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the hairless part of his ncck with the skins of the kids. 17] Then she put in the hands of her son
Jacob the dish and the bread that she had preparcd

18] He went to his father and said, * ‘Father."” And ‘he said, “Yes, which of my sons are

you?” 19T Jacob said to his father, 1 am Esau, your hrst—born, 1 have done as you told me.

ray sit up and eat of my game, that you may give me your innermost blcssmg 20] Isaac
said to his son, “How dld you succeed so. quickly, my son?”’ And he said, “Because the LorD
your God granted me good fortune.” 21] Isaac said to jacob ‘Come closer that I may feel
you, my son—whether you are really my son Esau or not.””  22] So Jacob drew close to his
father Isaac, who felt hitn' and wondered, ““The voice is the voice of r}ﬁmb yet the hands are the
hands of Esau.” 23] He did not recognize him, because his hands 'were hairy like those of his
brother Esau; and so he blessed him.

24] He asked, “Are you really my son Esau?” And when he said, “T am,” 25] he said,

““Serve me and let me eat of my son’s game ‘that I may give you my innermost blessing.” So he
served’him and he ate, and he brought him wme and he drank. 26] Then his father Isaac said
to him, “Come close and kiss me, my son”; 27] and he went up and kissed him. And he
smelled his clothes and he blessed him, saying, “Ah, the smell of my son is like the smell of the
fields that the LoRD has blessed. 28] May God give you / Of the dew of heaven and the fat of
the earth, / Abundancé of new grain and wine. / 29} Let ‘peoples serve you, / And nations
bow to you; / Be master over your brothers, / And let your mother's sons bow to you. / Cursed
be they who curse you, / Blessed they who bless you.”

30] No sooner had Tacob left the presence of his father Isaac—after Isaac had finished
blessing Jacob—than his brother Esau c¢ame back from his hunt,  31] He too prepared a dish
and brought it t6 his father, And hc said to hxs father, “Let my father sit up and eat of his son’s
game, so that you may give me your innérmost blessing.””  32] His father Isaac said to him,

29] Bow to you. The younger one. This had been predicred by the birth oracle (Gen. 25:23).
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Jacob seemed to gain strength and power from his dar-
ing act of trickery. At the moment when he put on Esau’s
clothes and the animal skins that his mother provided for

®

him, he was not merely dressing himself up as his brother.

He was demonstrating that he really possessed the quali-

ties that were so evident in Esau,
At first when my mother placed the animal skins on my arms
and neck, and I put on Esau’s clothes, I felt very strange.
Nothing seemed to fit. The skins kept sliding off my arms,
and 1 kept scratching my neck. I kept thinking that it just
wasn’t right to disguise myself as my brother. And besides,
father would surely be able to tell the difference between the
costume I was wearing and my brother’s true nature. And he
would curse me, not bless me.

But soon 1 began to feel more comfortable. It was almost
as if the clothes and the skins were meant for me. A strange
sensation overcame me—it was as if a part of me that had
been there, dormant all along, had now emerged. 1 felt as if
a side of me had awakened at that moment. So when I car-
ried the food mother had prepared into my father’s tent, and
he responded by asking, “Who are you, my son?” it seemed
almost natural for me to say, without thinking, “I am Esau,
your firstborn.” At that moment, 1 truly felt like my brother.
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dream: And this time, the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”
10] And when he told it to his father and brothers, his father berated him. “What,” he said to
him, “is this dream you have dreamed? Are we to come, I and your mother and your brothers,
and bow low to you to the ground?” 11} So his brothers were wrought up at him, and hus
‘father kept the matter in mind.

?2] Onme time, when his brothers had gone to pasture their father’s flock at Shechem,
137 Israel said to Joseph, *Your brothers are pasturing at Shechem. Come, I will send you to

thern " He answered, "1 am teady. . 14] And he said to him, “Go and see how your brothers
are and how the flocks are faring, and bring me back word.” So he sent him from the valley of
Hebrongl

\Whef he reached Shechem, 15] a man came upon him wandering in’the fields.- The man
asked him, “What are you looking for?” 16] He answered, “I am looking for my brothers.
Could you tell me where they are pasturing?”  17] The man said, *“They have gone from here,
for 1 heard them say: Let us go to Dothan.”” So Joseph followed his brothers and found them at
Dothan.

