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Moving Forward
TERRIE GOREN
As summer approaches, I am feeling energized by everything our community has 
accomplished this past year. We are strong because of your commitment to keeping 
Temple Sinai relevant and vibrant. At a time when it would have been easy to 
recoil, I am proud that we chose to push forward, making the best of our shared 
circumstances and keeping our community a priority. 

In the past year, we have returned to most of our “normal” in-person programming: 
Together we celebrated Rabbi Freedman’s installation, Hanukkah, Purim, Passover, 
the Scholar-in-Residence weekend; held numerous WTS events and Social Action 
programming — all in person. We returned to in-person Shabbat services, Shabbat 
minyan, Tuesday morning minyan, and in-person religious school and youth 
programming, while maintaining our thriving daily preschool. 

We accomplished all this while remaining attentive and responsive to health and 
safety protocols — always mindful of keeping our members and staff as safe as 
possible. Next year, we look forward to more opportunities for our community to be 
together.

Facilities Updates and Upgrades

In the coming months, you may notice some changes on our campus as the work 
recommended by the Safety and Security and the Capital Needs Task Forces gets 
underway. Through a grant from the California Office of Emergency Services (CAL 
OES), we will be enhancing security with additional cameras, heightened fencing, 
and installation of safety glass. The Capital Needs Task Force has engaged Pound 
Management as our project manager/owner’s representative to help us navigate as 
we plan for the Sanctuary, which include a dome repair, replacement of the boiler, 
and more. Stay tuned for updates as these projects evolve.

Your Membership Commitment Fuels Our Work

We recently sent membership recommitment information to your inbox. It is the 
membership of the congregation that fuels our work, and we are truly grateful 
for your continued support, both financially and through your participation and 
volunteer efforts. Your annual membership contribution is vital to ensuring that we 
can continue to make Temple Sinai the best it can possibly be.

I wish everyone a summer filled with good health, peace, and meaningful time with 
loved ones. I am looking forward to more opportunities to gather, pray, and work 
together.

Fondly,
Terrie Goren 
Executive Director
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Thank You
RABBI MATES-MUCHIN

Friends,

Thank you so much for the amazingly generous sabbatical that I was able to take this year. It was meaningful, 
restful and reflective time and I am so grateful to this community to have had your immense support in taking it. 
Thank you. 

Aside from having the time to be reflective about my rabbinate and our community, the sabbatical had three 
areas of focus: meditation, writing and strategic planning. 

Meditation is something I’ve been interested in exploring for a while as the craziness of the pandemic had me 
looking for ways that might help me quiet and focus my mind. I tried a variety of meditative practices and found, 
for me, walking meditation and art meditation to be the most helpful. Having a specific something to focus on 

helped me to be in the moment as I tried to hone a sense of appreciation and awe for everything around me. I will continue to 
experiment and practice and hope to bring more opportunities for meditation to the congregation. 

I was honored to be asked to write the Ten Minutes of Torah (the Reform Movement’s weekly post on the portion of the week) 
for the entire book of Deuteronomy. As this is the year we celebrate the 50th anniversary of the ordination of Rabbi Sally J. 
Priesand, the first woman to be ordained a rabbi in the United States, the URJ (Union of Reform Judaism) asked five different 
women rabbis, cantors and educators to each write all of the submissions for one of the books of Torah. As you can imagine, it 
has been a daunting task! The sabbatical enabled me to write drafts of each submission and I will finish them in the weeks and 
months to come. They will be published when we begin reading Deuteronomy during the summer this year. 

Additionally, I spent time reading and doing research related to our strategic planning process. As you may know, our lay 
leadership has done a lot of work gathering information and reflecting on who we are as a congregation, how we gather, and 
how we spend our resources. In the coming months, we will be able to share aspects of this learning process and lay out some 
possibilities for what the future may hold. During my sabbatical, I looked at staffing models of other congregations across the 
country as well as studied some new thinking on strategic planning and the changing nature of organizations in the world 
today. I hope to bring some of that process and thinking as we move forward, together, as a congregation and community.

Thank you, again, for this gift of time. I am glad to be back and, as always, feel blessed to be a part of this community. I look 
forward to sharing more learnings and reflections with you in the months and years ahead.

FROM OUR CLERGY
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The Mates-Muchin Family  
invites you to share in their joy as  

Sidney Mates-Muchin 
is called to the Torah as Bar Mitzvah.  

June 25, 2022  
during the Shabbat morning service at 10:30am.

  
Kiddush lunch to follow.  

Please come celebrate with us!



FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK
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Making Meaningful  
Moments of Connection
CANTOR ILENE KEYS

There is a tradition at Temple Sinai to gather the Bar/Bat/B’nei Mitzvah family together in Stern Hall before the 
Shabbat morning service and offer a Shehecheyanu blessing. This blessing offers thanks for this special moment 
and gratitude for enabling us to reach this day. We usually introduce the blessing saying, “Judaism asks that we 
stop to recognize and appreciate these moments in our lives.” Indeed, I like to call these times “Shehecheyanu 
moments.”

