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March   Highlights
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7:30 pm Leadership Development Session 1

4 
5:30 pm Kabbal-Tot Shabbat Service
6:15 pm Shabbat Across America
         and Family Shabbat Dinner
7:15 pm Family Service with 
                5th Grade Participation
9

7:30 pm Moms Night Out Boutique

17

7:00 pm Reception; 7:30 pm Program
“Differing Perspectives, Part II,”
with Speaker, Elliott Mendes, AIPAC

18

8:00 pm  Kavod Shabbat Service

19

6:30 pm  BESTY Purim Setup

20

10:00 am Purim Spiel & Megillah Reading
10:30 am Purim Carnival and
                  Adult Purim Programs
24

7:30 pm Mental Health GPS 

25

8:00 pm
Shabbat Worship Service
with Adult B’nei Mitzvah Ceremony 
26

7:00 pm Annual Fundraiser

31

7:30 pm Leadership Development Session 2

SUNDAY, MARCH 20

10am Megillah Madness & Spiel
as told by the senior staff

10:30am Games for All Ages
The games you know and love, plus a whole new group of games

from the hit NBC Show “Minute to Win It”!

Mishloach Manot
Fulfill the mitzvah of gifts to the poor

by helping deliver food & other necessities to Neighbors Link.

2 Adults-Only Programs
The Uncensored Megillah - The Uncut and Unrated Version 

taught by cantor anesi

“Hey Mon – What Did You Do to My Hamantaschen?”
with cooking in the kitchen

taught by susan cosden

Annual Fundraiser
March 26 see Inside Cover

Joint Heritage Seder
April 3 see page 15

 PURIM   FUN!
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Office: 914.238.3928   •   Fax: 914.238.5735    •    Religious School: 914.238.5641   •    Nursery School: 914.238.5735

Simchat Shabbat
The Joy of Shabbat 
Led by Cantor Ellen Dreskin

Saturday, March 26 
9:00 am

Next date: April 16
A special Saturday musical service, which 

occurs once a month from 9:00 to 9:45 am for 
children and adults with developmental

disabilities and their families.                       

First Friday
Family ShabbaT

    
      MARCH
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5:30pm     Kabbal-Tot Shabbat Service
    with Singing & Dancing for All Ages 
6:15pm     Family Shabbat Across America Dinner 
7:15 pm    Family Service with 5th Grade Participation
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Dear Friends,

Every year I look forward to an es-
pecially powerful experience I share 
with members of our tenth grade 
Confirmation Class.  Each January 
I travel with them to the Religious 
Action Center of Reform Judaism, 
our Reform Movement’s advocacy 
arm in Washington.  During the 
course of this exciting and empower-
ing weekend, our kids study issues 
pending legislation on Capitol Hill 
and what Reform Judaism has to say 

about those issues.  We visit the National Holocaust Museum, cel-
ebrate Havdalah on the steps of the Jefferson Memorial, stroll on 
the National Mall and relax in Georgetown.  And then on Monday 
morning we visit the Capitol to speak with the legislative directors 
of our representatives and senators.  Each confirmand lobbies on 
an issue close to his or her heart.  And every year their speeches 
are simply extraordinary.  I am so proud of them, and they should 
be a source of pride for our congregation.  Among the issues they 
selected to lobby on were efforts to protect the environment from 
climate change, prevention of and research to cure HIV and AIDS, 
economic justice, and immigration reform.  Here is some of what 
they had to say:

Becky Newborn and Jamie Baum on HIV/AIDS:
HIV/AIDS is unfortunately highly prevalent in our world, particu-
larly in Sub-Saharan Africa.  Despite outdated stereotypes, women 
and adolescent girls now make up more than half of the infected 
population….As student[s] who [have] just finished a semester 
of sex education, [we] know that prevention of HIV and AIDS is 
just as important as treatment of the disease.  [We are] fortunate 
that the government provides [us] with the opportunity to receive 
education on the subject of prevention, but know that this is not 
the case worldwide.  [We are] strong believer[s] that providing our 
generation with vital knowledge concerning prevention of HIV 
and AIDS will be the most effective means of reducing the impact 
of this disease….

The three pivotal values we learn from the Torah that connect to 
HIV and AIDS are: visiting the sick, saving lives, and deeds of lov-
ing kindness.  These three values can easily be applied in the fight 
against AIDS.  The most important reason that this global crisis re-
lates to our religion is that we know too well the danger and horror 
of global indifference, as exhibited during the Holocaust.  In order 
to ensure that those in need receive the necessary attention…we 
have a moral commitment to speak up and get involved.

Therefore, we ask two things of Congresswoman Anita Lowey.  
First, each year Congress needs to continue to appropriate the 
money promised towards AIDS assistance in the Tom Lantos and 
Henry J. Hyde United States Global Leadership against HIV/AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria Reauthorization Act of 2008.  In 

addition, we hope that the money set aside for AIDS assistance is put 
not only toward treatment and looking for a cure, but prevention 
through education.  Thank you for your time.

Erica Lazarus on Climate Change:
Climate change is a major problem that has yet to be dealt with in 
a comprehensive way.  We feel that it is of utmost importance to 
confront this issue to prevent further damage to our environment.  
Currently, America produces 25% of carbon emissions in the world, 
yet it only holds 5% of the world’s population.  

In the Jewish religion, we are taught the Talmudic concept of ba’al 
taschit, “do not destroy.”  This teaches us not to be wasteful or to 
abuse God’s creation….Maimonides proclaimed, “It should not 
be believed that all the beings exist for the sake of the existence of 
humanity.  On the contrary, all the other beings too have been in-
tended for their own sakes, and not for the sake of something else.”  
This statement explains to us that humans are not the only living 
beings on earth and we must respect the other species who share the 
world with us.…

In order to slow down effects of air pollution, and hopefully reverse 
them, we need to make substantial changes.  In previous years, 
Congresswoman Lowey has supported reform to improve our envi-
ronment, and we thank her for that.  We ask that she continue the 
support by opposing H.R. 97, the Free Industry Act.  By opposing 
this, the government is able to keep on limiting the amounts of pol-
lution being emitted by industries.  

Bradley Schnabel and Ben Akselrod on Immigration Reform:
We are pleased for this opportunity to speak to you today [and 
would] like to begin today by thanking Senator Chuck Schumer 
for all of his previous support for the Dream Act…This bill al-
lows a path to citizenship for young undocumented immigrants 
who entered the US prior to the age of 15, who have lived in the 
US for more than 5 years and who have demonstrated good moral 
character….These children have done nothing wrong.  They were 
brought to this country when they had no say in the matter.  They 
have overcome language barriers and in many cases poverty….
These children are being raised with American educations and will 
have a real chance to go on and contribute to society which can only 
benefit our country.  There is no way under current law for these 
children to achieve citizenship.  To give them this opportunity that 
they have earned through hard work and perseverance is simply the 
right thing to do. 

As Jew[s we] believe that nobody should be sent away from the 
country they grew up in to a country they do not know….We are 
especially aware that open immigration policies have benefited Jews 
fleeing persecution and economic hardship and we remember pain-
fully the times when these policies have been unfairly restrictive.  
Having struggled to adjust to a society that did not always welcome 
our arrival, we appreciate the problems faced by today’s immi-
grants…We look forward to Senator Schumer’s continued support 
of the Dream Act….Thank you for your time. 

Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson
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Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson
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Josh Perlmutter on Economic Justice and Hunger:
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)…speaks 
to many key Jewish values.  As a Reform Jew, I see much of the 
Bible in the charitable program. Deuteronomy 7:11 says that we 
must “open our hands and lend to the people whatever it is they 
need.” Throughout my life, I have been taught to be open-minded 
and to give to those who are more needy, simply because I have so 
much.  The collection of rabbinic teachings Pirkei Avot tells us to 
“let the poor be members of our household.”  We as a people, not 
just Reform Jews, need to welcome the impoverished into our lives 
with open arms and support them.  SNAP performs this mod-
ern mitzvah by allowing people to receive money with which to 
purchase food, which makes the oft-monumental task of feeding 
them and their families one less thing to worry about.  We implore 
you to introduce and support legislation that maintains funding 
for SNAP until 2018. Congress cut funding for SNAP twice in the 
past year, and President Obama has vowed to restore this funding.  
Failure to do so would essentially be abandoning United States 
citizens when they need government the most. 

As we do every visit, we also lobbied for a robust foreign aid 
program for Israel. The program we attend each year is called the 
L’Takein Social Justice Seminar.  The name comes for the same 
root as tikun and means “repair.”  The great mystic Rabbi Isaac 
Luria taught that at the creation the universe God contracted the 
light of the divine presence to make room for the material world.  
But the light of God’s presence was too intense for the vessels into 
which it was gathered, and those vessels shattered in a blaze of 
divine sparks.  Those sparks remain, and can be seen glowing in all 
created things, and in each of us.  Our human task is to repair the 
vessels; to tend the divine fire in every human being.

There are countless ways we can do our part.  Our Tikun Olam 
Council regularly places before us the chance to reach out to those 
who are struggling within our own community:  so many hands-
on social service opportunities to make a profound difference.  
And another way we can effect real social change -- a way we can 
get at the root causes of the problems that plague our society -- is 
through shaping our national policies.  That is what advocacy is 
all about — encouraging our representatives and senators to write 
laws that will fund HIV/AIDS research, that will require more 
than abstinence-only sex education, that will assure that no child 
goes hungry.  And the opportunity is not reserved for 10th graders! 

In May all of you are invited to join me and members of our 
temple leadership at the Religious Action Center’s Consultation on 
Conscience.  Every two years we have the chance to hear person-
ally from senators, representatives, cabinet members, consumer 
advocates and business leaders.  And they have an opportunity to 
hear from us!  And this year, during the conference, Temple Beth 
El will be receiving an Irving J. Fain award for our outstanding 
social justice work in the area of Muslim-Jewish dialogue.  Reg-
istration information is at right.  I would love to see you there.  If 
you have any questions, just give me a call.

 Sincerely,
 Rabbi Joshua Davidson

To register for Consultation on Conscience,
see https://secure.rac.org/registration11/

Brunch with Rabbi Maya Leibovich
Sunday, April 3, 11:15 am

Rabbi Maya Leibovich, “HaRav 
Maya,” as she is known by the 
children in Kehilat Mevasseret 
Zion’s Day Care Center, is the first 
Israeli-born woman ordained by the 
Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem. 
For the past 17 years, Rabbi Leibo-
vich has served as rabbi of Kehilat 
Mevasseret Zion. She was among 
the first rabbis to go to the Former 
Soviet Union and teach Reform 
Judaism and is the editor of both the 
Siddur and Mahzor of the Reform 

Movement in the FSU. With her husband, Menachem, Rabbi 
Leibovich has 4 children and 2 grandchildren.  Watch TBE 
e-mail blasts and our website for more details on brunch with 
Rabbi Leibovich. $10 per person.
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NB: This post from Rabbi Mitelman’s blog “Si-
nai and Synapses” was chosen by Wordpress.
com to be one of 10 posts out of over 450,000 
to be featured on their homepage on February 
2, 2011

The Opportunity of Multiple
(Aspects of Our) Personalities

 A couple of weeks ago, I posted about our 
natural desire to want to “create” our identity. 
The idea is that we want to be the ones in 

control of how we see ourselves, and when we are denied that oppor-
tunity, we’re likely to push back.

 In the last few days, there have been several new articles about how 
Americans don’t want to be boxed in when it comes to our sense 
of identity. Sunday’s New York Times had an article entitled “More 
Young Americans Identify as Mixed Race,” and author Susan Saluny 
notes that [m]any young adults of mixed backgrounds are rejecting 
the color lines that have defined Americans for generations in favor 
of a much more fluid sense of identity. Ask Michelle López-Mullins, 
a 20-year-old junior and the president of the Multiracial and Bira-
cial Student Association, how she marks her race on forms like the 
census, and she says, “It depends on the day, and it depends on the 
options.”

 But while it’s not a surprise that young Americans want to choose 
how they present themselves in different situations, what is surpris-
ing is that when people do have a chance to embrace multiple aspects 
of their identity, they end up being significantly more creative. Au-
thor Jonah Lehrer explains:

 According to a study led by Jeffrey Sanchez-Burks, a psycholo-
gist at the University of Michigan, people who describe them-
selves as both Asian and American, or see themselves as a female 
engineer (and not just an engineer), consistently display higher 
levels of creativity.

 In the first experiment, the researchers gathered together a 
large group of Asian Americans and asked them to design a dish 
containing both Asian and American ingredients. In the second 
study, they asked female engineers to design a new mobile com-
munication device. In both cases, subjects who are better able to 
draw on their mixed backgrounds at the same time were more 
creative than those who could only draw on one of their back-
grounds. They designed tastier dishes and came up with much 
better communication devices.

 Because their different social identities were associated with 
different problem-solving approaches, their minds remained 
more flexible, better able to experiment with multiple creative 
strategies. In contrast, Asian Americans who felt that they had to 
“turn off ” their Asian background in an American setting – this 
is an example of “low identity integration” – or  female engineers 
who believed that they had to be less feminine to be effective at 
work, had a harder time drawing on their wealth of background 
knowledge. (Jonah Lehrer’s “Frontal Cortex” blog — “The Ad-
vantage of Dual Identities”)

Rabbi Geoffrey Mitelman
I think there’s a clear reason why people with multiple senses of 
identity were more creative — they had started by needing to create 
their selves. If we have to think about who we are – a most basic and 
fundamental question — in new and inventive ways, then we’ll be 
more likely to start thinking of programs, products, and situations in 
new and inventive ways, as well.

 And that provides a great opportunity to the American Jewish 
community, which by definition, involves at least two aspects of our 
identity — “American” and “Jewish.” As Rabbi Elie Kaunfer notes in 
his book Empowered Judaism:

That Jews are increasingly unwilling to settle for a broad defini-
tion is a positive. Why? Because someone can no longer get away 
with telling you “I am Orthodox” (ed. note: or equivalently, “I 
am Reform”) and assume that you understand what kind of Jew 
she is. Instead, people are forced to explain why they practice in 
a particular way or what, specifically, they believe in. A world 
without convenient categories is a world that calls on people to 
take more ownership of the type of Judaism they want to prac-
tice in the world…It is a major step forward because it leads to a 
rich discussion about what being Jewish means in our richly tex-
tured, highly individualized, twenty-first-century lives. (Kaunfer, 
Empowered Judaism, 147-148)

 Quite simply, creativity leads to ownership. Indeed, at a recent ses-
sion to learn about community organizing (a process Temple Beth El 
is going through now), there was a line that stuck with me: “People 
are not transformed by what they receive. They are transformed by 
what they create.”

 For better or for worse in our society, we get to create our identity. 
So the question is whether or not that’s the end of the discussion. 
Do we simply say, “This is who I am,” or do we go further and say 
instead, “This is who I am…and this is what I want to create with it.”

