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January Highlights
7
Kabbal-tot Shabbat Service
5:30 pm 
Family “Camp Shabbat” Dinner
6:15 pm 
Family “Camp Shabbat” Worship Service w/2nd 
& 3rd Grade Participation
7:15 pm 

8
Simchat Shabbat  9:00 am

14
Shabbat Shirah Worship Service - Rev Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Observance w/Peri Smilow
8:00 pm
 
15
BESTY Ski Trip

21
Shabbat Worship Service with Dr. Joel Hoffman
8:00 pm

23
Brunch with Jewish Book Council Author -- 
Louisa Shafia 
11:15 am
MT Nesters Game Day (Offsite)
3:00 pm

26
Differing Perspective on US/Israel Relationship 
w/Elliott Mendes, Deputy Director, AIPAC
7:00 pm

Shabbat Shira Service at Temple Beth El
Friday, January  14  at  8:00  pm

January 2011   5771 Tevet-Shevat

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Weekend

Differing Perspectives on the US-Israel Relationship
What Does It Mean to “Support Israel?”
Part II with Elliott Mendes, Deputy Director
of the Northeast Region of AIPAC on January 26 at 7:00 pm
For more than half a century, the American Israel Public Affairs Committee has worked to help 
make Israel more secure by ensuring that American support remains strong.  It has been described 
by The New York Times as “the most important organization affecting America’s relationship with Israel.”

Rev. Dr. Paul Briggs and special musical guest Peri Smilow. Join us and 
friends from Antioch Baptist Church of Bedford Hills for our 9th annual 
Shabbat Service to honor the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

See inside cover for details on this and more special observances
in honor of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
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Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester     220 South Bedford Road     Chappaqua, NY 10514
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Peri will be participating in our service, Friday January 14, to honor the birthday and life of 
MLK Jr, performing a number of songs she has written — informed by her work in commu-
nity organizing — to celebrate the theme of freedom, entitled the Freedom Music Project. She 
will be accompanied by additional singers and musicians, who will surely help to “raise the 
roof ” of TBE as we sing out for justice, on this combined Shabbat Shirah—“Shabbat of Song” 
as well as Shabbat Tzedek: a Shabbat designated by the Religious Action Center of Reform 
Judaism as a Sabbath of Justice.

Monday, January 17
8:00 am Coffee/Registration
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Educational Seminar
Dialogue and Community
*Antioch Baptist Church of Bedford Hills
School Age to Adult

Sunday, January 16 at 4:00 pm
Community Worship Service
Interfaith Choir, Speaker Rev. Dr. William Weisenbach
of First Presbyterian Church of Katonah
*Temple Shaaray Tefila of Bedford Corners

And join us for these Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Observances:

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Shabbat Shira Service
at Temple Beth El
with Peri Smilow
January 14 at 8:00 pm

Peri Smilow is a nationally recognized 
singer/songwriter, educator and commu-
nity organizer. Her music has been heard 
throughout the US, Canada, England, 
Singapore and Israel.

Simchat Shabbat
The Joy of Shabbat 
Led by Cantor Ellen Dreskin

Saturday, January 8 at 9:00 am

A special Saturday musical service, which occurs once 
a month from 9:00 to 9:45 am for children and adults with 
developmental disabilities and their families.                       

Next date: February 26

SAVE THE DATE
February 4: 1st Friday w/Dinner

and 4th Grade participation
February 6: Membership Family Program

March 12: Annual Fundraiser
Honoring Beginning Year’s 15th
Anniversary; funds will go to

our new playground!

WATCH FOR DETAILS
Tu B’Shevat!

Special Congregational Meeting
January 5 at 7:30 pm
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Slavery Today

Dear Friends,

 There is a passage in the Torah 
which, to many, remains unfamiliar 
— Genesis chapter 47, verses 13-20.  
We don’t dwell on it, and as you read 
it, I think you’ll understand why:  
13) Now there was no bread in all the 
world, for famine was very severe; 
both the land of Egypt and the land 
of Canaan languished because of the 
famine.  14) Joseph gathered in all 
the money that was to be found in 
the land of Egypt and in the land of 

Canaan, as payment for the rations that were being procured, and 
Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s place.  15) And when 
money gave out in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, 
all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us  bread, lest we 
die before your very eyes; for the money is gone!”  16) And Joseph 
said, “Bring your livestock, and I will sell to you against your live-
stock, if the money is gone.”  17) So they brought their livestock to 
Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread in exchange for horses, for the 
stocks of sheep and cattle, and the asses; thus he provided them 
with bread that year in exchange for all their livestock.  18) And 
when that year was ended, they came to him the next year and said 
to him, “We cannot hide from my lord that, with all the money 
and animal stocks consigned to my lord, nothing is left at my lord’s 
disposal save our persons and our farm land. 19) Let us not perish 
before your eyes, both we and our land.  Take us and our land in 
exchange for bread, and we with our land will be serfs to Pharaoh; 
provide the seed, that we may live and not die, and that the land 
may not become a waste.  20)  So Joseph gained possession of all 
the farm land of Egypt for Pharaoh, every Egyptian having sold 
his field because the famine was too much for them; thus the land 
passed over to Pharaoh.  
 In our retelling of Joseph’s story we tend to focus on his 
brilliance.  His insight into Pharaoh’s dreams, and his agricultural 
and economic policies, save not only the land of Egypt and its 
people from ruin, but all neighboring peoples from starvation as 
well.  And yet, often overlooked in the passage, is what becomes of 
the land and liberty of the Egyptians.  Pharaoh seizes everything 
they own, and they become his slaves.
 Understandably, our tradition is muted in its criticism 
of Joseph for his role in instituting slavery in Egypt.  Instead, the 
Rabbis point to verse nineteen and the Egyptians’ willingness to 
become Pharaoh’s slaves.  Egypt was called “the house of bondage,” 
they say, because the Egyptians assumed servitude to their king to 
be part of the human condition.  
 But however we choose to view Joseph and his role, the 
process by which the people of Egypt become Pharaoh’s slaves is 
not simply the stuff of ancient Near Eastern history.  “Debt bond-
age” as it is called remains the most common form of slavery in 
the twenty-first century.  According to government estimates more 
than twelve million people live in slavery today, and some organi-
zations put the number at more than twenty-seven million.  Debt 
bondage is highly prevalent in India and Southeast Asia but exists 
the world over.  Enslavement often begins with borrowing.  Inter-
est and other penalties cause the debt to grow.  And when borrow-
ers are unable to pay back the sum, they give themselves and even 
their families over to their creditors, who in some circumstances 
sell the debtor’s children to make up the loss.  And those offspring 
not sold remain slaves to the creditor, thus creating a system in 
which children are literally born into servitude.  In countries 
around the world including our own, slavery endures in child 
trafficking networks and brothels, in factories, on farms, and in 
private homes.

 Human trafficking as the slave trade is called turns a 
thirty-two billion dollar profit every year.  According to the State 
Department, somewhere between fourteen and eighteen thousand 
foreign nationals are trafficked across our borders annually.  Vic-
tims, including American citizens, have been found in more than 
ninety U.S. cities and in all fifty states.  Luis CdeBaca, Director of 
the State Department’s Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking 
in Persons suggests that the best way — really the only way — to 
eradicate slavery is to understand what makes it lucrative.  Ten 
percent of the market involves forced prostitution.  But E. Benjamin 
Skinner, author of the 2008 book A Crime So Monstrous, concluded 
that potentially every consumer, though unaware, keeps the market 
for human slavery in business.  Last year the U.S. Department of 
Labor published a list of 122 products made in fifty-eight countries 
that are the result of child or forced labor.  They range from cocoa to 
coffee to diamonds. 
 Because we help create the markets for such items, we can 
play a role in closing them.  Mr. CdeBaca suggests that just as so 
many of us have become aware of our “carbon footprint” and have 
taken steps to reduce it, so we should be aware of our “modern slav-
ery footprint.”  By learning which products and services incorporate 
slavery at some level in their supply chains, we can make educated 
choices to steer clear of them.  The American Jewish World Service 
and Rabbis for Human Rights recommend the website Free2Work.
org for its ratings of companies based on how transparent their 
supply chains are.  There is even a Free2Work iphone application 
which puts those ratings in the palm of your hand as you shop!  
Such information will allow us not only to avoid those products and 
corporations which rely on slave labor, but to support those which 
do not, which produce “Fair Trade goods,” whose manufacturers 
treat their employees ethically and pay them a living wage.  We can 
also scrutinize our investments and support companies which are 
socially responsible in these matters.  And of course we can lobby 
our government to demand that our trade partners uphold the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights. 
 December 10th marked the sixty-second anniversary of 
the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights by the 
General Assembly of the United Nations.  Passed in 1948, the docu-
ment was inspired by the atrocities of the Holocaust. It opens: 

 
Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the 
equal and alienable rights of all members of the human 
family is the foundation of freedom, justice, and peace in 
the world; whereas disregard and contempt for human 
rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged 
the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in 
which human beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and be-
lief and freedom from fear and want has been proclaimed 
as the highest aspiration of the common people….now, 
therefore the General Assembly proclaims….all human 
beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.  They 
are endowed with reason and conscience and should act 
towards one another in the spirit of brotherhood….No one 
shall be held in slavery or servitude; slavery and the slave 
trade shall be prohibited in all their forms.

