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TBI Together Again 
Now more than ever, the importance of community and supporting each other 

has become clear. It is also more important than ever that we come together to 

support our TBI Family and enable our Congregation to thrive.  

While we were disappointed to cancel the in-person Gala portion of the event 

this year, the safety of our staff, participants, supporters, and the community is 

our priority. An essential part of our annual budget is raised through this essential 

fundraising event, and we are grateful for your continued support. 

In addition to your ticket(s), we invite you to honor your family, friends, or neigh-

bors with a special shout out in our Digital Spring Journal. Your additional dona-

tion towards an ad this year can be a show of appreciation, congratulations, or 

celebration – whatever you choose for whomever you choose!                                                           

Click here to Learn More 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86130755874?
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/281295314
https://www.tbiport.org/tbi-celebration
https://www.tbiport.org/tbi-celebration
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If anyone had told us a year ago we would be in a pandemic and that in 
this country 100,000 people were going to die we probably would have 
said – “That’s impossible.”  Well now we could probably agree that it 
was possible and we are still living this nightmare. 

When bad things like this pandemic happen wonderful people respond 
and it helps shine a light on the goodness in the world. 

 

Since March when we could no longer be physically at the Temple 
every effort has been made to keep us safe and stay connected to you, 
our valued members, in a variety of ways. 

 

We all learned to Zoom so we could: 

 

Be at services, pray and see our friends. 

 

Go to Shiva Minyans and support congregants who have lost loved ones. 

 

Schmooze with the Rabbi or play the “Not So Newly Wed Game” with TBI’s young families. 

 

Attend zoom classes with Dr. Annette Kasle and Rabbi Sharyn Perlman. 

 

To keep our community together, “The TBI Neighbor Network” was created and 40 people        
immediately volunteered to help shop and do errands for congregants who were self-isolating. Our 
Board of Trustee members called our congregants to say hello and to see if all was well. 

 

High Holidays 

 

We don’t know what the situation will be for the High Holidays.  We are looking at all scenarios 
including Zooming, Live Streaming or some hybrid.  While it would be wonderful to all be together 
in our beautiful sanctuary the health of all is paramount in the planning. 

 

TBI Together Again 

 

Our next important fundraiser would have been our Gala.  Since we can’t do that in person we will 
be having a virtual celebration on Sunday, June 28 at 5pm. Join us for TBI Together Again: Spring 
Celebration and Feel Good Connection. See your friends, make a special L’Chaim with the       
Rabbi Mishkin.  Please make every effort to attend and to donate, we want to stay connected. As 
John Teeger, always says the Temple depends on your voluntary contributions. I’ll see you then! 

 

Continuing Our Work During this Pandemic 

 

Our Executive Board and Board of Trustees continued to meet frequently in the past months    
reviewing our finances and staffing needs 

We applied and received a SBA PPP Cares Loan to help us through this difficult financial time. 
While we had to reduce salaries 25% and furlough 6 employees, the loan has helped us bring back 
our employees and return salaries to the original level.  

We continue to look to raising money to retire the mortgage. We have collected over $700,000 of 
our current $1.2 M mortgage. The Covid-19 crisis caused us to pivot and we are now looking to pay 
down the existing mortgage to reduce monthly expenses. 

The “Emergency Preparedness Committee” will now convene with the goal of reopening TBI.  

The “Strategic Planning Committee” will reconvene and start looking at what our priorities will be for 
the coming year as we mange in the “new normal.” 

 

Thank you to our Kehillah 
Our community, our Kehillah, does not exist without many 
people.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank them 
for their efforts and contributions in keeping us together. 

 

Thank you, Rabbi Mishkin for leading us in services, being 
on Zoom for us and officiating at funerals.  For phoning our 
Congregants who are in need when they are sick or have 
lost loved ones.  

 

Thank you Cantor Grainer for leading us in services, teaching the learners in the Religious School 
tropes and Tefillah, and teaching our B’nai Mitzvah candidates. 

 

Thank you Cathy Seldin for all you do for TBI.  You were paramount for getting us the PPP loan 
and finishing up the beautiful new multipurpose space. 

 

Thank you, Julie Cheevers for being your wonderful self and doing everything from home. 

 

Thank you, Anya Morgulis who hit the ground running and hasn’t stopped to make our Religious 
School a wonderful learning experience.  Thank you to our dedicated teachers who went right to 
Zoom to provide continuity for the learner.  Thank you Dale Gindi for stepping in when Adina went 
and had beautiful baby Coby. 

 

Thank you, Diana Snaider who continues to innovate so wonderfully to educate our children in the 
preschool.  Thank you to our wonderful teachers and assistants who sent their love of teaching the 
children via Zoom and home visits.  

 

Thank you, Narvin Kahn who calls TBI his second home and it shows by the many ways he cares 
for the Temple. All of the kids know him through the tours he gives the preschool children. It’s so 
wonderful to watch him dazzle with his secret steps and magic lift that goes to the ceiling in the 
social hall. 
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Thank you, TBI Executive Board who help make the hard decisions: David Cooper, Helene Hechtkopf, 

Louis Silfin, Andrew Silver, Eden Kasle, Susan Levin, Steve Castar, Jon Teeger, David Volpe and 

Adina Kay Gross. 

 

Thank you, to the Board of Trustees for their support, encouragement and continuing to assist with the 

process of running our synagogue.  Thank you to those who served on the Board and are now       

leaving: Eric Lituchy, Adina Kay Gross, Eden Kasle, Sheryl Gordon, Halona Jaffee, Laura Landau, 

Michael Smolow, Allison White and Jon Brooks. 

 

Thank you, Adam Smith for creating the TBI Neighbor Network and the 40 people who volunteered. 

 

Thank you, Annette and Dan Kasle for making the video of Staff and Trustees – How Sweet You Are! 

 

Thank you, Jon White for being involved in so many ways.  Capital Campaign, Multipurpose Room, 
Finance Committee.  Always there if help is needed. 

 

Thank you, Dan Kasle for your continued involvement from Preschool to the Finance Committee. 

 

Thank you, Matt Engel who is always available when I call on him. 

