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18 Shevat 5780/ February 13, 2020

 

 Poem Without an End
BY YEHUDA AMICHAI

Inside the brand-new museum
there’s an old synagogue.

Inside the synagogue
is me.

Inside me
my heart.

Inside my heart
a museum.

Inside the museum
a synagogue,

inside it
me,

inside me
my heart,

From:                                             Temple B'rith Shalom <office@brithshalom-az.org>
Sent:                                               Thursday, February 13, 2020 12:27 PM
To:                                                  egro�a@cox.net
Subject:                                         A Message from Rabbi Julie Kozlow February 12, 2020
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inside my heart
a museum

Dear Friends,
In just about two weeks it will be Shabbat Shekalim. It is a special Shabbat that is
designed to be preparing us for the coming of Passover in another seven weeks.
(OY) Shabbat Shekalim is a reminder to the Israelites that everyone, absolutely
everyone must bring a shekel of themselves to the functioning of the sacred
Temple, everyone’s contribution matters. No one’s gifts are not needed.  It is after
all, A HOUSE OF GOD!
 
 We are to bring our hearts, our money, our energy, the work of our hands and the
mechanism of our souls. This shekel is a reminder that being passive in one’s
spiritual life is equivalent to spiritual death. Shabbat Shekalim comes to whisper to
us all, bring of yourself to this sacred space, yes, Temple B'rith Shalom, come
and help build our beautiful congregation into what it can be when everyone brings
their souls to the table.
 
 It used to be that Synagogue affiliation was more about a commodity driven
impulse than an impulse to nest. We are so much more than the separate pieces of
Temple life that remind us that we sometimes need a Synagogue but, we are not
only building a space of brick and mortar,  we are also building a spiritual haven, a
respite, a home and that takes  all of us.
 
Shabbat Shekalim is a gentle reminder, that in the end, it is all about what
you gave to life, and NOT at all about what you took. Please look in the mirror
and ask yourself, what do I do for my synagogue instead of what does my
Synagogue do for me. That’s the sheckle, and we can't wait for you to light
up our Temple with your unique and God given gifts.
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We had a beautiful Tu B’Shevat Seder this past Sunday during Religious
School. We started by going outside onto our TBS campus and getting up

close and personal with our beautiful trees. They were so majestic and had
so much character that we ended up naming about five of them. There was
Papa Abe, Mamma Sara, little David, Rebecca and Moses of course.  You

see when you look closely at something, you get to see so much more than
you noticed before. Even trees!

We thanked the trees for helping us breath and then we went into the
sanctuary and opened the Ark and sang Etz Chayim He in front of the Torah.
The words say that the Torah is a tree of life to those whom hold to dear.

We then had a beautiful Seder that filled our souls up with fruits, seasons,
poetry and memories. We ended our Seder by planting parsley for Passover,

wish us luck on that! 
 

A poem from the Seder
 

A Spring Poem

By May Fenn
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Hush, Can you hear it?

The rustling in the grass,

Bringing you the welcome news

Winter's day is past.

Soft, Can you feel it?

The warm caressing breeze,

Telling you the sticky buds

Are bursting on the trees.

Look, Can you see them?

The primrose in the lane,

Now you must believe it -

Spring is here again.

 
 

Enjoy the pics!
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PURIM IS COMING!!!!!!! 
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There are three obligations associated with Purim,

1. Be Happy
2. Hear the Megillah read
3. Send Shalach Manot gift bags to your loved ones and friends.

 
The first two are easy to follow, the third takes some work.
                                 WHAT ARE SHALACH MANOT?

For us Jews Purim means BAKING! Favorite recipes, goodies, fun bags.
Everyone is preparing treats for loved ones and friends. What could be

sweeter than receiving a bag of homemade cookies from a friend? It’ll make
you feel happy and that is the point of Purim and the month of Adar.

 
That kind and delicious gesture can warm your soul up in a quick minute. This

sweet giving is a beautiful and important part of Purim.
 

This year we will be gathering on Sunday March 1st at 10:AM to bake, sort, fill
bags, make cards and all join in to make Shalach Manot for the entire

congregation.  If you would like to make a batch or two of Hamantashan at
home, please do and just deliver your contribution, OR stop by the

Supermarket in the morning and bring the necessary stuff to bake up a batch
at Temple. This endeavor is best when it is a collaboration by the entire

Synagogue. It should be all hands on deck!
 
 

The kids will help to stuff the Shalach Manot bags and we will have cards
made so that these delicious gifts will be ready for each of our congregants

by Purim on March 9th at 6PM. Please join us for the fun!
 

Here’s a great recipe for Rabbi’s Hanantashan for those of you who want to
begin baking!!!!

¾ c. unsalted butter
2/3 c.sugar

1 egg
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tsp. vanilla
2 ½ c. flour
1/4 tsp salt

1-5 Tbsp of Orange juice as needed to moisten dough
 

Mix butter, sugar, blend till fluffy. Add egg, vanilla to the bowl and mix until
it's a crumbly dough.

 
Begin to knead, add juice as necessary

If possible, chill for several hours (although I never chill it and it works fine).
 

Roll it out, cut circles by using a wine glass, fill them with jams, chocolate,
poppy seed, and fold into hamantashan shape.

 
Bake 350 for 15-25 minutes. YUMMY!

 

The second piece of the Purim puzzle is that it is truly an ancient Mardi Gras,
it is a full-fledged masquerade party, a deep winter party that hopes that the

sun will again return. Please be renting, sewing, borrowing your costume, it is
so much fun and we want everyone to join in. The children get to see the

adults let loose and celebrate, it’s a beautiful event. Please step in this year
and join us!

