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Shalom Friends, 
 
Havdalah is a wonderful, fun, and short ritual we do to mark the 

end of Shabbat, and the beginning of a new week.  Imagine the 

following scene for a moment:  Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel  

is making Havdalah and holding the cup of wine.  To his right is 

the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., holding the candle.  Completing the circle, and 

holding the spices, is Reverend William Sloane Coffin, a prominent civil rights and 

peace activist.  This scene actually took place in Rabbi Heschel’s apartment on the 

Upper West Side.  Once Rabbi Heschel completed the blessings for Havdalah, and 

they wished each other a “shavuah tov” (a good week), he and his guests sat and 

talked.  Then Rabbi Heschel presented them with a riddle from a story about the wise 

men of Chelm.   The wise men of Chelm were debating a matter of great importance. 

They wondered, how does a person grow?  One group of “wise men” said, people 

grow from the feet up.  Another group scoffed at that idea and said, “It’s the exact op-

posite of that.  People grow from the head down.”  Rabbi Heschel then posed the 

question to his esteemed guests.  They weren’t sure how to answer the question.  So 

after a few moments, Rabbi Heschel said, “The answer is neither.  Instead, individuals 

grow from within and grow out, beyond their egos, and toward other people.” 

 

This wonderful story appears in an inspiring new biography, entitled, Abraham Joshua 

Heschel.  The book, which is part of the Jewish Lives series, is written by Julian Zeliz-

er, a professor of political history at Princeton University.  This story provides us with 

a little bit of insight into the close relationship that Rabbi Heschel had with religious 

leaders of other faiths.  It’s not surprising because Rabbi Heschel was committed to 

working with others – both Jews and non-Jews – to combat bigotry, save Soviet Jews, 

and end the war in Vietnam.  Another reason I like this story is because the riddle 

from the wise men of Chelm effectively captures Rabbi Heschel’s concept of holi-

ness.  In the Torah, God tells us (via Moses), “Kedoshim tihiyu, ki kadosh ani Adonai 

Eloheichm,” (Leviticus 19:1), which means “You shall be holy because I, the Lord your 

God, am holy.”  We can be holy because God has created us in God’s image, and 

God is holy.  What is holiness?                      Continued on next page... 
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Rabbi Mishkin continued from cover... 

 

It’s transcending our own self-interests and being aware of, and         

committed to, meeting the interests and needs of others. 

Dr. King had a similar belief, which is expressed in this quote: “An individ-

ual has not started living until he can rise above the narrow confines of 

his individualistic concerns, to the broader concerns of all humanity.” 

Martin Luther King Day falls on January 17, 2022.  Because of Dr. King’s 

commitment to others, both in his actions and his beliefs, many people 

take some time out on MLK Day to engage in community service – to 

dedicate themselves to the broader concerns of others.  In January, we 

will be sending out details for specific community service projects that 

you can do on MLK Day.  If you are around, please participate.  This is a 

beautiful way to honor the memory of Dr. King, and a way to achieve a 

moment of holiness. 

l’Shalom, 

Rabbi Mishkin 

rabbimishkin@tibport.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all love the Mahzor Lev Shalem                                             

(High Holiday prayer book).  

Soon we will have the new Siddur Lev Shalem (prayer book) 

for our Friday Night and Shabbat morning services.  

Please help make this happen by sponsoring one or more 

Siddur Lev Shalem books. 

$54 per book dedication 

Read More Here 

 

 

 

To Our Newest Members 

David Becker 

Daniel & Allison Feinstein and children 

Lindsey, Andrew, Jessie and Jake 

David Golub 

David & Amy Kohn and children               

Sienna and Jared 

Scott Krakower & Heather Rosen and 

children Hazel and Evan 

Gregory & Allison Malz and children 

Preston and Judah 

Edward & Jamie Markovich and son  

David 

Jonathan & Melinda Schwartz and son 

Theodore 

Adam & Dara Singer and children      

Ellie and Austin 

William & Cary Stonberg and children 

Matthew and Avery 

Ilan & Brandi Tito and children            

Leo and Devi 

Scott & Samantha Underberg and     

children Jonah and Aaron 

https://www.tbiport.org/dedicate-a-siddur.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4IekNOwd6M
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By: Rabbi Sharyn Perlman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shalom, Friends. 

 Our brothers and sisters in    
Israel have been experiencing a 
too- dry rainy season. The rains 
are what make the country bloom 
following the brutally hot – and long 
– dry season. And because the 
spiritual lives of Jews around the 
world are tethered to the Land of 
Israel, we include a prayer for rain 
in the daily Amidah that we recite 
three times a day.   Let’s hope the 
rains start soon! 