Granted, many of these occasions are transitional moments and take place whether we bless them or not. In 
other words, just by turning thirteen, one becomes a Bar/Bat/B’nei Mitzvah even without the ceremony. And one 
does not need to say the blessing for this moment to occur. However, by reciting the blessing, we acknowledge 
the passage of time and elevate the moment to one of sanctity. By calling something by its name and demarcating 

the point in time, we raise its level of holiness. 

And it is not just the person that is going through the transformation that is forever changed in this moment, but all who are 
present. When we recite a blessing, we are all witnesses to the creation of holy space and time. All those in attendance hold that 
moment up, suspend it in time, and create a transformative milestone. Blessings create memorable moments. Blessings hold 
power.

It is no wonder then that the Talmud states we should recite 100 blessings every day. According to the Midrash, the day is like a 
large balloon. A person whose lungs are strong can easily blow it up and fill it completely. A person whose lungs are weak, who 
does not want to fill the balloon, will allow the balloon to remain small and empty. The same is true with the day. The one who 
does not wish to fill the day will, in effect, constrict and shorten it. However, a person who wants to fill the day with good, will 
expand the day and cause it to be very precious. By filling the day with blessings, we add holiness to our lives and imbue each 
day with meaning and connection.

We all have the choice to be intentional about our lives and take the time to “stop and smell the roses.” Although the idea of 
blessing is a powerful one, it does not have to be overwhelming. It is merely that small moment of identifying the sacred that 
can lift us out of the mundane. May we all recognize the Shehecheyanu moments in our lives, call them by their name, and 
celebrate the blessings that raise us up!

The New Temple Sinai Bulletin!
As you may have noticed, the format of the bulletin has changed over the last two years. Rather than 
it being a source of advertising and promoting programs on the calendar, it has shifted to articles 
from staff, interest pieces and profiles of congregants. We are excited for the ways that the new 
format will help us explore news ways to celebrate and connect with one another.

The initial decision to make the change was entirely practical. We were in the midst of putting 
the May 2020 bulletin together when the pandemic and shelter in place hit. The document, filled 
with information about events and happenings scheduled for May, was suddenly irrelevant. We had to revamp and 
rethink how our community would gather. Where the bulletin had been a means to promote activities that we had planned 
months in advance, we could now only plan week to week. So, we increased the number of digital communications, whose 
focus was events and programs and we used the summer bulletin that year to publish articles from clergy and staff, profiles 
of congregants, and reflections on the bigger picture of synagogue life. The changes were well received, and we continued 
with the experiment in the last few years, publishing two bulletins per year and using them to focus on deepening our 
understanding of tradition and connecting with one another. 

Do you have a story about our community that you would like to share? Do you have someone who you think we should 
highlight? We are eager to hear your ideas and reflections. Email bulletin@oaklandsinai.org to discuss your thoughts with us. 

Welcome ForwardWelcome Forward — a phrase we are using to mark the start of a new 
phase for our community. A time when we can come together 

physically and can also enjoy worship, learning and engagement 
remotely. When we can enjoy the physical presence of the clergy  
at our life cycle events. Where meetings and celebrations can  

include both in-person and remote participation. We are working 
hard to make this a reality, to have the plans, the technology and  

the safeguards ready to go. Because this is our place, no matter where  

we are. And we are strong together.  – Jon Braslaw

BULLETIN                                               Temple Sinai Oakland   SUMMER 2021  /  ISSUE 149  /  OAKLANDSINAI.ORG



oaklandsinai.org  n   5

WORSHIP

A Vision for the Future
RABBI DANIEL FREEDMAN

Outside my window, I hear the wind howling and I see a layer of fog settling in as day turns to night. For the  
Bay Area, this distinct weather pattern is a sign that summer has arrived. Nature has its own ways of telling us 
when it is time to transition. 

People can also inform us when it is time for a change, we just need to listen. In my short time at Temple Sinai,  
I have had the privilege to hear from many families in recent months during our listening campaign. I was inspired 
by how passionately our families spoke about the Jewish upbringing of their children and their own desires to 
engage with Jewish life. While there were plenty of contrasting viewpoints, there was overwhelming consensus in 
some areas. 

Together with our families, teachers, education committee and senior staff, we have compiled a mission 
and vision for the education of our youth to keep us moving forward. I am proud to share this mission and vision with our 
community, and to ask for your support. 

Our mission at Temple Sinai Religious school is threefold:

Supporting Jewish families, building inclusive community and providing Jewish life experience is not a small task. This 
important work is already underway. However, placing our collective goals front and center gives us the chance to work 
together in a more aligned and mission-driven way.  

Our mission is ambitious. A quote from Rabbi Tarfon in the Mishnah reminds me how to approach this important yet challenging 
work: “It is not our duty to complete the work, nor may we desist from it.” We need our entire community to help fulfill our 
mission. We need parents to be active participants in their children’s learning and Jewish living, both within and beyond the 
congregation. We also need community members who have a desire to shape Jewish identities, to build community and 
drive Jewish life experience for our youth and their families. Having support from our entire community will bring us closer to 
realizing our mission and vision.

If you felt excited as you read any part of our new mission and values, I would love to have a conversation with you about ways 
you can get involved. One meaningful way to do so is to become a teacher for the 2022-2023 program year. Whether you yourself 
have any interest or you know someone who you think would be great, I would be happy to speak with you. In addition to 
teaching, there are other ways you can support our mission and vision. Please reach out to me at rabbifreedman@oaklandsinai.
org so we can find a time to talk. I look forward to partnering with everyone to do this important work!

