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To all those who helped make the High Holidays 
wonderful!  

We are very grateful to you 

With much appreciation, Rita Shumsky 
 

Rabbi Mishkin & Cantor Grainer for leading us in services in a year like no other! 

David Volpe & Rosalie Silver for their amazing work each year . 

 All of our Service Leaders: 

Helena Eilenberg, Annette Kasle, Hilton Silver, & Bert Taffet 

Torah Readers:  

Michael Smolow, Bob Gass, Adam Wofse, Jaime Lewis, Irene Silver, Hersh Gottesman, 
Letty Roberts, Irene Silver, Barbara Taffet, Adam Wofse, & Jon White  

Haftarah Readers:  

Marley Coren, David Cooper, Jack Genicoff,  & Mark Fridman 

English Readings: 

David Volpe, Fern Cohen, Nathan Jackman, Mathhew & Brooklyn Greenblatt, Laura Lan-
dau, Alisa Schindler, Sheryl Gordon, Miklaya Schwartz, Matt Engel, Michael Nerenberg, 
Adina Kay Gross, Louis Silfin, Dori Fishbin, Katy Kasle, Dale Gidi, Isabel Kitay, Jenny 

Markman, Judy Sloan, Debi Gewirtz, Lori Volpe & Nancy Feldman 

 

Torah silver was polished in memory of Mary Lou Kalman by:  

Jessica Braginsky, Bob Epstein, Nancy Feldman, Joan Hulkower 

Susan Levin, Marilyn Oser, Ronnie Peshkin, Sherrie Pollack 

Irene Silver, Barbara Taffet and Sondra Winder 

 

Reading Desk Cover: Lenny Holland 

Sam Schaub for blowing the Shofar 

Creating the TBI gift bag: Louise Cooper, Mindy Tashlik, Joan Hulkower, Annette Kasle & 
Gail Maryles And for those who helped with delivery: Ed Friedman, David Cooper, Susan & 

Richard Levin, Beth Silfin, Lisa Naiburg, Helene Hechkopf, Mark Fridman, Julie Cheevers & 
Beth Ain 

Jon White, chair of our capital campaign for completing the Multipurpose Space  

Julie & Scott Coren, Eva Seegers, Nancy & Jay Feldman, Debi Gewirtz, & Jenny Markman    
for their uplifting Kol Nidrei videos 

Alisa Schindler, Michelle Mondschein and Beth Silfin for coordinating the TBI New Year’s   
greeting card, and providing the Bimah with beautiful flowers 

Jenny Markman & Anya Morgulis for coordination our children’s service leaders. And Thank you 
to all of our Children’s Service Leaders: Jenny Markman, Anya Morgulis, Adam Smith,           

Michael Smolow  

Helene Hechtkopf  for warmly welcoming all of our new members. 

Cathy Seldin for all she does for TBI and for making sure High Holiday Services went off          
without a hitch. 

Julie Cheevers for her hard work in the office. And our custodians Narvin Khan and             
Steven Davis who supported the facilities during this time of covid 

 

Long Island Streaming for their production work in helping TBI create a meaningful                 
virtual service  

 

   (If we missed anyone, please accept our deepest apologies.) 

 

This Issue of The TBI Tablet is 
sponsored by 

Beth & Jonathan  
Ain 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
their son 

Elijah 

This Issue of The TBI Tablet is 
sponsored by 

Nicolette & Harley 
Cohen 

In honor of the Bar Mitzvah of 
their son  

Spencer 

This Issue of The TBI Tablet is 
sponsored by 

Orna & Alex 
Couture 

In honor of the Bat Mitzvah of 
their daughter  

Sienna 

 Click here to see the 

TBI High Holiday video 

compiled by Annette 

and Dan Kasle   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zB5QcXc8vhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zB5QcXc8vhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zB5QcXc8vhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zB5QcXc8vhw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zB5QcXc8vhw
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Message from our President 
Excerpt from Rita Shumsky's Kol Nidrei Speech  

Mah nishtanah ha-layla ha-zeh, mi-kol ha-leylot? Why is this night different from all other nights? I know it isn't Passover - but you 
have to admit it sure is different.  

As long as I can remember, past Kol Nidrei appeals were usually given by one of our wonderful congregants. They spoke 
about their connection to the Temple  and why your donation is so important to the existence of Temple Beth Israel. Last year after 
the High Holidays were over, at a Board Meeting, Jenny Markman suggested we do a different kind of appeal. One perhaps with 
more people telling their story about why TBI is so important to them. Then came Covid-19 and the reality that the High Holidays 
of 5781 would be different than any we had ever known. Who would do the appeal?  We already had the answer, thanks to Jenny. 
This past week, we had the great pleasure of sharing with the congregation videos of five wonderful congregants who spoke about 
their connection to the temple and why it is so important to them.  

