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I would like to begin by thanking all those with whom I’ve worked during the past 

year.  This includes our staff and our lay leaders.  Let me start with the staff. 

 

We are lucky. We have a hard working staff.  I would love to describe each of their 

strengths, but in the interest of time, let me just mention them by name: 

 

Cantor Gloth, who has just about completed his first year with us;  

Alisa Levine, our Director of Education;  

Debbi Fendell, our Director of Early Childhood Education; 

Kayla Reisman, our Director of Youth Engagement, who’s leaving us after a 

terrific two-year stint here (we wish her well); 

Devora Rohr, our Shabbat Educator; 

Cantor Linda Sue Sohn, who served as our Cantor in Residence prior to Cantor 

Gloth’s arrival, and who has remained as our Bar/Bat Mitzvah tutor; 

Alan Teperow, our Director of Engagement; 

Rabbi Leslie Gordon, our Rabbi in Residence, who has contributed so much to 

the success of our Mental Health Initiative, and who continues to do so much 

behind the scenes (just last week she represented us at the Vigil held at the Town 

Common to protest the recent anti-Semitic vandalism that took place at the high 

school); and our  

Youth Advisors and  

Teachers. 

I also want to thank our administrative staff: 

 

Sharon Solomon, our Synagogue Administrator; 

Marie Savrides, my administrative assistant;  

Caroline Nudelman, our Mercaz Aliyah administrative assistant; 
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Linda Rosenburg, who has served for many years as office administrator at 

Congregation Or Atid in Wayland, who has just joined us.  

And, of course, Rufina Kotlyar, our bookkeeper. 

And many thanks to Nelle, Tony, and Chris Whittemore, for their prodigious 

efforts throughout the year.   

 

I want to point out something that should be obvious: this is not a small staff.  

Temple Aliyah once was a small congregation; it isn’t any longer.  We’ll see other 

evidence of that shortly. 

 

As for our lay leaders, Temple Aliyah is a strong congregation because it has 

always had a strong bench of lay leaders who are working frankly around the 

clock, contributing to the congregation in a myriad of ways, to keep us strong and 

to keep us focused on our mission. 

 

I can’t possibly name everyone who should be on a list of lay leaders to thank.  

The number is immense.   You know who are, and on behalf of the congregation, 

let me thank you for all that you do. 

 

I do want to mention one lay leader’s name, and that is David Farbman, who is 

completing his first year as president at this time. 

 

As I always tell incoming shul presidents, and as I said to David last year, no one 

can ever predict what challenges -- whether personal or communal -- an incoming 

president will face.  And that’s why, in addition to being hard working, committed, 

and focused on the needs of the shul, it’s so important for a president to have 

strong, hard-working partners with whom to work to fulfill the responsibilities of 

the office and to keep the shul moving in the right direction. 

 

Fortunately, David is not only bright, smart, committed, articulate, congenial, well-

spoken, … and I could go on and on -- ; he not only is thoroughly comfortable in 

Jewish institutions and has demonstrated his leadership in several of them; but he 

also selected a group of hard-working partners to help him here at the shul.  And 

that came in handy when this became a particularly challenging year for David and 

his family. Through it all, the shul has functioned very, very well.   
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Of course, David has a particularly hard-working partner at home, and we are 

delighted that Karen has recovered so well and we hope that her recovery 

continues.  

 

So I want to thank David -- and everyone who worked with him, and who 

continues to work with him to fulfill our mission. 

 

Speaking about our mission, my remarks this evening will focus on our 

mission and our values. They say a lot about who we are -- or, rather, who we’d 

like to be.   

 

As it says on our website, “Temple Aliyah is a Conservative synagogue. …  

We encourage our members to enrich their Jewish lives, to enhance their Jewish 

identities, and to engage in lifelong learning.  

Our spiritual, educational, and social action programs foster the values of 

Conservative Judaism and reflect our commitment to Torah (Jewish wisdom) 

and mitzvot (Jewish obligations).  

We support the broader Jewish community, Israel, and Jews worldwide.” 

 

Let me unpack this with you.  

 

First, we describe ourselves as a Conservative synagogue. 

 

What does that mean? Well, our name refers not to any political persuasion, but to 

the desire of the movement’s founders to conserve tradition. From the start, 

Conservative Judaism has sought to be both loyal to tradition and open to change -- 

change based on a rigorous examination of Jewish sources and historical 

development.  On the one hand, our movement is more open to modern historical, 

scientific and moral insights than Orthodoxy; on the other hand, we are more loyal 

to traditional practice than Reform and other more liberal movements. 

 

It’s never easy to be a movement in the middle, and now in particular is not an 

easy time for the Conservative movement.  The Conservative movement was 
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strongest during the three or four decades following World War II.  Since then, our 

numbers have been in decline.  There are still many more Conservative Jews than 

Orthodox Jews, but our ages differ dramatically:  the median age of affiliated 

Orthodox Jews is much lower than that of affiliated Conservative Jews (which is 

lower than that of affiliated Reform Jews).  And since the reproductive rate within 

Conservative Judaism is about half that of those  calling themselves Orthodox, our 

demographic decline will continue.   