Yom HaShoah
Holocaust Remembrance Service 

Sunday, May 1 at 4:00 pm 

Guest Speaker Kurt Kleinmann

Imagine being a boy living in Austria with your mother, father, 
sister and brother. Imagine being brought to a railroad station at 
the age of 11, by your mother, to begin your journey to America 
in 1941.  Now imagine finding out 59 years later – in the year 
2000 — that you were, in fact, one of a thousand children sent, 
unaccompanied, to America to live with Jewish foster families. 

This is only part of Kurt Kleinmann’s story.  Join us as we hear 
Temple Beth El member Kurt Kleinmann’s personal account of 
his journey to America, the fate of his family, the amazing story 
of his loving foster family, and the “One Thousand Children” 
reunion in 2002 (OneThousandChildren.org).
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Debbie Friedman, z’l
 
Every generation has its touchstone 
moments—and its icons. This is as true 
for the Jewish community as the secular; 
and over the years, an icon for many of 
us in the Jewish community was Debbie 
Friedman. Weeks after the news of her 
untimely death, I still find it difficult to 
accept that Debbie is really gone—and 
that she will never sing another concert 
or compose another song. 

For me, it all began the July between my freshman and sophomore 
years in high school. That spring, the rabbi of my home synagogue 
in New Jersey convinced several of us to attend a session at Kutz 
Camp: our Reform movement’s facility in Warwick, NY, which 
runs programs in the summer for teens. I had never been to sleep-
away camp, was immediately certain I had made a terrible mistake 
in agreeing to go—and, along with the friend accompanying me—
was almost hysterical by the time we got to Orange County. To say 
that what then happened over the two-week program changed my 
life may sound like hyperbole, but it’s true. 

As a young guitar player and folk singer, at Kutz I was introduced 
to music that almost literally made my heart sing. I had never 
heard melodies for the prayers that were so tuneful, and accessi-
ble, and was determined to learn them right away. One of the first 
was Debbie Friedman’s “Thou Shalt Love”—written to the English 
text of V’ahavta (in the Reform movement, that English was all 
many of us knew, or recited in those days!) I thought it was just 
about the most beautiful melody I’d ever heard, and when those 
two eventful weeks were up, went back and taught it to my youth 
group, and others in the congregation.

I was to learn much more about Debbie over the years, as I be-
came involved in the Reform movement, first as a youth group 
member and songleader, then eventually as a cantor. By the time 
I arrived on the scene, Debbie was already legendary, both as 
a songwriter and songleader. Growing up in St. Paul, she spent 
many of her summers at our URJ camp in Wisconsin, and while 
that was always “her” camp; her influence had quickly spread to 
the others around the country. And as she grew older, her music 
also evolved—it became deeper, more sophisticated. Debbie also 
continued to educate herself about Judaism—especially the liturgy 
and more “traditional” cantorial music. By her death, she had writ-
ten a huge and eclectic repertoire of music, from prayer melodies 
to wonderful, fun songs for kids. Her “Aleph Bet” song is a classic, 
every bit as much as her version of “Mi Shebeirach,” “L’chi Lach,” 
or yes, “Thou Shalt Love,” to name but a few. 

Alas, I only really got to know Debbie personally when I was part 
of a committee that put together a concert of her music a couple 
of years ago to benefit the School of Sacred Music of our Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion, on whose faculty she 
eventually sat. And it was also my honor to be part of a small 
group of cantors who offered a musical tribute to her several years 
ago, at our movement’s Biennial convention. I will always treasure 
the picture (shown here) of me standing next to her—still an icon 
to me, so many decades later.

Many have written and spoken about Debbie’s enormous—even 
transformative—influence on worship in a larger context, and we 
are deeply indebted to her for helping to profoundly change the 
way we approach both worship and spirituality. And of course 
we will continue to sing her music. Debbie Friedman, who over 
40 years ago led us to “Sing a New Song Unto God” will long be 
treasured for the incredible gifts she has left us, and in this way 
we will help to keep her spirit alive.  May her memory always be a 
blessing. 

Cantor Dana Anesi
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Therefore, this month in the Religious School we will still be teaching 
our curriculum but we will also be focusing on games, humor and 
joyfulness. Starting March 7 when we enter the month of Adar II we 
will begin to play some silly games, tell jokes and rejoice.

On Sunday, March 13 we will begin our first Ruach (Spirit) Week. 
Each day the students and teachers will be asked to dress up in silly 
ways. A list for Ruach Week will be sent out via our all school e-
mails. The finale of our Ruach Week will be the Purim Spiel and
Carnival on Sunday March 20. We hope that morning that not only 
will the students and staff be dressed in silly costumes but that all 
of our parents will join us dressing up and celebrating with joy and 
humor, and of course playing the carnival games.

Over the next several months, I will be in the process of examin-
ing our entire curriculum in light of Pink’s Six Senses: design, story, 
symphony, empathy, play and meaning. Our teachers will be part of 
the process. If you are interested in also being a part of the process, 
please contact me at scosden@bethelnw.org or call me at 914-238-
5641.

7

Susan Cosden, Director of Education

Living Wax Museum Open for One Day
for the Entire TBE Community

If you would like to have a joyful morning, please join us Sun-
day, March 13 at 10:00 am when our Fourth Graders will be 
putting on a Living Wax Museum of New York Jewish Heroes.  
Each Fourth Grader has investigated the life of one famous New 
York Jew and will bring that person to life at this event.  It is the 
culmination of their New York Jewish history unit to help them 
synthesize their Jewish education with their secular studies in 
public school of New York history.  Everyone is invited to attend.

“With the arrival of the month of 
Adar, one should be exceedingly joy-
ful” – Ta’anit 29a

A nun, a rabbi and a priest walk into 
a bar. The bartender looks up at them 
and says, “What is this? A joke?”  
Monday, March 7 we enter the month 
of Adar II and begin to prepare for 
Purim.  (Due to the Jewish calendar 
being a lunar calendar but needing the 
holidays to fall in the correct seasons, 
we have an extra month, Adar I, 
added several times in a nineteen- 
year cycle to keep our holidays at the correct times.  On those years, 
including this year, Purim falls during Adar II.)  This month, as 
it says in the Talmud, we are commanded to be joyful and be silly 
as we lead up to Purim, the ultimate moment of silliness in the 
synagogue.  As it is Purim when we dress up in costumes, make lots 
of noise, sing silly songs, and if we are 21 or over are supposed to 
drink until we don’t know the difference between the hero and the 
villain in the story.  This is the Jewish version of Halloween, Mardi 
Gras and Carnival all rolled into one.  How wonderful that Judaism 
gives us an opportunity to break decorum and be silly, be in touch 
with our inner child and for our children get to see the temple as a 
place of great joy, noise and laughter and not just a place of more 
serious behavior; that there is a time for everything within Judaism.  

Daniel H. Pink in his book A Whole New Mind:  Why Right-Brain-
ers Will Rule the Future talks about the need in the 21st century to 
help our children develop more of the right-brain directed aptitudes 
in order to thrive in this century.  No longer can we be just worried 
about function, but we need to focus also on design – what is beau-
tiful, whimsical or emotionally engaging.  No longer can we focus 
just on the argument, information and data, but we also need to 
focus on fashioning a compelling narrative.  No longer can we just 
focus and specialize, but we now need to also need to synthesize.  
No longer can we only be logical but we also need to empathize.  
No longer can we only accumulate knowledge and things, but we 
need to also have meaning.  No longer can we only be serious, but 
we also need to play, both in work and in life.  

