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Shalom Friends, 

 

I have an urgent Passover message for everyone – We have 

been doing the Passover seder wrong!   

When it comes to the 4 Questions, most families have the tradi-

tion of having the youngest person at the seder ask the ques-

tions.  (That was my family’s custom, and I am the youngest.)  

However, the youngest child—and really, NONE of the chil-

dren—should be asking the 4 Questions.  Instead, it should be 

the parent.  So parents, have fun brushing up on reciting the 4 

Questions.  This year, you are on.  Why do I say this?  Have 

Jewish families really been doing the 4 Questions wrong for centuries?  The reason is 

because we have an ancient text (The Mishnah, Pesachim 10:4), which lays out the prac-

tice of asking questions.  Here is what is says:  They pour the leader of the seder a sec-

ond cup of wine, and here the child asks.  If the child lacks the ability to ask, the father 

(parent) teaches the child:  Look, how different this night is from all other nights!  On all 

other nights, we dip once, on this night twice.  On all other nights, we eat leavened bread 

and matzah, this night, only matzah.  On all other nights, we eat meat roasted, fried or 

cooked, this night, only roasted.  According to the intelligence of the child, the parent 

teaches.  Wow!  The way the Mishnah lays out the questions is very different from the way 

we do it today.   First, according to the Mishnah, the parent recites the questions.        

Second, the parent isn’t asking questions, but rather making statements about some of 

the unique aspects of the seder.  Third, there are only three questions, not four.  And    

lastly, one of the questions from ancient times (about roasted meat), is not asked today.  

What’s going on?  Here, we have a great example of how a ritual changes and grows over 

time.  Yes, the hosts of the seder should make sure their children/grandchildren, other 

family members, and guests are engaged.  In addition, everyone should be encouraged to 

ask questions throughout the seder, because the seder works best when people are    

curious and inquisitive.  That being said, the tradition moved from the parent asking the 

questions, to the children.  The question about roasted meat was meaningful when the 

Temple stood in Jerusalem.   However, once the Temple was destroyed, and Jews could 

no longer bring their Paschal lamb sacrifice, it became the accepted practice not to eat 

lamb on Passover.   Clearly, if the questions were to remain relevant to the experience of 

the children (and adults), this question had to be replaced.  Eventually, a fourth question 

was added, in order to align with the other “fours” in the Haggadah (the 4 cups of wine, 

the 4 Sons/Children, etc.).   

And what about the meaning of the opening line of the Mah Nishtnah?  One the one hand, 

it can be introducing four questions:  “How is this night different from all other nights?” On 

the other hand, it could be introducing four statements:  “How different this night is from all 

other nights.”  So what is it, “The Four Questions,” or “The Four Statements?”  

Continued page 5... 

Passover Supplement... 

pages 4-10 

TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL & BEN’S KEEP THE TRADITION ALIVE 

Friday, March 12 order a Shabbat dinner from Ben’s and pick up at TBI 

 

 Dinner for 4 -$67.96  

 Dinner for 6 -$101.94 

Then enjoy a virtual Friday Night Live  

featuring Naomi Less at 7:00pm 



 

MARCH 2021 

Abigail Latner                     

1st of Nisan/March 14 

Abby was born during Passover, April 25, 

2008. Two weeks early, she wasted no time show-

ing us that she would do things always in her own 

time. She joined our family making us a complete 

unit of four, and ready to be a little sister to Sam. 

Once she became interesting to him, the two be-

came fast friends, always up to something together. 

Abby followed in Sam’s footsteps attending camp, 

nursery school and religious school at TBI. 

 

In her younger years, Abby was a performer and 

we referred to her as our little ham sandwich. Tak-

ing on such roles as Teen Olaf in Frozen, Flounder 

in The Little Mermaid and Alice in Alice in Wonder-

land in local theater, she never failed to entertain 

and surprise us with her talent. 

