two cherubim of gold 
. . . at the two ends of the cover. . . .  They shall confront each other, 
the faces of the cherubim turned toward the cover.  Place the cover 
on top of the ark, after depositing inside the ark the Pact which I 
will give you.  There I will meet with you, and I will impart to you – 
. . . from between the two cherubim that are on top off the ark of the 
Pact – all that I will command you concerning the Israelite people.

One way to interpret this passage, as some of us learned in Torah 
study, is that it tells us that God dwells in the space where we face 
one another, where we interact and connect, where we learn and 
pray together and share life’s joys and sorrows together. It is those 
connections – those “touches” – that amplify who we are, and define 
our strength and character as a congregation, a community and a 
people.

How appropriate that story is to us right now.  We’ve built this 
incredible building, this Ark to hold our Torah, and it gives us the 
tools and the resources and the opportunity to face one another and 
connect, to engage and participate.  It’s here for us to experience and 
enjoy.  It’s why we built this building.

I remember the day we got our Certificate of Occupancy; it was 
September 14.  Remember, this was a day we were working toward 
for over five years, and through 14 months of construction. 

And I was exchanging one of about a billion e-mails with Lisa 
Davis, Peter Burack and Ira Bergstein, the wonderful, talented and 
incredibly devoted core of our project management team, and Lisa 
made a comment, I don’t recall her exact words.  But essentially she 
said.  “Harry, the Town is old news.  We’ve got work to do.” 

And she was right.  We have lots of work to do.  As Rabbi Davidson 
said so eloquently last week, “now we’ve built the building, it’s time 
to build our congregation.”

So, for you West Wing fans out there, as President Bartlett would
say, “What’s next”?

(continued on page 10)
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When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely Adonai 
is in this place, and I was not aware of it.”  He was afraid and 
said, “How awesome is this place!  This is none other than the 
house of God; this is the gate of heaven.  Early the next morn-
ing Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set 
it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it.  He called that place 
Beth El.

Well, this is our Beth El, and it is truly awesome.  We built it togeth-
er as a community, based on a shared purpose and vision.  Let us 
now use and share it together to study, worship, learn and connect. 

This is the time of year when we repent and atone, a time when we 
refocus and recommit ourselves. Let each of use our beautiful new 
Campus of Living Judaism to recommit ourselves to a life full of 
meaning.

A life that reflects and personifies our sacred Jewish values. 

A life that honors our ancestors and paves the way for our children 
and their children. 

A life in which we reach down to help those in need and reach up to 
achieve great things. 

A life enriched by study, prayer, and blessings.

A life filled to overflowing with all that is good and beautiful.

A life in which our connections with God – and importantly with 
one another – bring us fulfillment, comfort and joy.

Shabbat Shalom.  G’mar Chatimah Tovah. May you be sealed in the 
Book of Life for a year of good health, peace, prosperity and joy.
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(Harry Cohen, continued from page 9)

I can tell you that our wonderful lay leadership – so many incred-
ibly talented and committed people, whom I have had the privilege 
to get to know – are already working diligently formulating and 
implementing some wonderful ideas and initiatives, many of which 
sprang from the Listening Campaign conducted last year:

The Connections Group, led by Karen Silver

New Youth Initiatives, led by David Abrams and Susan Pecker

Adult Ed, reenergized by Maxine Olson, including satellite 
simulcast of 92nd Street Y programming

Outreach to our important Beginning Years community, led by 
Leslie Hinderstein

In fact, just this week, we received our day-care center license from 
the Department of Social Services which will allow us to expand 
our hours and programs to better meet the demands and needs of 
Beginning Years and wider communities.

But that’s not enough.  We need to do more.  We need to set the bar 
higher.

As Rabbi Davidson said on Rosh Hashanah morning, we need to 
adopt a new model of engagement.  We need to offer a variety of 
programs and services that will make this facility not just a religious 
institution, but a bustling hub of cultural and social activity where 
people will come and meet, and which will create a platform for 
strengthening Jewish literacy and engagement.  And to do that we 
need your help, we need your input, and we need your participation.

As I said in my speech last year, we each make the choice to be part 
of this congregation and community for different reasons, we each 
have different interests and priorities, and all of them are equally 
valid and compelling. But we need to know what is important to 
you. We need meaningful information that will allow the Board of 
Trustees to make specific and targeted decisions about how to al-
locate our resources toward those programs and events where there 
is a critical mass of people who are actually willing to commit their 
time, energy and resources. As Rabbi Davidson explained, we need 
to identify what is, to you, “relevant, authentic and supportive.”

Thanks to Libbie Popick, Lisa Davis and others, we have prepared 
and sent out a very simple survey asking a few targeted questions 
about what draws you here now, and what would draw you here in 
the future.  It takes about 5 minutes to fill out.  I ask that each of you 
do so very soon, if you haven’t already done so. Or you can call
me or call Rabbi Davidson, or anyone on the Board.  But, please, we 
need to hear from you, and we need you to show up, and to partici-
pate and to become more engaged. 

