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RABBI’S NOTES
by Rabbi Michael Mishkin

Crying Out Against Gun Violence

On Tuesday, April 3, TBI hosted a panel on pending gun legislation at the Federal 
and State levels. Nearly 200 people attended to hear from the panel, which consisted of 

Nassau County District Attorney Madeline Singas; Rebecca 
Fischer, Executive Director of New Yorkers Against Gun 
Violence; Shenee Johnson, volunteer and survivor from 
Moms Demand Action For Gun Sense in America; and 
Adam Skaggs, Chief Counsel of Giffords Law Center. Here 
are my opening remarks from the program.

Good Evening.
Happy Passover to those celebrating Passover. And for 

those who celebrate Easter—I hope you had a good and 
meaningful holiday.

At the Passover seder, we are supposed to ask questions. An important question 
about the Exodus story—one that is often overlooked—is: Since the Israelites were 
slaves in Egypt for hundreds of years – why did it take God so long, to free them? 

Rabbi continued on page 2

Executive Director of New Yorkers Against Gun Violence Rebecca Fischer, volunteer and 
survivor from Moms Demand Action For Gun Sense in America Shenee Johnson, Chief 
Counsel of Giffords Law Center Adam Skaggs, Nassau County District Attorney Madeline 
Singas and Rabbi Michael Mishkin all spoke at a panel discussion on gun violence prevention 
legislation pending at the federal and state levels to a crowd of more than 160 people.

The Cantor Blum  
Haftarah Project

O 
ur Temple has commissioned, world-renowned Jewish artist, Mordechai Rosenstein, (a TBI 

Artist-In-Residence in 2016), to create a Sefer Haftarah (a Haftarah Scroll), which will be an 

inspiring piece of art, and a functioning religious scroll.  

 All of the Haftarot, which we read throughout the year, come from the second section of the 

Tanach (the Jewish Bible) and that section is called Nevi’im, (Prophets.)  Some of the stories in 

Nevi’im include the life of Joshua, Samuel, King David, Isaiah, Elijah, and Jonah.

      Because of their passionate call for justice, and their inspiring description of a future world liv-

ing in peace and harmony, the Jewish Prophets occupy a special place in Judaism and the world.  

This is one of the reasons that young adults, when celebrating their Bar and Bat Mitzvah, chant 

the weekly Haftarah.

     For the past 41 years, our community has been blessed to have Cantor Blum teach over 500 

Bnai Mitzvah, and generations of congregants, how to read and chant their Haftarah portions.  

Cantor Blum has always done this at an exceptional level, with great love and care.  

      Although Cantor Blum also teaches our Bnai Mitzvah how to read from the Torah and how to 

lead the services, the chanting of the Haftarah is one of the pinnacle moments of the Bar and Bat 

Mitzvah service.

     What better way to commemorate Cantor Blum’s exemplary service to Temple Beth Israel, than 

by contributing to this Sefer Haftarah, which is being created in his honor. By commissioning this 

Sefer Haftarah in Cantor Blum’s name, all those who read from this beautiful scroll will perpetuate 

his legacy of devotion, friendship, and love to our community.

What Is A Sefer Haftarah?
The Sefer Haftarah is a compilation of texts from the Prophets assembled in a scroll that resem-

bles a Sefer Torah.  This unique, artistic scroll will be illuminated and mounted on to both ends of 

the atzei chaim (wooden Torah rollers) and covered in a cloth mantle for safe keeping. The man-

tle cover will be created and hand sewn by TBI congregant and artist Shula Mustacchi, who has 

created our ark cover, the Cantor’s podium cover and many other beautiful, artistic pieces at TBI. 

What Is The History Of The Sefer Haftarah?
The Haftarah has been part of Jewish liturgy since Roman times, nearly 2000 years ago, when 

it was fi rst introduced as a way to counter a Roman decree forbidding the reading of the Torah in 

public assemblies.  During the 9th century, the Ben Asher family (part of the Masorete Scribes)

developed the system of cantillation and punctuation (trope and k’tiv) that act as musical sym-

bols, indicating which melodies should be used. 

      From that time onward, the tradition of chanting the Haftarah took hold in Jewish communi-

ties across the Old World.  It was common during the Middle Ages to have scrolls of the Proph-

ets in the Ark next to the Torah scrolls, and to chant from them as part of the service. In modern 

times, books of Haftarah in scroll form nearly vanished due to the printing press.

How Will The Sefer Haftarah Be Used?
The Sefer Haftarah will be stored in the Ark alongside the Torah scrolls.  It contains all of the 

Haftarot recited throughout the entire year including the ones read on Shabbat, the High 

Holidays, the Festival holidays, and special occasions.  Unlike a Torah scroll, the Sefer Haftarah 

includes vowel and trope markings for easier reading.  It will be available for all B’nai Mitzvah 

and congregants who wish to read their Haftarot from it. Seeing this 

Haftarah scroll in the ark and watching Bnai Mitzvah and adults read 

from it, will serve as a constant tribute to Cantor Blum. In addition, with 

this Sefer Haftarah, we will honor Cantor Blum every Rosh Hasha-

nah and Yom Kippur by designating a member of our congregation 

to carry it during the Torah service on those holy days.  

How Will My Contribution Be Recognized?
You will receive a certifi cate acknowledging your contribution 

and will also be recognized on a donor recognition board, 

which we will proudly display in the synagogue. 

Temple Beth Israel is engaged in a beautiful project 
to honor the 41 years of extraordinary service that 
Cantor Baruch Blum has given to our community...

