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BEYOND THE BOOR

Final Mem

Final mem is the second of the five final letters. inal mem can appear only at the end of a word and

mmakes the “m” sound.

Eighteen for Life?

The letters of the Hebrew alef bet also have numerical value. The system of explaining a word according
to the numerical value of its letters is known as gematria. The letters alef through fef represent one
through nine, yud has the value of ten, chaf is twenty, lamed is thirty, and so on. The word hai (hH—
“life”—corresponds to eight plus ten, or eighteen. You may follow the tradition of giving gifts in
increments of eighteen (“I gave double hai”—thirty-six dollars).
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