Please, do not waste this incredible opportunity.  Let us all be 
inspired by this beautiful new building. Let us seize this moment in 
our history, to explore, celebrate and perpetuate our shared vision 
and values, to worship and learn, to explore our souls, to envision 
and lay the foundation for our future, to build community and 
shared responsibility, and to fill these halls with our voices and the 
voices of our children. 

In closing, there are no words more appropriate today than the 
passage from Genesis read by David Ruzow last week during the 
wonderful Shofar service in our new parking lot:

     

(Rabbi Mitelman, continued from page 8)

The question isn’t “how religious” we are. The question is how we 
use religion to make ourselves and our world just a little bit better. 
So if we can see religion as a means, but not an end, then we can 
realize that someone else doesn’t have to be wrong for us to be 
right.

Adonai Eloheinu v’Elohei avoteinu v’imoteinu, Adonai our God 
and God of our ancestors – we are all on a journey, all of us hop-
ing to become a little better this year than we were last year, and 
making a world a little more whole this year than it was last year. 
So on this Yom Kippur, remind us that the end we are all striving 
toward are tikkun hanefesh, the repair of our souls, and tikkun 
ha’olam, the repair of our world. But remind us that there are 
many paths to that same destination, and that others’ journeys 
are not our own. And yet also help us remember that we need 
our own path that we can embrace. So help us find our specific 
language to articulate our values. Help us see the world through a 
particular lens. And so most of all, help us to create religion is at 
its best, when the values of openness and devotion don’t contra-
dict each, but instead, bring out the best in each other.

Amen, Shabbat Shalom, and G’mar Chatimah Tovah.
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Susan Cosden, Director of
Education
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Next month I will resume my 
discussion of the Four Pillars of our 
Religious School and Temple Beth 
El.  This month I wanted to share 
with you my D’var Torah on Shabbat 
Shuvah, the Shabbat between Rosh 
HaShanah and Yom Kippur, to give 
you a taste of how we hope all of 
our students, youth and adults can 
personalize the portion.  There is also 
a section where I am looking for your 
feedback and I hope to hear from you.  

I have to be honest I struggled with this week’s parashah (portion), 
Ha’azinu. So much of it didn’t make sense to me, either factually or 
spiritually. But as I continued to wrestle with it I realized that we 
don’t always receive the stories we want to hear. But if we listen, re-
ally listen, we often receive the stories we need to hear.  

Sure some of you may be hearing the great rabbinical sage Mick 
Jagger as I say this, and if our ten minutes of studying together can 
inspire you for a quarter of the time that song has been played over 
the past 40 + years I will consider our time together very well spent.  

Let’s start with the line that bothered me the most.

1.  The verse can be found in Deut. 32: 11
Like an eagle who rouses his nestlings,
So did God bear him along on God’s talons
 
Most of you probably don’t know this but I spend much of my free 
time visiting Audubon sanctuaries taking pictures of birds and 
studying birds.  This line made no sense to me because as it says in 
Sibley’s Guide to Bird Life and Behavior, eagles simply don’t behave 
that way.  An eagle would never take its young in its talons and fly 
it somewhere else, rather it would cover its young with its wings to 
hide it and protect it. You can imagine my confusion.
 
2.  The second verse that bothered me is from Deut. 32: 6. Moses is 
talking to the Israelites and says, “Do you thus requite God, O dull 
and witless people?”  What kind of a compassionate leader speaks 
about his people as dull and witless?
 
And finally, the third verse, from Deut. 32: 52.  It’s about Moses 
going up to the mountain, seeing it but not being allowed in. “You 
may view the land from a distance but you shall not enter it, the land 
I am giving the Israelite people.”  What a tease! Oh cruel and unfair, 
it seems at first read.
 
None of this is what I wanted to hear.
But maybe it’s what I needed to hear.

(continued on page 12)

We have all been enjoying being in the 
new Nursery School wing. The classrooms 
are bright and cheerful, which creates a 
phenomenal atmosphere to play and learn in.
The children and staff  look forward to 
being at school each day and love our 
playground and all the new equipment. We 
are enjoying music, sign language, nature 

and many other activities, and have been celebrating and learning 
about many holidays.

This month the children will be very busy making their Pilgrim 
hats and Native American headdresses. They will make colorful 
turkey art work by using beautiful feathers and will learn the story 
of why we celebrate Thanksgiving, and the importance of sharing 
and caring for others.

The children will celebrate by having a Thanksgiving feast, at 
which they will have turkey and make cranberry sauce, sweet 
potato pie, applesauce, etc.

Sukkot is a holiday we celebrated in September. Thanksgiving is 
reminiscent of that holiday, and so there is continuity in what we 
learn from each holiday throughout the year. This enables the chil-
dren to understand and fully connect the meaning of holidays and 
how they relate to each other and our everyday lives.

