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RABBI’S NOTES
by Rabbi Michael Mishkin

In Response to Evil We Must 
Bring Light to the World

Shalom Friends,
I would like to share with you part of my sermon from 

our #ShowUpForShabbat/Shabbat of Solidarity service 
that took place the Shabbat after the horrific shooting at the 
Tree of Life Congregation in Pittsburgh. To view the whole 
sermon, please visit the TBI website (www.tibport.org).

Last week (Saturday, October 27th), during Shabbat 
morning services, an evil act of violence and hate took 
place at the Tree of Life Congregation in Pittsburgh. To 

find some words of meaning, consolation, and hope, I turn to the Torah.
Why did this evil act of terror happen last week?
Of course, we cannot explain why it happened, but I would like to share with 

you a verse from the beginning of the Torah – Genesis 1:27 – which is about God’s 
creation of humanity. The verse says, “And God created [the first person] in His im-
age; in the image of God, He created him, male and female, He created them.”
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Our Preschool Two’s class practices for the annual Thanksgiving Celebration.

IS BACK!
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First, it’s important to state that since the Torah says, human beings are created 
b’tzelem Elohim – in the Image of God, this teaches us that all people deserve to 
be treated with respect and dignity. And it makes hurting, exploiting, and killing 
another human being all the more evil.

But what does being created b’tzelem Elohim – in the Image of God, actually 
mean? Many commentators understand this to mean that human beings, like God, 
have free will. That’s why in the story of creation, at the end of Day 6 – the day in 
which God created humanity – it does not say, what it says at the end of each and 
every other day of creation, “Vayar Elohim ki tov” – “and God saw that it was good.” 
Why not? The reason is, since human beings have free will, God was reserving judg-
ment – God did not yet know if they were going to act in a good way or a bad way.

———————————-
I now want to turn to Parshat Vayera (Genesis 18:16 – 19:29), which tells the 

story of the evil cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Elie Wiesel, may his memory be 
for a blessing, tells a story – it’s a modern-day midrash – about a man of conscience 
who arrives at these cities. The man sees the evil taking place, so he publicly pro-
tests. Once a week, every week, he goes out and protests. After many months, a 
young boy who was watching the man, approaches him and says, “nothing has 
changed since you came here, why do you keep on protesting?” The man replied, 
“when I first arrived here, I protested to change the city, now I protest so the city 
doesn’t change me.”

The United States, thank God, is not Sodom and Gomorrah. But that being 
said, there are some bad things happening in our society. One of the worst trends is 
the hateful and divisive words used on social media, in everyday conversations, and 
among our political leaders. We must do whatever we can, and make a conscious ef-
fort, not be changed by this hate and divisiveness. We must turn away from it, and 
debate our political adversaries with civility.

———————————-
One time, I was reflecting on the most radical implications of free will. I was 

in college, travelling through Europe, and I went to Auschwitz to bear witness. 
Standing in the lone gas chamber that still remains intact, I prayed to God, saying, 
“Dear God, free will is an incredible gift. It makes us human, it enables us to have 
moral responsibility, and it provides us with the opportunity to partner with You, 
in repairing the world. But this much free will??? Why did you create human beings 
with so much free will that they could perpetrate this kind of evil?!”

No answer was forthcoming, but a thought came into my head, which was a 
little bit of a silver lining. That thought was, if human beings have this much free 
will to do unspeakable evil, then on the opposite end of the spectrum, human be-
ings have this much free will to do indescribable acts of goodness and love. In fact, 
in this morning’s Torah portion, Chayeii Sarah, we see Rebecca, Isaac’s future wife, 
model an act of amazing chesed (lovingkindness). When Abraham’s servant asks her 
for water, she responds by saying, not only will I give you water, but I will also wa-
ter your 10 thirsty camels. Each camel, when thirsty, can drink 10 pitchers of water, 
which means Rebecca went up and down the steps of the well 100 times.

This is a super-hero act of chesed, and while we should aspire to it, there are 
many times when we won’t achieve it. That being said, we should strive to fill our 
days with more simple acts of chesed.

———————————-
In this moment, after this evil act – community is more important than ever. 

We have our TBI community, the larger Jewish community, and the larger Port 
Washington community. Here and around the country, our non-Jewish neighbors, 
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What was your reaction when you heard that a raving, anti-
Semite brandishing an AK-15 murdered eleven Jews Shabbat 
morning at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh? My 
first reactions were tears, disbelief and sadness for our fellow 
Jews. Why did the murderer kill these innocent people? 
Because they were part of the Jewish culture that welcomes 
the stranger and cares for those in need. They gave to HIAS 
to show they cared!

