Temple Sinai Weekly News
Hello,

Service Schedule
Friday, August 28
7:30 PM
Erev Shabbat Service
(via Facebook Live)
Saturday, August 29
8:30 AM
Torah Study
(via Rabbi Meszler's Zoom Classroom)
9:45 AM
Shabbat Morning Service
(via Facebook Live)
Friday, September 4
6:00 PM
Tot Shabbat
(via Facebook Live)
7:30 PM
Erev Shabbat Service
(via Facebook Live)
Saturday, September 5
8:30 AM
Torah Study
(via Rabbi Meszler's Zoom Classroom)
9:45 AM
Shabbat Morning Service
(via Facebook Live)
Friday, September 11
7:30 PM
Erev Shabbat Service
(via Facebook Live)
Saturday, September 12
8:30 AM
Torah Study

Preview the High Holy Days at Temple Sinai

Stream Friday evening and Saturday morning
services through Facebook Live.
Visit our Facebook page .

You can view last week's services by clicking on the
links below:
Erev Shabbat Service, 8/21/20
Shabbat Morning Service, 8/22/20

Join Rabbi Meszler's Online Classroom
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/3697230846
Meeting ID: 369 723 0846
Password: Bagels
**REMINDER: Rabbi's Study (Thursday afternoons)
will resume Thursday, September 3rd.**

(via Rabbi Meszler's Zoom Classroom)

In-person worship remains unsafe at this time. We will
continue with restrictions as outlined in Guidelines for
Temple Sinai's Activities during Pandemic (6/17/20).
The sanctuary and Temple office are open by
appointment only. Please contact the Temple office at
(781) 784-6081 for more information.

9:45 AM
Shabbat Morning Service
(via Facebook Live)
11:30 PM
Selichot Service
(via Facebook Live)

Please check back for updates and new information:
www.temple-sinai.com

To Sarah Bashein
and Alec Eidelman
on their wedding
this weekend.

From Rabbi Meszler: Words of Torah
Parashat Shoftim: Justice, justice, shall you pursue
I have told my teenage students that if they were to memorize any
one line from the Torah, it should be the Sh’ma. But if they were to
memorize a second line from the Torah, it should be one from this
week’s Torah portion, Shoftim, which is: Tzedek, tzedek tirdof “Justice, justice, shall you pursue” (Deut. 16:20).
Judaism has been long-obsessed with justice. It is a defining
feature of our religion. We have spilled far more ink on the pursuit
of justice than we have on topics like what happens after people
die or the nature of the soul. Judaism focuses on this world, not an
afterlife.
Some commentators focused on the unusual doubling of the first
word: tzedek, tzedek tirdof. Why does the Torah say the word
“justice” twice? Ibn Ezra teaches that this could simply be a matter
of emphasis, or it could also mean we pursue justice with the
same effort even if it might result in two outcomes: your personal
loss or your personal gain. In Midrash Tanchuma, it means that
the judges would not render judgment the same day as a trial but
should spread out the trial and sentencing over two days. The
judges need to be just during the trial, but then they need to sleep
on it. The next day, with more reflection, they can be just in their
final decision. (Tanchuma Buber Shoftim 7:4) Rabbi Bachya ibn
Asher says the doubling of the word “justice” means to be fair in
both word and deed. And some Chasidic teachers says that God
calls out, “Justice, justice,” the same way God called to our
ancestors: “Abraham, Abraham!” or “Moses! Moses!” Just as God
called them by name twice, trying to get their attention, God calls
us now to justice as a holy pursuit.
Another teaching is from Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak of P’shischa.
The reason we double the word “justice” is because we have to
accomplish just ends with just means. The process has to be just,
not just the result. Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchak taught, “The pursuit of
justice must be done justly, unblemished.” In other words: no
cheating, and winning does not justify itself. In a court of justice,
the end doesn't justify the means, and we should try to live our
everyday lives this way as well.
We are always being tested to be fair and to have integrity.

Fairness and integrity matter in our character and in our society.
We are not there yet, but our Torah teaches we should keep
pursuing this ideal, no matter what.