 The first tree to bloom in 
Israel is usually the sh’kadiah, the 
almond tree, its lovely white and 
pink blossoms announcing the very 
first hint of spring, usually some-
time in January. The sh’kediah is 
much like the crocuses in our 
neighborhoods that start to peek 
through the frozen ground some-
time in February or March.   

 Because of the connection 
to the land, one of the loveliest hol-
idays in Israel is Tu B’Shevat, the 
15

th
 day of the Hebrew month of 

Shevat, also known as the New 
Year for the Trees, when Israel cel-
ebrates rebirth and rejuvenation 
after the harsh winter. (This year, 
Tu B’Shevat falls on January 17, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.)  

 In ancient times, Tu B ’She-
vat served a fiscal and agricultural 
purpose, enabling farmers to deter-
mine the age of a tree in order to 
tithe and harvest its fruit. In mod-
ern times, celebrating Tu B ’Shevat 
has continued to evolve,    taking 
on new relevance and rituals, in-
cluding planting trees.  

 Tu B’Shevat celebrates the  
liminal moments between winter 
hibernation and the rebirth of 
spring. The New Year of the Trees 
invites us to  anchor ourselves in 
our roots – our  families and 
friends, our TBI community, our 
greater Port Washington communi-
ty, and the global community. Dig-
ging deep and soaking up the win-
ter rain helps us to blossom and 
grow toward the sky, toward Heav-
en, toward God.  

 On Tu B’Shevat, we also 
become more aware of the hidden 
and mystical potential in our physi-
cal surroundings – the dormant 
seeds, the green sprouts, the fresh 
blossoms, the first fruits of the  
season.  

                                                   

 

Tu B’Shevat affirms our precious 
bond with the Land of Israel and 
with all creation.  

 And the holiday that cele-
brates the rebirth of the land also 
teaches us a unique spiritual les-
son: When we begin to feel over-
whelmed by life ’s challenges, Tu 
B’Shevat teaches us to change our 
perspective and realize that God 
hasn’t “buried us” under our chal-
lenges, God has “planted us,” in 
fertile soil, so we can grow and 
sprout new insights and under-
standing. As we say in the bracha 
after an aliyah to the Torah, 
“V ’chaye olam natah b ’tocheinu,” 
we bless God for “implanting within 
us  eternal life.”  

 As the winter begins to set-
tle in around us, may you and your 
loved ones experience the rejuve-
nating    powers of Tu B ’Shevat.    

 

With blessings,                                
Rabbi Sharyn Perlman 

rabbiperlman@tbiport.org  

mailto:rabbiperlman@tbiport.org
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Directly from Me to You  

By: Brett Parker 

 

 

 

 

 

I don’t celebrate Gregorian New 
Year’s Day on January 1.  I just can’t 
divorce the date from the event (it’s 
been 2022 years since….), and—
besides—we Jews, of course, have 
four of our very own New Year’s Days 
to celebrate each year.  I, for one, see 
no need to add a fifth to my own    
celebrations.  So I’m not one for    
January resolutions.   
 
Except. 
 
Except that two years ago, I did sort of 
make a January resolution, and—
wonder of wonders—I’ve actually 
stuck to it (so far, anyway).  Since 
January 6, 2020 I.P. (Immediately Pre
-COVID), I’ve been learning Talmud 
on the Daf Yomi schedule.  Many of 
you are well aware of what that is, and 
some of you have done it yourselves 
(and/or are doing it now), but for those 
who don’t know, Daf Yomi is a system 
of daily study whereby one reads the 
entire Babylonian Talmud over the 
course of approximately 7.5 
years.  “Daf Yomi” means “a page a 
day” or “a daily page.”  Well, kinda.  A 
daf is not technically a page; it’s a 
double-sided folio.  But “a folio a day” 
doesn’t have quite the same ring to it, 
especially to our modern ears.   
 
This is actually my third time trying 
Daf Yomi.  The first two times, I didn’t 
even make it through the first 
day.  Then, in January 2020, about 
fifteen years after I’d first given it a 
half-hearted attempt, I set a goal for 
myself of learning just that first daf of 
Brachot (the first masechet—
tractate—in the Daf Yomi cycle).  And 
I did it.  I read the first day’s daf and 
listened to a few online shiurim/
podcasts about it.  It worked.  So I 
gave myself the goal of getting 

through the second day, and then a 
whole week, and then a month, and 
then the entire tractate of Bra-
chot.  Somehow, I made it through 
that first masechet, and—by that 
point—I’d developed a study system 
that worked for me, and I just kept 
going.  Even now, two years later, I 
haven’t allowed myself to admit to the 
explicit goal of finishing all of Shas 
(the Hebrew abbreviation—shin 
samech—for Shishah Sedarim, the 
Six Orders of the Mishna).  I keep giv-
ing myself bite-sized and attainable 
mini-goals to shoot for, and I feel a 
tremendous sense of accomplishment 
each time I attend a (virtual) siyum 
celebrating finishing another   
masechet.  
 
