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The Significance of Milestones
JACQUELINE MATES-MUCHIN, SENIOR RABBI

The Book of Deuteronomy, which we will begin to read 
toward the end of July, is a milestone moment for 

the burgeoning Israelite people. They’ve wandered in the 
wilderness for the past four decades, counting down to this 
moment when they will stand at the edge of the Jordan and 
prepare to cross into a new land. I imagine that arriving at this 
milestone got them reminiscing and reflecting on their time in 
the wilderness. What were those last few days like? Did they 

toast to the last manna that they would ever eat? What items did they leave behind, 
thinking they would never use them again? Were they anxious about the road ahead, 
or relieved to finally be getting there?

Moses tries to help the people, too, by reviewing what happened to the Israelites 
even before all that transpired in the wilderness. He takes a step back from their lived 
experience to put them into the greater story of the Israelites’ journey from the very 
beginning. He wanted them to see beyond themselves to understand how they fit into 
the larger continuum of their people.

That’s what makes milestones so significant. They urge us to pause and think about 
the path we’ve traveled, the choices we made, the challenges we faced, and those 
who journeyed with us. They help us to see this moment as a part of the greater story 
of our lives. That’s why we tell the story of the wedding day on anniversaries and 
make a point of sharing anecdotes about people on their birthdays. That’s why some 
people experience a reckoning as they get to a milestone in their life, as they pause 
and reflect on whether the path they are on is the one they want. That review of the 
past helps us to appreciate what this moment means to the whole of our lives. In this 
way, milestones are spiritual moments. Moments when we recognize how we fit into a 
bigger reality.

We feel connected to other people, to other stories, and often, to the world beyond 
ourselves. Celebrating my 18th year at Temple Sinai has given me a lot of reason to 
reflect and be grateful. I can get caught up in the logistical minutiae of the day-to-day 
workings of the synagogue as an organization, so I appreciate the impetus to think 
back on these last eighteen years and be thankful for the many, many meaningful 
moments we have shared together. The child of the first baby naming I did here is 
about to go to college. Last year, we celebrated the Bat Mitzvah of a child whose 
parents I married. We’ve shared difficult moments of saying goodbye to loved ones, 
known and loved by individuals and by the community at large. I was even once 
introduced as someone’s childhood rabbi! It’s been a powerful journey, and such a 
privilege to serve this community.

And, these rituals and traditions that we have shared have been experienced by those 
who have followed Jewish tradition for thousands of years. Our time is a part of a 
much larger journey of the Jewish people through time and space. We are connected 
to all those who ever were and those who will be. These moments are made spiritual, 
sacred, through the reflection of what has transpired and how it all fits in to a much 
bigger reality. As this holy time lives in my memory, I hope that I take the recollection 
of the experience into my daily life on a more regular basis. And I hope for you all that 
you can take the significance of your memories into your routines as well. Through 
that process, may we deepen our sense of connection to our past, to our people, and 
to the world around us. And, may we celebrate many, many more milestones together.
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Marking Milestone Moments
ILENE KEYS, CANTOR

There is a tradition at Temple Sinai 
to gather the Bar/Bat/B’nei Mitzvah 

family together in Stern Hall before the 
Shabbat morning service and offer a 
Shehecheyanu blessing. This blessing 
offers thanks for this special moment 
and gratitude for enabling us to reach 
this day. We usually introduce the 

blessing saying, “Judaism asks that we stop to recognize and 
appreciate these milestone moments in our lives.” Indeed, I 
like to call these times “Shehecheyanu moments.”

Granted, many of these occasions are transitional moments 
and take place whether we bless them or not. In other words, 
just by turning thirteen, one becomes a Bar/Bat/B’nei Mitzvah 
even without the ceremony. And one does not need to say the 
blessing for this moment to occur. However, by reciting the 
blessing, we acknowledge the passage of time and elevate 
the moment to one of sanctity. By calling something by its 
name and demarcating the point in time, we raise its level of 
holiness. 

And it is not just the person that is going through the 
transformation that is forever changed in this moment, but 
all who are present. When we recite a blessing, we are all 
witnesses to the creation of holy space and time. All those 
in attendance hold that moment up, suspend it in time, 
and create a transformative milestone. Blessings create 
memorable moments. Blessings hold power.

It is no wonder then that the Talmud states we should recite 
100 blessings every day. According to the Midrash, the day 
is like a large balloon. A person whose lungs are strong can 
easily blow it up and fill it completely. A person whose lungs 
are weak, who does not want to fill the balloon, will allow the 
balloon to remain small and empty. The same is true with the 
day. The one who does not wish to fill the day will, in effect, 
constrict and shorten it. However, a person who wants to fill 
the day with good, will expand the day and cause it to be very 
precious. By filling the day with blessings, we add holiness to 
our lives and imbue each day with meaning and connection.

We all have the choice to be intentional about our lives and 
take the time to “stop and smell the roses.” Although the 
idea of blessing is a powerful one, it does not have to be 
overwhelming. It is merely that small moment of identifying 
the sacred that can lift us out of the mundane. May we all 
recognize the Shehecheyanu moments in our lives, call them 
by their name, and celebrate the milestone blessings that 
raise us up! 

Blessings for Milestone Moments:

For the blessings which You lavish upon us in forest and sea, in 
mountain and meadow, in rain and sun, we thank You.

For the blessings You implant within us, joy and peace, 
meditation and laughter, we are grateful to You.

For the blessings of friendship and love, of family and 
community;

For the blessings we ask of You and those we cannot ask;

For the blessings You bestow upon us openly and those You 
give us in secret;

For all these blessings Adonai, we thank You and are grateful  
to You.

For all these blessings we recognize and those we fail to 
recognize;

For the blessings of our tradition and of our holy days;

For the blessings of return and forgiveness, of memory, of 
vision and of hope;

For all these blessings which surround us on every side, Adonai, 
hear our thanks and accept our gratitude.

-Ruth Brin

Shehecheyanu

עָנוּ לַזְּמַן הַזֶּה. לֶךְ הָעוֹלָם,שֶֹהֶחֱיָנוּ וְקִיְמָנוּ וְהִגִּ ינוּ מֶֽ ה יְיָ אֱלהֵֹֽ רוּךְ אַתָּ בָּ

Ba-ruch a-tah A-do-nai, E-lo-hei-nu, Me-lech Ha-o-lam, she-he-
che-ya-nu v’ki-y’-ma-nu v’hi-gi-ya-nu la-z’man ha-zeh! 

Blessed is Adonai our God, for giving us life, for sustaining 
us, and for enabling us to reach this season!

Milestone acheived: Temple Sinai and St. Mark’s interfaith choral trip to 
Israel from Fall of 2022! 
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It Takes A Whole Community
TERRIE GOREN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

As we approach the end of this year, I feel proud of all that we have accomplished as a community. I would like to take a 
moment to reflect on the milestones we have achieved together.

This has certainly been a year of growth and rebirth for us, and we are proud to say that WE ARE BACK from the pandemic and 
in a big way! We are as busy as ever with an engaged community that yearned to return to the building, and programming, 
programming, programming! We have a lot to celebrate this year as we look toward the future.

Noteworthy milestones from this year:
•  Repair of the Sanctuary Dome is well underway. Just look from the outside of the building: one can see scaffolding and 

workers daily with the anticipated goal of a complete dome redo by the end of 2023. Many thanks to Arnie Brown and the 
Capital Needs Task Force for their diligent work ensuring that this much-needed project gets to the finish line with quality 
work and within budget.

•  Development Committee: Under the able leadership of Sam Schuchat, this committee is responsible for creating and launching 
programs to secure our present and future financial stability. This year, the committee introduced the Chai Circle, a program 
that currently includes 21 members who have pledged to make a membership contribution of $10,000 or more annually for the 
next three years. The committee is also continuing its work on Life & Legacy — our planned giving program ensuring that our 
endowment continues to grow. Additionally, they are working toward the development of a capital campaign that will launch 
soon. We extend our deepest thanks to Sam and the entire committee for their unwavering dedication to securing our financial 
well-being. The committee will continue their efforts to build a community of philanthropy. 

•  Baker’s Guild: The Baker’s Guild has been instrumental in making sure that we have delightful onegs and celebratory events 
by offering mouth-watering baked goods throughout the year. We extend our heartfelt thanks to Laurie Leiber and the 
entire Baker’s Guild — our cherished secret baking society — for their contribution to nourishing and fostering a friendly and 
welcoming community.

•  Rabbi Mates-Muchin’s 18th Year Celebration: It was a true joy to plan the L’Chaim! events, working with an amazing committee 
to ensure that every detail was lovingly tended to. Many thanks to Moss Kardener, Jenny Ettinger and the many dedicated 
volunteers who worked tirelessly to ensure that we did justice to Rabbi Mates-Muchin’s big milestone as a community.

•  Safety and Security Task Force: The task force meets weekly to discuss and plan for the security and safety of our beloved 
building and congregation. This past year we have revised and updated our emergency procedures manual, planned 
community trainings, ensured our emergency equipment and supplies are well stocked and that we are equipped for 
emergencies should they arise. Many thanks to John Ehrlich, Task Force Chair, and the entire task force for their dedication to 
this important effort.

•  Shalom Chaverim! Affinity Groups: Sponsored by the Membership Committee, this year we rolled out our affinity groups 
in a big way! We now have 33 affinity groups (small interest groups) ranging from Shabbat dinners, to hiking, to bocce, to 
pickleball, to concerns of working with aging parents, to Jewish genealogy, and more! Many thanks to our mentors CeCe Langs, 
Membership Committee Chair; and Karen Tanner and Joanne Rocklin for overseeing this project and ensuring that our affinity 
groups are nurtured and running smoothly.

