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Members 

 

To Our Temple Sinai Family 
May Love & Light Fill your Home at Hanukkah 

         

Virtual Interfaith Community              

        Thanksgiving Service 

      November 22 - 7:00 p.m. 

    https://zoom.us/j/3697230846  

                    Password:  Bagels 

  

To Our Temple Sinai Family 
May Love & Light Fill your Home at Hanukkah 

DECEMBER 10-18 

25 KISLEV—2 TEVET 

         

Virtual Interfaith Community              

        Thanksgiving Service 

      November 22 - 7:00 p.m. 

         https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81448792702                                          

                                           Passcode: Thanks 

  

To Our Temple Sinai Family 
May Love & Light Fill your Home at Hanukkah 

DECEMBER 10-18 

25 KISLEV—2 TEVET 

https://zoom.us/j/3697230846
https://zoom.us/j/3697230846
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81448792702
https://zoom.us/j/3697230846
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Friday          Nov. 6 
6:00 p.m.      Tot Shabbat 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat B’simcha Service 
 

Saturday      Nov. 7 
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  
 

Friday          Nov. 13 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat Service 
 

Saturday      Nov. 14  
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  
 

Friday          Nov. 20 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat Service with  
                    Confirmation 
 

Saturday      Nov. 21 
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  
 

Sunday        Nov. 22 
7:00 p.m.      Interfaith Thanksgiving Service 
 

Friday          Nov. 27 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat Service 
 

Saturday      Nov. 28 
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  
 

Friday          Dec. 4 
6:00 p.m.      Tot Shabbat 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat B’simcha Service 
 

Saturday      Dec. 5 
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  
 

Friday          Dec. 11 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat Service 
 

Saturday      Dec. 12  
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  
 

Friday          Dec. 18 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat Service 
 

Saturday      Dec. 19 
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  
 

Friday          Dec. 25 
7:30 p.m.       Erev Shabbat Service 
 

Saturday      Dec. 26  
9:45 a.m.      Shabbat Morning Service  

via Zoom & Facebook 

 

 PRESIDENT’S 
    Message       

Jill Goldberg Arnold 
 

 

                  Nurturing Synagogue Community  
             During a Pandemic 

 

                            As we enter the late fall and early winter, we are                     
                            seeking ways to bring our Sinai community together.  
                            While remote services and educational opportunities  
                            continue to be widely available and our school-aged 
children participate in a hybrid school program, we are actively looking 
for ways to interact in a more intimate way with each other during this 
time.  
 

Our Board of Trustees, Membership and Engagement Committee,  
clergy and staff are working hard to bring us occasions to truly  
connect with each other. We can all look forward to: 
 

 Monthly virtual Oneg Shabbat: upcoming opportunities to   
      sign up for intimate chats with your fellow Sinai members with   
      whom you share an affinity — regular Friday night services  
      attendees, children in the same grade, gourmet cooks, etc.   
      Have an idea for an affinity group? Please reach out to me at    
      sinaisharonpres@gmail.com. 
 

 Creative ways of celebrating Hanukkah: stay tuned for  
     programming from our Membership & Engagement Committee    
     There will be fun for all ages! 
 

 And… Jewpardy, December 5 at 7:00 p.m.: This Facebook Live 
event will feature contestants — our very own Rabbi Goodman,  

    Cantor Khitrik & Rabbi Meszler — and Scott Brody as our game 
show host. The 
event will lead us 
into Hanukkah and 
help us wrap up our 
Annual Appeal! Plan 
a watch party with 
your friends and 
cheer on our clergy 
through Facebook comments, as we lead into Hanukkah. We’ll be 
offering you the chance to sponsor individual Jewpardy questions. 
Stay tuned for more information! 

 

The strength of our community is more important than ever. We will 
continue to bring people together and provide ways for members to 
connect to each other and to our synagogue family.   

mailto:sinaisharonpres@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/templesinaisharon
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From the              
Bimah 

 

Rabbi Joseph Meszler                                                                 
 

   

              

          Jewish Responses to Covid: When We Turned Within 
 

One of the challenges of being a rabbi during this pandemic is trying to find the right words to say. 
Added to this challenge has been a brutal election and all the other challenges of our lives. Considering 
the flood of headlines, what does Judaism have to contribute that will be helpful and not simply 
repeating an op-ed or Facebook post? 
 

A great deal, as it turns out. This is not the first time of hardship that the Jewish people have faced. 
We have teachings and prayers of resilience upon which to lean.  
 

Rabbi Menachem Creditor and writer Sarah Tuttle-Singer decided to collect some of these teachings and prayers in a 
volume entitled, When We Turned Within, the proceeds of which benefited the United Jewish Appeal’s Covid response in 
New York. With over $1,000 raised and more Torah pouring forth from our teachers, a second volume has just been 
released. These volumes may serve as a valuable resource of solidarity and support for you at this time. And it is a form 
of giving tzedakah! 
 

I am honored to be included with multiple pieces in each volume. You can find them available on Amazon. Here is an 
excerpt of a d’var torah I gave over the summer that is included: 

 

“Years ago, I was once told of an interview with a Celtics player who was recovering from an injury. They were 
asking him if he was going to be in the game and play if he was still hurt. His response was memorable. He said, ‘All of 
us play hurt, all the time.’  

 

            “I think this applies to more than just basketball. None of us are at our best. And also like the basketball player, 
we have to decide how much time is needed to rest and recover, and when do we have to move ahead with our day and 
the tasks that have to be done anyway, even if we are not 100%. 

