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BEYOND THE BOOK

The Shamash Candle

The word shamash means “helper.” It is also the name of the helper candle on the hanukkiah, the
Hanukkah menorah. We use the shamash to light the other candles.

The Great Hanukkah Candle Debate

Our tradition teaches that there was once a great debate between Hillel and Shammai, two of our
greatest ancient rabbis. Shammai believed that on the first night of Hanukkah we should light all eight
candles, and that each night we should reduce the number of candles by one until none are left. Hillel
believed that the first night we should light only one candle, adding another each night until all eight
are lit. Our tradition follows Hillel, because it is said that we should always work to increase the light in
the world,

¢ What does it mean to “increase the light in the world”?
* How can your family be a shamash—a helper—in increasing the light in the world?
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