So, what’s in store for Temple Sinai this coming year?
•  Capital Needs Task Force: The task force will continue their work to replace the heating system in the sanctuary, evaluate seismic 

upgrades and improve the overall building. We will keep the congregation updated on progress and plans for these efforts.

•  150th Anniversary Celebration: We have started planning for our 150th anniversary in 2025.

•  New Initiatives and Programming: We are researching and preparing for new initiatives and programs.

Your Membership Commitment Fuels Our Work
Your annual membership contribution is vital to ensuring that we can continue to make Temple Sinai the best it can possibly be. 
We are truly grateful for your continued support, both financially and through your participation and volunteer efforts.

I wish everyone a summer filled with good health, peace, and meaningful time with loved ones. I am looking forward to more 
opportunities to gather, pray, and work together.
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Milestones
STEVEN CHESTER,  
RABBI EMERITUS 

A few months ago, on April 4,  
I reached a personal milestone— 

I turned eighty years old. Although 
birthdays usually don’t affect me, 
this one did as I reflected on what 
turning 80 means to me. I want to 
share with you what I have been 

thinking about since that significant day in April.

First, turning eighty means that I have lived the majority of my 
life. If I am fortunate, I may live at most another twenty years.  
It means that I am looking back at what the eighty years have 
meant to me. How might I describe them? What have they 
been like. Also, what will the few years I have left be like. What 
might they be? Are there any words, or even a word, that can 
capture what was, is and might be?

As with all of our lives, in my life there were times of joy and 
times of sadness; times of stress and times of ease; times 
of sickness and times of health. Along with the writer of 
Ecclesiates, joy, sadness, stress, ease, sickness and health 
do describe my eighty years, but there are two words that 
override all the others. Those words are gratitude and enough.

I feel gratitude for my family whom I love so dearly. I feel 
gratitude for the friends I have made during this 80 year 
journey. I rejoice in the congregations I have served and the 
people I have helped along the way. I feel blessed that I have 
had the opportunity to help those in need and to make our 
society a better place to live.

However, I also ask my self, have I done enough. Have I  
done enough for my family, my friends, my congregants 
and the world? As I think about this, I realize that I must say 
I did as much as I could. As we read in Pirke Avot, “It is not 
incumbent upon me to complete the task, but neither am I 
free to desist from it.”  

What about the future — the remaining years? As I pass this 
milestone, what do I wish for the years ahead? Yes, I wish 
for health and energy to enjoy life. However, most of all, no 
matter what the future might bring, I hope that I will not 
forget to have gratitude for the life I have and continue acting 
as if I have not done enough and will strive to do more. Most 
significantly, I hope to make every day a milestone filled with 
gratitude, appreciation and thankfulness for the beauty of life.  
To quote Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel:

 “Our goal should be to live life in 
radical amazement… get up in the 
morning and look at the world in a 
way that takes nothing for granted. 
Everything is phenomenal; everything 
is incredible; never treat life casually. 
To be spiritual is to be amazed.”
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Gratitude from Sinai’s Newest 
Washing Machine

JULIE BRESSLER, ASSOCIATE RABBI AND EDUCATOR 

I heard (and repeated) a joke 
about “installation” being a more 

appropriate term for a washing 
machine than it is for a rabbi more 
than a few times during my installation 
Shabbat this past March. Many agree 
that “installation” is an odd term to use 
for welcoming a new clergy member 

to a community, but it has a long history within Judaism, 
Christianity, and other faiths. The installation ceremony 
formally connects the clergy with the community and 
solidifies the brit, or covenant between us. 

I was so grateful to experience Temple Sinai’s installation 
ritual earlier this year and to be welcomed officially as your 
newest rabbi. From the packed chapel to the beautiful 
music to the meaningful speeches from our teens, co-
presidents, clergy, and more, I could not stop beaming the 
whole evening! My family and friends, some of whom are not 
regular synagogue attendees, remarked on the spirit of the 
service and the connections they noticed between those in 
attendance, and were truly blown away by their experience.

My cousin, who had not been to services in more than a 
decade, said that she would certainly come more if services 
were all like our First Friday! And of course, I truly appreciated 
how much this community welcomed two of my friendtors 
(friend+mentor) into our community, Rabbis Dusty Klass 
and Sarah Bassin. I am inspired by each of them and their 
rabbinates, and I am so glad this community got to learn with 
and from them. They both spoke so highly of how warm and 
inviting this community was to them during their time with us. 

When I meet with families during their b’nei mitzvah journey, 
I make a point to remind the them that this moment is 
sacred for many reasons, especially because this lifecycle 
event is a time in our lives when our communities gather 
for something positive. Fortunately, we are pretty adept at 
coming together when something challenging occurs — a 
loss, an illness, or other crisis — but we are not always as 
successful at acknowledging the positive experiences, 
especially when there is not a clear ritual associated with the 
moment, like a wedding or birth or a b’nei mitzvah or even 
an installation. What would it look like to celebrate more 
of these positive experiences in our lives? To not just move 

on to the next project at work, but to take time to mark our 
success, honor the journey, and thank those who supported 
us on the way before focusing on what is next. What could 
it look like to create a ritual to mark big moments like the 
end of home renovations or each school year or paying off 
student loans or smaller moments like a successful meeting 
or spring cleaning or a great defensive play in a game or… 
there are many possible joyful moments in our lives that 
we can share with those around us to bring others into our 
joy and let them celebrate us. Not every experience has the 
setting for an installation-type moment, but I encourage 
us all to find something meaningful to add when we make 
our own transitions or experience success personally and 
professionally! It makes each of the experiences that much 
more special.

One final related/unrelated note — As I said in my remarks 
during the installation service, while the service of installation 
formally welcomes me as a rabbi at Temple Sinai, being 
hired or being installed as a congregation’s rabbi does not 
make someone YOUR rabbi. That comes with time — through 
1-on-1 conversations, “hellos” at the Oneg, being together 
for a meaningful life moment, dancing at Simchat Torah, 
connecting with words shared in a sermon, and on and on. I 
look forward to more of these moments in the months and 
years to come! If we haven’t yet had a chance to connect 
or you would like to connect more, please reach out — the 
summer is a wonderful time to get to know one another!

Rabbi Bressler’s Installation, March 3, 2023.



FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK

Our Commitment to Learning
ELLEN LEFKOWITZ, RJE, DIRECTOR OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION

Across the country, there is a 
critical shortage of early childhood 

educators. The shortage is not only 
a problem for Jewish schools, but 
is a national issue, one that has 
been exacerbated by the COVID-19 
pandemic, according to a 2022 study 
by the National Institute for Early 

Education Research. 

The Jewish community is taking some bold steps to respond 
to this crisis. On a local level, the Bay Area Jewish community 
launched a unique program to offer an almost fully-funded 
opportunity to receive either a BA or MA in Early Childhood 
Education to any teacher or administrator working in a 
Jewish early childhood center. This program was created to 
heighten the quality, professionalism, and compensation of 
early childhood educators in Bay Area Jewish preschools. 
Generously funded by the Rodan Family Foundation and 
the Koum Family Foundation, the program offers subsidized 
tuition, mentoring, and group support, along with subsidized 
salary increases for graduates and for already-degreed 
early childhood educators in participating Bay Area Jewish 
preschools. 

This May, two of our 
staff members received 
their MA degree in Early 
Childhood Education 
in partnership with 
American Jewish 
University (AJU) through 
this new initiative. Over 
the last two years, they 
participated in a course 
of studies at AJU as well 
as a local community of 
practice with colleagues 
from across the Bay Area 
Jewish early childhood 
community. We are 
deeply fortunate that our Interim Early Childhood Director, 
Molly Peritore, and our lead teacher, Carlota Buada-Flores, 
dedicated these last two years to receiving their Master’s 
degree while working full time. Mazel Tov to them both on this 
major milestone in their professional careers! 

We are already the beneficiaries of their learning as they bring 
their studies into practice at the classroom and school levels as 
they share their education with their colleagues. Their work in 
anti-bias learning, documentation, and assessment of children 
are just a few aspects of their learning that will continue to 
deepen our work in shaping our approach to curriculum, 
supporting individual children and families, and mentoring 
teachers as a direct result of their participation in this program. 

In addition to this local initiative, there is a national project that 
will be launched this fall of which the East Bay will be a pilot 
community. Project-412, which was first initiated in 2019, is 
launching a three-year pilot program in 14 communities across 
the country that will recruit, train and help give credentials to 
30 educators in each participating community — 420 educators 
in total. This is meant to at least begin to address a national 
“critical shortage of qualified early childhood educators” in 
Jewish schools, according to the JCCA. In my new role at Jewish 
LearningWorks, I am excited to have the opportunity to work in 
partnership with Project-412 to support the initiative here in our 
East Bay early childhood centers. 

As I move on to this new position, I know the school is in good 
hands with Molly Peritore becoming the interim director. Her 
leadership over the last six years as Associate Director, and 
earning her Master’s degree have well prepared her for this 
role. As the school concludes its 30th year of educating young 
children and supporting families along their Jewish journey, it 
is my deepest hope that Temple Sinai continues to recognize 
the innumerable ways the school contributes to the richness of 
our community. We appreciate the educators who demonstrate 
their commitment to the education of our young children each 
and every day. Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve 
this community for the last twelve years. L’hitraot!

DAVID PREGERSON PRESCHOOL
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Carlota Buada-Flores and Molly 
Peritore receiving their Masters in  
Early Childhood Education from 
American Jewish University.

Celebrating Ellen’s last Preschool Shabbat!
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Marking Transitional Moments with 
Jewish Ritual

DANIEL FREEDMAN, ASSISTANT RABBI AND EDUCATOR

Each week, at the end of Shabbat, 
we enact one of my favorite Jewish 

rituals. Havdalah, meaning separation, 
marks the transition between Shabbat 
and the week that is about to begin. 
As with all Jewish rituals, ceremonial 
objects and blessings help carry us 
through the moment of transition. The 

first blessing of Havdalah is over wine and uses a kiddush cup. 
The second blessing is over spices and uses a spice box. The 
third blessing is over the light from the twisted candle and 
the fourth transitions us from Shabbat to the new week as the 
candle is extinguished with wine from the kiddush cup.

