
 
The Temple Beth El Bulletin is published monthly September through June. 

MAY   HIGHLIGHTS
1
Yom Ha’Shoah Service 4:00 pm
 with Speaker, Kurt Kleinman

2

   MT Nesters Meeting 1:00 pm

6
Kabbal-Tot Shabbat 5:30 pm
Family Shabbat Dinner 6:30 pm
Shabbat Ha’Chinuch 7:15 pm

  Yom Ha’atzma’ut with Teacher Appreciation
   & Graduation

  7  
  Simchat Shabbat 9:00 am

8
Spring Blood Drive 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

  9

  Yom Ha’zikaron

  10 

  Yom Ha’Atzma’ut

15
Mitzvah Day 8:30 am - 3:00 pm

17
Knitzvah Corps 7:30 pm

23
Annual Congregational Meeting 8:00 pm

26
Leadership Development Session (4 of 4) 8:00 pm

BACK COVER

YOM HA’SHOAH, Sunday, MAY 1

SHABBAT HA’CHINUCH 
friday, May 6

Temple Beth El
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SUNDAY, MAY 15
8:30 am - 3:00 pm
On Mitzvah Day, we come together as a community

to perform acts of lovingkindness. 
We will be working with many local organizations,

doing the hands-on work that improves the lives of those in need.
This year we have invited the members of

the Upper Westchester Muslim Society to join us and
demonstrate that charitable deeds are the heart of all religions.

SEE PAGES 10 and 11 FOR DETAILS - JOIN US!

Mitzvah 
Day!
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SIMCHAT SHABBAT
The Joy of Shabbat 
Led by Cantor Ellen Dreskin

saturday, may 7
9:00 am

Next date: June 11

A special Saturday
musical service,

which occurs once a month
from 9:00 to 9:45 am

for children and adults
with developmental

disabilities and their families.                       
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AVE THE DATE

June 3
1st Friday and

special camp send off blessing/celebration

june 7
Shavuot & Confirmation

june 8
Shavuot Service with Yizkor

June 10
Board Installation

Annual
Congregational Meeting
Monday, May 23 at 8pm

The Chappaqua Interfaith Council 
and the Chappaqua Library

present
NEW series: Challenges to Faith in Our World

 
Sunday, May 15, 4 pm

Bell Middle School Auditorium

Is Rationality the Death of Religion?
  

Free admission, refreshments served, questions welcomed!

A conversation between
a Congregational Rabbi and an Atheist Author. 

This event will feature Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman
in a discussion with

Professor Hank Davis, author of Caveman Logic. 
Rabbi Mitelman’s blogpost on this topic

(“Are Rational Religious People All That Rare?”)
appeared on the Huffington Post’s home page.

For more information, please contact Rabbi Mitelman at 
914-238-3928



The Preacher, the Congressman, 
and the Blood Libel of our Times

Bernard Malamud’s The Fixer tells 
the story of a brick factory worker, 
Yakov Bok, accused in the ritual 
murder of a Christian child.  The 
Pulitzer Prize-winning novel is 
based on the incarceration and trial 
of Mendel Beilis, a Ukrainian Jew 
charged with the killing of 13-year-
old Andrei Yushchinsky to make 
matzah with his blood.  The Russian 
government sought Beilis’ convic-

tion to validate policies discriminatory to the Jews.  Passover 2011 
marked the one hundredth anniversary of the young man’s death 
and the blood libel trial which ensued.

The origin of the term “blood libel,” cast about rather loosely of 
late, remains uncertain.  The first ritual murder charges against the 
Jewish community date to Hellenistic times when Jews were ac-
cused of sacrificing and feasting on Greeks as a ritual expression of 
their rejection of the Empire.  Historians conjecture the allegations 
to have been propaganda by Antiochus Epiphanes to support his 
desecration of the Temple.  In the early centuries of the spread of 
Christianity, the ritual of the Eucharist (the transubstantiation of 
the bread and wine of Holy Communion into the body and blood 
of the divine child) resulted in blood accusations against certain 
Christian communities.  Historically, blood libels have been em-
ployed to engender fear and hatred of minority faiths and to justify 
their persecution.  

In the twelfth century the blood libel with which we are most 
familiar was widely propagated against the then vulnerable minor-
ity, and the myth that Jews murdered young Christian children to 
ritually reenact Jesus’ Passion was born.  Other calumnies alleged 
that Jews used Christian blood for the making of matzah.  These 
myths are rooted in the greatest of all blood libels, the charge 
of deicide against the Jewish community.  Pope Benedict XVI 
recently refuted that allegation first overturned in 1965 by the Sec-
ond Vatican Council.  Vatican II acknowledged that though some 
Jewish leaders of the time may have collaborated with the Romans 
in Jesus’ death, their involvement in no way implicated the entire 
Jewish community.  But where bigotry is concerned, historical 
facts are deliberately overlooked, for the goal of blood libel is to 
legitimize systematic oppression.   

Given the amount of suffering these old blood libels have rained 
down on us, the Jewish community especially should be aghast at 
the Islamophobia running rampant in this country, and the new 
blood libels resulting from it.

All Americans who remember Joseph McCarthy must have been 
alarmed by the witch hunt conducted by Representative Peter 
King of Nassau County, Chairman of the House Homeland Secu-
rity Committee.  The hearings examined what King perceives as 
the radicalization of American Muslims into eager recruits for al 
qaeda.  He claims that upward of 80% of American mosques are led 
by radicals and that the American Muslim community has created 
obstacles to law enforcement efforts to investigate terror.  Evidence 
supports neither claim.  To the contrary, a recent study by Duke and 
the University of North Carolina revealed that American Muslims 
as a community have been the single greatest source of information 
bringing terrorism suspects to light.  But King, like the originators 
of earlier blood libels, is perpetuating a myth to stain an entire faith 
tradition.  

And then there is Pastor Terry Jones, the Florida preacher who back 
on 9/11 wanted to burn two hundred copies of the Koran.  He did 
not – not then, thanks to a warning by Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates that his actions could endanger American soldiers abroad.  
But last month, under the radar, his church, the Dove World Out-
reach Center, staged a mock trial where Jones sat as judge convict-
ing the Koran of “crimes against humanity” including terrorism.  He 
burned one copy of the Koran and an Afghani mob promptly killed 
twelve United Nations workers in protest.  

Let those of us who remember our people’s experience be very clear:  
the hearings in Washington and the charade in Gainesville are 
blood libels, implicating an entire faith community in crimes which 
repulse most Muslims as they repulse most other human beings.
This has not been an easy year for Muslims in America.  Last fall 
the controversy surrounding the Cordoba House two blocks from 
the site of the 9/11 attacks led to assaults on mosques and proposed 
mosques around the country.  The Anti-Defamation League reports 
rising anti-Muslim sentiment in America manifesting itself in hate 
crimes, employment discrimination and unusual legal and investi-
gative scrutiny.  One can certainly imagine how American Muslims 
might be wondering these days just how welcome they are in this 
country.  