Why did I start this?  Why do I contin-
ue?  There are plenty of solid argu-
ments against the whole Daf Yomi 
project.  The three that prevented me 
from even getting off the ground the 
last two times are: 
 
1. It’s an ENORMOUS commitment.  

Seven-and-a-half years?  Can I 
really take that on? 

2. It’s an undeniably superficial ap-
proach to study.  Strange as it 
may sound, given that it takes 
about 7.5 years to complete the 
Daf Yomi cycle, learning a daf a 
day amounts to flying through 
Shas at breakneck speed.  One 
could easily spend a week or 
more on any particular daf, espe-
cially as there are endless com-
mentaries on the commentaries to 
read and discuss, and the way 
Talmud is studied in most yeshi-
vahs is much slower and more 
deliberate than a page a day. 

3. I don’t have the background for it.  
My Hebrew is rudimentary at best, 
and my Aramaic is limited to Chad 
Gadya and kaddish.  I don’t have 
a yeshivah education.  Although 
I’m pretty well acquainted with the 
Ta (the Chumash), I’m woefully 
ignorant when it comes to the 
NaCh and the major commen-
taries.  Having only dipped my toe 

into many of our fundamental 
texts, who do I think I am taking 
on the entire Talmud? 

 
While those reasons arguing against 
Daf Yomi are compelling, I finally 
found—on my third try—the reasons 
arguing in favor of Daf Yomi even 
more so: 
 
1. The Talmud is, perhaps, the fun-

damental text of Rabbinic (post-
Temple, or—if you prefer—
between the second and third 
Temples) Judaism.  Even more 
than the Written Torah itself, the 
Oral Torah lays the groundwork 
for the Judaism we practice today.  
I want to understand that.  I want 
to recognize the precedent and 
rationale for both Halachic rulings 
and a whole slew of minhagim.  I 
want to develop a familiarity with 
the major sages, their legal argu-
ments, and their wonderful       
aggadic stories.  ………………….. 
.                                                                                    

2. The Talmud belongs to all Jews.  
Not just the learned, not just the 
yeshivah bochers, not just the  
rabbis, not just the fluent speakers 
of Hebrew and Aramaic.  It is our 
legacy, our heritage, our history, 
our birthright.  We should not feel 
unworthy of claiming it as our 
own.  Which leads to the third rea-
son: 
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3. If not for a regimented system of 

study, broken down into bite-sized 

daily morsels, when, realistically, 

would I ever learn all of Shas?  

OK, by “learn” here, I mean “read/

hear every word at least once and 

hope to retain a tiny bit of that,” 

but still.   

4. With the advent of Rav Steinsaltz’ 

incredible complete translation 

and the plethora of online shiurim/

podcasts devoted to Daf Yomi, it 

is easier than ever to find a rou-

tine that works and to stick to it, 

even if, like me, you are woefully 

incapable of learning in Hebrew/

Aramaic. 

5. It’s a great feeling to be literally on 

the same page every single day 

with Jews all around the world.  

Wherever I go, I bump into people 

learning the daf of the day and 

have made some amazing con-

nections. 

If you’d like to give Daf Yomi a try, 

you can jump in at any time.  Although 

each Daf Yomi cycle “starts” with the 

tractate of Brachot, there isn’t really a 

beginning and end point for three rea-

sons:  1) like with the annual or trien-

nial Torah-reading cycle, once it ends, 

it immediately starts up again; 2) one 

interesting feature of Shas is that the 

Talmud assumes you have 

knowledge of the whole thing and of-

ten references other tractates, fre-

quently those that are “farther along” 

from wherever you are holding at the 

moment; and 3) despite the refer-

ences I just mentioned, each tractate 

functions as a stand-alone and there 

is not a linear progression from one to 

the next.  So it doesn’t really matter 

which tractate you start with.  If you 

are interested, there are so many 

amazing online resources.  I note 

here just the few I use daily, but there 

are countless numbers of useful sites/

apps: 

Steinsaltz.org 

https://steinsaltz.org/ + app 

Check the On Today’s                      

Daf section.  This is my go-to for read-

ing the daf itself.  Not only does it 

have Rabbi Steinsaltz’ fantastic Eng-

lish translation (along with vowels in 

the Hebrew/Aramaic!), but it includes 

explanatory notes and lots of pic-

tures.  Absolutely essential. 

