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The Temple Israel of Albany Jewish Learning Center (JLC) 
is the manifestation of Beit Ha-midrash (House of Study). 
The goal of the JLC is to instill Jewish values and learning 
through cutting edge Judaic educational coursework that 
enhances the Jewish experience in the Capital Region. The 
JLC strives to strengthen the Jewish community by engaging 
all generations and facilitating  interactions between them, to 
fulfill the ultimate mitzvah of learning. Our overarching goal 
is to maximize and transform your Jewish experience by 
reinforcing the reality of the Jewish people as an extended 
family of learners.

The JLC particularly prides itself on the diversity of subjects 
within the curriculum, guaranteed to meet your and your 
loved one’s interests!
    
We look forward to seeing you in our classrooms soon!

OUR MISSION
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The Jewish people are known as the “people of the book.”   
We love to learn and argue, discuss and explore. In fact, 
many of our jokes celebrate this. (When two Jews get 
together…) Here, at Temple Israel, there are many ways to 
enrich your understanding of our religion, our history, and 
our lives in contemporary times. Add enjoyment to your 
spring with new ideas!

Many thanks go to the Adult Education committee members 
for their efforts with the spring programming. Abraham Anolik, 
Victor Asal,  Daniel Grossberg, Rabbi Eligberg, Steve Huz, 
and Sandy Schuman. Federica Francesconi, PhD, Director 
of the Program and Assistant Professor of History at SUNY 
Albany, supports us with her expertise.  Finally, I would be 
remiss not to mention our hardworking synagogue help 
from Rachael Schertzer, Jenn Trippany, Jody Shlomo and 
Deb Lambert.

B’shalom,

Gail Sacco
Chair, Adult Education Committee

INTRODUCTION
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SPRING
COURSES
Mondays 
March 2 through April 6
No Class March 9
7:30 PM - 8:45 PM
Temple Israel 
Kahn Meeting Room

Z’mirot Singing Party with Cantor Marx
Cantor Rogerio Marx  
Music has played an important part of Jewish life since the 
Temple in Jerusalem and remains integral to religious and cultural 
experiences. Z’mirot reflect the influence of the culture and society 
in which the Jews lived. You are invited to sing along with our musical 
traditions for the special times in the Jewish calendar as well as 
outstanding secular music.
No tuition required. 
  1.  Purim Songs and Tropes                                               March 2
  2.  Shabbat – Kabbalat Shabbat and Z’mirot             March 16
  3.  Shabbat – Kabbalat Shabbat and Z’mirot             March 23
  4.  Naomi Shemer and more                                             March 30
  5.  Pesach Haggadah                                                            April 6

Wednesday
March 4
7:00 PM
Temple Israel
Kahn Meeting Room

Jews with Tattoos
KB Goodkin 
From the Hillel News & Views Blog, October 4, 2018:
Kyle Frank faces a dilemma: To get inked or not to get inked?
The 21-year-old wants the Hebrew word Hineni (“Here I am”) tattooed 
on his bicep, but believes his Judaism forbids it. His parents are dead 
set against it. But the tattoo he’s yearning to get would be an expression 
of his Judaism, he said. He wants to showcase his pride, not fly in 
the face of his tradition.

Come discuss the phenomenon of Jews identifying Jewishly through 
tattooing. We will examine halacha/laws, the Holocaust, pop culture, 
and body art! Join TI Young Couples, NextDor, and the general Temple 
Israel community for drinks, nosh, and controversial conversation. 
Many thanks to the Jewish Federation of Northeast NY for co-sponsoring 
this program. No tuition required.
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Thursdays 
March 5 - April 12
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Temple Israel 
Kahn Meeting Room

Sex  in Jewish Text
Dr. Brianna “Bree”  Becker 
Jewish texts have much to say about sex and sexuality, some of it 
in plain sight and some of it hidden. Using a range of Jewish texts, 
we will explore a selection of covert and overt approaches to and 
stories of sex and sexuality. By both diving into the text and connecting 
it to our Jewish past, present, and future, this course offers an 
opportunity to see different Jewish perspectives on sex, sexuality, 
and how they play out in our text, tradition, and experiences. This 
class is for those who enjoy the reverent and the raunchy. 
Tuition: $18 TI members, $36 non-members.

