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Shalom Friends, 
 
I am wondering how do people who are born on February 29th 

celebrate their birthdays in a non-leap year?  I’m sure there 

are many ways they do it.  Although, three years out of four, 

it’s not on the actual day.  If you think an additional day is 

challenging, on the Jewish calendar, a leap  year means an 

additional month.  This year, 5782, is a leap year, which means we have the    

Hebrew month of Adar twice (Adar I, or Adar Aleph, and Adar II, or Adar 

Bet).  Adar was doubled because, in Biblical times, it was considered the last 

month of the year, with the following month – Nisan (which has the holiday of 

Passover) – marking the New Year.  In fact, the leap month is Adar I, which 

means, it is inserted before the regular month of Adar.  I will explain the reason for 

this below. 
 
Leap months on the Jewish calendar are more common than February 29th is on 

the secular calendar.  The reason for this is that the Jewish calendar is a lunar 

calendar, while the Gregorian calendar, the secular calendar used throughout the 

world, is a solar calendar.  While a solar year is 365 ¼ days, a lunar year is 354 

days – which means it’s 11 days shorter.  Because Jewish holidays are related to 

the agricultural cycle and to specific seasons of the year, our Sages introduced 

the leap month, to keep the Jewish calendar synced to the solar calendar.  This 

ensures that Passover, also known as Chag HaAviv (“The Holiday of the Spring”) 

stays in the spring and that Sukkot, also known as Chag HaAssif (“The Holiday of 

the Harvest”) stays in the fall.  In contrast to the Jewish calendar, the Islamic    

calendar is a lunar calendar, which is not synced to the solar calendar.  Therefore, 

in different years, Muslim holidays are celebrated in different seasons. 
 
Why is the Jewish calendar based on the moon?  The reason is given in the    

Torah, in Exodus, chapter 12, verses 1 & 2.  There, God tells Moses and Aaron, 

when the Israelites leave Egypt, they should mark time according to the moon, 

and that specifically, each new moon shall mark the beginning of a new 

month.  Here, God is teaching the Israelites in Egypt and us, today, that marking 

time, celebrating Shabbat and, and making commitments in the future are signs of 

a free people.  Time is a gift, time is holy, and the Israelites need to know that 

how they schedule and use their time is of utmost importance.    The reason the 

calendar goes according to the moon is because the moon gets larger and   

smaller throughout the month. 

 
 
       Continued on next page... 

 We are sending out to you (via email) information to order Mishloach Manot online.  Watch your inbox beginning 

February 2 to get all the details for the Purim Project secure online storefront.  Fulfill the mitzvah of Purim and the 

tradition of sending portions to the community, family, and friends. 

Purim is March 16th & 17th 
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This makes our relationship to nature more pronounced and more 
interactive.  On a spiritual level, marking time according to the moon 
is a constant reminder that we should maintain our hope, even in 
difficult times.  In each Hebrew month, from the 15th of the month 
until the end of the month (day 29 or 30), the moon gets smaller and 
smaller, and the night gets darker and darker.  However, just when 
the night is at its darkest, a new moon appears and grows every day 
for two weeks, until it becomes a full moon.  Accordingly, we will go 
through difficult and dark times – as individuals and as a People – 
however, better times lay ahead.  We need to keep our hope and 
our strength and we will get to a time with more light. 
 
Why is Adar I considered the leap month?  The reason is that our 
Sages wanted us to celebrate Purim in the second Adar, in order to 
keep the redemption celebration of Purim close to the redemption 
celebration of Passover (this way they are one month apart, like in a 
non-leap year, rather than two months apart).  While Purim and 
Passover both celebrate redemptions, the way the redemptions 
came about is very different.  In Biblical times, Nisan was the New 
Year and Passover was the first holiday in the year.  Passover 
marks the time when the Jewish people were a new nation, and as 
such, God, serving as a protective parent, took care of us and     
intervened directly to take us out of Egypt.  As the Jewish year 
moves on, God’s role in the story of the holidays becomes less and 
less direct.  It’s as if we are maturing, and God is intervening less, 
which give us more responsibility.  The culmination of this process 
occurs with Purim (at the end of the Biblical year).  In the Purim    
story, the Jewish people are saved because of the courage and   
actions of Esther and Mordecahai (human actors), and there is no 
mention of God in the Megillah.  Many believe that God was acting 
behind the scenes, but God certainly did not intervene in a direct 
way.   
 
The Jewish, lunar calendar has much to offer us:  a connection to 
the moon, a reminder to keep hope, and a message that although 
God is with us, God wants us to be responsible, acting in ways 
which elevate our lives and make the world better. 
The leap month – Adar I – begins on Tuesday night, February 
1st.  Chodesh Tov – may it be a good month for you, your family,   
the Jewish People, and the world. 
 
l’Shalom, 
 
Rabbi Michael Mishkin 
rabbimishkin@tbiport.org    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the TBI family! 

 

Simon Jonah Bartell 
Great-grandson of                                           

Irene and Hilton Silver 

 

Sam Meyer Fridman 
Son of Dorie and Mark Fridman         

Little brother to Charlie, Leo and Mila 

 

Micah Calman  

Hechtkopf  
Son of Helene and Kevin Hechtkopf   

Little brother to Willa and Nathan 

 

Rami Barak Levin  
Son of Jocelyn Shaw and Tomer Levin 

Little brother to Kobi 
 

Jadie Elaine Redmond  
Daughter of Sela and Mikael Redmond 

Granddaughter of                                       
Suzanne and Peter Grabiner 
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Shalom, Friends.  