 

 

FROM OUR CLERGY

1.  
Support children 

and families in 
strengthening their 

Jewish identities 

2. 
Build  

inclusive Jewish 
community

3. 
Provide Jewish  

life experience for 
our children and 

families

If we can achieve our mission, our vision for the future is:
Temple Sinai Religious School will create a foundation for children to articulate their own relationship with  

Judaism, and to continue to seek out Jewish life and apply their Judaism to their conduct and choices in the world. 
Families will enhance their bonds with each other and the Jewish community.
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Welcome Rabbi Bressler
Temple Sinai is pleased to welcome Rabbi Julie Bressler to our Senior Staff team starting in August as 

Associate Rabbi and Educator. Rabbi Bressler is an East Bay native who grew up at Temple Isaiah; she  
has also worked at Camp Newman and at the East Bay Federation. Though she was already well-known in the 
Bay Area Reform Jewish community, Temple Sinai first met Rabbi Bressler during our Educator search a little 
over three years ago. While Temple Sinai was not a match for Rabbi Bressler’s career trajectory at the time, the 
Search Committee and senior staff team were enormously impressed with her. Rabbi Bressler spent the past 
three years as the Assistant Rabbi at Temple Beth Shalom in Needham, Massachusetts. 

Hiring Rabbi Bressler as Associate Rabbi and Educator completes a change in organizational structure that 
Temple Sinai has been working toward for the last several years. In addition to our full-time Senior Rabbi,  

Rabbi Mates-Muchin, we now have two Rabbi Educators, each of whom will divide their time between educational duties 
(Rabbi Freedman with responsibility for our K-6 Religious School, and Rabbi Bressler with responsibility for our Youth  
Program) and clergy duties including leading our community in holiday and Shabbat services, lifecycle events, ritual and 
prayer. We are excited for this structural change, which we believe will better support the needs of our dynamic and evolving 
congregation. 

Here is a message from Rabbi Bressler: 

Hi Temple Sinai Community! I am so excited to join you all as your next Associate Rabbi and Educator this August.  

As a Bay Area native, I cannot wait to be a hometown fan again and return to the place where I grew up and discovered 

my love for Judaism. When I visited Temple Sinai, I was so impressed by the warm and welcoming community, 

innovative educational programs, and creative staff and clergy. I look forward to being with you for significant life 

moments, experiencing Jewish holidays together, and connecting with the teen community through new engagement 

opportunities. While I am familiar with the Bay Area, please let me know all of your favorite recommendations as I return 

to the area after a decade’s absence!

Please join us as we welcome Rabbi Bressler to our community!
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Jewish Leadership
CARLOTA BUADA, ETZIM TEACHER, TEMPLE SINAI DAVID PREGERSON PRESCHOOL

I’m an early childhood educator at Temple Sinai Preschool in Oakland, California. This has been my fourth 
year working as a Jewish educator. At my job I have found a community that has taken me in and embraced 
me completely. Many of my personal values align with Jewish values, becoming a Jewish educator has been 
such a joyful and rewarding process that has allowed me to grow. I have always believed that being an early 
childhood educator is an act of social justice because one has the privilege to impact the minds and hearts of 
future generations. In my role as a Jewish educator and leader in the classroom I aspire to incorporate aspects of 
Teshuva, Brit, and Tikkun Olam with my students, families, and coworkers. 

As a lead teacher in the classroom, I have an opportunity to practice Teshuva (repentance) by being vulnerable 
with my coworkers and being accountable for my mistakes and actions. A leader doesn’t have to be perfect,  

in fact, a good leader becomes wiser by learning from their mistakes and showing others that they are human. As a lead teacher 
I may have good intentions in doing things a certain way, but when my coworkers disagree with me, I have a duty to create a 
safe space where we can communicate with each other. My intention is to do my best to make sure my coworkers feel seen  
and respected. When we work together, we can come up with creative solutions to our disagreements and move forward 
together as a team. 

At the beginning of the school year, we create a team Brit (covenant). I lead conversations with my 
colleagues about our goals and values as educators. We incorporate at least one important value 
from each team member. This year, this is what our Brit became, “In Etzim, we believe in creating 
a safe, loving community that values a strength-based approach. We practice mutual respect and 
are intentional in guiding and supporting each child to be their best self. We will do this by using the 
Jewish values as a foundation.” We wrote this down and made it into an art piece and hung it in the 
classroom. I find this process of creating a Brit with my team essential because it sets the tone and 
expectations for the school year.

As an Early Childhood Educator, I view Tikkun Olam (repairing the world) from a social justice 
perspective. From a young age, as an undocumented immigrate in the U.S., I grew up with 
discrimination, injustice, and fear. I grew up in a society that mistreated me and people from my 
community, describing us as illegal, aliens, wetbacks, and criminals. I know how 
it feels to be the outsider that does not belong and is neither seen nor accepted 
for who they are. I’m a passionate early childhood educator because it gives 
me the opportunity to have a positive effect in young children by guiding them 
toward being more compassionate, fair human beings that will be leading future 
generations. I want to take an active part in creating a society that is more 
equitable and just. I want to bring voices that are not being heard, communities 
that are not being represented, and perspectives that open our minds into 
the classroom. Children are small humans that can be taught to stand up for 
themselves and for others in their community. Using the Jewish values to guide 
children allows me to practice Tikkun Olam in the classroom. 