Honor Cantor Blum by  
donating to the Haftarah Project 

and RSVP to Gala on June 3.
Go to tbiport.org
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Why did God wait so long before God heard their cries and remembered the cov-
enant He had made with their ancestors?

One answer is that for many, many years, the Israelites weren’t ready to be 
redeemed. Their desire to be free had been destroyed, and their hope for a better 
future had been crushed. They believed they were fated to be slaves. They could not 
imagine that they could have a different reality – a better life – a life of freedom.

But, the Torah tells us – that all changed when one Pharaoh died – and another 
ascended the throne. It was in that transitional moment, that the Israelites cried out a 
different cry. It was not just a cry from the physical pain – it was far more than that.

This cry emanated from their painful realization that the world as it was for 
them, was far different from the world that should be. With this cry came an un-
derstanding that their future did not have to be the same as their present and their 
past. In that moment, the Israelites hoped and yearned—that they could have a bet-
ter life. It was then, that God knew, it was time to begin the process of redemption.

I’ve been thinking about this lesson of the Passover story a lot this year. When 
it comes to the reality of guns in the United States—the situation is painful, and 
difficult, and intolerable. Yet, for so long, so many of us, did not imagine that there 
could be a different reality. That different reality would consist of a society which 
truly valued life, over the right to own military-style weapons. It would be a society 
which truly valued safety and security, over the right to buy thousands of rounds of 
ammunition.

Notwithstanding what I just said, there have always been people who have 
believed in this better vision, and as a result, they have advocated for laws which 
promote greater gun safety. All of the wonderful organizations on this dais – New 
Yorkers Against Gun Violence, Moms Demand Action For Gun Sense in America, 
The Giffords Law Center – fall into this category. But, for too many of us—we 
became convinced that we would never be able to take on – and defeat – the gun 
lobbyists and the many politicians who march in lock-step with them, working to 
prevent common sense gun legislation that would make all of us safer.

And then the massacre happened at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School. 
And the student survivors raised their voices and said enough.

Enough of students going to school scared for their safety.
Enough with lax gun laws and enormous loop holes.
Enough murder and bloodshed.
I feel like we are at a moment in our society, where large numbers of people feel 

some hope – and believe that things CAN and SHOULD be different. We are at 
a moment where we can help redeem our society – but instead of looking to God 
to do it for us – we must be prepared to commit our time and energy to make this 
change.

It will take a sustained effort, and a strong commitment, in order to hold our 
government officials accountable for the decisions they make on gun laws. 

Rabbi continued from page 1
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Greetings! I write to you for the last time 
in my official capacity as President of 
TBI! For the past two years I have had 
the incredible privilege to follow in the 
footsteps of amazing leadership at Temple 
Beth Israel. 

These years have had their share of 
amazing experiences and difficult chal-

lenges. The leadership transitions that we have faced have 
taken up hundreds of hours of work. Fortunately these ef-
forts have been shared with dozens of incredible leaders and 
volunteers. Without this teamwork and dedication, we could 
never have accomplished it all! And what exactly have we 
accomplished???

In the past two years, we have seen the opening of our 
new bathrooms and continued our campaign by launching 
the renovations of our office suite (starting next month, 
completion by August, 2018!). We have ordered a gorgeous 
state-of-the-art new playground, with both equipment and 
new floor surfacing. And we have fine-tuned our plans so that 
we will be able to complete the last piece of our capital project 
in summer, 2019, the full renovation of our old lobby, library 
and soon to be vacant clergy offices.  We have also given a face 
lift to the preschool rooms and hallways and have replaced 
lots of chairs, tables and equipment. 

We have successfully hired Cantor Sharon Grainer, who 
will endeavor to duplicate the love for TBI that Cantor Blum 
has blessed us with, while bringing her own fresh ideas for the 
future.

We have begun a new chapter in Preschool, with the 
hiring of Diana Snaider (a former TBI Preschool teacher) 
as our new Director. We are excited to have her lead us into 
the future! After a few challenging years, we are pleased to 
have seen an uptick in our incoming class recruitment and 
expect that to continue under Diana’s leadership. The satisfac-
tion among our children and parents continues to be best in 
class.

Our religious school has continued to cover all of the 
basics with excellence, but even more so continues to provide 
exciting additions, like our Shinshinim program and our 
electives. And although we parents often hear it from the 
children on the way in, they all come out laughing, smiling 
and engaged. And the proof is in what we see from our Bnai 
Mitzvah children, the continuance of a tradition that goes 
back for decades: the most polished, talented and educated 
display synagogue skills at the most important moment in 
our children’s lives. TBI has always been proud of this result 
and we continue to be. 

We are nearing the culmination of our search to replace 
our long time Principal Alice Talmud. We thank Alice for 
her dedicated spiritual leadership for so many years, and all 
came together as a community to show her our appreciation! 
We are hopeful that our new Director of Jewish Education 
and Engagement will continue to raise our school to new 
heights with creative thinking that engages our students and 
readies them for a lifelong interest in Jewish learning.

Our Sisterhood under new leadership saw a bevy of events 
that were both exciting AND creative – and the turnouts 
proved it! Our Men’s Club continued its traditions of Sukkah 
building and card playing and threw in some other fun events 
for the boys!

As they do year in and year out, our library committee 
brought in several amazing speakers and provided program-
ming that brought out great attendance. 