       (continued on page 4)
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(Rabbi Davidson, continued from page 3)

 The foundations of this document rest firmly in the bed-
rock of Torah.  Deuteronomy, chapter twenty-four commands that 
laborers not be abused, that their wages for a day’s work be paid out 
before the sun sets.  And how many times are we reminded of own 
suffering in Egypt, and that our people’s experience there should 
serve as the greatest check on our tolerance for the degradation of 
our fellow human beings?
 And we are far too tolerant.  Constantly we need to be 
reminded that just because we are not witnessing the indignities 
transpiring around us does not mean millions are not suffering.  
Maimonides taught that redeeming the captive is among our highest 
mitzvot — a mitzvah rooted in the first ideal Torah teaches us:  that 
all of humanity is created in God’s image.  The Rabbis expounded 
that all human beings were created from a single first human be-
ing so that none might claim their lineage to be greater than any 
other; and that the first human being was created from the sands of 
the earth’s four corners — some of it black, some of it white, some 
red, yellow and brown — so that no race might claim itself supe-
rior.  As Jews, we are well aware of the horrors that one group can 
inflict upon another.  As Americans too, we know about the evils 
of slavery.  But tragically, it still exists.  It is time for us to get off the 
sidelines, and get involved.  I encourage you to learn more about 
modern-day slavery and what each of us can do to address it by 
visiting the following websites:

www.acf.hhs.gov/trafficking
(U.S. Department of Heath and Human Services)
www.transfairusa.org 
(for information on Fair Trade products)
www.Free2Work.org 
(for company ratings based on supply chain transparency)

Rabbi Rachel Kahn-Troster, “Dvar Tzedek,” American Jewish World 
Service, 12/26/2009.
Corydon Ireland, “Slavery in 2010,” Harvard Gazette, 2/19/2010.

Instructor Biography: Benjamin Gampel, author and teacher, specializes 
in the Jews of the medieval and early modern world. He received his Ph.D. 
from Columbia University and is the Eli and Dinah Field Professor of Jewish 
History at The Jewish Theological Seminary. Dr. Gampel edited Crisis and 
Creativity in the Sephardic World (Columbia University Press; New Ed, 1998), 
which is an account of the international conference held in commemoration 
of the 500th anniversary of the expulsion of the Jews from the Kingdom of 
Castile and Aragon. At present, he is writing a book on the pogroms and 
forced conversions of 1391 in the Iberian Peninsula and the effects of those 
events on the course of Jewish history.

The Limits of Dissent in the Traditional Jewish Community:  When 
membership within the Jewish community was compulsory and 
kahal organization rigidly articulated, individuals and groups often 
engaged in fierce conflict over social and ideological issues such 
as the nature of Jewish identity and the boundaries of the Jewish 
faith.  At times, sectarian and messianic groups emerged from these 
protracted struggles which challenged the norms of the established 
Jewish community.  In tracing the limits of tolerable dissent over the 
course of Jewish history, we will also confront incidences when Jews 
have sought willingly, or have been compelled, to abandon their 
faith and sought to redefine their sense of religion and peoplehood.

8 Sundays, 9:30 am-12:00 pm – 1/9, 1/23, 1/30, 2/13, 2/20, 3/13, 
3/27, 4/3 at Congregation Sons of Israel, 1666 Pleasantville Road,  
Briarcliff Manor, NY

From Medieval to Modern: The Transitional Years: An investiga-
tion of the centuries which span the last Iberian expulsion and the 
first emancipation of a renewed Western European Jewish com-
munity. We will trace the growth and development of the Sephardic 
diaspora, the glories and traumas of Ashkenazic life in Eastern 
Europe, the reestablishment of the Western European Jewish com-
munities, and their gradual transition to modernity.

8 Tuesdays, 7:00 pm to 9:30 pm – February 8 and 15; March 1, 8, 
15, 22, and 29; April 12 at Bet Torah Synagogue, 60 Smith Avenue, 
Mount Kisco, NY

*See our website at http://www.bethelnw.org/
learning/institute.php?page=593 for 
additional fees and  information.

Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson Adult Education

Introduction to Judaism
January 5, 12, 19, 21 (Shabbat), 26, 
February 2, 9
(including “Ask the Rabbis” roundtable for the final class)
Congregation B’nai Yisrael of Armonk
2 Banksville Rd., Amonk, NY 10504

TBE Caring   COMMUNITY

COMMITTEE
is there for you and someone you know.
Call any one of us if we can be of service:

Phyllis Biren  914.666.3339
Lori Fichtenbaum 914.238.3808
Penny Hamlet  914.666.2826

 Gail Leitman  914.773.0255
    Cindy Rosen  914.244.0202
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Institute for Jewish Learning
The Jewish Theological Seminary 
(212) 870‐5850
context@jtsa.edu

Tuition: $395*



Westchester Klezmer Band
at Chappaqua Library

Sunday, January 9 at 2 pm
Free and Open to the Public

Get Involved with the 
Tikkun Olam Council

Consider rededicating yourself to Tikkun Olam,“repair 
of the world,” with the beginning of the New Year. The Tikkun 
Olam Council is our congregation’s catalyst for seeking social 
and economic justice. The Tikkun Olam Council runs numer-
ous programs throughout the course of the year. We need at-
tendees, but we also need temple members interested in taking 
a leading role in social action programs, social advocacy, and 
community organizing.

Please contact Brenda Haas (brendaphaas@yahoo.com), Sheila 
Schneiderman (sheilasyogi@aol.com), or Matthew Cantor 
(cantorjm2@aol.com) to become more involved.

Thank you to everyone who helped bring joy to a child in need 
this holiday season by supporting our annual Chanukah Toy 
Drive.  All toys were distributed by the UJA to children in 
need in our surrounding communities.

In addition, thank you to all who helped with the Emergency 
Shelter Partnership by providing food and sundries, and stay-
ing overnight at the temple during the week of December 13.

This month:

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
Please join us and friends from the Antioch Baptist Church of 
Bedford Hills for our 9th annual Shabbat Service to honor the 
legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Friday, January 14 
at 8:00 pm. Our celebration of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
continues throughout the weekend.  Please see the bulletin for 
all details.

Workshops
As a complement to our Shabbat service of Wholeness, Holi-
ness, and Wellness, we will be offering a series of free work-
shops through the UJA’s new Mental Health GPS Network. 
These workshops will include internet safety/cyber bulling, 
managing stress through adolescence, and anxiety across 
childhood.  The workshops will provide a framework of 
wellness, with a focus on early identification and prevention 
related to social, emotional, and behavior issues for children, 
adolescents, and families.  We will be offering these workshops 
in January and February, with more details to follow. For in-
formation, contact Brenda Haas as listed above.

Please join us in the coming weeks for some new TOC 
sponsored workshops.

5
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Tikkun Olam

The worst fire in Israel’s history is raging across Haifa and the 
Carmel Forest. More than 40 lives have already been lost, and 
many more are in danger as Israel’s Fire and Rescue Services battle 
the blaze.
 
We grieve with the families who have lost love ones. We grieve for 
the loss of trees, so important in our tradition that we refer even 
to the Torah as the Tree of Life.
 