When I lived in Montreal, I was       
listening to the radio one freezing cold 
February morning, and I heard the  
Canadian announcer explain that it 
was “American Presidents’ Day, which 
celebrates the birthdays of all U.S. 
presidents.” Being a proud ex-pat, I 
called the station and explained that 
we used to have two holidays – Febru-
ary 12 and February 22, to celebrate 
Presidents Abraham Lincoln and 
George Washington, respectively – 
and that both days have been com-
bined into one holiday. The producer 
thanked me and the announcer shared 
the explanation with his  listeners.  
Civic duty done! 

 

So, you might remember getting those 
two days off from school,  and you 
may be familiar with George Washing-
ton’s “to bigotry  no sanction, to perse-
cution no   assistance” Read Here. 
But did you know that Abraham Lin-
coln  also had a strong connection to 
Jewish Americans?  

  

Here are 10 facts about our 16th 
president and his support for      
Jewish citizens. 

1. He was the most biblically literate 
president, regularly quoting from the 
Torah. In letters, speeches, and      
ordinary conversation he mentioned 
God over 420 times. 

2. He had many Jewish friends,  in-
cluding Julius Hammerslough, a store 
owner in the capital of Springfield, IL, 
and president of its first synagogue. 
During a time when Jews were viewed 
with suspicion, Lincoln treated            
Hammerslough as an equal.  

3. The credit for the famous Lincoln-
Douglas Debates belongs to a Jew. 
Abraham Jonas, one of Lincoln’s 
“most valued friends,” was an Ortho-
dox Jewish immigrant from London. 
Both opponents of slavery, Jonas invit-
ed Lincoln to debate Sen. Stephen A. 
Douglas, who supported slavery.  

4. Some of the most iconic photos of 
Lincoln were taken by Samuel 
Alschuler, a Jewish photographer. 
When the impoverished Sen. Lincoln 
sat for his first portrait, he was wearing 
a shabby coat. Alschuler – who was a 
foot shorter than Lincoln! – not only 
lent the Senator his velvet-trimmed 
coat, he also suggested that Lincoln 
sport a beard.  

5. In 1862, as the Civil War raged, 
Cheme Moise Levy, from a distin-
guished New York rabbinic family, ap-
plied to be a military Quartermaster. “I 
believe we have not yet appointed a 
Hebrew,” Lincoln wrote to Secretary of 
War Edwin M. Stanton. Levy was ap-
pointed Captain and distributed food 
and clothing to wounded Jewish sol-
diers. 

6. When a Jewish soldier committed 
the “crime” of “deserting the army” to 
rush to the bedside of his dying moth-
er, Lincoln was impressed by the sol-
dier’s devotion and pardoned him. 
Years later, when the soldier died a 
hero in battle, Lincoln said, “I thank 
God for having done the right thing”   
in staying his execution years before. 

 7. At the start of the Civil War, 30 
chaplains served in the American ar-
my; none was Jewish because federal 
law stipulated that chaplains must be 
Christian. Led by Rabbi Isaac Mayer 
Wise, a grassroots movement con-
vinced Lincoln to lobby Congress for 
Jewish chaplains; in 
September 1862, the 
first Jewish chaplain – 
Rev. Jacob Frankel – 
was approved. 

8. In 1862, General  
Ulysses S. Grant issued a decree ex-
pelling all Jews from the areas under 
his control. When Lincoln learned 
about this from Cesar Kaskel, a promi-
nent Jewish leader, he assured Kaskel 
that America’s Jews would have his 
“protection … at once.” The order was 

revoked, and Lincoln told Jewish lead-
ers that he knew “of no distinction   
between Jew and Gentile.” 

9. It was a Jew, Edward Rosewater, 
who telegraphed the Emancipation 
Proclamation to the country. Eight  
telegraphers staffed the Union Army’s 
telegraph office in Washington, but it 
was Rosewater who was present on 
January 1, 1864 when Lincoln signed 
the Proclamation that freed over three 
million slaves.   

10. On April 14, 1865, President and 
Mary Todd Lincoln were at Ford Thea-
tre where Lincoln was gunned down 
by John Wilkes Booth. Mrs. Lincoln 
would later tell reporters that just a few 
minutes before he was shot, “Abraham 
said that he hoped one day we could 
travel to visit the land of Israel togeth-
er.” Charles Liebermann, a prominent 
Jewish doctor, tried to pour brandy 
down Lincoln’s throat in a desperate 
effort to revive him; Lincoln died the 
following day. 

Every Shabbat, in the Prayer for Our 
Country, we ask God to bless our  
government leaders with “insights from 
Your Torah” so that “peace and      
security … justice and freedom may 
forever abide in our midst.”  

  

 

Continued on next page... 

 

When she studied in Israel during Rabbinical School, 

Rabbi Perlman lived in the heart of Jerusalem on     

Abraham Lincoln Street, which the Israelis refer to as 

Rechov Linkolin.  

https://www.tourosynagogue.org/history-learning/gw-letter


 

...Rabbi Perlman Continued 

 

In light of recent events, may we be blessed with leaders who continue President Lincoln’s legacy of protecting our 

safety and right to live and worship freely as Jews in America.    

B’vracha, 

Rabbi Perlman 

rabbiperlman@tbiport.org 
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Friday Night Live 

Kids Services: 

 

We are not offering 

Kids Friday Night 

Live Services at this 

time. We are re-

evaluating our     

policy constantly 

and will continue to 

keep everyone in-

formed as policy 

changes are made.   

Thank you for your 

cooperation and    

patience. 

 

mailto:rabbiperlman@tbiport.org
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We are thankful and grateful to be able to celebrate Lila   

and Jamison’s (Jamesy) b’not mitzvah with our family, 

friends, and neighbors at TBI. Jamesy and Lila entered  

the world six weeks early, each weighing exactly 4 

pounds 4 ounces. Our hearts swelled with love as we 

watched our “little chickens” grow, first in the NICU and, 

finally, with us at home. We often joke that Jamesy and 

Lila’s personalities were evident in the womb. On multi-

ple occasions, we would watch on the sonogram screen 

as Jamesy did flips and eventually made her way over 

to Lila to “cuddle” – only to watch Lila squirm and try to 

push her away, before finally settling comfortably into 

her embrace.   

