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BEYOND THE BOOK

It Is aTree of Life

Our tradition uses many different metaphors to describe the Torah. When we call the Torah a “tree of
life,” we are reminded that the Torah gives us life and sustains us. Read together the following teachings
about the Torah. Which do you prefer? Why?

» “Even as rain gives life to the world, so words of Torah give life to the world.”

* “Why is Torah likened to a fig tree? Because all other fruits contain useless matter. Dates have
pits, grapes have seeds, pomegranates have rinds. But the fig, all of it, is edible. So words of
Torah have no worthless matter in them.”

As a family, write your own metaphor to describe the Torah.
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