 

In her more quiet recent years, Abby loves to busy 

herself with art, whether doodling over every blank 

space on every piece of paper she finds around the 

house, taking classes or using Photoshop, she 

loves to be creative. Her Great Nana’s Thelma and 

Gert, both talented artists themselves would be 

proud and delighted by her. She also loves to do 

yoga and build houses on Roblox.  

 

 

She is a very family oriented girl, lucky enough to 

get to spend lots of time with her grandparents and 

counting her spend lots of time with her grandpar-

ents and counting her cousins among her best 

friends. 

Abby came into this world as an animal lover –    

especially dogs, She was obsessed with dogs from 

the start, and would only read books if they had 

dogs in them. She had to make do with her numer-

ous pups of the stuffed variety until we finally relent-

ed and gave into her and Sam’s joint efforts to con-

vince us to get a dog of our own. Abby loves Louie 

and although he clearly thinks she is a puppy for 

him to play with, we know the feeling is absolutely 

mutual. 

 

We are so incredibly proud of Abby upon reaching 

this milestone, especially under such challenging 

circumstances. We of course could not have gotten 

here without Abby’s Religious school teachers over 

all of these years, Cantor Grainer and Rabbi Mike. 

Thank you also to the tireless Cathy Seldin for all of 

her help in making this simcha under less than ideal 

circumstances, meaningful and beautiful. 
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Caleb Ackerman, was born on   

Feb 25, 2008. The name “Caleb” in Hebrew means 

“whole hearted, devoted.” Which is exactly how Caleb, 

or Cal as everyone calls him, lives his life - with ALL 

his heart. Whether it is on the basketball court or in a 

video game, he gives it his all and is true to his team-

mates and friends. At home, he always shows his love 

to his parents, his brothers Hayden and Ford, and his 

dog Mackey. 

 

As the middle brother Cal is comfortable in his duel 

role of moderator and instigator. Our house is filled 

with laughter and Cal is usually in the center of it. He 

often creates elaborate basketball tournaments with 

his younger brother that last for hours. Over the years, 

he and his older brother have shared a love of come-

dies, fried chicken and hotel pools. 

 

Cal’s grandparents say his wit is beyond his years and 

we couldn’t agree more. It helps that his smile is so 

infectious, even through his mask! 

Cal is a young man worth following. Not only is he 

kind and virtuous, but he literally always knows where 

he’s going.  

Born with an excellent sense of direction (thanks to 

some Swedish Viking DNA), he has also cultivated a 

love of maps. A basketball coach once gave him the 

nickname “CPS” (Cal Positioning System) after Cal 

helped him find their destination without the help of 

Google. During family road trips his face is often bur-

ied into detailed topographic maps of the states we 

travel through. At home, he creates his own maps- 

inventing highways and byways, even entire cities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So it’s no surprise that Cal loves to travel and try new 

things, whether it’s spicy food from different cultures 

or finding different swimming holes around Cape Cod, 

his favorite vacation spot. Curiosity is a quality that we 

hope will serve Cal well throughout his whole life. 

 

We are proud to watch Cal work so hard on his jour-

ney to become a Bar Mitzvah. Thank you to all of his 

Hebrew School teachers past and present. Thank you 

Cantor Granier for working with him on his Haftorah 

and service portion, Rabbi Mishkin for his guidance 

and insights, and Cathy Seldin (Cal’s second cousin!) 

for helping him get ready for our family’s special day. 

 

Cal’s torah portion is all about sacrifice and the laws 

regarding it. So it was very fitting that Cal wanted to 

give back to those who sacrificed so much for every-

one during Covid. He decided to deliver baked goods 

and a new coffee maker for the break room at 

Elmhurst Hospital (one of the hardest hit hospitals last 

year). Hopefully this will bring a little light to them dur-

ing this hard time. 

 

We are so proud of how Cal has handled himself dur-

ing this challenging year. He has shown us maturity, 

empathy and responsibility. We can’t wait to see him 

back on that basketball court again soon! Mazel Tov! 