 

But that’s no reason, of course, to move in a different direction.   

 

I believe in Conservative Judaism. I wouldn’t be here if I didn’t.  There are many, 

many more Chabad Houses than there are Conservative synagogues; that doesn’t 

entice me to turn our shul into a Chabad House. For that matter, there are many 

more churches, and many more mosques than there are synagogues; that’s also no 

reason to think about abandoning our identity. 

 

Being in the middle is not easy, but I wouldn’t want to have it any other way.  Yes, 

at the extremes there’s a certain clarity and simplicity.  In contrast, in the middle 

there’s complexity -- a complexity that, in my view, reflects the complexity of life 

itself.  

 

Here in the middle, we seek to use our minds- and also open up our hearts. 

 

We are open to empirical truths, even while we recognize that there is an 

emotional and spiritual comfort that comes from actions like rituals that don’t 

serve explicitly rational purposes.   

 

Yes, we’re loyal to tradition, yet we have come to recognize that we must be open 

to groups of people not traditionally part of the mainstream of traditional Jewish 

life:  whether because of their gender or sexual orientation, or for other reasons.   

 

Perhaps the greatest strength of our movement is its pluralism.  There’s a great 

deal of heterogeneity in our shul.  We are open to a variety of perspectives, a 

variety of emphases.  Some people are particularly drawn to Jewish history or to 
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Jewish culture or to social action, or to communal worship or to supporting Israel.  

Our community reflects this pluralism.   

  

That, to me, is what it means to be a Conservative congregation.  It offers a range 

of compelling opportunities for religious expression, learning and action.   

 

The next piece of our mission statement says, We encourage our members to 

enrich their Jewish lives, to enhance their Jewish identities, and to engage in 

lifelong learning.   

 

Life-long Learning. That’s at the core of being Jewish. And that’s why, as far as 

learning is concerned,  at the core of our programming is Adult Education, Mercaz 

Aliyah, our religious school, and Gan Aliyah for preschoolers.  

 

Our Mission Statement goes on to say that our programming reflects our 

commitment to Torah and Mitzvot.  

 

We’re here to provide opportunities for Jewish spiritual and ethical engagement.  

I’m grateful to Alan Teperow for coming up with so many ways to engage our 

members, including our now annual Kripalu retreat.  

 

We’re also going to be expanding our Shabbat morning offerings. In addition to 

doubling the number of yoga sessions, we’ll be introducing a monthly Yearners 

Minyan that the Cantor and I will be leading.  These programs, together with Torah 

on Two Feet and our monthly Meditation service and our Kiddush Conversations, 

will help meet a wider variety of needs on Shabbat morning.   

 

Finally, “We support the broader Jewish community, Israel, and Jews 

worldwide.” 

 

This is a tough time to be a part of the Jewish community, and to be supporters of 

Israel.   

 

Tomorrow, May 14th, is the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of the 

State of Israel according to the secular calendar.  It would have been nice if the 
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celebration of this milestone could have been free from politics and free from 

violence -- but unfortunately that isn’t the case. 

 

As I hope we all know -- because we should all be keeping up with the news from 

Israel and the Middle East -- not just one thing, but several things have been 

happening in Israel today: 

 

The U.S. Embassy officially moved from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.  

 

There was violence in Jerusalem and in the West Bank protesting this move. 

 

And there was violence along the border with Gaza. Over 50 people were killed 

and thousands were wounded. 

 

Now, why am I mentioning this? 

 

I’m mentioning this because it’s part of our mission to be alert, to be informed, to 

be involved and engaged in the broader community.   

 

This is not the time to discuss today’s events in detail.  I will do so on a future 

occasion.  But I do want to say that being a Jew in the world today includes taking 

note of what is happening in Israel and taking a constructive role in helping our 

brothers and sisters in Israel.   

 

CONCLUSION 

 

Let me bring us back to what we do here -- or what we try to do here.   

 

I want to tell you about a wonderful occasion that took place here this past Friday.  

I wish all of you could have been there. It was Grandparents and Special Visitors 

Day at Gan Aliyah.  The teachers and the children; Debbi Fendell, our Director of 

Early Childhood Education, and Beth Moskowitz, the Founder of Gan Aliyah, had 

prepared for many, many days.  There were dozens of grandparents in the room.  It 

was very inspiring.  Here were grandparents, some of whom only get to see their 

grandchild or grandchildren once or twice a month, who had made the effort to 
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come to this event from places like New Hampshire and Florida.  I’ll tell you: the 

kids had a great time and their grandparents had an even better time. 

 

This was a powerful reminder to all of us who were present that Judaism is not just 

for us.  It’s something that, deep down inside, we realize that we want to share with 

the next generation.  And the generation after that.  

 

In our tradition, we plant not only for our children but for our children’s children.  

Parents are often too busy to plant. They’re out harvesting and feeding the kids and 

making a living and paying the mortgage. It’s grandparents who generally have the 

time and frankly the financial resources to help out when their children are raising 

children of their own.   

 

My hope is that Temple Aliyah will continue to be a place where children and 

parents and grandparents come to learn, to grow, and to explore Jewish life with 

energy, excitement, enthusiasm and love. 

 

Thank you. 


