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"BEYOND THE BOOR

Letter Hints

The Hebrew letters & and W are two of the most difficult letters for new Hebrew readers because they
ook so alike. If the dot is on the right side of the letter, the letter makes a “sh” sound. If the dot is on
the left, the letter makes a “s” sound, Perhaps you will remember the difference if you say, "A sin is never
right,” therefore if the dot is on the right, it must be a shin.

The Meanings of Yisra’el

The word yisra’el has several different meanings in our heritage. In the Torah, after our patriarch Jacob
wrestled with an angel, God renamed Jacob yisra'el, or “the one who wrestled with God.” The Jewish
people were called b'nei yisra’el—"the children of Israel”—or am yisra'el—“the nation of Israel.” Eretz
yisra'el refers to the biblical “land of Israel.” The modern Jewish state is called m'dinat yisra’el—"the State
of Israel.”
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