 

Thank you, David Kornblau because he cares and he’s on the Finance Committee. 

 

Thank you, Andy Abramowitz for chairing the Search Committee this year. 

 

Thank you, Sheryl Gordon and Jack Mishan for helping to make Sunday and Wednesday morning 
minyans a virtual reality.  Jack Mishan, Jack Genicoff, Hilton Silver, Burt Taffet, and Eden Kasle for 
leading us in prayer. Sheryl Gordon for reading Torah. 

 

Most of all thank you to our members for supporting all of our efforts.  Without you there is no TBI. I’ve 
said it before; you are a most warm and generous congregation.  

 

Stay safe, wash your hands! 

B’Shalom 

Rita 

Welcome New Board Members 

Making the decision to serve on the Board at Temple Beth Israel is not an easy one.             
The community thanks you for your commitment to become a synagogue leader.  

Executive VP - David Cooper 

VP Education Religious School - Jenny Markman 

VP Education Preschool  - Debi Gewirtz 

Corresponding Secretary - Jack Mishan 

Trustee - Ed Friedman 

Thank you to our continuing Board Members. 

VP Ritual - David Volple 

VP Administration - Louis Silfin 

VP Membership - Helene Hechtkopf 

Treasurer - Andrew Silver 

Financial Secretary  - Susan Levin 

 

             Trustees :     

 

 

 

        

 

Sisterhood  Co Presidents - Alisa Schindler and Michelle Mondschein 

Men’s Club President - Michael Nerenberg 

Immediate Past President - Matt Engel 

Jen Latner 

Mark Fridman 

Lane Palmer 

Leslie Naschek 

Adam Smith 

 Alan Doubert     Ed Friedman 

 Scott Tashlik    Steve Castar 

   Jill Mellow  
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So come on, lighten up. At least that’s one 
thought that can hopefully help a little to 
take you through these difficult days—and 
long months.  No joke—until there’s a well-
tested 100% vaccine, perhaps the best 
‘shot in the arm’ now is simply to stay 
home, look to the light side and laugh.  But 
first...I  just moved my mezuzah from the 
front door to my refrigerator because     
nowadays it’s the only door I can still safely 

open!  

Seriously (!), during 
these trying times, 
there’s no shortage 
of people looking to 
humor us. The 
“mahvelous” Long 
Beach Bar Mitzvah 
boy and classic  

comedian Billy Crystal recently created a 
comedic mahjong-learning virtual video 
message for the senior citizen residents at 
the Hebrew Home at Riverdale, because 
according to their executive director, 
“laughter is the best medicine.” Billy Crystal 
was also entertainingly part of a so-called 
live virtual L’Chaim honoring the first     
responders working to protect us during the 
Covid-19 crisis. It was just one of a number 
of telethon-type fund raisers by a number of 
comic entertainers held during this         
pandemic.   

By the way, here’s a little charity fundraising 
trivia history for you.  Do you know who 
hosted the very first celebrity televised fund
-raising telethon? It was hosted on NBC 
back in 1949 by “Harlem born Mendel    
Berlinger, aka “Mr. Television” himself,  
Milton Berle.  

Another Long Islander, Massapequa-raised 
and comedy legend Jerry Seinfeld was      
entertaining us most recently on Netflix with 
his new stand-up special titled “23 Hours to 
Kill.”  It was filmed —just  before the         
Coronavirus  hit — in front of a live studio 
audience. And speaking of “live studio      
audiences,” as 
I write these 
words, who 
knows when 
there will be 
audiences to 
laugh through 
comic perfor-
mances. Which 
is one reason 
I’m watching 
the home   
editions of some of the late night TV talk 
show stars.  In all cases, the opening   
monologues of CBS’ Stephan Colbert and 
James Corden, NBC’s Jimmy Fallon and  
Seth Meyers, ABC’s Jimmy Kimmel and 
even HBO’s Bill Maher seem to make light 
of some of the difficult situations we all find 
ourselves trying to work through. Fortunate-
ly, all the toilet paper jokes have already 
been flushed away.  I actually find these 
“homey shows” somewhat comforting. 
While the big studio production values are 
missing, it’s nice to see these and many of 
the other hunker-down-at home TV types 
come across in a reassuring way. For many 
of us now, the comedy we need now is 
being brought to us in living color, from 
book-lined basements, attics and living 
rooms.  The three at-home editions of 
NBC’s Saturday Night Live will no doubt be 
judged positively in years to come for their 
comfort and reassuring creativity.   

Obviously the too many listings and pages 
of obituaries are nothing to laugh at, but 
reading The New York Times obit about 
Jerry Stiller “who drew long laughs for this 
short fuse” reinforced just how talented this 
comic actor was. From Seinfeld’s Frank 
Costanza character shouting “festivus for 
the rest of us” to his precious long-time Ed 
Sullivan TV performances and advertising 
spokes-characters with his wife Ann Meara, 
Jerry Stiller kept us “married to laughter.” 

Of course, it’s not just TV that’s helping us 
look at the lighter side. 

Leave it to the 
magazines like 
the New Yorker to 
showcase       
cartoons with a 
coronavirus twist.  
Making light of 
well, just about 
everything from 
wearing colorful 
masks to admir-
ing artistic hand sanitizer.   

While there are no in-person theatrical       
performances right now —not to mention all 
the other live events that are on pause—
thanks to the online world, we can search 
out lighter ways to ease through these 
times.  Zoom on over to a repeat of the 
celebrity charity event titled Saturday Night 
Seder, for example. Then there’s the     
talented Randy Rainbow’s highly           
entertaining “Fiddler on the  Roof” Tradition 
take-off. Stand-up comics are online.  The 
Great Big Jewish Food Fest   recently had 
journalist and author David Sax interview 
entertaining (yes, entertaining) deli owners 
to find out how their businesses are coping. 
Try to catch the interview with Houston Deli 
Man Ziggy Gruber. Perhaps 4th generation 
Russ & Daughters owner Niki Russ     
Federman said it best:  “Humor is going to 
get us through all this.” Perhaps a dose of 
deli can be also just what the doctor       
ordered! 