It is this aptitude of play that we at the Religious School will be 
focusing on during Adar II. Pink states the following on page 188:

Play is emerging from the shadows of frivolousness and assum-
ing a place in the Spotlight. Homo ludens (man the player) is 
proving to be as effective as Homo sapiens (man the knower) 
in getting the job done. Play is becoming an important part of 
work, business, and personal well-being, its importance mani-
festing itself in three ways: games, humor, and joyfulness... 
Humor is showing itself to be an accurate marker for manage-
rial effectiveness, emotional intelligence, and the thinking style 
characteristic of the brain’s right hemisphere. And joyfulness, 
as exemplified by unconditional laughter, is demonstrating its 
power to make us more productive and fulfilled.

Religious School Calendar 
March 4  5th Grade participates in 
   Erev Shabbat Family Service
March 6  3rd Grade Family Education 
March 8  No School for 3rd Grade, 
   Yes School for 4th Grade
March 13-20  Ruach Week
March 13  4th Grade Family Education 
March 20  Purim Spiel and Carnival
March 21  No School for 5th and 6th Grades
   Staff development 
March 27  5th Grade Family Education
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Hopefully the wintry snow and ice storms are 
behind us. This has been a very bad winter, 
but when the children were in school we 
were busy doing many exciting activities 
that involved learning through play, litera-
ture, cooking and art. 

The chldren loved learning about all dif-
ferent themes such as polar bears, squir-

rels and their nests, hibernation, making 
soup to keep us warm while learning about the impor-

tance of vegetables in their diets to keep them healthy. The children 
planted for the holiday of Tu B’Shevat. They will enjoy watching their 
plants grow. Many plant parsley to have on Passover.

On March 9 we will have our annual Moms Night Out. Lisa Behrman 
has been putting this great event together. We will have many ven-
dors displaying their beautiful and unique things for purchase along 
with a silent auction. Delicious food will be provided. So save that 
evening for a fun-filled time to enjoy. For further information, call 
the nursery school office at 238-5735.

The annual fundraiser will be held on March 26. The proceeds will go 
to raising funds for our new playground in our beautiful new build-
ing. We hope to see everyone there for another great evening. This is 
how we build community — by providing opportunities for everyone 
to get together to meet and socialize. So please save these dates and 
come out for a great time.

Registration continues and we are moving along nicely. If you or 
anyone you know might be interested in learning about our pro-
grams, please have them call me at the Nursery School office. A tour 
really gives prospective families a true sense of how warm, caring and 
professional the staff is. I take pride in answering all of your impor-
tant questions and helping you make educated decisions. I know the 
parents get to understand how important we feel their family is to 
us and how we educate their children by providing them with a very 
rich early childhood experience.                   

Janet Goldstein
Early Childhood Director

Beginning Years Boutique
Moms Night Out

Sponsored by Beginning Years PTA
March 9, 7:30 pm in the TBE Social Hall

Access to more than 20 coveted vendors,
unlimited cocktails, wine, champagne
& tasty hors d’oeuvres while you shop!

Invite all your friends!
Valet parking will be provided, but carpooling is still

recommended. Catering by renowned
Standing Room Only of Scarsdale.

Tickets are $35 in advance on our website,
www.bethelnw.org, $40 at the door.

Sisterhood
Next Meeting of Knitzvah Corps: 
March 15 at the home of Barbara Wolfert
The Knitzvah Corps meets at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of each 
month at member homes (while the temple is under construction) on 
a rotating basis. We find easy projects such as ear warmers, scarves, 
lap blankets, prayer shawls, etc.  Everyone is welcome, regardless of 
knitting or crocheting ability.  Come sit, socialize and help solve the 
world’s problems! 

While we’re looking for new projects, we’re continuing to work on 
afghans for African orphans with AIDS,  lap blankets and scarves for  
homeless day laborers that stay at the temple.  We are always open 
to suggestions and our projects are easy and fun to do! We also are 
happy to tutor beginners! You can always bring your personal knit-
ting for “show and tell,” advice from our expert knitters,etc.

Future Meetings: 
April (TBA) Myra Borchard; 

May 17, Gail Schreier; June 21, Cheryl Goldfrach.
For more information, contact Hilary Kent

hilaryk13@gmail.com or 238-9793

Thanks  to the generosity of Temple Beth El’s Sisterhood our 
sanctuary is equipped with an infrared sound system which will 
enable those with difficulty hearing to have personal amplification 
through the use of an individual receiver.  You do not need a hear-
ing aid for these units to be of assistance.  The units are available at 
the entrance to the sanctuary fifteen minutes before services begin.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

2 

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade   

3

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

7:30 PM Religious 
School Committee 
Meeting

7:30 PM Leadership 
Development

8:00 PM Tikkun 
Olam Council 
Meeting 

4 

5:30 PM Kabbal-tot 
Shabbat Service

6:15 PM Family 
Shabbat Dinner

7:15 PM Family 
Shabbat Worship 
Service w/ 5th 
Grade Participation 

5

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

5:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah  

6

RS 9th & 10th Grades 
Retreat

9:00 AM RS Grades 
K-2

9:00 AM RS 4th Grade

9:00 AM RS 3rd Grade 
Family Education

9:15 AM Adult B’nei 
Mitzvah Class

10:45 AM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal 

7 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

5:30 PM BESTY 
Board Meeting

6:15 PM RS 8th-
12th Grades  

8 

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

5:30 PM BM Date 
Meeting  

9

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade

6:00 PM B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 8 Session 1

730 PM BY Mom’ 
Night Out

   

10 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

11

8:00 PM Kavod 
Shabbat Worship 
Service 

12

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’not Mitzvah 

13 
9:00 AM RS K-3rd 
Grade

9:00 AM RS 4th Grade 
Family Education

9:15 AM Adult B’nei 
Mitzvah Class

10:45 AM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal

11:30 AM TOC Youth 
Food Bank

2:00 PM Community 
Event: A Children’s 
Brain Tumor Cure 
Foundation 

14

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade

6:15 PM RS 8th-
12th Grades

7:00 PM House 
Committee Meet-
ing  

15 

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades

7:30 PM Knitzvah 
Corp Meeting - 
(Offsite)

16

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade

 

17

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

7:00 PM Differing 
Perspectives - US-
Israel Relationship 
- Elliott Mendes, 
Deputy Director of 
AIPAC 

 

18

9:00 AM BY: Purim 
Parade

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Kavod 

19

Erev Purim

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

8:00 PM Youth 
Group Carnival 
Set-up/Shul In 

20   

Purim

10:00 AM Purim 
Service/Spiel

10:30 AM Purim 
Carnival, Mishloach 
Manot & Adult 
Programs  

21

RS 5th & 6th 
Grades - No Class

6:15 PM RS 8th-
12th Grades

8:00 PM Executive 
Committee Meet-
ing 

22

8:00 AM Weekly 
Project Meeting

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades  

23

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade

7:00 PM Adult 
B’nei Mitzvah 
Ceremony/Class - 
Rehearsal 

24 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades

7:30 PM Mental 
Health GPS Work-
shop -Managing 
Stress thru Adoles-
cence - Offsite

8:00 PM Wor-
ship Committee 
Meeting   

25

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Service with Adult 
B’nei Mitzvah 

 

26

9:00 AM Simchat 
Shabbat

9:15 AM Torah 
Study

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

5:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah 

7:00 PM Annual 
Fundraiser

27

9:00 AM RS Grades 
K - 4

10:45 AM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal

10:00 AM 5th 
Grade Family 
Education

28 
3:45 PM RS 5th & 6th 
Grades 
6:15 PM RS 8th-12th 
Grades
6:15 PM RS 7th Grade

8:00 PM TBE 
Board of Trustees 
Meeting 

29 
8:00 AM Weekly Pro-
ject Meeting
4:00 PM RS 3rd & 4th 
Grades

30

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

31
3:45 PM RS 5th & 6th 
Grades
6:00 PM B’nei Mitzvah 
Chavurah - Group 6 
Session 2
7:30 PM Leadership 
Development Session 
2 of 4

MARCH
2011
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Kavod Service
Friday, March 18 at 8:00 pm

Time To Thank Our Volunteers
 

Each year a special service is held
to thank those who have enhanced temple and community life

by contributing their time and effort
to one or more of the many programs held at the synagogue.