The children are having so much fun in their classrooms playing 
and exploring puzzles, games, manipulatives and art media. We are 
so proud of the way they have been able to adapt to school this year.

Our first Parent Association meeting was led by our dynamic co-
presidents Debbie Jacobs and Devra Glick. Lisa Shaiken is our new 
Nursery School Chairperson. We welcome her to this position and 
look forward to having her represent our school.

We will start our tours for enrollment for the 2012-2013 school 
year beginning in November. Inquiries always begin in October. If 
you need information or would like to schedule a tour, please call 
me at 238-5735.

Janet Goldstein, Early 
Childhood Director
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sunday, november 13
at 11:15 am

wherever you go
by joan Leegant 

Israel and the Cost of Jewish
Religious and Political Extremism

Award-winning author Joan Leegant speaks about her new book.
Selected by the Union for Reform Judaism as a “Significant Jewish Book.”

“A gripping story about the interplay between politics and religion in 
Israel.” Reform Judaism Magazine

“A masterpiece...eloquent, timely, and thought-provoking.”
Association of Jewish Libraries

A gripping story of three Americans in Israel, shining a light on 
one of the most disturbing elements in Israeli society today: Jew-
ish religious and political extremists and their threat to the modern 
democratic state.

This the first of our Israel Jewish Book Club events for the year.  Please make sure 
that you have read the book prior to each event.  The discussions continue Janu-
ary 11 with Rabbi Mitelman on The 188th Crybaby Brigade by Joel Chasnoff.

www.joanleegant.com

(Susan Cosden, continued from page 11)

1. I’m a single mother. I’m self-reliant, and to be honest, I’m 
not used to relinquishing power. But perhaps that’s the deep-
est meaning of faith after all.  Trusting in something larger than 
myself, I can find strength in surrendering to a power greater 
than me. 
2. Moses says “witless ones.”  It’s insulting.  These are not words of 
inspiration, nor are they words you expect to hear from a  leader. 
It’s insulting.  But the truth is any good leader, surrounded by yes 
men, is not going to lead well.  Leaders need to hear from their 
constituents so they can continue to improve things and leaders 
need to hold mirrors up to their organizations. 
 Now is the group participation part.
And finally 3, the part of the parashah that is perhaps the most 
perplexing of all: Moshe’s denial of entrance in to the Promised 
Land.  You may view the land from a distance but you shall not 
enter it, the land I am giving the Israelite people.

That’s the fact and it is very confusing and very disturbing.  But 
let’s look beyond fact to the truth.  None of us want to hear that 
story. But maybe we need to? What is the deeper meaning here 
beyond fact? 
Here are some of the thoughts shared by people: Moses deserved 
this because he didn’t put complete faith in God; maybe Moses 
wouldn’t be seen as the greatest prophet ever if he had to deal with 
the day-to-day details of Israel versus the big picture of leading us to 
Israel; and Moses and his entire generation couldn’t enter because 
he still had the mentality and memory of slavery.  I would love to 
hear your opinion.  Please e-mail me at scosden@bethelnw.org.

It was my thought after analyzing this verse many times that this 
was actually a gift from God.  First, Moses got to see the reward 
of all his hard work, the land his people would enter.  Second, 
Moses got a gift from God of knowing he was about to die.  
Moses got the chance to say goodbye before his death, as we see 
in the next portion immediately following these words.  Moses 
acquired the ability to leave his legacy, his ethical will in all of 
Deuteronomy.  The message therefore to me as we approach(ed) 
Yom Kippur is I need to live each day as my last living the values 
for which I want to be remembered.

We can’t always hear the stories we want to hear, e.g.– you’re the 
greatest (fill in the blank) there ever was, wow – that was the best 
meeting I have ever attended, there will be no more recessions 
ever again anywhere, or after the last few days the Red Sox for me 
or the Yankees for many of you win the World Series; but...

As we spend the Yamim HaNoraim, these ten days between Rosh 
HaShanah and Yom Kippur, dealing with our cheshbon hanefesh, 
our examination of our deeds over the past year, may we together 
give each other the strength to hear the stories we need to make 
ourselves and the world better this 5772.

Schedule of classes:
Nov. 9, 16, 30; Dec. 7, 9, 14, 2012
      Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester (914) 238-3928        
       220 South Bedford Road, Chappaqua, NY 10514
Dec. 21; Jan 4, 6, 11, 18, 25, 2012 
      Bet Torah  (914) 666-7595
       60 Smith Ave., Mt. Kisco, NY 10549           
 Feb. 1, 8, 10, 15, 22, 29, 2012  
      Congregation B’nai Yisrael of Armonk (914) 273-2220
      2  Banksville Road, Armonk, NY 10504

Fee: $180 per family. Partners/Spouses are encouraged to attend at 
no additional charge. Books are purchased by the student from a 
reading list that will be provided prior to the start of the course.  