From Cantor Khitrik: A Backwards Moment of Music
Almost every year since 2004, I have attended
KlezKanada, a week-long summer festival for Yiddish
music, language, and culture that takes place at Camp
B'nai Brith of the Laurentian Mountains (Quebec). This
year, of course, the festival is being held virtually, and
while I dearly miss seeing old friends and swimming in the
lake, I am happy to invite you all to partake in one of my
favorite traditions: the Backwards March.
A story related by to KlezKanada faculty member Jenny Romaine by Yiddish actor Arye Leysh
recalls a tradition from the Romanian shtetl of Stanisesti. In the 1920's-30's, all the members of
the community would gather by a large body of water and walk backwards together toward
town singing a melody to usher in the Sabbath. The purpose of walking backwards was so no
one would turn their backs on the Shabes queen as she entered.
This year's virtual march will take place on Friday -- tomorrow -- at 6:45. I invite you all to join
me in marching, singing, or playing by viewing the Facebook Live event on KlezKanada's
Facebook page

The High Holy Days at Temple Sinai
Visit our High Holy Days 5781/2020
website for details about joining us for
virtual services and other resources for
celebrating the High Holidays with us:

Service Schedule
Reserve your "seat" in our
Facebook sanctuary
Guest/Non-Member Access Form

For many years
it has been
Temple Sinai’s
High Holy Day
tradition to
stock our local
Sharon-Stoughton Food Pantry. This
year the need is as great as it's ever
been. Our collection continues through
Sukkot.
Thank you for joining us in this mitzvah.

Temple Sinai's Facebook Page:
Daily Meditations During Elul

Hear the Shofar Sound in Elul!
August 30 and September 6 & 13
10:00-11:00 AM
The familiar call of
the shofar, a tradition
during the month of
Elul, can bring us
together as a
community as we begin our spiritual and
physical preparations for the High Holy
Day season.

Our High Holy Days 5781 Resource
Guide has information to help make each
home a sanctuary, including where to get
your own prayer books, shofar, lulav
and etrog set and sukkah, and more!

Our Technology Subcommittee wants to
hear from you! Click here to complete a
brief survey

How are you planning on accessing our
High Holy Days services?
This survey will take about 2 minutes to complete.

Thank you for your participation!

What's Happening "at" the Temple

Sinai Cinema Presents "Dough"
TONIGHT (8/27) at 7:30 PM

Temple Sinai Brotherhood
Fantasy Football League

Watch “Dough” on your own then "Zoom In" tonight
for our Sinai Cinema discussion or use Meeting ID:

953 011 3877 Passcode: Sinai
This critically-acclaimed film is the story of an old
Jewish baker who sees his struggling business boom
when his young apprentice accidentally drops
marijuana into a large tub of dough.
Dough is currently available on Amazon Prime and
TubiTV.
Combat Voter
Suppression with
Temple Sinai
Temple Sinai, led by TASTY and the Social
Justice Committee, is writing postcards to
combat voter suppression. Data shows
that postcard campaigns like ours increase
voter turnout.
Email Justin for more info

There are still slots available for
new team owners. The draft will
be held remotely a week before
the season starts. It’s a great
activity for parent and child as
well as childish men.
E-mail Jon Cohan for league
details and how to join

Join the Hesed
Committee at Temple
Sinai...
The Hesed Committee is
looking for new members. They are a
group of people who reach out to bereaved
families and offer heartfelt sympathy on
behalf of our temple family.
Contact Lisa Fireman or Sharyn Keimach
for more information.

From our Religious School
2020-21 School
Registration
 ew Students can sign up online:
N
2020-21 Registration & Emergency Form
Please contact Beth Fine-Nelson and Kim
Soper if you have questions.

Youth High Holiday Programs
Our High Holy Days youth services
will be virtual this year, and we invite
you to join us:
Pre-K to 2nd Grade
Program will be streamed on the

Our Religious School
staff has spent the
summer enrolled in a
course on how to
enhance the online
learning experience for
our students meeting virtually during the week
this fall. Our K-6th graders will also meet inperson on Sundays.

Temple Sinai of Sharon Members
Page.
Camp HiHo (3rd-6th Grade)
A live, interactive program via Zoom.
Registration is required to receive
login information.
Sign Up Today!

We look forward to the beginning of the
2020-21 school year on Sunday, September
13th.

Contact the School Office with
questions.

In the Community...

Voices from the Past...
Lessons for the Future
Virtual Tribute Event
Wed Sept 9 | 7 PM
First Annual Stephan Ross
‘Excellence in Holocaust
Education’ Award to be
presented to local
Holocaust survivor Sidney
Handler. This event will
benefit New
England Friends of the
March of the Living Teen
Scholarship Fund.