As babies, Jamesy and Lila’s personality traits became 

stronger, as did their incredible bond. Jamesy was an 

attentive baby with a quick smile and an infectious 

laugh; people fell in love with her instantly. Lila was 

sweet and sensitive; shy with strangers but endlessly 

devoted to those she loved. Even as babies, it was   

miraculous to watch how Lila and Jamesy relied on 

each other, protected each other, and loved each other  

fiercely.  

As children, Lila and Jamesy continued to grow into 

themselves. Jamesy was a fun and funny child. She 

was quirky in the best way. You could always find 

Jamesy taking something apart to figure out how it 

worked. To this day, Jamesy has a talent for finding the 

fun in even the most mundane of tasks. From a young 

age, Lila loved to learn.                                                                         

Nothing made her happier than cuddling up with a book 

about a magic kitten, puppy, bunny, or some other baby 

animal. Despite her sweet demeanor,  

Lila displayed a quick wit at young age. Her insightful 

observations still make us laugh.  

Our pride has swelled this past year as we’ve watched 

Lila and Jamesy blossom into young adults. As sixth 

graders at Weber Middle School, they’ve learned to  

balance academics, sports, friends, and their commit-

ments to the community and the Jewish faith. Lila ap-

proaches her subjects in school, her tennis practices, 

and Tikkun Olam with an open mind and a grateful 

heart. As wise and sensitive as ever, these qualities 

guide Lila as she approaches new people and situa-

tions. Our hope is that they continue to serve her in all  

aspects of her life, for we know that great things lie 

ahead. When faced with challenges, like a demanding 

exam or a difficult tennis match, Jamesy has continued 

to maintain her intense focus and ability to find joy in 

even the smallest gestures. She continues to surprise 

us with her “out of the box” thinking and unique person-

ality. We can’t wait to see what she goes on to accom-

plish in life.  

We would like to extend a huge thank you to Rabbi 

Mishkin. You have welcomed us with a graciousness 

that we could not have expected. You have made the 

girls feel at home on the bimah and in the congregation. 

Thank you for allowing us to share this simcha with the 

TBI community.  

Lila & Jamison Hershman B’not Mitzvah 

Saturday, February 5th / 4th of Adar I  

5782/2022 

Parshat: Terumah 

Lila Hershman Jamesy  Hershman 
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Game on!   
I’ll admit I never played Mah Jongg.  
 
    But I did love watching my Aunt as 
she thoroughly enjoyed the game. She 
would invite friends to her Holliswood 
Queens apartment to play. Meanwhile, 
my Uncle would be more than happy to 
spend time caring for his well-stocked 
fish aquarium and showing me his new-
est guppies and tetras.  
 
    I knew my Aunt was not that into my 
Uncle’s fish, but when it came to Mah 
Jongg, one could say she was most 
definitely an… aficionado!  

 
    Weather permitting, her well-
organized games would move from  
Inside the apartment heading outside to 
a table by the playground. She even 
arranged for her nearby Francis Lewis 
Boulevard Holliswood Synagogue to 
host fun (and fund raising) Sisterhood 
and even Hadassah Mah Jongg 
games.  The Temple even honored her 
with a well-deserved plaque for her 
fund raising talents, a plaque that’s still 
on display today.  Summer vacations 
meant moving her Mah Jongg games 
up to the Borscht Belt, specifically to 
Grossinger’s Hotel in the Catskills.  And 

when it came time to leave New York 
and settle into a Florida condominium, I 
remember my Aunt the Mah Jongg ma-
ven would have multi-tables set up by 
the pool in the shade to meet the needs 
of all the condo players who’d show up 
to play with her. 
 
    Reminiscing Mah Jongg memories 
and family connections were brought 
home recently as I learned more about 
the American Jewish love affair with the 
game, including focusing on why so 
many Jewish friends play this mostly 
Chinese game.  
 
    Origins of Mah Jongg began in 19th 
century China, most notably Shanghai 
in the 1890s. Back then, it was mostly a 
male gambling game evolving from 
Dominos and card games. Then in 
1893 at the Chicago Exposition World’s 
Fair,  a Mah Jongg set was on display. 
The Brooklyn Museum has an early set 
as well. It is said that just over one hun-
dred years ago the game was intro-
duced in the United States by Standard 
Oil American engineer Joseph Babcock 
who had worked in Beijing. He simpli-
fied and recorded the rules of the game 
for American players. He would picture 
groups of women playing Mah Jongg 
focusing on the images of Chinese lan-
terns —a fad that became enormously 
successful. The tiles were made of 
bone and bamboo and looked like ivo-
ry.  
   
   What’s more, early on, Chinese-
Americans who could only get restau-
rant jobs became Mah Jongg instruc-
tors and found they could make more 
money teaching the game than working 
in restaurants. 
 
   One of the few historians of the game 
is  Annelise Heinz of the University of 
Oregon. In her book about Mah Jongg, 
she notes that in the 1920s, when Pres-
ident Warren G. Harding and First Lady 
Florence played, Mah Jongg was 

Shanghai’s sixth-largest U.S. export, 
and adding that as interest in the game 
“waned somewhat in the 1930s, Jews 
continued to play Mah Jongg as it be-
came associated increasingly with the 
Jewish community—and with Jewish 
women in particular.”   
 