While Havdalah transitions us from Shabbat to a new week, 
its symbols and blessings are so resonant that it has come to 
be used to mark other transitions and milestone moments in 
Jewish life. For example, as a community, we use Havdalah 
to move out of the high holidays when the final shofar blast 
sounds at the end of Yom Kippur. The end of Yom Kippur is a 
milestone moment in a Jewish community each year. 

Havdalah seems like a fitting way to describe my own 
transitional moment. Each blessing feels resonant as I 
conclude my time here at Temple Sinai.

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, borei p’ri hagafen. 

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, 
creator of the fruit of the vine.

Wine symbolizes the joy that we have experienced. I have found 
joy in the connections I have made at Temple Sinai, in leading 
prayer and lifecycle events, and in creating new structures to 
educate and create community among our youth and adults.

Baruch atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, borei minei 
v’samim.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, 
creator of all kinds of spices. 

Spices help to enrich our experience and lessen our sadness. 
We are taught that we gain an extra soul during Shabbat which 
leaves us as Shabbat ends. There are many things I will miss at 
Temple Sinai, especially you, the community. While I will not 
see you as often, you have shared enriching wisdom with me 
that I will carry with me in my rabbinate. 

Baruch atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam, borei m’orei 
haeish. 

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, 
creator of the lights of fire.

My hope is that I have helped shine as much light onto the 
future of your congregation as you have helped shine onto the 
future of my rabbinate. 

Baruch atah, Adonai, Eloheinu Melech haolam hamavdil bein 
kodesh l’kodesh.

Blessed are you, Adonai our God, Sovereign of the universe, 
who separates holy from holy. 

As I depart Temple Sinai, I will go on to serve other holy 
communities and so, too, will this holy community move 
forward with the support of other dedicated leaders.

Thank you for the blessing of being  
part of your holy community. May we  
each go from strength to strength,  
holy to holy. 

8  n  Temple Sinai  n  Summer 2023
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JEWISH LEARNING

HADAS RAVE,  
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION 

Shalom! I am thrilled to be joining 
Temple Sinai and to have the 
opportunity to work with such a 
dedicated and engaged community on 
the thing I am most passionate about — 
Jewish learning!

I believe that Jewish education is a collaborative effort 
between teachers, learners, home, and community. I 
am committed to working together with you to create 
meaningful and inspiring learning experiences.

I also deeply believe that Jewish education is about building 
relationships; with ourselves, one another and with the 
world around us. I am excited to work together to create 
vibrant and creative programming that brings us together 
and strengthens our bonds as a community.

I look forward to meeting each and every one of you, and I  
welcome your input and ideas — please feel free to reach out  
to me at any time. Thank you for welcoming me into the 
Temple Sinai community. I am excited to become a part of 
this wonderful community and to build together towards our 
shared goals.

About Hadas:
Hadas grew up in the Midwest, the second of five children, 
to Israeli immigrant parents. After finishing her degree in 
Elementary Education at Warren Wilson College, North 
Carolina, Hadas made Aliyah to Israel and taught for nine 
years at the alternative Meitar School on Kibbutz Beit Oren. 
Upon her return to the United States, she spent fourteen 
years at the Contra Costa Jewish Day School in Lafayette, 
teaching Hebrew and Judaic studies in K-8, coordinating 
the schoolwide service learning curriculum and leading 
the Israel education program. Hadas served CCJDS as their 
Director of Jewish Life for seven years and spent this past 
year consulting for the school as a Jewish Life Resource 
Specialist. Her primary role in the 2022-23 school year was 
with Congregation B’nai Shalom in Walnut Creek as their 
Director of Youth and Family Education. She holds a Masters 
Degree in Jewish Education from Hebrew Union College-
Jewish Institute of Religion and was the 2017 recipient 
of the Helen Diller Family Award for Excellence in Jewish 
Education. She loves spending time in nature with her 
husband, Eyal, and her three children, Omri (20), Naama (18) 
and Noga (14).

We are very happy to report that Molly Peritore, Associate Early Childhood Director, 
will be stepping in as the Interim Early Childhood Director as of June 15, 2023. 

Molly has been an integral part of the preschool’s teaching and administrative team for 
the past six years and is well-versed in life and leadership at Temple Sinai. We plan to 
officially launch a search for a permanent Early Childhood Director in the near future.

About Molly: Molly holds a B.A. in Early Childhood Education from 
The Evergreen State College and recently received a Masters in Early 
Childhood Education Leadership from American Jewish University. 
She has worked in early childhood education for 19 years, primarily 
in the Bay Area Jewish early childhood community. Before coming 
to Temple Sinai, Molly taught at the JCC Early Childhood Center in 
San Francisco. For the last six years, she has been the Associate Early 
Childhood Director, as well as a fellow of the SF Bay Area Jewish 

Early Childhood Education Leadership Institute. Molly’s passions include coaching and 
mentoring teachers, sharing her knowledge and expertise with colleagues from around 
the Bay Area. She has mentored teachers new to the field through the Jewish Federation 
and Endowment Fund Early Childhood Education internship program. Molly finds 
inspiration in using Jewish values to guide her work with children, staff, and families. 
Molly enjoys watching sports, cooking, and exploring the outdoors with her husband and 
twin daughters, who will soon be TSDPP graduates.

...and Familiar Faces!

Welcome New Friends... 

Hadas Rave

 Molly Peritore                           

I am very much looking forward to 
continuing my work with the preschool 
and making greater connections to the 
Temple Sinai community. I am excited to 
continue the work that Ellen and I began 
five years ago, guiding the school by our 
core values of Kavod (respect), Kehillah 
(community), Kavannah (intention), and 
B’tzelem Elohim (created in the image 
of the Divine). I believe that Jewish early 
childhood education is an integral part 
of children’s development, providing 
an engaging and inspiring setting to 
explore Jewish traditions, holidays and 
values, creating a foundation for their 
Jewish identity. Through this lens we are 
telling children that they belong, they 
are valued, and they are part of a rich 
Jewish community. Please come visit the 
preschool and introduce yourself if we 
have not had the opportunity to meet.
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Rebecca McEntee
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Strengthening our Foundation
Shalom! In the first year of our presidency, we have been 
honored and inspired as we dive into our shared role and deepen 
connections with you, our vibrant synagogue community. We are 
at a pivotal point in our congregation’s trajectory as we continue 
to navigate a post-pandemic world and significant shifts in the 
way that our members engage with their Jewish identities. 

In response we are charting an innovative and exciting path forward. We are delighted that life at Temple 
Sinai in recent months has been closer to “normal”: busy and lively, with a flurry of enriching programs 
and events. We’ve been able to gather in person and online to celebrate and learn, pray and feel more 
connected to our temple family than ever. 

In order to support a thriving and engaged community that reflects our core values as outlined in our 
Shema and V’ahavta statements, we need financial sustainability. Membership contributions are our 
largest source of revenue. Your membership contribution enables us to meet the diverse needs of our 
community and expand access to meaningful and enriching offerings. Today, we ask you to affirm your 
commitment to our community through your membership renewal for 2023-2024. For the coming 
year, the “Sustaining” level — the average amount needed from all member households — begins 
at $3,900. For those of us able to contribute at a higher level, we encourage you to choose Tzedakah 
membership, beginning at $5,250.  

Membership contributions  are critical to the temple’s daily operations. These funds allow us to hire 
and retain our incredible clergy and staff, organize and produce diverse community events, provide 

opportunities for ritual participation in a variety of formats, and increase accessibility and engagement for our entire 
community.

We are committed to serving all who seek to be members of the Temple Sinai community, regardless of individual financial 
circumstances. We ask that you give as generously as you can to both strengthen our community now and ensure that our 
congregation will continue to be a place of spirituality, reflection, and connection for generations to come.

L’Shalom,

Liz Daoust and Rebecca McEntee 
Congregational Co-Presidents

Liz Daoust

Temple Sinai, Sinai Social 
Action (represented by 
co-chair Helen Smiler), 
and Rabbi Mates-Muchin 
were honored at the 
Oakland City Council 
Meeting during Jewish 
American Heritage 
Month. Also pictured, 
member Rena Rickles 
who was honored by 
District 6.
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EVENTS

Building Relationships to Stop Hate 
“Repairing the World — Stories from  
the Tree of Life” Film Screening with 
Director Patrice O’Neill

The call to be “Stronger than Hate” inspired an audience of around a hundred 
people who attended the film screening of “Repairing the World — Stories 

from the Tree of Life,” produced and directed by Patrice O’Neill of the non-profit 
organization Not In Our Town (NIOT). The film documents how the greater 
Pittsburgh community came together to support the victims of the horrific 
2018 shooting at Tree of Life Synagogue in Squirrel Hill and mobilize to fight 
antisemitism and all forms of hate. It delves deep into issues of gun control and 
the right to free speech, while showcasing the fabric and solidarity of Pittsburgh’s 
interfaith organizations and public and not-for-profit leaders to combat racism. 
Ms. O’Neill was present to provide background and context for how and why the 
film was produced, and she and Rabbi Mates-Muchin led a thought-provoking discussion on how we, at Temple Sinai, can forge 
stronger relationships with our Oakland community neighbors and develop strategies for coming together to stop hate.

This event could not have been more timely as the day after the screening on Monday, April 24, 2023, more than four years later, 
the trial of the man accused of the massacre began with jury selection. The film is also slated to air on PBS in the fall, which will 
provide an excellent viewing opportunity if you were unable to make the screening and discussion at Temple Sinai. We hope 
that the upcoming broadcast will be a catalyst for Temple Sinai to engage with an even larger group of Oakland individuals and 
organizations to develop powerful, effective, and positive action in our hometown.