 

“Leviticus says: kol ish asher bo mum lo yikarev - ‘no one who has an imperfection shall make an offering’  
(Lev. 21:18). But what if that’s all of us?!? Who among us doesn’t have some injury? We all do.  
            

            “We are all - to some extent - playing hurt, some more than others. We all have shortcomings and 
imperfections. We are all distracted, or grieving, or simply have low energy during this pandemic. In my conversations 
with people who recently have had a loss, I am repeating the saying, ‘It’s okay to not be okay.’”  

 

 

Find When We Turned 
Within on Amazon.   

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Every Shabbat morning 

At 8:30 a.m. 

STUDY TORAH WITH US! 

    

  Rabbi’s Study Class 
 

Thursdays @ 1:30 p.m. 
 

 The Mussar Torah Commentary  
 
 

 

Beginning in January we will study the 
philosophy of  Bachya ibn Pakuda                                          

 
                         

                                                                                                         Join us on Zoom. 
   https://zoom.us/j/3697230846  
            Password:  Bagels 

https://smile.amazon.com/When-We-Turned-Within-Reflections/dp/B089TS37YP/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2IB7CK63JGD4V&dchild=1&keywords=when+we+turned+within+reflections+on+covid-19&qid=1603203462&sprefix=when+we+turned+withi%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/When-We-Turned-Within-Reflections/dp/B089TS37YP/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2IB7CK63JGD4V&dchild=1&keywords=when+we+turned+within+reflections+on+covid-19&qid=1603203462&sprefix=when+we+turned+withi%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-1
https://smile.amazon.com/When-We-Turned-Within-Reflections/dp/B089TS37YP/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2IB7CK63JGD4V&dchild=1&keywords=when+we+turned+within+reflections+on+covid-19&qid=1603203462&sprefix=when+we+turned+withi%2Caps%2C153&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Soul-Searching-Lessons-Bachya-Pakuda/dp/B08F6RC3KF/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=joseph+meszler+bachya+ibn+pakuda&qid=1604339900&sr=8-1
https://zoom.us/j/3697230846
https://zoom.us/j/3697230846
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I WILL SING AND CHANT A SONG WITH ALL MY SOUL 

Cantor Becky Khitrik  
           
   

 
What are your comfort foods? Those dishes you turn to when you are feeling low and in need of a 
pick-me-up? I imagine that for the past eight months, many of us have turned to the same places in 
our fridges and pantries for support. Whether chocolate, warm soups, or macaroni and cheese, these 
caloric, salty, sugary, treats can transport us to happier times, even though they may wreak havoc on 
our waistlines.   
 

We all know what comfort food is, but what is comfort music? What songs cheer you up, tap into 
your nostalgia, and bring you a sense of security and peace?  Since March, I have not wanted to watch or listen to any 
new music produced virtually.  Thinking about closed concert halls sends me into a dark place, and at the end of a day 
on Zoom, I’m just too tired to look at anything other than a book. But I have spent these past months listening. Here 
are a few picks from my digital shelf. 

 

1.   “Sicut Cervus” by Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (1525-1594) -- Palestrina was a prolific composer of church  
      motets, sacred choral compositions for many voices.  This piece is one of my favorites, and even though it was   
      written for the church, its text -- Psalm 42--is one that we share.  “As the hart pants after the watercourses, so     
      pants my soul after Thee, O God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.” Palestrina weaves the voice parts    
      like the waves upon the waters, mirroring the text. There are many good versions available on YouTube. Here’s   
      just one you might enjoy.    
 

2.   Concertos Italiens (album) by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), played by Alexandre Tharaud. I find it easy to  
      meditate and get lost in the piano music of JS Bach. This beautiful recording (published by Harmonia Mundi in 2005)   
      also includes a few piano transcriptions of Bach’s works for oboe and violin. Tharaud’s playing is intimate,  
      expressive, and moving. Soothing to the soul, it is a great antidote for the angst that might arise whilst opening a  
      newspaper.  
 

3.   Midnight Prayer (album) by the Joel Rubin Ensemble (Traditional Crossroads).  Joel Rubin is one of my favorite    
       klezmer clarinetists.  Also a musicologist, he is a professor at the University of Virginia. This album features songs  
      from the collection of Moshe Beregovsky.  In addition to being wowed by the virtuosity of Joel’s playing, the  
      selections on the album are so soulful that listening to it is a special prayer experience.         

 

If you have a chance, drop me a line and tell me what’s on your playlist these days.  I would love to expand my musical 
“pantry”, and am open to all genres. Until we can sing together in person, happy listening! 

 

From the              
Bimah 

 

We welcome our new members with open arms, open hearts 
and open doors. And we are ready to help all of  you make  
Temple Sinai your spiritual home. 
 

