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A. Topic:  

Political Story of minority activism: Two women (Esther and Rosa)  

(a) develop a new model of women’s leadership within a sexist society  

(b) in order to overthrow a violent racist enemy (Haman and Jim Crow) threatening  

(c) a vulnerable minority people (Jews in exile and Africans in the American South) 

(d) by appealing to and winning over an often indifferent regime of political power 

(Ahashverosh’s Persian Court and American Democratic Presidency, Congress and Court) 

initially allied with the Southern Democratic Party dominated by white racists 

Personal story of women’s liberation: Two women  

(a) abandoning a survivalist strategy of accommodation to the oppressive powers-that-be 

and their stereotypes and thus rejecting a divided self (inner identity/outer role playing); 

(b ) inspired and challenged by crucial mentors (Mordecai and E D Nixon) who help them to 

act a crucial moment of truth and accept their higher calling while risking their lives;  

(c) overcoming inner resistance and adopting a risk-taking strategy of political activism. 

these women demonstrate autonomy as female leaders working in solidarity with their 

peoples to confront their enemies   
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B. Analogous Predicaments for Personal and National Survival  

As a Jew or African in Exile, an orphan from a royal family, a vulnerable young woman in a 

sexually oppressive and exploitive society, as victim of politicized racism  

1.  Women and Jews in Shushan, Persia 

Megillah 1 Trophy Wife  
[On the last day of 187 days of men-only drinking parties], when the king was merry with wine, he ordered 
Queen Vashti brought… to display her beauty, for she was a beautiful. 
But Queen Vashti [who was conducting a women-only party of her own] refused to come at the king’s 
command and he was greatly incensed, and his fury burned within. 
Then King Ahashverosh consulted the sages learned in procedure and in astrology. “If it please Your 
Majesty, let a royal edict be issued that Vashti shall never enter the presence of King Ahasuerus…  that 
wives must give respect to their husbands, whether high or low…. And all husbands shall rule in their 
homes. 

  
Megillah 2  - The Playboy Beauty Contest and the Orphan Rises from Rags to Riches 
[The king’s pageboys advised the bereft king]: Let the king appoint officers in all the provinces gather 
together all the fair young virgins unto Shushan the palace, to the house of the women, and let the 
maiden which pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti…. Esther was brought also unto the king's 
house, to the custody of Hegai, keeper of the women. 
 
Mordecai, a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin [descended from King Saul], had been exiled from Jerusalem by 
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he had brought up Hadassah, that is, the orphan, his cousin] Esther, 
who was a fair and beautiful young woman… 
 
[When collected for the beauty contest to replace Vashti], Esther did not reveal the identity of her people, 
for Mordecai had charged her not to reveal it. Esther found favor in the sight of all who looked upon 
her…. And she was taken [for her one-night stand after 12 months of soaking in perfumes] unto King 
Ahashverosh who fell in love with Esther above all the other women, so that he set the royal crown upon 
her.  
 
Megillah 3 – Haman Manipulates the King: Anti-Semitic Propagandist Par Excellence  
vs First Pubic Disobedience 

The king honored Haman elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other 
nobles, who bowed down and paid honor to Haman. But Mordecai would not kneel down. Haman was 
enraged. 6 Yet, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to destroy all 
Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom. The pur (that is, the lot) was cast in the 
presence of Haman to select an auspicious day and month [to exterminate the Jews —young and old, 
women and children—on a single day]. And the lot fell on [the 13th] of Adar. 

Then Haman said to King Ahashverosh: “There is a certain people dispersed among the peoples in all the 
provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their customs are different from those of all 
other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. If it 
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pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will give ten thousand talents of silver to the 
king’s royal treasury” 
So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman, the Agagite [the former king of 
Amalek], the enemy of the Jews. “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do with the people as 
you please.”  
The couriers went out, spurred on by the king’s command, and the edict was issued in the citadel of 
Shushan. The king and Haman sat down to drink. 

