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Statements in BOLD type should be recited OUT LOUD by everyone. 
 
1.  Kadesh:  Make Kiddush 
 
Pour cups of grape juice for everyone.  Say the blessing: 
 
Barukh atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam, borei pri hagafen. 
(Praised are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the vine.) 
 
Before drinking the grape juice, say why you are drinking it:  “in honor of Pesach.” 
Then drink the first of the four cups. 
 
2.  U’rhatz: Wash your hands 
 
Wash your hands! 
 
3.  Karpas: A spring vegetable 
 
Say the blessing:  Barukh atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam, borei pri ha-adamah. 
(Praised are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,  
Creator of the fruit of the earth.) 
 
Then eat a spring vegetable (parsley, celery, etc.) dipped in salt water.  
 
4.  Yachatz: Break the middle matzah 
 
Break the middle matzah in two.  Put half away as the a-fi-ko-man to eat later. 
 
5.  Maggid:  Tell the story 
 
Lift up the matzah and say:  
 
This is the bread of affliction that our ancestors ate when they left Egypt.  
Let all who are hungry come and eat.  
Let all who are needy come and celebrate Pesach with us. 
This year, we are slaves; next year, may we be free.  
This year, we are here; next year, may we be in the Land of Israel. 
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Ask the four questions: 
 
Why is this night different from all other nights: 

Why do we eat only matzah tonight? 
Why do we eat bitter herbs tonight? 
Why do we dip twice tonight? 
Why do we recline tonight? 

 
Give a general answer to the four questions by answering the following question:  
 
How do the special foods we eat and the special ways that we eat them aid our 
understanding of what it means to have been liberated from slavery? 
 
SAY THE FOLLOWING:  
 
In every generation there are those who seek to destroy us –  
and they are never entirely successful. 
 
Remember the ten plagues that befell the Egyptians during the struggle for liberation. 
Take a drop of grape juice out of your cup as you recite each plague: 
 
Blood, frogs, lice, insects, pestilence,  
boils, hail, locusts, darkness, death of the first-born. 
 
Ask yourself: would it have been enough (for you, for anyone) were liberation to have 
been partial, and not total? Indeed, was it total? Did the Israelites make it to the Promised 
Land?  Did they remain there? 
 
Point to the shankbone (or a picture of the shankbone): 
 
On the night of Passover, why did our ancestors eat a pesach lamb?  
(Pesach, al shum mah?) 
Because “pesach” comes from the word “pasach,” which means to “skip over.”  
During the Exodus, the Egyptians were attacked, but God “skipped over” 
(“pasach”) our homes. 
 
Lift up the matzah: 
 
On the night of Passover, Why do we eat matzah?  
(Matzah, al shum mah?)  
Because matzah is flat bread.  Our ancestors had to leave Egypt in a hurry, and they 
didn’t have time to let the bread rise. 
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Lift up the bitter herbs: 
 
On the night of Passover, Why do we eat bitter herbs?  
(Maror, al shum mah?) 
Because we experienced bitterness when we were slaves in Egypt. 
 
EVERYONE SHOULD THEN SAY THE FOLLOWING: 
 
In every generation – including ours – we have to look at ourselves as if we 
personally were liberated.  When our ancestors were liberated, we were liberated 
too.  Therefore, we must be joyous and grateful – and help others who are not yet 
liberated. 
 
Drink the second cup of grape juice. 
 
6. Rochtzah:  Wash your hands (again) 
 
Wash your hands, and this time, then say a blessing:  
Barukh atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam,  
asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav, v’tzivanu al n’tilat yadayim. 
(Praised are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,  
who has sanctified us with divine commandments and  
commanded us concerning the ritual washing of the hands.) 
 
 
7, 8. Motzi, Matzah: Say the motzi and say the blessing over eating matzah 
 
Pick up two whole matzot and say the ha-motzi:  
Barukh atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam,  
ha-motzi lechem min ha-aretz. 
(Praised are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,  
Who brings forth bread from the earth.) 
 
Then, say the blessing over eating matzah: 
Barukh atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam,  
asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav, v’tzivanu al achilat matzah.  
(Praised are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,  
who has sanctified us with divine commandments and  
commanded us concerning the eating of matzah.) 
 
 
THEN, eat some matzah. 
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9. Maror:  Bitter Herbs 
 
Say the blessing: 
Barukh atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam,  
asher kid’shanu b’mitzvotav, v’tzivanu al achilat maror.  
(Praised are You, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe,  
who has sanctified us with divine commandments and  
commanded us concerning the eating of bitter herbs.) 
 
 
Then, eat some maror. 
 
10.  Korech: The Hillel Sandwich  
 
Put bitter herb and haroseth on matzah and eat a sandwich. 
 
11. Shulchan Orech:  The Meal is Served 
 
Eat a festive meal in honor of Passover.  
 
12. Tsafun:  The hidden (afikoman) 
 
Conclude your meal by eating the afikoman. 
 
13.  Barech: Say the Birkat ha-Mazon 
 
Give thanks for the food you’ve eaten. If you have time, sing at least the first paragraph 
of the Birkat Ha-Mazon: 
 
Barukh atah adonai, eloheinu melekh ha-olam, 
Ha-zan et ha-olam kulo b’tuvo b’chen u’v’chesed u’v’rachamim. 
Hu notein lechem l’khol basar, ki liolam chasdo. 
U’vtuvo ha-gadol tamid lo khasar lanu, v’al yechsar lanu mazon l’olam va-ed. 
Ba’avur sh’mo ha-gadol, ki hu el zan u’m’farnes la-kol. 
U’meitiv la’kol u’meichin mazon l’khol b’riyotav ashar barah. 
Barukh atah adonai ha-zan et ha-kol. 
(Praised are You, O Lord, Who sustains all.) 
 
Drink the third cup of grape juice. 
 
Open the door for Elijah.  
Think about what it feels like to be exposed as a Jew in a non-Jewish environment. 
Sing Eliyahu ha-Navi. 
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14. Hallel: Songs of Praise 
 
Drink the fourth cup of grape juice. 
 
15. Nirtzah: It is acceptable 
 
Conclude the seder by saying together: 
 
Just as we have been privileged to celebrate Pesach together this year,  
so may we be privileged to celebrate it next year. 
 
THEN, EVERYONE SHOULD SAY TOGETHER: 
 
NEXT YEAR, IN JERUSALEM!!! 
 
(Feel free to sing a few songs!) 
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