Everyone reacts differently to tragedy. Our Port Peninsula 
Jewish family; TBI, Community Synagogue and Port Jewish Center came together 
on the Sunday after the shooting at the Reconstructionist Synagogue of the North 
Shore. Our non-Jewish clergy and friends from the area were there to support the 
Jewish Community. We sang and prayed and cried together to start the process of 
healing.

Then the call for unity of the Jewish people came from the American Jewish 
Congress. “From New York to New Zealand and from Utah to the UK, millions of 
Jews and people of all faiths pledged to #ShowUpForShabbat on November 2-3 in 
solidarity with Pittsburgh’s Jewish community, sending a resounding message that 
love triumphs over hate.”

And show up we did! On Saturday November 2 we all came together at TBI. 
Our congregation was joined by Pastor Charlie Vogeley from the Lutheran Church 
in Port Washington, Reverend Frederic Miller, the Interim Rector at St. George’s 
Episcopal Church in Hempstead, Claire Deroche from the Universalist Unitarian 
Church in Manhasset, and Patrick Young, a lawyer from CARACEN (Central 
American Refugee Center), who had been our guest speaker at the HIAS Refugee 
Shabbat just two weeks before. Once again we prayed, sang and then said Kaddish 
for the eleven martyred Jews of Pittsburgh.

A friend shared that she could not be any other place but with her community 
at TBI. It felt comforting for her to be with others she knew and to share in the 
grief we were all feeling. She felt that an attack on one Jew was an attack on all 
Jews. An attack on one faith was an attack on all faiths.

The following is an excerpt from a blog by Bob Leventhal from the USCJ on 
community:

“I believe that congregations are like insurance policies. We need to invest in 
them even though we may have periods where we don’t use them. When the storm 
comes, we need to know that they are there. In his lecture from the Book of Job, 
I heard Rabbi Harold Kushner argue that Judaism cannot protect you from every 
storm, but it helps you know how to restore community and life, on the day after. 
God is in the souls of the first responders. The storm came to Pittsburgh and they 

knew how to respond.
In a time when our country is more 

divided than ever, the Jewish community 
of Pittsburgh has grabbed our attention 
and reminded us of the power of a caring, 
compassionate, collaborative and con-
nected community.”

Be Enriched, Be Inspired, Belong.
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We All Came Together
By Rita Shumsky

friends, and co-workers have joined 
ranks with us – to support us and send 
love and healing our way. Their presence 
with us is also a statement, which says 
we are not alone in our time of grief. 
We are blessed to live in the United 
States at this moment in time when 
there is so much friendship and respect 
between the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities.

Just as others are standing with us, 
giving us strength and comfort at this 
very difficult time, we need to stand 
with other minority groups when they 
are attacked – so that we can share with 
them, the same blessings that we are 
receiving now.

Thank you for being here today on 
#ShowUpForShabbat. Let’s go out into 
the world and bring light to the places 
in our society where there is darkness. 

And let us say: Amen. 

LIFE LONG
LEARNING
WITH RABBI MISHKIN
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IN AN AGE OF CHOICE

A CURRICULUM IN
JEWISH ETHICS FROM JTS 
(JEWISH THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY)
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DECEMBER 9
ADVANCED DIRECTIVES AND THE 
ETHICS OF END-OF-LIFE CARE
RABBI MYCHAL SPRINGER
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Mazal Tov
December Birthdays
Ari Smith 
Adam Edelson 
Ava Greenfield 

December Anniversaries
Myles Nachamie and Lisa Novick
Jim and Sandra Neuwirth
Jay and Nancy Feldman
Dan Kisch and Lisa Naiburg
Hersh Gottesman and Karen Bernstein
Scott and Julie Coren
Michael and Deborah Levine
Alan and Susan Stein

We list all children’s birthdays up until the 
age of ten. We make every effort to include 
everyone, but if we miss your child’s birthday 
or your anniversary we do apologize and ask 
that you let us know as soon as possible so we 
can be sure to correct it.

Come Meet Modern-Day Hero 
Eli Beer and See One of His 
Ambucycles
Tuesday, December 18, 7:00PM

,

What is an ambucycle? They are used in Israel, hundreds of times a day. Here is one 
story of one volunteer for United Hatzalah, Shlomo, who rides an ambucycle. 

On a recent evening in downtown Jerusalem, a man was riding with his 
daughter on his motorcycle when a car sped out of a parking lot and crashed into 
them! The riders were thrown through the air and crashed to the ground as shocked 
witnesses called for help.