Our new formalized Social Action committee also 
brought in several leading speakers and created events out-
side our own halls. We listened, thought and were called to 
action on several of the most important issues of our day.

We sent representatives to conferences and part-
nered with organizations, including UJA – Federation, 
JNF, AIPAC, Hadassah, USCJ, the Sid Jacobson JCC and 
many more! We shared events with all of the synagogues in 
Port Washington and Rabbi Mishkin worked on with the 
Interfaith Clergy Council so we could achieve more through 
collective action and understanding, than we could have just 
on our own!

We hosted events too many to mention, including our 
Winter Monte Carlo Fundraiser and parties at Hanukkah 
and Purim! The great success of all these events is thanks to 
the dozens of inspired members. 

And throughout all of what I have mentioned, we stood 
our ground, ensuring that through responsible budgeting, 
and the incredible generosity of so many of our members, we 
could continue to provide remarkable experiences to all of our 
members. 

Although there are so many to thank, I have to single out 
a few individuals who made this experience not only possible, 
but fun. Thanks to Cantor Blum, Diana Snaider and Alice 
Talmud and to our teachers in both schools! To our incred-
ible and creative Cathy Seldin, who always figures out a way 
to make the impossible, possible and affordable! To Julie 
Cheevers, Narvin Khan and Steven Davis who really make ev-
erything possible. To Jon White, Dale Gindi, Sheryl Gordon, 
Mindy Tashlik, Stacey Gould, David Volpe and Eden Kasle 

PRESIDENT’S NOTES

Parting Wordsfrom TBI President
By Matt Engel

Rabbi continued on page 12
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May Birthdays
Giuliana Chiaramonte  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Dylan Shapiro  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Max Rosenbaum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Willa Hechtkopf  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Gabriel Jaffe  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Maya Rosen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Joshua Engel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10
Leo Schwartz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

May Anniversaries
Daniel & Judith Golub
Martin & Rachel Bialer
Jeffrey & Adena Muller
Stephen & Sandra Marcus
Jonathan & Stacey Satovsky
Howard & Betsy Golan
Robert & Eleanor Juceam
Scott & Jennifer Markman
Jeffrey Schor & Alexandra Trinkoff
Jonathan & Suzan Flamm
Jay & Darlene Ledner
Robert & Elyse Yedid
Sheldon & Susan Greenbaum
Rob & Laura Landau
Matt & Ilana Engel
Jerzy & Maja Nowakowski
Jeffrey & Leslie Naschek
Daniel & Annette Kasle
Joel & Julie Greenblatt
Michael Nerenberg & Alisa 
Helfgott-Nerenberg
Barney & Stephanie Rosen
Bari & Jeffrey Siegel

We list all children’s birthdays up until the 
age of ten. We make every effort to include 
everyone, but if we miss your child’s birthday 
or your anniversary we do apologize and ask 
that you let us know as soon as possible so we 
can be sure to correct it.

The Cantor Blum
Haftarah Project
Temple Beth Israel is engaged in a beautiful project 
to honor the 41 years of extraordinary service that 

Cantor Baruch Blum has given to our community…

Honor Cantor Blum by donating to the Haftarah Project.
Sign up at tbiport.org
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Cantor Baruch Blum
For over 41 years Cantor Blum has been practically synonymous 
with Temple Beth Israel. He danced and sang his way into our 
hearts after leaving a successful singing, dancing and acting career 
on Broadway. He performed in George M., Promises Promises, 
Fiddler on the Roof, Carousel, and Oklahoma, but it wasn’t until 
famed Choir Director, Oscar Julius introduced him to Hazzanut 
(leading Jewish services using and improvising traditional melody 
patterns) that Cantor Blum found his true passion. After studying at 
the Manhattan School for Cantors, Cantor Blum graduated in 1975, 
and began his Cantorial career with Congregation B’nai Israel of 
Staten Island, before fi nding his home at TBI.

Cantor Blum was born in Israel and developed a love of music 
when he studied under Israel’s renowned music teacher, Daniel 
Samboursky. He served in the Israeli Army (Suez Campaign of 
1956), Navy, and Merchant Marines before emigrating with his family 
to Vancouver, Canada. He came to New York on a scholarship with 
the National Academy of Ballet, now ABT. (Rumor has it he can still 
perform a mean Grande Jete and Pirouette.) 

Cantor Blum has prepared over 600 students to become B’nai 
Mitzvah. With Cantor Blum at the helm, B’nai Mitzvah students 
have always shined. For 41 years Cantor Blum has led High Holiday 
Services. We have been blessed as a community to have such a 
mensch serve as our Shaliach Tzbur—our representative leading us 
in our services. 

As Cantor Blum begins his position of Cantor Emeritus, we 
will be forever grateful for his love, singing, special melodies, and 
devotion to TBI.

Gerri Blum
It seems bashert that two people with a love of music and theatre 
would meet during a stint in Hello Dolly, at the Paper Mill Playhouse, 
in New Jersey. Married shortly after their summer stock production, 
they went on to perform in Yiddish theater, as the leading ingénue 
and leading young man, with many Yiddish Theater legends. Both 
studied voice with famed Met and City Opera star, Richard Fredricks. 