Tonight, I want to share with you one of the videos, (Julie and Scott Coren) we could have picked any one of the five be-
cause they are all very  moving. If you haven't already seen the others please go to YouTube, search TBI Office, and watch their 
heartfelt stories. Thank you Jenny Markman, VP for Education for our Religious School; Debi Gewirtz, VP for Education, Pre-
school and lifetime member; Jay and Nancy Feldman long time members; Eva Seegers, life-time member; and Julie and Scott 
Coren, proud parents of Eden and Marley who recently had her Bat Mitzvah.  

I too am increasing my pledge this year.  

Since I didn't speak to you at Rosh Hashanah I feel compelled to at least give you a short update about what is happen-
ing at TBI. First and foremost, thank you for your wonderful support during the past year, especially after we had to shut the build-
ing for Covid-19. Our mission at that time was to keep us all safe and connected as a community. Rabbi Mishkin, Cantor Grainer, 
Diana Snaider, Anya Morgulis, Cathy Selden, Julie Cheevers and the Board of Trustees and the newly created TBI Neighbor   
Network went into overdrive to accomplish that mission. Our Temple was never closed," we were here for you all along.. But    
differently!  We  Zoomed! Services, Preschool and Religious school, Adult Ed programs, and  Passover Seders and Shivas and 
you were there! 

I don't ever remember not being in synagogue for the High Holidays. And yet for Rosh Hashanah and now on  Kol Nidrei/
Yom Kippur we are praying from our homes, but altogether on Zoom. One of the highlights of Rosh Hashanah was the Tashlich 
and Shofar Services by the water.  There had to be over 150 people, live, masked and maintaining social distancing as best we 
could. We wanted to be together for real and got to see each other, legs included. I digress from my update:  

Believe it or not the Multipurpose Room is completed!  It is beautiful and all of the necessary permits have been obtained. 
I look forward to celebrating with you there.  

Our schools are in session and our children will be celebrating their Bar and Bat Mitzvahs. 

Last year on Rosh Hashanah i announced a new capital campaign to retire the mortgage. As of today, we are more than 
halfway to our goal. A little over $700,000. In the next month we have arranged with the bank to pay down half of the mortgage. I 
hope that by next September we won't have a mortgage.  

Our Gala was a wonderful success, cocktails included. We netted $50,000. Most importantly we came together to enjoy 
each other, have some laughs and share some great stories about some of our members.  

I have said this before and I will say it again, you are a wonderful and generous congregation. There is a real commitment 
from you, otherwise we wouldn't be here tonight on Zoom. You know that we depend on voluntary contributions to maintain our 
programming and services. This year with all that is going on your contributions are more important than ever. We even sent the 
ever-familiar pledge cards in the mail to make your contribution.  

Yes, it is a different night and a different time. As we move forward we plan to meet the challenges and to position TBI to 
be financially viable, physically safe and socially and spiritually connected.  

I love TBI and it is my honor and pleasure to serve as your President. On behalf of the Executive Board and the Board of 
Trustees I wish you a year of good health, happiness and peace.  I hope we are altogether in our sanctuary next year.  May all of 
us and our families be inscribed in the Book of Life for this New Year 5781.  

Have an easy fast. 

 

 

L'Shanah Tova.  

Wear a mask, wash your hands, social distance and please get a Flu Shot!  

Rita 



  

2 

 

 

 

 

 

The Power of One Word  

High Holiday Sermon  

Rabbi Mishkin 
 
 

Shalom Friends, 

 

I hope you had a good and meaningful High Holiday season.  I’d like 

to share with you part of the message from my Yom Kippur Yizkor 

sermon.  It’s about the power of one word. 

 

One of the famous stories in the Torah is about Rebecca and her son 

Jacob, teaming up to trick Isaac, so that Isaac gives Jacob a special 

blessing. The reason they needed to trick Isaac was because he had 

intended to give the special blessing to his other son, Esau.  The 

deception is successful, and when Esau finds out, he makes a   

promise to kill Jacob.  Therefore, Jacob must run away from home. 

 

Something you need to know about Jacob is, he was a homebody.  

So this was the first time he was leaving home.  Jacob was so scared 

about Esau, and so scared about leaving home, that he ran all day 

and all afternoon—until it got dark, and he couldn’t run anymore.  