I also recently received a message from 
one of the comedy booking agents asking 
for my help in scheduling a “virtual/Zoom 
synagogue comedy fundraising show,” It 
brought back fun and fond Temple Beth 
Israel memories, especially as I searched 
out, and found, one of the TBI Cultural Arts 
Catskills Comedy show posters from 14 
years ago!  

This whole scenario is raising a few inter-
esting questions (and their lighter answers) 
Q: Why do they call this the novel corona-
virus? A: It’s a long story. Q: Why don't 
chefs find coronavirus jokes funny? A: 
They're in bad taste. Q: What happens if 
you tell a coronavirus joke now? A: You 
have to wait two weeks to see if you got it.  
Q: What types of jokes are allowed during 
quarantine? A: Inside jokes! 

All kidding aside, without question, no mat-
ter how you look at all this, a  daily dose of      
comedic medicine can be the perfect        
prescription. 

Stay safe. Stay strong. Stay connected. 
And have a good laugh everyday.        
Questions or comedy comments?  Please 
email me at copymark@gmail.com.  

 

Humor Me: The Comedy We Need Now is a “Shot in the Arm” Prescription of Well 

Washed Laughs and Virtual Jokes.  

By Mark A. Schneider,                                                                                                                                             

TBI Past President & TBI Tablet Editor-at-Large.  

Let There Be Laughter. After all, we can all use some Good Humor right now. 
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By: Anya Margulis 

What a remarkable community I feel so fortunate to be a part 
of.  As this year of learning comes to a close, I’m overwhelmed 
with gratitude.  Our learners came together on Zoom with their 
families to mark this time and celebrate.  We all wore party hats, 
or had streamers, or    balloons.  We blessed our snacks,        
because what is a party without snacks?  And we really celebrat-
ed.  We celebrated ourselves, for showing up, even when we 
were tired, had too much    homework, or just didn’t feel like 
it.  We celebrated our teachers, who care so deeply about their 
learners and strive to share content in exciting new ways.  We 
celebrated the families, who chose to make TBI a priority in their 
homes and on their way.  And of course, we celebrated all that 
was taught and learned in this year. 

What did we learn in a year?  We learned and practiced our 
Hebrew letters, reading, and understanding.  We learned and    
celebrated each holiday with new foods, new blessings, and new 
ideas.  We learned tefillot, and demonstrated our new skills 
during beautiful Shabbat gatherings.  We learned about Israel 
with games and songs.  We learned Torah stories, about our 
Jewish ancestors, and the    history of our people.  But for me, 
the thing that felt most important was that we learned that no 
matter what, we are a  community. 

In our first Zoom session, our learners spoke about what it means 
to be a community.  There were many answers about geography, 
common interests, shared ideas.  All of these things are    im-
portant, and we have them all and more.  We share a goal of 
wanting to   support one another, of going out of our way to show 
that we care.  Seeing the learners' faces each session on Zoom 
highlighted that each learner is such an important part of our 
community, and it simply wouldn’t be the same without each of 
them, and each of their families, and each individual member of 
TBI.  We all bring something special and important to this com-
munity that truly feels much more like a family.  We are all whole 
selves,  entering the world in a unique way. 

May the way we continue to enter the world be in peace and love, 
and with    Jewish knowledge and pride.  May our learners 
continue to light the way for us with their resilience and 
strength.  And may we continue to lean on each other, as family 
does, and weather the world together. 

I’d also like to add a special thank you to Rabbi Mishkin, Cantor 
Grainer, Cathy Seldin, Diana Snaider, and Rita Shumsky for 
welcoming me so warmly onto their team.   

Thank you to Mary Boltz for keeping me on track and being my 
cheerleader.  Thank you to my incredible educators who are 
always so willing to try whatever I throw their way and for nurtur-
ing our learners so lovingly.  Thank you to the search committee 
who only 10 months ago met me and decided to give me a 
try.  Thank you to the many, many parents who read my emails, 
gave me feedback, answered my calls, and helped in so many 
ways.  And a very heartfelt thank you to Adina Kay-Gross and 
Dale Gindi for the overwhelming number of hours spent with me 
listening, supporting, brainstorming, proofreading, encouraging, 
and sparking joy.  I am overflowing with gratitude. 

Todah Rabah Anya! 

By Dale Gindi and Adina Kay-Gross 

Here is an excerpt from remarks Dale Gindi read at the Religious 

School end of year celebration.  

The first time Anya visited TBI, she led a family program about 
books, “Sefer in Hebrew” - she explained.  The activity was 
meant to be meaningful for young children and adults, and indeed 
it was.  There were layers of intention in that program, much like 
in all the programming that Anya has brought to TBI this year. 
While we could never have imagined the events this year has 
delivered us, Anya's determination, innovation, creativity, warmth 
and commitment to acting with intention has not wavered. 

We are so thankful to Anya for bringing such amazing energy, 
programs, and innovations into our school program and commu-
nity. She began the year with Pine Street Park meet-ups,       
Zman Ivrit (differentiated Hebrew learning) and Trope Boot Camp 
(for 5th & 6th graders to learn Haftarah trope with Cantor Grain-
er).   We are thankful to her for partnering with teachers to en-
hance lessons, and collaborating with Jewish educational leaders 
beyond the walls of TBI, to build a more robust curriculum for the 
future.  We are thankful that Anya has made it her goal to also 
partner with parents.  Together, with an engaged Parent Educa-
tion Committee, Anya and her partners brought us three wonder-
ful Religious School Shabbatot, complete with time for parents to 
engage with one another, and activities for learners after ser-
vices. Anya also planned and executed a special interactive 
Sukkot program, and worked with the TBI team to provide a 
memorable community-wide Hanukkah celebration, including an 
a cappella concert. In March, just before everything changed, 
Anya led a fun and celebratory Purim Shpiel and evening of kid-
friendly Purim activities. 
Being part of a team is important to Anya, and all those who have 
worked with her know this.  Anya has implemented faculty learn-
ing through shared readings, and has supported her faculty by 
encouraging their own leadership.  A sign of a true educator, 
Anya knows there is always more to learn, and that reflection is a 
valuable part of every day. We thank her for her effort, for the 
initiatives we know about, and for all the behind-the-scenes work 
she has done.  