Upon receiving the urgent alert from United Hatzalah dispatch, Shlomo 
flicked on his ambucycle’s emergency lights and sirens and raced to the scene just 
two streets over, arriving in seconds. Shlomo immediately assessed the victims. 
Meanwhile, other United Hatzalah volunteers raced to the scene. Shlomo had 
already checked the daughter, thankfully she was stable. The combined United 
Hatzalah team now focused on the father. The father was semiconscious and 
required urgent attention. He was experiencing terrible pain in his back and 
couldn’t feel his legs. Shlomo affixed a neck brace to protect the man’s spine and 
checked for additional bleeding. The United Hatzalah team then fully immobilized 
the father on a backboard and into an awaiting ambulance for rapid transport to 
the trauma center.

Those who have partnered with United Hatzalah have raised the bar for 
emergency medical response in Israel. It is the fastest in the world!

TBI Office Hours
Monday–Thursday: 9 am–4 pm

Friday: 9 am–3 pm

Please call to schedule an  
appointment with the  
Synagogue Director.

TBI Office Emails
Cathy Seldin, Synagogue Director

cseldin@tbiport.org

Julie Cheevers, Office Manager
jcheevers@tbiport.org

info@tbiport.org

Learn How to 
Read Torah 
with Cantor Grainer

Starting in January, join Cantor 
Grainer for her 5 week adult 
class on Torah trope: the melodic 
punctuation system that teaches us 
how to chant Torah aloud. This class 
will focus on achieving proficiency 
in the names and melodies of 
the t’amim (trope signs) for reading 
Torah on Shabbat.
• Tuesdays, 7:30PM-8:30PM, 

starting January 8, 2019
• Prerequisite: Students should 

feel comfortable reading Hebrew 
letters and vowels.

• Tuition: Free
• For more information and 

to register, contact Cantor 
Grainer, cantorgrainer@tbiport.org



KISLEV / TEVET 5779  TBI TABLET | PAGE 5

Holocaust Survivor Shares Liberation Story
By Bob Epstein, Chair Libary Committee

On November 8th the TBI Library Committee hosted 
a program commemorating the 80th Anniversary of 
Kristallnacht. Survivor, Alex Konstantyn, was our honored 
guest speaker. The program was well attended and began 
with a short service led by Rabbi Mishkin, which included a 
meaningful reading and recitation of the Kaddish prayers.

Following the service, our own Hannah Brooks introduced 
a most remarkable story of 94-year-old Holocaust survivor 
Joseph Feingold and his violin. Hannah told us how Mr. 
Feingold, born in Warsaw, would accompany his mother on 
violin, playing while she sang beautiful melodies. When the 
Nazi’s invaded Poland, his life changed and his family was 
torn apart. Joe was sent to a Siberian Labor Camp for 6 and 
1/2 years. During this period, Joe’s mother sent him a letter 
of hope and prayer with lyrics to “Solveig’s Song” from a 
Norwegian opera. Sadly, Joe’s mother perished in Treblinka. 
But Joe bought a violin while in a displaced person’s camp 
in exchange for a carton of cigarettes while waiting to be 
moved to America. Through a donation to Mr. Holland’s 
Opus Foundation, Joe’s violin would ultimately find a new 
home with Brianna, a 13-year-old Bronx girl, the daughter of 
immigrants from the Dominican Republic. Brianna met Joe 
and played Solveig’s Song for him on his old violin and the 
two soon became close friends. “Joe’s Violin” was made into a 
PBS documentary. After sharing Joe’s story, Hannah, who is 
in freshman orchestra at Schreiber High School, performed a 
beautiful and moving rendition of Solveig’s Song.

Following Hannah’s performance, our guest speaker, Alex 
Konstantyn, shared his story. At just three years of age, he and 
his family fled their home in a small village in Varenz, Poland 
in order to avoid round-ups of Jews by the German police. 
Alex showed us pictures of his family before the war including 
his parents, aunts, and uncles. Alex’s mother, Hannah, 
suggested the family pose as Polish refugees. Although, 
Alex’s father, Baruch, had classic Jewish facial features, he 
reluctantly agreed to the plan. They all joined a Polish group 
of refugees heading south in the summer of 1942, while 

sleeping outdoors or in barns. When winter arrived, it became 
a challenge to survive, Alex told us. They traded gold for 
temporary shelter. A farmer, with whom they stayed for ten 
days, recognized Baruch as a Jew and brought them poisoned 
blueberry pie that killed Alex’s father.

Alex and his mom went back on the run and begged for 
food and water. A woman invited them back to her home and 
gave them food and shelter. However, she later returned with 
a Polish policeman when she discovered after insisting that 
Hannah bathe Alex, that he had been circumcised and was 
Jewish. They were placed in a cell with other Jews and learned 
that the officers intended to take the Jews into the woods and 
kill them. Hannah, in desperation, managed to facilitate their 
escape and then she dressed Alex as a girl as they continued 
on their journey. As a last resort, Hannah decided to seek out 
a man named Mr. Burka who used to do business with her 
husband. He accepted the last of Hannah’s gold and hid her 
and Alex in a woodshed with an underground bunker where 
Burka stored moonshine. At night, they would climb out of 
the bunker to the woodshed for exercise. Hannah kept Alex’s 
mind busy by telling him stories.

