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Judy and Morton Sloan  
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join them as they           
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MINYANAIRES WRAP-UP 

 

Dear Minyanaires and Congregants, 

It is good to once again be meeting for minyan in person.  I wanted 

to give a wrap-up of our donations this year.  We’ve been able to 

give to a wide variety of organizations and causes, from local to in-

ternational.  We started the year with a donation to Jewish National 

Fund/Joan Hulkower Mitzvah Project ($1,119) in loving memory of 

our dear friend Joan.   

We made a significant donation to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

($1919) in honor of Cantor Sharon Grainer, wishing her speedy re-

covery and continued good health.  This was separate from the do-

nations made by TBI congregants to the Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

for Cantor Grainer.   

Besides these two separate collections, contributions went to: 

Leket Israel  

Friends of Port Rowing, Inc. (in memory of Susan Steinberg)   

The Interfaith Nutrition Network (INN, Hempstead, NY)  

Nurturing Minds, Inc. (in honor of Marilyn Oser’s Walk for Water walk

-a-thon) 

Community Chest of Port Washington/Covid relief 

HIAS (refugee relief) 

Hillel International  

The Montana Jewish Project  

JNF/Joan Hulkower Mitzvah Project (Joan’s first yahrzeit)  

We will also be making donations this month to: 

Magen David Adom (Simone Gordon’s mitzvah project, in honor of 

Simone Gordon’s Bat Mitzvah). Thank you to Simone and Ben Gor-

don, Sunday minyan attendees when not in religious school. 

UJA Witness Project (in honor of Mia Steinberg and Aaron Damsky, 

participants of this important project for several years) 

Donation total for the year for the above list is $1,904.     The contin-

ued, amazing generosity of the minyanaires made this possible.  

The dollar or two (or more) dropped into our little tzedakah box each 

week does add up. 

You too can do a mitzvah to ensure a minyan for our congregants 

who are saying Kaddish.  Join us on Sunday mornings at 9:00 in 

person at TBI (or on Zoom), followed by breakfast, and Wednesday 

mornings at 9:00 on Zoom.  We look forward to seeing you at min-

yan,  

Nancy Feldman 

Jack Mishan, Ritual Chair 

May 2022 

We want to know! 

Share the good news.   

We want to know about good news 

happening in our community. 

If you have a simcha you would like to 

share please contact 

jcheevers@tbiport.org 

We will try our best to keep everyone in 

the know. 

 

A hearty mazel tov to   

Judith and Morton 

Sloan and their son 

David and daughter-in-

law Silvia on the          

naming of their                

granddaughter  

Vivian Sloan.   
 

A hearty mazel tov to  

Debbie and Jack    

Mishan on the         

engagement of their 

daughter Lauren  

mailto:jcheevers@tbiport.org?subject=SHARE%20MY%20SIMCHA


Gabriel Jaffe 
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Parshat: Naso 
Saturday, June 11/ 12 of Sivan 
 
Gabriel is in 7th grade at Weber Middle School. His extracurricular 

interests include Drama Club, Tenor Choir and playing trumpet in 

Jazz Band. He has always cherished performing on stage and has 

had leading roles beginning at the age of five. Gabriel’s favorite role 

was playing Captain Hook. His most    recent performance was in 

All Shook Up at Weber. 

  

Gabriel also enjoys playing basketball with his teammates in the 

PYA league, going to amusement parks, the beach, and movies.  

He LOVES to spend time with his extended family, friends, and dog 

Chewie. 
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Shabbos Goyim To the Rescue; Let There Be 
Light, And There Was Light, Thanks to the 
Neighborhood Good Shabbos Goy. 
 
By Mark A. Schneider, 
TBI Past President & TBI Tablet Editor-at-Large. 

    When former Secretary of State,    

former Joint Chiefs of Staff and Bronx-

raised Colin Powell passed away last 

year, his honorable government and  

military career was well-documented.  

 

    But I also recalled his extensive Jew-

ish ties.  The former General lived in a 

Jewish neighborhood in the Bronx and 

learned Yiddish working as a teenager in 

a Jewish-owned store. He even had a 

Yiddish conversation with Israeli Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Shamir.  Secretary 

Powell met the then-Prime Minister and 

is said to have welcomed the surprised 

Shamir with “mir kenen redn              

Yiddish.” (“We can speak Yiddish!”).   