You can help. ARZA and the URJ, with our partners, the Israel 
Movement for Progressive Judaism, will help rebuild human 
lives through the IMPJ Humanitarian Fund.  Contributing to our 
Carmel Fire-Israel Emergency Fund* is one more way for you to 
participate in building Israel, the land that we love.
 
To contribute to this effort, go to www.arza.org/news/israel/fund.
If you prefer to mail your contribution, you may send it to:
ARZA
633 Third Ave, 7th Floor
New York, NY 10017
 
*Neither ARZA nor the URJ withholds any overhead costs for 
Emergency Funds, with the exception of direct costs such as credit 
card fees.

The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention (AFSP), 
the leading national not-for-profit organization exclusively dedi-
cated to understanding and preventing suicide through research, 
education and advocacy, and to reaching out to people with men-
tal disorders and those impacted by suicide. The AFSP funds sci-
entific research, offers educational programs for professionals, 
educates the public about mood disorders and suicide prevention, 
promotes policies and legislation that impact suicide and prevention 
and provides programs and resources for survivors of suicide loss 
and people at risk, and involves them in the work of the Foundation.

January Tzedakah

Carmel Fire-Israel Emergency Fund



Reproductive rights. For many, there 
are arguably few issues more conten-
tious or passionate than the debate over 
women’s reproductive rights—especially 
when discussion of those rights includes 
abortion. 

I am a member of Planned Parenthood’s 
group Concerned Clergy for Choice, and 
recently participated in a conference call 
entitled Spiritual Dimensions of Repro-
ductive Decisions, with Rev. Paula Grav-

elle, a former director of this group, past president of the Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America’s Clergy Advisory Board, and 
coauthor of When a Woman Makes a Choice: Spiritual Dimensions 
of Reproductive Health Decisions. As Rabbi Dennis Ross, current di-
rector of Concerned Clergy for Choice (and coincidentally one of our 
former assistant rabbis, as well as a close friend) stated, the United 
States sees more than a million abortions each year, meaning that 
one woman in three has an abortion in her lifetime. Unfortunately, as 
Rev. Gravelle told us, despite the prevalence of women seeking and 
having abortions, no matter her particular faith community, the topic 
rarely comes up in pastoral care. Sadly, that means many have had no 
place to turn—neither family or clergy—for support, and safe, non-
judgmental conversation. 

So what does Judaism teach? While it is difficult to deal with this 
complex a subject within the limits of a bulletin article, very briefly, 
Judaism (including Orthodox Judaism) generally differs from Chris-
tianity on the subject of abortion (and particularly differs from the 
Catholic Church, which teaches that “ensoulment” begins at the mo-
ment of conception). The divergence is especially sharp in regard to 
saving the life of the mother. Our movement’s Religious Action Cen-
ter states on its website: “Jewish values affirm the right of a woman 
to self-determination, and while potential life is always considered to 
have value, it is never placed above a woman’s health and well-being.” 
The Reform Movement has long been staunch supporters of women’s 
reproductive rights.

And the Conservative Movement of Judaism declared in a respon-
sum (an authoritative answer to an often more contemporary issue 
of Jewish law; this responsum is based on Exodus 21:22, generally 
used as the proof text on abortion, including by the Responsa Com-
mittee of our own movement):  “In the rabbinic system…abortion 
is not murder” because the fetus is not yet considered a person, 
and therefore, “therapeutic abortion…(is) permissible, and, in fact, 
mandated.” Nevertheless, in the Orthodox community, depending on 
the leniency of particular rabbinic authorities, abortion may not be 
considered therapeutic and therefore not sanctioned, when it is the 
mental health of the mother at stake. In the more liberal Jewish world 
(including less right-wing Orthodox), the emotional well-being of 
the mother may be included as a (significant) factor in the decision.  

Of course, the term “reproductive rights” refers not only to abor-
tion and a woman’s right to choose, but also to decisions about birth 
control. Again, quoting the RAC’s website, “Comprehensive sexuality 
education and family planning services are among the broad range 
                                               (continued on page 7) 

                

From Rabbi Mitelman’s Website, 
Reaching Across Time

Should We Be More Like Robin Hood?
Why is the man who “took from the rich and 
gave to the poor” so celebrated? After all, 
“taking from the rich and giving to the poor” 
sounds an awful lot like “the redistribution 
of wealth,” which (in the words of The West 
Wing) “has usually been preceded by heads 
on the pitchforks of peasants.”

Perhaps the Robin Hood story resonates for us because we have a 
natural aversion to too much income inequality. 
A recent study by economists Michael Norton and Dan Ariely found 
that [w]hile liberals and the poor favored slightly more equal distri-
butions than conservatives and the wealthy, a large majority of every 
group we surveyed – from the poorest to the richest, from the most 
conservative to the most liberal – agreed that the current level of 
wealth inequality was too high and wanted a more equitable distri-
bution of wealth. In fact, Americans reported wanting to live in a 
country that looks more like Sweden than the United States. 
(http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2010/11/inequality-aversion/)
 
Certainly, if we are blessed enough to be comfortable, we probably 
feel like we have earned our success (and hopefully, we actually did 
earn it!). But many of us have also faced difficult and challenging 
times. If we live long enough, we begin to recognize that luck often 
plays a large part in how wealthy we are at any given moment. And 
when we become aware of the hand of fortune in the monetary 
realm, we also start to realize that there may be value in helping 
lessen the gap between “rich” and “poor.”
 
The Relationship Between Rich and Poor
The Rabbis knew that if we are lucky enough to be able to live com-
fortably, that’s wonderful – but it also entails certain responsibilities.
“In the day of prosperity, enjoy the prosperity” (Ecclesiastes 7:14). 
Rabbi Tanchum bar Chiyya said, “In the day of your fellow man’s 
prosperity, rejoice with him. And in the day of adversity, reflect. If 
adversity confronts your fellow, consider how to do him a kindness 
and save him….But why does God create both poor people and rich 
people? In order for them to draw riches from each other, as it says, 
‘God has made one for the other’ (Ecclesiastes 7:14).” (Pesikta d’Rav 
Kahana, 28)
 
If we are prosperous, we are allowed to enjoy it, but we also know 
that prosperity can become adversity all too easily. And if that is the 
case, then we can see that helping others is clearly a responsibility we have.

But the fascinating thing is that giving money to help others actu-
ally makes us feel better than having money. Author Jonah Lehrer 
describes a Caltech study where people were randomly selected to be 
“rich” or “poor” and the “rich” people were immediately given $50. 
They were then placed in a brain scanner and given an opportunity 
to give some of that money to a stranger. Amazingly, the reward 
center in their brains lit up when they were giving money to a “poor” 
stranger! As he notes: 

     (continued on page 7)6
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Cantor Anesi Rabbi Mitelman



TBE Brotherhood sponsored the first social/business network-
ing meeting for brunch at Jean Jacques for all temple members on 
November 21. Co-chaired by Dick Goldsmith, Donna Held and 
David Ruzow about 15 men and women attended the session. In a 
round table discussion each member spent 5-10 minutes speaking 
about their positions, businesses, goals and desires.

Some people brought company information; others just cards. Over 
breakfast and after the end people were able to network one to one.
 It was a great time to see what diverse, creative, and energetic people 
we all are. Some good new friendships were formed and some new  
business possibilities are now in the making.
 

Networking Meeting: Sunday, January 30 at 9:30 am
Social Media Basics for the Business Owner

Presenter: Rhone Hurwitz

Have you tested the waters with social media and been disappointed 
with the results? A review of best practices to avoid common “be-
ginners mistakes” that hinder success. Bring your questions about 
Social Media Strategy, Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, and more.
We’ll give Rhonda a list of attendees ahead of time, and she’ll be able 
to use examples from the attendees in the group re: internet presence 
and use of social media, to illustrate best practice and opportuni-
ties for improvement. It’ll be a great way to catch up on your Social 
Media knowledge.

PLEASE RSVP to Dick Goldsmith dgoldsmith@horah.com, David 
Ruzow, druzow@aol.com or Donna Held donna.held@career-tech-
niques.com by January 18.
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Sisterhood Brotherhood

(Rabbi Mitelman, continued from page 6)

The scientists speculate that people have a natural dislike of 
inequality. In fact, our desire for equal outcomes is often more 
powerful (at least in the brain) then our desire for a little extra 
cash. It’s not that money doesn’t make us feel good—it’s that 
sharing the wealth can make us feel even better. (http://www.
wired.com/wiredscience/2010/11/inequality-aversion/)

 
Perhaps the reason the Robin Hood story endures even today is that 
“taking from the rich and giving to the poor” makes us feel good. 
Perhaps we should become a bit more like Robin Hood – not only 
does it make the world more fair, it makes us feel better, as well.

