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Bonnie Manko
Moved from the San Fernando Valley in CA in 1996 with the love of 
my life, my husband Stephen—we retired early (50 & 51) and came 
to Prescott for its beauty, pride of ownership, and the fact there was a 
Temple. We traveled all over Arizona and saw much of the U.S. with 
grand kids and traveled to many countries outside the U.S. together. 
Stephen served for several years as Treasurer of TBS and I as Recording 
Secretary & Membership Chair. Unfortunately Stephen didn’t have 

much time in our paradise before he passed away in 2002.

The occupation from which I retired was Administrative Assistant for the Communications Workers of 
America (labor union for the telecommunications industry). I had no idea really how to do retirement and 
found myself vacuuming daily?!? Before long, long-time TBS members who owned a home-based business, 
hired me for 1 day a week which then grew into 3 days a week. I worked for them for 4 years until Stephen 
was diagnosed.

After Stephen passed away, I needed to get back into life and was hired as Business Manager at Pia’s Place, an 
extended care facility in Prescott for women dealing with drug, alcohol, co-dependence & early childhood 
trauma and worked there for 12 wonderful, fulfilling years.

In February 2014, I re-retired and this time I really knew how I would do my 
retirement—I take classes at OLLI at Yavapai College, I have, and will again 
co-facilitate a class at OLLI and I chair the Publicity Committee at OLLI, 
I volunteer for People Who Care, I co-facilitate the Women of TBS group, I 
volunteer (in very small ways) at Prescott Canyon Estates, where I live, and I do 
lots of enjoyable things alone as well as with my friends.

In Oct ’18 I adopted the 2 kitties (Lexi & Elli pictured to the right) and they have 
increased my joy at home exponentially.

I’ve enjoyed the 23 years I’ve lived here in Prescott and cannot imagine living 
anywhere else. The friends I’ve made, the love I’ve felt from them and my Temple 
family is indescribable and fills my heart.
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Fall 2019
NEW Yavapai College COMMUNITY ED CLASS!

Environmental Ethics & Philosophy

What is the appropriate relationship between humans and the natural world, i.e. land and animals? 
Where do our environmental ideas and values originate? We’ll consider key thinkers,
perspectives and ideas throughout American history and in modern times. With attention to cross-
cultural, religious & secular thinking, we’ll see how “Eco-philosophy” has always impacted both 
personal and public decision-making. We’ll learn how Jewish teachings have often been debated, 
and misunderstood, but have now become instrumental in “Eco-theology” circles and beyond.
Guest speakers and films will enliven our learning.

Class meets for SIX weeks, Wednesday, October 21 - December 4 from 5-8pm.
(no class Thanksgiving week)

Instructor: Rabbi Nina Perlmutter, M.A. 
Emeritus Faculty & former head of YC Philosophy & Religious Studies Program

HOW TO REGISTER-- Enroll early to help insure class makes!
-- in person: go to Building 31, Room 108 on Prescott Campus.
-- by phone: call (928) 717-7755.
-- on line: www.yc.edu/CommEd and click link to browse and register.

Questions? Call the instructor at 928-777-8172.