March, everything changed. It was sudden, unplanned and not 
our choice to suddenly be distanced from one another, Anya 
jumped into action to prepare teachers, families, and students for 
distance learning.  She created a shared community resource of 
activities in the early days of the stay-at-home order. She kicked 
off the new Religious School online curriculum with a lesson, in 
which learners were encouraged to share their ideas of communi-
ty. She re-imagined Kitah Gimel’s weekly Havdalah service, and 
encouraged Gimel teachers to lead Havdalah on Zoom. And on 
May 30th, a Shavuot-Shabbat morning service the  students of 
Kitah Zayin will be reading Torah for the community.  Her ideas 
and determination are refreshing and still wholly intentional, even 
in the pandemic landscape.  

 

We are grateful that Anya continues to provide resources, via her 
regular and cheerful email communication, for families to connect 
to Judaism and Jewish holidays, such as Passover, Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, and Israeli Independence Day. Weekly 
emails often include video links to fun vignettes, recipes, songs 
and other meaningful ways to engage, in addition to Zoom links 
for weekly classes for students.  

Anya has continued to engage with our Madrichim to consider 

how they may stay connected to our families and students in the 

virtual world, too. Anya also provided important support for the 

first TBI Zoom Bat Mitzvah. A few other recent initiatives include 

working on an intergenerational, virtual pen pal program, holding 

a virtual “Drop in with Anya” for parents, and a virtual “drop off” at 

Religious School, so parents could connect before Zoom classes 

started.  She has also encouraged, and participated in, Zoom 

Friday night Shabbat experiences, designed for students and 

their families to come together. 

If you have not had the pleasure of getting to know Anya or 

working with her yet, find a way to get involved.  You won’t regret 

it! 

Anya, for all you have done, and continue to imagine and do 

for our community, we thank you. 
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Hannah Brooks 
Confirmation Speech 
 
Shabbat Shalom!  I had planned to begin my Confirmation speech with a remark about 
how it was three years and ten days ago - or three years and two weeks ago, depending 
on which calendar you’re using - that I stood on “this very Bima” to experience my first 
Shabbat as a Bat Mitzvah. But, the Coronavirus has proven itself as having a knack for 
altering airtight plans, epitomized by the fact that “this Bima” now translates to “my dining 
room table.”  Nevertheless, in the spirit of “the show must go on,” I would still like to stick 
to my script and tell you all about the most noteworthy Shabbats in my life.  Now, before I 

go on, I must point out that my Bat Mitzvah was certainly the most meaningful Shabbat I’ve experienced to date, as it is 
supposed to be; however, the Shabbats I want to share with you became memorable not by what they were predetermined 
to be, but by what they ended up being.   

 
First of all, it’s important to say that I can count on one hand the number of weeks in my life I haven’t celebrated 

Shabbat, either with my family or my friends.  It’s always been an important and love-filled part of my life, and one I look 
forward to - especially my mom’s Friday Night Chicken and quinoa, a staple in the Brooks household.  So, the first Shabbat I 
just have to mention is every Shabbat I’ve ever had at my house, my grandparent’s houses, and everywhere in between.. . . 
And, finally, [here is] the piece de resistance, the gold-medal-winning Shabbos.  It takes place once a year, at least for me, 
atop a snowy hill in a crowded cabin.  There’s barely room to rise or sit during the service, and everyone’s feet are sore.  But, 
for twenty minutes, a once-in-a-lifetime congregation is created.  Yes, it’s Ski Shul!  Ski Shul, as it’s lovingly nicknamed, is 
every Friday at 4:00, off a certain blue run at Deer Valley, a ski mountain in Utah.  My family and I have gone skiing there 
nearly every year of my life, and we definitely have the Ski Shul memories to prove it.  The log cabin that houses Ski Shul is 
multi-purpose, but on Friday afternoons, it dons an Israeli flag and welcomes visitors into the inviting sight of a minyan.  Once 
you get your skis off you enter the cabin, which is chock full of folding chairs. . .  No one forced anyone to attend Ski 
Shul.  After all, most who go to Ski Shul are on a ski vacation, and could be spending their Friday afternoons doing a number 
of other activities.  But, instead, they gather, as my family and I do, in Sunset Cabin, to pray, to sing, to be a part of some-
thing larger than themselves.  This might sound silly, but—for me—standing in the middle of a large group of people who 
were at once are strangers and “brothers,” with everyone singing Debbie Freidman’s Mi Sheberach, was one of the most 
powerful Jewish experiences of my life.  Judaism, as proven by a mish-mash group of skiers on a Friday afternoon, has the 
power to connect people from all walks of life with a melody, a prayer, or a message.  The Jewish sense of community, from 
Biblical times to today, has acted as a sort of secret language, an invisible thread, that has the unequivocal ability to make a 
Jew feel at home, no matter where in the world they are.          

 
We are, supposedly, living in a time where being “alone together” has become the new normal.  Luckily for me, 

and for us, I guess, Jews are experts at this.  The world is facing the diaspora well-known to Jews for centuries.  If you think 
about it, that is, in my mind, a defining characteristic of Judaism.  We don’t have a papacy, a sole unifying force for the 
religion.  Our unifying force is within us, and (just as the rest of the world is learning), we just have to find that force in order 
to connect with others, no matter how far from home, or how “alone,” we are.  Be they in Massachusetts, over the internet, or 
in a cabin on a ski mountain, “home” for the Jewish people, or, at least for this Jewish person, is not a place but a people, a 
community.  Our Confirmation is certainly a unique one.  Mia, Aaron, and I had our last few months of Hebrew High School 
via Zoom, and I don’t think any of us would have wished for these circumstances.  However, they happen to prove my point 
perfectly.  Why do I love being Jewish?  Because the “profound Jewish experiences” in my life, the special Shabbats, can 
literally take place anywhere, so long as I have love in my heart and the knowledge of the Jewish community in my 
head.  Traditions can vary, time zones can too, but Shabbat will always be there, no matter where I go - a rock, a unifier, a 
comforting familiarity, an exemplary demonstration of Jewish community.   