For more information, please contact Sandy at:
sandy.kellogg@gmail.com or (914) 238-5497.
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Wednesday evenings, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
November 9 - February 29

introduction to judaism 
A Journey through   

jewish living and learning

12
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Tikkun Olam Council’s Annual Food Drive 

The Food Bank in Millwood feeds hundreds of local families 
like yours every day.  Please share with our neighbors.  You can help them 

celebrate the holiday with dignity this year.  

Drop off your donation on Thursday, November 17 or
Friday,  November 18 at the Food Bank, 

358 Saw Mill River Road, Millwood, NY 10546.
Extra non-perishables and cans really appreciated. 

Sponsored by the Tikkun Olam Council of Temple Beth El. 
Please contact Heidi Auerbacher, 914-769-1156 or 

Nancy Lyons at the Food Bank 914-923-1100 with questions.

share thanksgiving dinner!

Are you looking for a place to share
Thanksgiving dinner? 

do you have an extra chair
at your Thanksgiving table? 

The Caring Community can help!
 

The Caring Community will make the
connection between people who are

looking for a place to celebrate
Thanksgiving, and people who have

a little extra room! 

If you need a place, or have extra space, 
please contact Phyllis Biren

at plblearn@aol.com or 914-666-3339.

Here is your shopping list.

1 frozen 10-19 lb. turkey
(or $20 supermarket gift card)
1 box or can of turkey gravy

1 box of stuffing
1 box of instant mashed potatoes

1 box of macaroni and cheese
Cans of any or all of the following:

green beans, corn, peas, mixed vegetables, 
cranberry sauce, pineapple or other fruit,

sweet potatoes canned or fresh
1 large juice plastic bottle or can

1 apple or pumpkin pie.

92nd street y programs come to temple beth el!

We are delighted to announce that Temple Beth El will be broadcast-
ing live programs direct from the 92nd Street Y this year, beginning in 
November.  Put these dates on your calendar, tell your friends and enjoy 
world class discussion of important issues in the comfort of your own 
temple.  $10 per broadcast.  Documentary film on Sunday, November 6 
is free.  Sponsored in part by the Resnick Fund for Adult Education.

Sunday, November 6,  4:00 pm
Iranium Film   -  A documentary in preparation for Monday’s panel
Monday,  November 7,  7:00 pm
Iranium Discussion -  A panel of influential and provocative experts 
including John R. Bolton, Ethan Bronner, Richard Perle, Nazie Eftekhari 
and Alex Traiman will discuss the threat of a nuclear Iran.
Monday,  November 28, 8:00 pm
Finding a Lost Tribe of Israel:  The Bnei Menashe of India, moderated by 
Michael Freund.

Religious School Highlights
November 2011 

friday, november 4 2nd and 3rd grade participate in erev shabbat  
          family services at 7:15, dinner prior at 6:15

Sunday, november 6      5th grade family education day

tuesday, november 8     no rs school – ccsd closed for election day

Sunday, november 19   3:00 7th grade tbenw art gallery prior to 
                                our campus of living judaism dedication 
                                           and interfaith thanksgiving service & dinner

thursday, november 24 - sunday, november 27
no religious school – thanksgiving weekend



GET INVOLVED

The Tikkun Olam Council is our congregation’s catalyst for seeking so-
cial and economic justice. Consistent with the Torah’s moral teachings, 
we are committed to engaging in acts of tzedakah in order to relieve 
suffering, inequity, and misunderstanding in our local, national, and 
global communities. We seek others who are similarly situated in 
doing mitzvot to join us in our mission and to share their ideas for 
bettering the world.

Please join us in November as we host our community-wide Inter-
faith Thanksgiving service and potluck meal on Sunday, November 20 
beginning at 3:30. This year’s celebration is particularly special as we will 
mark the dedication of our new Campus of Living Judaism.
 
If you would like further information about the TOC and how you can 
become involved, please contact Sheila Schneiderman (sheilasyogi@
aol.com) or Brenda Haas (brendaphaas@yahoo.com).

    T
IKKUN OLAM COUNCIL

Thanks  to the generosity of Temple Beth El’s Sister-
hood our sanctuary is equipped with an infrared sound sys-
tem which will enable those with difficulty hearing to have 
personal amplification through the use of an individual re-
ceiver.  You do not need a hearing aid for these units to be 
of assistance.  The units are available at the entrance to the 
sanctuary fifteen minutes before services begin.

Knitzvah Corps:

Knitzvah Corps meetings have returned to the temple.
We will generally be meeting the 3rd Wednesday

of the month from 7:30 to 9:30 pm. 

We welcome all who knit or who want to learn.
For more information, contact Hilary Kent

hilaryk13@gmail.com or 238-9793

Next meeting: November 16

    
     S

ISTERHOOD  NEWS
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Blood Drive
December 18

Contact Gene Nadel to
set up your appointment:
914-762-3647 or nadel30tac@aol.com
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OVERWHELMING RESPONSE FOR FOOD PANTRY! 