They remained in hiding in the bunker for close to two 
years. They were liberated by Russian soldiers at the end 
of 1944. Alex told us the soldiers were amazed that he and 
his mother were still alive. Alex told us that Mr. Burka, a 
righteous gentile, had 
saved their lives. He 
found out sometime 
later that Burka had been 
murdered and suspected 
that it was the result of 
his having been found 
to have harbored Jews. 
Hannah remarried after 
the war and she and 
Alex remained in Poland 
for five years before going to Israel from Italy by boat in the 
summer of 1950.

Alex was schooled in Israel and joined the IDF in 1958. 
He and Hannah came to the US in 1952. Alex met his wife 
Susan and they were married in 1969. They have two children 
and eight grandchildren, including a son who is a Rabbi in 
Tel Aviv and a granddaughter in the Israeli army.

Alex has devoted his life to Jewish education and stresses 
the importance of teaching today’s youth about the lessons of 
the Holocaust. The miraculous story of the survival of Alex 
and his extraordinary mother, Hannah, is the subject of a 
documentary in the making entitled, “Escape to Nowhere”. 
It is possible the story will be made into a full-length feature 
film as well. 
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Pittsburgh: The Squirrel Hill Beautiful Neighborhood 
of Mr. Rogers and the Tree of Life Synagogue
By Mark A. Schneider, TBI Tablet Editor-at-Large

“Dad, are you going to write an article 
about what happened in Pittsburgh 
today?

When one of my sons asked me that 
question as we all sadly discussed and 
actively followed the breaking news 
about the reportedly worst shooting 
against Jews in American history, I knew 
I wanted to try to find some appropriate 
words to write.

Sadly, there have been far too many 
tragic events in our recent history that 
have been defined as ‘mass shootings.’ 
And now “Pittsburgh” has become 
synonymous with a horrific shooting 
that will unfortunately forever de-
fine Shabbat October 27th 2018 at a 
Squirrel Hill Pittsburgh synagogue.

From our own Temple Beth Israel 
in Port Washington to congregations 
and Jewish organizations throughout 
the country and the world, this murder-
ous attack against Jews during Sabbath 
services at the Tree of Life Congregation 
was a shock heard everywhere. Email 
messages, letters from Rabbis to their 
synagogue families about memo-
rial services, shiva, mourning…and 
improved synagogue security…. just 

reinforced the new challenges that we 
face every day. Seeing police cars parked 
outside normally quiet neighborhood 
synagogues around here in our own 
peaceful communities have now become 
the norm. Rabbis and many others talk 
about finding love and healing in new 
ways. One Rabbi I’ve known since we 
both attended the same summer camp 
as children (his parents owned the 
camp) was shown on a number of TV 
newscasts. He later wrote of his need 
to travel to Pittsburgh just to be there. 
Rabbi Avi Weiss was shown praying in 
honor of, and in memory of the vic-
tims as well as honoring the police and 
the many others who stepped forward 
to try to help. Nearby we learned was 
Mr. Rogers Neighborhood, as news 
outlets reported that Fred Rogers, the 
creator and star of the Public Television 
children’s program (and an ordained 
Presbyterian Minister) lived in Squirrel 
Hill until his died in 2003. During his 
nearly three decades on television, Mr. 
Rogers often spoke about love and un-
derstanding as he tried to talk to his TV 
children about tragedies.

I read Mr. Rogers’ quiet and 

respectful words with renewed sadness:
“When I was a boy and I would see 

scary things in the news,” Rogers said 
quietly, yet with deep assurance, “my 
mother would say to me, ‘Look for the 
helpers. You will always find people 
who are helping.’ To this day, espe-
cially in times of disaster, I remember 
my mother’s words, and I am always 
comforted by realizing that there are so 
many helpers – so many caring people 
in this world.”

Rabbi Weiss also wrote in The 
Forward newspaper about many of the 
special people—the helpers —that he 
met while visiting Pittsburgh. He noted 
that every police officer he saw was 
hugged, adding that “Pittsburgh was 
not Kristallnacht, whose 80th anniver-
sary we commemorate this week. There 
the police attacked; here, they protect-
ed—selflessly, courageously, heroically,” 
he said. The Rabbi added that he met 
Rabbi Hazzan Jeffrey Myers of the Tree 
of Life Congregation as he carried the 
Torah out of the synagogue, saying that 
“soon after, we embraced,” and remark-
ing that “Rabbi Myers has carried 
himself with rare strength, humility and 
holiness.”