 

    What’s more, Colin Powell loved  

earning quarters turning off synagogue 

lights as the Shabbos Goy!  Yes, the 

former Secretary of State, along with 

many other names that might surprise 

you, was one of the infamous Shabbos 

Goyim.     

 

    A brief definition: Shabbat as we know 

is the Jewish day of rest, with numerous 

restrictions and guidelines that help to 

define the holiness (and restfulness) of 

the day. Those who are Orthodox or reli-

giously observant will make sure every-

thing is prepared in advance meaning no 

cooking, or using electricity like turning 

on air conditioners or portable heaters 

for example (My Borough Park Brooklyn 

Grandmother unfortunately always left 

the stove on all Shabbat).  The Shabbos 

Goy is traditionally a non-Jew who is 

asked or designated to perform tasks or 

functions during Shabbat that a Jew  

cannot perform. For many Jews, the 

Shabbos Goy is an indispensable part of 

the Shabbat experience.   

 

    So for example, while anyone can be 

a Shabbos Goy, some like Colin Powell, 

have really stood out.  So has the King 

of Rock & Roll Elvis Presley, to name 

another.  As a teenager in Memphis,  

Elvis served as the Shabbos Goy for his 

upstairs neighbors, Rabbi Alfred and 

Jeannette Fruchter. After he became 

“the King,”  they reunited at a concert 

where Elvis introduced Alfred as “my 

Rabbi.” 

 

    For 24 years, Thurgood Marshall was 

an Associate Justice of the Supreme 

Court. A lawyer who wound up working 

for the Justice recalled being interviewed 

for a position noting that he would not be 

available on Saturdays and Jewish holi-

days. “Sukkot, Shemini Atzeret and Sim-

chat Torah,” said Justice Marshall. “How 

did you know that” questioned the lawyer 

to which the Justice said, “I grew up in a 

Jewish neighborhood in Baltimore. In 

fact, I made some money by turning off 

lights in their homes on Friday nights.” 

 

    About a decade before he was elect-

ed President, Barack Obama shared an 

Illinois State Senate office with Ira Silver-

stein. He would question Silverstein 

about Orthodox and Kosher restrictions 

on daily life especially concerning the 

Sabbath.  “On the Sabbath, if I ever 

needed anything, Barack would always 

offer,” remembers Silverstein. “Some of 

the doors are electric, so he would offer 

to open them … I didn’t expect that.”  

 Former Vice President Al Gore 

offered former vice presidential candi-

date and Senator Joe Liberman the use 

of his parents apartment on Shabbos 

when they were away. Liberman recalled 

that Gore turned on the lights and then 

turned off the lights when he left, adding 

“I have had one of the prominent Shab-

bos goyim in the whole world!” 

 

    Future President Harry S Truman was 

very close to a Jewish family that lived 

next door to the Truman family in Inde-

pendence, Missouri.  “Harry was always 

over at our house,” said the neighbor’s 

daughter who added that on the Sab-

bath, when observant Jews could not do 

household chores, “Harry served as the 

Shabbos Goy.”   

 

    Governor Mario Cuomo once ex-

plained that he owed his understanding 

of the needs of the Orthodox to his child-

hood growing up in Hollis Queens where 

he said that he served as a Shabbos 

Goy for a synagogue up the street from 

a grocery store owned by his parents.   

 

    Journalist Pete Hamill grew up in 

Brooklyn.  One time at a lecture that in-

cluded former Mayor Ed Koch, Hamill 

said “I became the Shabbos Goy at the 

synagogue. So every Saturday morning, 

I would go in, on my way to Holy Name 

Church, with my surplice (a white linen 

vestment) on my arm and I would do 

whatever the rabbi would ask me to do 

— turn on the gas stove, whatever — 

and there would be a dime on the shelf 

at the front door, which he wouldn’t 

touch, and off I’d go.” 
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...Mark Schneider continued 

 

 Comedian Jay Leno growing up 
in New Rochelle said he served as a 
Shabbos Goy helping his “neighbors shut 
things on and off, including flipping light 
switches and adjusting the thermostats.” 
And in return, Leno said  “on Christmas, 
they’d run errands and do things for us.” 