Jeff & Tracey Azer 
Eric & Rachel Borman 
Bob & Leene Chavez 

Michael & Jodi Coffman 
Marc & Elise Cohen 

Mandy Coles & Tricia Asklar 

Ross Fujita & Tasha Nese 
Barbara Howard 

Barry Kasindorf &  Genna Robbins 
Sean & Haidee Lilienfeld 
Jennie & Tim Mayhew 

Adam & Kayla Morris 
Noah & Marcie Oshry 

Avital Rech &  Liat Hoffman 
Joseph &  Daniella Sparacino 

Cory & Stephanie Vogt 
Jared & Jacqueline Wiener 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u3XDz9890aA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=78lrkaKDmUE
https://music.youtube.com/watch?v=qHePZC8PGgY&list=OLAK5uy_nd6Qn9EzqewX2SPSHZZDoxTIWuOg0XB3Q
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From our 
EDUCATOR    

 Beth Fine-Nelson               

The Secret Sephardic History of  the Pumpkin 
 

As the end of October approaches, American Jews turn their attention to the next big holiday, 
Thanksgiving. The same humble vegetable, the pumpkin, although it plays a large part in the holiday of 
Halloween, it also plays a starring role at the Thanksgiving table. Since almost the first moment  
explorers from Europe returned from the New World, Sephardic Jews have embraced pumpkin,  
incorporating this gourd into numerous dishes, both sweet and savory. 

 

Pumpkins were one of the first crops from the New World to be brought back to Europe in the 16th century. As 
Spain sponsored many of these early trips to the Americas, they were among the first Europeans to learn about 
pumpkins. Of course, at that time, Spain was also home to a large population of Jews, until the Inquisition, when they 
were expelled and dispersed around the Mediterranean. 
 

The Sephardim that fled to Italy brought pumpkin with them and soon Italian Jews began trading in pumpkins as well 
as cooking with them.  If you visit Italy at this time of year presently you will find pumpkin filled ravioli on the menu 
in many restaurants. This was originally a Sephardic creation. In Italy, pumpkin can be found in flan and pumpkin 
fritters are a Hanukkah delicacy. 
 

It is widely accepted that Sephardic Jews embraced pumpkin, but why? Is it because we are more open to trying new 
things? Is it because we move so much we were exposed to new foods? Jews are famous for adopting the foods of 
the country they find themselves in. Surely adaptability was part of it. 
 

So, this fall, embrace pumpkin as part of the heritage both as Americans and as Jews. In honor of how our Sephardic  
ancestors used pumpkin in a wide variety of dishes, think beyond pumpkin pie and pumpkin bread and incorporate 
pumpkin in some savory dishes as well. 
 

Excerpted from “The Secret Sephardic History of the Pumpkin,” Emily Paster, The Nosher, October 2018.  
https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/the-secret-sephardic-history-of-the-pumpkin/  

 

Try these for Hanukkah! 
 

Bimuelos de Kalavasa (Sephardic pumpkin patties)  
 

In a bowl whisk together the flour, sugar and spices. In a separate bowl, mix eggs and pumpkin. Add the dry ingredi-
ents to the wet and mix well until smooth. Heat about 1/4 inch oil in a large skillet over medium heat.  Add the batter 
to the hot oil by very full tablespoon. With the back of the spoon, slightly flatten and spread each patty into a circle as 
you add it. Cook about 3 minutes per side flipping only once until each patty is a deep golden brown. The patties will 
be crispy on the outside and soft on the inside. Drain well on paper towel.  

 

Best when served immediately, drizzled with warm honey, or sprinkled with powdered sugar. Cooked patties can be 
kept warm in a 200-degree oven for up to 30 minutes on top of wire cooling racks placed on a baking pan.  

 

Author: Susan Barocas   
https://jewishfoodexperience.com/recipes/bimuelos-de-kalavasa-sephardic-pumpkin-patties/ 

1 C flour  
1/4 C sugar  
1/8 tsp. salt  

1/4 tsp. all spice  
2 tsp. cinnamon  
1/2 tsp. coriander  

3 eggs beaten  
1- 15-oz can pumpkin 
vegetable oil for frying  

https://www.myjewishlearning.com/the-nosher/the-secret-sephardic-history-of-the-pumpkin/
https://jewishfoodexperience.com/recipes/bimuelos-de-kalavasa-sephardic-pumpkin-patties/
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AT THE TEMPLE 

 

A Life to Remember – A Story of Perseverance 

Hope and Love 
                         

Tuesday, November 10 

7:00 p.m.  via Zoom 
 

 

South Area Jewish Singles 
(SAJS) and  Temple Sinai’s 
Adult Education Committee 
are delighted to announce an up-

coming program with the amaz-

ing Sheryl Faye, who presents 

one-woman shows about Histori-

cal Women.  

 
Sheryl will be performing the life 

of Anne Frank.  After the presen-

tation, Sheryl will be available for an in-person Q & A. 
 

Meeting ID: 886 7219 8218 
Passcode: 131645 

                           

                    Melaveh  Malkah    

                                            & 

                           Havdalah  
 

                             with  Cantor Becky 
       

                           Saturday, November 14 
            

                                4:30 p.m.—5:15 p.m. 
                    

                                       via Zoom   
 

                  Melaveh Malkah & Havdalah  
       ("Escorting the Queen") is a music- filled                
           meal marking the departure of Shabbat.    

 

Join Cantor Becky to sing, schmooze, and 
make havdalah an opportunity to connect with 

each other as we say goodbye to Shabbat. 
 

                   Meeting ID: 953 011 3877 
   Passcode: Sinai  

        SINAI READS 
          December 6 
       9:30 a.m.– 11:00 a.m. 
               
 

My Father's Paradise: A Son's Search                       
for his Jewish Past in Kurdish Iraq. 
 

In a remote corner of the world, forgotten for nearly 
three thousand years, lived an enclave of Kurdish Jews 
so isolated that they still spoke Aramaic, the language 
of Jesus.  
 