In referencing the rabbinic text above, Rabbi Jill Jacobs notes,
“[t]he unequal distribution of wealth…represents a purposeful deci-
sion [by God] to allow the rich and the poor to benefit one another 
through the giving and receiving of tzedakah.” (Jacobs, There Shall 
Be No Needy, 55) In other words, as we give to others, we can find 
great joy in fulfilling a mitzvah, making our world a little more 
whole and our souls a little more elevated.

Next Meeting of Knitzvah Corps: January 18
Future dates: Feb. 15, March 15, April 19, May 17, June 21

•  Volunteers are needed for Comida Fresca, a wonderful program 
involving weekly deliveries of fresh fruit and bottled water to 
Neighbors Link, the Latino community center in Mt. Kisco.  Now 
in its third year, the program encourages healthier eating and also 
helps raise funds, since these items are sold in the snack bar at this 
vital gathering place. To sign up, contact Cathy Lewis Dreilinger at 
cathyjlewis@optonline.net or call her at 914-232-6665.

•  The Knitzvah Corps meets at 7:30 pm on the third Tuesday of 
each month at member homes (while the temple is under con-
struction) on a rotating basis. We find easy projects such as ear 
warmers, scarves, lap blankets, prayer shawls, etc.  Everyone is 
welcome, regardless of knitting or crocheting ability.  Come sit, 
socialize and help solve the world’s problems!  

•  Save the Date: April 14, 2011 The Annual Women’s Seder
We would love to have your input…we want to plan one or two 
evening or Sunday morning events. Watch the temple e-mail and 
get involved at one of the above programs and help us to make 
Sisterhood an organization for all the women of TBE!

For information, contact Gail at geschreier@aol.com or 914-941-6257
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(Cantor Anesi, continued from page 6)

of issues vital to ensuring the reproductive health of all people.” Indeed, 
another responsum reminds us that clear provisions were made in 
the Mishnah and Talmud for birth control—although, because the 
history of the Jewish people has so often included expulsion, pogroms, 
etc.—over the centuries, many have felt compelled to secure our sur-
vival by having large numbers of children. Therefore, even as we have 
more varied family planning options available today, as well as far 
lower rates of infant mortality, and recognize too the financial (and 
emotional) challenges of supporting a large number of children; it is 
noteworthy that our tradition has always taught that it is up to each 
individual woman—or couple—to decide when, or even if, to have a 
family, and what the size of that family should be. 

No one—and certainly no one in this congregation—should ever feel 
isolated or alone, when dealing with these or any other, difficult or 
life-changing decisions. Please be assured that the rabbis and I are 
always available for discussion and support, no matter how sensitive 
the topic. To paraphrase Rabbi Naomi Levy, if we journey together, 
we just may find the strength to stare down adversity and the faith to 
face whatever life brings. Ken y’hi ratzon: so may it be.



The winter months are here 
and the children are prepared to 
learn all about proper dress for go-
ing outside and keeping warm. 
While learning about hats, gloves, 
scarves, coats and boots they will 
be indoors at times making hot 
chocolate to drink or participat-
ing in activities such as making 
vegetable soup to help them to 
stay warm.

The activities that involve cooking al-
low the children to learn many lessons.

They learn about nutrition, they also learn mathematical skills by 
measuring and counting, and then serving what they made.
There are so many skills that the children learn while they are having 
fun in exciting activities.

During the month of January, the children will also be learning about 
hibernation and what keeps animals safe and warm and sheltered from 
the cold. Our naturalist brings animals to the classrooms to show the 
children these types of animals and encourages them to learn about 
how they take care of themselves.

Outside of our classrooms we continue to watch the progression of 
the building going on around us. It has been an experience that the 
children will never forget. They watch each day as another part of the 
building is either completed or started. It makes you appreciate all 
the buildings that are around us because we can really see how much 
work goes into them. There are so many teams of workers and so many 
jobs each worker needs to do to help each other to make this beautiful 
building that will be up before we know it.
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Last summer, the Jewish community helped more than 70,000 campers enjoy the time of their lives at Jewish summer camp. 
This year, let UJA-Federation help the camper in your family enjoy an unforgettable summer at Jewish camp!

Camp offers sports, music, nature and dozens of fun activities in a beautiful outdoor environment. But more important, campers become part of 
a thriving community, develop self-confidence, and make lifelong friends. Want to find out more about the Jewish camp experience, and what 
you and your camper can expect? Visit www.jewishcamp.org.

•	 Not based on financial need
•	 Space is limited!
•	 Campers must be between the ages of 8 and 16.
•	 Camper must attend a public or non-Jewish private school. Day School students are not eligible.
•	 Only first-time campers are eligible; first time is defined as having never been to a Jewish overnight 

camp for 19 days or more.
•	 $1,000 grant is for first-time campers only.
•	 Camper must be a permanent resident of New York City, Long Island, or Westchester.
•	 Campter must attend a camp listed on the FJC website, www.jewishcamp.org.
•	 Applications will be submitted online at www.onehappycamper.org.       

 For more information, please contact Jaclyn Trustman in the temple office today!

Teamwork is what the children learn in school, and the construction 
workers gives them a chance to watch others doing this every day. It 
is just fantastic!

Speaking of teamwork, our phenomenal staff works together to make 
this school a wonderful environment for the children to be in.
The custodial staff also works so hard to make sure the classrooms are 
ready for the children.

Working together and cooperatively produces an atmosphere of excel-
lence. This is what makes Beginning Years a great program for children
 
Janet Goldstein
Early Childhood Director
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TEMPLE BETH EL CAMPERSHIP PROGRAM: GET MONEY FOR JEWISH CAMP THIS SUMMER

CAMP SHABBAT AT TBE!
FRIDAY, JANUARY 7

Join us for a night filled with song and hear what our Eisner/Crane Lake kids 
have to say about what camp means to them.

Camp presentation given by Eisner director, Louis Bordman, during dinner, 
followed by a special Shabbat service and oneg following.

 
5:30 pm Kabbal-tot Shabbat Service 

6:15 pm Family Shabbat Dinner 
7:15 pm Family “Camp Shabbat” Worship Service

w/2nd & 3rd Grade Participation 
Dinner - $10 per person

RSVP to Karen at kbulzachelli@bethelnw.org or via our website
 

For more information contact Heidi Auerbacher at 769-1156
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Join Lisa David, Associate Director of Camping and
Lawrence Jacobs (Jake) NFTY Travel Programs

for an information session on

Special Needs Camp opportunities offered by the URJ

Wednesday, January 5 at  6 pm
Congregation Kol Ami, 252 Soundview Ave.  White Plains, NY

 
RSVP Susan Wiener  sdwiener@gmail.com

The Mitzvah Corps Tzofim Program at Kutz offers a unique Jewish 
summer-camping experience for teens diagnosed with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD).The Mitzvah Corps Program operates within Kutz: 
NFTY’s Campus for Reform Jewish Teens, a Reform Jewish teen leader-
ship program for high school students who are active within NFTY (North 
American Federation of Temple Youth) and their home communities. The 
program’s mission is to honor the unique characteristics of every camper 
and provide access to Jewish camping by creating individualized accom-
modations and modifications that allows each camper to succeed. The 
unique feature of the “camp within a camp” model is that motivated high 
school students serve as peer-mentors, which allow campers to participate 
fully in the Jewish camp experience in a safe and nurturing environment 
that fosters positive self-esteem and social skill development. Due to the 
individualized nature of the program, Mitzvah Corps is able to provide a 
safe, fun and appropriate camp environment for teens at virtually all levels 
of functioning on the Autistic Spectrum.

For more information please e-mail: kutzmc@urj.org. 
Please include all contact information and the best time to reach you.

