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Why Israel Kesher? 
 
A group of concerned Temple Aliyah members established The 
Israel Kesher Committee – meaning Israel Connection - in the 
early 2000s to collect and send funds directly to victims and 
families of victims of the many acts of terror then occurring in the 
Haifa area.  Since then, Kesher has continued to support those 
victims and their families, and also to support the organizations 
that serve them. 
 
Building upon its success, Kesher expanded its mission, 
developing a grass roots program unique to Temple Aliyah that 
collects funds generally for small, often struggling, organizations 
that seek to help those less fortunate in Israel.  Kesher’s mission is 
to give primarily to those for whom a relatively small amount 
“means a lot”, and through this work to help foster a closer 
relationship with members of our congregation and Israel and 
Israelis. Kesher vets all recipients (generally with a site visit) and 
gives money to organizations whose principles are in general 
accord with the values of Temple Aliyah.  Over the years, Temple 
Aliyah has collected and donated over $400,000 to Israeli causes. 
 
Along with our donations, Kesher has developed an extensive 
lecture and educational series focused on keeping our 
congregation up-to-date on the life and times in contemporary 
Israel.   
 
Come to Kesher events. Join the Israel Kesher Committee.  And, 
please make sure to support Kesher’s mission by donating to the 
Kesher Committee. 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Diving Into Contemporary Israel: 

Programs For Learning and Enjoying 
 

Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel (SPNI): Where 
Start-Up Nation Meets the Green Revolution: How Israeli Eco-
Innovation is Advancing Sustainability World-Wide. Sunday, 
October 31 from 10 to 11:30 am.  From state-sponsored aid of 
decades past to the private entrepreneurship of today, Israeli 

eco-innovation has been changing the face of the developing 

world. What are the drivers of innovation in Israel? Jay Shofet, 
Director of Partnerships and Development SPNI, will explain the 
special qualities that have allowed Israel to lead innovation world-
wide in many fields. Learn about advances in both human capital 
and technology toward sustainable development with a triple 
bottom-line: environmental, economic, and social. In solar power, 
agriculture, irrigation, urban nature, water management, birding 
conservation, public transportation apps, and more, Israeli 
innovation is driving the market and changing societies. 
 
Jeremy’s Circle. Sunday, November 21 from 10 to 11:30 am. 
When cancer strikes, it strikes the entire family hard. Jeremy's 
Circle is a supportive community for children and teens coping 
with cancer or cancer loss in their young families. Supporting 
over 700 families nationwide, programs are held throughout 
Israel and include a series of family fun-days and teen-only 
activities during school vacations.  Kesher donates to Ahava 
using funds it collects at the annual Kesher appeal. 
 
Healing Children Through Love:  A Talk By a Dedicated Volunteer 
at The Ahava Village For Children and Youth. Sunday, January 16 
from 10 to 11:30 am.  Learn about The Ahava Village for Children 
and Youth, a residential center providing loving on-site homes for 
children ages 6 to 18 who have been removed from their homes 
due to trauma and dysfunction.  Ahava (meaning “love”) strives to 
provide a home-like environment to its young residents, on-site 
grammar school and afterschool programs, caring surrogate  
 
 
 



 
parents, and often its residents’ first sense of community and 
well-being.  Following a short video clip describing the history of 
Ahava (it was founded in 1922 by Jews in Berlin), Ahava 
volunteer, Raanan Gal, will lead a discussion about the 
organization’s present-day purposes and workings.  Kesher 
donates to Ahava using funds it collects at the annual Kesher 
appeal. 
 
So, What is an FIDF IMPACT! Scholar Anyway? Sunday, March 6 
from 10 to 11:30 am.  Friends of the Israel Defense Force 
Scholarships (FIDF) are given to former combat soldiers from low 
socio-economic backgrounds, enabling them to afford a higher 
education at a university in Israel. This four year scholarship 
covers soldiers’ living expenses while they study, and also gives 
them direct contact with their United States sponsors.  Learn 
about this program from our Temple Aliyah recipient and learn 
about a combat soldier’s experience, required social service, and 
life as a university student in Israel.  Kesher donates to the 
IMPACT! Scholarship program using funds it collects at the annual 
Kesher appeal. 
 
An Orthodox Female F-16 Pilots’ Journey. Sunday, April 10 from 
10 to 11:30 am.  Preview a documentary about Tamar, one of two 
female F-16 Israeli pilots who visited Temple Aliyah seven years 
ago.  Tamar was the first orthodox female to enter the Air Force 
pilot academy.  Tamar died several years ago, having been killed 
by an avalanche in Nepal while on a mission to help others.  After 
the movie’s showing, Tamar’s parents will talk about Tamar and 
her interesting journey.    
 
B’shvil Hamachar:  On the Path to Tomorrow. Sunday, May 22 
from 10 to 11:30 am.  B’shvil Hamachar, meaning “On the Path to 
Tomorrow,” is an Israeli non-profit, volunteer based organization 
that assists veteran IDF combat soldiers cope with difficult 
combat related memories and return to civilian life.  Utilizing 
group outdoor activities, along with proven psychotherapeutic 
tools, B’shvil Hamachar helps former combat soldiers build 
resilience in a supportive group setting. Kesher donates to B’shvil 
Hamachar using funds it collects at the annual Kesher appeal. 
 