For years Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester, has enjoyed a 
wonderful relationship with the Upper Westchester Muslim Society, 
celebrating Thanksgiving together, and holding regular discussion 
groups for adults and children alike.  We know there is nothing to 
fear from this community.  They have moved into Northern Westch-
ester just as they moved into New York and other suburban and 
metropolitan centers around the country for the same reason we 
Jews came here generations ago: to make a life for themselves and 
their children and to enjoy the fruits of freedom. 

                                                                      (continued on page 4)
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This article appeared in the Living Section of 
the Huffington Post on March 20, 2011.

The Need for Self-Compassion

We always walk a fine line when we try to 
create our self-image and examine our own 
actions. We want to stand up for ourselves, 
but we don’t want to become a bully. We 
want to treat our children as special and 
unique, but we don’t want them to become 

narcissists. We want to do a good job on a project at work, but we 
don’t want to be losing sleep over it.

Striking these balances can often feel like walking a tightrope — 
on the one hand, we want to accept ourselves where we are, and 
yet we also want to strive to be better. But walking a tightrope is 
stressful — it is far too easy to fall over one side or the other. So 
some researchers have wondered: is there a more effective way to 
help us accept our human failings and be motivated to improve?

There’s a new, emerging field that may actually help in this strug-
gle. It’s called “self-compassion,” encouraging us to treat ourselves 
with the same level of kindness and understanding that we give to 
those we love. As a recent New York Times article notes,
[t]he research suggests that giving ourselves a break and accepting 
our imperfections may be the first step toward better health. Peo-
ple who score high on tests of self-compassion have less depression 
and anxiety, and tend to be happier and more optimistic. Prelimi-
nary data suggest that self-compassion can even influence how 
much we eat and may help some people lose weight. (“Go Easy on 
Yourself, a New Wave of Research Urges,“ New York Times, 2/28/11)

What seems so promising about self-compassion is that it’s not 
about trying to “get what we deserve” or even striving to be happy, 
because working toward those goals can easily lead to self-indul-
gence and entitlement. Instead, aiming to treat everyone — our-
selves and others — with compassion, kindness and understand-
ing can provide a crucial context of acceptance that is much more 
conducive to self-improvement.

After all, think about the various methods we use to encourage 
the people we love when they are struggling with something. Yes, 
we want to push them to do better, to reach higher, to grow and to 
learn. But we also know that berating them, putting them down, 
or constantly criticizing them is not the way to do it. Instead, the 
most effective way to help someone improve is to place those 
suggestions or constructive feedback in the context of uncondi-
tional love and acceptance for the other person as a whole, simply 
because we care for them.

Use Your Hands, Raise Your Voice
On Mitzvah Day, we come together to do social action, the hands-on 
direct work to help improve people’s lives. We get to see the people 
we help, and we get to experience an immediate and concrete result 
to what we do.

And yet, we also have a responsibility to address the deeper societal 
issues that lead people into poverty, illness, and hunger — and that’s 
where social advocacy comes in. As crucial as it is to directly help out 
those in need, it’s even more effective — and even more essential – to 
address the root causes.

So for this year’s Mitzvah Day, for each of our core Jewish values that 
we will address with our hands, we will also be bringing our voices, 
as well. At the end of each event, we will ask you to sign a petition 
proposed by the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism that will 
help get at the heart of attacking these societal issues. Additionally, 
at our lunch, you will have the opportunity to sign any or all of these 
petitions:

•��Planting�/�Gedney�Park�/�Car�Wash�– 
Tell CONGRESS NO on “DIRTY 
AIR”
•��White�Plains�Hospital�–� 
Protect Health Care Reform
•��Food�Collection�/�Neighbors�Link�
/ Richmond – Support Housing for 
Low Income Families

May we join the work of our hands 
with the strength of our voices to work towards Tikkun Olam, the 
repair of the world.

Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman, Advisor, Tikkun Olam Council

                                            See page 10 and 11 for Mitzvah Day details...

And yet providing unconditional love and acceptance for our-
selves can often be harder than it looks. As the Times article 
explains, “People who find it easy to be supportive and under-
standing to others, it turns out, often score surprisingly low on 
self-compassion tests, berating themselves for perceived failures 
like being overweight or not exercising.”

So what do we do? How do we motivate ourselves to improve 
without lapsing into self-criticism, and accept our failings without 
becoming self-indulgent?

(Rabbi Davidson, continued from page 3)

This community does not represent that brand of Islam which 
perverted the teachings of the faith into a call for destruction.  They 
are no more linked to the 9/11 hijackers than we are linked to the 
corrupt Sadducean leadership which collaborated with the Romans.  
Muslims also died in the Twin Towers or attempting to rescue those 
trapped within them.  

The Anti-Defamation League, long the leader in countering bigotry 
and prejudice, which uncharacteristically fanned the flames of intol-
erance last fall when it questioned the wisdom of an Islamic Center 
near Ground Zero, thankfully this spring got it right when it warned 
Representative King that “Congressional efforts to explore legitimate 
security concerns should not be overwhelmed by…unfair stereotyp-
ing and prejudice….”  

We in the Jewish community know from our own history the dangers 
of blood libel.  This Pesach was the one hundredth anniversary of 
what may be the most notorious blood libel of modern times.  We 
must not let national leaders like Peter King, or local quacks like 
Terry Jones, perpetrate another.  



SUSAN COSDEN CHOSEN TO PARTICIPATE 
IN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

We are happy to announce that our Director of Education, Susan 
Cosden, has been chosen as one of thirty-seven congregational 
educators from the metropolitan area to participate in the Leader-
ship Institute: Shaping Congregational Leaders and Learners. This 
initiative fosters collegiality, leadership development, and Jewish 
learning. Backed by a $2 million dollar grant from UJA-Federation 
of New York, the Conservative and Reform institutions − The Jewish 
Theological Seminar and Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion have partnered again for a third cohort to provide profes-
sional development for congregational Jewish educators.
 
During the course of two and a half years, educators will have par-
ticipated in eleven day-long symposia, two two-day symposia, two 
intensive Summer Seminars, and a ten-day Israel Seminar.
 
Our opening retreat, which took place on January 9-10 at the Glen 
Cove Mansion, was a meaningful experience for the 38 educators 
and 10 mentors. We were fortunate to learn together with a number 
of faculty members who set the stage for the exploration of what it 
means to be a “Change Leader.” Sessions included Beginning the 
Mentoring Process, Professor Jo Kay, HUC; Best Practice Audit, Dr. 
Michelle Lynn-Sachs; The Place of Wonder in Jewish Education, 
Rabbi Gerald Skolnik, Forest Hills Jewish Center; A Portrait of “Vi-
sionary,” Dr. Steven M. Cohen; and Introduction to the 360-Degree 
Assessment and Introduction to Peer Consultancy Groups, Dr. Evie 
Rotstein. 
 