 

Eichmann Drinks to the Planning of Genocide at the Wannsee Conference Jan. 20, 1942 

Reinhard Heydrich, number 2 under Herman Goering in the SS police, was in charge of the final solution of the 
Jews in the Third Reich. His right-hand man Adolf Eichmann worked efficiently in three weeks to gather data on 
the worldwide Jewish population by collecting the statistics of annual Jewish yearbooks. 11,000.000 Jews were 
within the purview of the Nazi Empire. 
  
But Heydrich needed cooperation from the major ministries to divert resources (especially trains) from the Nazi 
military war in Europe to the political war against the Jews. So he called a meeting of key leaders for January 20th 
at a beautiful villa in a posh suburb of Berlin (previously a neighborhood of wealthy Jews). All were invited for 
12:00 although that was just before lunchtime, so that it put pressure on them to finish their meeting quickly 
before going to eat. The whole meeting, lasting only 90 minutes, approved Eichmann’s plan for genocide of 
14,000,000 Jews. After the smooth and successful meeting Heydrich sat down with Eichmann to celebrate over a 
glass of cognac. As it says, ‘The couriers went out posthaste on the royal mission, and the decree was proclaimed 
…And the king and Haman sat down to drink” – Esther 3:15 

 
 

2. Blacks and Women in Montgomery, AL 
 

a. “Back then,” Mrs. Parks recalled, “we didn’t have any civil rights. It was just a matter of survival, of 

existing from one day to the next. I remember going to sleep as a girl hearing the Klan ride at night 

and hearing a lynching and being afraid the house would be burnt down.” Once Parks' grandfather 

stood in front of their house with a shotgun while Ku Klux Klan members marched down the street. 

b. At age 18 Park’s neighbor, a white male, attempted to assault her sexually.  But she successfully 

resisted his assault:  “I was ready to die. But to give my consent? Never, never, never.” “If he 

wanted to kill me and rape a dead body, he was welcome, but he would have to kill me first.” 

c. Rosa Parks recalls: It took a “major mental acrobatic feat” to survive as a black person in the United 
States. It was “not easy to remain rational and normal mentally in such a setting.” Black children 
were “conditioned early to learn their places.” “There is just so much hurt, disappointment and 
oppression one can take…. The line between reason and madness grows thinner.” While I wanted to 
rebel, in the “dark closet of my mind,” I felt “I am nothing. I belong nowhere.” 
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C.  Stirrings of Political Resistance to Systematic Political Anti-Semitism and Racism 

1. Megillah 3:1-2 and 5:9– Mordecai’s Protest 
The king honored Haman elevating him and giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the 

other nobles, who bowed down and paid honor to Haman. But Mordecai would not bow 

down…because he said: “I am a Jew.” … Haman was enraged when he saw Mordecai in the gate 

of the King and Mordecai would not stand up and would not stir before him. 

2. Montgomery’s  NAACP Protests 

NAACP President E.D. Nixon was Mr. Civil Rights in Montgomery.1 In 1932 Rosa married a man who was a charter 

member of the local NAACP and in 1943 at age 30 Parks (whose grandparents had been born as slaves) joined the 

Montgomery chapter of the NAACP where E. D. Nixon mentored her as a political activist:   

Parks recalls: “I worked on numerous cases with the NAACP, but we did not get the publicity. There were cases of 

[lynchings], flogging, peonage, murder, and rape. We didn’t seem to have too many successes. It was more a matter 

of trying to challenge the powers that be, and to let it be known that we did not wish to continue being second-class 

citizens.”  

In 1954 after the Supreme Court decision to desegregate schools, E. D. Nixon planned an act of civil disobedience 

against segregated transportation and sought the ideal candidate to test the municipal bus laws.i In the fall of 1955 

together a young lawyer named Fred Gray and Rosa parks discussed how to train people to commit civil 

disobedience peaceably.  