18] They saw him from afar, and before he came close to them they conspired to kill
him. 19} They said to one another, “Here comes that dreamer! 20] Come now, let us kill
him and throw him into one of the pits; and we can say, ‘A savage beast devoured him.” We
shall see what comes of his dreams!”  21] But when Reuben heard it, he tried to save hum
from them. He said, “Let us not take his life.”  22] And Reuben went on, “Shed no blood!
Cast him into the pit out in the wilderness, but do not touch him yourselves”—intending to

11] Kept the matter in mind. Because he believed
that as a dream it revealed the future.

land and return 1o Capaan after joo years [2].
15] A man. His namelessness suggests a compari-

14] From the valley of Hebron. Joseph will not re-
turn here, but hundreds of years later his remains
will reach Shechem once again (Josh. 24:32).

/ The Talmud connects the passage with Gen. 15:13
and following, which predict enslavement in a foreign

son with the nameless man who wrestled with
Jacob,

17] Dothan. Today’s Tell Dothan, north of She-
chem. The city, excavated in 1953-1960, dates
back to 3000 B.C.E.
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ANp ISRAEL SAID UNTO JoseErPu: Do NoT
THY BRETHREN FEED THE FLOCK, etc. (xxxv1I, 13).
R. Tanhum said in R. Berekiah's name: He [Joseph]
treated him with honour, in accordance with the reverence
due to a father from his son<

AND HE SAID TO HIM : Here am I. R. Hama
b. R. Hanina said: Our ancestor [Jacob] was ever mindful
of these words and was consumed with remorse.* ‘I knew
that thy brethren hate thee, and yet thou didst answer me:

HEeEre am 1.

! The sign of the accusative.

? On dotted letters v. supra, XLvil, 15. Here the eth, the sign of the
ace., is disregarded, as it is traditionally dotted in the Scrolls, and the
verse rendered: And they went to feed themselves on their father's
flocks—i.e. they went to revel and make merry,

* This follows from the end of the verse: dnd he said to him : Here am J—
ready to obey.~—He honoured and obeyed him, though he felt that he was
running into danger (corfimentaries).

4
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of their father Jacob revived. 28] "'Enough!” said Israel. “My son Joseph is still alive! T'must

go and:sec him before I die.”
G} So Israel sét.out with all thgt_was
sacrifices to the God.of his father-Isaac.

Jacop!"” He answered,.‘Here.” 3] And He said;

to go down to Egypt, 10T rwill make you there into 4 great nation.

his, and he came to Beer-sheba, where he offered
2] God called to Israel in a vision by night: ‘‘Jacob!

[ God, the God of your tather. Fear not
4] I-Myself will go down

with you to Egyptyand EMyself will also bring you back; and Joseph's hand shall close your

LR
eyes:

. . 5} So Jacob. set out .from Beer-sheba’ The: sons of Istael- put their father Jacob and their
children and cheir wives-in the wagons \which Pharach ‘had sent to transport them; 6] arid
they took-along their livestock and the wealth that they had amassed in'the land: of Canaan.
Thus Jacob-and all his-offspring with hiti came-to-Bgypt: * 7} he brought ‘with him to Egypt-his
sons and' grandsons, his daghters and' granddaughters—all his offspring. ‘ o

8] These are the names of the Israclites, Jacob and his descendants, who came 'to Egypt.

- Jacob!s-first=born Reuben;
con’s sons: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin,

11} Levi’s sons: Gershon,-Kohath,'and Merari. :
Zerah—but Er and.Onan had died inthe land

46:1) Hecameto Beer-sheba, Probably from Hebron.

2) Isvael. He is called Israel in his response though
he remains Jacob. The fusion of past and present
is complete [6] (see Gen. 3510 and commen-
tary. to Gen, 32:4-33:17). -

4] Bring you back. That 'i's,my.ouf“‘descen'cg-
ants. : ‘

joseﬁh's hand shall close your eyes. Jewish cradi-
tion (7] demands that-rhe eyes of the deceased
be closed, preferably, by a son. s

9] Reuben's sons: Enoch, Pallu, Hezron, dnd Carmi. 10} Sim-
Zohar, and Saul the son of a Canaanitc- woman.
+12] Judah’s sons: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and
of Canaah; and Perez’s sons were Hezron and

/Others render the biblical text figuratively: “He will
take care of you" [8]./ -
8-27] The list of descendants is probably from
another tradition; its insertion here creates some
difficulties and discrepancies; e.g., that Perez and
Benjamin are reported to have children, although
they are too -young to be fathers.

o] Enoch. The usual English rendering of 7h0.
10] Jemuel, Called Nemuel in Num. 26:12; I Chron.
4:24. ] -