Caleb Lundberg 

7th of Nisan/March 20 

Vayikra   
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By Mark A. Schneider, 
TBI Past President & TBI  
Tablet Editor-at-Large. 
We do love our honey.   
 
    During the Jewish holidays       
including Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur we look to our honey to help 
make a New Year even sweeter. 
And we certainly can’t pass over our 
Seder honey. The taste of honey is 
simply bee-utiful. Apples dipped in 
honey, honey ricotta cheesecake, 
honey baklava…thank you honey 
bees for deliciously proving how 
sweet it is.   
 
    Oh, did I tell you I was stung by a 
bee not that long ago and I had to 
go to a medical office to “bee 
checked out?” And last year my 
neighborhood was warned that a 
huge swarm of bees were nesting 
on, and around, a telephone pole 
and to please stay away.  
 
    But aside from the previous para-
graph, we do love our bees. The 
tradition of honey on apples for 
Rosh Hashanah and Passover was 
brought up by Carl Flatow, aka “Carl 
the Beekeeper” during a recent pro-
gram I attended. He has designed 
educational observational beehives 
for the Long Island Children’s Muse-
um, and lectures on how bees are 
dealing with a declining bee popula-
tion in the United States.  
 
    As of now there are over 4,000 
species of bees in America. By 
comparison, Israel is home to over 
1,100 species of bees. By the way, 
although a bee itself is not kosher, 
bee honey is strictly kosher since 
bee honey is derived from the nec-
tar of a flower and is not from some-
thing that is part of a bee’s body.  
Israel, by the way, seems to be at  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
the forefront of working to rehabili-
tate the dwindling bee population. A 
company called Beewise developed 
a beehive that can house up to 40 
bee colonies—over 2 million bees—
by taking care of their health and 
upkeep.  The company CEO Saar 
Safra says, “we’re coming to re-
place all the beehives in the world.” 

Sounds impressive-and important—
since crops from cucumbers to avo-
cados to coffee are all crops polli-
nated by bees. In other words, we 
need our bees. 
 
  “Honey” is mentioned over 20 
times in biblical texts, most notably 
in a description when Moses is told 
by the Lord that Israel, or the Prom-
ised Land, is a land “flowing with 
milk and honey.”  A great slogan no 
doubt that one could see reinforced 
by an American marketing organiza-
tion called the National Honey 
Board. They note that honey bees 
are pollinating one-third of the 
world’s food supply.   
 
   So let’s hear it for the bees. The 
‘land of milk and honey’ by the way 
has been quite innovative in its hon-
eybee research.  An article in the 
official Journal of the American 
Academy of Pediatrics noted that an 
Israeli Pediatric health service 
group researched the positive effect 
of honey on nocturnal cough and  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
overall childhood sleep quality. 
Honey has also been proven to be a  
treatment of infected wounds. Israeli 
medical research at Shaare Zedek 
Medical Center in Jerusalem found 
that honey-treated wounds heal 
quicker than conventional products, 
adding that “honey tends to absorb 
the moisture that bacteria need to 
grow and spread.”  Hmmm, I  
wonder if my bee sting could have 
been treated with a dose of honey! 
Speaking of sting, Sting—the musi-
cian claims that he got his nick 
name while he was in one of his first 
bands and kept wearing a yellow/
black striped shirt that looked like a 
bee. Sounds good. The Brothers 
Gibb, aka the Bee Gees on the oth-
er hand, have no sting story in their 
name bees. But there was a musi-
cal group that did make a name for 
itself with a bee:  B. Bumble and the 
Stingers was an American instru-
mental ensemble group performing 
in the early Beatles era of the 
1960s.  B. Bumble specialized in 
rock and roll arrangements of clas-
sical melodies.  Their biggest hit 
was "Bumble Boogie.” Their hit al-
bum was titled “Bee Hive.” And 
there’s even a stand-up comedian 
who goes by the name “Killer Beaz.”  
And remember Jewish-born Tina 
Louise from TV’s Gilligan’s Island? 
She authored a children’s book pub-
lished in 
2009 titled, “What Does A Bee Do?”  
I even discovered a gold-plated 
black pearl bumble bee designed 
mezuzah Continued page 7...  
 