We greatly appreciated the attendance of congregants, friends, and family, as well as civic leaders including Kenneth Maxey, 
President of the Urban League of the Greater San Francisco Bay Area; Zach Goldman, Chief of Policy and Legislative Affairs for 
Oakland Mayor Thao’s office; and Dan Kalb, Oakland City Councilperson.

The screening was organized by Temple Sinai’s Working Group Against Antisemitism (part of ADL’s Kulanu network) and Not 
In Our Town. We offer special thanks to Temple Sinai’s Social Action Committee, Brotherhood, and Women of Temple Sinai for 
their co-sponsorship and support, as well as to Semifreddi’s, Wise Sons, and Trader Joe’s for the very generous donations of 
delicious snacks and beverages.

Community Leaders attend film screening.

From Bimah to Broadway: How Synagogue and 
Yiddish Melodies Made their Way to Broadway
Saturday, June 24, 7:00pm, Albers Chapel
Temple Sinai’s Tin Pan Alley Singers present sing-along concerts at retirement homes 
around the Bay Area. This year they’ve already visited the Jewish Home of San Francisco, 
Reutlinger Home for Jewish Living in Danville, Piedmont Gardens in Oakland and 
later this month, Rhoda Goldman Plaza in the city. To underwrite the cost of these 
productions, the committee conducts one fundraiser per year.

The title of this year’s production is “From Bimah to Broadway: How Synagogue and Yiddish Melodies Made their Way to 
Broadway.” Since most of the successful composers and lyricists during the Golden Age of musical comedy were Jews, it should 
be no surprise then that many of the tunes that make up the Great American Songbook blossomed from the melodies these 
Jewish composers grew up with. George Gershwin’s “Swanee,” and “It Ain’t Necessarily So,” are just two examples of once wildly 
popular tunes that borrowed synagogue melodies. Come sing along to some of your favorite songs and learn where they came 
from. All the song lyrics will be projected on a screen so you can join in. Bring your glasses. Donation: $18



CLIMATE TZEDEK AT TEMPLE SINAI

Joining the Fight for Climate Justice
This year brought new ways to fight for climate justice 

to Temple Sinai as we joined with RAC-CA to advocate 
for climate justice and the environment. The Temple Sinai 
Climate Tzedek group started following the June kickoff of 
RAC-CA’s Climate Tzedek campaign. Our goal is to provide an 
“onramp” for members to get active in the fight for climate 
justice. Actions can include learning, connecting, protesting, 
advocating, making art and so much more.

During the summer a nascent steering committee geared 
up to get our congregation (along with many other Reform 
congregations throughout the state) to take action: Dozens 
of Sinai members signed petitions and sent emails to try to 
get Climate Justice bills passed; while some of those bills 
didn’t ultimately “make it”, we played a part in the passage 
of AB 2316, which will make clean energy more affordable 
to renters and low-income consumers. And, in the Fall, we 
contributed to the passage of SB 1137, which phased out 
drilling for oil near residential areas. 

The group hosted a study session on Yom Kippur afternoon. 
Led by Rabbi Bressler, we looked at Jewish texts that discuss 
why Judaism inspires us to care deeply about climate change. 
Participants then broke into small groups to share their own 
personal connections to this topic. We collected interest 
forms from people, a number of whom subsequently joined 
the  steering committee.

By December, we had started a Climate Tzedek Google 
group with all those that had thus far participated in Climate 
Tzedek activities (around 50 people). The group is set up 
so all members can share information about advocacy 
opportunities, upcoming Sinai and larger community events, 
and other ideas for personal and/or community-based efforts 
to engage in Climate Tzedek work. 

January’s Social Action Shabbat service focused on Climate 
Tzedek and was followed by a panel of representatives from 
six local environmental organizations who spoke about their 
work and ways that we can get involved.  

Since February the Climate Tzedek Steering Committee has 
been sending out a bi-weekly newsletter containing action  

alerts (mostly 
things you can 
do in minutes!) 
and other news 
items. If you want 
to be added to 
Google group and 
receive the Climate 
Tzedek newsletter 
and other notices 
and you have a 
gmail account, 
send a request for 
membership to 
climatetzedek@
googlegroups.
com. Or, send an 
email request to 
rabbibressler@oaklandsinai.org.

Following the lead of RAC-CA and several other state 
branches, the RAC (Religious Action Center of Reform 
Judaism) has chosen climate justice as its legislative focus for 
the year with the launch of its Power for Purpose Campaign. 
The immediate focus is on legislative and administrative 
actions to eliminate particle pollution which affects health in 
many communities. Watch the enews and the Climate Tzedek 
newsletter for ways to join this effort.

We are building a community of people who want to be 
involved in acting to secure a better environmental future. 
Please join us!
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Temple Sinai members marching together at the Banking Day of 
Action, March 2023.

Environmental and Climate Tzedek (Justice) 
panel, January 2023.



FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK WOMEN OF TEMPLE SINAI

From top to bottom: Sisterhood 
members in the Judaica Gift 
Shop, Temple Sinai Sisterhood, 
Oakland CA, 1956; Sisterhood 
Annual Luncheon 1958; 13 Past WTS 
Presidents in 1994; Women dancing 
in white at Camp Newman; Spiritual 
Retreat 2022.

Women of Temple Sinai  
to Reach Milestone of  
130 Years!
We are a long and illustrious list of women who have been at the vital core of Temple 

Sinai life since 1894! We worked on critical issues, created social events, supported 
our religious and preschool students, and donated to Jewish causes at 
home and abroad.

We rolled bandages in WWI and knitted for soldiers in WWII. We gifted 
the 900+ pipe organ and preschool playground equipment; rallied at a 
monthly vigil at the Russian embassy for the release of Soviet Jewry; 
resettled new immigrants; hosted baby showers for homeless women; 
created the annual women’s Shabbat service; sponsored a coping and 
thriving program during COVID; held women’s spiritual retreats; staffed 
a food pantry monthly; and continue to fight for reproductive freedom 
and healthcare.

WTS was first known as the Ladies Auxiliary of the First Hebrew 
Congregation of Oakland. As times changed, so did our name. 
The Auxiliary became known as the Sisterhood and then Women 
of Temple Sinai. It was established five years before the National 
Federation of Temple Sisterhood, NFTS (now known as the 
National Board of Women of Reform Judaism), making WTS the 
oldest continuous women’s group in the Bay Area. 

We stand on the shoulders of many dedicated and creative women 
who kept Temple Sinai and women of Reform Judaism strong and 
vibrant through the decades. The Sisterhood led the charge to 
eliminate age and sex discrimination in our synagogue. By 1976, a 
former Sisterhood President became our first female Congregational President. 
Rabbi Samuel Broude recalled this period as “one of the enormous transitions 
for women, as they moved from being a woman’s support group based in the 
kitchen, towards full equality, participation, and leadership positions in the 
Congregation.”
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WELLNESS CENTER OF TEMPLE SINAI

Introducing the  
Wellness Center of Temple Sinai
NOURISHING THE MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT

Many congregants at Temple Sinai are looking for new and meaningful ways to connect with congregational 
life. That is why we are so pleased to present the Wellness Center of Temple Sinai. The mission of the 

Wellness Center is to promote Wellness and Mind-Body Health by embracing Jewish traditions, values, 
and practices. The goal of the Wellness Center is to nourish the mind, body, and spirit. As you may 
have noticed, this past Winter and Spring, we have begun to offer workshops and classes on Mussar, 
Mindfulness Meditation, Chanting and Yoga, Pilates, Wise Aging, and a Parent-Baby Community 

group. All these programs strive to connect with Jewish thought and practice while at the same time 
endeavoring to provide innovative approaches to build community, comfort, and belonging. 

So why a “Center”? We want our congregants and the Jewish community at large to be able to go to one central location to 
find our wellness offerings. By offering these opportunities all under the umbrella of a Center, it demonstrates our goal of being 
intentional in our wellness programs. 

Here is a sample of our upcoming offerings:

“Baby and Me” (“Tinok v’Ani”) Community Group  
In-person /Open to the Jewish Community/June-July, Fall
Karen Tanner is leading a postpartum Parent-Baby group. Parents and 
their newborns will attend these in-person sessions that will support 
parents with their adjustment to life with their newborn. A 6-week pilot 
group will start in June and be followed by a new 10-week group  
beginning in the fall.  

Prayer through Movement  
In-person /July
Using the principles of Pilates, Laurie Leiber will lead a series of movement 
sessions based on the Morning Blessings. These sessions will happen in 
June on Shabbat mornings.  

Wise Aging  
In-person and on Zoom / Adults 65+ years old/ Ongoing 
The Wise Aging program explores the experiences, challenges, and 
opportunities of older adults through a Jewish lens. A new group will be 
forming in the Fall of 2023. In addition, there are monthly webinars on 
various topics related to Aging.  

So, what’s next? Look forward to the Inaugural Open House of the 
Wellness Center of Temple Sinai coming this September 30. We will 
offer a day-long program of workshops in Mindfulness Meditation,  
Yoga, Sacred Chanting, Mussar, Wise Aging, Mindful Eating, and a  
Shabbat Morning Meditation Service.

And then more exciting offerings this coming Fall, Winter, and Spring! 

Please contact us at wellnesscenter@oaklandsinai.org for any 
questions about the Wellness Center of Temple Sinai. Rabbi Mates-Muchin’s Mussar in Midlife group is building 

community by celebrating Shabbat together. 

Steve Goldstein leads a Mindfulness Meditation class to 
cultivate a deeper sense of gratitude.

Cantor Keys and Robin Spiegelman use Jewish chant and yoga to 
connect our bodies, minds, and souls through music and motion.