This year our Kavod Service honors those who have enriched the lives of individuals, 
both within and outside our temple community through these programs.
Please join us to support their efforts and to acknowledge a job well done.

Stuart Berg Charlene Berman Lee Blum Ellen Byck Jill Cantor Ruth Clark

Cheryl Ehrlich Sharon Fishman Devra Glick Cheryl Goldfrach

Susan Goodman Penny Hamlet Shari Harris Francine Heller Judy Hoffman Melisa Imberman

Deborah Jacobs Hilary Kent Richard Laster Gail Leitman Linda Ochser Maxine Olson Maynard
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Cindy Rosen Tina Rosenberg Rachel Rosin Leslie Rubin David Ruzow Stephanie Saltzman

Joan Saslow David Shields Nancy Silver Linda Slotnick Robin Stout Barbara Wolfert

(Kavod honorees continued)

We are excited to announce that Temple Beth El’s 2011 Leadership 
Development Program will begin on March 3. The purpose of the 
program is to identify and inform congregants who are interested in 
learning about and becoming more involved in temple activities, and 
potentially assuming leadership roles and responsibilities in the con-
gregation.  

The program has been carefully designed to provide our future leaders 
with essential information on a variety of topics relating to Temple 
Beth El, including the following:

•	 Our congregation’s rich heritage and history, as well as 
the history of the Reform Jewish movement and our place 
in the broader Jewish community, and the Jewish princi-
ples and values at the core of our Mission Statement .

•	 The fundamentals of the structure, organization and 
governance of Temple Beth El. 

•	 Temple Beth El’s education and social action programs 
•	 Temple finances and membership outreach and engage-

ment.     

•	 The temple’s Strategic Plan.
•	 The Capital Campaign and building project, and 

plans for the future.  

The program will consist of four evening sessions (March 3, 
March 31, April 28 and May 26).  Each session will cover different 
topics and will be led by presenters from among our clergy, the 
professional staff and our current and former lay leadership.

If you are interested in participating in this exciting program or 
learning more about it, please contact David Abrams 
(dabrams@kasowitz.com) or Richard Albert (ralbert@maglaw.
com) or call the temple office.  Please note that we will be limiting 
the number of participants, so it is important that you contact us as 
soon as possible.

We look forward to hearing from you soon.

The Leadership Development Committee
David Abrams and  Richard Albert, Chairs

11

Temple Beth El’s Leadership Development Program
March 3, March 31, April 28 and May 26
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Our Condolences
The congregation extends its deepest condolences to: 

Mitchell Make
on the death of his father, Sydney Make, on January 23

 

For everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -

Ellie Ballou
Jeremy Block
Lee Block
Jennifer Brown
Samantha Burack
Lauren Capelli
Jessica Cohen
Jordan Cook
Jacob Cronin
Helena Davidson
Ari Dayan
Hannah Deutsch
Pamela Divack
Sophie Dorst
Joshua Friedman
Benjamin Goldenberg
Michael Goodman
Joshua Gordon
Sarah Greenberg
Jack Grossman
Aidan Guida
Noah Hellman
Rachel Hellman

Elijah Rosenblum
Willa Rosenblum
Rachel Sanders
Aaron Schapiro
Alex Scheine
Tate Shalov
Nicole Shimer
Scott Silver
William Smalley
Max Smiley
Benjamin Stern
Catherine Tishelman-
  Charny
Jason Traum
Benjamin Troob
Kaitlyn Weinstein
Harrison Winter
Samantha Wintner
Julia Woloshin
Emily Woolf
Rachel Wool
Tessa Zucker

Congratulations
Mazal Tov

In Times of Sadness and in Times of Joy, Please Keep Us Informed!
It is always a pleasure to hear good news from our temple members and to share joys.  
Often it helps to share problems or illnesses, too.  Our Rabbis, Cantor, and Caring Com-
munity Committee want to respond to the needs of our congregants.  Please let us 
know if you, or some other temple member, might be helped by a visit or telephone 
call.  Many people assume that everyone knows, but a note or call to the temple office, 
at 238-3928, will get the message to our clergy.
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Our Joys, Our Sorrows

March Birthdays

Thank You
Our special thanks to those who are

sponsoring Onegs this month:
Karen & Jeffrey Brown

Sheryl & Lawrence Greenberg
Jaime & Barbara Hellman
Jennifer & David Klausner

Bruce & Norma Klein
Scott & Laura Leavitt

Robert & Karen Perelman
David Deutsch & Lisa Ravdin

Jeff & Melissa Traum

Morgan Imberman
Abigail Johns
Isabella Kahn
Jacob Kavaler
Gaia Kelly
Danielle Klausner
Jordan Klein
Jonathan Kratz
Michael Kratz
Allison Lasky
Morgan Leason
Jeremy Lennon
Annabelle Lesser
Zander Levitz
Alexander Masotti
Tyler Munowitz
Emily Parish
Jillian Potashner
Ryan Raicht 
Matthew Reynolds
Marissa Rifkin
Joel Robinson
Gabriel Romero

Andrew Singer Receives
Louis Smadbeck Broker

Recognition Award
Longtime Temple Beth El member 
Andrew J. Singer, Chairman and CEO of the 
Singer & Bassuk Organization, received the 
Louis Smadbeck Broker Recognition Award. 
It is a lifetime achievement award from the 
Real Estate Board of New York (REBNY) for 
his outstanding accomplishments in broker-
age and community service.

Andy is an active member of REBNY. He is on the board of gover-
nors, and is past chairman of the finance committee. He is also the 
past chairman and current vice chairman of the Real Estate and 
Allied Trades Division of UJA Federation of New York.

Andy is a multiple time winner of REBNY’s annual Deal of the 
Year award. In April 2008 he won the Most Ingenious Finance Deal 
of the Year award for the fourth time and for the second-straight 
year. His 2006 award marked the first time a broker had won the 
award twice for arranging separate financings on the same prop-
erty, 20 Exchange Place.

Singer has also been engaged on numerous occasions as an “expert 
witness” to testify in various real estate litigation and arbitration 
matters. He has also been a guest lecturer at Columbia University, 
New York University, the University of Wisconsin and at a variety 
of corporate meetings. 