Gerri holds a BS in Theatre from Syracuse University and 
continued on to receive an MA in Music/Performance from Hunter 
College. She found her passion as a Jewish educator, teaching 
Hebrew, Tefi llah, and music, and directing choirs at TBI, North Shore 
Synagogue in Syosset, Temple Israel in Great Neck, and Temple 
Beth Sholom in Roslyn. Currently, she is a Shabbat Family Educator 
and Torah Teacher for Temple Beth Shalom and Music Director for 
Merrick Jewish Center. She also teaches voice privately, and has 
trained many of our own TBI students for NYSSMA adjudication. 
Gerri takes an active role in Women’s League for Conservative 
Judaism and serves on its international and regional boards. 

Gerri and Baruch have four children, Benyamina, Hyam, Yiselle 
and Avi—all musicians (wonder from where they get it?) and 
talented in the arts. They are also the proud grandparents of fast 
approaching B’nai Mitzvah twin boys, Philip and Julian. 

Where does the next chapter take this musical duo of 46 years? 
Both have found a kindred spirit in Vermont, and hope to continue 
hiking, swimming, boating, and enjoying the outdoors, as they 
continue their love of music and Judaism. 

A heartfelt Mazel Tov, and Le-Hayyim Tovim Ul-Shalom. We will 
always feel your presence at TBI.

Gala 2018
Celebrating Cantor Baruch & Gerri Blum

Sunday, June 2, 2018  5:00 pm
Temple Beth Israel

Presentation of Haftarah Scroll
Cocktails & Formal Dinner $125/pp

Festive Attire
RSVP: Deadline: Friday May 25
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BAT MITZVAH OF

Mikayla Rose Schwartz

It’s difficult to 
know where to 
start when 
thinking about 
the past 13 years 
and how our 
adorable baby 
girl has already 
reached the 

moment of becoming a bat mitzvah. 
Mikayla Rose was the first grandchild 
born on both sides of our families, so 
when she finally arrived (characteristi-
cally a bit late) on May 17, 2005, she 
was met with incredible excitement and 
endless love by all of her extended 
family members.

There are many aspects of Mikayla 
that have truly remained consistent 
over these 13 years. As a toddler in 
Manhattan, we would walk down the 
street and her bright smile and engag-
ing personality would cause even the 
grumpiest stranger to smile and wave. 
To this day, she is better than anyone 
at cheering up a disgruntled younger 
brother or a sad friend.

Her love of music, theater, and danc-
ing was also evident from a very early 
age. She was only one year old when she 

began shaking her hips to any rhythm 
she heard. One of her favorite pastimes 
was to choreograph dance routines to all 
types of songs. She quickly progressed 
to becoming an incredible dancer, even 
going up on pointe last year.

We’re also pretty sure that when she 
learned how to talk, she simultaneously 
started to sing. She’s the only child we 
know who, at five years old, would 
belt out Barbara Streisand songs and 
Broadway show tunes at the top of her 
lungs. Her dramatic flair is evident in 
aspects of her everyday life, but is at its 
best when on the stage playing a wide 
variety of roles from the wacky mother 
in Matilda to the evil sea witch in the 
Little Mermaid. Her love of music is 
probably only surpassed by her love of 
reading. When she started to read, it 
was as if her whole world opened up. 
She’s that kid who needs to be told 
to close the book and go to sleep. To 
this day, she reads anything that is in 
front of her, but one of our funniest 
memories is when, at 5 years old, she 
recounted to us the details of the Super 
Bowl having read about it in the New 
York Times. A topic she would normally 
have very little interest in.

What is most important, and most 
consistent, however, is her incredible 
kindness to others. As her teachers have 
always said, Mikayla is an “old soul”. 
She has always seemed to intrinsically 
know how to make those around her 
feel better about themselves and to find 
the good in everything and everybody. 
It was no surprise when she chose a 
mitzvah project that combines her love 
of dance with her passion for showing 
kindness and helping others. Each week 
Mikayla makes the trip into Queens 
to spend an hour assisting in a dance 
class for children and young adults with 
physical and developmental disabilities. 
Mikayla has worked primarily with 
one young lady, Sam, since September. 
Sam has Down Syndrome and relies 
on Mikayla to assist her with the dance 
routine, however, Sam and Mikayla’s 
relationship is not just about dance 
class. Sam, as well as other students in 
the class, often come to Mikayla with 
their fears about performing, stress 
about issues with family members 
and difficulties with peer interactions. 
Mikayla seems to have an innate ability 

L I N D A  &  G E R A L D  M A R S D E N  J C C  P A R T N E R S  W I T H  T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

Author Jeremy Dauber
Temple Beth Israel
Wednesday, March 7, 2018
7:30pm

Jeremy Dauber is a Professor at Columbia 
University, specializing in Yiddish and 
Jewish literature and culture. He received 
his undergraduate degree from Harvard 
University, and his doctorate from Oxford 
University, which he attended as a Rhodes 

scholar. Professor Dauber has written four 
other books. In this, his latest, Professor 
Dauber traces the origins of Jewish comedy 
and its development from biblical times to 
the age of Twitter. Adam Kirsch has high 
praise for JEWISH COMEDY, calling it a 
“brilliant and groundbreaking book, written 
with dazzling insight and in a style as 
appealing as its subject.” 

Please join us for an 
interesting evening with 
Professor Dauber.

Dairy Refreshments

SJJCC.ORG

Mikayla Schwartz continued on page 7
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BAT MITZVAH OF

Liana Miller

 Liana Muller 
was born on June 
2, 2005. As is 
our custom, the 
gender of our 
unborn child was 
not revealed 
until her birth. 
We were sur-

prised and delighted to learn that we 
were blessed with a little girl. This was a 
true novelty for the Muller side of the 
family, which had been predominantly 
male. It was quickly ascertained, that 
she was the first female born into the 
family in more than 100 years. Since 
that time, our family dynamic and lives 
have been enhanced in a myriad of 
ways.