 
 

Aaron Damsky 
Confirmation Speech 
 
Tonight, I want to talk about how I have grown as a Jewish adult, have felt more connected to Juda-

ism, and become more proud of being Jewish. While reflecting on some of the most important Jewish 

experiences in my life, I realized that each of them is connected to a symbol. 

 
The first symbol I would like to talk about are shabbat candles. When 
I was first born, my parents would light shabbat candles, and as a toddler, I remember that I would 
join them, bringing in shabbat with the circling of hands. After a while, my parents stopped lighting the 
Shabbat candles . . .A few months after Caroline was born, Hanukkah arrived, and we were lighting 
the Hanukkah candles. As we lit the candles, I waved my hands over them, signaling the 

start of Shabbat -- although it was not Shabbat. Thereafter, my parents decided to resume the prac-
tice of lighting Shabbat candles, and for the most part, we have continued this tradition ever since. 
Through this Jewish symbol, I have celebrated and practiced Judaism – in a meaningful way and on 
a weekly basis -- throughout my lifetime. 
 
The next thing I would like to talk about is my experience at Camp 

Ramah in the Berkshires. I started going there the summer before I was going into 3rd grade. At Camp Ramah, right from the 
get go, I was exposed to many new and different Jewish practices These include going to Shacharit morning services, every 
morning, saying Birkat HaMazon after every meal, and going to Shabbat services every Shabbos. 
 
One of the symbols that defines this chapter in my life is a yarmulke, because at every meal and at every service, I needed to 
wear a head covering. My camp experience overall has introduced me to Jewish people who 

are more observant than me, and provided me a sense of Jewish pride, which will stick with me for the rest of my life. This 
pride comes from the fact that at camp, we engage in all sorts of activities through a Jewish lens, we’re surrounded by Jew-
ish values, and we feel the power of Jewish community.  
 
This next symbol may seem a little bit strange and that is a swastika. 
As many of you know, towards the end of 2019, and at the beginning of 

2020, there was an increase in the number of anti-Semitic incidents and hate crimes in the Tri-State area. Now, as these 
were going on, I had the 
privilege to be a part of the Witness Project, (as Mia spoke about).  Witness Project is an amazing program, sponsored by 
UJA-Federation.  It enables a group of teens to get together weekly to meet with, and get to know many Holocaust survivors.  
One end-of-the-year project is for each teen to present some of what they learned through either art or theater. Listening not 
only to the hardships that the survivors had to go through, but also how they maintained a Jewish connection and Jewish 

pride has been inspiring.  Many of the survivors have very strong opinions about standing up against hate and antisemitism. 
Hearing them talk so powerfully about the need for all good people to stand up against hate has helped me be more confi-
dent in advocating for what I believe in and to not be afraid to stand up against hate.  
 

 

Mia Steinberg’s Jewish Journey 
Over the course of this year, I have been part of a life-changing program called Project Witness spon-

sored by UJA-NY and the JCC. The programs allows for high school student to hear stories first hand, 

and form close relationships with Holocaust Survivors. The students in the program heard first-hand 

accounts from survivors who were sent to camps and lost everything, children part of the Kindertransport 

who didn’t know what happened to their families. While we learned about the horrible deeds people could 

possibly do to others, we also learned about incredible acts of kindness and unimaginable generosity. 

I formed an especially close relationship with Ruth Mermelstein from Sighet, Romania. She survived one 

the world’s greatest tragedies and yet she always has a smile on her face. When Ruth was 10, her world 

began to change, as she was ripped from her home, put in cattle cars, sent to work camps and worked 

nearly to death, and yet she never gave up hope. The Witness Project has taught me no matter what 

hardships you are facing, you must preserve and get to the next day. I have also learned that if you 

believe in something, or you think something isn’t right, you need to stand up for what you believe in, even if you’re the only 

one. By meeting the survivors and becoming friends with then, I feel more connected to history than I would have been by 

reading a book or watching a video. The Witness Project is also so important, because as the years go on, there are less and 

less survivors to tell their stories first-hand. So we need the younger generation-my generation to learn their stories so that 

we can tell them to others ad so that everyone is are of what truly happened and we never forget. 

Another experience that I’ve learned about what it means to be Jewish in today’s political climate is my participation in the 

march against hate.   In January of this year my to older sibling and my dad joined thousands of Jews marching against hate 

in NYC across the Brooklyn Bridge. This experience was incredibly moving and meaningful to me, and it was powerful to see 

so many people from across the Northeast walking together to protest the hate Jews face.    

 TBI’s 2020 Confirms share their Jewish Journeys 
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By: Diana Snaider 

As we have adjusted to the new norm, some things remain 

constant: the love for TBI and the continued connectivity with 

one another. On March 12th, when we left school and received 

an email later that evening that TBI was closed for a deep 

cleaning, who would have ever thought we would go into June. 

There have been difficult times for many during this quarantine 

but I choose to focus only on the positive things.  

Our teachers along with our parent’s support have been 

phenomenal. Our students’ have learned to become more 

outgoing on Zoom and have become tech savvy. Some have 

become more independent and know how to mute and unmute 

themselves and draw on the whiteboard. I was able to be a 

part of the each class on Zoom daily which was an amazing 

opportunity. 

Of course, we want to all be together playing and hugging one 

another. I truly believe children are aware that they are miss-

ing that social interaction with their friends face to face and will 

appreciate it when we return to the classroom. I am proud of 

their success given the circumstances. I would like to tribute 

this newsletter to our 5 amazing Pre-K students, the “Snow 

Jewels”.  I have never seen a class that truly is like family. 

They enjoyed each other a ton and looked after one another. I 

am sad they missed out on their last few months of school but 

they came together every day on Zoom and barely missed a 

class. They were lucky to have two amazing teachers guiding 

them during our virtual learning, Miss Nissa and Miss Shahla. 

We will finish out our year strong with a “trip to Israel, virtual 

end of the year school picnic and we will come together for a 

social distancing graduation. 

Thank you Diana! 

