
Temple Sinai’s Plan for the High Holy Days

As you know, cases of COVID-19 have been rising over the last month, due mainly to the delta
variant. As of August 4, Norfolk County officially moved into the “substantial” level of
coronavirus transmission. While the vast majority of Sharon residents and Temple Sinai
members are vaccinated, there is still a risk of contracting and spreading COVID-19, even
among vaccinated people (although the risk remains much lower than for unvaccinated
people). 

For this reason, the Medical Advisory Committee met last week to revise the Temple’s policies
for the High Holy Days. These policies were designed to prioritize the safety of our
congregation while balancing our desire to be together as a community and our sense of
comfort being together during these challenging times. We therefore decided on the following:

1. High Holy Day services will still take place in person, at Temple Sinai, for all those
who wish to attend, provided proof of vaccination.

2. We will maintain our usual number of services, including two on the first day of Rosh
Hashanah and two on Yom Kippur morning.

3. For in-person services, we will require wearing masks, physical distancing between
households, and proof of vaccination (e.g., vaccine card, other proof from the
Massachusetts state-wide database). Unvaccinated children will not be permitted to
attend our services in the sanctuary this year.

4. All of our programming for Grades K-6 (youth programs and Camp HiHo) will take
place at Everwood Day Camp. There will be no babysitting offered this year. 

5. Congregants will be required to bring proof of vaccination to the first service they
attend in person. We will place a sticker on their High Holiday ticket that they can use for
future services without having to show proof again.  

6. Anyone having trouble locating proof of vaccination should call the Temple office
as soon as possible so that this issue can be resolved in advance. 

7. The Rabbi, Cantor, and soloists will be tested for COVID-19 prior to Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur so they can lead services without wearing masks.

8. Shofar sounders will play on the patio of the outdoor sanctuary so they can be heard.
9. For those who do not feel comfortable attending services in person for any reason or are

unvaccinated, we will offer live streaming of these services , as we have been doing
for Friday night services and will continue to do indefinitely.  

These were not easy decisions to make, and we wish we didn’t have to make them. We hope
these new policies allow as many congregants as possible to be safe and to feel safe attending
services in person while allowing the option to participate remotely for those who prefer to do
so. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me via email with any questions:
jschnipper@bwh.harvard.edu
 
We thank you for your understanding and hope that you still plan to attend services in person,
assuming you are able and feel comfortable doing so.

We want to wish you a happy and healthy New Year.

L’Shalom,
Jeff Schnipper, MD, MPH
on behalf of the Temple Sinai Board of Trustees
and the Medical Advisory Committee



Our High Holy Day mailing, including member tickets, will be
going out this week.

Please contact the office after August 23rd if you have not received your tickets.

High Holy Days 5782 (2021)

The Honey Bee and the Apple Tree
a Rosh Hashanah story

What happens when a friendly little bee sets out in search of a
new home? Fly along and find out in this sweet Rosh

Hashanah story by Rabbi Joseph Meszler!

Buy your autographed book for $18
Via Credit Card/PayPal

Via check made out to Temple Sinai

Pick it up at the Temple starting in September…including Rosh Hashanah.

Selichot – a Service of Return: Prayers
Written During the Pandemic

Saturday, August 28 | 9:30-12:00 PM

9:30-10:30 PM: Program
10:30-11:00 PM: Dessert and coffee
11:00 PM-Midnight: Selichot service
ending with a midnight blast of the
shofar

As we have endured the pandemic,
there is much we could not do: see loved ones,
attend events, and go to services. But what people
could do was write, and write they did. In two
volumes entitled, When We Turned Within, Rabbi
Menachem Creditor and Sarah Tuttle-Singer
collected stories, articles, and poems composed by
Jewish writers during the past 15 months.

For Selichot at Temple Sinai this year, we will
hold a “Moth”-like program sharing some of
these readings. What connects them is that they are
actually all prayers, seeking transcendence during a
difficult time. 

**You may also join us for the service on
Facebook Live**

Usher Volunteer
Sign-Ups

High Holy Days
5782/2021

High Holy Days Ushers play an
important role in making all
feel welcome at our High Holy
Days services. Please consider
volunteering at one of our High
Holy Days services.

Click here for more details

We appreciate our continuing
ushers and always welcomes

new volunteers.

If interested, please send an
email to Usher Chair, Marty

Richards.



High Holy Days 5782/2021
 

We want to help you make the High Holy
Days meaningful this year.

 
Visit our High Holy Days 5782/2021
website for details about joining us for

services and other resources for
celebrating the High Holidays with us:

 
Service Schedule
Greeting/Yizkor Book
Registration for Youth Programs (K-6)
Guest/Non-Member Ticket Form
High Holy Days Resources

High Holy Days Food Drive

For many years it has been Temple Sinai’s
High Holy Day tradition to stock our local
Sharon-Stoughton Food Pantry. This
year the need is as great as it's ever been. 

Bag Drop Off: Please drop off your bags
filled with non-perishable food, personal
hygiene items, and/or infant supplies at the
Temple. Our collection continues through
Sukkot.

Monday-Thursday August 23-September
30, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

We thank you in advance for joining us
in this mitzvah.

Shop Amazon & Earn Money for
Temple Sinai 
Shop from the special Amazon Smile
website at 
https://smile.amazon.com/