Sawl, The usual English rendering of
. - '
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Tug fourth descent was (when) He descended into Egypt,
(as it is said),! “ 1 will go down with thee into Egypt™
(Gen xdvi. 4). Jacob heard concerning Joseph that he was
living, and he was thinking in his heart, saying: Can 1
forsake the land of my fathers, the land of my birth, the land
of the sojournings of my fathers,? the land where the Shekh-
inah of the Holy One, blessed be He, is in its midst, and
shall I go to an unclean land in their midst,? for there is no
fear of Heaven therein ?¢ The Holy One, blessed be He,
said to him : Jacob, do not fear; * I will go down with thee
into Egypt,® and I will also surely bring thee up again”
(tbid.).
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TO THE GOD OF HIS FATHER, ISAAC — The duty of
honouring one’s father is more imperative than that of
honouring one’s grandfather (Genesis Rabbah 94:5); therefore
the sacrifices are associated with the name of Isaac and not with
that of Abraham.

46:2
720 7YY Lapye apes: apys apys

JACOB, JACOB — The repetition of the name is a mark of
affection (Sifra, Vayikra Dibbura d'Nedavah, Chapter 1 12).

46:3
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FEAR NOT TO GO DOWN TO EGYPT — God said this to
him because he was grieved that he was compelled to leave the
Land of Israel (Pirkei DeRabbi Eliezer 39).
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1] Now Moses, tending the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian, drove the
flock into the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2] An angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a blazing fire out of a bush. He gazed, and there was a bush all aflame, yet
the bush was hot consumed. 3] Moses said, “‘1 must turn aside to look at this marvelous sight;
why doesn’t the bush burn up?” 4] When the LORD saw'that he had wrned aside to look,

God called to him out of the bush: “Moses] Moses!”” He answered, “Here [ am.” 5] And He

said. Do not come. closer. Remove your sandals from your feet, fof the place on which you
stand is holy ground. 6] I am,”’ He said, “the God of your father, the God of. Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”’ And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God.

3:1) Jethro. In 2:18 he was called Reuel.

Horeb, Usnally considered identical with Sinai.
Critical scholars distinguish berween a “Horeb”
and a "Sinai” tradition (the former assigned to E
and D, the latter to J and P), even as they distin-
guish between a “Jethro” and a “Reuel” tradition.
For instance, the names of Horeb and Sinai may
point to different mountains; one (Horeb) located
in Midian and the other {Sinai) to be found some-
where in the Sinai peninsula. Hobab-Reuel, the
Midianite priest, would fit with Horeb, while
Jethro would be part of the Sinai story. In later
ages these strands were interwoven into the text
as we now have it {3].

Mountain of God. Its exact location is not known
(see chs. 13 £.). Bither the writer anticipates the ex-
perience that Moses will have here, or the moun-
tain was already so known. (Some understand
onoan 93 as “lordly mountain.”)

7] Angel. A visible manifestation of God (see at
Gen, 18).

In a blaging fire. An anticipation of the the-

ophany at Mt. Sinai (19:18). Or, God appeared to

Moses “as a blazing fire,” a parallel to 63,
Y PR3 LR (4]

Bush. Mg (seneh) apparently related to the
Arabic sina, a thorny shrub, cassia obovata (note
also the plants called “"senna” in English).

4] Moses! Moses! Call and answer resemble the
experience of Abraham (Gen. 22:1).

5] Remove your sandals. Many explanations have
been offered for the custom of removing one’s
footwear when entering a sacred place {practiced
in various cultures, for instance, Moslem and Japa-
nese): one enters the presence of divinity as clean
as possible; one lowers his status in a gesture of
self-abnegation; one unties all knots when coming
before God. Joshua, too, when meetfng a divine
apparition, is bidden to remove his sandals, and
the priests followed this custom when entering the
Temple Mount [5].

6] Your father. Probably meant as a collective
and indicating that God will protect Moses as He
protected his ancestors, The repetition of the word
“God" conveys a sense of divine constancy.
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Edrther, because when God spoke to Moses,” the
latter was unwilling at first to desist from his work, He
therefore showed him this thing, so that he might turn
"liis face to see® and speak with Him. Hence you find at first:
AND THE ANGEL OF THE LORD APPEARED UNTO
nim; and yet Moses did not go [to see what it was].
As soon as Moses stopped his work and went to see,
straightway God called unto him (111, 4).

Y

6. AND MoSES saID: I WILL TURN ASIDE NOW,
AND SEE (111, 3). R. Johanan said, Moses took five steps®
then, as it is said: " will turn aside now, and see.’ R. Simeon
b. Lakish said: He simply turned his face to see, as it is
said: And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see.
When God saw this,} He said: This man is worthy to
tend Israel. ' ' -