ADULT EDUCATION

Three Years Plus and Going Strong!
For more than three years now, Temple Sinai members 

have been exploring their experiences, challenges, 
and opportunities as older adults through a Jewish lens. 
Wise Aging groups have helped build insight, resilience, 
and camaraderie. Following the establishment in 2019 of 
a Wise Aging Committee, the first Wise Aging Group began 
meeting in March 2020, and a new group has been formed 
each year. 

Here are some of the benefits and highlights of the Wise 
Aging Group, as expressed by the group members: 

• There have been very interesting and informative 
discussions about aging that have helped me adjust to 
retirement and getting older and all that it entails. 

• Deep sharing with my Wise Aging group helped me shift my 
perspective on aging from “getting old” to “becoming an 
elder.”

• I have made new friends whom I value and respect. These 
relationships have deepened as we share more and more 
about ourselves — our histories, accomplishments, and the 
challenges of aging.

• Now, I have several mantras that I use daily. The reading 
brought new introspection and insight.

• Wise Aging has given me the space and friendships to 
consider my past and contemplate my future. For more than 
three years, we have explored our histories, learned from 

each other, and connected 
our Judaism in unique and 
meaningful ways. 

• I loved … all the candid and 
honest conversations we had 
about anything and everything 
to help us deal with the process 
of getting older!

The typical characteristics of 
a human three-year-old are 
developing a sense of humor, caring about others; expressing 
a desire to explore; and exhibiting bravery, creativity, zest, and 
curiosity. You can find all of these characteristics in the Wise 
Aging groups too! Take this opportunity to lean into these 
strengths and join the next Wise Aging group.  

WISE AGING

Temple Sinai is now accepting applications for a fourth group, led by Karen Tanner and  
Ann Gordon, to begin on October 2, 2023. 
In-person | Members only, must apply | $100 (financial support available) Targeted group: 65+ adults | 8 Sessions. 
Are you interested in exploring your experiences, challenges, and opportunities as an older adult through a Jewish lens? 
If so, a Wise Aging group can help build insight, resilience, and camaraderie. The Wise Aging program was developed 
by the Institute for Jewish Spirituality in New York and is based on the book, Wise Aging: Living with Joy, Resilience, 
& Spirit, by Rabbi Rachel Cowan and Dr. Linda Thal. Topics include: cultivating nourishing relationships, living with 
loss, forgiveness, accepting our aging bodies, legacy and stewardship, and more. Eight sessions will be held twice a 
month for two hours. At each session, participants have opportunities for personal sharing, basic mindfulness practice, 
and text study. A new group will be forming in the Fall of 2023, starting October 2. Applications are due September 1, 
2023 (see oaklandsinai.org/comm-wise-aging for the schedule and application link). Send questions to Wiseaging@
oaklandsinai.org. 
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Milestones in 2023 
Milestones in Voter Engagement
Since the RAC kicked off its Every Voice Every Vote campaign in 
2020, Temple Sinai’s group of postcard-writing volunteers has 
included over 175 individuals who have written over 24,000 
postcards to increase turnout among underrepresented 
voters in a number of states where voting rights are under 
attack. Working with the RAC and the non-partisan, Center for 
Common Ground’s Reclaim Our Vote campaign, our amazing 
2020 total of 9900 postcards written was surpassed in 2022 
with a total of 10960, with postcards for a number of primaries 
early in the year and for the general election in November. 
We were also part of the nationwide effort that led to record 
turnout in two heavily contested contests — the Georgia 
Senate Runoff in December and the March Supreme Court 
race in Wisconsin.

A Climate Justice Milestone
The issues of change and the environment continue to be a 
concern of Sinai Social Action and Sinai Green, but the need is 
so great that a separate Climate Tzedek group was formed this 
year. See the separate Climate Tzedek article in this bulletin.

A Mitzvah Milestone 
Telegraph Community Center Food Pantry
The Wednesday evening food pantry staffed by Temple Sinai 
volunteers has been operating since October 2018. As demand 
grew, the pantry moved from opening twice a month to every 
week. The number of clients has been steadily increasing, 
currently reaching as many as 64 families representing nearly 
200 household members.

The pantry clearly serves an unmet need for families that 
struggle to make ends meet. As client Fariza told us “The 
pantry is a blessing. I work during the day and there aren’t 
many that I can go to.” The work of the volunteers is greatly 
appreciated. Clients have commented about how kind, 
welcoming and efficient the volunteers are.

4-5 volunteers are needed each Wednesday from 4:30 – 
7:30pm (or part). The work involves setting out food items, 
signing in clients, and light cleanup. Sign up with friends or 
family. Teens are welcome as are school-age children with a 
parent or grandparent. Sign up at https://www.oaklandsinai.
org/social_action.html

Volunteers are also needed on Tuesday evening or 
Wednesdays to pickup food generously donated by Rockridge 
Market Hall and/or Firebrand Artisan Breads. Contact Allyce at 
(510) 435-1270 if you can help with that.

6th Year of 
Partnership with 
First Presbyterian 
Church Food 
Ministry
Temple Sinai 
is now in its 
sixth year of 
partnering with 
First Presbyterian 
Church to provide 
meals to people in need. Temple Sinai volunteers prepare as 
many as 180 “to go” hot meals on Mondays, handing out 40-50 
at the church gate, and sending 85-90 with volunteer drivers 
who give them directly to people living on the streets. 

Groceries, Toys and 
Holiday Decorations 
for Greenleaf School 
Families—Social Action’s 
6th Year
This year Temple Sinai 
members donated 46 
bags of groceries to be 
distributed to needy 
families at Oakland’s 
Greenleaf School to help 
replace the meals that  
their students would not  
eat at school during the winter holiday break. We also delivered 
three SUV loads of surplus toys and holiday decorations that 
had been collected from businesses throughout the year.

7th Annual Unity Seder
With COVID restrictions 
eased, the Unity Seder 
was fully in-person this 
year. Led by Cantor Keys 
and Rabbi Bressler, local 
leaders, representatives 
from the Bay Area Urban 
League, temple members 
and their guests, 
revisited the story of the 
Exodus and shared their 
own personal stories of 
freedom and liberation.

SOCIAL ACTION
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Sandy Ehrlich helps a client select from meat 
and Market Hall donations at the Telegraph 
Food Pantry.

Howie Perlin loading toys for Greenleaf.

Rabbi Bressler and Unity Seder 
guest



Israel Ed Committee
In the spring of this year, Israelis marked a true milestone in their country’s 

history: the 75th year of Israel’s birth as a modern state.  Here at Temple Sinai, 
our community marked the occasion with a joyful, musical Yom  Ha’atzmaut,  
service and oneg. Perhaps because this is a special time in Israel’s history, a 
number of the IEC members this year have visited Israel to tour and to attend 
conferences, improving our own understanding and familiarity with the country 
and its people. 

While Israel has many achievements in her 75-year history, many of her 
challenges and issues continue and, this year, under the leadership of our 
chair, Kobi Menahemy, the Israel Education Committee has brought regular 
programming to Temple Sinai which focused on helping us as Americans better 
understand the events we read about in the headlines.

In particular, during this year of crisis in Israel over the Supreme Court, we have invited visiting scholars and academics to 
explain today’s constitutional debate and what is at stake. As we have watched from afar as thousands upon thousands of 
Israelis have demonstrated in the streets, those speakers have provided an explanation of Israel’s unique governing structure 
and their insights have been critical to our understanding as these events unfold.  

As we approach a new year for Israel and for the IEC, we welcome suggestions and encourage new members to join us. This is 
an historic moment in Israel and in Israeli-American Jewish relations and we will strive to find IEC programming to keep our 
community informed. 

COMMUNITY

IEC Chair, Kobi Menahemy taking part in the 
Saturday night protest in Israel.

Affinity, Liasons, Mentors— 
What’s Going On??  
If you have missed the affinity group updates every week in the 

enews, you have missed out on a lot!! Your fellow congregants 
have been hiking, eating, reading, writing, researching their Jewish 
roots, and much more! 

The Affinity Group Committee, CeCe Langs, Joanne Rocklin and 
Karen Tanner, serves as mentors for the thirty (and counting!) affinity 
groups. What are these groups and how do you learn more about 
what they do?

The current topics are: Art Appreciation, Arts & Crafts and Needle 
Arts, Board Games, Bocce Ball, Book Group, Bridge, Conversational 
Hebrew, Conversational Yiddish, Cooking, Couples’ Dance Group, Dealing With Aging Parents, Dog Walking, Film Interest Group, 
Gardening, Hiking, Jewish Genealogy, Jewish Short Story Book Group, Mah Jongg, Metaphysical Discussion, Music, Personal 
Growth, Pickleball, Retirement, Shabbat Dinner, Single Parent Discussion Group, Theater, Travel Dreams and Planning, Video 
Gamers, Writing, Writing Children’s Books. 

Register for one or several topics by clicking on the graphic on the temple website and you’ll be contacted by a mentor and/or 
liaison for each active group, defined as 5 or more people. Then you’re on your way — meeting congregants you didn’t know, 
attending gatherings, having discussions, outings, and more! The liaisons are members of the groups who have volunteered to  
keep the roster, send meeting reminders, etc. for their group. 

To ask a question or suggest a new topic, contact membership@oaklandsinai.org

Affinity Group Liaisons met on May 8 to share ideas.
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Our Fellow Congregants and Temple Community, 
You already know that our Senior Rabbi, Jackie Mates-Muchin, is extraordinary in so many ways. Certainly, one could look from 
the outside, and see her as the first Chinese-American rabbi; that she graduated Phi Beta Kappa from UC Santa Barbara; and 
was recognized in 2018 by the City of Oakland for her service and leadership. But what makes her especially remarkable is what 
she brings to the table as a leader: A strong commitment to her values, unwavering support for the congregation, and a way of 
expressing herself with sincerity and menschlichkeit. Her power comes quietly within life at our temple; she holds space for all 
and enables our diverse membership to feel connected and at home under her leadership.