Liana’s determination defines her 
more than any other quality. Once she 

sets her mind to something, it is usually 
best to step aside.

In addition to being extremely 
determined, she is also responsible. This 
is most evident when helping to watch 
and entertain her younger cousins and 
family friends.

She has a natural sense of empathy, 
and enjoys engaging with people of all 
ages. After meeting a child with Down 
syndrome, she developed the desire to 
help this population in a meaningful 
way. This led to the development of her 
mitzvah project. Liana has become an 
active member of Alexander’s Angels, 
which is an organization that promotes 
awareness and advocacy for people liv-
ing with Down syndrome. She plans to 
continue working with this group mov-
ing forward.

Liana has an ear for music. It is not 

uncommon for her to recite the words 
of a song after only hearing it once or 
twice. Her musical ability began with 
piano lessons early on, and she now 
enjoys playing music both in the school 
band and privately.

Some of her other hobbies include 
hiking, biking, swimming, downhill and 
cross country skiing. She also loves to 
spend time with family, friends and her 
dog.

We are particularly looking forward 
to this day. Liana will be the first girl to 
read from our family torah.

We would like to thank the many 
teachers from TBI who have instructed 
her over the years.

We are grateful to Rabbi Mishkin 
and Cantor Blum for their wisdom, 
patience and teaching. Their efforts have 
enabled Liana to get to this day.

to comfort while offering sound advice about how to navigate difficult situations. 
Mikayla’s friends often rely on her for these same skills. She has a collection of 
amazing close friends to whom she is fiercely loyal. She treasures her friendships 
from her early days in Rockville Centre, from Sousa and Weber and, of course, 
from Camp Chipinaw where she has found a second home.

Even given all these wonderful qualities, the thing that has brought us the most 
joy is watching her with her two younger brothers, Leo and Tyler. From the mo-
ment Leo was born and she became a big sister, it was as if she had found her most 
important role in the family. The unconditional love that she shows towards her 
brothers, her patience with them and her ability to make them laugh has never 
ceased to amaze us. Even at this age, when many adolescents want very little to do 
with younger siblings, she makes sure to carve out special time for each of her broth-
ers as often as she can.

As we approach this important day in Mikayla’s life, we have such pride in the 
person that she is and in her accomplishments thus far. We are so excited to see all 
that she will achieve in the future, but also all the happiness and joy that we know 
she will always bring to those around her. We would like to thank Cantor Blum 
for his teaching and guidance, Rabbi Mishkin for his ongoing support, and Karen 
Ohringer for helping Mikayla to see herself in her parsha. We know that this is just 
the beginning of Mikayla’s Jewish learning and we are grateful to the Temple Beth 
Israel community for helping to shape her Jewish identity. 

Mikayla Schwartz continued from page 6

Congratulations to  
our 2018 March Madness 

Winners

Stuart Braman
Dan Kisch

Amanda Strano
Joel Kornblau
Jonathan White
Rusty Kuehn

Julia Satovsky
Andrew Sosa

John Trabulsi
Dan Kasle
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Bimah Up Cantor Baruch Blum & Gerri Blum:  
Music to Our Ears, With Heavenly Voices  
Do-Re-Mi-Fa-So Beautiful to Hear
By Mark A. Schneider, TBI Tablet Editor-at-Large

I’m staring at a special signature today.
The name is on my framed Jewish 

wedding ketubah, which proudly hangs 
on the wall of our home. Next to the 
word “Witness,” it is signed “Baruch 
Blum.”

In the beginning, when I first joined 
Temple Beth Israel four decades ago, 
Cantor Blum was already in his first few 
years at TBI. Who would have thought 
that over 40 years later, Cantor Blum 
would have officiated at one wedding, 
three bar mitzvah’s, shiva minyans and 
more. And that’s just for my one family. 
Add up the estimated 600 bar and bat 
mitzvah TBI students (hmmm, wonder 
if that’s a Guinness World Record?) plus 
all the wedding ceremonies and other 
family events, and you can begin to see 
the impact and the importance that our 
Cantor has made on all our lives.

As he stands on the bimah each 
Shabbat, as well as during the High 
Holidays and at all the other services 
throughout the year, we have been 
fortunate to hear a masterful voice chant 
and speak for us, and to us. Whether 
you have recently joined the TBI family 
or have been part of our family for years 
or decades, we have all shared some-
thing together that we collectively will 
always remember.

No doubt over the past year as well 
as during these final weeks of Cantor 
Blum’s extraordinary TBI tenure, we 
are all reflecting on Cantor Blum, as we 
extend congratulations to him as well to 
his wife and partner Gerri, and celebrate 
with their children Benyamina, Hyam, 
Yiselle, Avi and their grandchildren 
Philip and Julian.

Thinking back, there’s so much to 
reflect upon……

Remember TBIdol? Eight years ago, 
TBI recreated our own version of the 
TV hit talent show American Idol. I 

adapted the TV logo and name and 
helped put together and produce what 
turned out to be a winning perfor-
mance. Two of the TBIdols who “stole 
the show” were the team of “Gerri & 
Baruch” who both sang their way into 
the hearts of the overflowing audience 
that night. By the way, the TBIdol show 
lineup also included Selli Blum, a classi-
cal joy to listen to not only that evening, 
but as many of us know, a voice, who, 

along with Gerri, has added such a spe-
cial warmth through the years to some 
of our High Holiday services.