Mostly illiterate, they were self-made mystics, gifted  
storytellers, and humble peddlers who dwelt in harmony 
with their Muslim and Christian neighbors in the 
mountains of northern Iraq. To these descendants of 
the Lost Tribes of Israel, Yona Sabar was born. 
 

This powerful book is an improbable story of  
tolerance and hope set in what today is the very center 
of the world’s attention.  
 

https://zoom.us/j/4259674998   
Passcode: 0j5uSZ 

 
 
 
 
 
Temple Sinai will host its annual blood drive 

Sunday, November 29  
  9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

 Register to donate at www.redcrossblood.org 

December 5 at 7:00 p.m.  
Facebook Live 

https://zoom.us/j/88672198218
https://zoom.us/j/9530113877
https://zoom.us/j/4259674998
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.facebook.com/templesinaisharon
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          Our                      
VOLUNTEERS 

Maria Serpa 
Deb Shostek 
Susan Slater 
Mamie Spelfogel 
Betsy Strauss 
Sonya Townsend 
Jennifer Zinman 

Lisa Beatty 
Jodi Carter 
Susie Cashton 
Joy Goldenberg 
Nancy Hall 
Laura Hess 
Lauren Hyman 
Allison Schnipper 

 

MainSpring Thanks 
 

 Temple Sinai serves guests of the MainSpring House in    
 Brockton on the second Sunday of every month. Servers  
 and meals are always needed. If you are able to contribute    
 time or meals, please contact:     

 

 

Susie Cashton at suzcashton@gmail.com or 
Sue Greenfield at daisysue22@comcast.net  

 

 

Thank You to the Cooks for: 
 

                                                  October 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Temple Sinai has long supported the mission of JF&CS 
Family Table to provide kosher food, Jewish holiday 
items and a caring Jewish connection to those  in need. 
 

Each month our synagogue has made the commitment 
to collect 25 boxes of whole grain (kosher) crackers and  
25 containers of raisins for distribution to families in 
need.  
Temple Sinai’s date for distribution is November 15. 
 

Please drop off your items at the JF&CS collection box 
in the temple’s lobby before that date. 
 

To get involved, contact: 
Steven Weil at weilthing1@comcast.net   

 
“There is a crack in everything, that’s how the 

light gets in” (Leonard Cohen) 
 

 

The Inclusion Steering Committee is excited to an-
nounce that Temple Sinai has received a grant from 
the Ruderman Synagogue Inclusion Project (RSIP) for 
$2,500.00 to focus on providing support for  
individuals or family members of those experiencing 
mental health concerns and learning opportunities for 
our entire congregation to better understand how our 
community can be more inclusive and enhance partici-
pation for those who may feel isolated and marginal-
ized.   
 

To that end, a sub-committee of the Inclusion Steering 
Committee has been formed to generate goals and im-
plement our goals both during the time we are still stay-
ing safe at home and looking ahead to when we will be 
together in person.   
 

In addition, if anyone with a disability or a family 
member who is struggling during this COVID crisis 
and is looking for possible resources feel free to con-
tact the temple office at (info@temple-sinai.com).  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Temple Sinai is offering two weekly classes for adults to 
introduce or expand knowledge of  Hebrew. 
 

Class 1: Introduction to Hebrew for Adults  
We will introduce the letters and vowels. No prior  
Hebrew knowledge is required. 
 

Class 2: Understanding Basic Hebrew for Adults  
This class assumes familiarity with reading Hebrew and 
focuses on building translation skills, learning key  
vocabulary and basic grammar.  
 

All are welcome to this low-stress and friendly class 
environment.  We’ll  meet via Zoom at a time TBD.  
 

Questions? Email Jay Ritt at jritt701@comcast.net.  

mailto:suzcashton@gmail.com
mailto:weilthing1@comcast.net
mailto:info@temple-sinai.com
mailto:jritt701@comcast.net
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From the School Committee 
 

Our extraordinary teachers and madrichim are  
working hard to make the virtual learning experi-
ence engaging, entertaining and interesting for all 
our students. We cannot thank our fearless leader,  
Beth Fine-Nelson, enough for her dedication and 
creativity.  
 

Unanticipated Benefits of Virtual Learning 
Our 5th grade met with their sister school David 
Yellin in Haifa, Israel and played a high holiday  
Kahoot game led by Stacey Gay. The Israel teacher 
will lead our next Zoom meeting on November 11 
and focus on Boston/Haifa trivia. Who could  
imagine that the pandemic allows us to meet with 
our sister school more frequently? With students 
at home, the 7 hour time difference and logistics 
are more manageable.  
 

In-person Learning 
Sunday’s in-person learning continues to uplift our  
students, teachers, madrichim and parents. Some  
parents have started a walking group while their 
students are in class. For example: we celebrated 
Sukkot with crafts, decorated the sukkah, and saw 
the lulav and etrog  in-person. It is so nice to hear the 
chatter as they work on projects, practice their  
Hebrew, read aloud — all the things we take for 
granted that happens in school. Sunday’s in person 
enables us to teach and create our Temple Sinai 
religious school community in a meaningful, hands
-on, safely distanced environment. 
 

Shabbat B’Simcha 
The K-2 are currently focusing 
on Shabbat as they each prepare 
for their presentations to be 
shared during the B’Simcha  
services on November 6 (2nd 
grade) and December 4 (K-1).  
We won’t give away any secrets; 
tune in to see the masterpieces 
and smiling faces of our K-2 
students. 
 