Thursday 
April 30
7:30 PM - 9:00 PM
Temple Israel 

Jewish Triv ia Night 
Join us on Thursday, April 30th for a Jewish Trivia Night! We will 
ask a variety of questions on Jewish history, bible, sports, and politics. 
If you know the answers, you are brilliant and if not, then you will 
learn a few new things. Bring the family or friends and put your 
brains together or play solo! There will be prizes for the winning 
team or individual! Snacks and Mocktails will be available. 
$5 donation for members of Albany synagogues, $8 donation for 
non-members. 
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SPRING
COURSES
Tuesdays 
May 5 - June 9
7:30 PM - 9:15 PM
Temple Israel
Kahn Meeting Room

The Archaeology and History of Ancient Israel
What Do We Know,  and How Do We Know it?
Mr. Steven Stark-Riemer 
I was five when I first saw Charlton Heston as Moses in “The 
Ten Commandments.”  To say I was greatly impressed is to 
say nearly nothing.  But one thing in particular stood out for 
me, and that was the actual writing on the two tablets of 
stone. It just didn’t look like any language I had ever seen. 

Biblical archaeology investigates the flesh-and-blood world in 
which Ancient Israelites lived along with their Canaanite, Egyptian, 
Moabite, Philistine, and many other neighbors. This course follows 
the guiding theme of ‘what do we know and how do we know it. 
Is a story true or not?  If these questions fire your imagination as 
they have mine for so long, I invite you to join me for my 6-session 
course “The Archaeology and History of Ancient Israel.”  Together 
we may find some answers!
Tuition: $18 TI members, $36 non-members.

Bring an English Prayer or Poem to Shabbat
Do you have an English prayer that speaks to you? Or have you written a piece that is spiritual, offers 
food for thought or reflects a personal occasion? We are happy to have you share it during Shabbat 
services with our congregation. Readings must be approved by Rabbi Eligberg. Please contact him or 
Barbara Wachs (518-438-4726) for more information as well as advice.
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Jews in the World of Islam
Professor: Lucia Finotto 
This course is an overview of Jewish life in the Islamic World from 
the first encounter between Muhammad and the Jews of Medina to 
modern times. It explores and contextualizes Jewish culture within 
the framework of Islamic history and traditions. Topics include: the 
legal status and experience of Jews under Islam, the development 
of new Jewish identities in the Islamic world, international trade 
and scholarship, Jewish culture in Islamic Spain and the intellectual 
transformation of Judaism in the Ottoman empire. Students will be 
exposed to a variety of primary and secondary sources, including 
the unique documents of the Cairo Geniza.
Tuition: $18 TI members, $36 non-members.

Wednesdays 
May 6 - June 10
7:30 PM - 8:45 PM
Temple Israel
Kahn Meeting Room

SPRING
COURSES

Looking For a Good Read??
Our Temple Israel book club, which meets every six weeks on a Tuesday evening in our synagogue library, 
has begun its third successful year. This is a group that loves to read and equally loves to discuss 
What we have read. We read both fiction and non-fiction.

If you love to read, join us for an evening and see if our group might be the one you have been looking 
for! Call Judy Arian-Eson at 518-438-3265 for more information.

The Temple Israel Book Club recommends My Promised Land by Ari Shavit, Far to Go by
Allison Pick, Kaddish.Com by Nathan Englander, and The Family Orchard, by Nomi Eve.
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MOVIES IN THE LIBRARY 

Bilox i Blues 
(PG-13,1988) with Mathew Broderick and Christopher Walken
Neil Simon wrote the screenplay and Mike Nichols directed this 
story about young Eugene Morris Jerome. Jerome (Matthew 
Broderick) enlists in the U.S. Army at the end of World War II and 
is shipped from his Brooklyn home to Biloxi, Mississippi, where he 
expects it to be dolls, donuts, and USO dances. Instead, Eugene 
encounters a manic drill instructor (Christopher Walken) and a 
platoon of often hostile recruits.

