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AEN:  

an independently-branded educational nonprofit

 Support a welcoming, non-hostile learning environment for Jewish 
students, and all students

 Contribute to literacy on the Jewish experience, Jewish identity, 
and Israel and the Middle East by educating and providing 
resources to faculty members

 Promote academic freedom, open inquiry & free expression

 Respond to & combat antisemitism by providing guidance on best 
practices to administrators and faculty members

https://academicengagement.org/



AEN in California

 Nearly 120 faculty members 

 AEN financially supports UC-Berkeley’s 
Antisemitism Education Initiative  

 AEN is working with AJC and other 
partners to ensure that the new CSU 
ethnic studies graduation requirement 
does not negatively impact Jewish & 
Pro-Israel students

 AEN is collaborating with Hillel to provide 
antisemitism awareness training and 
educational programming at San 
Francisco State University  





Trends on Campus

 There’s a more pernicious form of 

anti-Israel activism on campuses 

today: a “cancellation” discourse 

toward Israel and its supporters 



A new set of 

realities on 
campus  “I use the term, however reluctantly, 

because it captures what I am 

seeing today. Most Jewish students 

on American campuses…are not 

abandoning their Jewish identity; 

they are hiding it. They have 

become Marranos.”



“It does not matter how 
progressive you are, how 
vegan, or how gay, how much 
you want universal health care 
and pre-K and to end the drug 
war. To believe in the justness of 
the existence of the Jewish 
state—to believe in Jewish 
particularism at all—is to make 
yourself an enemy of this 
movement” ~~ Tablet, 10.14.20  



 There are over 4,000 

campuses in the US—only 

a few hundred are 

impacted by BDS and 

anti-Israel hostility. 



A surge of antisemitic incidents 

 Hillel recently reported 

that on the 550 colleges 

and universities that it 

serves, antisemitism has 

been at an all time 

high—with nearly 200 

incidents during 2019-

2020. 

University of California 





 Far-left antisemitism manifests as 

self-defining anti-racists, often 

from minority communities 

themselves, expressing a 

dogmatic anti-Israelism. Like 

antisemitism on the right, it also 

puts Jews at the center of what is 

wrong with society, the state, and 

the world.



Defining 

antisemitism
 Defining antisemitism isn’t easy but we 

can delineate some specific features and 

manifestations. 

 Antisemitism is different than other types 

of hatred.

 Antisemitism is a kind of superstition—a 

conspiracy theory in which Jews play the 

starring role.

 Jews are depicted as degenerates, but 

also as a sinister collective obstructing the 

“natural order of things.”



 The “new antisemitism”: 
Israel stands accused 
of cardinal sins against 
human rights and 
social justice, including 
apartheid and 
genocide.



Criticism of Israel morphs into 

antisemitism when it projects the 

negative stereotype of the Jew 

(sinister, clannish, disloyal, traitorous, 

rootless, cunning, money-grubbing, 

and power-grabbing) onto Israel, 

which just happens to be the world’s 

only Jewish-majority state. 



Challenge #1: COVID-19

 Will we be told that antisemitism 

needs to take a back seat due to 

other pressing campus needs? 



We very quickly 

started to see social 

media posts equating 

Jews with Covid-19, 

reminiscent of age-

old blood libels 

casting Jews as 

disease-spreaders 



 “[It was] gross 
antisemitism…[a] false 
story of Israeli medical 
malpractice which is 
supposed to prove the 
innate moral rot of the 
Jewish state”

~~Shany Mor (IDI & 
Bard College)





Challenge #2: 

Strengthening Black-Jewish solidarity

How do we advance Black-

Jewish allyship on campus 

while ensuring that black 

lives matter is a welcoming 

place for Jewish and Zionist 

students? 









“The IDF trains the police 

departments in America to 

kill black people”

University of California-

Berkeley student





Solutions: 

Ensuring 

Student Rights



Palestinian Academic & Cultural 

Boycott of Israel (PACBI)

 Faculty signatories to the 
academic boycott of 
Israel are urged to carry 
out a number of 
actions on their own 
campuses in the US:

 Work to close down study 
abroad programs in Israel 

 Persuade colleagues to end 
all inter-university research & 
teaching collaborations

 Refuse to co-sponsor, 
endorse, or attend 
academic programs & 
projects that promote Israeli-
Palestinian “reconciliation” & 
“co-existence”



December 2019 Executive Order on 

Combating Antisemitism 

 The EO puts universities on notice 

that they cannot dismiss or 

tolerate discriminatory conduct 

against Jewish students, or ignore 

systematic harassment of Jewish 

students, simply by labeling the 

attacks a criticism of Israel. 



Training Administrators 

 Diversity officials need help in 

better identifying and responding 

to situations where a critique of 

Israel or Zionism becomes an 

intolerable form of antisemitism





“Zionism is an 
inherently violent, 
racist philosophy 
that should not be 
allowed in our leftist 
organizing spaces.” 

~~ JVP chapter, 
George Washington 
University, 2019



“Even anti-Israel faculty 

who make wild accusations 

about Israel can get their 

work published—they even 

get rewarded with 

promotions, get tenure, and 

win awards from 

professional academic 
associations” 



Prof. Jasbir Puar (Rutgers University)

 It is simply inconceivable that a 

book with wild accusations and 

antisemitic delusions that Israel 

intentionally stunts the growth of 

Palestinian children gets 

published by a respected 

university press and that its author 

gets promoted and wins awards 

for it.







Administrators & Faculty 

Speaking Up and Speaking Out

Mount Holyoke USC





A Final Word on the Abraham Accords 



THANK YOU!

 https://academicengagement.org/