Then Jacob collapsed on the ground and went to sleep. 

 

Can you imagine what that first night was like for Jacob?  It must 

have been terrifying?  Jacob felt that he was in grave danger, and 

there was so much that was unknown.  He must have been asking 

himself:  Is Esau chasing me?  And if so, will he catch me?  And, how 

am I going to live without my mother’s love and support?  And, what 

if I encounter danger on my journey—how do I know that I will ever 

make it back to see my mom and dad again? 

 
And then what happens?  God appears to Jacob in a dream and re-

affirms the covenant with Jacob—telling him that his descendants will 

dwell in the Land of Canaan, and that his descendants will become a 

great multitude.   

 
That’s all very nice, but it’s what God says next, which is most im-

portant.  God says, “Remember, I am with you:  I will protect you 

wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land.  I will not 

leave you, until I have done what I have promised you.” 

 

God is saying to Jacob the most important word you can say to 

someone who seeks comfort and strength, “Hineni”—here I am.  I 

am here for you.  I will not abandon you.  I will be with you.   

 

Decades later, when Jacob is on his deathbed and talking to his son 

Joseph, he recounts THAT MOMENT, when God comforted him on 

that first night when he was so terrified.  God’s words of comfort were 

so powerful and meaningful for Jacob, he kept the memory of that 

night close to his heart, throughout his life.   

 

This story illustrates a wonderful teaching found in a book called Avot 

de’Rabbi Natan.  The teaching says:  “It is better for a person to    

have ONE word during a crisis, than a hundred words in the 

midst of abundance,” (2:5). 

According to this teaching, words spoken to us, when we are in cri-

sis—when we are in pain—and when we are struggling – are more 

powerful than words spoken to us, in times of satisfaction or joy.  

This means we should be especially sensitive to people – and when 

we learn that they are mourning a loss, or grieving a painful experi-

ence – we should reach out to them, and offer them some words of 

support – words of comfort – words of love.  And sometimes, no 

words are necessary.   Our mere presence tells the person grieving, 

“hinneni.” 

 

Just as God speaks kindly to a person in distress, so too we should 

speak kindly to people in distress.  When someone suffers a loss, we 

can offer comforting words at the shiva house.  More than our words, 

it’s our presence, that makes the biggest statement.  It’s our pres-

ence that says we care.  During the pandemic, I encourage you to 

join zoom-shivas, and after the pandemic (God willing, it should end 

soon), I encourage you to go to more shiva houses. 

 
While shiva is an incredibly powerful ritual for the mourner, AND for 

the community that comforts the mourner, our rituals thin out after 

shiva.  Unless you are very close to a mourner, once shiva ends, it’s 

easy to move on, and not think about a particular person’s loss 

again.  Often a person who suffers a loss, grieves for many months, 

or more.  According to Jewish law, when someone loses a parent, 

the mourning period is 12 months.  12 months is also a very mean-

ingful period of mourning when we lose other family members and 

close friends.   

 
Today—on Yom Kippur—I’m asking all of us to recognize this reality, 

and in this New Year, to make an effort to continue to reach out to 

mourner’s after shiva, and after sheloshim (the first 30 days), and to 

continue our efforts for months, reaching out and saying, “hineni”—“I 

am here for you,” or asking “Would you like to talk?” or “Is there any-

thing I can do for you?”  

 

While we announce the names of people who lose a close family 

member, we don’t announce people who are suffering from other 

types of set-backs or challenges. But the wisdom of this teaching 

applies beyond people who are in mourning:  “One word in a crisis, 

is better than a hundred in the midst of abundance!”  If we know 

someone going through a divorce, or someone who lost his or her 

job, or someone who has suffered a painful setback – we should 

reach out to them.  

 
A lot of times we don’t reach out to people in these situations be-

cause we say to ourselves, “I don’t want to intrude in their personal 

matters.”  Or we think, “They have plenty of other friends, they don’t 

want to hear from me.”  Or, we may be hesitant because we ask our-

selves, “What does one say in a situation like this?”  What we say 

and when we say it, depends on our relationship to the person in 

pain.  However, more than what we say—the mere fact that we reach 

out to the person, sends them the message of –“hinneni” -“I am 

here.  You are not alone. You have people who care about you, and 

support you.” Reaching out can be as small as sending a text or an 

email, and that gives the person the ability to respond, or not re-

spond. 