The yarmulke that Rabbi Weiss 
wore seemed to generate some inter-
esting moments. At one point, the 
Rabbi stopped for coffee, saying that 
“the woman behind the counter, who 
turned out to be a Sikh, saw my kippah. 
Looking at me with saddened eyes, she 
said, ‘I can’t take any money from you.’ 
When inquiring why, she responded 
‘I want to spread the love,’” As the 
Rabbi prepared to leave Pittsburgh, he 
tells how a woman at the airport ap-
proaches his group. “Seeing our kippot, 
she breaks down, and with tears offers 
condolences.”

Then there was one of the rare, 
lighter moments. Following one of the 
many Pittsburgh services Rabbi Weiss 
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attended, the Rabbi’s group enters a 
kosher Dunkin’ Donuts. Noting their 
kippot, a man approached them and 
says, “Is there anything I can do to ease 
your pain? Perhaps a joke will help?” 
What’s a bunny rabbit’s favorite type of 
music?” he asked.”With a glow in his 
eyes the man said, ‘Hip hop.’” Rabbi 
Weiss writes that a “total stranger, 
knowing we were hurting, tried to bring 
a smile to our faces.”

In the aftermath that followed, so 
many people understandably wanted 
to talk about and share their thoughts 
about this horrific episode. One never 
knew where the next encounter might 
happen. A recent shopping trip for us 
to an area department store is just one 
example. We started casually talking to 
our sales person about the sad news. She 
told us that her newly married son and 
daughter-in-law had recently moved 
to Pittsburgh adding that some fam-
ily members were living just down the 
block from the Tree of Life Synagogue. 
She then took out her iPhone to show 
us the shared family pictures taken from 
a window during the actual encounter 
showing the police cars and ambulances 
in clear focus.

Squirrel Hill. It sounds like such a 
peaceful place. I eerily noted that the 
New York Times Book Review dated 
the next day (Sunday, October 28th) 
strangely featured an unrelated cover 
photo of a squirrel and the headline 
words “Be Afraid.”

In the immediate days and weeks 
since Pittsburgh, flags have flown at 
half-staff in memory of the 11 killed 
just for being where they loved being, in 
most cases every Shabbat. I noticed also 
that flags have stayed at half-staff for a 
longer period of time. Unfortunately 
there have been other deadly shootings 
since Pittsburgh. But as I take a mo-
ment to look at and reflect on each of 
the half-staff flags I now see, I specifi-
cally think about the Tree of Life and 
the people who we have come to know 
simply because they were Jewish and 
happened to live in Mr. Rogers’ beauti-
ful neighborhood…on the day that 
turned out not to be, a beautiful day in 
the neighborhood.

Questions or comments? Please 
email me your thoughts at copymark@
gmail.com.

Preschool News
By Diana Snaider,  
Preschool Director

November was a month of being thank-
ful! Each class discussed many things 
that they are thankful for in their lives. 
They also talked about how Native 
American kids lived back then and 
compared it to how kids live now. There 
are many similarities, like some of the 
games they played but also many dif-
ferences. Technology is definitely a big 
difference is the way children commu-
nicate and play compared to years ago! 
Each class made and wore headbands 
during their performance. They sang 
from their hearts “I am Thankful” and 
had fun singing “Noooovember!” We 
ended with a fun “Techno Turkey” song. 
The children made centerpieces for our 
celebration that were taken home for 
their own family Thanksgiving celebra-
tion. They baked yummy Thanksgiving 
breads to enjoy with family after their 
show! Recipes are always available to 
anyone J

We would like to thank all of our 
preschool parents and families. Your 
continued support towards your child’s 
education and to our TBI preschool and 
community is appreciated!

Registration for the 2019-2020 
school year is going on now! Early Bird 
rates until the end of December. Rates 
go up as of January 1, 2019.

Our First Friends class registration is 
going on now. Children 12-24months 
will have their first classroom experience 
with Miss Sam. Classes are filling up 
fast!
• Wednesday 9:30-10:30am
• Wednesday 10:45-11:45am

In addition, Jump Bunch a 
movement class for 15 months and 
older (walkers) is on Fridays from 
9:30-10:15am.

If these times do not work for you, 
call the preschool office if you have a 
group of 5 or more to create a class for 
you! Diana Snaider, Preschool Director 
516-767-1708 ext. 7.  
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begins to re-awaken us and there is a 
natural desire to join with family and 
friends and celebrate.