Our journey continued on March 15 at JTS for our second sympo-
sium. Our day started with a session with Hazzan Ayelet Piatigorsky 
who taught us a wonderful melody for Gesher Tzar Moed. Dr. Susan 
Shevitz, who is also the evaluator for the Leadership Institute, then 
led a session titled Using Evaluation to Improve – As Well As Prove! 
 
Our next symposium will take place on May 4, when Dr. Jeff Kress, 
from the Davidson School of Jewish Education at JTS, will lead a 
session to help the fellows understand how they might best utilize the 
feedback they will receive from the 360 degree assessment survey. We 
will also learn about our new “Team Innovation Process,” with Dr. 
Rob Weinberg, Experiment in Congregational Education and to fin-
ish the day we will study Midrash with Dr. Norman Cohen, HUC-JIR 
utilizing texts from his book Self, Struggle and Change.
 
The first Summer Seminar will be held from June 26th- June 30th 
and July 5th-8th at HUC-JIR in Manhattan. The focus of the Seminar 
will be “The Change Leader Implementing Change.” The seminar 
will feature sessions led by: Dr. Joseph McDonald (Steinhardt School 
of Education, NYU), Cyd Weissman (The Jewish Education Project) 
and Jo Kay (HUC-JIR), and Dr. Evie Rotstein (Leadership Institute). 
Additional classical text study sessions will be taught by Dr. Norman 
Cohen (HUC-JIR), Dr. Marjorie Lehman (JTS), and Rabbi Lawrence 
Hoffman (HUC-JIR).

Susan Cosden, Director of Education
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“A season is set for everything, a time 
for every experience under heaven:
A time for being born and a time for dying,
A time for planting and a time for 
uprooting the planted;
A time for slaying and a time for healing,
A time for tearing down and a time for 
building up; 
A time for weeping and a time for laughing.”

(Ecclesiastes 3:1-4)

This passage from Ecclesiastes, one 
of the books from the third section 
of our Bible, K’tuvim (Writings), 
seems appropriate at this time of the year as school ends and we start 
preparing for our next school year.  How much more so this year, as 
we end our school year with confirmation next month and work will 
begin immediately in this part of the building.

As we wrap up the school year we have many special events planned.  
On Friday, May 6 we celebrate Shabbat Ha’Chinuch – our Shab-
bat service celebrating Lifelong Jewish Education.  During the erev 
Shabbat family service we will honor our teachers and madrichim 
for their dedication to helping raise menschen and honor our 
seniors Michael Bernstein and Andrew Lowy for graduating from 
our Religious School.  Two weeks later, we will hold our last days of 
Religious School.  Tuesday, May 17 will be our last day of class with 
a special treat for our third grade Tuesday students, with an aliyah 
(promotion) ceremony at 5:15.  Wednesday, May 18 will be a special 
program to celebrate our seventh graders finishing their twice a week 
attendance at Religious School and welcoming them to our eighth 
through twelfth grade program.  Thursday, May 19 we will hold 
an aliyah ceremony, a promotion ceremony, for our fifth and sixth 
graders near the end of class at 5:15.  Sunday, May 22 will be our last 
day of Religious School for our kindergarten through fourth graders 
which will include the aliyah ceremony for our kindergarten through 
fourth graders at 10:30.  Then on Tuesday, June 7 at 7:15 we will 
celebrate Shavuot and Confirmation of our tenth graders.  We hope 
everyone will join us for this service, especially our fourth through 
seventh graders.  

While we wrap up our school year of 5771 (2010-2011), we also 
begin to prepare for the 5772 (2011-2012) school year.  Hopefully 
all of you have submitted your school registration forms and your 
payments that are due by May 15, Mitzvah Day.  It is our goal that 
class lists for next year will be e-mailed out to everyone by May 31.  
This will give parents time to review their children’s class lists before 
public schools end, and everyone is busy with preparing kids to go to 
camp, graduations, etc.  Due to construction this summer, these lists 
must be finalized prior to summer vacation, therefore any concerns 
must be raised before June 12.  
As always, if you have questions about any of our events for May, 
registration for next year, or any other education question, please feel 
free to contact me at scosden@bethelnw.org or call me at 914-238-
5641.  It has been an honor being your partner in raising menschen 
this year, and I look forward to continuing our relationship as we 
prepare for next school year. 
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Last month Beginning Years and I were hon-
ored for the 15th year of the opening of our 
school. It was a fantastic event that so many 
people worked on. The feeling in the room 
was so warm and exciting. Everyone had a 
fantastic time.
There were several committees that  
people volunteered to work on.

Devra Glick and Debbie Jacobs were the co-
chairs of this event and did a spectacular job.

I want to thank and name all the people who so graciously gave of 
their time to make this an event my staff and I will never forget.

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN      MAY 2011     WWW.BETHELNW.ORG

MAY Religious School Calendar

May 2     Last Day 8-9th Grade
May 6     Shabbat Ha’Chinuch
                (Shabbat of Lifelong Education)
                Teacher Appreciation Shabbat and Graduation
                and participation by our 7th Graders
May 15  Mitzvah Day
                No Regular Religious School Classes
May 17   Last Day for 3rd Grade Tuesday students
May 18   Last Day 7th Grade
May 19   Last Day 5th and 6th Grades
May 22   Last Day K, 1st, 2nd, 3rd and 4th Grades

(Susan Cosden, continued from page 7)

Other components of the Leadership Institute include:  
An Individualized Learning Plan (ILP) in which fellows will work 
with their mentors to define their goals for professional develop-
ment and/or further Jewish learning. Each participant will receive 
$1,500 to achieve their defined goals. 
A Team Innovation Process: this new process will focus on the 
critical nature of shared leadership to identify educational goals 
that will support a new pilot to achieve articulated learner out-
comes.  
In addition, each Leadership Institute fellow works closely with a 
mentor, who guides and supports the learning throughout the two 
and half years. 

All seminars and symposia will take place on the campuses of JTS 
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JAPAN
EARTHQUAKE-TSUNAMI RELIEF

The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
has begun collecting donations to be used for “Japan/Pacific Disas-

ter Relief.” Contributions may be made online at https://jdc.org/
donation/donate.aspx.
Please give generously.

We look forward to many more years of providing the best in Early 
Childhood Education for  all young families.

Janet Goldstein 
Early Childhood Director

Lisa Nissman
Barrie Radbill
Lori Rose
Debbie Rose
Amy Rinzler
Alyson Schwartz
Lisa Shaiken
Danielle Shalov
Melissa Singer
Stacey Stambleck
Alyssa Strauss

Lisa Edheimer Avramovitz
Lisa Behrman
Holly Blum
Lauri Candee
Mia Davidson
Lauren Duran
Samantha Golub
Danielle Gootzeit
Dina Katz
Joanna Nadel

We are Listening
and We Like What We’re Hearing!