Camp Chazak Program at the
URJ Eisner/Crane Lake Camps

In partnership with Top Bunk Counseling, we are offering a week long Reform Jewish 
camping experience for campers with communication and social delays. Camp Chazak 
is designed to be both a Jewish recreational camp program and a therapeutic camp. The 
therapeutic program, designed by clinical psychologist Dr. Daniel Sorkin, is seeped in 
evidence-based clinical research involving use of camping, informal Jewish education, 
and group therapy to foster change and improve quality of life. Counselors are either 
trained professionals at the doctoral or masters level or currently in training.  Chazak 
campers are URJ Eisner and Crane Lake campers. They will be given the URJ camp ex-
perience, only with specialized resources that will enable them to be successful. The rec-
reational program is embedded with the Eisner/Crane Lake traditions, values, prayer, 
Jewish education, songs, language, activities, programming, food, and more. 

Sunday,  August 21 –  Sunday, August 28   For more information conact  URJ  Eisner 
& Crane Lake Camp office 201-722-0400

AN ISRAEL

EXPERIENCE

FOR TEENS WITH

SPECIAL NEEDS
A 21-day full Israel travel program for teens ages 16 – 19+ with diagnosed  issues of 
attention that may include ADD/ADHD, Asperger’s Syndrome, awkward social skills, 
verbal or non-verbal learning disabilities and or mild social or emotional concerns will 
be offered for summer 2011 by NFTY in Israel through the services of Summit Camp 
& Travel. The special Israel travel program will integrate spiritual, adventure and learn-
ing experiences for this community of young people seeking a Reform Jewish Israel 
Experience. The intake, staffing, program and logistical arrangements will be managed 
by Summit Camp & Travel (known for its expertise in this area for over forty years) 
together with NFTY in Israel.

The planned departure is in mid-July.

Please view the program details and Summit Camp background at www.summitcamp.
com for further information, application forms and admissions requirements. 
                  

Sports Competitions * Arts Specialties

An unparalleled social, recreational and Jewish learning experience for 
Jewish teens! Ages 14-17 years old (as of July 31, 2011)

In the summer of 2011, the JCC Maccabi Games® and JCC Maccabi Arts-
Fest® will take place in Israel for the first time! Hosted by Games partner 
Maccabi World Union, this landmark 12-day experience will include: five 
days of competition in team and individual sports, a Day of Caring and 
Sharing project, a weekend home hospitality experience, and five days of 
touring the Jewish homeland. Maccabi Games: Steve Weisbrot at (914) 
472-3300 x 362. ArtsFest: Lisa Feinman at (914) 366-7898.



Far underground, the roots of trees 
are beginning to suck at earth’s re-
plenished breasts. Their branches are 
beginning to grope toward the gather-
ing light. There is barely any change 
to see; there is barely any change to 
hear. However, the turn of the year 
has come. The still and quiet months 
are over; the seed is quickening, life 
is reasserting itself. In this hushed 
moment, we celebrate the new year 
of the trees; and the reawakening of 
the Tree of Life. (Arthur Waskow, 
Seasons of Our Joy, p.105) 

This month, as we are in the depths of winter, we like the 
trees already begin to prepare for the warmer months.  On Friday, 
January 7 during our family Shabbat dinner, 6:15-7:15 pm. Louis 
Bordman, senior director of URJ’s northeast regional camps – Camp 
Eisner and Crane Lake,  will be on hand to talk to interested fami-
lies about our camps.  Later that evening at our 7:15 pm family Erev 
Shabbat service, students who attended our URJ camps will partici-
pate in the service and two of them will share their experiences of at-
tending our regional camps.  (Our second and third graders will also 
be participating in the service.)  It shall be a wonderful service with 
camp Shabbat music.  Everyone is encouraged to attend, especially all 
alumni of URJ camps.  Wearing of all white is optional.  

This month we have the pleasure of celebrating my favorite holiday, 
Tu B’Shevat, the birthday of the trees.  Tu B’Shevat, also known as 
Chamishah Asar B’shevat (the fifteenth day of the month of Shevat) 
has a long and varied background in Judaism. Jewish literature of 
the first several centuries of the Common Era informs us that Tu 
B’Shevat was the New Year for trees. It was the date on which trees in 
Israel were determined to be mature enough for their fruit to be har-
vested. This date was also the New Year for the annual tithe (ma’aser 
in Hebrew), which refers to one-tenth of one’s produce set aside as a 
religious offering. 

Tu B’Shevat is considered a minor festival without many prescribed 
observances. In the Ashkenazi communities in Europe, it was cus-
tomary to eat fifteen different kinds of fruit on the fifteenth of Shevat, 
and special preference was given to the kinds of fruit grown in the 
Land of Israel. 

The Sephardi Jews gave the New Year of Trees a greater significance. 
By the Sixteenth Century, the custom of eating fruit and reciting 
Psalms on Tu B’Shevat had been expanded by the mystics, and it 
became a central celebration of the kabbalists of Safed in Northern 
Israel. For the kabbalists, trees were a symbol of human beings, as 
Scripture says, “For a human is like the tree of the field” (Deut.20:19). 
The kabbalists created a Tu B’Shevat seder, loosely modeled after the 
Passover seder.

     

During Tu B’Shevat, we focus our attention towards environment and 
environmental issues. Explaining the intricate connection between 
Judaism and the environment, Arthur Waskow, founder and director 
of the Shalom Center, states that, “perhaps the most profound Jew-
ish statement about the relationship between human beings and the 
earth is bound up in two words of Hebrew—Adam and Adamah. The 
first means “human being”; the second, “earth.” The two words are 
connected to teach us that human beings and the earth are inter-
twined” (Waskow, Torah of the Earth, p.vii). Neither the earth nor hu-
man beings run independent of each other; both are directly linked 
and have drastic and lasting effects on one another. Linking these 
ideas and tikkun olam, during this festival we consider our obliga-
tion to care for God’s world, of which we are the custodians, and our 
responsibility for sharing the fruits of God’s earth with all. 
On Sunday, January 23 at 11:15 am we invite everyone to join us for 
a special Tu B’Shevat brunch.  The cost will be $10.00 per person and 
will include a brunch with traditional Tu B’Shevat foods and a pres-
entation by Jewish Book Council author Louisa Shafia.  Ms. Shafia 
is the founder of Lucid Food, an eco-friendly fine catering company 
based in New York City and the author of the book Lucid Food. A 
graduate of the Natural Gourmet Institute, she has worked at Millen-
nium Restaurant and Roxanne’s in the San Francisco Bay Area, and at 
Aquavit and Pure Food and Wine in New York.  www.randomhouse.
com/author/results.pperl?authorid=105104&view=full_sptlght” 

With organic and seasonal cooking principles becoming ingrained 
in today’s kitchens, and new buzzwords including locavore and CSA 
steadily gaining traction, how do we integrate food politics into daily 
life in ways that are convenient, affordable, and delicious? Lucid Food 
offers more than eighty-five healthy, eco-oriented recipes based on 
conscientious yet practical environmental ideals. Sustainable chef 
and caterer Louisa Shafia demystifies contemporary food issues 
for the home cook and presents simple, seasonal dishes that follow 
nature’s cycles, such as Baby Artichokes with Fresh Chervil, Apricot 
Shortcake with Lavender Whipped Cream, and Roasted Tomato and 
Goat Cheese Soup. Her empowering advice includes how to source 
animal products ethically and responsibly, support local food grow-
ers, and reduce one’s carbon footprint through urban gardening, pre-
serving, composting, and more. It is my hope that this will be the first 
in a series of discussions on Jewish food ethics for our congregation.

This month we also welcome the Spring Semester of school.  Kinder-
garten through seventh grade begins their spring semester on Janu-
ary 18.  Our eighth through twelfth grade begin their spring semester 
on January 31.  Progress reports for kindergarten through seventh 
grade will be sent out by January 31.  

May our study of Judaism warm our hearts to one another and to 
come together to repair the world. 