A heartfelt thank you is extended to the congregation of Temple Beth El from 
the Interfaith Food Pantry for its overwhelming response to the High Holi-
day food drive. The pantry was able to fill its shelves to overflowing and even 
donate the surplus to a needy pantry in the Bronx.

Due to the stressful economic times, the pantry is servicing more families than 
ever. Your donations will take us many weeks into the future. But please do not 
forget us throughout the year. We continually need to restock our shelves to 
meet our families' needs.

We would like to thank  Marc and Karen Silver for heading up the food drive 
and the following temple member volunteers for their many hours of work: 
Sharon Fishman, Linda Slotnick, Ben Silver and the members of the Temple 
Youth Group, as well as the many other temple and non-temple volunteers who 
took part in planning, moving and unpacking the food, notably Helena Kwastel 
and Barbara Towber.

It does “take a village” to keep our community fed and the Interfaith Food 
Pantry functioning. We at Temple Beth El should be proud of the part we

share in that effort.  If anyone would like to volunteer or if you would like 
to see the pantry and its amazing work, please call me.

 Denise Saul, Food Pantry Liason, dsaulink@aol.com



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
KEY
BY: Beginning Years
RS: Religious School

1

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir

7:30 PM WJC Presi-
dents +1 Meeting

2

8:00 PM Choir 
Rehearsal

3   

BY Parent Confer-
ences for 3’s & 4’s

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

7:30 PM Religious 
School Committee 
Meeting

4   

5:30 PM Kabbal-tot 
Shabbat Service

6:15 PM Family 
Shabbat Dinner 

7:15 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service w/ 
2nd & 3rd Grade 
Participation, 
Summer Camp 
Presentation and 
New Members 
Welcome

5  

9:00 AM Simchat 
Shabbat

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with b’not mitzvah

5:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with b’nei mitzvah

6  

BESTY EVENT

9:00 AM RS K - 4th 
Grades

9:15 AM What’s the 
Point of All This? 
(Rabbi Mitelman)

10:00 AM RS 5th 
Grade Family Educa-
tion Day

2:00 PM NS Fall 
Family Event

7   

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade

6:15 PM RS 8th - 
12th Grades

8  

No Religious School

9:00 AM BY - Trip to 
Bruce Museum

4:00 PM RS Staff 
Development - Com-
munity of Learners 
Sessions

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir

9  

7:00 PM Introduc-
tion to Judaism at 
TBE

7:00 PM Intro 
to Judaism - A 
Journey Through 
Jewish Living and 
Learning

8:00 PM Choir 
Rehearsal

10

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

7:00 PM New 
Member Orienta-
tion

11  

Veterans Day - 
Temple Office 
Closed

NS Closed

6:00 PM MT Nest-
ers Dinner

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 

12   

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with bat mitzvah

13 

9:00 AM RS K - 4th 
Grades

9:15 AM What’s the 
Point of All This? 
(RM)

10:00 AM Leader-
ship Retreat for TBE 
Board and Leaders

11:15 AM Discussion 
Series: The Many 
Faces of Israel

3:30 PM Recital - 
Keith Robellard

14   

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade

6:15 PM RS 8th - 
12th Grades

8:15 PM Finance 
Committee Meeting

15

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir

16   

7:00 PM Introduc-
tion to Judaism at 
TBE

7:30 PM Knitzvah 
Corps Meeting

8:00 PM Choir 
Rehearsal

17   

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

7:00 PM NS Parents 
Night Out

8:00 PM Executive 
Committee Meet-
ing

18  

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
Commemorating 
the 10th Yahrzeit of 
Rabbi Chaim Stern 
with special guests: 
Rabbi Dennis Ross 
and Cantor Jeff 
Klepper

19  

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with bat mitzvah

5:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with bar mitzvah

7:30 PM NS Parents 
Night Out

20   

9:00 AM RS K-4th 
Grades

3:30 PM Campus of 
Living Judaism Dedi-
cation and Mezuzah 
Hanging

4:00 PM Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Service
5:00 PM 
Thanksgiving Dinner

21 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 PM RS 8th - 
12th Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade

22   

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir

23  

Religious School 
Closed - Recess

24  

Temple Office 
Closed

Thanksgiving Day

Religious School 
Closed - Recess

25   

Religious School 
Closed - Recess

Temple Office 
Closed

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service

26   

Religious School 
Closed - Recess

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with bat mitzvah

27  

Religious School 
Closed - Recess

28 
3:45 PM RS 5th & 6th 
Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th Grade

6:15 PM RS 8th - 12th 
Grades

8:15 PM Board of 
Trustee Meeting

29 

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir

 30   
6:00 PM B’nei Mitzvah 
Chavurah - Group 5 
Session 1

7:00 PM Introduction 
to Judaism at TBE

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester    www.bethelnw.org

November 2011
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For everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -

our joys, our sorrows

Lilith Kelly
Dean Klein
Riley Klein
Allie Koestler
Alex Leventhal
Emily Lohrs
Sam Mikesell
Veronica Mishkind
Benjamin Neuberger
Evan Ocko
Ella Perlmutter
Benjamin Prober
Ethan Prober
Erica Rosendorf