Keeping up With the Steins 
(PG, 2006) with Jeremy Piven, Jami Gertz, and Daryl Sabara (“Juni”  
from Spy Kids)
In toney Brentwood, Benjamin Fiedler (Daryl Sabara) has a lot to 
be nervous about; his bar mitzvah is fast approaching, and his parents
(Jami Gertz and Jeremy Piven) are caught up in plans to make his 
party even more lavish than the one the Steins threw for their son. 
While his family argues over whether to invite an estranged grandfather 
(Garry Marshall), Ben solves the problem by arranging for Grandpa 
to arrive two weeks early. Thanks in part to grandpa - and to the 
immediate family’s love - Benjamin may have a shot at figuring out 
what it means to be a man.

Sunday,  March 1
10:00 AM
Temple Israel Library

Sunday
March 22
10:00 AM
Temple Israel Library

Growing up Jewish in America  
What does a movie about a woman looking for love in NYC, a young man in an army training 
program, and a boy becoming a bar mitzvah have in common? Join us on Sunday mornings 
March 1 and March 22 at 10 am and watch an iconic pop-culture movie about Jewish growing 
pains in America. These free movies will end by noon and refreshments will be served.
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YEAR ROUND
COURSES

Tuesdays 
(Year round with the 
exception of holidays)
10:30 AM - 12:00 Noon
Temple Israel Library

Talk ing Torah
Rabbi David Eligberg 
Join Rabbi Eligberg for a tasting of text from the Torah to the Talmud. 
The class will be an overview of different styles of Jewish literature 
through the ages built around the weekly Torah portion. 

Shabbat Shmooze 
Rabbi David Eligberg 
Rabbi Eligberg confronts contemporary issues, hot topics, and 
subjects that capture his imagination. This spring he will be inviting 
some speakers to add to the discussions. The learning, sharing, and 
conversation take place following Kiddush on Shabbat morning.  
Rabbi Eligberg is happy to consider your suggestions for topics 
and speakers.

Chanting Torah
Cantor Rogerio Marx
Our Cantor is available to teach you Torah trope at your convenience.

 This is an opportunity to understand a small piece of our weekly 
parsha in original form and to read it in the same way it was read 
thousands of years ago. You can learn to read a biblical language! 
Reading torah is also a mitzvah. 

Tutoring is available to anyone of bar/bat mitzvah age and older so 
if you are interested contact Cantor Marx to arrange a time.

Saturdays 
Shabbat after kiddush
February 15, March 21, April 18, 
May 16, June 20
Temple Israel Founder’s Hall



Rabbi Eligberg, who was born and raised in Montreal, Quebec, was 
ordained in 1985 by the Jewish Theological Seminary. Rabbi Eligberg holds 
a B.A. in Political Science from Columbia University, a B.A. in Talmud 
from The Seminary College of Jewish Studies, an M.A. in Jewish Studies 
from the Jewish Theological Seminary and a Doctor of Hebrew Letters 
Honorus Causa from the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

Since arriving at Temple Israel Rabbi Eligberg has been a teacher, guide, 
and role model for all who wish to explore meaningful lives according to 
Jewish tradition. He has opened his home to his congregants and enriched 
the  congregation’s celebration of holidays through creative programs, 
multimedia presentations, storytelling, theatre arts, and puppetry. 

Rabbi Eligberg is the author of several Halachic (Jewish law) articles, 
crafted a restructured version of the Musaf service for Rosh Hashanah 
and reviewed segments of the French translation of the Masorti Siddur. 
Currently, Rabbi Eligberg is working on a children’s book about Jewish 
mitzvah heroes and a Yamim Noraim guidebook for adults.

FACULTY  SPRING • 2020

Rabbi Dav id Eligberg

Cantor Rogerio Marx

Hazzan Marx  is a 1995 graduate of the School of Sacred Music of the Hebrew 
Union College. Originally from Sao Paulo, Brazil, Hazzan Marx has spent 
the last 16 years between Jerusalem, New York and Texas. Hazzan Marx 
received a Master of Arts in Judaic Studies from the HUC in 1997; and 
also received an Engineering degree in Sao Paulo, Brazil, and upon 
graduation studied at the Weizmann Institute of Science in Rehovot, 
Israel. He is a member of the Cantors Assembly, American Conference 
of Cantors and the Arza/World Union Cantorial Cabinet. 