    The Catskill Mountain resorts helped 
make Mah Jongg hugely popular during 
the week as husbands came up on 
weekends. Women from Catskill Moun-
tain bungalow colonies were at the 
heart of increasing Mah Jongg’s popu-
larity by bringing the game back to the 
city during the 50s and 60s post-war 
period.  And as Jewish Americans 
moved from the city to the suburbs, 
Mah Jongg became a part of the reli-
gious life.  Many of the women played 
at night when the husbands and chil-
dren were present.  Food would be an 
important part of the socialization pro-
cess.  Pineapples spread with mara-
schino cherries and Chinese food 
would often be served along with En-
tenmann’s coffee cake!! Years of popu-
larity of the game led to the “Project 
Mah Jongg” exhibition about a decade 
ago at the Museum of Jewish Heritage 
in Battery Park. It included dozens of 
artifacts — scorecards, aprons, pack-
ages, tiles—all chronicling both the 
commercial legacy and social history of 
the game. Following this New York ex-
hibition, the Mah Jongg exhibit traveled 
to Jewish museums in Oregon, Ohio, 
California, Florida, Georgia, Maryland 
and Wisconsin thanks to Melissa Mar-
tens Yaverbaum, executive director of 
the Council of American Jewish Muse-
ums, who said that  as the game 
spread among “snowbird” Jews in Flori-
da retirement communities and those 
who vacationed in the “Borscht Belt” of 
the Catskill Mountains in upstate New 
York, “mahjong became a way of life in 
Jewish resort culture and retirement 
culture.”  Legendary Jewish entertainer 
Eddie Cantor even sang a popular song 
about the game. 

By Mark A. Schneider, 

TBI Past President &amp; TBI Tablet Editor-at-Large. 
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In 1937 a Jewish woman names Doro-
thy Meyerson started the “National Mah 
Jongg League” and narrowed the num-
ber of winning hands to 60. Patriotic 
and charitable groups benefited from 
the National Mah Jongg League group’s 
efforts specifically spreading through 
synagogue Sisterhoods and Hadassah 
chapters. The National Mah Jongg 
League was a creation by Ms Meyerson 
along with her group of entrepreneurial 
Jewish women and spread into Jewish 
networks.  

 
   Even today, the  National Mah Jongg 
League puts out a new card of rules 
every year around Passover and has a 
hotline as well. Other organizations in-
cluding New York’s 92 Street Y, the 
Central Queens Y, the West Side’s 
Jewish Community Center on Amster-
dam Avenue, among others, offer clas-
ses for beginner and intermediate play-
ers, and supervised play.  

    Need a Mah Jongg set? Early on, the 
first sets were sold by Abercrombie & 
Fitch in New York and were so popular 
that the owner Ezra Fitch had repre-
sentatives scour China for as many sets 
as could be found. Milton Bradley and 
Parker Brothers later produced their 
own versions.  Today, Mah Jongg sets 
are sold by major national retailers as 
well as specialty shops including the 
creatively  named “The Mah Jongg Ma-
ven” in Marietta, Georgia, “Pah and 
Mah Jongg” in Pompano Beach Florida 
and “The Mahjong Line” in Dallas, Tex-
as just to name a few local retailers. 
 
    It’s the clacking of the tiles —the feel 
of the tiles that led to Mah Jongg to  
enhance and increase its populari-
ty,  And reasons why, is it said, that 
Jewish women loved Mah Jongg so 
much.  It was a game that was easily 
available in big cities and was consid-
ered popular by the so-called upper 
class.  It was played by the rich and 
famous, and was an addicting game 
played by our Aunt’s, as well as our 

Mom’s, Sisters, Grandmothers and 
Great-Grandmother’s. And maybe even 
you? 
 
    Let the clacking continue. Hmmm, 
maybe I’ll finally even take up the tiles.   
 

    Questions or comments? Game on. 

Please email me at copy-

mark@gmail.com or                         

MarkASchn@optonline.net.   

mailto:copymark@gmail.com
mailto:copymark@gmail.com
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Directly from Me to You  

By: Brett Parker 

Last month, I wrote about my personal 
Daf Yomi journey, which has just en-
tered its third year.  But what is Daf 
Yomi, what are its origins, and how did it 
become so popular? 
 
As I wrote last month: 

 
Many of you are well aware of 
what [Daf Yomi] is, and some of 
you have done it yourselves 
(and/or are doing it now), but for 
those who don’t know, Daf Yomi 
is a system of daily study 
whereby one reads the entire 
Babylonian Talmud over the 
course of approximately 7.5 
years.  “Daf Yomi” means “a 
page a day” or “a daily 
page.”  Well, kinda.  A daf is not 
technically a page; it’s a double-
sided folio.  But “a folio a day” 
doesn’t have quite the same 
ring to it, especially to our    
modern ears.   

 
Although the Babylonian Talmud dates 
to approximately 500 C.E., the Daf Yomi 
method of study is of recent vintage, 
with its first cycle beginning in 1923 and 
ending in 1931.  It was spearheaded by 
Polish Rabbi Meir Shapiro and quickly 
developed an international following.  At 
the end of each 7.5-year cycle, Siyum 
HaShas celebrations are held world-
wide.  The 13th Siyum HaShas—held on 
January 1, 2020—was attended by over 
300,000 learners, completely filling the 
90,000-capacity MetLife Stadium, as 
well as venues around the world.   
 
How did the Daf Yomi study method 
balloon from a few thousand (Orthodox, 
male) learners in Poland in 1923 to the 
hundreds of thousands now learning 
across the globe?  There are several 
factors.   
 
First, a universal daily schedule is simp-
ly a great idea.  Much like the weekly 
parsha schedule that is followed in    
Jewish communities the world over, the 

ability to be literally on the same page of 
Talmud as Jews in every corner of the 
world is both practical and appealing.  If 
you are traveling and pop into a Daf 
Yomi shiur, you can be sure that they 
are holding at the same place you are.   
 