 
How should we behave in the world?  Let us follow God’s example, 
and proactively reach out to people in pain, and tell them “hinneni” – 

we are here for them. May we offer one word (or more) to people in 
crisis, and through our efforts, may we lift them up, support them, 
and strengthen them.  And let us say:  Amen. 
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It is with great pride and joy that we announce the Bar Mitzvah of our son,            

Spencer J. Cohen, on October 24, 2020.  Spencer is the son of Nicolette and Harley 

Cohen and the brother of Ashley.  He is the grandson of Jana Tailer and Victor (of 

blessed memory) Tailer and Susan Forbes.   Born on September 12, 2007 in Naples, 

FL, he has amazed us as he has grown into an amazing young man with endless 

curiosity about life, a thirst for knowledge, and a sense of wit and humor which belies 

his 13 years of age.   In our home, he is a virtual stand-up comedian and burgeoning 

rock star.  His impressions of people are hilarious and unusually refreshing in our 

current climate where most have lost the ability to laugh.   In his spare moments be-

tween reading Kurt Vonnegut and Robin Cook medical thrillers, he is jamming in the 

basement to Nirvana, Elvis Costello, the Pixies, Tame Impala, and the Beatles. He 

demonstrates a relentless drive to succeed both academically and in his passion for 

Tennis and Skiing.  He loves travelling to places close and far.  Among his favorite 

trips are Nevis, Aruba, Grand Cayman, London, and Stowe.  Fundamentally, Spencer 

has a big heart and has great empathy for others.  He aspires to become a physician 

one day.  Spencer would like to thank Cantor Grainer and Rabbi Mishkin for their  

effort and time in helping him to prepare for this milestone in his life.     

Born on his due date, Elijah slept through the night right away, predicting the chill and 
grounded way he would move through his days. A warm, easygoing child, Elijah was 
known early on for his clumsiness—bumping into tables, spilling drinks, requiring stitch-
es on vacation, and occasional visits to an Emergency Room, he kept us on our toes 
even as he was likely breaking his. We have always believed that his mind was working 
so fast, his body couldn’t quite keep up. And now, as anyone has seen him lately can 
attest, everything has caught up. 

Reflective, forgiving and a calming force in chaos, we often refer to Elijah as the proph-
et of peace. As he became a voracious and thoughtful reader, he started developing a 
broad and compassionate worldview in elementary school. Deeply incensed by unfair-
ness, he might call one of us in to read a passage in a book or a news story that has 
moved him. He loves music now more even than books and while most 13-year-olds 
love rap for the beats and the rhymes, Elijah is drawn also to the lyrics and the history 
and the insight. He researches and digs deep to find new artists, to understand influ-
ences, and excitedly shares all of that passion and knowledge with us. Everything with 
him is immersive, an experience, a joy. 

The dreamiest of little brothers, he is a willing sidekick to Grace. The way they root for 
each other and laugh together surprises some, but not us. Elijah is patient beyond reason, curious, bright, energetic and 
the most loyal friend and brother. To his Mom-Mom, he was particularly special. We would often find the two of them play-
ing a raucous game of indoor mini-basketball or talking about college hoops and yes, laughing. And when she got sick, 
there was not a day when his first question was either to her or about her. May we all have a child in our lives who asks 
after us with such concern.  

Elijah loves his grandparents, aunts and uncles dearly, loves playing big brother to all of his cousins, and loves staying up 
late talking to one of us, often sneaking in late-night video games with Jon or a TikTok appearance with Grace. He is a big 
thinker and a cool, calm, and collected kid who always offers a hand. Wise beyond his years, loving without condition, 
Elijah is going to make waves in this world with conviction and kindness.  
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Upcoming Events for  

Religious School 

Mini Sukkah Making     
Contest 

Submit your sukkah by: 
Sunday October 11th 

Your learner is invited to enter this 
contest by creating their own, minia-

ture sukkah. They can do so by 
creating an edible sukkah, by using 
Legos, or by whatever process or 

modality your learner is drawn to. In 
order to enter, the sukkah must: 

have two and a half walls. Only one 
can be an existing wall, like the side 
of a house. The walls may be con-

structed of any material that will 
remain sturdy in a gust of wind. 

have a roof that is to be temporary. 
This roof covering, s’chach, should 
give shade and yet allow those in 

the sukkah to see the stars through 
the roof at night. 

to submit your entry, email Anya 
at anyam@tbiport.org two photos- 
one close up of your design, and 

one of your learner standing next to 
their creation! More photos or even 
a video tutorial are welcome, but 
two photos required to enter :-)   

Prizes will be awarded!  