Sefaria 

https://www.sefaria.org/texts/Talmud 

+ app 

Sefaria uses the Steinsaltz transla-

tion, too, and it is easy to navigate if 

you fall behind.  It doesn’t include 

Rabbi Steinsaltz’ commentary or the 

vowels in Hebrew/Aramaic, however, 

so I find it less useful. 

All Daf 

https://alldaf.org/ + app 

All Daf is a project of the OU and has 

numerous daily shiurim.  The two I 

listen to daily are 

Daily Shiur by Rabbi Aryel Lebowitz 

 

45 minutes (30 on 1.5 speed!) going 

through the entire daf, with related 

stories and references.  Clear and 

engaging. 

 

Jewish History in Daf Yomi by           

Dr. Henry Abramson 

 

1-5 minutes on something of historical 

interest pulled from the day’s 

daf.   Accessible, funny, and thought-

provoking. 

 

Hadran 

https://hadran.org.il/ (also on Apple 

Podcasts, YouTube, etc.) 

Hadran is dedicated to encouraging 
women to study Talmud, something 
that was traditionally discouraged.   

The two shiurim I listen to daily are 

Daf Yomi for Women by Rabbanit 

Michelle Farber 

45 minutes (30 on 1.5 speed!) going 

through the entire daf.  Extremely 

clear and well-explained, and requires 

less Talmudic vocabulary than Rabbi 

Lebowitz’ shiur (though you do pick 

up the vocabulary pretty quickly as 

you go along). 

 

Talking Talmud by Anne Gordon and 

Yardeana Osband 

 

15-25 minutes (quicker on 1.5 speed!) 

on something that strikes their interest 

on the day’s daf.  The conversation 

sometimes makes it feel like you’re a 

fly on the wall as chavrutas are learn-

ing together. 

 

Take One 

https://www.tabletmag.com/podcasts/

take-one (also on Apple Podcasts, 

etc.) 

A different approach to the daf than 

those listed above. 

Take One Podcast by Liel Leibovitz 

 

5-10 minutes on something that 

strikes Liel’s fancy on the day’s daf, 

usually in conversation with great 

guests like Rabbi Dovid Bashevkin 

(the most frequent contributor). 

 

These resources are just the tip of the 

iceberg, of course, as the internet has 

absolutely exploded with Daf Yomi 

study materials during the current and 

previous cycles.  I’m happy to discuss 

study techniques/plans with anyone 

who’s interested. 

Perhaps more on this next month? 

L’shalom, 

Brett 

brettparker@tbiport.org  
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Stop the presses. In the beginning, 

it was a manually typewritten, mim-

eographed or Xerox-copied, Wite-

Out way of keeping our synagogue 

family informed.   

   Decades ago the TBI Synagogue 

Bulletin featured articles and listings 

that were mostly hand-written on 

yellow-lined paper and then typed 

by hand on a pre-electric manual 

typewriter. Corrections were han-

dled by “Liquid Paper” or “Wite-

Out.” Printing meant mimeo-

graphing (mimeo-what?) and then 

putting it all together by pounding a 

big Swingline stapler. Finally it was 

mailed out to your home.  

    Times change. Specifically   per-

haps you remember the way it was 

forty years ago—January 1982 to 

be exact—when our synagogue bul-

letin became THE TEMPLE BETH 

ISRAEL RePORT (with a slogan 

“Celebrating 40 years of Building 

Jewish Pride in Port”).  I first wrote 

for my synagogue bulletin in my 

post-Bar Mitzvah year and as a 

newer TBI member back then, felt 

that my new synagogue bulletin 

should be more professional look-

ing, and maybe even award-

winning. 

    That first issue featured some 

historically significant TBI names 

and stories. Fran & Buddy Medoff 

were the first issue underwriters. 

Reflections from the Rabbi was writ-

ten by Neil Kushan. Gil Hammer 

wrote the President’s Message. Sis-

terhood reminded us that “Passover 

candy order forms would be out 

soon—think Barton’s and 

Streit’s!”  The next Adult Bat Mitz-

vah course was meeting at 8:30PM 

in the synagogue library. The Youth 

Group recalled its recent “roller 

skating, bowling, kosher pizza mak-

ing and craft nights.” Religious 

School students were studying 

“Skokie”, traveling to Ellis Island, 

watching “Zlateh the Goat” and lis-

tening to a religious journal from 

Port Washington to Jerusa-

lem.   The Beth Israel Nursery 

School reported that the children 

were reading stories of the Macca-

bees and Chanukah and created 

dreidel decorations. Bernie Hulkow-

er wrote “what this country needs is 

a well-designed Yarmulke that won’t 

fall off.” His son Danny had the first 

RePort bulletin advertisement telling 

us he was “a part time Fuller Brush 

Salesman.” There was Men’s Club 

News about the Lag B’Omer pic-

nic.  Friday night listings featured 

Oneg Shabbat sponsors that were 

usually about 10 TBI families. Sis-

terhood Contributions featured con-

gratulatory messages, get well 

wishes and condolences.  During 

those early years, The TBI RePORT 

was actually published twice a 

month before we became the 

monthly publication that we still are 

today. And yes, we’ve even proudly 

won a number of UJA awards.  