All of these Jewish leadership attributes are important for me to practice as an 
educator because it has a positive ripple effect with my colleagues, families, and students. 
When they feel I’m taking the time to be intentional with my interactions, and they match 
the values of the program, it creates trust and community. One 
way I’m planning to continue my journey in learning more about 
Jewish leadership is by completing this master’s program at AJU. 
I have become the first in my family to attend a master’s program 
and, more importantly, I have been feeling more confident 
and prepared to be the educator I have been working towards 
becoming that will make a positive impact in my community.

DAVID PREGERSON PRESCHOOL
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MEMBERSHIP

Dear Friends,

Shalom. I hope this letter finds you well as we navigate our topsy-turvy world. With so many difficult issues in our path, 
it is important that we have places of refuge, calm ports in a storm. Temple Sinai has been one of those places for so 
many of us. And although the last two plus years have created some distance and pulled at the fabric of our community, 
Temple Sinai can continue to be that place as we move forward.  

There is much work to be done. As we take steps into post-pandemic life, we take joy in resuming some of the things we 
have missed during COVID, especially the sense of community and place that temple has long provided. Our leadership 
and staff must reinforce the unique value of being part of this community and how Temple Sinai elevates and enriches 
our lives.  

We have planned for that work. Our strategic plan, nearing completion and introduction to the community, focuses on 
a variety of elements of our community and congregational life. The plan includes a focus on:

• Promoting greater congregant engagement through a “congregational covenant”

• Continuing to cultivate a diverse core of lay congregational leaders

• Better engaging and integrating the preschool and religious school families into temple life

• Developing programming specifically tailored to the needs of interfaith households

• Broadening the discussion about the content and accessibility of worship services

• Ensuring that tikkun olam is at the heart of all programming, worship, and congregational life

• Committing to diversity, equity, and inclusion as a part of everything the Temple does  

• Making certain we provide opportunities for lifelong education

• Improving communications to enhance congregant access and understanding 

We are excited to come together to make this vision of a reality.  

Membership contributions are our largest source of revenue. Your membership contribution enables us to continue in 
our efforts as we strive to meet the diverse needs of our community. Today, I ask you to affirm your commitment to 
our community through your membership renewal for 2022 – 2023.  For the coming year, the sustaining level — the 
average amount needed from all member households — begins at $3,750. This amount enables us to cover our ongoing 
operations expenses. For those of us able to contribute at a higher level, Tzedakah membership begins at $5,000.  

We are committed to serving all who seek to be members of the Temple Sinai community regardless of individual 
financial circumstances. Generous support from our major donors helps make that a reality. I ask that you give as 
generously as you can to strengthen our community and keep our temple going strong.   

L’Shalom,

Jon Braslaw
Congregational President
Temple Sinai
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War is Raging
RABBI STEVEN CHESTER, RABBI EMERITUS 

As I write this article, war is waging both in Europe and the United States. The war raging in Europe is between 
Russia and Ukraine. The war raging in the United States is between those who support Roe v. Wade and those 
who oppose it. 

I vividly remember the pre Roe v. Wade period and to think we may return to those days frightens me. I write 
about those days in my memoirs and wish to share this entry with you.

ABORTION COUNSELING: From the fall of 1971 until the passing of Roe v. Wade on January 22, 1973, I was 
a member of the national movement, Clergy Consultation on Abortion. We were clergy from various liberal 
religious traditions who would help women to obtain legal abortions in New York, the only state in the U.S. 
where abortion was legal at that time. We were trained in what to say and do in our initial meeting with the 

woman seeking an abortion. Part of our job was to make sure that the woman really wanted to have the procedure. We were 
told by our trainers to ask five questions: “Are you certain you want to have an abortion? Perhaps you want to marry the man 
who impregnated you (most of these women weren’t married)? Perhaps you want to carry the baby to term and keep it? 
Perhaps you would like to carry to term and give the child up for adoption? Have you considered suicide?” We were told to ask 
this last question because many people who believe that they have no exit from a very difficult situation might contemplate 
suicide. This was especially true of young women 16 and under who by New York law had to tell their parents that they were 
pregnant, and their parents had to give permission for the abortion. Finally, we told them they needed to come back for a 
post-abortion appointment so we could make sure they were all right emotionally. Most of them, but not all, returned for the 
follow-up meeting. There were five of us doing this, and my day was Tuesday. Over the period of a year and half, I met with 
approximately 15 women. After asking the above questions, if the woman wanted an abortion, we would help her make an 
appointment with the clinic in New York, and if she did not know how to make plane reservations, we would help her do that. If 
she were 16 or under, we would give her and her parents the number of the clinic. Unfortunately, we had no funds to help these 
women financially. 