L’Shalom,
Susan Cosden 
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Susan Cosden Director of Education
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

2

Winter Recess - No 
Religious & Nurs-
ery School 

3  

Religious & Nurs-
ery School Reopen 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

6:15 PM RS 8th-
12th Grades 

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

4   

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades 

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal 

5  

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

7:00 PM Introduc-
tion to Judaism 
Class (off-site) 

6   

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

6:30 PM College 
Student Reunion 
Dinner 

8:00 PM Tikkun 
Olam Council  Mtg

8:00 PM Religious 
School Committee 
Meeting 

7   

5:30 PM Kabbal-tot 
Shabbat Service 

6:15 PM Family 
Shabbat Dinner 

7:15 PM Family 
“Camp Shabbat” 
Worship Service w/ 
2nd & 3rd Grade 
Participation 

1

9:15 AM Torah Study                          

8   

9:00 AM Simchat 
Shabbat 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Bar Mitzvah 

9

9:00 AM RS Grades 
K-4th 

9:15 AM Adult 
B’nei Mitzvah Class

10

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

5:30 PM BESTY 
Board Meeting 

6:15 PM RS 8th-
12th Grades 

6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

7:00 PM House 
Committee Meeting 

8:00 PM Finance 
Committee Meeting 

11   

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades 

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal 

12  

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

7:00 PM Introduc-
tion to Judaism 
Class (off-site) 

7:15 PM RS Parent 
Meeting Re: 9th & 
10th Grade Retreat 

13  

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

6:00 PM B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 6 Session 1 

8:00 PM Wor-
ship Committee 
Meeting 

14   

BESTY Ski Trip 
to Windham 
Mountain, January 
14 - 16

4:00 PM BESTY 
Annual Ski Trip 

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Shirah Worship 
Service-Rev Dr. 
Martin Luther King 
Jr. Observance w/
Rev. Briggs & Peri 
Smilow 

15   

BESTY Ski Trip 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Bar Mitzvah 

16

BESTY Ski Trip 

MLK Weekend - 
School Closed 

4:00 PM Com-
munity Worship 
Service w/ Rev. Dr. 
William Weisenbach 
(Offsite)

17

Martin Luther King 
Birthday - School 
Closed 

8:00 AM Educa-
tional Seminar 
- School Age to 
Adult (Offsite) 

18

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades 

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal 

7:30 PM Knitzvah 
Corps Meeting 
(Offsite) 

19

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

7:00 PM Introduc-
tion to Judaism 
Class (off-site) 

20   

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

8:00 PM Executive 
Committee Meet-
ing 

21  

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with Dr. Joel Hoff-
man 

22 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

5:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah 

23

9:00 AM RS Grades 
K - 4 

9:15 AM Adult 
B’nei Mitzvah Class 

11:15 AM Brunch 
with Jewish Book 
Council author 
Louisa Shafia 

3:00 PM MT Nest-
ers - Game Day 
(Offsite)

24   

RS 7th -12th 
Grades No Class 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

6:00 PM Teacher 
Training

25

4:00 PM RS 3rd & 
4th Grades 

6:00 PM Junior 
Choir Rehearsal 

26 

3:45 PM RS 7th 
Grade 

7:00 PM Differing 
Perspective on US/
Israel Relationship 
w/Elliott Mendes, 
Deputy Director, 
AIPAC 

7:00 PM Introduc-
tion to Judaism 
Class (off-site)

27 

3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades 

6:00 PM B’nei 
Mitzvah Chavurah 
- Group 4 Session 2 

28

RAC Trip for 10th 
Grade 

8:00 PM Shabbat 
Worship Service

29

RAC Trip for 10th 
Grade 

9:15 AM Torah 
Study 

10:30 AM Shabbat 
Worship Service 
with B’nei Mitzvah

30

RAC Trip for 10th 
Grade 

9:00 AM RS Grades 
K - 4 

9:15 AM Adult 
B’nei Mitzvah Class

31 
RAC Trip for 10th 
Grade 
3:45 PM RS 5th & 
6th Grades
6:15 PM RS 8th, 
9th, 11th & 12th 
Grades
6:15 PM RS 7th 
Grade 
8:00 PM TBE 
Board of Trustee 
Meeting
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Special Tu B’Shevat and
Jewish Book Council Author Brunch
Sunday, January 23, 11:15 am – 1:00 pm
Temple Beth El’s Social Hall and Kitchen ($10.00 pp)

With organic and seasonal cooking principles becoming ingrained 
in today’s kitchens, and new buzzwords including locavore and CSA steadily 
gaining traction, how do we integrate food politics into daily life in ways that are 
convenient, affordable, and delicious? Join us to learn how and learn how this ties 
in with Judaism and the Jewish holiday of Tu B’Shevat, the new year of the trees.  

Brunch will include traditional Tu B’Shevat foods 
and a presentation by Jewish Book Council Au-
thor Louisa Shafia.  Ms. Shafia is the founder of 
Lucid Food, an eco-friendly fine catering company 
based in New York City and the author of the book 
Lucid Food. A graduate of the Natural Gourmet 
Institute, she has worked at Millennium Res-
taurant and Roxanne’s in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, and at Aquavit and Pure Food and Wine in 
New York.  www.randomhouse.com/author/results.
pperl?authorid=105104&view=full_sptlght” 

Tu B’Shevat
Thursday, January 20th
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More Activities & Events

Religious School Calendar - January 2011
School Resumes Monday, January 3

Friday, January 7 2nd and 3rd Grades participate in the Erev Shabbat Family Service
Wednesday, January 12 meeting for 9th and 10th Grade parents
Sunday, January 16-Monday, January 17  no school – Martin Luther King Jr Weekend
Monday, January 24 no school for 7th to 12th Grades
Friday, January 28-Monday, January 31 Confirmation RAC trip
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College Reunion Dinner
Thursday, January 6 at 6:30 pm

Join us for a fun and delicious dinner
at the temple with our clergy!

Dine with old friends and new ones
at our annual reunion dinner
for returning college students.

Please RSVP by Tuesday, January 4 to
kbulzacchelli@bethelnw.org.

Join Temple Beth El’s 
NEXT TRIP TO ISRAEL

February 17 - 27, 2011!

A few spots are still available!

If you would like to join the congregation
on the trip, please contact Rabbi Davidson.

MT NESTERS GAME DAY
Sunday, January 23 at 3:00 pm 

Scrabble, rummy cube, monopoly, chess, checkers
and any other whacky game you can think of!

Do you remember last year’s program?  
The game day that we had in January to fight the winter blahs?

 
We’re planning another one! It was a surprisingly fun afternoon last year.
No reason why this year should not be - so we invite you to give it a try.

We’ll finish with a spaghetti early supper. 
Please bring potluck salads, garlic bread and desserts (fruit or something sweet).

RSVP via e-mail Helen, jennyjump@optonline.net, or call 914-238-3996



Our Condolences
The congregation extends its deepest condolences to: 

Scott Irgang
 on the death of his father, Alan Irgang, on November 23

Marsha Veit
on the death of her mother, Irma Robbins on November 26

For everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under heaven.
- Ecclesiastes 3:1 -

Kaya Adler
Max Auerbacher
Samuel Auerbacher
Jamie Baum
David Berman
Joseph Blank
Andrew Brodsky
Hudson Burrows
Jordan Burrows
Joshua Buxbaum
Leah Byck
Dean Cohen
Jacob Cooper
Alexis Friedman
Max Friedman
Jacob Glassman

Spencer Lowitz
Rebecca Marano
Amanda Michael
Luke Mozarsky
Jack Munowitz
Ryan Murray
Adam Nack
Abigail Nankof
Brian Newborn
Grant Panzer
Madison Panzer
Jacob Perlmutter
Noah Reich
Zachary Resnick
Rachel Sandor
Max Satow

Zachary Goldenberg
Daniel Goodstadt
Katie Goodstadt
Isabel Greenberg
Avery Grossman
Sydney Hamroff
Cameron Herzfeld
Sofia Jacobson
Daniel Katz
Jordan Klein
Dylan Lasky
Jonathan Layton
Daniel Lazarus
Zoe Lazarus
Spencer Lennon
Jonathan Leventhal

Bradley Schoenfeld
Jeremy Shriber
Mitchell Silver
Arielle Smith
Jamie Solomon
Dana Sorkin
Matthew Sorkin
Jessica Stern
Jacob Sussman
Madeleine Tipp
Nir Tomer
Alexander Weissman
Zachary Wolk
Jake Woloshin

Thank You
Our special thanks to those who are

sponsoring Onegs this month:
Lawrence & Lynn Abrams

Ellen & Gary Byck
Jackie & Evan Glassman
Aviva & Gary Lazarus

Lisa Jacobson & Richard Lubarsky
Andrew & Tracey Neuberger

Michael & Barbara Satow

Charlene Berman
on the birth of grandson Jacob Lloyd Kahn, 

son of  her son, Adam, and his wife, Lily

Peggy Kurland
on the birth of grandson Lucas Ryan Gallacher

Marsha and David Veit
on the marriage of their daughter, Sarah Louise Veit, to 

Mr. Daniel Peter Wallis in San Francisco, California on November 20

Congratulations
Mazal Tov

In Times of Sadness and in Times of Joy, 
Please Keep Us Informed!