As a follow-up to the initial congregation-wide Listening 
Campaign, the TBE Connections Group was formed to 
explore new ways to engage members further in synagogue 
life. Join the lively discussion!  This is an opportunity to meet 
fellow congregants, brainstorm about new opportunities 
and enjoy a deeper sense of community-building. For more 
information, contact Karen Silver  at kmsilver@optonline.net 
or call (914) 238-3854. 

Join us as we think outside the box!  

ENHANCED  CONNECTIONS  GROUP
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GET INVOLVED
The Tikkun Olam Council is our congregation’s catalyst for seek-
ing social and economic justice. Consistent with the Torah’s moral 
teachings, we are committed to engaging in acts of tzedakah in 
order to relieve suffering, inequity, and misunderstanding in our 
local, national, and global communities.  We seek others who are 
similarly situated in doing mitzvot to join us in our mission and to 
share their ideas for bettering the world.

Thank you to everyone who attended our 8th Annual Joint Heri-
tage Seder last month in partnership with the Antioch Baptist 
Church of Bedford Hills. The turnout was terrific and the experi-
ence very rewarding.

Please join us on Sunday, May 15 for Mitzvah Day.  Mitzvah Day is 
a wonderful way for the entire congregation to come together and 
spend a day performing acts of Tikkun Olam. Please look for all 
of the details in this month’s bulletin and on the temple website at 
www.bethelnw.org

If you would like further information about the TOC and how 
you can become involved, please contact Sheila Schneiderman 
(sheilasyogi@aol.com), Brenda Haas (brendaphaas@yahoo.com), 
or Matthew Cantor (cantorjm2@aol.com).

    T
IKKUN OLAM COUNCIL
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get ready for mitzvah day early with 
a genuine “mitzvah from the heart”

Sunday, May 8; 8:00 am - 2:00 pm

Once again, Temple Beth El congregants and friends are urged to 
roll up their sleeves and participate in our Spring Blood Drive.

This year’s erratic winter weather caused the
cancellation of a number of area blood drives and resulted in 
a sharp drop in donations. Our congregation’s Spring and Fall 
Drives have regularly averaged over 100 pints of blood annually 
and we look forward to maintaining that record. This can only be 
accomplished, however, with your help!

Please call 762-3647 or e-mail nadel30tac@aol.com for your ap-
pointment. 

Do it Today!
Appointments are set at quarter-hour intervals in order to main-
tain a steady flow of donors coordinated with the needs of the 
attending medical personnel. Historically, the 8:00 am slot is the 
first to be completely filled, while the late morning-early afternoon 
period is usually the least crowded. 

While every effort is made to accommodate the convenience of all 
prospective donors including “drop-ins,” those with prescheduled 
appointments deserve and are given priority.

Donors must be between 16 and 75 years of age. 16-year-olds 
require parental permission (on a NY Blood Center form — avail-
able at the drive) and donors over 75 must have a a doctor’s note 
indicating approval. Whole blood donors must wait at least eight 
weeks between donations, meaning that one may not participate 
in this TBE drive if a donation was made after March 13. Donors 
must weigh at least 110 pounds, be in general good health and 
may eat before donating. Some travel restrictions also apply. If you 
have specific medical, travel or other questions regarding donor 
eligibility, call 1-800-688-0900 before donating. or visit 
www.nybloodcenter.org for more information.

WESTCHESTER
FOOD PANTRY

Please join us by contributing non-
perishable food for the Westchester 
Food Pantry (drop boxes at Temple 
entrance). We will deliver the food 
on Mitzvah Day, May 15.

Nursery School:   Cereals
Kindergarten - Grade 2:   Tuna, beans, other canned protein
Grades 3 - 5:  Peanut Butter
Grades 6 - 7:  Canned fruits, canned vegetables
Grades 8 - 10:  Rice, crackers, dried beans, cookies

NEW ISRAEL FUND

TBE is collecting tzedakah for the New Israel Fund.  NIF is an 
organization with offices in Israel and the US dedicated to fighting 
for social and economic justice within the State of Israel.  Its vision 
is to sustain the Jewish identity of Israel by achieving opportunity 
for all of Israel’s citizens regardless of their faith and ethnicity and 
by promoting democracy.  It participates in sponsoring both legal 
efforts and economic solutions in order to foster its effort.  More 
information on NIF can be found at its website: www.nif.org.



  B
ROTHERHOOD  NEWS
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Next Meeting of Knitzvah Corps:
May 17 at the home of Gail Schreier

Last meeting of the year:
June 21, at the home of Cheryl Goldfrach.

For more information, contact Hilary Kent
hilaryk13@gmail.com or 238-9793

Thanks  to the generosity of Temple Beth El’s Sisterhood 
our sanctuary is equipped with an infrared sound system which 
will enable those with difficulty hearing to have personal amplifi-
cation through the use of an individual receiver.  You do not need 
a hearing aid for these units to be of assistance.  The units are 
available at the entrance to the sanctuary fifteen minutes before 

As we’re sure you’ve read, Mitzvah Day is coming. Help feed all 
those folks who have donated their time and energy and have a 
good time with everyone too. Help with lunch. RSVP to dgold-
smith@horah.com if you can help.

The Brotherhood needs fresh leadership and ideas for it to con-
tinue as part of Temple Beth El. If you are interested in helping to 
lead our men’s club please contact Dick Goldsmith – 238-3360, or 
temple president, Harry Cohen.

If you’d like to join the Brotherhood softball team the season is just 
getting under way. Contact Len Meshberg — Meshberg9@opton-
line.net — if you’d like to play. 
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TBE RECEIVES 
FAIN AWARD
“Active commitment to social 
justice is a hallmark of Reform 
Judaism. That commitment 
inspires Reform congregations 
across North America to pursue 

a wide range of activities designed to l’taken et ha’olam, to mend 
the world. The Fain Awards were established in 1983 to honor 
those congregations and URJ camps whose work in the area of 
social justice proves exemplary.” (www.rac.org website)

Article Submitted by Susan Pecker

In April 2009, I attended RAC’s Consultation on Consciousness in 
Washington, DC.  Of the several sessions I attended, I was most 
inspired and moved by a Plenary Session titled “On Interfaith 
Leadership in a Time of Religious Crisis” led by Dr. Eboo Patel, 
the founder and president of Interfaith Youth Core.  
Dr. Patel, an American Muslim,  described his encounter with 
a Jewish friend when he was a young boy.  He explained that 
he abandoned his friend when he was needed most; a group of 
boys had shouted anti-Semitic slurs in the hallway. Patel tried to 
hide and pretended not to notice.  Years later, this school friend 
revealed himself and told Patel how abandoned he felt. Patel 
described this as the most humiliating experience of his life. But, 
it was not a strange, unknown feeling to Patel as he grew up in 
America as a Muslim. Being Muslim, he too felt abandoned, dis-
connected and misplaced at times as well. 