 

Alternative, Safe Sukkah 
Distanced Hop!  

Saturday, October 10  

2-5pm  

 

Simchat Torah-  

Sunday, October 11  

from 3-4pm where we will 
unroll the entire Torah  

 

Preschoolers are invited to 
color a Torah coloring 

page with our TBI logo on 
it and hang it in their win-

dow for Simchat Torah- the 
page can be found here:  

Click Here 

By: Anya Morgulis 

During Passover, one of the four children we speak about is the 
child who does not know how to ask.  Having the tools to ask the right 
question improves the chance that you get the answer you are looking 
for.  Many times, we ask the wrong questions, and become frustrated 
with the responses we receive.  One example related to Religious School 
is the question parents ask when they pick their learners up from school: 
“How was school today?  What did you do?  What did you learn?” 

These questions are certainly well intentioned- tell me all the 
things!  Share with me your sage Jewish wisdom that you have ac-
quired.  Tell me the tales, paint me a picture, reassure me that this time 
that our family has dedicated is worth it!  These pleads are so often met 
with, “It was OK,” “we did nothing,” or the infamous “I don’t know.”  Sure-
ly, parents are aware that we did not ‘do nothing’ for two hours, but the 
answers you seek continue to elude you.  This is not your fault, wise par-
ents, for you simply do not have the tools to ask the correct questions to 
get the answers you hope for. 

Remind App to the rescue!  Beyond using this to send actual re-
minders that are helpful, my hope of using this app is as a way to provide 
you, the parents, the tools to have the correct language to ask a question 
that may, in fact, lead you to a real answer!  At the end of each in person 
session, about 15 minute before pickup, I will be using the app to send 
you the exact question to ask your learner.  This is meant to help the dia-
logue for the car ride home, so your learner can answer a specific ques-
tion about class that they covered.  Something concrete and tangible that 
helps them share their knowledge, and may prompt them to share more, 
as well! 
If you have not yet received an alert indicating that you are registered to 
your learners class, please email me at anyam@tbiport.org and we will 
get your information added promptly. 

I look forward to hearing feedback from families about how this 
tool is working for you.  Let me know if it is enabling you to learn more 
about our weekly sessions, or how these dialogues unfold.  Here’s to  

using the tools to open the pathway to meaningful conversations! 

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL NEWS 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BWN4nh1QZuFwFwzOTffniO-6Q2cqENHCetnMxS6aGv4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:anyam@tbiport.org


Justice RBG: An Eternal Light Brooklynite, and a Noto-
rious Life-Long Champion for Change.  
 
By Mark A. Schneider, 
TBI Past President & TBI Tablet Editor-at-Large. 
 
 
As we all know, Rosh Hashanah was a lot different this year.  
 
    Perhaps the low point of the High Holidays occurred on the first night with the 
breaking news that Jewish cultural icon and Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg had passed away at age 87.  
 
    Long before Justice Ginsburg became known for her infamous nickname as the 
“Notorious RBG,”  she first made a name for herself as a 13 year old in her Brooklyn 
neighborhood where Ruth Bader was also known by her childhood nickname of  
‘Kiki Bader’.  
 
   I learned that the future RBG and I both had something in common as 13 year 
olds: we both went to Jewish owned summer camps and we both became 13 year 
old writers for our synagogue bulletins!   
 
  Writing for her synagogue bulletin as an 8th grader at the end of World War II, 
Ruth beautifully wrote words that her shul would later describe as a “mature essay 
that offers a glimpse into the mind of a woman whose command of the language 
would be so evident years later when she became a Justice on the Supreme Court.”  
 
    At age 13, I had just celebrated my bar mitzvah at the our family conservative 
synagogue located in Jamaica Estates North Queens, then known as Israel Center 
of Hillcrest Manor.  Back then, only boys could have a Bar Mitzvah. I questioned 
why. 
 
    The future Justice and her family were members of Brooklyn’s East Midwood 
Jewish Center Conservative synagogue where Ruth Bader also wondered as a 
young girl why boys got to do bar mitzvah at age 13 while “there was no comparable 
ceremony for me,” a struggle that some believe may have shaped her into the gen-
der advocate that built her illustrious career.   
 
    Her synagogue bulletin article about World War II began: “The war has left a 
bloody trail and many deep wounds not too easily healed. Many people have been 
left with scars that take a long time to pass away. We must never forget the horrors 
which our brethren were subjected to in Bergen-Belsen and other Nazi concentra-
tion camps. Then, too, we must try hard to understand that for righteous people hate 
and prejudice are neither good occupations nor fit companions,” the 13-year-old 
Ruth Bader wrote. 
 
