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BEYOND THE BOOK

Sssh!

There are two letters in the Hebrew alphabet that have no sound. This Wee_i'(, your child is learning the first
one—alef (N ). (The second one is ayin.) If your child has difficulty with this concept, you can explain that
the alef takes the sound of the vowel under it or after it. Occasionally, you will see a “silent” letter with no
vowel at the end of a word. In this case, remind your child not to pronounce the letter.

“And You Shall Write it on the Doorposts of Your House”

In Deuteronomy we find the beginning of the prayer that is commonly called the V'ahavta. This prayer
is part of our daily service and is also written on the parchment found in the mezuzah—which can be
affixed to any doorway in your home (except the bathroom). When you affix the mezuzah say the
following blessing:

Baruch atah, Adonai Eloheinu, melech ha'olam, asher kid'shanu b'mitzvotav v'tzivanu likbo'a m’zuzah.
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Ruler of the universe, who makes us holy with commandments and

commands us to affix the mezuzah.
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