Rabbi Mates-Muchin’s inclusivity, patience as a teacher of Jewish principles, and easy manner enable others to participate 
and contribute, so each of us have the opportunity to make the temple our second home. After years of distance and “remote 
togetherness” due to the pandemic, she viewed the upcoming milestone of her 18th year not as an opportunity to celebrate 
herself, but as a way to bring us together and rebuild connections within our community.  

Co-chairing this weekend of special events has offered us the opportunity of taking Temple Sinai’s Shema Statement to heart, 
namely to: Explore Tradition, Find Purpose, and Create Community. As our plans for this amazing weekend came together over 
the past few months, all of these elements have played a role. Having completed the process, we recognize what a tremendous 
opportunity exists for us each to contribute a piece of ourselves and to take pride in fashioning Temple Sinai to reflect who we are. 

Rabbi, on behalf of the entire congregation and the many volunteers named on the following page — without whom we could 
not have orchestrated the L’Chaim! Celebrating 18 Years events — we thank you for your many years of service to our community 
and look forward to your future leadership.  

L’Chaim!,

Jenny Ettinger and Moss Kardener 
L’Chaim! Co-Chairs
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L’CHAIM!

Thank you to Our Volunteers
L’Chaim! Development Team
Sam Schuchat, David Jackson, Lori Waltzer, Liz Daoust, Jill Saper, Sara Klein, Becky McEntee, Geoff Piller, Karen Tiedemann

L’Chaim! Tribute Book Collaborators
Rabbi Kaye & Cantor Wills - Special Guests; Lynne Belmont - Tribute Book Creator; Rita Zwerdling - Tribute Book Writer;  
JT Mates-Muchin - Tribute Book Writer; Robin Reiner - Proclamation Troubadour

L’Chaim! Erev Shabbat in the Round
The Temple Sinai Bakers Guild & Laurie Leiber, Keeper of the Bakers Guild List 

L’Chaim! Community Celebration in the Park
Lucy Harris - Rabbi’s Song Writer; Jacob Rubin - Trivia Mastermind; Matti Fromson & Julia Fromson-Mayhew - Decorators 
Extraordinaire; Ruth Levitch - Origami Art Leader; Yael Levin, Alex Pan - S’mores Chefs; Richard Langs - Photographer;  
Renee Kardener, Super Support Staff; Sara Klein - Cake Obtainer; Rona Bar-Din, Super Support Staff; Jon Ettinger, TR Levin, 
Maurice Levitch, Tom Klein & William Klein - Master Grillers 

L’Chaim! Champagne Brunch
Liz Daoust - Organizer; Ricki Oleon & Estelle Baum - Flower Mavens 
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DIAMOND
Anonymous
Jennifer & Abe Friedman
Becky McEntee & Jack Chase,  

Liz & Mark Daoust, Jill & Dan Saper,  
Lori & Josh Waltzer

PLATINUM
Carole and Ted Krumland 
The Mates Family
Robin Reiner & Fred Isaac
Michael Sands & Carolyn Hoppe
Donald & Dava Freed
JT Mates-Muchin 

GOLD 
Bar-Din/Levin, Ettinger,  

Klein & Levitch Chavurah
Barbara & Bob, Linsey & Brett Morrison
Elizabeth & Shawn Moyle 
Carol Muchin
Anne Schmitz & Aaron Kaufmann
Heather & Alex Weingarten

SILVER
Ron & Sue Bachman
Mike & Linda Baker
Bill Bonnet & Steve Garber 
Jon Braslaw & Robin Flagg
Mark Moss & Lisa Braver-Moss
Arnie & Joyce Brown
Leona & Rabbi Steve Chester
John Citron & Felicia Liu
Steven Douglas & Melissa Heller
Barry & Dori Dubin

Dan & Nina Fendel
Sandy Goldberg
Terrie & Len Goren
Joshua Gould & Michelle van Tijen
Mark Jacobson & Ilona Frieden
Fred Karren
Frederic & Sara Kerrest
Cantor Ilene Keys &  

David Bobrowsky
Laurie Leiber & Phil Rubin
Steve & MaryJane Lowenthal
Sherri Richards
Eileen Ruby
Geoff Piller & Karen Tiedemann
Sam Schuchat & Ilana DeBare
Sinai Memorial Chapel
Valerie Sopher
Temple Sinai Past Presidents
Lora Thielbar & Bob Unger

Thank You to our Sponsors
We thank our sponsors whose generous contributions enabled us to demonstrate our gratitude for all Rabbi 
Mates-Muchin has done for our congregation.
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Myles and Ida Abbott
James Allison and  

Margaret Lindenstein
Liz Alpert
Barry and Kate Augus
Elaine Bachrach
Wayne and Melissa Batavia
Kerry Becklund and Caryn Becker
Elaine Binger
Bernie and Bonnie Blackman
Dale Block
Lawrence and Betsy Block
Adam Briones and Kate Lucas
John Dresslar and Erika Wodinsky
Myriam Easton
Stephanie Eckhaus and  

Colleen Sanford
Mark and Maxine Eisenberg
Robert and Catherine Einspruch
Douglas and Lori Elefant
George Emblom
Rita and Riccardo Fabi

Donald Falk
Gary and Susan Forman
Harvey and Deana Freedman
Natalie Gallegos
Crissi Goldman
Deborah Goldsmith
Ruben Gomez
Marshall and Sue Gordon
Cecille Gunst
Ronnie Hersler
Herb Holman and Leslie Paine
Lois Horwitz
Kenneth and Eileen Housfeld
Eileen Ingenthron
Muriel Kaplan and Robert Sturm
Allyce Kimerling and Frances Rotolo
Mitch Klein and Patti Whaley
Carl Landauer
Robert Lettieri and Judith Stern
Bea Lieberman
Courtney Liebi
Ward and Elaine Lindenmayer 

Dan McClosky and Nan Toder
Linda Meldman
Temmi Millman
Danny Muchin
Mickey and Susie Neuwelt
Subodh and Margot Nijsure
Steve Oppenheimer
Nadine and David Prosperi
Deanne Raskin
Claudia Reet
Mantra and Steven Robinson
Arlene Rosen and David Cohen
Lisa Rosenberg & Cassady Toles
Jon and Marlene Sakol
Bart Schenone and Sandie Margulies
Wendy Simon
Helen Smiler and Marlene Johnson
Steven Stept and Camille Allen-Stept
Roslyn Tunis
Joan Waranoff
Madeline Weinstein and Eric Craven
Phil and Jody Weverka

Additional Thanks to the Following Contributors
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Todah rabah! Thank you very much to the following who provided contributions to Temple Sinai. These donations were recorded 
between November 1, 2022 and April 30, 2023. For corrections or additions to this list, please contact rhonda@oaklandsinai.org 
(510) 451-3263 x303.

GIVING
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Annual Giving Campaign
Jody Adelberg and Luanne Jenkins
Terry Alexander and John Blaustein
Liz Alpert
Anonymous (9)  
Elaine Bachrach

in honor of the B’nei Mitzvah of Dan 
McClosky and Karen Pernet 
in honor of the B’not Mitzvah of Ann 
Gordon and Deborah Goldsmith 

Elaine Binger
Michael and Aviva Black
Betsy Block
Jonathan and Erika Bornstein
Anne Brandon
Arnie and Joyce Brown 
Richard Burge and Shelley Gordon

in honor of Rabbi Mates-Muchin and  
her compassionate leadership 

Michael Charlson and Susan Austin  
Rabbi Steven and Leona Chester
Richard and Robin Chetkowski
John Citron and Felicia Liu
Dan and Natalie Crouch 
John Dresslar and Erika Wodinsky 
Barry and Dori Dubin

in appreciation of Dan Fendel’s efforts on 
behalf of the Tuesday Morning Minyan 

Douglas and Lori Elefant 
Nadyne Epstein  
Jon and Jenny Ettinger 
Bob and Flora Feldman 
Claudia Felson  
Dan and Nina Fendel  
Sue and Cody Getreuer  
Michael and Barbara Gettelman  
Annie Goldsmith
Ruben Gomez

in memory of Paul and Ida Gomez 
Birgit Graeve and Marco Miller
Gary Greenfield and Reesa Tansey

Lynn Greenberg and Michael Rothschild  
Cecille Gunst  
Lisa Hanauer 
Steve and Andrea Hasegawa 
Herb Holman and Leslie Paine  
Jessica Isaacs and Aron Kirschner
David Jackson
Michael Jonath and Sylvie Mwila Jonath
Eliot and Philippa Jubelirer
Jacques & Sandra Werth Kerrest
Richard and CeCe Langs

in appreciation of our wonderful  
clergy and staff 

Robert Lettieri and Judith Stern
Joel Markowitz and  
Susan Krowley-Markowitz
Layne Martin and Jennifer Bomze
Bob and Barbara Morrison
Shawn and Elizabeth Moyle
Glenn and Ricki Oleon
Geoff Piller and Karen Tiedemann
Claudia Reet
Arlene Rosen and David Cohen
David and Lori Rosenthal

in honor of the marriage of Laurie Earp 
and Dennis Chaix 

Chuck Ross and Mary Triest  
Joel Sanders and Carol Bieri  
Mikey Sands and Carolyn Hoppe
Jill and Dan Saper
Sydney Firestone Schimmel

in memory of Victor Schimmel 
Nick Schoen and Rebecca Riseman

in memory of Brett Remy 
Kevin Schwartz and Hilary Altman
  Wendy Simon
Karen Sternstein

in memory of Phyllis Lavitt 
Maxine Turret
Joan Waranoff
Madeline Weinstein and Eric Craven