Andy is also a former treasurer of Temple Beth El of Northern 
Westchester and was a member of its Investment Committee. He is 
also on the Board of Directors of the Hudson Headwaters Health 
Network Foundation in the Adirondacks.
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March 1 - 5
Elaine Abrams 
   Nehemiah
Louis Armand Andre
Robert Berman
Frances Bloom
Irving Dimson
Jonah Dreskin
Henry Frankel
Esther Gluberman
Bertha Tilzer Greene
Nataline Gruenfeld
Gabriele Grunebaum
Lisa Krawchick
Anna Levine
Selma Lipman
Alfred J. Marrow
Morton Pechman
Saundre Rosenfeld
Abraham Vielie
Albert Wagner
Sidney Weisenberg
Daniel Wolchok
Arthur Wolff
Sarah Bloom 
   Wortman
 
March 6 - 12
Herbert Bernstein
David Blank
Bertha Breslau 
   Harrison
Sydelle Candee
Samuel Chernofsky
Ruth Eaton
William Freundlich
Roy Friedman
Helen H. Fuchs
Alvin Gelber
Lottie Gordon
Barbara  Johnson
Beatrice Katcher
Ralph Kemler
Linda Kimelman
Benjamin Knie
Elsie Kopperl

Ruth Lasser
Jeanette Laster
May Levy
Rhoda Levy
Alice Lewis
Conrad Lifschen
Edes Livingston
Ruth Florence Mattson
Barbara Ocko
Greta Rosenblum
Benton Rothbard
Milton Rubin
Martha Salomon
Max  Siegel
Jeanette Streger
Catherine Tishelman
Nancy Unker
 
March 13 - 19
Harold Altman
Ann H. Becker
Elaine Bleetstein
Dorothy Cole
Harry I. Davis
Herbert Davis
Michael Neil Degel-
   smith
Harry Frank Jr.
Rose Ginsburg
Coleman A. Goldberg
George Goldstein
Judy Greenberg
Marge Gross
Goldye Gutner
Ernest Hecklinski
Emil Holland
Helen Horowitz
David Jacobson
Priscilla K. Janis
Abraham Juster
Isadore Kaplan
Ruth Kaufman
Walter Leventhal
Robert Levin
Lawrence Nemoytin
Frances Neuthaler

Selma Placzek
Mildred Resnick
Stella Kohn Saslow
David Scolnick
Barbara Scott
Arthur Solomon
Joseph Wirth
Joseph Wolff
 
March 20 - 26
Anne Allen
Fred Becker
Irving Braver
Rochelle Cirin
Irving Eisenberg
Eunice Fullam
Dorothy Isaac
Dr. William R. Lulow
Jean Nier
Barbara Pollack
Joseph M. Rittenberg
Samuel Rose
Charles Ross
Robert Rudman
Melvin Silver
Sylvia Sokel
Bert Struth
Henrietta Treitelman
Dorothy Zarnet

(continued on page 14)

Yahrzeit - a year’s time - is the anniversary of the death of a dear one.  In the temple, it is symbolized by 
reading the names of the loved ones and the recitation of the Kaddish.  Our temple office will remind you 
of Yahrzeit, following the Jewish or the solar calendar, as you prefer.  As so often in Jewish life, we mark a 
Yahrzeit by giving tzedakah in the name of our beloved.

At home, a twenty-four-hour light is kindled on the eve of Yahrzeit.  The family may gather at dusk, and say:

At this moment, in memory of our beloved, we join hands in love and remembrance.  A link has 
been broken in the chain that has bound us together, yet strong bonds of home and love hold us 
each together.  We give thanks for the blessing of life, of companionship, and of memory.  We 
are grateful for the strength and faith that sustained us in the hour of our bereavement.  Though 
sorrow lingers, we have learned that love is stronger than death.  Though our loved one is behind 
our sight, we do not despair, for we sense our beloved in our hearts as a living presence.

March Yahrzeits
Announcing the Launch of 
the New TBE “Connections Group”
 
Background:
Throughout the fall of 2010, more than 100 
TBE members participated in the synagogue’s 
Listening Campaign. The Campaign was a 
series of one-on-one meetings in which mem-
bers were invited to share their insights, ideas 
and concerns about Temple Beth El along with 
a broader range of community issues.
 
We listened A LOT and we learned A LOT!
 
As a result, several groups are now being 
formed at TBE to explore the issues raised, en-
courage additional member input and finally, 
consider how these ideas can be turned into 
opportunities that enhance synagogue life.
 
Think out-of-the-box with 
the new “Connections Group!”
The overall goal of the group is too create new 
and innovative opportunities for TBE mem-
bers to become even more engaged in syna-
gogue life. Think of it as “in-reach!”
 
We’ll take a look at worship, education, recrea-
tion, youth, community service….and other 
areas for innovative membership involve-
ment….the possibilities are endless!
 
We are a vibrant synagogue community with a 
wonderfully diverse membership. Join us as we 
explore new opportunities to connect with one 
another and find meaningful, fun and engag-
ing ways to participate in temple life.
 
Think “out-of-the box!” 
Join this Exciting New Initiative!
Interested in finding out more? Please call 
Karen Silver at (914) 238-3854 or e-mail at 
kmsilver@optonline.net. All are welcome!
 
More details will follow with a first meeting 
date. Keeping in mind that people are busy 
and schedules are always complicated, we will 
meet as a group occasionally and will com-
municate regularly by e-mail for those who 
cannot attend.

As we identify specific areas of interest and 
find out how you want to personally become 
involved, we can tailor the process to best meet 
your scheduling needs.
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Wednesday, March 17
Reception 7:00 pm, Program 7:30 pm 

For more than half a century, the Ameri-
can Israel Public Affairs Committee
has worked to help make Israel more se-
cure by ensuring that American support 
remains strong. It has been described by 
The New York Times as “the most impor-
tant organization affecting America's
relationship with Israel.”

Differing Perspectives in the US-Israel Relationship
Part II in our series (rescheduled from Jan. 26)
Elliott Mendes, Deputy Director of
the Northeast Region of AIPAC

(Yahrzeits continued from page 14)

March 27 - 31
Samuel Ackerman
Howard Agatston
Anita Bachenheimer
Ethel Baron
Ruth Blechman
Sheldon  Bowden
Gertrude Cohen
Harry Elkin
Jerry Freedman
Fannie Ginsburg
Abraham Girshek
Harry Halpern
Matilda Hyams
Bessie Jasper
Rachel Klein
Bernard Leff
Jacob Samuel Neidich
Stuart Poller
Jack Schecter
Janet Shields
Selma Silberman
Carole Smiley
Louis Tobin

 
Mitzvah Day
Sunday, May 15
8 am - 3 pm

All are welcome!  
Mitzvah Day is a wonderful opportunity for the entire 

congregation to take action and give meaning to Barbara 
Pollack’s vision of coming together to spend a day 

performing the holy task of tikkun olam.  By volunteering 
with social justice projects and activities in our 

community, we will live Torah, which serves as the source 
and inspiration for all the good deeds we do on Mitzvah 

Day! Watch for more information to come! 
 

Volunteers welcome, please contact:  
Donna Held at donna.held@career-techniques.com  

or 914-238-1569  
Don Safferstein at candymail@optonline.net  

or (914) 238-8519 
Jodi Falbaum at jfalbaum@yahoo.com 

or (914) 241-0692

Annual Women’s Seder 
Thursday, April 14 at 6:30 pm 

Experience a fascinating and heartwarming version 
of one of our richest traditions...with a woman’s touch! 

We would also love to have your input…we want to plan one or two 
evening or Sunday morning events. Watch the temple e-mail and get 
involved in one of the above programs and help us to make Sisterhood 
an organization for all the women of TBE!

For information, contact Gail at geschreier@aol.com or 914-941-6257.

Passover Yizkor Service
Monday, April 25 at 7:30 am  

followed by Matzah Brei Breakfast 

Passover
  April 19-25

14
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Please Join Us for the

8th Annual Joint Heritage Seder
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester

April 3 at 5:00 pm
in the TBE Social Hall

 
Cost:

$20 for adults
$15 for children 11-18

FREE for children 10 and under
 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL STUDENTS:
If you come with your parents, the seder will count as a service!

