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BEYOND THE BOOK

Sssh!
Like the letter alef [N) that your child learned a few weeks ago, the letter ayin (¥ ) does not have a sound.
Both letters take the sound of the vowel under or next to them. Occasionally, you will see a “silent” letter
with no vowel at the end of a word. In this case, remind your child not to pronounce the letter.

To Be a Witness

When we see the Sh'ma prayer in its source—the Torah—we notice somethmg very interesting. The last letter
of the word sh'ma, Y, and the last letter of the word ehad, "1, are written larger than all of the other letters.

TN e v e D
Sh'ma yisrael, Adonai Eloheinu, Adonai ehad '

Hear O Israel Adonai is our God, Adonai is One

These two letters together { 13} mean “witness.” Our tradition teaches that one of the lessons of the
Sh'ma is that each Jew is a witness that God is One.
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