It is always a pleasure to hear good news from our temple members 
and to share joys.  Often it helps to share problems or illnesses, too.  
Our Rabbis, Cantor, and Caring Community Committee want to re-
spond to the needs of our congregants.  Please let us know if you, or 
some other temple member, might be helped by a visit or telephone 
call.  Many people assume that everyone knows, but a note or call to 
the temple office, at 238-3928, will get the message to our clergy.

13

Our Joys, Our Sorrows
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January Birthdays



January 2–8

Albert Alpert
Florence Amberg
Rebecca Beckwith
Jean Bengelsdorf
Abraham Berkowitz
Ida Berman
Fritzi Bickhardt
Samuel Brodsky
Jerry Carter
Abraham Farhy
Estelle Ferentz
Gladys Sammet 
    Friedlander
Jeanne Fuld
Anna Ginness
Simon Goldman
Michael Goodman
Ted Greenbaum
Marjorie A. Greenberg
Lynette Gutner
David Halperin
Anna Herzfeld
Helen Ives
Nan Jaffe
Harry Katz
Harold Leitman
Leonard Maynard
Jay Ochser
Sadie Rocklin
Selma Rolnick
Sylvia Rosenberg
Kenneth Sack
Michael Schacter
Jacob Silverman
Robert Sturzer
Bernard Waring
Rebecca Weiner
Martin Weiss

January 9–15

Bertha Abramson
Harry Andler

Arthur Axelrod
Isidore Bengelsdorf
Sam Berkowitz
Esther Buchman
Maurice Cossman
Theodore Deconne
Simon Ellenbogen
Sadye Friedman
Loretta Geller
Joseph Ginsburg
Adele Greene
George Greenfield
Joseph Greenholz
Mildred Greenholz
Rhea Greenwood
Ralph K. Guinzburg
Sarah Herscowitz
Susan Karel
Arthur Klein
Leon Koren
Rachel Leiwant
Edith Lewis
Harry Lichtenstein
Rebecca Perloff Jaffe
Lucy Resnick-Derechin
Lawrence Rose
Claire Rubin
David Sack
Rose Sandler
Ronald  Schnitzer
Lewis Solomon
Sharon Topel
Malcolm Zeller
Eugene Zinberg

January 16 –22

Lawrence Abrams
Mildred Balbes
Ruth Baum
David Bengelsdorf
Schaye Bilgrei
Yisrael and Cha
   Bilgrei
Norman Budoff

Mischa Chernofsky
David Colin
Richard Falk
Menkes Feuer
Hilda Friedlander
Sadie Fuchs
Leo Gellis
Sylvia Goldberg
Lois Gordon
Eli Greenstein
Meyer Gulkis
Jack Hymson
Charna Kaplan
Rose Kravet
Lester Lavyne
Herman Leifer
William Leiwant
Eva Levine
Samuel Levitt
Joel Levy
Abraham Merritt
Constance Michaels
Albert Miller
Stanford Mirkin
Harry A. Nadel
Pearl Orsen
Mickey Paul
Charles Pintchman
Malcolm Tipp
Alexander Treitelman
Joan Weiner
Esther Wishny

January 23-29

Al Altman
Celia Baum
Hannah Berman
Alex Blackman
Irving Corman
Sophie Davis
Eleanore Eisenberg
Selina Freedman
Abraham  Goldfarb
Pincus Goldreich

David H. Goldstein
Joseph Gordon
Mark H. Grossbard
Harry Gutman
Harry Hazen
Philip B. Kimmel
Mandel J. Kramer
Edward Jerome Kraus
Irwin Lefkowitz
Shirley Levine
Arthur Mintz
Roslyn Mintz
Gail Neuberger
Hyman Rifkin
Florence Singer
Regina Stangel
Herbert Star
Samuel Solomon Stickman
Gilbert Stutz
Darwin R. Sussberg
Gerson Topel
Onesta Zaccherotti 

January 30–31

Eva Boyarsky
Ida Falkenheim
Rose Katzman
Michael Klein
Lisa Kravet
Benjamin Levy
Zelma Lipshutz
Maxwell Passerman
Sam Press
Michael Tipp
Seymour Wagner
Sylvia Weisberg

Yahrzeit - a year’s time - is the anniversary of the death of a dear one.  In the temple, it is symbolized by reading the names of the loved 
ones and the recitation of the Kaddish.  Our temple office will remind you of Yahrzeit, following the Jewish or the solar calendar, as you 
prefer.  As so often in Jewish life, we mark a Yahrzeit by giving tzedakah in the name of our beloved.

At home, a twenty-four-hour light is kindled on the eve of Yahrzeit.  The family may gather at dusk, and say:

At this moment, in memory of our beloved, we join hands in love and remembrance.  A link has been broken in the chain that has 
bound us together, yet strong bonds of home and love hold us each together.  We give thanks for the blessing of life, of companion-
ship, and of memory.  We are grateful for the strength and faith that sustained us in the hour of our bereavement.  Though sorrow 
lingers, we have learned that love is stronger than death.  Though our loved one is behind our sight, we do not despair, for we sense 
our beloved in our hearts as a living presence.
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January Yahrzeits
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Temple Beth El Senior Temple Youth 
Group Ski Trip 

January 14 ‐16, 2011 

Windham Mountain, Windham New York 
We will leave at 6:30 pm on Friday and return at approximately 7:00pm  
on Sunday. Departure and return are at the Temple Beth El Parking Lot 

The ski trip provides 3 fun filled days and 2 comfortable nights, and is a 
great way to meet fellow youth groupers, and ski with friends.  Beginners 
through experts are invited. Equipment rental and lessons are available upon 
request. 

 

Cost:   $325 for BESTY Members / $350 for Temple Beth El Members / 
  $375 for Non‐Temple Beth El Members (Bring your friends!) 

Includes: 2 full days of skiing, 2 hours of snow‐tubing on Saturday night, 
roundtrip transportation by bus, 2 nights hotel accommodations at the 
Best Western New Baltimore, and breakfast each morning.  

To register, please pick up a form at the Temple office, or speak with  
Michael Bernstein, Jesse Paikin, or Rabbi Mitelman 

To secure your spot, registration and payment are due by Wednesday January 5  
After that date, acceptance is dependent upon availability of spaces 

You are  invited to the annual 

For Additional Information, 
please contact: 

Michael Bernstein, BESTY President 
baseballchamp40@optonline.net 

Jesse Paikin, BESTY Advisor 
jessepaikin@gmail.com 

Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman  
GMITELMAN@bethelnw.org  
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Betty & Jack Bader Adult Education Fund      
  Maurice Salthand & Hilary Hotchkiss in honor of Dr. Barry
      Meisel
  Todd & Karen Kipnes in honor of Colby Kipnes’ baby naming
                 
Cantor’s Discretionary Fund      
  Sandra & Perry Levine in memory of Mildred Frisch
  Sandra & Perry Levine in memory of Carl Flichtenfeld
  Maxine Olson Maynard in memory of Leonard Maynard, 
     in grateful appreciation
  Wendy & Lawrence Wolf in honor of the wedding of Abby Wolf 
      and Marc Menachem
                 
Caring Community Fund      
  Nancy & Allan Rothman in memory of Joel Eisenberg
                 
Chai Funds      
  Dovia Lerrick in memory of Phillip Ginness
                 
Dave & Bunny Center Family Mitzvah Endowment Fund      
  Charlene Berman in memory of Irma Robbins
                 
Flower Fund      
  Anita & Stuart Beeber in memory of Clara Beeber Galowit
  Anita & Stuart Beeber in memory of Claire Nieburg Katcher
  Anita & Stuart Beeber in memory of Abraham Jack Katcher
  Dorothy & Robert Kreissman in memory of Albert Socolow
  Bob Ross in memory of Mary Ross
  Barry & Sue Slansky in memory of Beatrice Barnes
  Dianne & Richard Spitalny in memory of Jerry Press
                 