An Hour of Jewish
Comedy
Thurs Sept 10 | 7 PM
Don't miss this virtual,
free event!
Join us for an hour of
entertaining and thought
provoking comedy,
featuring a selection of
comedic skits from Rich
Orloff's play OY!
Register here

Please join us in honoring
the brave young men and
women of the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF)
on September 13 at 7pm.
FIDF supporters, Israeli
government officials and
the soldiers themselves

As the High Holy Days
approach, join CCAR
Press for an inside look
at Mishkan HaNefesh:
Machzor for the Days of
Awe*. Machzor's editorial
team will discuss the
book's philosophy,
innovations, and answer
questions. Register here
*CCAR Press is offering a
20% discount on the book
using code MHN2020
through 9/30

RSVP to this free, virtual
event here

A Night of Heroes Virtual
Celebration
September 13 | 7 PM

CCAR Press Series
Thurs Sept 3 | 12:30 PM

Youth LEAD Workshop
Info Session - Sep 13
Series Begins - Oct 18

The Jews are
Coming to Brandeis
Monday, September 14
| 12:00 - 1:00 PM

Connect with students in
conversation about social
issues that impact and
shape the world we live in
today. Gain valuable
leadership skills by
deepening an
understanding of
historical and present

"The Jews are
Coming" ("Ha-Yehudim
Baim") is an Israeli
Academy Award-winning
satire now in its fourth
season. The sketch
comedy covers the
history of the Jewish

will come together for a
first-ever Virtual Gala.
To register, visit:
www.fidf.org/negala2020

systems of oppression
through a social justice
framework. Register by
9/30.

people from biblical times
to the present, from
Moses to Barbie and
everything in between.

Questions? Contact
Jeeyoon Kim

Free and open to all.
Register here.

From the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ)
Announcing
NFTYx: Your
Space to Create
NFTYx is an open
space for Jewish
engagement, creativity, innovation, and
community. Designed to support Reform
Jewish teens in planning Jewish
experiences for those within and
beyond their social networks.
COVID-19 has challenged our world to
evolve in ways we never imagined, and in
turn, NFTY is evolving. With the safety of
our teens, staff, and volunteers top of mind,
NFTYx will launch with virtual programs
through the RJ on the Go platform.
Learn more about NFTYx and current
offerings here

Every Voice, Every
Vote: The Reform
Movement’s 2020
Civic Engagement
Campaign
Every Voice, Every
Vote is the Reform
Jewish Movement’s 2020 civic engagement
campaign, a nonpartisan effort to strengthen our
democracy by encouraging everyone to
participate in the U.S. election and ensuring that
Reform Jewish values are represented in the
public square.
Other resources:
Join the Reform Movement's Civic
Engagement Campaign and download
toolkits

RJ on the Go: An Interactive Platform
for Jewish Engagement - a virtual space,
for people to spend time in live, interactive,
communal experiences anchored in Jewish
values: Jewish Life in Your Family Life,
designed for families of school-age
children to participate in together.

Shabbat Morning
Family Experience
Veteran educatormusicians Shira
Kline and Ellen Allard host these weekly
sessions for families who are joining from
around the world for songs, stories, and
more, Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. Sign up
here

A brief word from Rabbi Meszler: In
the 1950s and 60s, Jews worked with
the African American community for
racial justice. That work, however, is
not finished. We should see Black
Lives Matter as an extension of that
work. I encourage everyone to join the
Sharon Racial Equity Alliance on
Facebook.
Read the statement from the
Reform Jewish Leadership, "Black
Lives Matter is a Jewish Value."

Resources for Challenging Times
Parenting in a Pandemic: insights & practical advice to help parents support their teens

Coping with COVID-19: Temple Sinai's summer Q&A webinar series
The Moving Traditions Teen Groups: Helping Jewish Teens Grow
Th Shofar Project: a new online program from IJS and its partner organizations
Resources from Institute for Jewish Spirituality: designed to relieve stress as we increase
awareness and navigate this time of uncertainty and isolation
From CJP and their community partners: helping you through this time with Emergency
Fund Childcare Subsidies, Employment Resources and a Warmline to help access assistance.
We want everyone to stay safe and healthy. PLEASE:

Wear a mask
Practice social distancing
Wash hands often
Monitor ourselves for symptoms – fever, cough, shortness of breath.
Disinfect frequently touched objects
Monitor recommendations from Sharon Health Department, MA
Department of Public Health, and the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.
Temple Sinai Members - have you requested access to our Temple Sinai of Sharon:
High Holy Days* group? If you do not have a Facebook account, emailRabbi Amy
Goodman to receive the login information when that is available.
Guest and friends of Temple Sinai -complete our guest/non-member access form
here.
Do not hesitate to contact the Temple office with any questions at (781) 784-6081 or
agoodman@temple-sinai.com.
L'shalom
Amy
Rabbi Amy E. Goodman, Executive Director
Temple Sinai
25 Canton Street, Sharon, MA 02067
781-784-6081 x106
agoodman@temple-sinai.com
www.temple-sinai.com

*Link not working? Copy www.facebook.com/groups/769391410516207/ into your browser.

Shop Amazon & Earn Money for Temple Sinai
Shop from the special Amazon Smile website at
https://smile.amazon.com/