By: Eden Kasle 

As my time as VP of Education for TBI’s Preschool comes to a 

close, I wanted to share some thoughts about our school’s 

wonderful Director, Diana Snaider.   

I have had the pleasure of working with Diana from her first 

days as Interim Director and then the honor of, along with my 

search committee co-chair Sheryl Gordon, hiring her as our 

full-time, permanent Director.  From our first discussions, I was 

quite confident that the partnership we would create would be 

strong and productive.  She had a long list of ideas and im-

provements that she was excited to implement. She was 

eager to work with TBI leadership and her desire to see the 

Preschool grow was evident.  Her experience as a teacher in 

our school gave her a unique perspective to be able to root out 

specific areas in need of enhancement.   

Diana has a singular focus: the well-being of the Preschool’s 

students, and she made it very clear that she would not waver 

from that.  She is constantly working with her staff, the staff of 

TBI and lay leadership to make sure the school is the best it 

can be.   

Over the three years we have been working together, I have 

been constantly impressed by her drive to increase enrollment 

and that her many efforts have worked.  She is always on the 

lookout for new ways to increase our visibility.  This meant 

spending sunny (sometimes!) days at HarborFest, trying to get 

ourselves out to the Port Washington community and the 

Parent Resource Center’s fair, giving everyone an opportunity 

to see what we have to offer.  Each time, Diana would arrive 

loaded with pamphlets, flyers and crafts.  With each passing 

stroller, her warm smile and outstretched hand welcomed 

potential new families into our tent.   

Diana has also been a fierce advocate for TBI in New York 

State’s QualitystarsNY standards.  As described on their 

website “A program's rating is determined using a point sys-

tem based on 75 different indicators, resulting in a one- to five-

star rating with “five stars” denoting highest quality.”  Under 

Diana’s leadership we earned an excellent rating and were 

able to secure funding to replace furniture in many of our 

classrooms and new learning equipment.  

Diana’s leadership and encouragement brought the PJ Library 

program back to TBI in full force.  Families celebrated holidays 

in the social hall by listening to stories, doing crafts and then 

enjoying dinner together.  Building community is paramount to 

Diana and making sure that both students and parents feel at 

home within TBI is an essential part of every program she 

designs.     

Diana has also made it a priority to more closely connect the 

Religious School with the Preschool.  She and Anya Margolis 

have worked together to make sure there is a direct relation-

ship between our Pre-K class and the Religious School, to 

ensure a seamless transition between the two and to recruit 

additional families to the program.   

This year, unsurprisingly, Diana rose to the challenges and 

difficulties that the COVID-19 pandemic posed to our educa-

tion system.  Working with her staff, she quickly implemented 

an online learning program.  Our STEAM program continued 

with videos sent to the entire student body, in addition to the 

Zoom classes and distance curricula presented by the teach-

ers.  Diana has been determined to keep the doors, albeit 

digitally, open to the Preschool.   

She has been working with our Pre-K parents to give them the 

graduation they deserve and even delivered lawn signs to 

each student in the graduating class, announcing their many 

accomplishments.  She is currently looking into a virtual 

summer program for children who would otherwise be attend-

ing our camp. 

It has been a true honor to work with such a dedicated profes-

sional.  I thank Diana for everything over the past few years 

and I look forward to her continued success at TBI. 

 

Summer Milestones 

Ethan Smith, Lily Schapiro, Olivia Waxman, Frank Robins, Collin Jacobson, 
Ryan Sittenreich, Arielle Glambosky, Dylan Berk, Sophie Roth,                   
Sophie Markman, Mayim Nerenberg, Nathan London,   Raphael Roth, Charles 
Fridman, Benjamin Mishkin, Benjamin Glambosky, Henry Muehlbauer, Jackson 
Wand Ford Lundberg, Adam Glassberg, Shayna Green, Eve Benjamin,        
            Jonah Shapiro, Ava Lefkowitz , Alysha Krell 

 

We list all children’s birthdays up until the age of ten.  We make every effort to include everyone, but if we missed your child ’s    
birthday we do apologize and ask that you let us know as soon as possible so that we can correct it! 

 

Did your Preschooler, Grade schooler, Middle schooler or         

High schooler just graduate?  Take out a journal add in our Spring 

Celebration Journal to commemorate this milestone!  

 Learn more read here  

https://www.tbiport.org/tbi-celebration
https://www.tbiport.org/tbi-celebration
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The BAM Fund (Be a Mensch) 

Ellen Doft and Alexander Katz, “thank you to all our old 
friends who have welcomed us back into the TBI family.” 

Nancy and Jay Feldman in honor of Adam Smith for all 
you do! Thank you! 

Nancy and Jay Feldman in honor of the Gordons, thank 
you for setting up the Sunday minyan zooming! 

Nancy and Jay Feldman, in honor of Ronnie               
Peshkin, just because... 

Ronnie Peshkin in honor of Patsy Fashaw, for all you do 
and your being you. 

Beverly Taubel wishes her sincere condolences to the 
Schaub family on the loss of Russell's beloved father 
Arnold Schaub. 

Letty and Jerry Roberts wish mazel tov and congratula-
tions to their grandson Jacob on his acceptance to 
Brandeis University. 

Shula and Henry Mustacchi wish their sincere condo-
lences to the Levin family on the loss of Howard Levin, 
beloved brother of Richard Levin and father of Naomi 
Jackman. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish their sincere condolences 
to Ellen Simon and family on the loss of her beloved 
father, Jerome Geller. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman in honor of Eileen and Gregg 
Balbera "with love and hugs". 

Beverly Taubel wishes her sincere condolences to 
Naomi Jackman and family on the loss of her beloved 
father, Howard Levin. 

Beverly Taubel wishes her sincere condolences to 
Richard Levin and family on the loss of his beloved 
brother Howard. 

Susan, Richard and Jonathan Levin in loving memory of 
Ruth L Menzer, beloved mother of  Susan. 

Beverly Taubel wishes mazel tov to Joan Hulkower on 
the publication of her new biography. 

Beverly Taubel wishes yasher koach to Alan Bergman 
for his thoughtful and insightful contributions to Joan 
Hulkower's biography. 