     
     

Don’t Pass Over The Latest Buzz:  
Bee Well & Bee All You Can Bee, with a Taste of Honey from a Beehive 
of Un-bee-lievable Sweetness. 
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...Rabbi Mishkin                      
continued from cover 
 
 
 
 

To answer this question, I’d like 

to share with you an insight from 

Rabbi Elie Kaunfer of Hadar 

(hadar.org).  Rabbi Kaunfer 

writes:   

“I want to suggest that the     

language (used here) is in fact 

purposely ambiguous.  By     

playing with this ambiguity, the 

author invites us into a world in 

which meanings can be multiple.  

And this, in large part, is the 

main point of the Haggadah:  

stories and symbols have      

multiple meanings.  The very 

idea of words having multiple 

meanings has a spiritual        

dimension as well, which cuts to 

the core of this holiday:        

Freedom is the ability to explore 

more than one meaning.  In a 

slave’s world, there is no room 

for multiple possibilities; reality is 

flat.  But free people can spend 

time exploring and are not     

satisfied with only one           

explanation.  All this, I believe,  

is wrapped in in the words    

mah nishtanah.” 

Have your seder, ask a lot of 

questions, play with the words, 

offer multiple meanings, have 

fun, and feel the power of this 

inspiring ritual. 

Wishing you and your family a 
Chag Kasher v’Sameach – a 
Happy and Meaningful         
Passover.    
 

B’Shalom, 

Rabbi Mishkin 

rabbimishkin@tbiport.org 

MARCH 2021 

 
 
 
 

 
 

When the month of Adar arrives, we increase our joy!  משנכנס אדר מרבין 
  .Mishenichas Adar, marbin b’simcha  בשמחה 

  
What a fun time to celebrate together as a community.  Some highlights from the month   

include a Purim themed Tot Shabbat program, where our youngest learners participated in 

the re-telling the Purim story by blowing up balloons to join the party, wore masks to conceal 

their identities like Queen Esther, and shared their favorite bedtime stories to help them 

sleep, like King Ahasuerus.  A major highlight of Adar was our Purim evening Megillah Read-

ing on Zoom, which featured megillah readers of all ages, including learners from Kitah Gim-

el, third grade, through 11th grade!  Our learners also worked hard to create special introduc-

tion videos for each chapter to help us recall the story.  Our adult only Purim program fea-

tures a digital escape room, with puzzles and clues, and community members working to-

gether!  As the days get a little longer and a little warmer, this month of Adar brings smiles 

and hope to us all! 

Written by: Anya Morgulis 

http://www.hadar.org
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We started February with a fun Pajama Day in between all of the 
snow!! Then we took a short break for President’s week. We re-
turned to a super fun busy week as we celebrated Purim! All of the 
kids and staff members dressed up, and enjoyed delicious          
hamantashen for snack and celebrated at our Purim Carnival. 

 

Each class had their turn to enjoy all of the fun games that we had 
set up in the hallway and collected prizes at the end of their         
session. They also sang Purim songs in music class with Miss Lisa 
who we meet with on Zoom each week. 

 

Everyone baked their own hamantashen to put into their Shalach 
Minot baskets that they each made to take home to their families. 
They also made baskets for some very special people here at TBI. 
The smell of them baking throughout the school was incredible! 

 

As we moved into March our classes began to getting ready for 
Passover. So hard to believe it is March! I think we are all ready  
for warmer spring like weather and being outdoors more often. 