Second, when studying in community, it 
is easier stay on task.  Knowing that 
everyone is on the same page makes 
catching up when you fall behind (and 
you will fall behind) more compelling.   
 
Third, Daf Yomi builds connections.  If 
you attend a daily shiur, you develop a 
camaraderie with the teachers and stu-
dents in your group, people you see and 
learn with (almost) every day.  And 
when you talk about these connections 
to others, they often become interested 
in joining. 
 
But the most important reasons by far 
for the absolute explosion of Daf Yomi 
study over the last few cycles are tied to 
monumental historical developments in 
both Jewish and world history that would 
have been unimaginable to Rabbi 
Shapiro in 1923. 
 
Talmud study has traditionally been lim-
ited to men, and specifically to men in 
yeshivahs.  Sets of Shas (the Talmud is 
often referred to by this Hebrew abbrevi-
ation—shin samech—for Shishah Se-
darim, the Six Orders of the Mishna) 
were expensive to produce and hard to 
come by, so most people could find 
them only at the House of Study.  Wom-
en were discouraged or actively forbid-
den from learning Shas, and men who 
were not what we would now call Ortho-
dox had no reason do so.   
 
In recent years, women (both Orthodox 
and not) and non-Orthodox men have 
taken to Talmud study, and particularly 
to Daf Yomi, in a major way.  The 11th 
Siyum HaShas, in 2005, included the 
first-ever event for non-Orthodox Jews 
who completed the cycle.  The 13th    
Siyum HaShas, in 2020, featured a well-

attended women’s siyum, celebrating 
the many women teachers and learners 
who took on Talmud study during that 
cycle.  
 
This new diversity of Talmud learners 
has benefitted from new ways to learn 
that have opened opportunities that 
were previously unimaginable.  Rabbi 
Adin Steinsaltz’ brilliant translations into 
Modern Hebrew and English—with com-
mentary, explanatory notes, and many 
illustrations—have made the Talmud 
accessible to millions.  The publication 
of Rabbi Steinsaltz’ Modern Hebrew 
edition—45 years in the making—
coincided with the 12th Siyum HaShas in 
2012, and the completion of his English 
translation followed over the next sever-
al years. 

 
Continued on next page... 
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...Brett Parker Continued 
 
But perhaps the single most important 
development that led to an absolute ex-
plosion in Daf Yomi study was the advent 
of the internet.  Not only are the 
Steinsaltz Talmud and other editions now 
available online, but so are countless 
numbers of daily shiurim, podcasts, 
blogs, articles, and discussions.  Now, 
you no longer need to find and make 
time for an in-person Daf Yomi shiur that 
you are comfortable with in order to 
study; you can do so from you own 
home.  You can participate in multiple 
shiurim per day, if you wish (see my arti-
cle in last month’s Tablet for a short list 
of recommendations).  There are online 
communities of learners all over social 
media, where you can find study part-
ners, tips, and all sorts of useful infor-
mation.  In short, it has never been this 
easy to learn Talmud in general and Daf 
Yomi in particular, and people are taking 
advantage of the plethora of online op-
tions.  
 
I don’t know if I’ll finish the 5.5 years re-
maining in this cycle.  I don’t know if I’ll 
attend the 14th Siyum HaShas in 2027, 
celebrating completing the whole she-
bang along with hundreds of thousands 
of others—men and women, Orthodox 
and non-Orthodox.  But I do know that 
without the recent innovations in Talmud 
study, I wouldn’t even be considering that 
as a possibility.  And we cannot begin to 
imagine what new innovations await.   
 
If you are interested in exploring Daf 
Yomi study but don’t know where to start, 
just let me know and I would be happy to 
point you in the right direction. 
 
L’shalom, 
 
Brett 
brettparker@tbiport.org 
 

Sisterhood  Contributions 
Honor someone's simcha, express sympathy, or wish someone refuah 

shlema by making a contribution to Sisterhood, and a card will be 
sent on your behalf.  For a minimum contribution of $10.00, you can 

choose from the Building Beautification Fund (BBF), Flower Fund 
(FF), School Equipment Fund (SEF), Torah Repair Fund (TRF), or the 

Women's League Torah Fund Campaign (WLTF).  JNF Tree certifi-
cates are available for a minimum contribution of $18.00.  Please e-
mail Deborah Brooks at deborahnaomi@aol.com and send your con-

tribution           (payable to TBI Sisterhood) to TBI, c/o Deborah 
Brooks. 

Mazal tov to Lisa and Joshua Hershman on their daughters Lila and 
Jamison becoming B’not Mitzvah   
Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF 
 
Refuah shlema to Barbara Taffet.  Wishing Barbara a speedy and easy 
recovery. 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Marilyn Oser TRF 
Sisterhood WLTF 

Sisters, 

It feels like it's been so long that maybe we should rename ourselves         

Distant Cousinhood.  I'm kidding, but not. Things are changing - I think,    

getting better! - but we are still squarely in the middle of what seems like a 

never ending circle of Covid confusion and uncertainty. And to make matters 

worse, it is so cold! This is all to say, in the spirit of abundance of caution, 

both emotional and physical, we have decided to postpone our upcoming 

book club for The Lost Shtetl by Max Gross (I read it. It was good!). We don't 

want to Zoom. We want to see everyone's lovely faces in person, hopefully in 

March/April. We also hope to be able to have some kind of Sisterhood    

gathering with comedian Robin Fox, as well as monthly informal social    

gatherings.  

I'm sorry. For all of us. This is such a complicated and difficult time.          

Stay strong. Stay safe. Stay warm... but with ice cream, and maybe a glass 

of wine. xo 

mailto:deborahnaomi@aol.com
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Havdalah means separation.   