Fifth Grade Zoom-Music with  
Jon Nelson  

School  
Happenings 

What’s New on Facebook at Temple Sinai 
 

On behalf of the leadership at Temple Sinai, THANK YOU, 
Melody Ritt, for your years of service posting  
creative and thoughtful events and programs on our  
Temple Facebook page and Members group.  
 

We welcome Maris Cope as our new social media  
coordinator. Maris will be managing all upcoming events, 
programs, and other announcements on Facebook.  
 

If you are a committee chair, please contact Rabbi Amy 
Goodman to schedule your upcoming activities and to find 
out the new process for working with Maris. 
 

With Maris on board, we want to take this as an  
opportunity to revisit our social media strategy.  
 

1) Our Temple Sinai page is public and followed by 
members, friends of members, and anyone else inter-
ested in our community. Our Temple Sinai members 
group is strictly for our temple members. 

 

2) Anyone can post in the members’ group. While there 
is lots of Jewish content available online to share, we 
urge you to post only Temple Sinai-related content. 
Some examples of content include but are not limited 
to: family pictures from a Jewish holiday, honoring a 
Temple member who helped you in some way, and 
upcoming Temple Sinai events or activities. 

 

Have ideas for content you’d like to see posted? We  
welcome the feedback. Contact Rabbi Amy Goodman. 

 

mailto:agoodman@temple-sinai.com
mailto:agoodman@temple-sinai.com
https://www.facebook.com/TempleSinaiSharon/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1845108172180911/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1845108172180911/
mailto:agoodman@temple-sinai.com
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Aimee Gindin 

Environmental Justice: The Intersection of  Climate 
Change, Public Health and Racism 

 

On October 15, Temple Sinai co-sponsored, hosted, and produced a 
webinar on environmental justice. In  partnership with the Sharon 
Racial Equity Alliance and Sustainable Sharon Coalition, we brought 
together the following environmental experts to share the importance 
of this long-ignored problem. 
 

Moderator: Miriam Wasser, NPR Environmental Reporter 

Panelists: 
 Kiana Pierre-Louis, Senior Law Lecturer, Bentley University 
 Eduardo Siqueira, Assoc. Professor Environmental Health, UMass Boston 
 Gary Adamkiewicz, Asst. Professor of Environment Disparities, Harvard 

University 
 Mark Dyen, Head of Legislation at 350 Mass for a Better Future 
 

Some of the key themes and takeaways addressed: 
 The environment includes more than just the outdoors. Nine out 

of ten breaths we take happen indoors. The quality of our housing 
and our workplace environment have a major impact on our health. 

 Sacrifice zones first came into place after the Civil War. They were 
designated zones where things like factories and landfills would go. 
These zones were placed primarily where people of color lived.  

 Ultimately, you can’t have sacrifice zones without sacrificing people.  
 Social distancing is a privilege. Many people of color and other  
    underserved populations live in crowded housing, rely on public   
    transportation, and are essential workers. This is one explanation     
    for why they have been disproportionately affected by COVID-19. 
 

 

While it’s clear that all of these systems work together to fuel systemic 
racism, there are tangible steps you can take to combat this ongoing 
crisis.  
 

1)  Contact your state representative in support of the 2050 Roadmap 
bill, proposed by the House. There is a specific environmental jus-
tice amendment included that puts protections in place to combat 
this issue. 

2) Support a local environmental justice advocacy organization by  
    volunteering or sending in a donation. Some organizations include: 

350 Mass for a Better Future, Green Roots, NOAH 
(Neighborhood of Affordable Housing), Neighbor to Neighbor, 
CREW (Communities Responding to Extreme Weather), Sunrise 
Movement (for youths) 

 

Diane Rosen 
 

Ner Shel Tzedakah, the “Candle of 
Righteousness,” calls on us to give a 
donation to a charity on the 6th night of 
Hanukkah instead of exchanging gifts 
with family members. This year is  
different for many reasons, among them:   
 

COVID-19 restrictions:  wearing 
masks, remote learning, working from 
home, and limits on group gatherings. 
 

Equally obvious to those affected, job 
and income loss: impacting mortgage, 
rents, food, medical insurance, etc.  
 

All charities are short of funding while 
trying to reach out and help those most 
in need. Our friends and neighbors are 
needier than ever due to job loss, and 
tighter family budgets. 
 

Hanukkah begins December 10. We 
usually run our Ner Shel Tzedakah  
during that time. This year, instead of 
counting charitable donations made at 
Hanukkah time, we will count and share 
publicly all charitable donations made 
to any charity from  
November 1st through December 31st.  
 

Participating in this effort can be a 
wonderful opportunity to show  
children and grandchildren just how 
we live our Jewish values. Make your  
donations in honor of a loved one.  
 

In January, I will ask you to share the 
name of the charity to which you  
contributed (no donation amount). 
Our goal is to see how many charities  
Temple Sinai will impact. 
 

Any questions or concerns, please  
contact Diane Rosen at  
dianerosen64@gmail.com.   

 

Ner Shel Tzedakah 

https://350mass.betterfutureproject.org/
http://www.greenrootschelsea.org/
https://noahcdc.org/
https://www.n2nma.org/en/
https://www.climatecrew.org/ma_resources?locale=en
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/?ms=SunriseMovement
https://www.sunrisemovement.org/?ms=SunriseMovement
mailto:dianerosen64@gmail.com
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          Israel              

 Action Committee 

 
 

 

JOIN THE ZIONIST MOVIE CLUB! 
 