Dr.  Brianna “ Bree”  Becker

Dr.  Bree Becker  is a recent transplant to the Capital District. Prior to 
moving to Troy, she directed the Hillel at Ohio University. Bree holds 
a BA in Jewish Studies with a minor in Holocaust Studies from Scripps 
College as well as an MA in Student Affairs Administration and a PhD in 
Higher, Adult, and Lifelong Education, both from Michigan State University. 
Her research explores the college experiences of Jewish and Muslim 
undergraduates, LGBTQ students, and other marginalized populations in 
education. Bree brings an extensive background in both Jewish communal 
work and higher education and a critical lens to her teaching and scholarship.



Dr.  Lucia Finotto

KB Goodkin

Mr.  Steven Stark-Riemer

Steven Stark-Riemer , an attorney by profession, graduated magna cum 
laude from the City College of New York in 1972, where he studied 
Anthropology, specializing in Archaeology. He participated in fieldwork 
at the Tell Gezer excavations in Israel under the direction of William G. 
Dever, today’s preeminent American biblical archaeologist. Following 
graduation, he was accepted into the doctoral program in Anthropology 
at UCLA. Though he did not formally pursue this line of study, his interest 
in the archaeology, history, and religion of the biblical world continues. He 
is well-read in these fields, and in biblical studies, Since 2007, Mr. Stark-
Riemer has taught courses on Ancient Israel at area synagogues and 
lifelong learning programs.

KB Goodkin is the Director of Community Engagement and Advancement 
at the Jewish Federation of Northeastern New York. Over her 9 years 
there, she re-branded NENY’s young leadership department, instituted 
new methods for engagement to partnerships within community agencies, 
and is widely seen as an expert in engagement methodology.

KB’s personal mission is to provide tools and education for folks to empower  
themselves within their Jewish experiences and take ownership of their
communities. She works to create a pluralistic environment which cultivates 
Jewish identity among its members in a meaningful and personal way.

Prior to her move to Northeastern New York, KB worked as an award 
winning Hillel Director and Adult Education Coordinator in Richmond VA 
and Jewish Family Educator in Detroit. In her spare time, she is a doula, 
amateur foodie, and very famous shower singer. Most importantly, KB is 
the mommy of three hooligans and wife of the Most Patient Man in the World.

Lucia Finotto is visiting instructor in Jewish History at the University at 
Albany for the Spring of 2020. She received her Ph.D. in Near Eastern and 
Judaic Studies from Brandeis University in 2016. Her research and publications 
concentrate on Medieval Sephardic Judaism and Medieval Islam with a 
focus on the Jews of the medieval kingdom of Sicily. Her monograph in 
progress is tentatively titled “Translating Islamic Sciences in Medieval 
Sicily: Jews, Monarchs and Mediterranean Intellectual Networks”. She 
has been working as a professional translator for many years and most 
recently finished translating into Italian Gli Ebrei di Libia: identitá e memoria, 
translation from English of Jacques Roumani, Jewish Lybia: Memory 
and Identity in Text and Image, Syracuse University Press, 2018. Italian 
edition, Salomone Belforte, Livorno (forthcoming, Spring 2020)
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March 1 through June 20  
Classes include:
•  Jews with Tattoos • March 4
   KB Goodkin

•  Sex  in Jewish Text •  Starts March 5
   Dr. Brianna “Bree”  Becker

•  Jewish Triv ia Night •  Thursday, April 30
   Join us!

•  The Archaeology and History of Ancient Israel
What Do We Know,  and How Do We Know it? •  Starts May 5
  Mr. Steven Stark-Riemer 

•  Jews in the World of Islam •  Starts May 6
   Professor Lucia Finotto  

Look inside for other offerings!Look inside for other offerings!

Register online:
at https://tialbany.org/jewish-learning-center
or by calling the Temple Israel Office:
518-438-7858 ext. 112

Tuition for the scholar led courses is $18 for TI members 
and $36 for non-members.

SPRING
COURSES 2020