 

On another note, our school is growing and we are super excited. 
We are expanding our staff and looking to see if anyone has any         
recommendations to send our way!  
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An Inspiring Evening 

With Memoirist  

Esther Safran Foer 

 

 

 

 

February 8th, on zoom international-

ly acclaimed author Esther Safran 

Foer  discussed her recent memoir 

“I Want  You To Know We’re Still 

Here”. Esther’s book, which is her 

first, was recognized as a National Jew-

ish Book Award Finalist. Rabbi Mishkin, 

welcoming remarks,  apropos to the 

theme of Esther’s book, he shared with 

the audience the classic Talmudic idea 

that “whoever saves a life is considered 

to have saved the entire world”.  

Esther began by telling us about what 

she learned through her research about 

her early childhood and family life. She 

was born in Lodz, Poland, in 1946, follow-

ing the war.  She was the daughter of 

holocaust survivors, her parents being 

the only members of their extended    

family to survive. Her mother, Ethel, 

spent the war ”on the run” and her father 

Louis was hidden by a courageous local 

gentile family. Hauntingly, Esther spoke 

of her lost extended family as being part 

of some two million Jews that were 

rounded up from their homes in the sht-

etls of Eastern Europe and taken to open 

pits where they were shot by 

Einsatzgruppen or killing squads, often 

with the help of local collaborators. Nei-

ther of her parents ever talked about the 

horrors of what happened during the war. 

Esther and her parents wound up in a 

Displaced Person’s Camp in Germany 

where they spent two and a half years.  

The Allies expected the 300,000 or so 

remaining Jewish survivors to return 

home from the DP Camps, but she said 

for most this was not an option, since 

their homes or even their villages no 

longer existed. Through the Displaced 

Person’s Act, which limited the entry of 

Jewish refugees into the US and was 

reluctantly signed into law by President 

Truman, Esther and her parents would be 

transported on the Heintzelman, a military 

ship, to NYC in 1949.                                                       

 

Her father falsified her birth certificate to 

reflect that she was born in Germany on 

a later date to be eligible to qualify to be 

taken into the US under the Act.  

Esther would go on to have a family and 

a successful career. Tragically, just a few 

years after arriving in the states, Esther’s 

father would take his own life. The gaps 

in her family history, accompanied by the 

painful silences, motivated her to search 

for answers as to what happened to her 

parents before coming to the US.  Her 

feelings would only intensify when learn-

ing from a casual mention by her mother 

that her father had a previous wife and 

daughter who were both killed by the Na-

zis. Esther tried to learn more about her 

past through family archives and geneol-

ogy databases. Her three sons, all writers 

and authors, would inspire her to contin-

ue searching. In particular, Esther told us 

that her son Jonathan “unlocked the 

door” in writing a fictionalized version of a 

trip he had made to Ukraine in his novel 

“Everything is Illuminated”.  Esther would 

embark on a journey to Israel,  Brazil and 

Ukraine (the later with son Frank) and 

would discover more than she ever could 

have imagined.  Through her travels,  

Esther met a number of descendants of 

families of the now vanished town of 

Trochenbrod, who knew the history of 

shtetl life there and its neighboring com-

munities. She and Frank would also meet 

the grandchildren of the family of the 

man, Davyd  Zhuvniruck, who risked his 

own life to hide Esther’s father from the 

Nazis.  It helped her piece together the 

fragments of her family’s heart-wrenching 

and ultimately heroic story.  

  

 

It was riveting to see Esther display for 

the audience the suitcase which she took 

on board the ship when traveling to the 

states. The suitcase contained her falsi-

fied birth certificate and an intricately 

monogrammed blue sweater knitted by a 

friend of her parents in the DP Camp. 

She discovered the importance of her 

telling this story in her own voice. She 

beamed with pride when telling the audi-

ence that her youngest son, Joshua, had 

named his son after his grandfather Lou-

is, and his daughter’s middle name, Asya, 

after Esther’s half-sister, who she had 

never met and who had perished in the 

holocaust.  