Bob Soffer 
 

Stand With Us is a well-known non-partisan Israel edu-
cation organization that also fights Anti-Semitism. One 
of the ongoing programs of Stand With Us is the new 
Zionist Movie Club. If you enjoy Israeli cinema, you 
should find these programs of particular interest and 
they are geared towards an English speaking audience. 
Hundreds of people in America are already club members 
and you may also want to participate. 
 

The Zionist Movie Club usually meets online every  
other Tuesday at 12:00 p.m. (east coast time) and  
discusses the most recently assigned film. Usually the 
film's star or director participates in the online discus-
sion and that is what helps make such Tuesday discus-
sions so interesting, insightful and fun. People view each 
film ahead of time and at their own convenience on cable 
TV or on a streaming service (e.g. Prime Video) depending 
on where the film is currently available. As a result, at 
times, a fee may be involved in viewing the film, but 
there is no charge for attending the Tuesday discussions.  
 

Previous noteworthy films that have been showcased by 
the club include: (1) Maktub, (2) The Band's Visit, (3) The 
Matchmaker, (4) The Other Story and (5) Not Idly By. 
 

If you would like to learn more or have your name added 
to the Zionist Movie Club's mailing list, contact Bob 
Soffer at sofferrobert@gmail.com or 781-784-7673. 
 
 
 

                             

 

 

JAMES A. CASTLEMAN 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

PASTER, RICE & CASTLEMAN, LLC 
 

 

1212 Hancock Street 
Suite 110 

Quincy, MA 02169  
 

TEL. (617) 472-3424 / FAX (617) 472-3427 

                               
 
 

    A Conversation with the Representative-
elect from Massachusetts’ 4th District 

Tuesday, November 10 at 7 p.m.                                                                  
 
 

Join the pro-Israel community and the next  
MA-04 member of Congress for an important  

conversation covering issues related to the  
U.S.-Israel relationship. Moderated by AIPAC New  

England Political Director Rick Redmond.   

Register here. 
 

Questions? rredmond@aipac.org or (617) 399-2543 

Membership & 
Engagement 

 

Ally Berenson & Jen Ezer 

As we head into the winter months, the Membership & 
Engagement Committee is creating opportunities to 
help Temple Sinai members continue to connect both 
onscreen and (safely) off.  

We will be helping to host Friday night virtual Oneg  
gatherings on Zoom, with special opportunities for 
new members to meet virtually.  

Hanukkah is just around the corner; sign up for our first 
ever Temple-wide Mystery Maccabee gift exchange!  

There are other creative ideas in the works such as live-
streamed multi-family Menorah lighting.  

We want to make sure all members find a way to be  
involved this winter that works for your family.   

We’d love to hear from you! 
alison.berenson@gmail.com | jennifer.ezer@gmail.com. 

mailto:sofferrobert@gmail.com
https://aipac.secure.force.com/web_app?ddp_tracker=YHnC_EEbhEPWnYsWCfEuJSuA0MsrPMBWUBNDIN7sdrxvknyrv4AodnCYelVy_T4Dj-p96ZrQ1TbSR_YzAP8gk_H85dOfBBx3UIBMRxIyfO4Rm7tgNxXGLoAJ9fPEK66sF-IxQ5Ds2b8mdpPixwv0qQ#/event/EV181343
mailto:rredmond@aipac.org?subject=
mailto:alison.berenson@gmail.com
mailto:jen.nifer.ezer@gmail.com
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Donations for  
July / August 

Acts of 
TZEDAKAH  

Adult Education and Culture Fund 
Aimee Gindin  
   To thank Jay Ritt for volunteering his time to teach me    
      how to read Hebrew. This is such a fundamental   
      foundation to much of my continued Jewish learning,    
      & I am so grateful to have this skill now. 
 Bruce & Beth Goldman  
   In appreciation of Rabbi’s Meszler’s meditation class  
   In appreciation of  Rabbi Amy Goodman & her  
      assistance to Temple Sinai Reads & dedication to  
      Temple Sinai. 
 Janis Monat  
   An act of tzedakah  
 Jeff & Allison Schnipper  
   An act of tzedakah  
 Bob Stepansky & Joyce Rubino 
    An act of tzedakah 
 

Amy Gardner Youth Fund 
Bill & Enid Ellis 
   In memory of  Richard Gardner  
   In memory of  Amy Gardner  
 Harriet Gardner  
   In memory of  Anna Gabrielle Quinlivan, beloved  
      granddaughter of Myles & Susan Marcus 
 

Cantor Morris Gordon Fund 
Leslie Goldberg  
   In memory of  Patricia Mordis, sister of  
      Eddie & Renee Mordis  
    In memory of  my beloved husband, Herb  
 Marjorie LeVie  
   In memory of  Alan Levine  
 Janis Monat  
      An act of tzedakah  
 

Cantor Music Fund 
Harry & Sharon Cohen  
   In memory of  my sister‑in‑law, Molly Williams &  
      to thank Cantor Becky for performing the service 
 Sandra Temple  
   In gratitude & appreciation to Jay Ritt for his patience  
      as my adult Hebrew teacher 
 Walter & Jeanette Winthrop  
   In memory of my uncle, David Lanstein 
 