One woman sticks out in my mind and her situation shows how valuable legal abortion is and why I ardently joined forces 
with the pro-choice organizations in our society. A young single woman in her mid-twenties came to see me. We discussed her 
situation and after answering the questions, she stated that she still desired to have an abortion. She then informed me she had 
no money to get to New York, nor to pay for the procedure. I told her I had no funds to help her. She left the office crying. A few 
months later, downtown, I saw her, and asked how she was and what she did. She told me she rented a hotel room and aborted 
using a coat hanger. I was shocked and angry — not at her but at the system. She was lucky that she was healthy after “the 
procedure.” If those who wish to make abortion illegal succeed, we will be returning to the Middle Ages.

Yes, the young lady I wrote about in my memoirs survived. If Roe v. Wade is overturned by the Supreme Court, how many 
will not be so fortunate as she was? How many will die by coat hanger? How many will be maimed for life? Do those in favor 
of overturning freedom of choice, who wish to take away a woman’s control of her body, who wish to make a coat hanger 
a weapon of death really care? I think not. Freedom of choice is not part of their vocabulary, is not part their concerns or 
thoughts. For them, coat hangers are to hang up their clothes. Because of them, coat hangers will become weapons of death. 

COMMENTARY
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Social Action at Work
Feeding the Hungry

The Talmud tells us that feeding the hungry is one of our most important 
responsibilities: 

“When you are asked in the world to come, ‘What was your 

work?’ and you answer: ‘I fed the hungry,’ you will be told: 

‘This is the gate of the Lord, enter into it, you who have fed the 

hungry’” (Midrash to Psalm 118:17)

The evening food pantry at the Telegraph Community Ministry Center, 
staffed by Temple Sinai volunteers, has been operating since 2018. Allyce 
Kimerling, who volunteered at the Alameda County Community Food Bank 
helpline and the Monday meals program at First Presbyterian Church, 
learned that there were no Wednesday evening food pantries in Oakland or 
Berkeley for families who needed supplemental food assistance but couldn’t 
visit existing pantries when they were open. The Center, in North Oakland, 
has a daytime pantry two days a week, and was happy to host an evening 
pantry if we could staff it. Teri Bleckner made the original connection, and 
Allyce ran with it — creating flyers in English, Spanish and several other 
languages, and recruiting volunteers. Originally open only twice a month, 
the need for the pantry increased during the early months of the pandemic 
and continues with the more recent steep rise in cost of living. 
Open each Wednesday from 5:30 to 7:00 pm, the evening 

pantry now serves 25-40 very grateful 
families each week, representing 100 to 
150 people.

Todah rabah to Allyce for her hard work 
and dedication to the pantry, and for her 
long history of social action at Temple 
Sinai. Although she has moved out of 
the area, she continues to offer advice to 
support the food pantry, which is now 
coordinated by Anna Levine. 

More volunteers are needed. It’s an 
easy mitzvah to do. The work, from 5 
to 7:30 PM on Wednesday evenings, 

involves signing in clients, setting out 
and handing out items, putting items 
away, and light clean-up at the end. 
Volunteers and clients wear masks. Teens 
are welcome, as are older children with 
their parents. Sign up for one or more 
slots at https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10c094da8aa2aa5f58-temple

COMMUNITY
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Allyce Kimerling outside the Telegraph Food Pantry

 

 

 

Despensa de Alimentos 

Gratis 

 

Cada miércoles 

5:30 p.m. hasta 7:00 p.m. 

En Telegraph Baptist Center 

5316 Telegraph Avenue, Oakland 

 

Favor de traer sus propias bolsas o carrito  

para su comida 

Cerca de AC Transit autobuses 6 y 12     

Accesible para sillas de ruedas 

 Para más información, llame o envíe un mensaje de texto a (510) 435-1270. 

Patrocinado por Telegraph Community Ministry Center, Temple Sinaí y  

Alameda County Community Food Bank. 
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A Chinatown Success

Last fall, the Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Commerce conducted a campaign to install security cameras throughout the 
neighborhood to counteract crime and encourage members of the AAPI community to feel safe and venture out to patronize 
local businesses. Thanks to contributions from Social Action, Rabbi Mates-Muchin, Brotherhood, Women of Temple Sinai and 
individual temple members, Temple Sinai was able to donate the cost of cameras for an entire Chinatown intersection. The 
footage from the cameras is used only if an incident occurs. The cameras serve as a deterrent, and we are pleased to report that, 
on at least one occasion, they have led to an arrest.

A Continued Partnership with First Presbyterian Church

Temple Sinai’s partnership with the meals program at First Presbyterian Church is nothing new. Recently, one of the church 
members discovered in their archives a report of a well-received 1936 sermon exchange between their minister, Dr. Baird, and 
Rabbi Stern of Temple Sinai. 

Civic Engagement – Every Voice, Every Vote

In collaboration with the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism (the RAC) and the nonpartisan Center for Common Ground, 
Temple Sinai continues to engage in a nationwide effort to ensure that all citizens know how to exercise their right to vote and 
use it. The campaign targets voters where turnout has traditionally been low and that are subject to new laws that make voting 
more challenging. As of May, Sinai volunteers completed and sent nearly 4000 postcards to Black voters in Texas and Alabama 
in advance of primaries in those states. Watch the enews or sign up for the Social Action email list at SinaiSocialAction@
OaklandSinai.org for information about postcard, phonebank and text campaigns for the November mid-term elections.