Of course we all know how music 
has always been part of our honored 
couple’s life together. Did you know 
that “Gerri & Baruch” were a talented 
team even before we got to know them? 

The New York Times headline “Yiddish 
Play with a Gimmick” way back in 
1973 addresses the story of the Yiddish 
musical comedy that had just opened 
and featured an “easy on the ears” score 
with music “projected sweetly” in “lilt-
ing ballads by Gerri-Ann Frank and 
Baruch Blum.”

For many years, I also produced a 
number of Jewish comedy shows and 
events which were held at Temple Beth 
Israel and on occasion at other venues 
including Port Washington’s Landmark 
on Main Street. I’ll always remem-
ber the very funny Avi Hoffman who 
performed one night for us in his very 
entertaining program entitled “Too 
Jewish.” Following the performance, 
Avi, the Cantor, Gerri, and I all got 
together for a media picture and a long, 
memorable and entertaining conversa-
tion about show business.

Thirty-six years ago—aka—two 
times Chai—the inaugural issue of our 
very first professionally printed TBi 
bulletin was published. Looking back 
today at that historic Number One 
TBI RePORT issue, one can read how 
Cantor Baruch and Gerri Blum were 
specially thanked “for all their help 
during the Chanukah party while the 
synagogue was celebrating the Cantor’s 
fifth anniversary on the bimah.” It was 
during those early years that our Temple 
family realized how special our Cantor 
and his wife were.

Then there were events like the 
Memorial Day parades that featured 
a waving TBI Banner and a group of 
proud marchers which featured our 
Cantor and Temple family. And I 
certainly can’t forget the yearly High 
Holiday Tashlich services, most recently 
held along the Port Washington dock 
where we could share and reminisce 
a year’s worth of stories with both the 
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Cantor and Gerri.
And is there any other Cantor in the 

world who can claim to give his Bar and 
Bar Mitzvah lessons in the most cre-
ative “temporary” office ever? I refer, of 
course, to the trailer, which was parked 
“temporarily” in the corner of the syna-
gogue parking lot. That trailer was only 
supposed to be used for a year or so but, 
well, now that’s just another chapter in 
this remarkable saga.

Sure we could make jokes about “the 
trailer” but it certainly was a unique part 

of this fascinating story.
Through the decades, TBI with the 

inspiration and support of the Cantor 
(and Gerri) have formed synagogue 
Choirs as well as brought individual 
singers (and dancers) who have added 
musical depth and memorable moments 
to our services and programs. What a 
team!

As a past president of Temple Beth 
Israel, it has been my honor to enjoy 
many special moments on the bimah 
that also reinforce the congregation’s 
love and appreciation shared for our 
Cantor. At the beginning of Kol Nidre 
services, for example, holding a Torah 
and standing next to Cantor Blum, as 
well as the next day while sitting on the 
Bimah during Yom Kippur services and 
looking at an admiring Congregation 
as our Cantor so beautifully chants the 
prayers, it’s all do-re-mi-fa-so beautiful 
to hear and share.

Questions or comments? Please 
email a musical note or message to me 
at copymark@gmail.com.



A Very Moving Performance and 
Inspiring Art Show
By Betsy Golan

Four teen members of Temple Beth 
Israel recently participated in a particu-
larly special Holocaust Remembrance 
program sponsored by UJA-Federation 
of New York. Project Witness and 
Witness Theatre included our own 
Molly Abramowitz, Micah Golan, Julia 
Satovsky and Dylan Schor. Dylan cre-
ated an art piece and Molly, Micah and 
Julia performed in a stage production 
of Survivor stories. The students began 
in the Fall meeting local survivors and 
listening to their stories particularly 
their experience during World War 11, 
escaping the Nazis and reaching safety 
in the US or Israel. The students formed 
bonds with the survivors as they worked 
together to create –either a work of art 
or the stage performance of the survi-
vor’s journey over seventy years ago. The 
culmination was a moving sold out performance and exhibit on April 16 and 17 at 
Adelphi University Performing Arts Center. The performance is available to view 
online at the Facebook site of Self Help Community Services and the art pieces will 
be on display in the near future at the Sid Jacobson JCC. 

The Port Washington  
Rosh Chodesh Group
Thursday, May 17, 9:30–11:00 am
The Community Synagogue
160 Middle Neck Road, Port Washington

Redemptive Sisterhood in the Book of Ruth
With Rabbi Sam Pollak
How does the bond between Ruth and Naomi change the course of 
Israelite history? We will explore this question and others as we read and 
discuss the biblical book of Ruth, which is traditionally paired with the 
upcoming holiday of Shavout.

ONCE A MONTH…JUST FOR YOURSELF…JUST FOR YOUR SOUL
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Preschool News
by Diana Snaider, Preschool Director

April was a short month as we all celebrated Passover with our loved ones. We were 
hoping to return with some spring weather but it didn’t quite turn out that way. 
Even though the chill was still in the air the children talked about spring and what 
the outside spring weather will eventually become! Our PreK class made a beautiful 
mural depicting a scene from spring! 

Each class received caterpillars to watch them grow and morph into butterflies! 
Our STEAM class was able to watch the lifecycle of a ladybug. They had so much 
fun observing and recording the daily changes that took place. Once they became 
butterflies and ladybugs we all released them into nature!