Charles Wilson Disability Access Fund   
Audrey Wilson  
   Congratulations to Cindi Crutchfield on the birth of  
      her grandson, Oliver Renan 
    Congratulations to Nancy August & Stuart Zorn  

      on their wedding 

 Charles Wilson Disability Access Fund  (cont’d ) 
Audrey Wilson  
   In loving memory  of Edythe Fayle  
 The family of Charles Wilson 
   In loving memory  of Charles Wilson  
 

Chumash Inscribed 
Shelley Kahalas  
    In loving memory of Morris Guss, father & grandfather 
 

Dickerman Endowment Fund   
Myron & Laura Dickerman  
   Happy Anniversary, Sandy & Mort Hoffman  
     Happy Birthday, Barbara Mathias  
    Happy Birthday, Cindi Dickerman  
    Happy Birthday, Aaron Dickerman  
    Happy Birthday, Carol Dickerman  
     Happy Birthday, Harold Dickerman  
    Happy Birthday, Sam Farkas  
    Mazel tov to Nancy August & Stuart Zorn  
      on their wedding  
    Mazel tov to  Leslie & Ernest Rotman on the birth of  
      their granddaughter  
    Mazel tov to Rick & Beth Trilling on the engagement of  
      their son, Mark, to Becky Drossman 
    Mazel tov to  Cindi Crutchfield on the birth of her  
      grandchild 
 Bruce & Beth Goldman  
   In appreciation of  The COVID‑19 Seminars  
 Chick & Jeri Heinberg  
   In memory of  Neil Heinberg, beloved brother of  
      Jeri & Chick Heinberg  
 Mort & Sandy Hoffman 
   In loving memory  of Dorothy Weintraub  
    In memory of  Devorah Moten, sister of Harris Cohen  
 Adam & Sara Kaplan  
   In honor of  Cindi Crutchfield on the birth of her grandson,  
      Oliver Renan, born on July 23 
 

Donations & Memorial  
Chick & Jeri Heinberg  
   In memory of  the beloved father & papa of  
      Roz Rosenburg & family  
    In memory of  Josh, son‑in‑law of  
      Judy & Gary Weintraub 
 Myrna Schultz  
   In memory of  Richard Schultz  
    In memory of  David Schultz  
    In memory of  Blanche Schultz  
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Donations for  
 July / August 

Donations & Memorial  (cont’d) 
Sue Shawn  
   To thank Temple Sinai for the webinars, programs,  
      services & entertainment on the internet during the  
      pandemic & beyond 
 Rick & Beth Trilling  
   In memory of  Martin Brown, father & grandfather of  
      Andrea, Stephen & Elizabeth Gray  
 Tova Weincroft  
   In memory of  my dear sweet mother, Ruth Galler  
 

Family to Family Fund 
Ahron & Margaret Davidi  
   In honor of  the wedding of Nancy August & Stuie Zorn     
      Mazel tov!   
 Barry & Lisa Fireman 
    In honor of  the birth of Jorah Elle Rotman,  
      granddaughter of Leslee & Ernie Rotman 
   In honor of  the marriage of Howard Lipton 
      to Susan Waisbren   
 Bruce & Beth Goldman  
   In memory of Martin Brown, Andrea Gray's father,  
      Stephen's father‑in‑law, & Lizzie's grandfather 
 Sheldon Leppo & Sandra Levy  
    In honor of  the birth of Cindi Crutchfield's new  
      grandchild 
    In honor of  the birth of Jorah Elle Rotman,  
      granddaughter of Leslee & Ernie Rotman 
    In honor of  the engagement of Mark Trilling to  
      Becky Drossman  
    In memory of  Martin Brown, father of Andrea Gray  
     Mazel tov to Howard Lipton & Susan Waisbren  
      on their wedding  
 Sandra Levy  
   In memory of  my brother, Edward Holt  
    In memory of  my cousin, Elaine Holt  
 Bob & Doreen Soffer 
   In appreciation of  Ari & Christine Goldschneider for   
      their gracious help in moving our kayaks 
 

Hesed Fund 
Jim & Claire Castleman  
   In memory of  Barbara Eisenberg, beloved wife & aunt   
      of the Eisenberg & Gesserman families 
 Leo & Claire Kadet  
   In memory of  Miriam Kadet  
    In memory of  Samuel Kadet, father of Leo Kadet 
 

Holocaust Memorial Fund 
Ruth Rubino 
 In memory of  my beloved father, Bernard Ernest  
 

Oneg Shabbat Fund  
Chick & Jeri Heinberg  
   In memory of  Daniel Cohen, beloved son of  
      Jane & Steven Cohen & family 
 

Prayer Book Inscribed 
Barry & Lisa Fireman  
   In honor of  the marriage of  
      Nancy August & Stuart Zorn  
 Mort & Sandy Hoffman 
   In honor of  Nancy & Stuart Zorn's marriage  
 Elaine H Reiser  
   In memory of  David Savage  
 

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Scott & Susan Adler  
   In appreciation of  Rabbi Meszler for officiating at  
      my father's funeral  
 Penny’s children & grandchildren  
   In honor of  Penny Altman on her 75th birthday  
 Harris, Eileen, Hannah & Haley Cohen 
    In memory of  Martin Brown, loving father,  
      grandfather & friend 
 Fred Feinstein  
   In memory of  Rita Feinstein, beloved wife of  
      Frederick Feinstein  
 Gray Family 
   In appreciation of  Rabbi Meszler's Zoom Minyan for  
      Martin Brown, beloved father & grandfather 
 Bill & Nancy Hall  
   An act of tzedakah  
 Chick & Jeri Heinberg  
   In honor of  the High School graduation of Sandy &  
      Mort Hoffman's granddaughter, Livy 
    In honor of  the marriage of Nancy August & Stuart Zorn  
 Adam & Sara Kaplan  
   In loving memory  of Martin Brown, father of  
      Andrea Gray   
Zafra Lerman 
    In honor of  Sandy & Mort Hoffman, for their friendship  
      & support during these tough times & for including   
      me in the Friday services of Temple Sinai of Sharon 
 Dmitry & Julia Litvak  
   In memory of  Betty Darov  
 Ariel & Elana Margolis 
   An act of tzedakah  
 Marty & Marcia Richards  
   In memory of  Samuel Rodman, father of Marcia  