COMMUNITY

Richard Hart 
harvested citrus from 
temple members’ 
yards for distribution 
at the Telegraph 
Pantry.

Jessica Chen, Executive Director of the  
Oakland Chinatown Chamber of Commerce with 
Rabbi Mates-Muchin, Helen Smiler and Teri Bleckner

A sermon swap 
between Temple Sinai 
and First Presbyterian 
Church noted in a 
history of the church.
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 People of the Book Literacy Project

Words Matter
I would like to share Greenleaf’s deep appreciation for People 

of the Book Literacy Project’s tutoring program and its positive 

impact on the wellbeing of our scholars. For years, the time 

and dedication of the tutors has significantly increased the 

motivation and love of reading in our most needy students. 

A reading tutor is not just a friendly face showing up, but a 

partner invested in our community complimenting Greenleaf’s 

academic expectations through trust and warm relationships 

with our staff, parents and students. We are grateful to all our 

tutors and program coordinators who continue making this 

program a vehicle of success for our neediest. 

- Rodolfo Perez, Greenleaf TK-8’s Family Engagement Coordinator

As these words demonstrate, People of the Book Literacy Project 
is helping children learn to love reading despite the continuing 
challenges presented by Covid. Some resourceful volunteers 
have found creative ways to tutor online, while a few have 
tutored in person.   

Those tutors who have worked with the same students for 
several years develop caring relationships with them and their 
families.  Here is tutor Geoff Kotin, who with his wife took two 
Greenleaf students to the Academy of Sciences this spring:

“Once we got to the Academy, Josue really hit 

the ground running, showing great interest in 

the creatures on display and asking lots of good 

questions. He proudly read some of the signage that 

describes the displays. By the afternoon Nydia was 

doing the same. I’m glad we were able to give Nydia 

and Josue this opportunity, and I hope that it sparked 

new interests in science and the environment.”

We are grateful for our tutors’ commitment and hard work, and look forward to returning to our partner schools in the fall.

COMMUNITY
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Geoff and Barbara Kotin’s visit to the Academy of Sciences during 
spring break with students. Geoff tutors at Greenleaf School.
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Greenleaf student with Adopt 
a Family book

School-wide book giveaway 
at International Community 
School

Our literacy project does many other things besides tutoring:

• Our Adopt a Family Program brought holiday cheer to Greenleaf, donating over $15,000 in Target gift cards and 250 
beautiful books to over 60 families.  (Some of the gift cards are used throughout the year for urgent family needs.)

• We donated 6 cartons of hardbound and paperback books to families at Bella Vista Elementary School this spring.

• Also this spring, we brought local author Mượn Thị Văn to Bella Vista.  She spoke to K-2nd graders about two of her books — 
an in-person visit that had been postponed several times due to the pandemic!

• In April, we delivered beautiful new paperbacks for a school-wide book giveaway at International Community School.  
Although we are still unable to collect books in our book bins at Temple (but hope to resume soon), we were very fortunate 
to benefit from Redwood Day School’s Book Fair fundraiser, which produced a gift certificate for over $2000 to purchase 
books from Books, Inc.  

We also have received generous gifts of funds from friends in our congregation, and we use these for giveaway books for high-
needs students at our partner schools, author visits, and grants to public school libraries.  Thank you for these, and please 
continue to donate!

If you have questions, please contact either Judy Zollman (readerjz@gmail.com) or Jean Stein (jean@steinfamily.com).  
Thank you!

Barbara Kotin with students (and penguins) 
from Greenleaf School
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Women of Temple Sinai

Love for WTS!
Ask any member of Women of Temple Sinai and they will tell you 
that WTS is the jewel of Temple Sinai’s crown and has served to 
brighten their lives immensely during these trying times. 

How do they love this organization? Let us count the ways!

• Many of us (all of us!) longed for social connection during 
Covid. WTS provided that with their creative programming on Zoom so that there was 
always something great to look forward to.

• Some who were not active in WTS before this period (perhaps a bit shy) discovered during 
the pandemic that the organization consists of kind, warm and welcoming members who 
were thrilled to meet them, albeit virtually.

• Some women do not drive at night, and several of the hybrid meetings (most likely a 
continuing feature) solved this dilemma.

• TWENTY-TWO MORE REASONS: The programming! 22 great events! Our programming has 
been so fulfilling and creative that one of our terrific membership chairs, Danielle Schanz, 
will be speaking at a Northern California Area Sisterhood Event to those whose Sisterhoods had difficulty creating viable 
programs during the pandemic.

• Our 22 programs have been both recurring each year and non-recurring, ranging from in-person to Zoom, both large  
(70 people) and intimate (8). And the variety is dizzying, including:

• An exciting Opening Event, Hanukkah Party, Torah Study, Shabbat Workshop and Corresponding Service, WTS Seder, 
Flower Arranging, Movie Discussions, Financial Education, Writing Workshops, Leonard Cohen Studies, Nutrition, Social 
Dancing, Vashti’s Den (Dinner! Dancing! Real Drinking!), Cookbook Author Presentation, Gardening, Bird Watching,  
Mother-Daughter Dinner, Oakland Zoo visit, and much more to come!!!