Today,  through Interfaith Youth Core, Patel’s life is devoted to 
bringing youth from different faiths together.  Dr. Patel firmly be-
lieves that young people hold the power in message proliferation 
particularly through social networking. In his speech two years 
ago,  Patel couldn’t imagine that his belief would be magnified 
to the degree with which we have witnessed in the Mid East and 
North Africa by Youth Movements and their utilization of social 
networking to mobilize each other. 

The take-away message from my RAC trip was loud and clear: 
The youth have a tremendous influence in present and future at-
titudes toward religious tolerance and understanding. In light of 
Islamaphobia and Anti-Semitism, the building of  Jewish/Muslim 
relationships is crucial for promoting social justice and fostering 
constructive human relations. 

As soon as I returned from the Consultation, I asked Rabbi Da-
vidson if we could expand on our relationship with our friends at 
the Upper Westchester Muslim Society (UWMS) by involving our 
youth in the equation.  With the great help of Sheila Schneider-
man and Rabbis Davidson and Mitelman, the “Multi-Generation-
al Jewish-Muslim Dialogue” series was developed.  

Our series, which alternates locations between temple and 
mosque,  focuses on comparing text from the Torah and Koran, 
sharing ritual items, tasting each other’s foods and discussing re-
ligious discrimination. The adult and children sessions take place 
separately and involve different activities to foster discussion.  

 

Through the Multi Generational dialogue, it is apparent that the 
Temple and UWMS have become close friends and support each 
other when we are needed most.  During the floods in Pakistan, 
Temple Beth El collected food and medical supplies and helped 
pack over 60 boxes that were sent to Pakistan via Pakistan Airlines. 
A member from the UWMS insisted we label the boxes with a 
Temple Beth El label so that the Pakistanian people will know the 
packages were sent from Jewish friends in the United States. 
This May, I look forward to sharing Mitzvah Day with our friends 
at UWMS as we continue to share our common goal of repairing 
the world. 

Personally, the FAIN Award represents a beacon of hope for a 
future of mutual respect and understanding between Jewish and 
Muslim faiths. I want to thank the Upper Westchester Muslim 
Society, Dr. Eboo Patel, and all our children and share this award 
with them.

Leadership, Softball,
Mitzvah Day Lunch



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

Erev Yom Ha’Shoah 

9:00 AM RS Grades 
K-4 

10:00 AM Mitzvah 
Day Site Captain 
Meeting 

10:45 AM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal 

4:00 PM Yom 
Ha’Shoah Service 
- Speaker Kurt 
Kleinman

2

Yom Ha’Shoah 

1:00 PM MT Nest-
ers Meeting 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

6:15 PM Last Day 
8th, 9th, 11th & 
12th Grades

3 

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting 

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

 4  

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade

5 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:00 PM B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 7 Session 3 

7:30 PM Religious 
School Committee 
Meeting 

8:00 PM Tikkun 
Olam Council 
Meeting

6

5:30 PM Kabbal-tot 
Shabbat Service 

6:15 PM Family 
Shabbat Dinner 

7:15 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service-
Yom Ha’atzma’ut 
with Teacher Ap-
preciation (Shabbat 
Ha’Chinuch) & 
Graduation

7

9:00 AM Simchat 
Shabbat 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

8 

Mother’s Day 

8:00 AM Spring 
Blood Drive 

9:00 AM RS 
Grades K-4 

10:45 AM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal

9

Yom Ha’zikaron 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

6:15 PM Confirma-
tion Class 

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

8:00 PM Finance 
Committee Meet-
ing

10

Yom Ha’atzma-ut 

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting 

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

11 

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade

12  

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

13 

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service

14  

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’not Mitzvah

15   

Mitzvah Day - No 
Religious School 

8:30 AM Mitzvah 
Day

16

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

6:15 PM Confirma-
tion Class 

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade

17  

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting 

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

7:30 PM Knitzvah 
Corp Meeting - (Off-
site)

18 

3:45 PM 7th Grade 
Last Day

19 

3:45 PM Last Day 
5th & 6th Grades 

8:00 PM Executive 
Committee Meeting

20 

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service

21   

Lag Ba’omer 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

22   

Lag Ba’omer 

9:00 AM Last Day 
K-4th Grades

23 

6:15 PM Confirma-
tion Class 

8:00 PM Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 

9:30 PM TBE 
Board of Trustees 
Meeting

24   

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting

25  26

6:00 PM B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 8 Session 2 

8:00 PM Leader-
ship Development 
- Session (4 of 4) 

8:00 PM Wor-
ship Committee 
Meeting

27 

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service

28 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah 

5:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
wtih B’not Mitzvah

29   30  
Memorial Day

31 
8:00 AM Weekly Pro-
ject Meeting
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Online registration April 25 - May 13
Please register by Friday, May 6 to reserve your top choice of activities.

Schedule of Events
8:30 am: Registration and Breakfast Buffet
Join the women of the Sisterhood for a delicious breakfast that will ener-
gize your day. Purchase a tee-shirt for a small donation to the Hadassah 
Hospital in Jerusalem.Come help set up at 8 am. Gail Schreier, Captain.

9:15 am: Opening Service
Led by Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman and Cantor Dana Anesi, featuring the 
Mitzvah Day Choir.

10:00 am: Walkathon
Join Captain Stacey Divack and the Israel Action Committee on a 2-mile 
walk to raise money and awareness for the Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem.

11:00 am-1:00 pm: Volunteer Activities
(See details inside)

1:00-3:00 pm: Thank You Lunch
Join the men of the Brotherhood for a delicious lunch. Enjoy the food 
and share with others the stories and reflections on the activities of the 
day. Dick Goldsmith, Captain.Community Activities

1. BESTY Food Drive for the Interfaith Food Pantry – BESTY, 
our amazing youth group will be collecting food at local super-
markets and sorting their collection at TBE at 1pm. Open to 
9th-12th Graders. Captain Ben Silver.

2. Car Wash – Join in as we create the TBE car wash at the Bell 
School. All proceeds will go to the Hadassah Hospital in Jeru-
salem. (For safety reasons, children must be over 8 years old). 
Line up and wash the winter grime off your car. Captains Bruce 
Rubin, Lee Spiegel and Craig Thaler.

3. Food Bank of Westchester – More than 200,000 of our West-
chester neighbors are served by the food bank. Most are seniors 
and children. Help to alleviate hunger by contributing to our 
Temple Food Drive. Then join Captains Ellen Byck, Carly and 
Harry Cohen at the Food Bank for Westchester in Millwood to 
help sort and package food for needy families.

4. Gedney Park Beautification – Help preserve one of our local treasures. Join 
Captains Robin and Irwin Nack for an afternoon of planting. This environmental 
project has been planned with the New Castle Parks and Recreation Department.

5. Richmond Community Services Gardening– Help create a garden at Rich-
mond House in Mount Kisco. Richmond Community Services meets life-long 
needs of children and adults with developmental disabilities through innovation, 
compassion, support and advocacy. Noah Sorkin, Captain.