 
 
Israeli Movie Nights. Sundays, October 3, December 19, 
February 13, April 24 from 7 to 9 pm. No Hebrew necessary to 
watch contemporary Israeli movies (subtitles provided!).  
Following the screening, join other movie viewers to shmooze 
and discuss themes of the film. Co-sponsored with Staying 
Connected. 
 

Micro-Targeting:  Kesher Appeal 
 
Here is a small sampling of the organizations to whom Kesher has 
contributed in the last several years.  Please let Kesher know of any 
organizations that we should support.  And, make sure to donate to 
help Kesher support these organizations.   

 

Donating to Social Justice Organizations  
 

Ahava Children and Youth Village.  Ahava is a residential program 
for children removed from dysfunctional homes, where children 
live in “family units” with adults who act like “parents”. Kesher 
has donated to their numerous after school programs, and has 
assisted with Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparations through Masorti 
Kehila in Kiryat Bialik. 
 

Erim b’Laila.  Translated as “Awake at Night”, this organization 
serves individuals suffering from post-traumatic stress from war 
and other causes, addressing their medical needs and providing 
emotional support with individual and group sessions and outings 
throughout the year.   
 

Jeremy’s Circle.  Providing support programs to families with a 
member suffering from cancer, Jeremy’s Circle plans outings and 
get-togethers, along with mentoring, for children who are 
learning to cope with cancer in their immediate families.  
 

Jordan River Village.  Based on the model of Paul Newman’s Hole 
in the Wall Camps, JRV enriches the lives of hundreds of children 
suffering from serious illnesses by giving them memorable, 
medically sound, and safe camping experiences at no charge.  
 



 
 
Leket Israel. This unique food recovery program serves as Israel’s 
most prominent food Bank, supplying food to over 195 charitable 
organizations throughout Israel and servicing 175 Israelis.  Leket 
coordinates over 52,000 volunteers who pick produce at 
participating farms, collect surplus food from manufacturers, 
collect hot meals from corporate dining facilities, and distribute  
the food all over Israel. Volunteers also prepare sandwiches for 
school children from low-income homes, deliver food to soup 
kitchens, and assemble monthly food packages to lone soldiers 
(i.e., those with no family in Israel) who are serving in the IDF.  
 
New England Friends of the IDF IMPACT! Scholarship.  Kesher 
has sponsored several Impact Scholars over the years, who are 
former IDF combat soldiers from a low-income family.  These four 
year scholarships help support the Scholars as they attend 
institutions of higher education.  All IMPACT! Scholars keep in 
touch with Temple Aliyah throughout the year outlining their 
family situation, their studies, and where they are volunteering.  
 
Muzot, High School of the Arts. Established in September 2005 in 
Old Jaffa, Tel-Aviv. The school provides a unique learning 
environment for youth at risk. Through its arts-focused 
curriculum, Muzot offers students who have had struggles 
adjusting to other schools the chance to develop their individual 
abilities and gain the confidence they need to flourish. Muzot’s 
safe and supportive environment ensures that each student is 
ready, not only for the matriculation exams, but for a successful 
future beyond the classroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Donating to Masorti Sponsored Social Work 
 
Masorti is Israel’s Branch of the Conservative Movement and, like 
in the United States, each synagogue is responsible for its own 
fundraising. 
 
Masorti Congregation Netzach Israel in Ashkelon.   Kesher 
donated funds to create indoor facilities and special programs for 
children. 
 
Masorti Congregation of Chemdat Yamim in Kiryat Bialik.  Kesher 
donated funds for educating boys and girls from Ahava Children’s 
Village in honor and preparation for their B’nei Mitzvah. 
 
Masorti Congregation of Havurat Tel Aviv.  Kesher donated funds 
to support a small, struggling egalitarian minyan in Tel Aviv. 
 
NOAM.   An acronym for No'ar Masorti, Masorti Youth, Noam is a 
nation-wide Israeli Masorti youth movement that unites 10 to 18 
year old children from the Masorti movement with children from 
Orthodox, Reform, and secular homes. At NOAM's 16 branches, 
some 2,500 young Israelis experience and learn the meaning of 
pluralism and tolerance through a wide array of special 
programming. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Donating and Helping Families  
Who Were Victims of Terror 

 
The Israel Kesher Committee continues to maintain “kesher” 
(connection) with our “adopted” individuals and families who are 
victims of terror, ensuring that they know Temple Aliyah 
continues to care about them. 
 
HAIFA FAMILY WHO LOST A FAMILY MEMBER IN 2003 BUS 
BOMBING.  Maintaining contact with the family of 20 year old 
Meital who was murdered in a Haifa bus bombing in April 2003. 
 
 
 
HAIFA FAMILY WHO LOST TWO FAMILY MEMBERS IN 2002 
RESTAURANT BOMBING .  Maintaining contact with a family 
whose members Shimon (age 53) and Adi (age 17) were 
murdered at the horrific bombing at the Matza Restaurant on 
March 31, 2002.   
 

Planning a Visit to Israel? 
 
Kesher can help you!  Make your trip more meaningful by visiting 
one of the organizations we support.  We can even help you plan 

a volunteer opportunity.  
 

Want to Get Involved? 
 

Join our Kesher committee or contribute!  Give us your thoughts!  
For more information, contact Karen Shapiro at 
karenshapiro50@yahoo.com or Lior Barnoon, at 
lior.barnoon@templealiyah.com. 
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