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Let’s Get ACQUAINTED

Emily Grotta and
John Boudreaux

John and I are “part-timers,” as we have a home in 
PebbleCreek, an active-adult community in Goodyear. 
After spending six summers traveling to beat the heat, 
we decided to buy a place in Prescott Lakes, where we 
can keep the windows open and enjoy dinners outside. 

We met 40 years ago, when we both worked for 
the (now defunct) Houston Post. John, a native of 
Franklin, Louisiana, had been in newspapers since he 
covered sports as a teenager for the Franklin Banner-
Tribune, while my newspaper days started in 1977 in 
Haverhill, Massachusetts.

Shortly before the Post was sold, I moved into public relations for the public health system in Houston and 
John was recruited by IBM. After stays in Dallas and San Francisco, IBM moved John to New York, where 
he worked as a press spokesman on financial, legal and HR issues. He ultimately became the managing 
editor of IBM.com.

In New York, I worked in public relations firms until I was recruited in 1994 by the then-Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations as its first director of marketing and communications. There I oversaw the change 
in name to Union for Reform Judaism and introduced many programs to benefit Reform congregations 
across the United States and Canada, including the RJ Web Builder program used by B’rith Shalom today.

At the same time, I was becoming increasingly involved in the life of Larchmont Temple, in Larchmont, 
New York, ultimately serving as president for three years of the 850-family synagogue.

A 2010 trip to Tucson for baseball spring training and an unplanned stop at a retirement community led to 
the move to Arizona the following year. In PebbleCreek I am part of a performing dance group and am on 
the board of LifeLong Learning at PebbleCreek, a totally volunteer continuing education organization, and 
am responsible for all communications and marketing, including the website.

When we walked into B’rith Shalom in June 2018, we knew we’d found our Jewish home in the mountains. 
We thank everyone for making us feel so welcome and look forward to continuing to get to know you. 




