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A Guide to Writing Your Own Ethical Will

wish the parts to be in the final form. Rearrange the parts until you
arrive at the sequence you desire. Read all the parts through for
coherence, making needed changes or corrections. If you have used
quotations, now is a good time to check their accuracy.

Rewrite or type the entire manuscript. It is recommended that this
be considered a draft of the final document. It is useful to set it aside
for a few days or weeks then re-read and edit it from the perspectives
presented in the next section.

STEP IIT: HOW TO PERSONALIZE AND STRENGTHEN THE LINKS

Special Words

Some words are worth a thousand pictures. Are there such words
and expressions, loaded with special meaning for you and your
family? Your use of these in your ethical will are bound to resonate
for your loved ones. In re-reading your draft, therefore, consider
including some of these to evoke important memories and insights. If
some of these like Bar Mitzva, Seder, Shabbat, Brit, Kiddush,
Confirmation, Israel, are associated with specific events in the life of
the family, perhaps these special events ought to be remembered in
your ethical will.

Favorite Sayings

Are there favorite sayings often used in the family that should be
preserved? One family recalls that their mother used to tell the
children at meal time Est Kinderlach, vet ibr hobn koyach tzum
lernen. (Yiddish for “Eat children, so you can have strength to study
well.”) It is for them a deeply cherished recollection which they have
in turn transmitted to their children.

Anecdotes
Do you have or wish to find a suitable anecdote to help illustrate a
point you have made in the draft of your ethical will? Here is an
example:
A skier, separated from his comrades in a blizzard, became
lost and disoriented. He fought valiantly to stay awake and
moving, against the bitter wind and the blinding snow. But after
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