    One could say that each of these 
Shabbos Goyim learned by the book — a 
living textbook taught by friends and 
neighbors.  But if one is looking for an 
actual textbook—yes, there’s a book 
called “Every Goy’s Guide To Common 
Jewish Expressions,” written by Arthur 
Naiman. It proves you don’t have to be 
Jewish to learn about what makes us the 
chosen ones. For example, on the subject 
of Hanukkah, the book is an education in 
everything from Menorahs to latkes to 
dreidels.  

   There’s also a book by Jacob Katz titled 
The “Shabbes Goy” A Study in Halakhic 
Flexibility.  “The Shabbos Goy” is even 
the title of an award-winning short movie 
as well as a cute song, sung to the tune 
of “Soldier Boy,” the classic Shirelles 
oldie.  

    Questions or comments? Please email 

me (but of course not on Shabbos) at 

copymark@gmail.com or mar-

kaschn@optonline.net.  Shabbat Shalom 

to all and have a happy, healthy summer.

   

 
 

mailto:copymark@gmail.com


Simchas and Condolences 

The Adult Ed Fund: 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish their sincere 

condolences to the Cotumaccio family on 

the loss of Adam's beloved mother,     

Bette Wood. 

Allison and Jon White wish their sincere 

condolences to the Cotumaccio family on 

the loss of Adam's beloved mother,      

Bette Wood. 

 

The BAM Fund (be a mensch): 

Susan, Richard, and Jonathan Levin in 

loving memory of Isadore Levin, beloved 

father and grandfather. 

Steven Emmett in loving memory of his 

beloved aunt, Sady Green. 

Amy and David Kornblau wish sincerest 

condolences to Aren and George Tung 

on the loss of Albert Dicker. 

Lissa and Seth Hulkower wish sincerest 

condolences to Eleanor and Alex Himel 

on the loss of Victor Himel. 

Letty and Jerry Roberts in loving memory 

of Victor Himel 

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch in loving 

memory of Victor Himel. 

 

The Building Fund:  

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish their sincere 

condolences to the Cotumaccio family on 

the loss of Adam's beloved mother,     

Bette Wood. 

Allison and Jon White wish their sincere 

condolences to the Cotumaccio family on 

the loss of Adam's beloved mother,     

Bette Wood. 

Barbara Taffet in honor of                            

Karen Bernstein. 

Susanne and Seth Diamond in loving 

memory of Roslyn Diamond, beloved 

mother of Seth. 

 

 

  

Doris and Mark Novick wish their sincere 

condolences to the Cotumaccio family on 

the loss of Adam's beloved mother,      

Bette Wood. 

Donation in loving memory of Victor 

Himel, a wonderful neighbor and friend 

since 1979. Lynn and Bill Dinner 

Shelley Strauss in honor of Gail and Mark 

Mancher receiving the Kehillah Kedoshah 

award. 

 

The Kiddush Lunch Fund: 

Letty & Jerry Roberts in honor of Emma 

Robert's graduation from Connecticut 

College and acceptance into the         

Columbia School of Nursing program.  

 

The Library Fund: 

Susan, Richard, and Jonathan Levin in 

loving memory of Howard Levin, beloved 

brother and uncle. 

Susan, Richard, and Jonathan Levin in 

loving memory of Jesse Menzer, beloved 

father and grandfather. 

In honor of Fern and Hersh Cohen, mazel 

tov on your well-deserved honor. Marcia 

and Jerry Kirschenbaum 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 

condolences to the Cotumaccio family on 

the loss of Adam's beloved mother      

Bette Wood. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish a 

hearty Mazel Tov to Rabbi Perlman and 

family on the marriage of her daughter 

Hannah to Elisha Fine. 

We are looking forward to celebrating 

with you on June 12th. Janet and Barry 

Boxer. 

Heartfelt condolences to Eleanor Himel 

and family on the passing of our beloved 

congregant Victor Himel. Beth Hisler and 

Bob Epstein. 

Deepest condolences to Aren Tung and 

family on the passing of her beloved    

father Albert Dicker. Beth Hisler and Bob 

Epstein. 