Ladies’ Night Out was a success! Thank you to Katy Kasle, Phyllis London and 
the PA for working together to make this event special and a success! This year 
the PA decided to do something a little different and took the event to a Mexican 
restaurant. So much fun was had by all!

If you are interested in taking a CPR class in the evening please contact Diana 
Snaider at 516-767-1708 ext 7 or preschool@tbiport.org

Religious School Reflections
by Alice Talmud, Principal

We are seriously in the home stretch 
now as we look forward to some 
Spring-like weather and rush toward our 
moving up celebrations and the end of 
the school year! 

It will be with mixed feelings that I 
say goodbye to all of our students and 
families and wrap up my 17 year tenure 
as Principal of the Religious School. I’ll 
save my thoughts for next month’s edi-
tion and remind you that I’ll still be in 
the office through the month of June as 
I strive to leave everything in the most 
organized manner possible. 

On Sunday, April 22 the students in 
Kitah Hei, Vav and Zayin joined many 
of our congregants to welcome two “Lone 
Soldiers” to TBI. A Lone Soldier is a 
young person, who did not grow up in 
Israel, who commits to a two year stint 
as a soldier in the IDF (Israel Defense 
Force). Since these young soldiers come to 
Israel without the support network that 

a local family would provide, the Lone 
Soldier Center was created. There these 
Lone Soldiers come together to celebrate 
holidays and other joyful occasions as well 
as the inevitable rough patches. When 
our congregants Marc Damsky and Amy 

Sugarman, along with their children 
Aaron and Caroline, visited Israel this 
past year they had an opportunity to visit 
the Lone Soldier Center and it is thanks 
to them that we enjoyed this wonderful 
program.
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There was a Murder at TBI, 
Sisterhood Style…
At the mansion of Sir Warren Peace, also known as the TBI social hall, the sisters 
of Temple Beth Israel gathered for their annual membership dinner, an evening of 
dining, socializing and a good, old fashioned murder mystery. All the ladies were 
finely dressed in their fancy boas for the Hollywood Whodunnit. They drank ‘killer’ 
cocktails and dined on sushi and Chinese delicacies while trying to figure out if the 
person sitting next to them was, in fact, a murderer. A wily detective and French 
maid were called in to assist in the investigation of the many suspects sitting among 
them. Thankfully, the killer was discovered, and the ladies went on to enjoy their 
coffee and cake.

May 2018 Iyar/Sivan 5778
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31 1 2

16 Iyar 17 Iyar 18 Iyar 19 Iyar 20 Iyar

21 Iyar 22 Iyar 23 Iyar 24 Iyar 25 Iyar 26 Iyar 27 Iyar

28 Iyar 29 Iyar 1 Sivan 2 Sivan 3 Sivan 4 Sivan 5 Sivan

6 Sivan 7 Sivan 8 Sivan 9 Sivan 10 Sivan 11 Sivan 12 Sivan

13 Sivan 14 Sivan 15 Sivan 16 Sivan 17 Sivan 18 Sivan 19 Sivan

RS & TBI High Lag BaOmer

6:30 Service &  
Scholar in Residence

7:30pm Indian  
Shabbat Dinner

CL: 7:37pm

9:30am Shabbat 
Service & Scholar in 

Residence
10:30am Tot Shabbat

9am Minyan
11am Moving Up 
Shorashim & Alef

4pm RS 
6pm TBI High
8pm EB Mtg

7:30pm Service
CL: 7:30pm

9:30am Service
Bat Mitzvah Liana Muller

10:30am Jr. 
Congregaation

RS Closed  
Mother’s Day
9am Minyan 8:15pm BOT Mtg

5pm RS Moving Up 
Ceremony Grades 2-7

6:30pm Service & FNL 
with Naomi Less

Oneg Mikayla Schwartz
CL 7:51pm

9:30am Service
Bat Mitzvah  

Mikayla Schwartz
10:30am Tot Shabbat

Erev Shavout

9am Minyan
Shavout I Shavout II

4pm YG: Macabees
6pm YG: Kadima

12 noon PS Early 
Dismissal 

6:45pm Service
CL 7:55pm

9:30am Service
Bat Mitzvah Ilana 

Habert

9am Minyan
Memorial Day

TBI Office Closed
7:30pm Congregational 

Annual Meeting
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Donations
THE BAM (BE A MENSCH) FUND
Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving 

memory of Alexander E. Kleine, 
beloved father of Susan.

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving 
memory of Raymond Cheven, 
beloved father of Heidi.

THE BUILDING FUND
Mindy and Sean Mintz in loving 

memory of Samuel Taubel, beloved 
grandfather and namesake.

Marc and Dianna Falkowitz in loving 
memory of Milton Falkowitz.

Marc and Dianna Falkowitz in loving 
memory of Abraham Jacobs.

THE CANTOR’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
Karen and Robert Farkas in loving 

memory of Irving Rowe, beloved 
father of Karen.

Barbara and Bert Taffet in honor of 
Cantor Blum who recently received 
an honorary doctorate of Music from 
JTS.

Mazel Tov to Cantor Blum for his 
receiving an Honorary Doctorate of 
Music from the Jewish Theological 
Seminary for his service to his 
community and to the Jewish people. 
Yashacoach! Todah! Beverly Taubel.

Susan and Richard Levin in honor of 
Cantor Blum receiving an honorary 
doctorate of Music from JTS. Mazel 
Tov!

Ellen and Barry Simon in loving 
memory of Florence Geller, beloved 
mother of Ellen.