    She added, “There can be a happy world and there will be once again when men 
create a strong bond towards one another, a bond unbreakable by a studied preju-
dice or a passing circumstance. Then and only then shall we have a world built on 
the foundation of the Fatherhood of God and whose structure is the Brotherhood of 
Man,” her essay concluded. 
 
    My synagogue bulletin writing style as a 13 year old was focused on my weekly 
Sunday morning minyan where our group of 13-16 year old post Bar-Mitzvah boys 
gathered in our “Tallit & Tefillin Club.” Over breakfast bagels, we would discuss Ju-
daic life issues and what we could do to make our world better. My synagogue bul-
letin articles also covered our regular trips, the best being when we visited the NBC 
Radio Studios in Rockefeller Center to be part of the intimate backstage audience at 
the Jewish Theological Seminary’s Eternal Light legendary radio programs. NBC 
said no to sponsors, no to commercials by telling persistent advertising business 
executives, “God doesn’t need sponsors.”  
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg became her own eternal light legend 
in so many ways as she broke the so-called glass ceiling to 
become what the “New York Times” called a “Jurist of His-
toric Stature.”  As her flag-draped casket was brought into 
the Supreme Court building to lie in repose, the world heard 
powerful words spoken and sung by Rabbi Lauren 
Holtzblatt of Adas Israel Congregation in Washington, DC, 
whose husband Ari was a one-time law clerk for Justice 
Ginsburg. Rabbi Holtzblatt sang and spoke of Justice Gins-
burg with moving, meaningful words that touched all of us, 
saying “to be born into a world that does not see you, that 
does not believe in your potential, that does not give you a 
path for opportunity or a clear path for education, and de-
spite this, to be able to see beyond the world you are in, to 

imagine that something can be different—that is the job of a prophet,” she said. 
 
    I thought of all those impactful words thinking back to the first day Torah service of Rosh Hashanah as a recently 
bat mitzvah’d 13 year old young woman chanted the Haftorah at TBI.  RBG would have been proud.  
 
      Days of mourning gave us opportunities to reflect on the impact and the distinguished life of Justice Ginsburg. I 
recalled listening a number of years ago to a wonderful presentation by the authors Irin Carmon and Shana Knizh-
nik who wrote the book that led to her infamous judicial nickname: “Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of Ruth Ba-
der Ginsburg." I also talked about watching the wonderful not-to-be-missed 2018 documentary simply titled “RBG," 
including thinking about her husband Martin who she first met when they were both undergraduates at Cornell Uni-
versity.  Sadly, they are both now reunited, together again at Arlington National Cemetery.    
 
   Back to her Brooklyn schools days, in addition to being a member and writer at the East Midwood Jewish Center, 
Kiki Bader was a graduate of P.S 238 and the infamous James Madison High School, where Kiki was a cheerlead-
er, and whose famous alumni graduates include: Senate Minority Leader and New York Senator Charles Schumer 
and former Presidential Candidate and Vermont Senator Bernie Sanders. 
 
  A word about summer camp. Both RBG and I loved our Jewish owned summer camps. Mine was run by a Rabbi.  
Ruth’s uncle actually owned Camp Che-Ne-Wa in Minerva, New York where Ruth spent her summers. At age 15, 
two years after she wished she could become Bat Mitzvah’d, the future Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, served as the 
camp Rabbi, delivering summer camp sermons. 
 
    Just wrap your head—and collar—around that! 
 

Wednesday, November 18th at 7:30 pm via zoom 

The Social Action Committee of Temple Beth Israel  presents a forum on The Challenge of Food Insecurity in our 
Community 

What is Food Insecurity?   Food Insecurity refers to a lack of available financial resources for food at the household 
level.   

 

2017 Overall County Food Insecurity in New York, Nassau County  

In 2018, an estimated 1 in 9 Americans were food insecure 

Food Insecure People in Nassau County – 73,050   

Food Insecure Children in Nassau County – 36,650        

  

Please drop off at TBI one or all of the following items in our collection bins: 

Rice, canola or vegetable oil, tuna, peanut butter, pasta and/or pet food  

All donations will go to our local  pantries  

For more information or any questions, please contact Janet Lavin 

jdlavin@aol.com   

mailto:jdlavin@aol.com


 

 

By: Diana Snaider 

COVID and Teaching Our Children Resiliency 

After being in school for almost a month, I can honestly say that 
the best decision we made was to reopen TBI Preschool. Of 
course, during the past few months, we have had a lot of un-
knowns. What is this virus? Who does it affect most? What are the 
symptoms? When will our lives go back to normal? So much un-
certainty. Well one thing we know for certain is that kids need to be 
in school. It is great for social and emotional health, structure and 
routine and learning. 