• AND, WAIT FOR IT! Almost unbelievably, all this glorious fun was profitable! Our Treasurer, Kate Lucas, reports that 
donations and interest exceeded our goal due to increases in membership, (and also Chai and Israel Bond interest) and 
extra program donations generously given by members. Fundraisers also increased our budget.

• As a result of our excess income, our donations increased over budget to Third Party organizations, including a school in 
South Africa, WRJ YES fund, and Shalom Bayit.

We are so proud of WTS! We hope all of the above entices you to join us. We can’t wait to meet you!

WTS members enjoyed a  
visit to Oakland Zoo in May.

Thank You to the Shabbat Minyan! 
As we come back together as a community, we want to express our thanks to the  
many people and committees who were instrumental in keeping us all connected.  
A special thank you to the Shabbat Minyan leadership: Dan Fendel, Matti Fromson, 
Steve Goldstein, Bob Knoll, Jan Taksa and Lora Thielbar, for ensuring that we had 
Saturday morning worship services for the whole community once a month, for 
continuing the tradition of offering special birthday and anniversary blessings  
during those Saturday services, and for being flexible as we worked to navigate the 
difficulties. Thank you for your leadership and for keeping our community together. 

The next Shabbat Minyan service is on June 11th at 10:30am. The service is entirely lay 
led. Come pray with us in person or over Zoom. Look for the link in the weekly eNews!
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Fine Arts Committee

Return of the Arts
While the Fine Arts Committee has curtailed much of our programming over the last couple of years, we have not been entirely 
dormant. We particularly want to thank all of you who called every Sinai family with a Passover greeting. It is these little things 
that allow us to retain our sense of community.

Emerging from the wilderness, we have ambitious plans for the coming year. In addition to bringing back some of our 
customary programs, such as

• poetry readings
• blood drives
• congregation-wide phone greetings at Rosh HaShana and Pesach
• a shofar class, and
• the Poets of Tin Pan Alley sing-along (this year’s theme Tin Pan Alley Hits the Road: Songs of Travel and Adventure),

We intend to

•   bring back the company that produced the play True Colors to present another of their plays,
•   invite a couple of authors to read from their books,
•   conduct tours of the organ loft throughout the year — this with the cooperation of the Pipe Organ Restoration Committee 

(PORC) — just e-mail Phil Rubin (engage@oaklandsinai.org) to schedule  yours.
•   present a series of  classes for those of you who wish to learn the Songs of Shabbat, and
•   introduce a new community-wide Sukkot program, “Dwell: A Sukkot Experiment.” Let’s try something different this year 

and really embrace the most joyous of Jewish holidays. “Dwell: A Sukkot Experiment” will recruit congregants to host an 
event in their home (and sukkah, if they have one) during the week of Sukkot. It’s kind of like Pop-Up Shabbat, but for 
Sukkot. This summer a sukkah raising and Sukkot 101 class will demystify the holiday and prepare us to fully celebrate the 
“season of our joy.”

Temple Sinai’s Children of Holocaust Survivors Group
JOANN TUCKER PHILIPS 

With our personal connection to the Holocaust, the Temple Sinai Second 
Generation (2G) group commemorated Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, together with Temple Beth Abraham and Beth Jacob Congregation on April 
27th. Through a Zoom presentation, we shared family photos and stories of the 
Shoah with our fellow congregants and the greater community. In sharing these 
memories, we all become collective witnesses to this dark history.

When Sabina Cohen moved to Oakland from Minneapolis and joined Temple 
Sinai, she brought with her the collective experience and insight of her second 
generation community in the Twin cities and established our Temple Sinai second generation group. The group consists of 
members whose parents, grandparents, or extended family members were victims of the Holocaust, whether they were in 
concentration camps, were hidden children, became refugees to other countries (like China or the Philippines) or suffered 
other traumas due to persecution based on their Jewish faith.

As a group, we share and support our collective memories and upbringing, based on similar characteristics passed down 
from our survivor parents and families. Our discussions are always meaningful, lively, and caring, usually accompanied 
by delicious meals sometimes based on old family recipes. We have become more than a support group, more like good 
friends, a testament to Jewish resilience.
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Todah rabah! Thank you very much to the following who provided contributions to Temple Sinai. These donations were recorded 
between November 1, 2021 and May 10, 2022. For corrections or additions to this list, please contact rhonda@oaklandsinai.org 
(510) 451-3263 x303.

Annual Giving Campaign
Liz Alpert
Anonymous
Robert and Ellen Ansel
Elaine Binger
Karen Bowen
Arnie and Joyce Brown
Richard Burge and Shelley Gordon
Linda Burnett and Rabbi Adar

in honor of Fred Isaac and Robin Reiner 
Charles Chapman and Annette Smith
Michael Charlson and Susan Austin
John Citron and Felicia Liu
Janis Clark

in memory of Gilbert and Layah Golden 
Aron Cramer and Berit Ashla
Glen Dahlbacka and Rena Rickles
Liz and Mark Daoust
Lowell and Helen Dittmer
Steve Douglas and Melissa Heller
John Dresslar and Erika Wodinsky 
Robin Dubner and Shelley Samuels
John Ehrlich
Jessica and Michael Eiselman
Douglas and Lori Elefant
Nadyne Epstein
Paul Epstein and Jennifer Traub
Jon and Jenny Ettinger