This ceremony, which consists of grape juice, sweet spices, and a braided candle, 

marks the end of the Sabbath and the beginning of the new week. 

Join us on Zoom for a short, fun, & sweet ceremony which includes grape juice 

(yay!), smelling sweet spices (yay!), and a braided candle (yay!). 

Preschool PJ Zoom Havdalah* on                                                   

Saturday, February 12th, 6:00pm 

* Kids (parents are invited too) should wear their favorite Pajamas! 

* You do not need to have your own grape juice (although if you do -- it's yummy) 

or your own candle. 

* We will be sending all of the Preschool students home with a simple DIY spice 

packet craft (with spices). 

We hope you can join us for a lot of great fun & celebration! 

Join us for 

* A Zoom scavenger hunt 

* For singing fun songs 

* For saying goodbye to Shabbat  

Click Here to Join the Zoom 

Zoom Havdalah Info: Meeting ID: 861 0108 8529 

                                            Passcode: Light  

By: Anya Morgulis 

Something fun to share. 

This Tu B’Shvat seder plate highlights the grati-

tude we have for trees, and all that they provide 

for us.   

Our virtual seder was led by Rachel Dingman, 

Director of Jewish Enrichment for BBYO. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86101088529?pwd=WnJFTCtmZzM5VGlOVzBTeWVmZDcwUT09#success


FEBRUARY 2022 

By: Diana Snaider 
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Look what just arrived in the Preschool!  A Smart Board.  The kids were so excited to test it out by 

writing their names.  We can’t wait to implement it into all areas of learning!   Very Exciting! 



Simchas and Condolences 

The BAM Fund (be a mensch): 

Rita Shumsky wishes her sincere condo-

lences to Amy Kornblau on the loss of her 

beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Allison and Jon White wish sincere con-

dolences to Amy Kornblau on the loss of 

her beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Amy and David Kornblau wish sincere 

condolences to Ellen Doft on the loss of 

her beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Amy Kornblau thanks the community for 

their condolences and tributes in memory 

of her mother, Ruth Castor. 

Jill Mindlin and Robert Konoff in loving 

memory of Robert Mindlin, beloved father 

of Jill Mindlin. 

Joan and Daniel Konas in loving memory 

of Alexander Hyman, beloved father of 

Joan Konas. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory 

of Albert Friedman, beloved father of Mi-

chael Jaffe. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory 

of Fannie Cheven, beloved grandmother 

of Heidi Jaffe. 

Dan Golub in loving memory of Rebecca 

Katz Doft, beloved daughter of Ellen Doft 

and Alexander Katz. May her memory be 

a blessing. 

Sylvia Mermel in loving memory of her 

beloved mother, Serena Sivan. 

Sylvia Mermel in loving memory of her 

beloved father, Nikolaus Sivan. 

Susie Orenstein and Andrew Sollinger 

wish sincere condolences to Louise 

Cooper and family on the loss of Rita 

Schwartz, beloved mother of Louise 

Cooper. 

Amy and David Kornblau wish sincere 

condolences to Louise Cooper and family 

on the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved 

mother of Louise Cooper. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish sincere con-

dolences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother 

of Louise Cooper. 

Cathy Seldin and Mark Rozeen wish sin-

cere condolences to Louise Cooper and 

family on the loss of Rita Schwartz, be-

loved mother of Louise Cooper. 

Gail and Mark Mancher wish sincere con-

dolences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother 

of Louise Cooper. 

Beverly Taubel wishes sincere condo-

lences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother 

of Louise Cooper. 

Jessica and Ed Friedman wish sincere 

condolences to Louise Cooper and her 

family on the loss of her beloved mother, 

Rita Schwartz. 

Mitch Rosen and family in memory of  

Rita Schwartz, mother of Louise Cooper 

and mother-in-law of Board President, 

David Cooper. 

Allison and Jon White wish sincere con-

dolences to the Silberstein family on the 

loss of Jeffrey Rosenfeld, brother of Ilene 

(and Steven) Silberstein. 

Allison and Jon White wish sincere     

condolences to the Cooper family on the 

loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 

Louise Cooper. 

Allison and Jon White wish mazel tov to 

the Grabiner family and to Mikael Red-

mond and Sela Grabiner Redmond on the 

birth of their first child Jadie Redmond. 

Allison and Jon White wish mazel tov to 

the Palmer family on the engagement of 

Drs. Samantha Palmer and Jacob Green-

berg 

Ronnie Peshkin in honor of Rabbi Mike's 

birthday! Mazel Tov! 

Ronnie Peshkin in honor of Nancy     

Feldman's birthday. Mazel Tov! 

Susan and Richard Levin wish sincere 

condolences to the Cooper family on the 

loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 

Louise Cooper. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory 

of Zelda Held, beloved grandmother of 

Heidi Jaffe. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory 

of Barbara Cheven, beloved mother of 

Heidi Jaffe. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman in loving 

memory of Sybil Tobias, beloved sister-in

-law of Nancy Feldman. 

Joan and Daniel Konas in loving memory 

of Hilda Konas, Beloved mother of Daniel. 

Lisa Menasse-Palmer and Lane Palmer 

wish sincere condolences to the Cooper 

family on the loss of Rita Schwartz, be-

loved mother of Louise Cooper. 

Lisa Menasse-Palmer and Lane Palmer 

wish mazel tov to the Grabiner family on 

the birth of Jadie Redmond, daughter of 

Sela and Mikael Redmond. Proud grand-

parents, Suzanne and Peter Grabiner. 

Susan and Richard levin wish refuah 

shlemah to Louise Cooper. 

Jill Mindlin and Jonathon Konoff in loving 

memory of Jill's beloved mother, Elaine 

Mindlin. 