Carolyn Lippman in loving memory of 

Victor Himel 

Gail and Mark Mancher in loving memory 

of Victor Himel 

Lisa and Lane Palmer and family wish 

deepest condolences to Eleanor and Alex 

Himel on the loss of Victor Himel. He will 

be missed. 

 

The Preschool Fund: 

Happy Birthday Callan! Love, Zeke    

Morris. 

Happy Birthday Madeline! Love, Zeke 

Morris. 

Doris and Mark Novick wish sincerest 

condolences to Eleanor and Alex Himel 

on the loss of Victor Himel. 

 

The Rabbi’s Discretionary 

Fund Rabbi Mishkin: 

With sincere condolences to the          

Cotumaccio family on the loss of Adam's 

beloved mother, Bette Wood. The Popper 

family. 

The Gindi family in loving memory of   

Eileen & Herb Saperstein. 

The Bracha and Charney families in    

loving memory of Frances Silverberg, 

beloved mother of Ronnie Charney. 

Amy and David Kornblau wish mazel tov 

to Judy and Morton Sloan on the birth of 

their granddaughter Viviane Sloan. 

Amy and David Kornblau wish sincerest 

condolences to Eleanor and Alex Himal 

on the loss of Victor Himel. 

Suzanne and Peter Grabiner wish       

sincerest condolences to Aren and 

George Tung on the loss of Albert Dicker. 

Rita Shumsky in loving memory of her 

beloved father, Jacob Shumsky 

Susan and Steven Rubin in loving 

memory of Susan's beloved mother, 

Florabelle Robinson. 
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Sisterhood  Contributions 
Honor someone's simcha, express sympathy, or wish 

someone refuah shlema by making a contribution to Sis-
terhood, and a card will be sent on your behalf.  For a 

minimum contribution of $10.00, you can choose from the 
Building Beautification Fund (BBF), Flower Fund (FF), 

School Equipment Fund (SEF), Torah Repair Fund (TRF), 
or the Women's League Torah Fund Campaign 

(WLTF).  JNF Tree certificates are available for a mini-
mum contribution of $18.00.  Please e-mail Deborah 

Brooks at deborahnaomi@aol.com and send your contri-
bution (payable to TBI Sisterhood) to TBI, c/o Deborah 

Brooks. 

  
  

Sincere condolences to Adam Cotumaccio for the 
loss of his beloved mother, Bette Wood 

Board and Officers WLTF 

Sisterhood WLTF 
  

Sincere condolences to Eleanor Himel on the 
loss of her beloved husband Victor Himel, to Alex 
Himel on the loss of his beloved father, and to all 
of TBI on the loss of our beloved long-time TBI 
congregant 
Board and Officers WLTF 

Sisterhood WLTF 
  
 

Sincere condolences to Jeffrey Schor for the loss 
of his beloved mother, Monica Schor 

Board and Officers WLTF 

Sisterhood WLTF 
 
 

Mazal tov to Halona Gropper and David Jaffe on 
their son Gabriel becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

Board and Officers WLTF 

Sisterhood WLTF 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Mishkin: 

Susan and Gerald Horn in loving memory of    

Susan's beloved mother Nettie Jaslow. 

Judith and Morton Sloan wish sincere              

condolences to Eleanor and Alex Himel on the 

loss of Victor Himel, beloved husband and father. 

In honor of Rabbi Mike and Rabbi Perlman and 

the entire TBI family: "thank you for all of your 

love, kindness and support over the years, and 

especially recently." Love The Jacobson Family 

Harriet Englander sending thoughts of gratitude to 

TBI and the community. 

Suzanne and Peter Grabiner wish sincere       

condolences to Jeff Schor and family on the loss 

of his beloved mother, Monica Schor. 

 

The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Rabbi Perlman: 

Suzanne and Peter Grabiner wish a hearty mazel 

tov to Rabbi Perlman and her family on Hannah's 

marriage to Elisha Fine.  

The Religious School Fund: 

Mazel tov to our grandson Gabriel Jaffe and 

Halona and David on the occasion of your Bar 

Mitzvah. Love, your grandma and grandpa Jaffe  

mailto:deborahnaomi@aol.com