                                                      
1
 Nixon had said [in jest?], "Women don't need to be nowhere but in the kitchen." When Rosa asked, "Well, what 

about me?", he replied, "I need a secretary and you are a good one." 
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D. Mordecai’s Pitch and Esther’s Calling:  Stepping out of her Submissive 

Female Role and Risking Everything as a Political Leader 

 
1. Megillat Esther 4: Mordecai’s Pitch and Esther’s Resistance     

Protest: When Mordecai learned all that had happened, Mordecai tore his clothes and put 

on sackcloth and ashes. He went through the city, crying out loudly and bitterly, until he came up 

in front of the king’s gate where one could not enter the king’s gate wearing sackcloth…. 

 Denial: The queen was greatly agitated. She sent clothing for Mordecai to wear, so that he 

might take off his sackcloth; but he refused to accept them. …. Mordecai told [her] all that had 

happened to him, and all about the money that Haman had offered to pay into the royal treasury 

for the destruction of the Jews. He also gave her the written text of the law issued in Shushan 

[the capital] for their destruction. … He told her and charged her to go to the king and to appeal 

to him and to plead with him for her people.  

Esther replied: “All the king’s courtiers and the people of the king’s provinces know that if 

any person, man or woman, enters into the king’s presence in the inner court without having 

been summoned, there is but one law for him—that he be put to death. Only if the king extends 

the golden scepter to him may he live. But I have not been summoned to visit the king for the last 

thirty days.” 
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2. An Evangelical Commentary: Becoming an Esther Church by Reverend Robert Stearns2  
 

"Esther’s life and Esther’s example has never been more pertinent or applicable for the people of 
God than it is in this moment in time.”  
 

a. Esther understood what it felt like to be on the outside. Unpopular, unwanted, not accepted.,.. There 
was nothing about her that would say: "Here's someone that would be written into the pages of 
history. Here's someone whose life is going to make a great difference." ... She was an average, 
ordinary, everyday person not dealt a good hand. 
 

b. [Suddenly] Esther is transported into opulence and splendor [of the king’s palace], and this little 
orphan girl so alone and so insecure and her future had been so uncertain,  
now she has everything she could dream for.... She's enjoying the blessings ...of the king. 
 

c. But Mordecai is aware that there is trouble brewing over there in Susa ... that threatens all of the 
Jewish people. Haman has hatched his deadly plot. And over here in Susa, or Gaza, or Tehran. 
Mordecai begins to try and get a message across to Esther: "Esther, there's danger for your people! 
Esther, I need your attention, there's problems here you really need to listen, Esther!"  
 

d. But Esther is here and she's just so happy. She's just so blessed. And she can't hear Mordecai’s 
message. Oh, she hears it; but she doesn't hear it. And she says:  
"Mordecai I really can't get involved ... and I'm sorry for what's happening over there in the Middle 
East... but I'm really doing fine and things are secure, the economy's good, the military is strong and 
I'm protected, and I'm doing well, I just can't get involved."  

 

e. WHY couldn't Esther hear the voice of Mordecai, why do we sometimes not hear the voice of the Holy 
Spirit warning us as we enjoy the blessings of the king? 

 
]There are] two things that block our hearing that blocked Esther’s hearing.  
(1) Esther was distracted.... enjoying all the stuff; enjoying all the blessings.... Esther didn't realize that 
she had been blessed unto a greater purpose.  
 
(2) Second, Esther couldn't hear the message of Mordecai, the message of the Spirit, because of denial. 
Esther simply refused to believe that things could possibly be that bad. She didn't want to have to deal 
with the fact that there was a real threat that was finding her in the palace.... “Mordecai, I am sorry. If 
I get involved my life could be in danger."  
What did Esther not realize? Her life was already in danger.  

                                                      
2
 (Oct. 18, 2009 in Colorado’s Faith Bible Church; regional director of Reverend John Hagee’s Christians United for 

Israel = CUFI; see Robert Stearns, The Cry of Mordecai (Destiny Image, 2009)  
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3. Megillah 4 – Mordecai’s Rhetoric of Persuasion  

                                        
Warning: Mordecai sent this: “Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, will escape by being 

in the king’s palace. 14On the contrary, if you keep silent at his moment, relief and deliverance 

will come to the Jews from another quarter, while you and your father’s house will perish. And 

who knows, perhaps you have attained to royal position for just this moment.”  