It is hard to think about celebrat-
ing during the holiday season with all 
the events going on in our country 
right now. On Chanukah, which is 

also known as the festival of lights, we 
celebrate the miracle of just a tiny bit of 
oil lasting for 8 days, to the point where 
we say “Nes Gadol Haya Sham”-a great 
miracle happened there. (There, mean-
ing Jerusalem.) The story of Chanukah 
teaches that Jewish temple had been 
destroyed and many had suffered during 
the war. Yet we get so excited and happy 
about a little amount of oil that lasted 
for 8 days. How does this make sense? 

In the recent wake of the Pittsburgh 
shooting, as a Jewish educator it seemed 
normal to seek comfort and advice 
from my colleagues, friends, family and 
the amazing network of Jewish profes-
sionals that surround me. However, 
the best source of comfort and solace 
comes from a most surprising place; the 
Catholic teens who were members of 
an interfaith journey to Israel I went on 
this past February.

Project Understanding, started 
30 years ago, brings together Long 
Island Students in their Junior year of 
high school, for a once in a lifetime 
adventure to Israel.  What makes this 
organization unique is it gives these 
students the opportunity to see the 
country through the eyes of their inter-
faith peers, creating fresh perspectives 
and understanding. This trip not only 
changed the lives of the students, but 
mine as well. I had the chance to experi-
ence a land I have spent much time 
in from a new angle. Sharing this trip 
with a group of people who feel just as 
strongly connected to the land of Israel 
as I do but not for the same reasons 
allowed me to see this amazing country 
through a new lens.

Right now we are in the month 
of Kislev and Chanukkah is quickly 
approaching. In the summer months, 
people are generally more outgoing 
and in brighter moods. As the sunlight 
begins to decrease, and the months get 
colder people tend to become more 
introspective. This is when people are 
drawn further inward, and many desire 
to spend time alone. As it continues to 
get darker earlier in the day and colder, 
people tend to retreat into their warm 
homes. The month of Kislev culminates 
with the Winter Solstice, the longest 
night of the year. The night following 
the winter solstice is therefore minutely 
shorter and the first glimmer of light 

Religious School Reflections
by Rachel Barnehama, Director of Education and Engagement

Why do we make such a big deal over 
this tiny goodness, the lasting of the 
oil? Shouldn’t we be focused on how 
great the destruction of the temple was? 
We make such a big deal over this tiny 
goodness, the lasting of the oil, where 
there is still so much that needs to be 
repaired.

After the tragic events in Pittsburgh, 
Emily Falco, a senior at Holy Trinity 
Diocesan High School and participant 
in 2018’s Project Understanding group, 
reached out to me. She had arranged a 
vigil at her school to honor and re-
member those who were killed in the 
Pittsburgh shooting and asked me to 
speak and lead their community in 
prayer. She expressed how in these dif-
ficult times it is critical for us to come 
together, especially with those of diverse 
voices, and we need each other’s support 
more than ever.

In a world filled with so much dark-
ness, that room at Holy Trinity was 
filled with so much light. While we 
come from different religious upbring-
ings, it is incredibly moving to come 
together as one not only in times of 
good but that we can be there for each 
other in times of need and distress. I 
know that the light and warmth I felt at 
Holy Trinity that day will inspire others 
to work together to eradicate hate by 
replacing it with love and appreciation 
and celebrate our differences, together! 
A lot of the world is broken into pieces 
but, just as we light the menorah, one 
wick at a time–one on the first night, 
then with each night we increase gradu-
ally and slowly–we too can drive out the 
darkness with one light at a time. Each 
and every one of us has this light within 
us–and it just takes one small candle to 
light up a dark room!
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Don’t Miss the Following Upcoming 
Celebrations!

Celebrate Night 3 of Chanukah at TBI!
• We will gather to light candles, sing songs and eat Sufganiyot!
• Tuesday, December 4th, 5:30-6:30 in the Social Hall
• This celebration will be held during the end of the Religious School and 

start of grades 6 & 7 and TBI High

Join us for Havdalah and Star gazing
• Saturday, Jan 5th at 5:30!
• Come dressed warm and we will provide the Hot Cocoa and S’mores!

Join Us for a Sandwich Making Party
All sandwiches will be donated to the INN. The INN is based on Long Island 
and provides a broad variety of essential services to assist those challenged by 
hunger, homelessness and profound poverty. 

• Sunday, January 27th, 11:00-12:00 (Sandwich making will immediately 
follow congregational meeting) 

• This event is for all ages!