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch wish condolences to   
Richard Levin on the loss of his beloved brother     
Howard Levin. 

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch wish condolences to Naomi 
Jackman and family on the loss of  her beloved father 
Howard Levin. 

Ira Goldstein wishes condolences to Andrea Majer and 
Jim Quigley on the tragic loss of their beloved son 
Morgan Quigley. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish continued good health to 
Robin Gitomer. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish yasher koach to Hannah 
Brooks on her confirmation. 

The Landau family in loving memory of Audrey Landau, 
beloved mother of Rob Landau.  

The Building Fund 

Rosalie Silver and Mark Lazarovic in loving memory of 
David Temer beloved father of Rosalie. 

Rosalie Silver and Mark Lazarovic in loving memory of 
Isaac Oldak, beloved uncle of Rosalie. 

Dorothy Muchnick in loving memory of Annette      
Perlberg, beloved mother of Dorothy. 

Dorothy Muchnick in loving memory of Rae Muchnick. 

Dorothy Muchnick in loving memory of her beloved 
husband Saul Muchnick. 

Herb Reichenbach wishes his sincere condolences to 
Andrea Majer and Jim Quigley on the tragic loss of their 
beloved son Morgan Jacob Quigely. 

In loving memory of Morgan Quigley, son of Andrea and 
Jim, brother of Melissa and Hayden, loved and cher-
ished by everyone who knew him...Gail and Richard 
Froman. 

Julie and Joel Greenblatt wish their sincere condolences 
to Naomi Jackman and family on the loss of her beloved 
father Howard Levin. 

Julie and Joel Greenblatt wish their sincere condolences 
to Richard Levin and family on the loss of his beloved 
brother Howard Levin. 

Joan Hulkower wishes her sincere condolences to 
Naomi Jackman and family on the loss of her beloved 
father Howard Levin. 

 

Joy Perla and Eric May wish their sincere condolences 
to the Levin family in the loss of Howard Levin, beloved 
brother of Richard Levin and father of Naomi Jackman. 

Janet Rosenthal in loving memory of Arnold Snyder. 

Eric May in loving memory of his beloved father         
S.B. May. 

Paul Danziger and Roberta Pike wish condolences to 
Andrea Majer and Jim Quigley on the tragic loss of their 
beloved son Morgan Jacob Quigely. 

NY Black Car Operators Fund wishes sincere condo-
lences to Andrea Majer and Jim Quigley on the tragic 
loss of their beloved son Morgan Jacob Quigely. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish their sincerest condolences 
to Eva Seegers and family on the loss of her beloved 
husband Henry. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish their sincerest condolences 
to Lisa Palmer and family on the loss of Marcia 
Menasse, beloved mother of Lisa Palmer. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish their sincerest condolences 
to Larry Balaban and family on the loss of his beloved 
parents, Theodora and Irwin. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish their sincerest condolences 
to Russell Shaub and family on the loss of his beloved 
father Arnold Schaub. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish their sincerest condolences 
to Andrea Majer and Jim Quigley on the tragic loss of 
their beloved son Morgan Jacob Quigely. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish their sincerest condolences 
to Naomi Jackman and family on the loss of Howard 
Levin beloved father of Naomi. 

Mindy and Sean Mintz wish their sincerest condolences 
to Richard Levin and family on the loss of his beloved 
brother, Howard Levin. 

Susie Orenstein and Andrew Sollinger and family wish 
their sincere condolences to the Levin family on the loss 
of Howard Levin, beloved brother of Richard Levin and 
father of Naomi Jackman. 

Harvey Mitnick in memory of his beloved wife          
Nava Mitnick. 

Susan and Richard Levin in loving memory of  Bernie 
Hulkower, TBI greeter por excellence. He is missed!! 

Susan and Richard Levin in honor of Joan Hulkower, 
Master Mondelbrot Mavenette. 

Yasher koach to my TBI community. Thank you to all 
you do and continue to do during these unprecedented 
times...Ronnie Peshkin. 

Gail and Mark Mancher wish sincere condolences to 
Richard Levin on the loss of his beloved brother,    
Howard Levin. 

Gail and Mark Mancher wish sincerest condolences to 
Andrea Majer and Jim Quigley on the tragic loss of their 
beloved son Morgan Jacob Quigely. 

Gail and Mark Mancher in loving memory of Isabelle 
Galitzer, beloved mother of Gail Mancher. 

The Cantor’s Discretionary Fund 

The Coren for Cantor Grainer in honor of Marley’s      
Bat Mitzvah  

The Kiddush Lunch Fund 

Susanne and Seth Diamond in loving memory of Roslyn 
Diamond, beloved mother of Seth.  

The Library Fund    

Marilyn Oser wishes her sincere condolences to Ellen 
Simon and family on the loss of her beloved father, 
Jerome Geller. 

Sandra and Stephen Marcus wish their sincere condo-
lences to the Schaub family on the loss of Russell's 
beloved father Arnold Schaub. 

Marilyn Oser wishes her sincere condolences to Russell 
Schaub and family on the loss of his beloved father, 
Arnold Schaub. 

Marilyn Oser wishes her sincere condolences to Richard 
Levin and family on the loss of his beloved brother 
Howard. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish their condolences to  
Richard and Susan Levin on the loss of Howard Levin, 
beloved brother of Richard. 
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The Library Fund continued... 

Joan Hulkower wishes her sincere condolences to 
Richard Levin and family on the loss of his beloved 
brother Howard. 

Ronnie Peshkin wishes her condolences to Richard and 
Susan Levin and family on the loss of Howard Levin, 
beloved brother of Richard. 

The Treves and Brezel family in loving memory of Gino 
Robert Treves, beloved father of Claire Brezel. 

Sandra and Stephen Marcus wish their sincere condo-
lences Richard Levin and family on the loss of his be-
loved brother Howard. 

The Library Committee wishes condolences to Richard 
Levin on the loss of his beloved brother Howard. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish their sincere condolences 
to the Levin family on the loss of Howard Levin, beloved 
brother of Richard Levin and father of Naomi Jackman. 