Esther’s mother died in 2018 at the age 

of 99. The word “superhero” was invoked 

to describe her numerous times at her 

funeral. Esther’s memoir is an honest, 

and uplifting story of life after tragedy that 

should be read and would be appreciated 

by everyone. Her visit with us, albeit 

through zoom, was unforgettable.  

 

The author event was sponsored by TBI’s 

Library Committee in partnership with the 

Sid Jacobsen and Jewish Book Council. 

A copy of the book is available in our Li-

brary. Many thanks to Library Committee 

member,  Fern Cohen, whose efforts 

would lay the groundwork for bringing 

Esther to us as our guest speaker and 

who moderated the Q & A after Esther’s 

presentation.  

 

Submitted by: Bob Epstein 
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Simchas and Condolences 

The BAM Fund (be a mensch): 

Karen and Bob Farkas in loving memory of Helen Rowe, 

beloved mother of Karen Farkas. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory of Barbara 

Cheven, beloved mother of Heidi Jaffe. 

Joan and Daniel Konas in loving memory of Hilda Konas, 

beloved mother of Daniel Konas. 

Beverly Taubel in honor of Annette Kasle and her very 

informative series from Moses to Monarchy.  Thank you! 

“The Building Fund:  

Karen and Bob Farkas in loving memory of Joseph    

Farkas, beloved father of Bob Farkas. 

The Diamond family in loving memory of Cantor Arele 

Diamond, beloved father of Seth Diamond. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman in loving memory of                

Irving Tobias, beloved father of Nancy Feldman. 

 

L’Chaim Sponsors: 

Sondra Winder sponsors a L'Chaim in honor of the birth 

of her great grandson Jack Henry, born January 

14...mazel tov!  

The Library Fund: 

Joan Hulkower in loving memory of Anna Hulkower beloved 

mother of Bernie Hulkower 

Sherrie and Michael Pollack in loving memory of               

Abraham Pollack, beloved father of Michael Pollack. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish mazel tov to Sondra  

Winder on the arrival of her great-grandson Jack Henry. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein in loving memory of                

Dave Epstein beloved father of Bob. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein in honor of Sheryl Gordon. 

 

The Mahzor Book Fund: 

Esther Levine in loving memory of her beloved husband      

Steven Levine. 

 

The Mortgage Reduction Fund: 

Mazel tov to the Hellers, embarking on the next stage of 

life...Susan and Richard Levin 

 

Mazel tov to the Schindler family on Leo becoming a Bar   

Mitzvah...Susan and Richard Levin 

Mazel tov to the Sifins on Zac chanting Haftarah....Susan and 

Richard Levin 

Condolences to the Damsky and Sugarman families on the 

loss of Michael Damsky, beloved father of                            

Marc Damsky...Susan and Richard Levin. 

Condolences to the Stein family on the loss of Dr. Harry Stein, 

beloved father of Peter Stein...Susan and Richard Levin. 

Rosalie Silver and Mark Lazarovic in loving memory of      

Rosalie's beloved father, David Temer. 

 

The Preschool Fund: 

Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving memory of Jacob Genicoff, 

beloved grandfather of Jack.  
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Sisterhood                
Contributions 

 
 

 

 

Honor someone's simcha, express sympa-
thy, or wish someone refuah shlema by 
making a contribution to Sisterhood, and a 
card will be sent on your behalf.  For a 
minimum contribution of $10.00, you can 
choose from the Building Beautification 
Fund (BBF), Flower Fund (FF), School 
Equipment Fund (SEF), Torah Repair Fund 
(TRF), or the Women's League Torah Fund 
Campaign (WLTF).  JNF Tree certificates 
are available for a minimum contribution 
of $18.00.  Please e-mail  Deborah Brooks 
at deborahnaomi@aol.com and send your 
contribution (payable to TBI Sisterhood) to 
TBI, c/o Deborah Brooks. 

Mazel tov to Jennifer and Ted Latner on their 
daughter Abigail becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Eleanor and Victor Himel FF 
Joan Hulkower BBF 
 

 

Simchas and Condolences 
Continued... 

The Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: 

Karen and Bob Farkas in loving memory of      
Gertrude Schrier, beloved mother of Bob Farkas. 

Eric May in loving memory of his beloved wife, 
Roz May. 

Suzanne and Peter Grabiner in honor of Rabbi 
Perlman and her help with Mikael Redmond's beit 
din. 

Suzanne and Peter Grabiner in honor of Rabbi 
Mishkin officiating at Sela and Mike's wedding on 
10/25. 

Shula and Henry Mustacchi in loving memory of 
Toni Leisner, beloved mother of  Shula Mustacchi. 

To Sondra Winder “Hearty Mazel tov to you and 
the family on the arrival of your great grandson.” 
Rae and Marty Smolowitz. 

The Charney family in loving memory of  Jack 
Charney, beloved father of Larry Charney and  
beloved grandfather of Samantha Charney, and 
Amanda & Roy. 

Sylvia Mermel in loving memory of her beloved 
brother, Fred Sivan. 

Roy Schoen in loving memory of his beloved 
brother, Walter Schoen. 

Cathy and Julie in honor of the TBI community for 

their warmth and generosity during Purim and 
always. 

 

Mazel tov to Jillian and Stephen Lundberg on 
their son Caleb becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Eleanor and Victor Himel FF 
Joan Hulkower BBF 
Sisterhood WLTF 

  Sisterhood...Spread Some Love   
If you know of anyone in need of a pick me up or not feeling well, please reach out to Sisterhood. In a 
simple and unobtrusive way, we can bring a little brightness to a friend in need.  Email Alisa Schindler 

at alisaschindler@gmail.com 

Thank you,  

Alisa, Michelle, Beth 

mailto:deborahnaomi@aol.com
mailto:alisaschindler@gmail.com?subject=Spread%20Some%20Love


SH’VAT/ADAR 5871 

     

FNL with Naomi Less 

and Glen Grossman 

Friday March 12 

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE 

NEXT FNL 

APRIL 9
TH

 7:00PM 

With Shabbat Dinner Drive-by Pickup 
Order from Wing Wan  

Chinese Food 

...ordering details to follow 
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...Mark A. Schneider  

Continued from page 3 

 

Then there’s Great Neck-raised Jewish beekeeper, born  Ingram 

Berg Shavitz. Known professionally as Burt Shavitz, he initially 

worked as the official photographer for a Jewish weekly. But we all 

knew him as the quirky talking hippie co-founder of the Burt’s 

Bees cosmetics company. The firm started making candles from 

Burt’s leftover beeswax, then bottled and sold honey and edible 

spreads before developing personal care items. And how could I 

conclude an article about bees without a few words about one of 

my favorite bees—“spelling bees?” So why is this competition re-

ferred to as “bees?”  Sit down for a spell and read on.   Apparently 

the bee in spelling bee comes from the Middle English word 

‘bene,’ meaning ‘a prayer or ‘a favor.’ It also refers to “voluntary 

help given by neighbors toward the accomplishment of a particular 

task.”   

But bottom line, in these times, don’t get stung…unless it’s by a 

vaccine.  “Bee well and bee all that you can bee.”  Questions or 

comments?   

“Bee a sport” and please email me at copymark@gmail.com.                          

And a happy, healthy, honey of a Passover to you and to your 

family.  

         

Next meeting: March 11, 2021   

9:30 – 11:00 AM 

Rabbi Michael Mishkin on Zoom 
Join us as we discuss the Exodus from Egypt: How 
much of the redemption came from God and how 
much came from human initiative? Traditional texts 
present several answers to this question. One view 
is that the Israelites merely had to recognize that 
their situation was unfair and unjust, and God did 
the rest….join in the discussion on March 11th to 
learn more. 

Next Rosh Chodesh Group: 

April 15, 2021 with Rabbi Mendelson 