The Decision: Then Esther answered: “Go, assemble all the Jews who live in Shushan, and fast 

in my behalf; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens will observe the 

same fast. Then I shall go to the king, though it is contrary to the law; and if I am lost, I shall be 

lost!” 17So Mordecai left and did all just as Esther had commanded him. 

 

4. An Evangelical Commentary: Becoming an Esther Church by Reverend Robert Stearns 

Mordecai sends back this message, as I believe the Mordecai voice of the Holy Spirit is sending to 
us today:  
"Esther, do not think that because you're in the king's house—don't think because you're in 
America—that you alone will escape, for if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance 
will come from another place. But you and your father's family will perish. And who knows, but 
that you, yes Esther, you—poorly educated, unconnected, orphaned, not qualified, average 
ordinary you and me, who somehow say yes to God and God somehow decides to take our yes 
seriously—who knows Esther, but that you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this"? 
 
"Who knows that you have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" Do you see that 
question mark? There's the question mark and then there's the "then." And there's that little 
space in between the question mark and the then. We are seated at this moment in time in that 
little space between God’s question mark to us, and our answer to Him. And Esther finally 
allowed the voice of Mordecai to penetrate her reality and she finally understood that it was not 
all about her; it was about a bigger plan, a bigger purpose, a bigger destiny.  
 
Aren't you glad this morning that we serve a God that says: 'Your past does not equal your 
future." Aren't you glad that we serve a God who says: "My plans for you are greater than the 
plans that others may have over your life." And God had a plan for Esther—she didn't fully 
understand it, she didn't fully see it—you may not fully see the story that God is writing over the 
challenges of your life, but I promise you ... God has a plan, a purpose, a destiny for your life. 
 
 
While God has blessed the American church ... we can get distracted by the stuff. And we can fail 
to realize, that there's a greater purpose that God is writing us into. And we've been blessed, and 
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with blessing comes responsibility—to whom much has been given, much is required. Beloved, 
America does not need another nice, local church. What we need is an embassy for the Kingdom 
of God, to move and advance God’s purposes and God's Kingdom in this hour because we are in a 
moment of extraordinary battle.  Life isn’t always about what you choose; more often than not, 
it’s about what chooses you.”   
 

E.  The Calling of Rosa Parks to Risk Death to Oppose Racism 

1. Rosa Parks’ Path from Seamstress (1955) to Winner of Congressional Gold Medal (1999) 
 

Civil Disobedience 

On December 1, 1955, after a long day's work at a white-owned Montgomery department store, 

where she worked as a seamstress, Parks boarded the bus for home driven by white driver James 

Blake.  

[It wasn’t the first time she’d clashed with driver James Blake. In 1943 Parks stepped onto his 

very crowded bus on a chilly day, paid her fare at the front, but she resisted the driver’s rule that 

after paying in the front black customers must disembark and re-enter through the back door. 

She stood her ground until Blake pulled her coat sleeve in rage. Then Parks left the bus rather 

than give in.  She recalls: “I never wanted to be on that man’s bus again.”] 

In 1955 Rosa took a seat in the first of several rows designated for "colored" passengers at the 

back half of the bus. However, when the bus began to fill up with white passengers standing in 

the aisle, Blake stopped the bus and moved the sign separating the two sections back one row, 

asking four Black passengers sitting there to give up their seats.  Only Parks refused and remained 

seated. The driver demanded, "Why don't you stand up?" to which Parks replied, "I don't think I 

should have to stand up." The driver called the police and had her arrested. 

Rosa explains her refusal: “People always say that I didn’t give up my seat because I was tired, 

but that isn’t true. I was not tired physically, or no more tired than I usually was at the end of a 

working day. I was not old, although some people have an image of me as being old then. I was 

forty-two. No, the only tired I was, was tired of giving in.” “I had been pushed around all my life 

and felt at this moment that I couldn’t take it anymore.”  