Matthew and Sarah Weisman
Phil and Jody Weverka
Dina Wolkoff
Cantor Keys Music Fund
Burt Boltuch & Cathy Livingston

in appreciation of Cantor Key’s support  
of Burt Boltuch 

Michael Charlson and Susan Austin
in honor of Samuel’s Bar Mitzvah 

Tom DeWit and Janine Bloch
in honor of Hannah DeWit and Herne 
Rosenblum’s wedding 

Barry & Dori Dubin
in memory of Yetta Dubin 

Bob and Flora Feldman
Deborah Goldsmith

in appreciation of Cantor Keys on the 
occasion of my bat mitzvah 

Ann Gordon & Margo Remy
in appreciation of Cantor Keys on the 
occasion of my bat mitzvah 

Cecille Gunst
in honor of Cantor Keys 

Herb Holman and Leslie Paine
in memory of Abe Holman 
in memory of Clare Bensusan 

Naomi and Maya Katz
in memory of our dear brother and uncle 
Michael Katz, who loved music and was a 
gifted musician 

Tom and Sara Klein
in honor of Our wonderful clergy 

Larry and Barbara Kluger
in memory of Shirley Blumberg 
in memory of yahrzeit of Lila Kluger 

Barbara and Geoffrey Kotin
on the occasion of Dan McClosky on the 
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah 

Deena and Michael Lipsett
in loving memory of Hillel Benjamin Levine

Ali Reed and Ted Miguel
in celebration of Layla Reed-Miguel’s  
Bat Mitzvah. Thank you for all of your 
time, teaching, help and support! 
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Stan Ross
in memory of Marty Ross 
in memory of Sam and Rebella Ross 

Frank and Libby Silver
in honor of Bar Mitzvah of Dan McCloskey 

Rita Zwerdling
in memory of Gail Zwerdling-Nelson 

Capital Improvement Fund
Ron and Sue Bachman
Joel and Barbara Richmon
Caring Community Fund
Rebecca Rozen and Michael Kent

in celebration of Ann Gordon’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

Endowment Fund
Barry and Dori Dubin
Selwyn Noble

for the speedy recovery of  
Beany Noble and his recovery from a 
kidney transplant 

Fine Arts Fund
Claire Wahrhaftig
Joe Remcho Fund for Preschool 
Scholarships
Anonymous (3)
Brett Baker and Evelyn Stevens
Bayley Family
Maya Bennett & family

in appreciation of TSDPP teachers  
and staff 

The Berman Family
in honor of Zoe Berman 

Zach and Becca Blume
Burt Boltuch & Cathy Livingston

in honor of the birth of Sadie Charles 
Sung-Boltuch 

Bornstein Family
The Chapin Family
Sam Epstein & Andy Waranoff
Lauren Freeman and Matthew Sculnick
Emily Gische & Ben Nadler
Elliot and Christina Goldwater
Jessica Isaacs & Aron Kirschner
Korsunsky family
The Lopers
Makenzie Means and Vance Tran

Catherine & Russell Osborn
Family of Ada Peterson
Dan & Laura Rubenstein
Allison and Daniel Silverstein
Sohn-Friedman Family
Ali and Andrew Stein
Women of Temple Sinai
Legacy Giving
Estate of Eldon R. Hoffman
Estate of Yvonne Levy

in memory of Yvonne Levy and  
Karen Dempsey Dykes 

Carol Suveda Living Trust
Library Fund
Barry and Dori Dubin

in memory of Sheldon Schaeffer 

Lionel Benas Israel Scholarship Fund
Allyson Benas

in honor of Evelyn Benas 

People of the Book —  
Oakland Literacy Project
Jim Chanin and Rachel Richman

in memory of Wilma Chan 
Charmian Cohen

in memory of Mildred Cohen 
in memory of Harold Cohen and  
Dr. Martin Cohen 

Dori & Barry Dubin
in memory of Jonathan Obadia 

Bob and Flora Feldman
in honor of Judy Zollman 

Barry Gross
in memory of Lillian Rubenstein 

Geoffrey and Barbara Kotin
in memory of Jack Wahrhaftig 

Judy Zollman and Marty Glick
in memory of Joyce Stoller, cousin of 
 Judy Zollman 

Preschool Fund
Lori and Michael Ferguson
Jessica Isaacs & Aron Kirschner

on the occasion of Janet Lowe attending 
VIP Day

Linda and Bruce Loper
in honor of Luke Lubin Loper and  
Charles Lubin Loper becoming little 
menches at preschool 

Makenzie Means
Peter Pervere and Georgia Cassel
Sculnick Family
Carrie and Jeremy Zeitlin
Preschool VIP Day
Rachel Astrachan
Allison Tatarsky Berman and  
Josh Berman
Jonathan Blatteis and Bonnie Volk
Jim Blume and Kathryn Frank
Mikki Bourne
Deborah and Jim Castles
Rich and Vicky Clark
Dan and Natalie Crouch
Diana Farrow
Andy Ferguson and Tanya Shadoan
Nanette and Richard Freedland
Bob Freeman
Benjamin and Denise Gage
Barry and Sandra Goldstein 
Bonnie Gould
Jan and Mori Herscowitz
Arlie Holland
Mickey Isaacs
Nancy and Les Isaksen
James and Karen Kahn  
Shari Kalm  
Sari and Matt Kaplan 
Rita and Alexander Korsunsky  
Ellen and Charles Landsbaum  
Wesley Lisker and Abby Cohn  
Kerri and Mark Lubin  
Marsha Maytum and Bill Leddy  
Sue Metcalfe  
Moira Murphy  
Eliezer & Lauren Naor  
Edward and Anne Oklan 
Shari and Don Ornstein  
Nancie and Sal Peritore  
Ronald and Gail Rubenstein  
Merrylen Sacks  
Ferne and Lee Samowitz  
Carol Schneider and William Donnelly
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Lev and Rina Shur  
Russell Silverstein  
Wendy and Doug Sinton  
Bob Stein and Jessica Pers 
Charlotte Toothman 
Joan Waranoff
Alex and Elana Woodward 
Jim and Carol Zeitlin
Rabbi Bressler Discretionary Fund
Sue Adler-Bressler and Dave Bressler

in honor of Rabbi Julie Bressler for 
bringing such joy to our lives and to so 
many others 

Michael Charlson and Susan Austin  
Roberta Cohn

in honor of Rabbi Bressler’s installation 
Love, Robbie Cohn and Family 

Dori & Barry Dubin
in celebration of The Installation of  
Rabbi Bressler as Associate Rabbi 

Bob and Flora Feldman  
Ann Gordon & Margo Remy

in appreciation of Rabbi Bressler in 
memory of Brett Remy and on the 
occasion of my bat mitzvah. 

Tom and Sara Klein
in honor of of our wonderful clergy 

Karen Maas, Steven Weinzimmer and family
on the occasion of Rabbi Julie Bressler’s 
Installation 

Peter & Alisa Metzner
in honor of Rabbi Bressler’s installation 

Ali Reed and Ted Miguel
in celebration of Layla Reed-Miguel’s  
Bat Mitzvah. Thank you for officiating! 

Susan and Jeff Rideout
in honor of the installation of  
Rabbi Julie Bressler 

Alan Rosenthal
Larry and Arlene Saidman

in honor of Bar Mitzvah of Dan McClosky 
Valerie Sopher

in honor of Rabbi Bressler’s Installation 

Rabbi Chester Discretionary Fund
Burt Boltuch & Cathy Livingston

in honor of the birth of Sadie Charles 
Sung-Boltuch 

in appreciation of Rabbi Chester’s 
support of Burt Boltuch 

Barry and Dori Dubin
in memory of Adrienne Herman 

Michael and Holly Gardner
in memory of Jeanette Maler Canter 

Lois Horwitz
in memory of Jerry Savitt 

Rabbi Freedman Discretionary Fund
Anonymous
Simon, Sofiya Blank and family

in memory of Ita Klebanova, Mother, 
Grandmother and Great Grandmother 

Bob and Flora Feldman 
Ann Gordon & Margo Remy

in appreciation of Rabbi Freedman
in memory of Brett Remy 

on the occasion of Margo Remy’s Bat 
Mitzvah. 

Bruce, Steve and Judy Levin  
Tom and Sara Klein

in honor of our wonderful clergy 
Joy Wolfe Ensor

in honor of with thanks to Rabbi 
Freedman and Sabina Cohen for their 
warmth and hospitality 

Rabbi Giving Fund
Magidoff/Sullivan family

in memory of Marilyn Magidoff 

Rabbi Mates-Muchin  
Discretionary Fund
Molly Aaronson-Gelb, Jonathan Spector  
& Benji Spector-Gelb

in celebration of Benji’s Baby Naming 
Jody Adelberg, Luanne Jenkins &  
Cantor Elaya Jenkins-Adelberg

in memory of Adrienne Herman and 
appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 

Anonymous 
Bob Belzer and Jennifer Colosimo

in memory of Rose Belzer’s Yahrzeit 
Burt Boltuch & Cathy Livingston

in memory of Marianne Mates 
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin’s 
support of Burt Boltuch 
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 

Julie Bressler
in memory of Marianne Mates 

Brotherhood
in appreciation of the Kulanu film project 

Michael Charlson and Susan Austin  
Glenn Elkins 
Elouise Epstein
Barbara & Tom Leanse

in memory of Jerry Muchin, he will always 
be in our hearts and mind 

Einspruch Family  
Bob and Flora Feldman  
Fred Fink and June Cochran

in appreciation of all the services that 
Rhonda Hartman and Temple Sinai 
provide to our community 
in celebration of on the  Bar Mitzvah 
of Dan McClosky. So proud of this 
accomplishment. 