Letty and Jerry Roberts wish mazel tov to 

Irene and Hilton Silver on the birth of their 

great-grandson, Simon Jonah. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory 

of Anna Friedman, beloved grandmother 

of Michael Jaffe. 

 

The Building Fund:  

Judy and Morton Sloan in honor of the 
birth of their granddaughter, Vivian Sloan, 
born 12/22/21. Mazel Tov! 

Irene and Hilton Silver wish mazel tov to 
Jocelyn Shaw, Tomer Levin and Kobi 
Levin (big brother) on the birth of their 
son Rami. 

Sarajane and Geoff Giddings wish condo-
lences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 
beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Judy and Morton Sloan wish sincere con-
dolences to Amy Kornblau on the loss of 
her beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish sincere con-
dolences to Paul Rappaport and family on 
the loss of his beloved mother,           
Vera Rappaport. 

PAGE 12/ TBI TABLET  SH’VAT/ADAR 5782 



FEBRUARY 2022 PAGE 13/ TBI TABLET  

Simchas and Condolences 
Continued... 
The Cantor’s Discretionary 
Fund: 

Susan and Richard Levin wish refuah 
shlema to Cantor Baruch Blum.  

The Library Fund: 

Barbara and Bert Taffet with the best 
wishes for a speedy recovery to Cantor 
Baruch Blum. 

Paula and Brett Parker wish sincere con-
dolences to Louise Cooper on the loss of 
her beloved mother, Rita Schwartz. 

Arnold Abramowitz in loving memory of 
his beloved mother, Claire Abramowitz. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish mazel tov  
to the Grabiner family on the birth of   
Jadie Redmond, daughter of Sela and 
Mikael Redmond, granddaughter of 
Suzzanne and Peter Grabiner. 

Dorothy Muchnick in loving memory of 
her beloved father, Elijah Perlberg,  

Doris and Mark Novick wish sincere con-
dolences to the Silberstein family on the 
loss of Jeffrey Rosenfeld, brother of Ilene 
(and Steven) Silberstein. 

Alex and Edie Rothschild in loving 
memory of Vera Rappaport beloved 
mother of Paul Rappaport. 

Joan and Daniel Konas wish sincere con-
dolences to the Cooper family on the loss 
of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 
Louise Cooper. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish continued 
good health and best wishes to Cantor 
Blum 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish sincere 
condolences to the Cooper family on the 
loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 
Louise Cooper. 

Ilana and Matt Engel wish sincere condo-
lences to the Cooper family on the loss of 
Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of Louise 
Cooper. 

The Helfgotts in celebration of our grand-
children Samson and Mayim Nerenberg 

Barry Ritholz in honor of Letty Roberts, 
thank you! 

 

 

Debi and Eric Gewirtz wish sincere con-
dolences to the Cooper family on the loss 
of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 
Louise Cooper. 

Carole Kaplan in loving memory of her 
beloved husband, Edward Kaplan. 

                                                            
Barbara and Bert Taffet wish a hearty 
mazel tov to Irene and Hilton Silver on 
the birth of their great-grandson,  

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish a hearty, 
belated mazel tov to Neal and Nanaho 
Cohen, on the birth of their son, Kazuto 
Alex Cohen. 

Jennifer Hammer in honor of TBI! 

Debi and Eric Gewirtz wish sincere con-
dolences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 
beloved father Elliot. 

Judy and Morton Sloan wish sincere con-
dolences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 
beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish refuah 
shlema to Rae Smolowitz. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish condo-
lences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 
beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein in honor of 
Nancy Feldman for her devotion to the 
morning minyan. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish a 
speedy and complete recovery to Louise 
Cooper following her surgery. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein in honor of 
Cantor Vadim for bringing his spirited and 
beautiful ruach to our services. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 
condolences to Amy Kornblau on the loss 
of her beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 
condolences to Eric May on the loss of 
his beloved son, Jeffrey May. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish mazel 
tov to Fern and Hersh Cohen on being 
honored by the Port Library Foundation. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 
condolences to Paul Rappaport on the 
passing of his beloved mother, Vera Rap-
paport. 

 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish mazal 
tov to Jay and Nancy Feldman on cele-
brating their 58th wedding anniversary. 

Sandy Marcus wishes sincere condolenc-
es to the Rappaport family on the loss of 
Vera Rappaport, beloved mother of Paul. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman in loving 
memory of Della Feldman, beloved moth-
er of Jay. 

Sandy Marcus wishes sincere condolenc-
es to Louise Cooper and family on the 
loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 
Louise Cooper. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish sincere con-
dolences to the Silberstein family on the 
loss of Jeffrey Rosenfeld, brother of Ilene 
(and Steven) Silberstein. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 
condolences to the Cooper family on the 
loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 
Louise Cooper. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish happy 
60th Birthday to Seth Hulkhower.  

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein: "Kudos to 
Mark Schneider on his article about cele-
brating Jewish Books." 

Fern and Hersh Cohen wish sincere con-
dolences to the Silberstein family on the 
loss of Jeffrey Rosenfeld, brother of Ilene 
(and Steven) Silberstein. 

Beth and Bob Epstein wish condolences 
to Ilene Silberstein on the passing of her 
beloved brother, Jeffrey Rosenfeld. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish a very 
happy birthday to Daniel Hulkower. 

Marilyn Oser in loving memory of Mary 
Lou Kallman. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish a hearty 
mazel tov to to the Grabiner family on the 
birth of Jadie Redmond, daughter of Sela 
and Mikael Redmond. Proud grandpar-
ents, Suzanne and Peter Grabiner. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish best wish-
es for an easy and speedy recovery to 
Barbara Taffet. 