                                                       

  From 1982 to 2022, from 

the TBI RePORT to the TBI TAB-

LET, from in-print to our recent digi-

tally presented online issues, I have 

had the honor of following and be-

ing part of our synagogue’s fasci-

nating storied history through the 

pages of our bulletin.  

    Looking back, I wrote  that in 

February 1990, the ski resort Big 

Vanilla lived up to its name as 

heavy snow hit the Catskills just in 

time for TBI’s Super Winter Week-

end at the Fallsview Hotel (over 60 

TBI members and friends joined us 

that weekend).  That same month, 

Cantor Baruch Blum announced his 

Passover course was beginning.  

 

Bulletin, Bulletin: Forty Years and Counting; Reviewing    

Particles of Articles in Celebration of Keeping Up with the        

Decades of TBI Family News.  

Times change. Specifically perhaps you remember the way it was 

forty years ago—January 1982 to be exact—when our synagogue 

bulletin became THE TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL RePORT  
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Entertaining ourselves meant annual comedy  

cabaret nights, fun and fund raising dinner 

dances, TBIdol Talent Shows, 250 family    

garage sales, and more.   It was also a time 

when we made sure that every Bar and Bat 

Mitzvah announcement included a family-

written  biography.   

 Advertising has always helped support 

the bulletin with many of the ads coming from 

TBI members including Metropolitan Insurance 

(Steven Gelman); Accents on Real Estate 

(Susan Stein and Joan Weintraub);  Masters 

Exterminating (Stephen Hazelkorn); Alper’s 

True Value Hardware (Doris & Mark Novick); 

Kleinman Financial Services (Bob Kleinman); 

Mark Heller General Dentistry; Party Favors & 

More (Heidi & Michael Jaffe);  Ron Harris Pro-

ductions; Greenscapes (Lynn Rubin); Lori 

Volpe Clinical Psychologist; Geri Blum Voice & 

Piano; Leslie Abramowitz Tutoring: Happy 

Tails and Trails (Alex Himel); The Lemon Tree 

Haircutters and Schneider & Associates Adver-

tising (yours truly).   

    As we celebrate forty years of historically 

speaking and educationally speaking to our 

synagogue family and friends, the TBI bulletin 

(most recently known as the Tablet) has been 

publishing non-stop news and events for and 

about our    congregation. From Friday night 

services featuring internationally-renowned 

speakers to Broadway show events to Purim 

carnivals, library lectures to a “merry-go-round 

about way” (on the Stein-Goldstein carousel) of 

wishing everybody a Happy New Year, and 

now as we enter our fifth decade together, it 

continues to be an honor to show up at your 

home every month first in print and now on 

your computer and iPhone (with thanks also to 

Julie and Brett) as your synagogue bulletin of 

TBI family and Judaic news.  Todah Rabah—

thank you very much for forty years of reading 

on and paging through. 

    Questions or comments? Write-on! Please 

email me at copymark@gmail.com or mar-

kaschn@optonline.net.   

By Mark A. Schneider, 
TBI Past President & TBI Tablet 
Editor-at-Large. 
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By: Anya Morgulis 

Kitah Hei’s Hebrew Zoom educator, Morah Terri, shares the         

following about this week’s activity: 

Kitah Hei studied more about Ashrei. They were able to find the 

acrostic pattern of each letter of the alef bet beginning each line. 

They even know which letter is missing and why! My learners then 

created a beautiful Google Slide presentation about: Their Favorite 

Words When They Think of G!d. These slides then became the center of the beautiful Word Cloud they 

created in the shape of a heart! Then they realized that to be happy where G!d dwells (Ashrei!), almost 

every single one of their words also describes them! These words describe how we are created in the 

image of G!d and how we walk with G!d! 

TBI artists showing off their masterpieces following 

Thursday’s Art with Anya program, featuring the use 

of white crayons and watercolor, depicting various 

Jewish symbols, such as the dove, Jewish stars, the 

hamsa, chai, and the shema. 

With the help of their 
madricha, Maya, 
Shahla’s class used 
glass mosaic pieces to 
create a decorative 
dreidel for Chanukah.  

Shorashim and Kitah 

Alef were joined by 

TBI preschool parent 

Jonathan Shmidt 

Chapman to facilitate 

a K’ilu Kit Chanukah 

adventure to bring the 

story to life.  