Aileen Frankel
in honor of grandsons Damian Trujillo 
and Amedeo Lasagni 

Deborah Goldsmith
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin  
on the occasion of my bat mitzvah 

Ann Gordon & Margo Remy
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin  
on the occasion of Margo Remy’s  
Bat Mitzvah
in memory of Brett Remy 

Resa S. Gordon
in honor of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 

Joanne Haase
in memory of Marilyn & Manfred Haase 

Steven Horowitz and Rachel Koretsky  
Lois Horwitz

in memory of Lillian Rubenstein 
Sylvia Kahn
Tom and Sara Klein

in honor of our wonderful clergy 
Rebecca Lueck

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 
Greil and Jenny Marcus

in memory of Emily Rose Marcus 
The Muchin Family
Carol Muchin 

in memory of Allie Muchin, Jerry Muchin, 
and Helen Rosin   

Randy Perrin and Karen Tanner 
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Richard and Margaret Roisman
in memory of Regina & Robert Roisman 

Bart Schenone
in memory of Norma Marguilies and 
Joseph Schenone 

Bart Schenone
in memory of Gerald S. Margulies 
in memory of Alberta Schenone 

David Thorne and Esther Saidman
in memory of Beverley Thorne 

Sandro Tuzzo and Miranda Surjadi  
Women of Temple Sinai

in memory of Diane Laub, past president 
of WTS 

Edie Zusman  
Tzvi Yitzchak Zusman 
Rita Zwerdling

in memory of Marianne Mates 
in memory of Gail Zwerdling-Nelson 

Religious School Fund
Dan McClosky and Nan Toder  
Harriet Orange

in celebration of Lucy Daoust’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

Women of Temple Sinai
in memory of Adrienne Herman,  
past president of WTS 

Religious School Scholarships
Dori & Barry Dubin

in memory of Irene Obadia 

Social Action/Anti-Hunger Fund
Debby and Jesse Hellman

in honor of Dan McClosky on the  
occasion of his Bar Mitzvah 

Anna Levine  
The Michael & Carol Levine Foundation 
Miranda Dean-Walker  
Miranda Dean and Eric Walker  
Bob and Flora Feldman  
Herb Holman and Leslie Paine

in celebration of Dan McClosky  
Bar Mitzvah 

Allyce Kimerling & Frances Rotolo
in honor of Dan McClosky on his  
Bar Mitzvah 
in memory of Allan Kimerling 

Susan Krauss & Linda Benson
in celebration of Deborah Goldsmith’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

Frank and Libby Silver
in celebration of Bar Mitzvah of  
Dan McCloskey 

Gary and Ellen Sirbu
in celebration of the bar mitzvah of  
Dan McClosky 

Special Education Fund
Kenneth and Eileen Housfeld

in memory of Linda Housfeld, Shirley 
Astrin, George Astrin and Gale Braidman 

Where the Need Is Greatest Fund
Anonymous
Dena Belzer and Chuck Adams  
Elaine Binger

in memory of Herman Binger 
Patricia Black  
David Bressler and Susan Adler-Bressler

in celebration of Rabbi Bressler’s 
installation 

Carol Catinari
in memory of Diane Laub 

Karen Charleston
in memory of Sybil Arnold Bern 

Barry and Dori Dubin
in appreciation of Jon Braslaw’s service 
as President of the Congregation 

Jessica & Michael Eiselman 
Joan Hall-Feinberg

in memory of Robert Warwick 
Jonathan Geiduschek & Amy Harris

in memory of Skip and Sy Harris 
Sandy Goldberg  
Barry Gross

in memory of Barbara Gross 
Marc and Cherie Hallert

in memory of Steve Hallert 
in memory of Jess Hallert 

Howard-Charles Harpham
in memory of your parents 

Linda Lavelle
on the occasion of Rabbi Bressler’s 
Installation and the strong female 
leaders of Temple Sinai. 

Ben Nadler and Emily Gische  

One America Movement  
Linda Kamby and Paul Weir

in memory of Michael Kamby 
Larry and Barbara Kluger

in memory of Harry Kluger, father of  
Larry Kluger 

Evelyn Levin 
Michael Loeb  
Charles Miller

in memory of Frank & Janice Miller, 
Isadore & Rose Miller, & Sidney Miller 

Gene & Marilyn Pepper
in memory of Frank and Janice Miller, 
Isadore and Rose Miller, Sidney Miller 

Claudia Reet
in memory of my mother, Marion Baer 

Esther and Mark Rubke  
Erica Sigal 
Valerie Sopher

in honor of B’nai Mitzvah of Deborah 
Goldsmith, Ann Gordon, Dan McClosky 
and Karen Pernet 

Nathan Stein
in memory of Laurel Stein 

Bryan Stucky and Jillian Ellis
The Thierfeld Family

on the occasion of Bat Mitzvah of 
Deborah Goldsmith 

David Thorne and Esther Saidman
in memory of Patricia Thorne 

Madeline Weinstein and Eric Craven
in honor of the B’nei Mitzvah of  
Dan McClosky and Karen Pernet 

Andy Wolpert & Karen Marker
in memory of Diane Laub 

Barbara Schonfeld
in honor of Ann Gordon’s Bat Mitzvah 

Yesod
Jacob and Louise Epstein
Youth Scholarships
Kathleen Russell

in memory of Brett Remy 
Bob and Flora Feldman
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We Mourn the Loss of 
Jack Sobel

Father of Henry Sobel

Burton Lerner
Father of Eric Lerner

Marilyn Magidoff
Mother of Michele Magidoff

Malcolm Foster
Father of Hilary Foster and Grandfather of 

Eva Fostovsky-Geckeler

Phyllis Lavitt
Mother of Karen Sternstein

Kirk Wright
Brother of Wyit Wright

Emily Rose Marcus
Daughter of Greil and Jenny Marcus  

and Cousin of Lisa Hanauer

Mira Adler
Sister of Beth Wolinsky

Sue Ring 
Grandmother of Julie Wilensky 

Dr. Jeffrey Bourne
Father of Sari Kaplan

Louis Highman
Congregant

Marianne Mates
Mother of Jacob Mates and  

Grandmother of Rabbi Mates-Muchin, 
Jonathan Mates, and Joshua Mates

Lillian Rubenstein
Mother of Ronald Rubenstein

Ethan Boyes
Son of Penny Boyes

Vitaly Borisovitch Luskin
Father of Vlad Luskin

Alan Tafapolsky
Husband of Randi Silverman

Susan Lynne Marker Cosens
Sister of Karen Marker

Donald Chaiken
Congregant

Neil Jacobson
Husband of Denise Jacobson and  

Father of David Jacobson 

Morey Greenstein
Father of Jody Weverka

Claudette Greenblat
Mother of Leah Greenblat

Lorin Blum
Partner of Jean Brady

Miriam Klein
Mother of Jane Klein

LIFECYLES

We honor the passing of these members of our community.  
May their memories be a blessing. 

Honoring a Lifetime of Dedication  
Over the past thirty-plus years, Neil and Denise Jacobson 
have contributed to the Temple Sinai community and 
the larger world in incomparable ways. They have been 
leaders and mentors for all in terms of access, equity, and 
inclusion, and deserve public recognition for their work and 
dedication. Therefore, be it resolved that the Temple Sinai 
Board of Trustees hereby designates and names a ramp in 
honor of Neil and Denise Jacobson.
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Welcome New Members 
Antoine Aroche

Zoe and Alex Bayen, Aaron, Leah, and Myriam Bayen

Mary and Richard Berkowitz

Diana Bik and Ron Boeck

Alexandra Blatteis and Doug Snyder, Lewis and Rae Snyder

Jake Brill and Emma Huntington, Lucas Brill

Eve Chosak

Alex Corvin and Eric Walder, Winnie Walder

Jacob Donnelly and Sheigla Averill, Dov Donnelly

Allison Gans and Brian Fischer, Samuel and Stella Fischer-Gans

Jennifer and Rashad Harrison, Isaac and Simone Harrison

Danielle and Jason Horowitz, Archer and Colton Horowitz

Aaron Leiderman and Niki Lustig, Joshua Leiderman

Dorene and Omri Paran, Miles and Woods Paran

Sara and Adam Lewin, Nathan and Nora Lewin

Courtney and Bruno Liebi

Michele and Brandon Maultasch, Albie and Goldie Maultasch

Beth and Ricki Munoz, Amira and Leona Munoz

Sarah Musiker and Daniel Osborn, Isaiah Osborn Musiker

Len Nathan and Craig Morgan

Leslie Oestreicher and Leo Kurtysh, Arthur and Phoebe Kurtysh

Vicki Sherman and Jordan Sherman

Hannah Shr and Charles Miller, Gloria and Evelyn Miller

Andi Vollmer and Brian Kotlyar, Lyra Kotlyar

PHOTOS

Group photo at the end of the Unity Seder

Moments to Remember



PERIODICAL
First Hebrew 
Congregation
of Oakland 

Temple Sinai
2808 Summit Street
Oakland, CA 94609

(510) 451-3263
oaklandsinai.org

Shanah Tovah  
5784

Join Temple Sinai BackFence to share recommendations and get friendly 
help from others in Oakland’s Temple Sinai community. Think of this as your 
virtual “back fence” — where you ask your neighbor to recommend a good 
dentist, or offer them your favorite kugel recipe, or seek leads in searching 
for a new job. To join, visit https://groups.io/g/SinaiBackfence

Planning for this year’s in-person High Holy Days is already underway. Look for 
more information coming soon at oaklandsinai.org and oaklandsinai-hhd.org.

S’lichot — Saturday, September 9
Erev Rosh HaShanah — Friday, September 15

Rosh HaShanah — Saturday, September 16
Tashlich — Sunday, September 17

Kol Nidre — Sunday, September 24
Yom Kippur — Monday, September 25
Erev Sukkot — Friday, September 29