Mini Minyan and  
Jr. Congregation with 
Rachel Barnehama!
Structure (Saturday Mornings):
• 10:00-10:15: Welcome and 

schmooze
• 10:15-10:45: Service
• 10:45-11:05: Snacks/breakfast for all
• 11:05-11:35: Activity for children 

in separate room while parents 
schmooze over coffee

Mini Minyan (Grades K-3)
12/8/18
2/9/19

4/13/19
6/19/19

Junior Congregation  
(Grades 4-6)
11/17/19
1/16/19

3/19/19
5/4/19

December 2018 Kislev/Tevet 5779
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31 1 2 3 4 5

23 Kislev

24 Kislev 25 Kislev 26 Kislev 27 Kislev 28 Kislev 29 Kislev 30 Kislev

1 Tevet 2 Tevet 3 Tevet 4 Tevet 5 Tevet 6 Tevet 7 Tevet

8 Tevet 9 Tevet 10 Tevet 11 Tevet 12 Tevet 13 Tevet 14 Tevet

15 Tevet 16 Tevet 17 Tevet 18 Tevet 19 Tevet 20 Tevet 21 Tevet

22 Tevet 23 Tevet 24 Tevet 25 Tevet 26 Tevet 27 Tevet 28 Tevet

9:30am Service
10:30am Tot Shabbat

9am Minyan
9:00am RS Special 

Hanukkah Celebration
Hanukkah Candle 1

8:00pm Exec Bd. Mtg
Hanukkah Candle 2

4pm RS
5:30pm RS Hanukah 

Candlelighting
6:10Pm TBI High

Hanukkah Candle 3

PS and Shorashim: 
Hanukkah Story & 

Craft
Hanukkah Candle 4 Hanukkah Candle 5

6:45pm Service
Hanukkah Candle 6

CL 4:08pm

9:30am Service
10:30am Mini Minyan

Hanukkah Candle 7

9:00am Minyan
10:30am Lifelong Longing 

with Rabbi Mishkin
Hanukkah Candle 8

10:30am Social Action 
Mtg

4:00pm RS
6:10pm TBI High

6:00pm Macabees
8:00pm Kadima

8:15 BOT Mtg

6:45pm Service
Oneg Acki Katay

CL 4:09pm

9:30am Service
Bar Mitzvah Acki Kitay
10:30pm Tot Shabbat

9:00am Minyan
10am RS Zayin Family 

Program

4pm RS
7:00pm Eli Beer & His 

Ambucycle
8:10pm TBI High

6:45 Service
CL 4:12pm 9:30am Service

9am Minyan

PS & RS Closed thru 
Jan. 2

9:30am Service TBI Closed
6:45pm Service

CL 4:16pm 9:30am Service

9:00am Minyan
New Year’s Day

TBI Closed PS Resumes
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Donations
THE BAM FUND (BE A MENSCH)
Joan Hulkower in memory of her 

beloved mother, Martha Edwards.
Anna Kaplan in honor of Dina and 

Philip Adsetts.
The Hershman family in memory of 

Frieda Lefeber.
The Hershman family in memory of 

Rhoda Fleischer.
Beverly Taubel wishes condolences to 

Elyse Yedid and family on the loss of 
Rhoda Fleischer.

Beverly Taubel wishes condolences 
to Jay Silverman on the loss of his 
beloved mother Florence Silverman.

Susan Isaacs and Elkan Abramowitz in 
loving memory of Morton Isaacs.

Beverly Taubel wishes mazel tov to Joan 
Hulkower on the marriage of her son 
Daniel Hulkower to Miriam Fischer.

THE BUILDING FUND
Sean Mintz in loving memory of his 

father Jeffrey Mintz
Sylvia Mermel in loving memory of her 

beloved mother Serena Sivan.
Mindy Mintz in loving memory of her 

dear grandmother Sarah Huppert.
Cathy Seldin and Mark Rozen wish 

condolences to Elyse and Bob Yedid 
on the loss of Rhoda Fleischer, 
beloved mother of Elyse Yedid.

Rita Shumsky wishes condolences to 
Elyse Yedid and family on the loss of 
Rhoda Fleischer.

Mindy Mintz wishes her condolences to 
the Brezel family on the loss of Allen 
Brezel, brother of Ted.

Mindy Mintz wishes her condolences 
to the Schindler family on the loss of 
Hal Schindler, father of Bruce.

THE CANTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Heidi and Michael Jaffe in honor of the 

birth of their grandson Ryan Stone 
Jaffe.

Mazel tov to the Hulkower family on 
the marriage of Daniel and Miriam...
Susan and Richard Levin.

THE LIBRARY FUND
Diane and Steve Greenlick in loving 

memory of Israel Polsky beloved 
father of Diane and loving 
grandfather.

Estelle and Arnold Rynston in loving 
memory of Sara Trabish, beloved 
sister of Estelle.

Jay and Nancy Feldman in honor of 
Joan Hulkower.

Bert  and Barbara Taffet wish 
condolences to Elyse Yedid and 
family on the loss of Rhoda Fleischer.

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish mazel 
tov to Sondra Winder on her 
granddaughter Rachel’s marriage to 
Alexander Tomaszewski.