Enjoy the photos!
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Please mark your calendars for second night SEDER, April 9th, 2020 at
6PM at The Club at Prescott Lakes. Jim and I met this morning with Kellie,
the food and beverage manager at Prescott Lakes about the menu and the

tables, the numbers and the cost. It looks like it is going to be a very delicious
and special Seder and they have promised to get the cost per person within
the next week. The total number of guests is 125 so if you are interested in
sharing the second Seder with your TBS family, get your reservations in as

soon as you can.
 

I want to thank everyone who participated in our SHABBAT SHIRA SERVICE. It
was so much fun and uplifting. THANK YOU ALL!

Robb Gordon
Natalie Krol

Arlene Brownie
Blanche Jones

Moses, Layla, Benjamin and Tristan
Gwenda Krochock
Wayne Grossman
Jessica Dreifuss

Suzi Abramson-Johnson
Bill Cadwallender

Thank you for your beautiful voices and musical spirits. Together we filled the room
with joy!

Friends, I have such exciting news to share with you. We have just today hit
our tenth new family member to join the Temple in the last three months. How

fabulous is that? We have a full minyan of new families and we couldn’t be
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happier. This is a sign of the future and it is very very bright. I would like to
introduce you to the latest  6 family units to join us. 

 

Jay Shechter and Teresa Butler- Jay and Teresa have retired to Prescott,
a home where Teresa had once lived and loved. Jay is a retired

cardiologist and Teresa is now looking for work as a Paralegal. They have
5, yes that's correct, 5 dogs and they are enjoying life with hiking, cooking,

music and pickleball. We are so happy to have them join our family. We
are looking forward to many years of friendship. Welcome!
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Dov Baer Kravitz- Dov Bear otherwise known as Barry, has been a visitor at TBS for
many years but only recently has decided to join the family. He has a lot of great
Jewish knowledge in his soul and he brings such a gentle softness with his kind

nature. We are thrilled that he has signed on. It’s a win win for all of us.
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Gary and Claudia Resnick- Gary is originally from Cleveland, Ohio and Claudia is
originally from Minneapolis, Minnesota. They lived in Phoenix for 30 years before
moving to Prescott in 2012. Gary is a retired pharmacist and Claudia is a retired
lawyer. They have a son Adam and his wife Jackie and grandson Benjamin, 20

months old, and one on the way. 
They enjoy traveling, reading, going to movies and plays, spending time with

friends, and enjoying the beauty of Prescott.  Sounds like most of us!!!! We couldn't
be happier than to welcome you to our family. Cant wait to see you both around!
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Debra and Bruce Brenner- Moved to Prescott from Texas 6 years ago and they
retain their Texan identities with pride, accent and all. They love Prescott and are

fully enjoying their retirement with golf for Bruce and reading, needlepoint and
decorating for Deb. We are thrilled to have their upbeat , fun and easy-going energy

a part of our family!
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Stacey, Sally and John Marcus- Stacey is Sally and John’s daughter and their
caretaker. She has a big heart and puts her parents in front of everything in her life.

We are so happy that all three of them found our humble but loving home. We’ve got
a Temple full of caring congregants waiting to be your friends. Welcome Home!
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Elizabeth Stalker- Elizabeth is originally a Midwesterner from Gary, Indiana.
She is married to Greg and they have two sons, Charlie and Nicholas, who
live in California. Elizabeth and Greg moved to Arizona to retire two years
ago. Many of their family is following them here and they are enjoying their
retirement with travel, and jam making! They both come from large families

and so we welcome them into our large family as well. So good to have you! 

PHOTO GALLERY
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I must share with you all a very special moment that took place in our
Sanctuary a few weeks back. The beautiful and wise Irene Kuritzky showed
up on a sunny Shabbat morning to pray. As I was giving out the aliyot to the

Torah, I asked Irene if she would like an Aliyah, her response was, “well
should I”? And I said, absolutely YES! As it turns out, Irene had never ever

been called to the Torah but her day had arrived. How sweet a moment it was
when Irene for the first time in her life came up to the Torah and read her

blessings with grace and humility, every heart in the room was touched. We
said a shecheyenu once her Aliyah was over and I pray that this was the first

of many many more visits to the edge and soul of the Torah! MAZEL TOV
IRENE!
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I had such a wonderful evening at Embry Riddle when I took pizza for the Jewish kids
on campus. They are a great group of kids and I loved every second of my visit with

them. I hope and pray that they will drop in an pay us a visit on a Friday evening. We
will be arranging a dinner to make that happen.
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 Holy Hiking. We meditated together and then headed out on a silent walk. It
was powerful and quiet. We schmoozed the second half of the hike but it was

a wonderful time together.

Preparation for Bnai Mitzvot, Moses and Layla deep in study!
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Rabbi Julie and Layla at the theater! 
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The amazing Marilynne Yeakley! Our Hebrew teacher. 

Rabbi Julie opening up a coconut on Tu Bishvat! 

What an amazing turnout for Lunch and Learn! 
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Friends, our family is growing and that reality takes a strong vision and a stronger
commitment to insuring that we stay on track towards a future that inspires us so
that we may inspire others. We Jews need a safe haven upon which to land, to
breathe, to celebrate, to need each other and to be needed. It's all here at Temple
B'rith Shalom and I am so very happy and grateful to God for opening this beautiful
door through which I have been able to enter and become your Rabbi. It is truly a
great joy for me!

See you in Shul,

Rabbi Julie
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