 
Please bring either a bottle of red wine or a Kosher-for-Passover dessert!

 
The Seder will be an exploration of the African-American and Jewish communities’ 

joint heritage of slavery throughout our histories.

Temple Beth El will be joined by members of
Antioch Baptist Church of Bedford Hills.

For  more information contact Allyson Bari (917) 825-8330 
or Nancy Israel (nancyleeisrael@gmail.com).

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Registration Form
Please detach this form and return it with your registration fee to:

Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester
220 South Bedford Road
Chappaqua, NY 10514

Please respond by March 10

     Name: __________________________________________________       Number of People Attending: _____

     Ages of Children: ______________________________     Amount Enclosed:   _________________________

You may also register on our website at www.bethelnw.org.
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Tributes from 1/6/11 to 2/7/11

Amy & Sam Resnick Family Fund For Adult Jewish Education    
Joan & Dyke Kolbert in memory of Mildred Axelrod
     
Assistant  Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    
Joan & Samuel Ginsburg in memory of Simon Goldman
     
Barbara Pollack Mitzvah Day Fund    
Penny & Stan Hamlet in memory of Hilda Friedlander
Dianne & Richard Spitalny in memory of Bertha Abramson, from her 
loving grandchildren
     
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund    
Kathy & Michael Lavyne in memory of Lester J. Lavyne
Nancy & Allan Rothman in memory of Jerome Rothman
     
Capital Campaign Tributes    
AARK Contractors, inc. in honor of Gary Kahn
Rowena and Barry Fenstermacher in memory of Gary Kahn
Lynne Ferman in memory of Gary Kahn
Erik Furno in memory of Gary Kahn
Infinite Glass and Metal inc. in memory of Gary Kahn
Camille and Tom Lipuma in honor of Gary Kahn
David Meyrowitz in memory of our dear friend, Gary Kahn
Tina & Steven Price Charitable Foundation in memory of Gary Kahn
RAB Lighting in memory of Gary Kahn
Maria Rosati in memory of Gary Kahn
Tayco Management Corp. in honor of Gary Kahn
Varrichio Family Foundation in honor of Gary Kahn
Beverly & Peter Wayne in memory of Dr. Sidney Make
     
Caring Community Fund    
Ronni Diamondstein in memory of Ruth Yellin Schacter
Maxine & Jonathan Ferencz in memory of Shirley Levine
Nancy & Allan Rothman in memory of Eleanore Eisenberg
     
Chai Funds    
Ellen and Jim Tilzer in memory of Helen Zames
     
Clergy’s Congregants in Need    
Bob & Nadia Bernstein in memory of David Colin
     
Dave & Bunny Center Family Mitzvah Endowment Fund    
Charlene Berman in memory of Ruth Yellin Schacter
     
Flower Fund    
Bobbie Bengelsdorf in memory of Isidore Bengelsdorf
Bobbie Bengelsdorf in memory of David Bengelsdorf
Bobbie Bengelsdorf in memory of Jean Bengelsdorf
Neil Block & Toddi Gutner Block in memory of Lynette Nelson Gutner
Cathy & David Dreilinger in memory of Edith Lewis
Carole & Arthur Elias in memory of Adele Greene
Debra & Jeffrey Geller in memory of Loretta Geller
Debra & Jeffrey Geller in memory of Melville Geller
Judith & Michael Gewitz in memory of Zelma Lipshutz
Leigh Gold in memory of Stuart Gold
Kathryn & Arlen Goldberg in memory of Mandel J. Kramer
Kathryn & Arlen Goldberg in memory of Sylvia Goldberg
Penny & Stan Hamlet in memory of Hilda Friedlander
Barbara & John Heffer in memory of Muriel Seiler
Sandra Klein in memory of Arthur Klein
Dovia Lerrick in memory of Anna Ginness
Fred & Amy Robin in memory of Bebe Harrison
Suzanne & Victor Rosenzweig in memory of Cary Lowen
Rachel & Benjamin Rosin in memory of Alexander Treitelman
Steven Ross & Francine Falk-Ross in memory of Richard Falk
Dianne & Richard Spitalny in memory of Samuel Press
Vicky & Robert Tipp in honor of Malcolm Tipp
Vicky & Robert Tipp in memory of Michael Tipp

Recent Gifts
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Gregory Altman Music & Arts Fund    
Phyllis & Steven Biren in honor of Andrew Singer
Phoebe Carter in memory of Jerry Carter
The Pintchman Family in memory of Charles Pintchman
Yvonne & Leslie Pollack    
     
Israel Action Special Fund    
Larry Kirshner in honor of Phyllis Kirshner with love from her children and 
grandchildren
     
Lifelong Learning Scholarship Fund    
Maxine & Jonathan Ferencz in memory of Eva Levine
     
Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund    
Vivian & Joseph Goldreich in memory of Pincus Goldreich
Vivian & Joseph Goldreich in memory of Nan Jaffe
Kamran & Ellen Hakim in honor of Andrew Carter Brodsky’s 1st Birthday
Joseph Hazen in memory of Harry Hazen
Larry Kirshner in honor of Phyllis Kirshner with love from her children and 
grandchildren
Robert & Stephanie Klein in memory of Ruth Yellin Schachter
Gene & Tobi Nadel in memory of Phillip B. Kimmel
Gene & Tobi Nadel in memory of Harry A. Nadel
Michael, Barbara, Phil and Donna Satow in honor of Max’s bar mitzvah
David & Lynette Zinberg in memory of Eugene Zinberg
     
Temple Beth El Endowment Fund    
Harriet & Ronald Kramer in memory of Irving Corman
     
Tikkun Olam/Social Justice Fund    
Sandra Klein in memory of Arthur Klein
     
Torah Funds    
Ellen & James Tilzer in memory of Marjorie A. Greenberg
Ellen & James Tilzer in memory of Blanche Tilzer
     
Youth Program Fund    
Joan & Dyke Kolbert in memory of Arthur Axelrod
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Temple Beth El Invites You
To Participate in an Afternoon of 

Tikkun Olam

Please join the Tikkun Olam Youth Corps
at the Food Bank of Westchester.

Help the hungry by giving your time to help sort and package food
that will be distributed to local residents in need.

Sunday, March 13 11:30 – 1:00 pm
The Food Bank of Westchester 

358 Saw Mill River Road
Millwood, NY 10546

(133 toward Millwood, Right turn onto Rte. 100 at the A & P, and then 
right turn into Millwood Business Center, #358, go right at fork after 
you enter, and park in lot on right. Look for sign that says Food Bank 
above one of side doors.)

Open to families with children 6 years old and up.

Get Involved with the
Tikkun Olam Council
The Tikkun Olam Council is our congregation’s catalyst for seeking so-
cial and economic justice. Consistent with the Torah’s moral teachings, 
we are committed to engaging in acts of tzedakah in order to relieve 
suffering, inequity, and misunderstanding in our local, national, and 
global communities.  We seek others who are similarly situated in doing 
mitzvot to join us in our mission and to share their ideas for bettering 
the world.

Tikkun Olam

Make the experience more meaningful
by bringing much needed food with you:

 
Cereals (Hot and Cold)

Canned Meats, Canned Fish,
Canned/Dry Beans,

Canned Soup with Beans +/or Meat
Peanut Butter

Macaroni and Cheese
Canned Pasta

Drink Mixes: Ice Tea, Kool Aide, Tang
100% Fruit Juices in Plastic Bottles
Milk (Canned or Powdered ONLY)

Coffee or Tea
Canned Fruits, Vegetables, 

Spaghetti Sauce
Dried Fruit

Rice: Rice Mixes and Plain Rice
Pasta Mixes and Plain Pasta

For further information, please contact 
Sheila Schneiderman at sheilasyogi@aol.com

or Stephanie Spiegel at leesteph@aol.com.