       (continued...)
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6. Singing with the Mitzvah Day Choir– Join Cantor Anesi and Heidi 
Auerbacher in singing during the Mitzvah Day opening service. Re-
hearsals will be held two weeks before Mitzvah Day. 

7. Wagon Road Camp Painting – The Children’s Aid Society brings 
hundreds of city kids to this beautiful country camp for the summer. 
The camp also serves children with disabilities. Help paint the horse 
corrals and the barn. Captains Ira Bergstein and Susan Cosden.

8. White Plains Hospital Clowning – Join us for a fun-filled hour 
of clowning around as the Mitzvah Clowns head to White Plains 
Hospital to bring cheer and smiles to the faces of patients. Dress in 
your craziest outfit and wackiest hat. We’ll supply the make-up – you 
supply the good cheer and goofiness. Clown Captains Marc Imberman 
and David Hauptman.

9. White Plains Hospital-Comforting Gifts – Sort and fill gift baskets 
with items to help cancer survivors on the 5-F wing of White Plains 
Hospital. These “Baskets of Love” will be assembled at TBE and then 
delivered to the hospital. Captains Sandy Poster and Kathy Goldberg.

Young Child and Family-Friendly Activities at TBE
10  . Cooking for Neighbors Link at TBE – Children and adults are 
welcome to join in cooking a warm lunch for Neighbors Link, the Mount 
Kisco-based not-for-profit whose mission is to strengthen the community 
by actively enhancing the healthy integration of recent Latino immigrants. 
Kitchen Captains Rhonda Regan and Dawn Sanders.

11. Craft Gifts for Friends of Karen – Decorate picture frames and book-
marks for this local organization which supports critically ill children and 
their families. Bring a new book for early readers to brighten a sick child’s 
day. Captains Lisa Janis and Roberta Lasky.

12. Nursery School Activities – Create craft projects to be delivered to a 
local senior facility by the Beginning Years students. Captains Jill Cantor, 
Norma Klein and Robin Troob.

13. Project Linus Blanket Making – Help provide a sense of security, 
warmth and comfort to children who are seriously ill. Join in making “no 
sew” fleece blankets which will be donated to local children’s hospitals. 
Ages 6 and up. Captains Deborah Jacobs and Devrah Glick.

All proceeds from the Walkathon, Car Wash and Tee-shirt
sales will go to the Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem.

In 2012, Hadassah will dedicate the new Sarah Wetsman Da-
vidson Tower at Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem. This 
state-of-the-art tower of healing will include 19 stories (5 below 
ground and 14 above). It will significantly enhance Hadassah’s 
ability to enrich clinical care, intensify Hadassah’s cutting edge 
research and share scientific knowledge within the world com-
munity. The Westchester region of Hadassah is raising money for 
an on-call suite in the Internal Medicine Intermediate care unit.  
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester’s contributions will be 
commemorated on an “Honor Scroll” which will be delivered to 
the Westchester room during the tower dedication in October 2012.  This year, we have invited members of the Upper Westchester Muslim So-

ciety to join us on this day of charitable endeavors.  This is a continuation 
of an ongoing dialog between members of Temple Beth El and the Uper 
Westchester Muslim Society designed to recognize our common roots 
and our shared visions for our families. Nowhere are we more linked than 
in our desire to teach our children the importance of these acts of charity 
and lovingkindness. Bringing our members together on Mitzvah Day will 
help build this important interfaith partnership. 

The Barbara Pollack Mitz-
vah Day Fund provides 
ongoing financial support 
to ensure the continua-
tion and enhancement of 
Temple Beth El’s Mitzvah 
Day activities. Those wish-
ing to help fulfill Barbara’s 
vision of teaching our 
children the importance of 
“giving back” to their  
community, of sharing 
their blessings and of carry-
ing on the tradition of tik-
kun olam are encouraged 
to contribute. Donations 
can be made to Temple 
Beth El, memo: Tikkun 
Olam Fund.

More
Mitzvah Day

Details!

Contact a TBE co-chair to volunteer:

Donna Held 914-238-1569, donna.held@career-techniques.com

Jodi Falbaum 914-241-0692, jfalbaum@yahoo.com

Don Safferstein 914-262-0976, dsafferstein@optonline.net

While there will be no formal Religious School classes
on May 15, all students are expected to participate in

Mitzvah Day to demonstrate their leadership
and understanding of tikkun olam.



Our Condolences
The congregation extends its deepest condolences to: 

Victor Rosenblatt
on the death of his wife,  Janet Rosenblatt, on March 21

Susan Halper
 on the death of her mother, Charlotte Brotz, on March 21

Marla Brickman
on the death of her mother, Mona Paster, on March 24

Art Pearsal
on the death of his father, George Fullam, on April 6 

For everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -

Alison Abrams
Olivia Akin
Matthew Avramovitz
Sophie Bass
Ross Behren
Lauren Bergstein
Samantha Bernstein
Nicole Besen
Riley Bresner
Sam Brickman
Abby Broitman
Emily Broitman
Jake Capelli
Carly Cohen
Joshua Cole
Chelsea Cook
Allyson Dinhofer
Avery Duran
Jessica Falbaum
Jacob Falk
Benjamin Fine
Michael Forster
Aerin Frankel
Drew Kreisler
Charlotte Lerner

Cooper Lynch
Eleanor Lynch
Nicole Medway
Daniel Notis
Zoe Nusbaum
Samantha Ozer
Daniel Parish
Ariel Potashner
Theodore Rader
Samantha Regan
Jonathan Richman
Katherine Rosenberg
Avery Rothstein
Danielle Samberg
Joshua Samberg
Dylan Satow
Allison Schachter
Brent Schottenfeld
Ari Silver
Jonathan Simon
Aaron Smith
Russell Sparks
Marc Stern
Jaret Stillman
Jordan Troob
Charlie Weinberg
Katie Weiss
Samuel Wlody
Matthew Zandi

In Times of Sadness and in Times of Joy,

Please Keep Us Informed!

It is always a pleasure to hear good news from our temple mem-
bers and to share joys.  Often it helps to share problems or ill-
nesses, too.  Our Rabbis, Cantor, and Caring Community Com-
mittee want to respond to the needs of our congregants.  Please let 
us know if you, or some other temple member, might be helped 
by a visit or telephone call.  Many people assume that everyone 
knows, but a note or call to the temple office, at 238-3928, will get 
the message to our clergy.