Bob Epstein and Beth Hisler wish their sincere condo-
lences to the Schaub family on the loss of Russell's 
beloved father Arnold Schaub. 

Fern and Hersh Cohen wish their sincere condolences 
to the Levin family on the loss of Howard Levin, beloved 
brother of Richard Levin and father of Naomi Jackman. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish condolences to Rich-
ard and Susan Levin on the loss of Howard Levin, 
beloved brother of Richard. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish condolences to Naomi 
Jackman and family on the loss of Howard Levin, be-
loved father of Naomi. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein, continued good health to 
Robin Gitomer. 

The Mahzor Book Plaque Fund 

The Treves and Brezel family in loving memory of    
Gino Robert Treves, beloved father of Claire Brezel.  

The Rubin Family in loving memory of                     
Florabelle Robinson. 

The Preschool Fund 

In honor of the hardworking, caring, and incredible 
teachers and staff at TBI's preschool...thank you! Lisa 
and Paul Rosenbaum. 

In honor of Diana and our wonderful preschool teach-
ers...Debi and Eric Gewirtz. 

The Muehlbauer family in honor of the preschool, in 
recognition of our wonderful preschool teachers! 

The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 

Arnold Abaramowitz and family in loving memory of 
Arlene Abramowitz, beloved wife of Arnold. 

Dori and Michael Fishbin wish condolences to  Andrea 
Majer and family on the tragic loss of    Morgan Quigley, 
beloved son. 

Dori and Michael Fishbin wish condolences to the 
Schaub family on the loss of Arnold Schaub,    beloved 
father of Russell. 

Rachel and Marty Bialer wish their sincere condolences 
to Andrea Majer and family on the tragic loss of Morgan 
Quigley, beloved son. 

Rita Shumsky..."Thank you to Louis and Zac Silfin for 
Passover Shopping". 

Jacqueline and Alan Yates in loving memory of Eugene 
H. Yates, beloved father of Alan. 

Debbie and Michael Levine and family wish sincere 
condolences to Naomi Jackman and family on the loss 
of her beloved father, Howard Levin. 

Steven Emmett in loving memory of his beloved Aunt 
Sady Green. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Andrew Muller and family on the loss of his beloved 
father Henry Muller. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Jeffrey Muller and family on the loss of his beloved 
father Henry Muller. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Eric Lituchy and family on the loss of his beloved 
sister Terri Lituchy. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Lisa Menasse-Palmer and family on the loss of her 
beloved mother Marcia Menasse. 

 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Eva Seegers and family on the loss of her beloved 
husband Henry Seegers. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Russell Schaub and family on the loss of his beloved 
father Arnold Schaub. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Richard Levin and family on the loss of his beloved 
brother Howard Levin. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish their sincere condolences 
to Naomi Jackman and family on the loss of her beloved 
father Howard Levin. 

Deborah and Jon Brooks wish mazel tov to Hannah 
Brooks, Aaron Damsky and Mia Steinberg on their 
confirmations! 

Judy Aiges wishes her sincere condolences to    Eva 
Seegers on the loss of her beloved husband Henry. 

Judy Aiges wishes her sincere condolences to Russell 
Schaub on the loss of his beloved father Arnold Schaub. 

Judy Aiges wishes her sincere condolences to Richard 
and Susan Levin on the loss of Howard Levin, beloved 
brother of Richard. 

Sondra Winder in loving memory of Sydney Wexler, 
Lillian Wexler and Rachel Winder. 

Sondra Winder in loving memory of Howard Levin 
beloved brother of Richard Levin. 

Susan and Gerald Horn in loving memory of Nettie 
Jaslow, beloved mother of Susan Horn. 

Letty and Jerry Roberts offer heartfelt condolences to 
Richard Levin on the loss of his brother, Howard Levin. 

Rita Shumsky thanks Cathy Seldin for all you do for 
TBI!! 

Rita Shumsky in honor of Julie Cheevers for all the hard 
work you do for TBI. 

The Coren for Cantor Grainer in honor of Marley’s      
Bat Mitzvah. 

Ellen Doft and Alexander Katz in honor of Rabbi Mish-
kin, Rabbi Perlman, and Dr. Annette Kasle for their 
wonderful zoom classes and teachings. 

The Shevrin family in loving memory of Harvey Shevrin, 
beloved father of Scott Shevrin.  

The Religious School Fund 

Joan Hulkower in honor of Cantor Blum for his reading 
Torah during Bernie’s yahrzeit. 

The Sisterhood Fund                               
Honor someone's simcha, express sympathy, or wish some-

one refuah shlema by making a contribution to Sisterhood, 

and a card will be sent on your behalf.  For a minimum 

contribution of $10.00, you can choose from the Building 

Beautification Fund (BBF), Flower Fund (FF), School 

Equipment Fund (SEF), Torah Repair Fund (TRF), or the 

Women's League Torah Fund Campaign (WLTF).  JNF 

Tree certificates are available for a minimum contribution of 

$18.00.  Please e-mail Deborah Brooks 

at deborahnaomi@aol.com and send your contribution 

(payable to TBI Sisterhood) to TBI, c/o Deborah Brooks. 

Sincere condolences to Russell Schaub on the passing 
of his beloved father Arnold Schaub  Board and Officers 
WLTF Sisterhood WLTF 

Sincere condolences to Richard Levin on the loss of his 
beloved brother Howard Levin                                          
Board and Officers WLTF  Sisterhood WLTF 

Sincere condolences to Naomi Jackman on the loss of 
her beloved father Howard Levin Board and Officers            
WLTF Sisterhood WLTF 

Mazal tov to Julie and Scott Coren on their daughter 
Marley becoming a Bat Mitzvah Board and Officers 
WLTF 

Mazal tov to Hannah Brooks, Aaron Damsky, and Mia 
Steinberg on their Confirmation Board and Officers 
WLTF 

Eleanor and Victor Himel FF                                              
Joan Hulkower BBF                                                          
Sisterhood WLTF 

Eleanor and Victor Himel FF 

Joan Hulkower BBF 

Sisterhood WLTF 
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