THE KIDDUSH LUNCH FUND
Nancy and Jay Feldman, in loving 

memory of Irving Tobias, beloved 
father of Nancy.

THE LIBRARY FUND
Bob Epstein and Beth Hisler, in loving 

memory of Nicholas Goldblatt, 
beloved brother of Donald.

Bob Epstein and Beth Hisler in loving 
memory of Irving Tobias, beloved 
father of Nancy Feldman.

Bob Espstein and Beth Hisler, 
continued good health to Marilyn 
Oser.

Estelle and Arnold Rynston in loving 
memory of Miriam (Manya) 
Sadowsky, beloved mother of Estelle.

Irene and Hilton Silver in honor of 
Cantor Blum who recently received 
an honorary doctorate from JTS.

Bert and Barbara Taffet wish Mazel Tov 
to Shula and Henry Mustacchi on 
the birth of their great granddaughter 
Shai Lei.

Marilyn Oser in loving memory of 
Sidney Schiffman, her beloved father.

THE RABBI’S  
DISCRETIONARY FUND
The Charney family in loving memory 

of Jacob Charney.
Congratulations to Ron Harris on 

becoming a Septuagenarian. With 
love to you and Roberta and your 
wonderful family. Barbara and Mark 
Schneider

Sondra Winder in honor of her trip to 
Israel.

who stepped up in incredible ways dur-
ing my tenure, and continue to do so. 
Your hard work and deep love for TBI 
is so apparent and inspires me daily! 
To Louis Silfin, Steve Castar and Jon 
Teeger, the peanut gallery who work 
hard to make sure our dues get paid, 
our numbers check out and that our 
office runs smoothly. And to the entire 
executive and full Board for all of their 
commitment. Apologies to anyone I 
did not have enough room to thank 
individually! 

Extra special thanks to Rabbi 
Mishkin for being not only a partner, 
but a friend. Your ability to bring people 
together is second to none, and I look 
forward to years of continued friendship 
and learning. 

Rita Shumsky—a woman with a big 

heart and an indomitable spirit: Dan 
Quayle once said, “One word sums up 
probably the responsibility of any vice-
president, and that one word is ‘to be 
prepared.’” J In addition to always be-
ing prepared, your never-ending energy 
and nudging to keep us moving forward 
has been amazing! Whoever said EVP is 
an easy a minor job, has not met Rita. 
Rita served as VP of Everything. This 
has been a true partnership and I look 
forward to helping you in any way you 
need!

Last but not least, I save my deepest 
appreciation for my family. My parents, 
JoAnn & Mark who taught me to stand 
up and make a difference. They taught 
me and showed me there was a big 
world out there that needed improving 
and gave me the tools to do so. They 
have served as amazing role models, 

leaders in our community and beyond, 
filled with compassion and understand-
ing. They taught me to do as much as 
I could (and sometimes tell me I may 
have gone overboard) J

And to Ilana (and Josh & Syd). 
Seven years ago when I was asked to be 
on the Board, I came to you for your 
blessing. You encouraged me to pursue 
this path, to give back to the Temple I 
have known for 41 years. I am sure you 
knew the time commitment it would 
take – the hours, the late night events 
and meetings, the Shabbat mornings, 
and more. But you encouraged me 
nonetheless, and have helped me cover 
all bases (on the fields and off). All the 
while becoming an incredible leader in 
our town in your own right. I am deeply 
thankful for your love and support, for 
this and everything, now and always.

President continued from page 3
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Sisterhood 
Contributions

Honor someone’s simcha, express 
sympathy, or wish someone refuah 
shlema by making a contribution to 
Sisterhood, and a card will be sent on 
your behalf. For a minimum contribu-
tion of $10.00, you can choose from 
the Building Beautification Fund 
(BBF), Flower Fund (FF), School 
Equipment Fund (SEF), Torah Repair 
Fund (TRF), or the Women’s League 
Torah Fund Campaign (WLTF). 
JNF Tree certificates are available for 
a minimum contribution of $18.00. 
Please e-mail Deborah Brooks at 
deborahnaomi@aol.com and send 
your contribution (payable to TBI 
Sisterhood) to TBI, c/o Deborah 
Brooks.

Refuah shlema to Sheryl Gordon
Board and Officers WLTF
Sisterhood WLTF

Mazal tov to Cantor Blum on receiving 
an Honorary Doctorate of Music from 
JTS

Board and Officers WLTF
Sisterhood WLTF

Alex Himel
Certified Dog Trainer/Sitter

Veterinarian recommended
All training aspects covered
Will come to your residence
Excellent references
516-767-0747 516-633-3384
www.alexhimel.info

Old World Craftsmanship With New Age Technology

SANDS POINT
AUTO BODY, ltd.

State of the Art Facility

Phone (516)767-0471 • Fax (516)767-0978 92 S. Bayles Ave
Web: www.sandspointautobody.com Port Washington, NY 11050

TO PLACE AN AD
Contact the TBI office at
info@tbiport.org or call 

516-767-1708 x9

jJUSTIN VOLPE
516-509-2602

Justin@BMTSproductions.com
www.BMTSproductions.com

Event Production | Live Sound
Media Production | Recording
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RSVP to Gala in Honor of  
Cantor Baruch and Gerri Blum

FRIDAY NIGHT
CELEBRATE A SPECIAL SHABBAT WITH TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL

FRIDAY, MAY 18
6:30 PM
with

NAOMI 
LESS
Pray, sing & celebrate!