Our Joys, Our Sorrows

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Thank You

Our special thanks to those who are
sponsoring Onegs this month:

Jackson Gautreau
Violet Gautreau
Jarrod Gerstein
Amanda Glasser
Amy Glazer
Jake Goldberg
Bryce Goldfarb
Alyx Goldstein
Jillian Gordon
Georgia Green
Gabrielle Greenberg
Dylan Greenwald
Ashley Grund
Veronika Guida
Douglas Gursha
Lucy Hafitz
Alex Handler
Emily Irgang
Andrea Jameson
Gabrielle Kahn
Alexis Klein
Cutler Klein
Megan Klein
Caroline Lerner
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David & Sande Baum
Kerry & Jill Beraud

Rich & Tish Bernstein
David & Leeza Broitman
Brian & Melissa Grund

David & Carolyn Hauptman
David & Lisa Lowy
Alyzza & Ira Ozer

Richard & Laura Zandi

The congregation extends its
heartfelt congratulations to:

Patrick Dundas and Amanda May Dundas
on the birth of their son, Asher McKinley, born on April 7

Kamran and Ellen Hakim
on the birth of their grandson, Henry Maxwell Hakim,

born on April 11 to Scott and Barbara Hakim

Mazal Tov



Amy & Sam Resnick Family Fund For Adult Jewish Studies  
Henry & Susan Goodman in honor of Jill Cantor becoming 
    a bat mitzvah
     
Barbara Pollack Mitzvah Day Fund    
Robin & Charles Elkin in memory of Charlotte Brotz
     
Beginning Years Early Childhood Center Fund    
Lauren & Lawrence Candee in honor of Janet Goldstein
Melanie Glass in honor of Debbie Jacobs
Linda & Stephen Ochser in memory of Rochelle Cirin
     
Betty & Jack Bader Adult Education Fund    
Jonathan Hustis in honor of my conversion
Maria Fisher & William Pollak in memory of Ruth P.
   Lasser
     
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund    
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff
     
Capital Campaign Tributes    
Sue & Ken Fuirst in memory of Gary Kahn
Cora & Theodore Ginsberg in memory of Emil Holland
Libbie Naman Poppick & David Poppick in honor of Janet 
   Levy
Ruth & Elkin Simson in memory of Martha Salomon
Spencer Weinstein    
     
Caring Community Fund    
Phyllis & Steven Biren in memory of Bertha Breslau 
   Harrison
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff
Ronni Diamondstein in memory of Abraham Girshek
Bob Ross in memory of Charles Ross
Nancy & Allan Rothman in memory of Irving Eisenberg
     
Chai Funds    
Dovia Lerrick in memory of Vivian Goldreich
     
Clergy’s Congregants in Need    
Maxine and Jonathan Ferencz in memory of Anna Levine
Lawrence & Bonnie Kivel in honor of Sonia Kivel
     
Dave & Bunny Center Family Mitzvah Endowment Fund    
Charlene Berman in memory of James S. Lewis
     
Ellis & Rae Zimmer Fund For Children in Need    
Suzanne & Victor Rosenzweig in memory of Dora Rosenzweig
     
Flower Fund    
Jeff & Barbara Becker in memory of Fred Becker
Lauren & Lawrence Candee in memory of Tina Bronstein
Robin & Charles Elkin in memory of Harry Elkin
Lucille & Richard Goldsmith in memory of Gertrude
    Goldsmith
Mitchell & Christina Kaufman in memory of Ruth Kaufman
Lawrence & Bonnie Kivel in memory of Milton Finger
Dick & Lee Laster in memory of Jeanette Laster
Gene & Tobi Nadel in memory of Samuel J. Kimmel
Art & Susan Pearsall in memory of Dorothy and Phillip   
    Elman
Suzanne & Victor Rosenzweig in memory of Dora Rosenzweig
Denise & Michael Saul in memory of Benjamin Knie
Adrienne & Jerome Shiloff in memory of Helen Horowitz
Samuel & Janet Shimer in honor of Nancy Unker

Gregory Altman Music & Arts Fund    
David Robbins in memory of Louis Robbins
Andy & Harriet Singer in memory of Gregory Altman
     

May 1 – May 7
Max  Allen
Morton Bernstein
Maddie Broitman
Hyman Clyman
Alan I. Cohen
Evelyn Cohen
Samuel Elman
Andrea Farber
Evelyn Frisch
Renee Itzkowitz
Irving Kathman
Lottie Katzman
Florence Klein
Betty Levinson
David Mayer
Eva Miller
Harriet Ozer
Maurice Poster
Mannie Ray
Irvine Robbins
Irving Rosanes
Charles Sol Rubin
Sidney Sauerhaft
Ann Wainer
Sylvia Waldman

May 8 – May 14
Harry Beckenstein
Bess Berkowitz
Edna Clayman
Rose Cohen
Sandy Fishman
Leonard Franklin
Emanuel Ginsburg
David Greenwald
Marcia Greenwald
Marjorie Gutman
Ethel Harris
Israel Jerome Harris
Samuel Kass
Sydney Kaufman
Howard Kolbert
Sam Lefkowitz
Irving Mann
Audrey Michaels
Ira Potashner

Dora Spitalny
George Stabler
Becky Tucker
Audrey Winer
Jack Wishny
Alexander Zamshnick

May 15 – May 21
Herman Berman
William David Bleier
Stanley Breslow
Joseph Broudy
Leo Broudy
Rose Cohen
Lore Wertheim Cole
Charles Ehrlich
Dolores Ferencz
Ignatz Ferencz
Regina Ferencz
Mollie Ginsburg
Mary Green
Leonard Greenberg
Jacob Heinick
Moshe Herzl Hocherman
Marilyn Keller
Ronald Meiselman
Esther Pestreich
Perry Remen
Morton Rosenthal
Arthur  Rosin
Jacob M. Seiler
Sidney Shaw
Abraham Singer
Martin Sklar
Ephraim Spirn
Helen Weigle
Sondra White

May 22 – May 28
Gregory Altman
Morris Benzer
Eugene D. Berlind
Frederika Borchard
Herbert Cohn
Rose Davidoff
Jack Dorman
Jacob Falbaum

Yahrzeit - a year’s time - is the anniversary of the death of a dear one.  In the temple, it is symbolized by 
reading the names of the loved ones and the recitation of the Kaddish.  Our temple office will remind you 
of Yahrzeit, following the Jewish or the solar calendar, as you prefer.  As so often in Jewish life, we mark a 
Yahrzeit by giving tzedakah in the name of our beloved.

At home, a twenty-four-hour light is kindled on the eve of Yahrzeit.  The family may gather at dusk, and say:

At this moment, in memory of our beloved, we join hands in love and remembrance.  A link has 
been broken in the chain that has bound us together, yet strong bonds of home and love hold us 
each together.  We give thanks for the blessing of life, of companionship, and of memory.  We 
are grateful for the strength and faith that sustained us in the hour of our bereavement.  Though 
sorrow lingers, we have learned that love is stronger than death.  Though our loved one is behind 
our sight, we do not despair, for we sense our beloved in our hearts as a living presence.