Gregory Altman Music & Arts Fund      
  Irene Auerbacher in honor of Keith Robellard
  Adele & Joseph Browdy in memory of Sam Browdy
  Phyllis Kirshner in honor of Keith Robellard
  Maxine Olson Maynard in honor of Jerry and Valerie Hale
  Barry & Gloria Meisel in honor of Keith Robellard
  Gene & Tobi Nadel in honor of Keith Robellard
  Craig & Sue Ornstein in honor of Keith Robellard’s 20 Years
  Maria Fisher & William Pollak in honor of Keith Robellard’s 
     20th Anniversary at Temple Beth El
  David Rolle in honor of Gennifer Kelly
  Joan Saslow in honor of Keith Robellard’s 20th Year
  Mark & Wendy Zuckerman in honor of Keith Robellard
     for 20 years of magic at the temple
                 
Israel Action Special Fund      
  Shirley Kesselman in memory of Robert W. Cohen
                 
Memorial Plaque Fund      
  Lawrence & Bonnie Kivel in memory of Shirley Finger
                 
Religious School and Family Education Fund      
  Phyllis & Steven Biren in honor of Spencer Weinstein’s 
     bar mitzvah
  Maxine Olson Maynard in honor of Jerry and Valerie Hale
                 
Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund      
  Donna & Dodd Farber in memory of Florence Gelber
  Grace, Henry, Blake, Jen & David Gefsky in memory of 
     Ina Routman

  Joseph Hazen in memory of Irene Hazen
  Barbara & John Heffer in memory of Jerome Heffer
  David & Leslie Hinderstein in honor of Madeline’s bat mitzvah
  Ira Hyams in memory of Theodore Hyams
  Bob & Joyce Jonap in memory of Robert Jonap
  Gloria & Dick Raskin in memory of Sally Ehrlich
                 
Tributes      
  Lois Rosenthal in memory of Jeremy Rosenthal
                 
Youth Program Fund      
  Joan & Dyke Kolbert in memory of Max Kolbert

16

 TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN         JANUARY 2011         WWW.BETHELNW.ORG

Recent Gifts

Thanks  to the generosity of Temple Beth El’s Sisterhood our 
sanctuary is equipped with an infrared sound system which will 
enable those with difficulty hearing to have personal amplification 
through the use of an individual receiver.  You do not need a hear-
ing aid for these units to be of assistance.  The units are available at 
the entrance to the sanctuary fifteen minutes before services begin.

Join us on Rabbi Mitelman’s website as we explore 
contemporary questions  through a Jewish lens, 
bringing 3000 years of wisdom to shed light on the 
topics of today.

How do we balance privacy and transparency? 
Why was Bernie Madoff able to rationalize stealing 
millions of dollars?
Can science now answer ethical questions, and if so, 
where does Judaism fit in?

www.reachingacrosstime.com



TEMPLE BETH EL OF
NORTHERN WESTCHESTER

220 South Bedford Road • Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.bethelnw.org  temple@bethelnw.org
Telephone: 914-238-3928 Religious School: 914-238-5641
Fax: 914-238-4030  Nursery School: 914-238-5735

Senior Rabbi - Joshua M. Davidson
rabbistudy@bethelnw.org

Associate Rabbi - Geoffrey A. Mitelman
gmitelman@bethelnw.org

Cantor - Dana Anesi
danesi@bethelnw.org

Assistant Cantor - Ellen Dreskin
edreskin@bethelnw.org

Executive Director - Gennifer Kelly
executivedirector@bethelnw.org

Director of Education - Susan Cosden
scosden@bethelnw.org

Early Childhood Director - Janet Goldstein
jgoldstein@bethelnw.org

WE ARE AN INCLUSIVE CONGREGATION
Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester welcomes all who wish 
to participate in Jewish life – singles, couples and families in all 
their forms, gays, lesbians, interfaith couples – all people regard-
less of age, sexual orientation, or financial means. In the words of 
Rabbi Davidson: “The synagogue is a kehilah kedoshah – a sacred 
community. It’s like a sukkah. A sukkah is constructed of many 
different branches woven together. So is the synagogue: the young 
and the old, the rich and the poor, the married and the unmarried, 
single parents, grandparents, gays and heterosexuals, non-Jew-
ish spouses. The broader the sukkah’s reach, the more tightly its 
branches are woven, the stronger it stands. So too the synagogue: 
the greater the variety of people welcomed within it, the closer 
they feel to one another, the stronger the temple stands.”

TEMPLE BETH EL BULLETIN

Published monthly, September through June, by the congregants

of Temple Beth El of Northern Westchester

Proof Editor: Mel Wolfson 914-238-4694
Advertising: Hedy Simpson, HGSimpson@aolcom

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS
211 Life Cycle Emergency
223 Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson (917- 439 - 6757)
212 Rabbi Geoffrey A. Mitelman (646 - 853 - 4421)
213 Cantor Dana Anesi (914 - 420 - 7430)
208 Assistant Cantor Ellen Dreskin
221 Gennifer Kelly, Executive Director
222 Rose Hill, Executive Assistant
223 Jaclyn Trustman, Secretary to Rabbi Davidson
224 Karen Bulzachelli, Office Assistant
224 Galia Silverberg, Communications
225 Ann Testone, Bookkeeper
231 Susan Cosden, Director of Education
232 Deborah Ross, Admin. Asst. Religious School
241 Janet Goldstein, Early Childhood Director
203 Sherry Topel, Admin. Asst. Nursery School
278 Gary Xifo, Building Manager

Cemetery information: 238-3928

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT: Bill Pollak
AFFILIATED ORGANIZATIONS

Brotherhood President - Richard Goldsmith
MT Nesters - Helen Sauerhaft

Sisterhood - Gail Schreier
Youth Group President - Michael Bernstein

PAST PRESIDENTS-HONORARY
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Steve Adler - Stanley Amberg - Charlene Berman
Ernest M. Grunebaum - May Rolle - Barry Meisel  - Melvin Ehrlich 

Gloria Meisel - David Ruzow

Submissions should be e-mailed to bulletin@bethelnw.org. Deadlines are the fifth of the month prior for publication the following month.

TRUSTEES
Term Expires 2011       Term Expires 2012            Term Expires 2013
Richard Albert       Heidi Auerbacher Matt Cantor
Dina Katz       Donna Held  Lisa Davis
Michele         Janet Levy  Stacey Divack
Kirschenbaum       Rhonda Regan Steve Kane
Robert Medway       Karla Shepard  Robert Klein
Amy Robin       Rubinger  Karen Silver
Leslie Hinderstein      Forrest Sussman

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OFFICERS
                 Harry Cohen                    President

David Abrams  Ex. Vice President
Henry Garrett  Vice President
Lisa Hamroff  Vice President
Susan Pecker  Vice President
David Rolle  Vice President
Morgan Rutman Vice President
Jill Schachter-Levy  Treasurer  
Doug Zucker  Assistant Treasurer
Ellen Wlody  Secretary
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TEMPLE BETH EL OF NORTHERN WESTCHESTER
220 South Bedford Road
Chappaqua, NY 10514

OR Current Resident
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For centuries, translations of the Bible have obscured our understanding 
and appreciation of the original text. And God Said provides readers 
with an authoratitve account of significant mistranslations and shows 
how new translation methods can give readers their first glimpse into 
what the Bible really means.

And God Said uncovers the often inaccurate or misleading English 
translations of the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament that quotes 
from it. Sometimes the familiar English is just misleading. Other times, 
the mistakes are more substantial. But the errors are widespread. The 
book tackles such issues as what’s wrong with the Ten Commandments 
(starting with the word “commandments”), the correct description of 
the “virgin” birth, and the surprisingly modern message in the Song 
of Solomon, as well as many other unexpected and thought-provoking 
revelations.

Acclaimed translator Dr. Joel M. Hoffman sheds light on the original 
intention of the text and the newly developed means that readers can 
use to get closer to it. In And God Said, his fresh approach has united 
the topics of religion, language, and linguistics to offer the first modern 
understanding of the Bible since it was written.

Shabbat Worship Service
with Dr. Joel M. Hoffman
Friday, January 21 at 8:00 pm

“And God Said: How Translations Conceal
the Bible’s Original Meaning”
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