TBI High, which in-
cludes grades 8, 9, and 
10 all together, gives 
learners an opportunity 
to think deeply about 
Judaism and Israel, 
with opportunities to 
discuss ethics, theolo-
gy, and our current 
world. Here, two learn-
ers work together to 
order the ‘levels of giv-
ing’ as determined by 
medieval Spanish phi-
losopher Maimonides, 
also known as       
Rambam. 

Kitah Hei went on an 
excellent Chanukah 
adventure adapted 
from the Fire Quest 
board game. 
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A young man goes missing in Syria under 

suspicious circumstances. No government, 

embassy, or intelligence agency would 

help. This begins the suspenseful, shock-

ing, and at times brutal true-life story 

that finds Daniel Levin – a lawyer turned armed conflict  negotiator 

navigating the seedy and dangerous underbelly of the Middle 

East, where he encounters powerful sheiks, drug lords, and sex 

traffickers – in pursuit of the truth. 

 

Join the TBI Library Committee, the JCC, and  Author 

Daniel Levin to hear more about this compelling book. 

Monday, January 24th 2022 

7:30pm 

Only On Zoom 

Religious School:         

Some Classes are Going  

Virtual 

Due to the growing Covid –19 cases in 

our area, we have decided to move 

many of our upcoming school and    

programming dates to a virtual model in 

the month of January.   

 

Tuesday, January 4, TBI High 

Thursday, January 6, Thursday RS 

program 

Saturday, January 8, Junior         

Congregation 

Sunday, January 9, Religious School 

Monday, January 17, Tu B'Shvat    

Seder 

 

In person classes and events that are 

up next on the calendar are:  

K-3 Shabbat morning on 1/22 and      

RS on 1/23, but we will re-evaluate 

closer to those dates.     

Thank you for your cooperation. 

We are excited to announce our next book,      

The Lost Shtetl by Max Gross. Winner of    

National Jewish Book award, Jewish Fiction 

award and so many accolades.                        

So get reading! Date TBA!!   
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By: Diana Snaider 

 

 

 

 

 

The month of December has been 
cut short as we start our December 
break, but it was full of excitement! 
December began with the final days 
of Chanukah.  The entire school 
met in the hallway outside of their 
classrooms to light the last 4 can-
dles (nights) for Chanukah. We said 
the prayers and sang some songs. 
It felt great to celebrate together for 
that short period of time. 

Each class made latkes, made 
Chanukah crafts, and spun 
dreidels. Our Pre-k classes wel-
comed some parents to enjoy the 
festivities! The children grated the 
potatoes with some help and 
watched their teachers and parents 
fry the latkes. Once they were com-
pleted, everyone enjoyed dipping 
their latkes in apple sauce. 

Another amazing event we had for 
Chanukah was a program brought 
to TBI by our very own TBI parent,                           
Jonathan Chapman.   

Jonathan Chapman is the founder 
and creator of K'ilu Kits, a program 
that brings Jewish holiday stories to 
life through theater and imaginative 
play. The K'ilu Kits use an interac-
tive audio adventure track, a story 
map, props, and lots of imagination 
to guide kids 3-8 (both at home with 
family and in classrooms) to be-
come a part of the story by acting it 
out. Jonathan brought the K'ilu Kit: 
Chanukah Adventure to TBI, lead-
ing our preschoolers in traveling 
back in time to Ancient Israel, help-
ing Judah Maccabee find the last 
cup of oil, and bringing light back to 
the city. On the way, they learned 
about the value of being proud to 
"shine your light" and being free to 
be yourself. The Pre-k classes had 
so much fun! 

What a fun month we had! The end 
of December is a great time to re-
flect on the year we leave behind! 
We search for new goals, new out-
looks and new beginnings. 

We look forward to our break, 
spending time with our families and 
coming back after the new 
year!  We wish everyone a happy 
and healthy New Year and see you 
all in 2022! 
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Simchas and Condolences 
The BAM Fund (be a mensch): 

Rita Shumsky wishes her sincere condo-

lences to Amy Kornblau on the loss of her 

beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Allison and Jon White wish sincere con-

dolences to Amy Kornblau on the loss of 

her beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Amy and David Kornblau wish sincere 

condolences to Ellen Doft on the loss of 

her beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Amy Kornblau thanks the community for 

their condolences and tributes in memory 

of her mother, Ruth Castor. 

Jill Mindlin and Robert Konoff in loving 

memory of Robert Mindlin, beloved father 

of Jill Mindlin. 

Joan and Daniel Konas in loving memory 

of Alexander Hyman, beloved father of 

Joan Konas. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory 

of Albert Friedman, beloved father of Mi-

chael Jaffe. 

Heidi and Michael Jaffe in loving memory 

of Fannie Cheven, beloved grandmother 

of Heidi Jaffe. 