[Megillah 3: When Haman appeared all the men of the court bowed down, but Mordecai refused 

to bow. When asked why, Mordecai replied: “I am a Jew.”]  
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2. Rosa’s Mordecai: Becoming a Plaintiff for the Supreme Court and Initiating the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott 

Unlike Esther who was taught by Mordecai to hide her identity, to obey him, to obey the Persian 

administration searching for a new queen, and to stroke the king’s fragile male ego,  

Rosa Park had a long history of standing up to defend herself. At age 10 when threatened by a little white 

boy with his fists, she picked up a brick and made him back down.  

Yet she never planned in advance to break the law on purpose on that day Dec 1, 1955, though she was 

primed for making that fateful decision to engage in civil disobedience. She had obediently sat in the 

Negro section of the bus, but  when the driver demanded she move from the first row in the Negro section 

to a row further back to make room for white passengers, then her moment of truth had come.  

Like Esther who explicitly contemplated and accepted the risk of death when she accepted Mordecai’s 

calling for her (“If I am lost, then I am lost”), Rosa wrote in 1956: 

“I cried bitterly that I would be lynched rather than be run over by them. They could get the rope ready for 

me anytime they wanted to do the lynching. While my neck was spared of lynch rope and my body was 

never riddled by bullets or dragged by an auto, I felt that I was lynched many times in mind and spirit.”  

Like Esther she had faith, as Rosa wrote: “We must have courage – determination - to go on with the task 

of becoming free… We must have faith in God and in ourselves.” Thinking of Rosa, the civil rights activist 

John Lewis recalled: While our parents taught us: “Don’t get into trouble,” Rosa taught us “how to get into 

good trouble, necessary trouble.”  

The head of the NAACP, E.D. Nixon was there when Parks was released on bail later that evening. After 

the conviction, sitting in Parks’ home, Nixon convinced Parks—and her husband and mother—that Parks 

was the ideal plaintiff to make the appeal though there were many personal risks.  Rosa said: “I didn’t 

have any special fear.  It was more of a relief to know that I wasn’t alone.” “The time had just come when I 

had been pushed as far as I could stand to be pushed, I suppose. I had decided that I would have to know, 

once and for all, what rights I had as a human being, and a citizen.” 

Just as Esther asked all the Jews to fast with her, so Nixon and Gray proposed that Rosa’s Negro neighbors 

of Montgomery should boycott the buses on the day of Parks’ trial, Monday, December 5, 1955  

(while hoping and planning for an extended boycott). By midnight, 35,000 flyers were being 

mimeographed to be sent home with black schoolchildren.  

When Parks arrived at the courthouse for trial, she was greeted by a bustling crowd of around 500 local 

supporters, who rooted her on. As expected, in the trial Parks was found guilty of violating a local 

ordinance and was fined $10, as well as a $4 court fee.  

But the biggest event of the day was that the city's buses were, by and large, empty. Some people 

carpooled and others rode in African American-operated cabs and limousines from the black-owned 

funeral parlor, but most of the estimated 40,000 African American commuters living in the city at the time 
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opted to walk to work that day — some as far as 20 miles. Nixon asked the young Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr., new to Montgomery, to lead the Montgomery Bus Boycott which eventually lasted for 381 days.  

Racist Violence 

As with Mordecai’s resistance to Haman, Rosa’s resistance and the bus boycott spurred systematic 

violence. With the boycott's progress came strong resistance. Black churches were burned, and both 

King’s and E.D. Nixon's homes were destroyed by bombings.3 The insurance was canceled for the city taxi 

system used by African Americans. Black citizens were arrested for violating an antiquated law prohibiting 

boycotts. Rosa Parks lost her department store job and her husband was fired after his boss forbade him 

to talk about his wife or their legal case. Indeed, Rosa Parks was red-baited and received death threats and 

hate mail for years. 

Victory 

A year later on November 13, 1956 the US Supreme Court confirmed a lower US court decision that ruled 

bus segregation unconstitutional. With the transit company and downtown businesses suffering financial 

loss and the legal system ruling against them, the city of Montgomery had no choice but to lift its 

enforcement of segregation on public buses. The boycott officially ended on December 20, 1956 and the 

next day Parks boarded one of the newly integrated buses to pose for press photographs and that bus 

happened to be driven by the original driver James Blake. 

