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BEYOND THE BOOK

Vav the Vowel

Your child has learned that the letter 1 has a “v" sound. However, when the letter 1 has a dot above it
(1) or next to it [1), it becomes a vowel, If the dot is above, the vowel makes the sound “oh” as in
“wrote”. Sometimes the dot stands by itself without the 1 and still makes the “oh” sound (7 3).

The Torah Cycle

The Torah is divided into fifty-four portions called parashiyot. Each week we read the Portion of the
Week—parashat hashavua. We begin and end the annual cycle of reading the Torah on the holiday of
Simhat Torah. Qur ancient rabbis said of the Torah: “Turn it and tumn it again, for everything is
within it.”

What do you think “turn it and turn it again” means?
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