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish 
condolences to Elyse Yedid on the 
loss of her beloved mother Rhoda 
Fleischer.

Judith and Morton Sloan in honor of 
the TBI library committee.

THE PRESCHOOL FUND
Sondra Winder wishes mazel tov to Mr. 

and Mrs. Steven Cady on the birth 
of their son William Hunter Russel.

THE RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND
Susan Isaacs and Elkan Abramowitz in 

loving memory of Rose Liebreich.
Heidi and Michael Jaffe in honor of the 

birth of their grandson Ryan Stone 
Jaffe.

Gerald and Susan Horn in loving 
memory of Louis Horn, beloved 
father.

Judith and Alvin Siegel in honor of 
Rabbi Mishkin saying Misheberach.

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch in loving 
memory of Abraham and Charlotte 
Kisch.

Gail and Mark Mancher in loving 
memory of Hyman Galitzer, beloved 
father of Gail.

Travel with TBI
L’Taken trip to Washington, DC
March 1-4, 2019
Open to all 9th-12th Graders 
Chaperoned by Rabbi Mike and Rachel Barnehama
L’Taken is a transformational 4-day weekend focused on 
Jewish values, tikkun olam and public policy. The program 
exposes high school students to a variety of public policy 
issues, guides them to explore the Jewish values sur-
rounding these issues and teaches them the skills to be an 
effective social justice advocate. The weekend culminates 
with meeting on Capitol Hill.

Service Trip to Houston, Texas!
February 18-22, 2019 
Open to all 9th-12th Graders
Chaperoned by Rachel Barnehama
We are excited to share that TBI will be partnering with 
Temple Sinai of Roslyn for this once in a lifetime opportu-
nity. Join local teens on this journey to the south to help 
those who were affected by Hurricane Harvey. Spend the 
week doing hurricane clean up and rebuilding homes that 
were destroyed.

Of course there will be some southern fun and a chance 
to enjoy all that Texas has to offer!
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Sisterhood 
Contributions
Honor someone’s simcha, express 
sympathy, or wish someone refuah 
shlema by making a contribution to 
Sisterhood, and a card will be sent 
on your behalf. For a minimum 
contribution of $10.00, you can choose 
from the Building Beautification Fund 
(BBF), Flower Fund (FF), School 
Equipment Fund (SEF), Torah Repair 
Fund (TRF), or the Women’s League 
Torah Fund Campaign (WLTF). 
JNF Tree certificates are available for 
a minimum contribution of $18.00. 
Please e-mail Deborah Brooks at 
deborahnaomi@aol.com and send your 
contribution (payable to TBI Sisterhood) 
to TBI, c/o Deborah Brooks.

Mazal tov to Stacey Kitay and Joel 
Kitay on their son Acki becoming a Bar 
Mitzvah

Board and Officers WLTF
Joan Hulkower BBF
Eleanor and Victor Himel FF
Sisterhood WLTF

Sincere condolences to Elyse Yedid 
on the passing of her beloved mother 
Rhoda Fleischer

Board and Officers WLTF
Sisterhood WLTF

In honor of Ronnie Peshkin
Nancy and Jay Feldman FF

In honor of Sheryl and Dan Gordon
Nancy and Jay Feldman FF

Mazal tov to Joan Hulkower on her son 
Daniel’s marriage to Miriam Fischer

Nancy and Jay Feldman FF

Alex Himel
Certified Dog Trainer/Sitter

Veterinarian recommended
All training aspects covered
Will come to your residence
Excellent references
516-767-0747 516-633-3384
www.alexhimel.info

Old World Craftsmanship With New Age Technology

SANDS POINT
AUTO BODY, ltd.

State of the Art Facility

Phone (516)767-0471 • Fax (516)767-0978 92 S. Bayles Ave
Web: www.sandspointautobody.com Port Washington, NY 11050

TO PLACE AN AD
Contact the TBI office at
info@tbiport.org or call 

516-767-1708 x9
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Mini-Minyan & Jr. Congregation 
Schedule, page 9

Come meet a modern-day hero  
who has saved millions of lives—

Founder and Inventor of 
United Hatzalah’s Ambucycle Eli Beer

Tuesday, December 18 • 7:00PM
Temple Beth Israel of Port Washington

United Hatzalah of Israel is on the cutting edge of saving 
lives. Using Eli Beer’s inventions of the Ambucycle and 
state-of-the-art GPS system, United Hatzalah Emergency 
responders are the fastest in the world. 

Join us as Eli Beer, shares his amazing story and shows us 
the Ambucycle first hand.

If you want to be inspired, make sure to watch this video! 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bFwwaB9n_x0

For more information about this event: info@tbiport.org
Or visit us in the web www.tbiport.org

 UNITED HATZALAH