Sylvia Mermel in loving memory of her 

beloved mother Serena Sivan. 

Sylvia Mermel in loving memory of her 

beloved father Nikolaus Sivan. 

Susie Orenstein and Andrew Sollinger 

wish sincere condolences to Louise 

Cooper and family on the loss of Rita 

Schwartz, beloved mother of Louise 

Cooper. 

Amy and David Kornblau wish sincere 

condolences to Louise Cooper and family 

on the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved 

mother of Louise Cooper. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish sincere con-

dolences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother 

of Louise Cooper. 

Cathy Seldin and Mark Rozeen wish sin-

cere condolences to Louise Cooper and 

family on the loss of Rita Schwartz, be-

loved mother of Louise Cooper. 

Gail and Mark Mancher wish sincere con-

dolences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother 

of Louise Cooper. 

Beverly Taubel wishes sincere condo-

lences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother 

of Louise Cooper. 

Jessica and Ed Friedman wish sincere 

condolences to Louise Cooper and her 

family on the loss of her beloved mother, 

Rita Schwartz. 

Allison and Jon White wish sincere     

condolences to the Silberstein family on 

the loss of Jeffrey Rosenfeld, brother of 

Ilene (and Steven) Silberstein. 

Allison and Jon White wish sincere     

condolences to the Cooper family on the 

loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 

Louise Cooper. 

Allison and Jon White wish mazel tov to 

the Grabiner family and to Mikael Red-

mond and Sela Grabiner Redmond on the 

birth of their first child. 

Allison and Jon White wish mazel tov to 

the Palmer family on the engagement of 

Drs Samantha Palmer and Jacob Green-

berg 

Paula and Brett Parker wish sincere con-

dolences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother 

of Louise Cooper. 

Mitch Rosen and family in memory of Rita 

Schwartz, mother of Louise Cooper and 

mother-in-law of Board President, David 

Cooper. 

 

The Building Fund:  

Irene and Hilton Silver wish mazel tov to 
Jocelyn Shaw, Tomer Levin, and Kobi 
Levin (big brother) on the birth of their 
son Rami. 

Sarajane and Geoff Giddings wish condo-
lences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 
beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Judy and Morton Sloan wish sincere con-
dolences to Amy Kornblau on the loss of 
her beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet wish sincere  
condolences to Paul Rappaport and fami-
ly on the loss of his beloved mother,            
Vera Rappaport. 

Judy and Morton Sloan wish sincere con-
dolences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 
beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Barbara and Bert Taffet with the best 
wishes for a speedy recovery to Cantor 
Baruch Blum. 

Jennifer Hammer in honor of TBI! 

 

The Library Fund: 

Judy and Morton Sloan wish sincere con-

dolences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 

beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish refuah 

shlema to Rae Smolowitz. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish condo-

lences to Ellen Doft on the loss of her 

beloved father, Elliot Doft. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein in honor of 

Nancy Feldman for her devotion to the 

morning minyan. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish a 

speedy and complete recovery to Louise 

Cooper following her surgery. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein in honor of 

Cantor Vadim for bringing his spirited and 

beautiful ruach to our services. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 

condolences to Amy Kornblau on the loss 

of her beloved mother, Ruth Castor. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 

condolences to Eric May on the loss of 

his beloved son, Jeffrey May. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish mazel 

tov to Fern and Hersh Cohen on being 

honored by the Port Library Foundation. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish sincere 

condolences to Paul Rappaport on the 

passing of his beloved mother,           

Vera Rappaport. 
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Simchas and Condolences 
Continued... 
The Library Fund: 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish 

mazal tov to Jay and Nancy Feldman 

on celebrating their 58th wedding anni-

versary. 

Sandy Marcus wishes sincere condo-

lences to the Rappaport family on the 

loss of Vera Rappaport, beloved moth-

er of Paul. 

Nancy and Jay Feldman in loving 

memory of Della Feldman, beloved 

mother of Jay. 

Sandy Marcus wishes sincere condo-

lences to Louise Cooper and family on 

the loss of Rita Schwartz, beloved 

mother of Louise Cooper. 

Barbara and Burt Taffet wish sincere 

condolences to the Silberstein family 

on the loss of Jeffrey Rosenfeld, broth-

er of Ilene (and Steven) Silberstein. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish    

sincere condolences to the Cooper 

family on the loss of Rita Schwartz, 

beloved mother of Louise Cooper. 

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein wish hap-

py 60th Birthday to Seth Hulkhower.  

Beth Hisler and Bob Epstein: "Kudos to 

Mark Schneider on his article about 

celebrating Jewish Books." 