Sherrie and Michael Pollack wish a 
speedy and complete recovery to         
Barbara Taffet. 

 

 



Simchas and Condolences 
Continued... 
The Library Fund: 

Susan and Richard Levin wish mazel 
tov to Irene and Hilton Silver on        
becoming great-grandparents!  

Mazel tov to Irene and Hilton Silver on 
the birth of their great-grandson Simon 
Jonah. Nancy and Jay Feldman. 

Letty and Jerry Roberts wish a speedy 
recovery to Barbara Taffet. 

 

The Preschool Fund: 

Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving 
memory of Stanley Diamond, beloved 
uncle of Jack. 

Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving 
memory of Howard Diamond, beloved 
uncle of Jack. 

Mark and Doris Novick wish sincere 
condolences to Paul Rappaport on the 
loss of his beloved mother, Vera Rap-
paport. 

Aaron Underberg in honor of Zeke Mor-
ris's birthday. Happy Birthday Zeke! 

Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving 
memory of Jacob Genicoff, beloved 
grandfather of Jack. 

Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving 
memory of Dora Diamond, beloved 
grandmother of Jack. 

 

The Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund: 

Beverly Taubel in honor of the Interfaith 

Clergy Initiative. 

Susan Isaacs and Elkan Abramowitz in 

loving memory of Claire Abramowitz, 

beloved mother of Elkan. 

Joan and Daniel Konas in loving 

memory of Herman Hyman, beloved 

grandfather of Joan Konas. 

Joan Miller in honor of the Interfaith 

Clergy Initiative. 

Lee Ferititta in honor of the Interfaith 

Clergy Initiative. 

 

Judith Siegel in loving memory of her 

beloved father-in-law, Herman Siegel. 

Mark and Kori Schneider in loving 

memory of Gertrude Schneider, be-

loved mother of Mark Schneider. 

Sherrie and Michael Pollack in honor of 

Rabbi Mishkin. 

Ronnie and Larry Charney in loving 

memory of Marion Charney, beloved 

mother of Larry. 

Joan Miller in loving memory of her be-

loved husband, David Miller. 

Roy Schoen and Mella Behar in loving 

memory of Mary Schoen, beloved 

mother of Roy Schoen. 

For our dear friend Rae Smolowitz best 

wishes for a speedy and complete re-

covery, Diane and Steve Greenlick. 

Judy Aiges wises sincere condolences 

to the Cooper family on the loss of Rita 

Schwartz, beloved mother of Louise 

Cooper. 

Judy Aiges wishes sincere condolences 

to the Silberstein family on the loss of 

Jeffrey Rosenfeld, brother of Ilene (and 

Steven) Silberstein. 

Dan Golub in loving memory of his be-

loved mother, Ruth Golub. 

Dan Golub in loving memory of his be-

loved sister, Julie Golub. 

The Damsky and Sugarman family in 

honor of Rabbi Mishkin 

Sondra Winder wishes happy birthday 

to Rabbi Mishkin. Mazel tov! 

Susan and Gerald Horn in loving 

memory of Edythe Horn, beloved moth-

er of Gerald. 

Julie and Joel Greenblatt wish mazel 

tov to the Grabiner family on the birth of 

Jadie Redmond, daughter of Sela and 

Mikael Redmond. Proud grandparents, 

Suzanne and Peter Grabiner. 

 

 

Karen and Bob Farkas in loving 

memory of Helen Rowe, beloved moth-

er of Karen Farkas. 

Suzanne and Peter Grabiner in honor 

of the birth of their granddaughter,   

Jadie Elaine Redmond. 

Rachel and Martin Bialer in honor of 

Rabbi Mishkin. 

Paul Rappaport in loving memory of his 

beloved mother, Vera Rappaport. 

Louise and David Cooper in honor of 

Rabbi Perlman with appreciation for her 

support and caring during our family's 

time of need. 

 

The Religious School Fund: 

Marilyn Oser in loving memory of her 
beloved mother, Eve Cooper.  

 

Lev Shalem Fund: 

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch in honor of 
Rabbi Mishkin's birthday. 

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch in memory 
of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 
Louise Cooper. 

Susan and Richard Levin wish a big 
Happy Birthday to Rabbi Mishkin. 
Mazel tov! 

Letty and Jerry Roberts in honor of all 
the Robert's family January birthdays: 
Ruth, Jena, Sarah, and Steven. 

Doris and Bob Kleinman wish sincere 
condolences to Amy Kornblau on the 
loss of her beloved mother Ruth Castor. 
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Help TBI by          

Purchasing Through 

Amazon Smile 

Every time you make a 

purchase on Amazon 

smile, .5% of your pur-

chase price is donated to 

Temple Beth Israel when you select us as your 

primary charity. 

The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

private foundation created by Amazon to ad-

minister the AmazonSmile program. All dona-

tion amounts generated by the AmazonSmile 

program are remitted by a subsidiary of Ama-

zon.com, Inc. to the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

In turn, the AmazonSmile Foundation donates 

those amounts to the charitable organizations 

selected by our customers. Amazon pays all 

expenses of the AmazonSmile Foundation; 

they are not deducted from the donation 

amounts generated by purchases on Ama-

zonSmile. Click Here to join the giving!   

 

You are invited to sponsor one or more prayer 

books in honor, or in memory, of loved ones 

and/or friends. Each dedicated book will receive 

an inscribed bookplate.  

Please follow this link to our website where you 

can order books and make dedications, or down-

load a printable form to write in dedication 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_se_mit_dls_smi_0?ie=UTF8&orig=%2Fgp%2Fcss%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26pldnCmp%3Ddls%26pldnCrt%3Dudl%26pldnSite%3D1
https://www.tbiport.org/dedicate-a-siddur.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4IekNOwd6M