Justin Abrams
Sarah Albert
Lilah Altman
Elana Cantor
Hannah Danziger
Talia Diller
Carly Elbaum
Jayson Glickman
Adam Glotzer
Evan Gold
Seth Goldstein
Josh Green
Mia Handler

     
NOVEMBER  BIRTHDAYS

Perri Rubenstein
Heather Samberg
Jacob Sandor
Mia Scott
Zachary Simpson
Alexa Troob
Rachel Troob
Laura Ullman
Sarah Jane Weill
Spencer Weinstein
Trevor Weinstein
Sam Weiss
Adin Witt
Samantha Wolfe
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Our special thanks to those sponsoring Onegs:

The congregation extends its deepest condolences to: 

Robert Perlman
on the death of his father, Bernard Perelman on October 14

Marjorie Becker
on the death of her father, Jack Becker, on September 27

Glenn & Jennifer Harris
David & Wendy Leason

Marc & Julie Lowitz
Donna & Steven Solomon

Gary & Suzi Stein
Ken & Stefanie Tucker
Allison & Jeff Wintner

List of Tributes from 9/19/2011 to 10/14/2011  

Associate Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    
Sheila Crespi & Andy Sparks in honor of the marriage of 
   Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman & Heather Stoltz, Mazal Tov!

Beginning Years Early Childhood Center Fund    
Melissa, Scott, Kayla & Jordana Singer in memory of Dax Nemerov
Melissa, Scott, Kayla & Jordana Singer in memory of Larry Levine

Betty & Jack Bader Adult Education Fund    
Barry & Gloria Meisel in memory of Evelyn & David Meisel
   and Betty & Jack Bader

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund    
The Richman Family in memory of Betty Richman

Capital Campaign Tributes    
Susan & Richard Adler in honor of Temple Beth El’s Rabbis & Cantors 
and all their work with the children
Ethel Rosedale in honor of Cliff & Susan Ray’s 50th Anniversary
Phyllis Kirshner in honor of Harry Cohen
Ruth & Elkin Simson in memory of Betty Simson

Caring Community Fund    
Laurie & Eric Waller in memory of Estelle Brilliant

Chai Funds    
Mr. & Mrs. Aaron Fast in memory of Dr. Robert J. Fast

Clergy’s Congregants in Need    
Ellen & Kamran Hakim in memory of Manocher Manoocherian

Dave & Bunny Center Family Mitzvah Fund    
Charlene Kahn Berman & children in memory of Irene Zuckerman

Rabbi Chaim Stern Caring Community Fund   
Betty & Walter Gray
Marjorie Kern in memory of Joel Kern
Smith & Kivel Families in memory of Herbert Gold
Smith & Kivel Families in memory of Craig Smith

Torat Chayim: A Youth Enrichment Endowment Fund    
Meryl & Stephen Adler in honor of Joe Goldreich

Flower Fund    
Jeff & Barbara Becker in memory of Miriam Becker
The Candee Family in memory of Ruth Corin
Carole & Arthur Elias in memory of Jean Greenbaum
Judith & Michael Gewitz in memory of Henry Gewitz
Kathryn & Arlen Goldberg in memory of Marilyn Campanello
Kathy & Arlen Goldberg in memory of Mannie Goldberg

(continued on page 17)

      
         

RECENT GIFTS

      
    THANK YOU

    
   O

UR CONDOLENCES
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November 1 to 5
Edna Barest
Ida Beckenstein
Leon Blechman
Benjamin Broudy
Isaac Crespi
Jack Crespin
Gabrielle Epter
Corrine Falk
Shirley Finger
Sol Ginsburg
Josephine Henegar
Helen Hershberg
Max Jaffe
Carol Lavyne Altomare
Ann Lerman
Victor Levy
Gloria Lewis
Jerome Neuberger
Charles Rose
Herbert Rosedale
Miriam Sammet
Rose Silver
Herman Stern
Sidney Woloshin

November 6 to 12
Edward Ross Aranow
Allen Baker
Fay Bernstein
Florence Gelber
Ellen Gellert
Charles Gershengorn
Aaron Goodman
Joseph Hecht
Robert Jonap
Lloyd Kahn Jr.
Elizabeth N. Kaplan
Thomas Lehman
Fred Malina
Lorraine Nachbar
Emily Petak
Samuel Rosenzweig

Yahrzeit - a year’s time - is the anniversary of the death of a dear one.  In the temple, it 
is symbolized by reading the names of the loved ones and the recitation of the Kaddish.  
Our temple office will remind you of Yahrzeit, following the Jewish or the solar calendar, 
as you prefer.  As so often in Jewish life, we mark a Yahrzeit by giving tzedakah in the 
name of our beloved.