May Yahrzeits
TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN      MAY 2011     WWW.BETHELNW.ORG
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Belle Ferentz
Isaac  Fuchs
Lipman S. Gerber
Martin Goldberg
Edna Guinzburg
Robert Held
Max Kaye
Leonard Kirsch
Fanny Levison
Joseph Levy
Paul & Fannie Opal
Miriam Passerman
Augusta Rosen
Jay Schlackman
Samuel Shapiro
Martha Storch Jacob
Milton Weinreb
Samuel G. Weisman

May 28 – May 31
Adell Agatston
Jacob Bass
Irving H. Biren
Irving Blechman
Jean Blechman
Clara Brauner
Ethel Brody
Samuel C. Cohen
Sylvia Glazer
Saul Grossbard
Louis Jacobs
Sally Katz
Max Levy
William Jerome Rabin
Edith Robin
Vera Rosenzweig
Ruth Saltzman
Shumel Solomon
Fanny Vielie

Recent Gifts
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The largest event in the world celebrating the anniversary of Israel’s independence! 
As we mark Israel’s 63rd year, the 2011 Parade is going to be one of the best ever as 
over 30,000 participants march up Fifth Avenue cheered on by hundreds of thou-
sands of spectators. The Parade  will be a sea of blue and white as the New York-
New Jersey-Connecticut region comes together to Celebrate Israel! TBE will join 
the Westchester Jewish Conference. Watch our website and e-mail blast for details 
closer to the date.

Participants will include:
Some of the area’s best marching bands

Over 20 decorated floats
Street performers, artists, musicians and dancers

Over 100 schools, colleges, civic, religious and community groups
Special guest appearances to be announced

Parade Route on Fifth Avenue and Time Span: 
The Parade begins at 57th Street and goes to 74th Street.

The Parade will take place from 11 am to 4 pm, rain or shine.  

Israel Action Special Fund    
Jeff & Barbara Becker in memory of Fred Becker
Aileen & Stan Gluck in memory of Debby Franklin, 
    foster sister of Phyllis Kirshner

Religious School and Family Education Fund    
Judith & Michael Gewitz in memory of Charlotte Brotz
Marsha Halpern in memory of Harry Halpern
     
Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff
Roberta & Stuart Coleton in memory of Lawrence Nemoytin
Donna & Dodd Farber in memory of Alvin Gelber
Louise Friedman in memory of Roy B. Friedman
Joseph Hazen in memory of Ann Becker
Miriam & Ira Hyams in honor of Matilda Hyams
Michele & Steve Klausner in honor of our 10th Anniversary
Carolyn & Barrett Rosen in honor of Jason Traum’s bar mitzvah
Lois & Philip Rosen in honor of Jessica and Neil’s wedding
     
Temple Beth El Endowment Fund    
Mitchell & Leslie Rubin in memory of Milton Rubin
     
Tikkun Olam/Social Justice Fund    
Marge Carty in memory of Joseph Wolff
Joan Saslow & Edward Klagsbrun in memory of Dr. Stella Kohn 
Saslow
     
Torah Funds    
Ellen & James Tilzer in memory of Bertha Tilzer Greene
Ellen & James Tilzer in memory of George Tilzer
     
Tributes    
Joan & Samuel Ginsburg in memory of our mother, Rose Ginsburg
     
Yom Hashoah Fund    
Joe Goldreich in memory of Berish Goldreich, Sara Goldreich, 
Yitzak Goldreich and Abraham Hirschfeld
     
Youth Program Fund    
Carol & Albert Tucker in memory of Allan Finkel

recent gifts

Volunteers Needed to Deliver Kosher Meals
to Yonkers Homebound

Sponsored by WJCS, the Kosher Meal Program operates Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday from Sinai Free Synagogue in Mount 
Vernon where the meals are picked up at 11:30 AM and the 
warming containers are returned daily at about 1:00 PM. Volun-
teers use their own cars and can travel in two-person teams. Each 
route encompasses about five deliveries and takes about one and a 
half hours from start to finish.  Volunteers can participate weekly, 
monthly or on an as-needed basis.  Anyone interested can contact 
Caron Gelles at 668-4350. 

COMFORT SHAWLS NEEDED

Phelps Volunteer Services is looking for knitters to knit “comfort 
shawls” for patients. They will supply the pattern. They can be 

reached at 366-3170 if anyone is interested.
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Scenes from the TBE Joint Heritage Seder!



TEMPLE BETH EL OF
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

220 South Bedford Road • Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.bethelnw.org  temple@bethelnw.org
Telephone: 914-238-3928 Religious School: 914-238-5641
Fax: 914-238-4030  Nursery School: 914-238-5735

Senior Rabbi - Joshua M. Davidson
rabbistudy@bethelnw.org

Associate Rabbi - Geoffrey A. Mitelman
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

Cantor - Dana Anesi
danesi@bethelnw.org

Assistant Cantor - Ellen Dreskin
edreskin@bethelnw.org

Executive Director - Gennifer Kelly
executivedirector@bethelnw.org

Director of Education - Susan Cosden
scosden@bethelnw.org

Early Childhood Director - Janet Goldstein
jgoldstein@bethelnw.org

WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester welcomes all who wish 
to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all 
their forms, gays, lesbians, interfaith couples – all people regard-
less of age, sexual orientation, or financial means. In the words of 
Rabbi Davidson: “The synagogue is a kehilah kedoshah – a sacred 
community. It’s like a sukkah. A sukkah is constructed of many 
different branches woven together. So is the synagogue: the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the married and the unmarried, 
single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jew-
ish spouses. The broader the sukkah’s reach, the more tightly its 
branches are woven, the stronger it stands. So too the synagogue: 
the greater the variety of people welcomed within it, the closer 
they feel to one another, the stronger the temple stands.”
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“We Will Always Remember…

We Will Never Forget...”

Yom Ha’Shoah
Holocaust Remembrance

Service 

Beginning with a
Children’s Candle Lighting Procession

Sunday, May 1 at 4:00 pm 

Guest Speaker,
Kurt Kleinmann

Imagine being a boy living in Austria with your mother, 
father, sister and brother. Imagine being brought to a rail-
road station at the age of 11, by your mother, to begin your 
journey to America in 1941.  Now imagine finding out 59 
years later – in the year 2000 — that you were, in fact, one 
of a thousand children sent, unaccompanied, to America to 
live with Jewish foster families. 

This is only part of Kurt Kleinmann’s story.  Join us as we 
hear Temple Beth El member Kurt Kleinmann’s personal 
account of his journey to America, the fate of his family, 
the amazing story of his loving foster family, and the “One 
Thousand Children” reunion in 2002 (OneThousandChil-
dren.org).

EREV FAMILY SHABBAT
FRIDAY, MAY 6

5:30 pm
Kabbal-Tot Shabbat Service

with Singing & Dancing for All Ages 
6:15pm

Family Shabbat Dinner
7:15pm

7:15 PM Shabbat Worship Service
Yom Ha’atzma’ut

with Teacher Appreciation
 & Graduation 

SH

ABBAT HA’CHINUCH

MAZAL TOV
from Temple Beth El

to all of our seniors who will be
graduating from high school next month.

A special mazal tov to
Michael Bernstein & Andrew Lowy

who will be graduating from our religious school!