Kids are resilient! They were able to bounce back and much of 
their success has to do with the guidance and support of our     
parents and teachers. We continue to give them the tools to      
problem solve, label emotions, demonstrate coping skills, embrace 
mistakes, and model resiliency. I watched them come into school on the first day and I saw how they were craving the 
emotional and social bonds with their friends. It was wonderful to experience and to witness. 

During this holiday season of Rosh Hashanah, celebrating a New Year and repenting on Yom Kippur, we have been 
able to teach our children to appreciate all that we have and how to be empathetic. Recognizing how someone feels en-
ables them to also say I am sorry and also learn how to forgive.  

These beautiful 2-4-year-old children are more resilient and aware of situations than we give them. I am super proud of 
how they have adjusted to school and thrilled to see them smiling and having fun with their teachers and friends.  

Wishing all a wonderful, happy and healthy New Year! 
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The BAM Fund (Be a mensch) 

Robin Gitomer in loving memory of her beloved grandfather Hyman 

Malina. 

The Building Fund 

Ronnie Peshkin wishes Shirley Levinson a big mazel tov and happy 

birthday!! 

Warm wishes, hugs and mazel tov to Shirley Levinson on her    birth-

day. Wishing her many more celebrations. Richard and Susan Levin 

Mazel tov to Alina and Mark Heller new grandparents and their whole 

family on the joyous arrival of Blair Remi, Susan and Richard Levin. 

Julie and Howard Levine wish their sincere condolences to the Freilich 

family on the loss of Arnold Freilich beloved father of Jeff Freilich. 

Happy special birthday and best wishes to Shirley Levinson...Nancy 

and Jay Feldman 

Roberta and Michael Cooperman wish Richard Levin and the Levin 

family sincere condolences on the loss of Howard Levin. 

Bart Steinberg and family in loving memory of Susan Steinberg, be-

loved wife and mother. 

The Steinberg family in loving memory of Roz Steinberg, beloved 

mother of Bart Steinberg. 

 

 

 

 

 

Joan Hulkower wishes sincere condolences to Wendy Gelman and 

family on the loss of her beloved niece Laura Schwartz. 

Jean and Rev. Charles Vogeley wish Judith Siegel sincere condolenc-

es on the loss of her dear husband Al Siegel. 

Irene and Hilton Silver wish a very happy birthday to Rita Shumsky! 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish Rita Shumsky a very happy  birthday! 

Jennifer Hammer in honor of Temple Beth Israel. L' Shana   Tovah. 

Susan Isaacs and Elkan Abramowitz in loving memory of Gloria Safier, 

beloved friend. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish mazel tov to Edie Katz on her honor 

from the Port Washington Library Foundation. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish mazel tov to Murray and Margaret 

Weissbach on their 60th wedding anniversary. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman wish mazel tov to Rita Shumsky on her 80th 

birthday. 

Allison and Jon White wish their sincere condolences to Jonathan 

Konoff and family on the loss of his beloved sister, Naomi Pardue. 
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The Building Fund 

Allison and Jon White wish their sincere condolences to Liz and Ste-

ven Reisman on the tragic loss of their son Noah Reisman. 

Joan and Daniel Konas wish their sincere condolences to Liz and 

Steven Reisman and family on the tragic loss of son Noah Reisman. 

Irene and Hilton Silver in honor of TBI and Rabbi Mishkin, thank you 

for wonderful and meaningful high holiday services. 

The Cantor’ s Discretionary Fund 

Beverly Taubel wishes Shirley Levinson a big mazel tov and  happy 

birthday!! 

The Library Fund 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish Refuah Shlema to Sondra Winder. 

Speedy recovery. 

Sandra and Stephen Marcus wish condolences to the Freilich family 

on the loss of Arnold Freilich, beloved father of Jeff Freilich. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish happy birthday to Rita on her 80th 

birthday! 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish condolences to Jon Konoff on the 

passing of his beloved sister, Naomi Pardue. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish mazel tov to the Weissbachs on 

their 60th wedding anniversary. 

The Mahzor Book Fund 

Esther Levine and family in loving memory of Ralph Levy, beloved 

father of Esther Levine.  

Esther Levin and family in loving memory of Lena Levy, beloved 

mother of Ether Levine. 