 

The Preschool Fund: 

Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving 

memory of Stanley Diamond, beloved 

uncle of Jack. 

Susan and Jack Genicoff in loving 

memory of Howard Diamond, beloved 

uncle of Jack. 

Mark and Doris Novick wish sincere 

condolences to Paul Rappaport on the 

loss of his beloved mother, Vera Rap-

paport. 

 

The Rabbi’s Discretionary 
Fund: 

Beverly Taubel in honor of the Inter-
faith Clergy Initiative, give thanks. 

Susan Isaacs and Elkan Abramowitz in 
loving memory of Claire Abramowitz, 
beloved mother of Elkan. 

Joan and Daniel Konas in loving 
memory of Herman Hyman, beloved 
grandfather of Joan Konas. 

Joan Miller in honor of the Interfaith 
Clergy Initiative. 

Lee Ferititta in honor of the Interfaith 
Clergy Initiative. 

Judith Siegel in loving memory of her 
beloved father-in-law, Herman Siegel. 

Mark and Kori Schneider in loving 

memory of Gertrude Schneider, be-
loved mother of Mark Schneider. 

Sherrie and Michael Pollack in honor of 
Rabbi Mishkin. 

Ronnie and Larry Charney in loving 
memory of Marion Charney, beloved 
mother of Larry. 

Joan Miller in loving memory of her 
beloved husband, David Miller. 

Roy Schoen and Mella Behar in loving 
memory of Mary Schoen, beloved 
mother of Roy Schoen. 

For our dear friend Rae Smolowitz best 
wishes for a speedy and complete re-

covery, Diane and Steve Greenlick. 

Arnold Abramowitz in loving memory of 
his beloved mother, Claire Abramowitz. 

The Shabbat Siddur Fund: 

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch in honor of 

Rabbi Mishkin's birthday 

Lisa Naiburg and Dan Kisch in memory 

of Rita Schwartz, beloved mother of 

Louise Cooper. 

More listings to come for this fund. 
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Sisterhood                

Contributions 
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Honor someone's simcha, express sym-
pathy, or wish someone refuah shlema 

by making a contribution to Sister-
hood, and a card will be sent on your 

behalf.  For a minimum contribution of 
$10.00, you can choose from the       

Building Beautification Fund (BBF), 
Flower Fund (FF), School Equipment 

Fund (SEF), Torah Repair Fund (TRF), 
or the Women's League Torah Fund 

Campaign (WLTF).  JNF Tree certifi-
cates are available for a minimum     

contribution of $18.00.  Please e-mail                     
Deborah Brooks 

at deborahnaomi@aol.com and send 
your contribution (payable to TBI Sis-
terhood) to TBI, c/o Deborah Brooks. 

Sincere condolences to Amy Kornblau 
on the passing of her beloved mother 
Ruth Castor 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF 
  
Sincere condolences to Ellen Doft on 
the passing of her beloved father Elliot 
Benjamin Doft 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF 
  
Sincere condolences to Paul Rappaport 
on the passing of his beloved mother 
Vera Rappaport 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF 
  
Sincere condolences to Louise Cooper 
on the passing of her beloved mother 
Rita Schwartz 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF 
  
Sincere condolences to Ilene Silber-
stein on the passing of her beloved 
brother Jeffrey Rosenfeld 
Board and Officers WLTF 
Sisterhood WLTF 

mailto:deborahnaomi@aol.com


Help TBI by        

Purchasing Through 

Amazon Smile 

Every time you make a 

purchase on Amazon 

smile, .5% of your pur-

chase price is donated to 

Temple Beth Israel when you select us as your 

primary charity. 

The AmazonSmile Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

private foundation created by Amazon to ad-

minister the AmazonSmile program. All dona-

tion amounts generated by the AmazonSmile 

program are remitted by a subsidiary of Ama-

zon.com, Inc. to the AmazonSmile Foundation. 

In turn, the AmazonSmile Foundation donates 

those amounts to the charitable organizations 

selected by our customers. Amazon pays all 

expenses of the AmazonSmile Foundation; 

they are not deducted from the donation 

amounts generated by purchases on Ama-

zonSmile. Click Here to join the giving!   

 

Look what goodies 

we had in store for 

our   college kids who 

went away to school 

this year!   

Thanks to the Sisterhood for sponsoring this 

program.  A huge thank you to Lisa Shevrin 

and Dori Fishbin for coordinating and        

facilitating this program year after year!   

Todah Rabah! 

 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/homepage/ref=smi_se_mit_dls_smi_0?ie=UTF8&orig=%2Fgp%2Fcss%2Fhomepage.html%3Fie%3DUTF8%26pldnCmp%3Ddls%26pldnCrt%3Dudl%26pldnSite%3D1