  

Acts of 
TZEDAKAH  
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Acts of 
TZEDAKAH  

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  (cont’d) 
  Neil & Diane Rosen  
   In honor of  the birth of Oliver Crutchfield,  
      Cindi Crutchfield's first grandchild 
    In memory of  Devorah Moten, beloved sister of  
      Harris Cohen & aunt of Eileen Cohen 
 Michael & Vivian Sternweiler  
   In appreciation of  Rabbi Meszler's meditation class  
Jay & Linda Webber 
    In memory of  Lawrence Pike  
 Alan & Maxine Weinstein  
   In honor of  Nancy & Stuart Zorn's marriage  
 Marge Zeman 
    In memory of Rose Zeman  
 Stuart Zorn & Nancy August  
   To thank  Rabbi Meszler  
 

School Fundraiser and Donations 
John Macuga & Sharon Chase 
       An act of tzedakah  
 David & Claire Winthrop  
       An act of tzedakah  
 

Social Action Fund   
Scott & Carol Brown  
   In honor of Leslee & Ernie Rotman on the birth of  
      their granddaughter, Jorah Elle 
 

Tzedakah 
Myron & Laura Dickerman  
 

 

The Life Cycle of our  
Congregational Family 

Mazel Tov 
 
 
 
 
 

To Leene & Bob Chavez on the birth of their  
grandson, Jack Reed Chase, born to Gina & Ken Chase 
on September 16 
 

To Sandra Levy on the birth of her great-granddaughter, 
Harley Zacontinsky, born to Nicole & JR Zacontinsky  
on September 30 
 

To Vivian & Michael Sternweiler on the engagement 
of their son, Sam, to Janet Yue 
 

To Irna & Bill Goodman on the Simchat Bat (baby naming) 
of their granddaughters, Madelyn Shay Liff, daughter 
of Lisa & Jonathan, & Stella Rose Duggan, daughter of 
Jaclyn & Kyle, on October 4 
 

To Ken Berman & Peggy Cooper on the birth of their 
granddaughter, Rosella Charley Berman, born to  
Aaron & Jennifer on October 9 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
To Ellie Chella on the death of her brother,  
Marty Kantrovitz, on September 27 
 

To Edward Miller on the death of his sister,  
Rita Turner, on September 28 
 

To Lisa Thibodeau on the death of her stepfather,  
Tom Cote, on October 5 

 

    

  B’NAI MITZVAH  
     Happenings 

 Lila Saige Silver 
 

Lila Saige Silver, the daughter of Brian and 
Lauren Silver will be called to the Torah as 
a Bat Mitzvah on Saturday morning, No-
vember 28, chanting from Deuteronomy, 
chapters 14-16. Lila attends the O'Donnell 
Middle School and is in grade 8. For her 
interests and activities, Lila plays competi-

tive volleyball and softball. She enjoys showing off her 
singing and dancing talents while performing in school mu-
sicals. She loves painting, spending time with family and 
friends and taking care of her beloved guinea pigs,  

May their memory  
be a blessing. 

Condolence   

Molly and Mandy. In honor of her Bat Mitzvah, Lila is 
using social media to organize a local Senior Citizen pen 
pal club we call Letters from Lila. Lila is also collecting 
gently worn coats for Coats for Kids.  

 

Mazel tov to Lila and her family on this simcha. 
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Affiliated with the Union 
for Reform Judaism and 
the Synagogue Council 
of Massachusetts 
 

President 
Jill Goldberg Arnold 
 

Vice Presidents 
Rob Wald 
Jon Cohan 
Ken Berman 
 

Treasurer 
Cindi Crutchfield 
 

Recording Secretary 
Aimee Gindin 
 

Membership Liaison 
Jerry Marcus 
 

Shofar Editor 
Joy Goldenberg 
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Temple Sinai of Sharon 
25 Canton St. 
Sharon, MA. 02067 
(781) 784-6081 
www.temple-sinai.com 
 

 

Rabbi 
Joseph Meszler 
 

Cantor 
Rebecca Khitrik 
 

Cantor Emeritus 
Jeff Klepper 
 

Director of Education 
Beth Fine-Nelson 
 

Executive Director 
Rabbi Amy E. Goodman 
 

Youth Advisor 
Jonathan Nelson 
 

Office & School Staff 
Janet Stokes 
Kim Soper 
 
 
 
 

 

   Shabbat  Candle Lighting Times 
   for November & December 

    

Nov.    6         13         20        27        
            4:13     4:06      4:00    3:56 
 

Dec.    4          11         18        25 
            3:54     3:54      3:56    4:00 

Annual Appeal 5781 
Come together for this year’s Annual Appeal  

and help secure our future. 
 

Visit www.temple-sinai.com/annual-appeal-5781  
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