At home, a twenty-four-hour light is kindled on the eve of Yahrzeit.  The family may 
gather at dusk, and say:

At this moment, in memory of our beloved, we join hands in love and re-
membrance.  A link has been broken in the chain that has bound us together, 
yet strong bonds of home and love hold us each together.  We give thanks 
for the blessing of life, of companionship, and of memory.  We are grateful 
for the strength and faith that sustained us in the hour of our bereavement.  
Though sorrow lingers, we have learned that love is stronger than death.  
Though our loved one is behind our sight, we do not despair, for we sense 
our beloved in our hearts as a living presence.

november yahrzeits

Noel Jameson
Edward Karel
Max Kolbert
Betty Liber
Jane Lipman
Samuel Lowen
Isadore Nelson
Maurice Paprin
Muriel Poster
Jerry Press
Mary Ross
Leon Schachter
Ruth Schiowitz
Irving Shepard
Essie Solomon
Jesse Suchman
Philip Mark Wagner
Janet Wittenberg
Selma Yagoda
Pinchus Yunger
 
November 27 to 30
Elizabeth Abrams
Jack Bader
Joseph F. Blindman
Martin Cohen
Lawrence Friedman
Rita Goldberg
Samuel Levy
Ben Nadel
Marvin Woolf

November 13 to 19
Harry Adler
Amelia Anfanger
Fannie Blasenheim
Sarah Claymore
Robert W. Cohen
Beatrice Cohn
Helen Dreyer
Sally Ehrlich
James Gann
Gabriel Gelber
Martha Gellert
Martin Giberstone
Philip Ginness
Ruth Gold
Leah Harris
Irene Hazen
Susan Pariser
Ina Routman
Max Sauerhaft
Irma Schneider
Betty Schwab
Clementine Seewald
Malka Segal
Bruce Sidran
Morgan Yale Swirsky
Frances Vexler
Sondra Wachtfogel
Florence Wolf

November 20 to 26
Helen Storch Dorman
Cynthia Finkel
Carl Flichtenfeld
Robert Franco
Joseph Gluck
Frieda Goldreich
Alvin Gursha
Touba Hakim
Fanny Hardy
Jerome Heffer
Alan Irgang
Siegfried Isaac
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(Tributes, continued from page 16)

Patricia & Alan Kantor in memory of Edna Kerbel
Dianne & Kurt Kleinmann in memory of Ronald Bruce Kleinmann
Dianne & Kurt Kleinmann in memory of Joseph Waldman
Gail & Daniel Leitman in memory of Shirley Leitman
Judith & Kenneth Sagat in memory of Maxwell Sagat
Mitchell, Christina, Sarah & Rebecca in memory of Sally Silverman
Ann Wray in memory of David Wray

Israel Action Special Fund    
Jeff & Barbara Becker in memory of Miriam Becker

Prayer Book Fund    
Judith & Kenneth Sagat in memory of Maxwell Sagat

Religious School and Family Education Fund    
Dr. Goligorsky in memory of Dr. Solomon
Jeffrey, Barbara, Scott, Kyle & Alex Scheine in memory of Arnold 
Scheine
Marsha Halpern in memory of Helen Halpern

Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    
Bernice Karlin            
Carol & Arthur Saltzman in honor of Rabbi Davidson
Goldstein & Linder Family in honor of Sue & Cliff Ray’s
   50th Wedding Anniversary
Helen Sauerhaft in honor of Susan & Clifford Ray’s
   50th Wedding Anniversary
Barry & Linda Slotnick in memory of Anna Kaufman
Bill & Fran Deutsch in memory of Joseph Deutsch
Eve & Charles Poret in memory of Harvard Jacobs
Joan & Kenneth Lapatine in memory of Michael Lapatine
   and Harry & Renee Itzkowitz
Joe Goldreich in memory of Vivian’s Unveiling

Torah Funds    
Fran & Bill Deutsch in memory of Maurice Wallack

Tributes    
Enid & Melvin Wolfson in memory of Bessie Wolfson
   and Mose Amdur

recent gifts

In Times of Sadness and in Times of Joy,
Please Keep Us Informed!

It is always a pleasure to hear good news from our temple 
members and to share joys.  Often it helps to share problems 
or illnesses, too.  Our Rabbis, Cantor, and Caring Community 
Committee want to respond to the needs of our congregants.  
Please let us know if you, or some other temple member, might 
be helped by a visit or telephone call.  Many people assume that 
everyone knows, but a note or call to the temple office, at 238-
3928, will get the message to our clergy.
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simchat torah evening at temple beth el, october 19, 2011
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TEMPLE BETH EL OF
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

220 South Bedford Road • Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.bethelnw.org  temple@bethelnw.org
Telephone: 914-238-3928 Religious School: 914-238-5641
Fax: 914-238-4030  Nursery School: 914-238-5735