At a later rally at New York City's Madison Square Garden, E D Nixon talked about the symbolism of the 

boycott: “I'm from Montgomery, Alabama, a city that's known as the Cradle of the Confederacy, that had 

stood still for more than ninety-three years until Rosa L. Parks was arrested and thrown in jail like a 

common criminal.... Fifty thousand people rose up and caught hold of the Cradle of the Confederacy and 

began to rock it till the Jim Crow rockers began to reel and the segregated slats began to fall out.” 

When Rosa passed away on December 1, 2005, transit authorities in New York City, Washington, D.C. and 

other American cities symbolically left the seats behind bus drivers empty to commemorate Parks’ act of 

civil disobedience. That original bus, painstakingly restored, is now parked inside Henry Ford Museum, and 

open to everyone. 

                                                      
3
 Of Mrs. E.D. Nixon, her husband said thatwhen their home was bombed during the boycott, he said, her response 

was: “We’re not going to let that scare us. We can’t quit.” On an earlier occasion when his life was threatened by 

racists and he suggested she go out of town, she replied: “I’m not going anywhere, I don’t believe they’re coming, 

but they may. I’d rather be the widow of a man that had the courage to fight than be the wife of a coward.” 
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F. Conclusions 
 
#1- Existential Choices in a World of Uncertainty: Historian Eric Voegelin: The Wager:  
 
Man is an actor playing a part in the drama of being… without knowing what it is. It must be played in 
uncertainty of its meaning, as an adventure of decision on the edge of freedom and necessity. But even 
worse, the actor does not know with certainty who he is himself. 
 
#2 Accepting the Mission and Becoming God’s Messenger (Shaliakh)  
 
Rav Joseph B. Soloveitchik’s Theory of the Shaliakh, the Messenger:  
The human being is always an angel, a ‘messenger.’ History, Judaism says, cannot move or progress without 
the individual…. Not the collective, but the individual, seizes the initiative. The obligation on [each] person is 
to personally accept a mission [shlikhut] from the Creator… Providence knows when and how the individual 
(with all the limitations and personal capacities incorporated in him) can fulfill his mission. 
 
#3  Healing the Divided Self: Coming Out with Integrity 
 
Educator Parker Palmer: Rosa Parks, “Divided No More!   
Rosa Parks decided that she could no longer act as if she were less than a full human being, the way 
institutional racism had defined her. She decided that she must act instead on her heart's knowledge of her 
own humanity. She decided to live “divided no more."  
 
Rabbi Steve Greenberg:  Unmasking the Purim Characters:  
Purim is about concealment. More specifically, it is about movement from the covert to the overt. The major 
characters are all Marranos disguised in costume. At the perfect moment, Esther reveals herself as a Jew and 
saves the Jewish people. … There seems to be a redemptive quality in self-expression.  
 
#4 The Role of Mentors and Women’s Adaptive Leadership   

 
Bible Scholar Michael Fox: Esther the Unlikely Heroine:  
The scroll bears Esther's name for she is central… Esther alone undergoes growth and surprises the reader by 
unpredictable developments…  
She develops in three stages, from passivity to activity to authority." First, she is "taken." Her docility reflects 
gender and position, not individual choice or personality. "Esther is putty – not because of any personality 
flaw, but because of age and situation." Second, she begins to act after Mordechai convinces her. Then she 
becomes an authority figure to whom the king comes to ask her for her orders. Vashti maintains her integrity 
by refusing to be shown off and to obey the king's orders, but Esther achieves real authority and gives the 
orders to [Mordecai and then to] the king, even when wrapped in ritualized deference. Without the benefit of 
the Spirit of the Lord, she becomes a leader as a result of a difficult process of inner development and self-
realization. The Scroll affirms the potential of human character to rise to the needs of the hour whatever 
means or devices the situation demands.  
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i
 In the youth group Rosa ran for the NAACP, one of her students violated the bus segregation law and was arrested 9 

months before she was, but 15-year-old student Claudette Colvin became an unwed mother. 