Managing Stress Through Adolescence: Strategies & 
Skills to Strengthen & Support Teens
Thursday, March 24 from 7:30 – 9:00 pm

Please join us for the first of three free community workshops through 
the UJA’s new Mental Health GPS Network. These workshops are de-
signed to give families tools and resources to deal with a variety of men-
tal health issues for children all the way through college. The keynote 
speaker will be Andrew Levin, MD, Medical Director at Westchester 
Jewish Community Services. 

This wonderful and informative workshop will take place at the Rosen-
thal JCC of Northern Westchester located at 600 Bear Ridge Road 
in Pleasantville, NY.  For more information please go to http://www.
ujafedny.org/mental-health-gps/ or contact Brenda Haas at brenda-
phaas@yahoo.com. 

For further information about the TOC and how you can become 
involved, please contact Sheila Schneiderman (sheilasyogi@aol.com), 
Brenda Haas (brendaphaas@yahoo.com), or Matthew Cantor (cantor-
jm2@aol.com).

MARCH TZEDAKAH

TBE is collecting tzedakah for the New Israel Fund.  
NIF is an organization with offices in Israel and the US 
dedicated to fighting for social and economic justice 
within the State of Israel.  Its vision is to sustain the 
Jewish identity of Israel by achieving opportunity for 
all of Israel’s citizens regardless of their faith and eth-
nicity and by promoting democracy.  It participates in 
sponsoring both legal efforts and economic solutions 
in order to foster its effort.  More information on NIF 
can be found at its website: www.nif.org.

New Horizons: A Discussion Group
for Separating or Divorcing Men

Will be held Wednesday, March 23 at 7:00 PM at WJCS, 845 
North Broadway, White Plains, NY. The event is an opportunity 
for men going through a separation or divorce to get informa-
tion and guidance from a panel of experts including a psycholo-
gist/divorce mediator, lawyer, rabbi and family therapist. Plus, it 
will facilitate networking with others in similar situations. Space 
is limited. RSVP by March 14 to Susan Kronish (skronish@wjcs.
com). The event is a WJCS Partners in Caring Program in Part-
nership with Bet Torah Synagogue, funded by UJA-Federation.
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TEMPLE BETH EL OF
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

220 South Bedford Road • Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.bethelnw.org  temple@bethelnw.org
Telephone: 914-238-3928 Religious School: 914-238-5641
Fax: 914-238-4030  Nursery School: 914-238-5735

Senior Rabbi - Joshua M. Davidson
rabbistudy@bethelnw.org

Associate Rabbi - Geoffrey A. Mitelman
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

Cantor - Dana Anesi
danesi@bethelnw.org

Assistant Cantor - Ellen Dreskin
edreskin@bethelnw.org

Executive Director - Gennifer Kelly
executivedirector@bethelnw.org

Director of Education - Susan Cosden
scosden@bethelnw.org

Early Childhood Director - Janet Goldstein
jgoldstein@bethelnw.org

WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester welcomes all who wish 
to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all 
their forms, gays, lesbians, interfaith couples – all people regard-
less of age, sexual orientation, or financial means. In the words of 
Rabbi Davidson: “The synagogue is a kehilah kedoshah – a sacred 
community. It’s like a sukkah. A sukkah is constructed of many 
different branches woven together. So is the synagogue: the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the married and the unmarried, 
single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jew-
ish spouses. The broader the sukkah’s reach, the more tightly its 
branches are woven, the stronger it stands. So too the synagogue: 
the greater the variety of people welcomed within it, the closer 
they feel to one another, the stronger the temple stands.”

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN

Published monthly, September through June, by the congregants

of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester

Proof Editor: Mel Wolfson 914-238-4694
Advertising: Hedy Simpson, HGSimpson@aolcom

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS
211 Life Cycle Emergency
223 Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson (917- 439 - 6757)
212 Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman (646 - 853 - 4421)
213 Cantor Dana Anesi (914 - 420 - 7430)
208 Assistant Cantor Ellen Dreskin
221 Gennifer Kelly, Executive Director
222 Rose Hill, Executive Assistant
223 Jaclyn Trustman, Secretary to Rabbi Davidson
224 Karen Bulzachelli, Office Assistant
224 Galia Silverberg, Communications
225 Ann Testone, Bookkeeper
231 Susan Cosden, Director of Education
232 Deborah Ross, Admin. Asst. Religious School
241 Janet Goldstein, Early Childhood Director
203 Sherry Topel, Admin. Asst. Nursery School
278 Gary Xifo, Building Manager

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Bill Pollak
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

Brotherhood President - Richard Goldsmith
MT Nesters - Helen Sauerhaft

Sisterhood - Gail Schreier
Youth Group President - Michael Bernstein

PAST PRESIDENTS-HONORARY
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Steve Adler - Stanley Amberg - Charlene Berman
Ernest M. Grunebaum - May Rolle - Barry Meisel  - Melvin Ehrlich 

Gloria Meisel - David Ruzow

Submissions should be e-mailed to bulletin@bethelnw.org. Deadlines are the fifth of the month prior for publication the following month.

TRUSTEES
Term Expires 2011       Term Expires 2012            Term Expires 2013
Richard Albert       Heidi Auerbacher Matt Cantor
Dina Katz       Donna Held  Lisa Davis
Michele         Janet Levy  Stacey Divack
Kirschenbaum       Rhonda Regan Steve Kane
Robert Medway       Karla Shepard  Robert Klein
Amy Robin       Rubinger  Karen Silver
Leslie Hinderstein      Forrest Sussman

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS
                 Harry Cohen                    President

David Abrams  Ex. Vice President
Henry Garrett  Vice President
Lisa Hamroff  Vice President
Susan Pecker  Vice President
David Rolle  Vice President
Morgan Rutman Vice President
Jill Schachter-Levy  Treasurer  
Doug Zucker  Assistant Treasurer
Ellen Wlody  Secretary
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This weekend will be devoted to the 
overall theme of how Ancient Rabbinic 
Judaism deals with some of the great 
problems and concerns of our contem-
porary world: baseless hatred, extreme 
language and slander in the public 
arena, corruption that undermines a 
healthy society, and finally the need for 
forgiveness and understanding. The 
opening presentation will focus on the 
causes of the kind of violence we are 
seeing in our society and our world 

today; Shabbat Torah Study, morning and afternoon will engage 
the congregation in text study and the fun of Midrashic interpreta-
tions of biblical texts even as the interpretations deal with difficult 
and perplexing social issues and concerns; and the concluding 
presentation, dealing with the theme of forgiveness, will explore 
how such an essential human gesture is understood in Judaism and 
contemporary psychoanalysis.

Scholar-in-Residence, April 8-10
Lewis M. Barth, Rabbi, Ph.D.

Professor Emeritus of  Midrash and Related Literature

Friday Night Shabbat Worship Service - 8:00 pm
“Mythology and the Causes of Hatred: Contemporary

and Ancient Perspectives”

Saturday Morning Torah Study - 9:15 am
“Parashat Metzora: Slander, Its Causes and Consequences: 

Text Study of a Midrashic Understanding”

Saturday Afternoon Presentation - 4:00 pm
“Thinking Ahead to Tishah B’av: Text Study of a Midrashic 

View of Ancient-Modern Social  Justice Issues”

Sunday morning - 11:00 am
“Forgiveness’ in Psychoanalysis and Judaism”


