
Dear Friends, 
 
Most religious institutions, communities or countries have sacred places — places where people 
generally behave differently, places where we move somewhat more reverently, where we 
speak more quietly than we might otherwise. 
 
We live — thank God — in a nation that provides for the free expression of religion - a pluralist 
nation. We are grateful that we do, for our nation does not favor any religion over any other, and 
it guarantees the free expression of any and all faiths, and of none.  
 
It may seem odd to describe it this way, but our secular nation also has its “sacred” places 
where we, ideally, behave differently than we would otherwise. These are places where we 
access the common American values we strive for: truth, justice, freedom, equality, and human 
dignity.  
 
It may sound absurd or ridiculous to describe buildings like the U.S. Capitol or the Supreme 
Court or the White House in Washington D.C. as sacred buildings in a sacred city.  
 
And yet … those governmental buildings in Washington represent the values that inform and 
govern our form of government, democracy, which is truly wondrous to behold.  Within our 
Clergy Association, notwithstanding the many doctrinal differences among us, we agree 
regarding the importance of truth, justice, freedom, equality and human dignity. We see the 
American experiment in democracy as an effort to bring these values to fruition and we are 
united in respect and reverence before the symbols of that striving.  
 
This past Wednesday, a mob attempted to subvert our democracy by attacking the Capitol 
Building and members of Congress. Five lives were lost. Fellow Americans were terrorized. 
Property was destroyed. All of that is grievous. Our hearts go out to those who were harmed 
and to the families of those who died as a result of this attack. 
 
But something else took place on Wednesday: One of our nation’s most sacred places was 
desecrated. That renders what happened on Wednesday as an attack on all of us. All of us 
have therefore experienced a loss, for this attack has challenged the social compact that binds 
us together, that sustains our identity as Americans.  
 
We affirm the values of democracy. We affirm the values that underlie our nation’s Constitution. 
We affirm the need for collective soul-searching in the wake of this desecration. We pledge 
ourselves to continue to promote the importance of democracy in our faith communities and to 
insist on a peaceful transition of power whenever a free and fair election has taken place — as 
occurred this past November. God bless the United States of America.  
 
 
Needham Interfaith Clergy Association 
 



 