Senior Rabbi - Joshua M. Davidson
rabbistudy@bethelnw.org

Associate Rabbi - Geoffrey A. Mitelman
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

Cantor - Dana Anesi
danesi@bethelnw.org

Assistant Cantor - Ellen Dreskin
edreskin@bethelnw.org

Executive Director - Gennifer Kelly
executivedirector@bethelnw.org

Director of Education - Susan Cosden
scosden@bethelnw.org

Early Childhood Director - Janet Goldstein
jgoldstein@bethelnw.org

 WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester welcomes all who wish 
to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all 
their forms, gays, lesbians, interfaith couples – all people regard-
less of age, sexual orientation, or financial means. In the words of 
Rabbi Davidson: “The synagogue is a kehilah kedoshah – a sacred 
community. It’s like a sukkah. A sukkah is constructed of many 
different branches woven together. So is the synagogue: the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the married and the unmarried, 
single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jew-
ish spouses. The broader the sukkah’s reach, the more tightly its 
branches are woven, the stronger it stands. So too the synagogue: 
the greater the variety of people welcomed within it, the closer 
they feel to one another, the stronger the temple stands.”

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN

Published monthly, September through June, by the congregants
of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester

Advertising:          Hedy Simpson, hgsimpson@aolcom
Bulletin Editor:       Galia Silverberg, gsilverberg@bethelnw.org
Proof Editor:         Mel Wolfson 914-238-4694 

NEW TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS

1300 Life Cycle Emergency
1310 Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson (917- 439 - 6757)
1312 Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman (646 - 853 - 4421)
1316 Cantor Dana Anesi (914 - 420 - 7430)
1317 Assistant Cantor Ellen Dreskin
1321 Gennifer Kelly, Executive Director
1320 Rose Hill, Executive Assistant
1310 Jaclyn Trustman, Secretary to Rabbi Davidson
1323 Galia Silverberg, Communications Specialist
1322 Ann Testone, Bookkeeper
1121 Susan Cosden, Director of Education
1120 Deborah Ross, Admin. Asst. Religious School
1221 Janet Goldstein, Early Childhood Director
1220 Nancy Silver, Admin. Asst. Early Childhood
1600 Gregory Allen, Building Manager

            Cemetery information: 238-3928

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Bill Pollak
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

MT Nesters - Helen Sauerhaft
Sisterhood - Gail Schreier

Youth Group President - Sara Levy
PAST PRESIDENTS-HONORARY

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD
Steve Adler - Stanley Amberg - Charlene Berman

Ernest M. Grunebaum - May Rolle - Barry Meisel  - Melvin Ehrlich 
Gloria Meisel - David Ruzow

Submissions should be e-mailed to bulletin@bethelnw.org. Deadlines are the fifth of the month prior for publication the following month.

TRUSTEES

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS
              Harry Cohen,   President
 David Abrams  Executive Vice President
 Lisa Davis  Vice President
 Stacey Divack  Vice President
 Lisa Hamroff  Vice President
 Janet Levy  Vice President
 Susan Pecker  Vice President
 Doug Zucker  Treasurer
 Koley Corte  Assistant Treasurer
 Danna Schoenberg Secretary
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Term Expires 2012
Heidi Auerbacher
Stuart Berg
Donna Held
Rhonda Regan
Karla Shepard
    Rubinger
Forrest Sussman

Term Expires 2013
Matt Cantor
Ruth Clark
Steve Kane
Robert Klein
Karen Silver

Term Expires 2014
Richard Albert
Leslie Hinderstein
Maxine Olson-Maynard
Robert Medway
Stephanie Saltzman
Ellen Wlody

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN     NOVEMBER 2011     WWW.BETHELNW.ORG



TEMPLE BETH EL OF NORTHERN WESTCHESTER
220 South Bedford Road
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shabbat worship service commemorating
the 10th yahrzeit of rabbi chaim stern

friday night, november 18 at 8:00 pm
with special guests

rabbi dennis ross & cantor jeff klepper

Join us at this special service of remembrances written by 
and music set to the poetry of Rabbi Chaim Stern. 

Rabbi Ross, our former Associate Rabbi, will share reminiscences of his years work-
ing along-side Rabbi Stern. Rabbi Ross directs Concerned Clergy for Choice, a 
multi-faith reproductive rights advocacy network of 1000 clergy. A project 
of the Education Fund of Family Planning Advocates of New York State, Con-
cerned Clergy for Choice was a media and advocacy leader during national 
health care reform, as Congress considered defunding Planned Parenthood 
and when New York State established marriage equality for same-gender couples.

Cantor Klepper, our former Cantor and well-known composer in the Jewish 
world, will offer a number of his compositions. He has been called a “pioneer” 
of contemporary American Jewish music. Raised in New York City, he began 
playing guitar, influenced by the music of Pete Seeger, Bob Dylan and the 
Beatles, as well as Shlomo Carlebach and his friend Debbie Friedman.

Learn more on our website at www.bethelnw.org.