Joan Hulkower in loving memory of her beloved father Charles     

Edwards. 

The Rabbi’ s Discretionary Fund 

Harriet Englander in honor of Rabbi Mishkin 

Shula and Henry Mustacchi in loving memory of George Leisner,   

beloved uncle of Shula Mustacchi. 

Susan and Gerald Horn in loving memory of Harry Jaslow, beloved 

father of Susan. 

Mella Behar and Roy Schoen in loving memory of Herbert Schoen, 

beloved father of Roy Schoen. 

Beverly Taubel wishes mazel tov to Jon and Allison White and the 

White family on the marriage of Isaac White to Kara Krakower. 

Joan Miller in loving memory of her beloved mother, Ruth Lichten-

stein,  

I want to thank the Rabbi for his kindness, hard work, intelligence, 

social conscience, as well as efforts to get us through this pandemic. I 

wish L'Shana Tovah to the Rabbi, Tamara, Lilly, Ben, and Nathan for 

a sweet year. With thanks Judy Aiges                        

Susan and Richard Levin wish a very happy birthday to                  

Rita Shumsky! 

 

 

 

 

Jeffrey Naschek family in honor of Rabbi Mishkin 

The Shevrin family in loving memory of Joan Diane Shevrin, beloved 

mother of Scott Shevrin. 

Daniel Feinstein in honor of TBI and High Holiday services. 

Sincere condolences to Liz and Steven Reisman and family on the 

loss of their beloved son Noah Reisman, loving brother of Rachel and 

Samuel. 

Gail and Mark Mancher wish sincerest condolences to the Reisman 

family on the tragic loss of Noah Reisman. 

Gail and Mark Mancher wish mazel tov to Alina and Mark Heller on 

the birth of their granddaughter Blair Remi. 

The Religious School Fund 

Lisa and Leon Gewolb in loving memory of our loved ones who have 

passed on and who we think about dearly always. 

Paula Kaminsky Davis in honor of Rita Shumsky's special birthday! 

Mazel tov. 

The Social Action Fund 

Allison and Jon White wish sincere condolences to Jeff Freilich and 

his family on the loss of his beloved father Arnold Freilich. 

Melanie and Marc Bedell in loving memory of Sherman and Judith 

Landwehr, beloved parents of Hillary Fox. 

The Sisterhood Fund 

Honor someone's simcha, express sympathy, or wish someone 
refuah shlema by making a contribution to Sisterhood, and a card 
will be sent on your behalf.  For a minimum contribution of $10.00, 
you can choose from the Building Beautification Fund (BBF), Flower 
Fund (FF), School Equipment Fund (SEF), Torah Repair Fund (TRF), 
or the Women's League Torah Fund Campaign (WLTF).  JNF Tree 
certificates are available for a minimum contribution of 
$18.00.  Please e-mail Deborah Brooks 
at deborahnaomi@aol.com and send your contribution (payable to 
TBI Sisterhood) to TBI, c/o Deborah Brooks. 
 
Sincere condolences from Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF to:  
Jeffrey Freilich on the passing of his beloved father Arnold Freilich 
Liz and Steven Reisman on the accidental death of their beloved son 
Noah 
 
Mazal tov from Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF to: 
 Allison and Jonathan White on the mar-
riage of their son Isaac to Kara Krakower 
 
Mazal tov from Board and Officers 
WLTF, Eleanor and Victor Himel FF, 
Joan Hulkower BBF 
Sisterhood WLTF to: 
Beth and Jonathan Ain on their son   
Elijah becoming a Bar Mitzvah 
Orna and Alex Couture on their daughter 
Sienna becoming a Bat Mitzvah 
Nicolette and Harley Cohen on their son Spencer becoming a  Bar 
Mitzvah 
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TBI Library Committee 
welcomes:  

 

Judy Heumann 
Wednesday October 21 

7:30pm 
 

Meet up virtually with award winner and Author 
Judy Heumann. An American disability rights    
activist, she is recognized internationally as a 

leader in the disability community.  

Heumann is a lifelong civil rights advocate for peo-
ple with disabilities.  

Tune in and listen to her life story, victories and    
accomplishments.   
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Meg Waite Clayton 
Thursday November 19 

8:00pm 
Meet up virtually with New York Times bestselling novelist Meg Waite Clayton. The discussion centers 

around her powerful new book The Last Train to London, set in the pre–World War II era, based on the 
true story of the Kindertransport rescue of ten thousand children from Nazi-occupied Europe—and of one 

brave woman who helped them escape.  