in honor of all the clergy at Temple Sinai 
Bob and Flora Feldman
Claudia Felson
Dan and Nina Fendel
Robin Flagg and Jon Braslaw
Lindy Foorman
Harvey and Deana Freedman
Paul Friedman
Sue Getreuer
Alan and Renee Goldhammer

in honor of Ruby and Ezra Trost-
Goldhammer 

Beth Goldberg
in appreciation of Judy Stern 

Sandy Goldberg
Annie Goldsmith
Deborah Goldsmith
Steve Goldstein and Pat Livingston
Lynn Greenberg and Michael Rothschild
Cecille Gunst
Steve and Andrea Hasegawa
Herb Holman and Leslie Paine
Bruce and Jackie Horwitz
Lois Horwitz
Kenneth and Eileen Housfeld
Eileen Ingenthron
Fred Isaac and Robin Reiner
David Jackson
Eliot and Philippa Jubelirer
Linda Kamby and Paul Weir
David and Lisa Kaplan
Fred Karren
Michael Kent and Becky Rozen
Frederic and Sara Kerrest
Cantor Ilene Keys and David Bobrowsky
Tom and Sara Klein
Larry and Barbara Kluger

Sarah and Boris Korsunsky
in appreciation of Temple Sinai Preschool 

Rich Kramer and Renata Bodon
Gloria Kresch
Pat Kurzman
Richard and CeCe Langs

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and  
Judith Broude 

Robert Lettieri and Judith Stern
Joel Markowitz and Susan Krowley-
Markowitz
Layne Martin and Jennifer Bomze
Jonathan and Rabbi Jacqueline Mates-
Muchin

in appreciation of Temple Sinai staff 
Carol Muchin
Robin Nagel

Richard Nagler and Sheila Sosnow
Joan Natkin
Neal Parish and Carla Koren
Geoff Piller and Karen Tiedemann
The Rockridge Fund at the East Bay 
Community Foundation
Jon Rosenson and Rebecca Lueck
Mary Triest and Chuck Ross
Stan Ross
Phil Rubin and Laurie Leiber
Joel Sanders and Carol Bieri
Mikey Sands and Carolyn Hoppe
Jeff and Vivian Saper
Bart Schenone
Michelle Siegel
Jeff Simon and Dana Cohen
Wendy Simon
Valerie Sopher

in memory of Pearl Wolffs 
Art and Liz Spander
Dick and Jan Stephenson
Roslyn Tunis

in appreciation of Temple Sinai’s 
remarkable leaders and community 

Maxine Turret
Claire Wahrhaftig
Josh and Lori Waltzer
Joan Waranoff 
Madeline Weinstein and Eric Craven 
Stan and Ibi Winterman
Phil Witte and Rebecca Schnier 
Bing and Shari Yu 
Rita Zwerdling

Board Donation
John Ehrlich and Sandy Giachino

in appreciation of Teacher bonus 
Josh and Lori Waltzer

Cantor Keys Music Fund
David, Ezra and Emmet Burk

in memory of Rebekah Kaplan —  
with thanks to Cantor Keys for her 
beautiful and holy voice. 

GIVING
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WORSHIPJanet Cohn
in appreciation of Cantor Keys for the 
unveiling of Simon Cohn’s headstone 

Ann M Danen
in celebration of Ann Danen’s Conversion, 
January 6, 2022 

Leland and Celia Douglas
in memory of Ron Douglas 

Ethan Estep and Family
in appreciation of Cantor Keys 

Bob and Flora Feldman 
Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
The Goldhammer Family

in memory of Rose Goldhammer 
Resa Gordon

in honor of Cantor Keys 
Barry Gross

in appreciation of Cantor Keys for singing 
in the rain at Barbara Gross’s unveiling 

Herb Holman and Leslie Paine
in memory of Abe Holman 

Larry Kluger
in memory of Harry Kluger 

Hanna Levenson
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Levi Family
in appreciation of Cantor Keys and her 
beautiful music, which my mom has 
always adored. 

Deena Levine-Lipsett and Michael Lipsett
in memory of Hillel Benjamin Levine 

Annette Lipkin
Linsey and Brett Morrison

on the occasion of Josh and  
Rachel Morrison’s B’nei Mitzvah 

Julia Kaplan
in memory of Louis Roitblat 

Maxine Turret
in honor of the Birthday of Kathy Mill 

Victor R. “Rick” Felson
in blessed memory of Ada Felson 

Caring Community Fund
Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Fine Arts Fund
Nadyne Epstein

in memory of Doris Leiber 
 

Aileen Frankel
in memory of Carol Sideman 

General Scholarship Fund
Marc and Cherie Hallert

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Hanukkah Homecoming
Ellen and Robert Ansel
Sabina and Andrew Cohen
Josh Jacobs
Sara and Tom Klein 
CeCe and Richard Langs
Linda Meldman
Barbara L. Morrison
Sherri Richards
Sanford-Eckhaus Family
The Saper family
Sinton-Clark Family
Sloane Law Family
Dina Rae Wolkoff
Shana Zatinsky
Erik Zwerling

Joe Remcho Fund for Preschool 
Scholarships
Anonymous
Jonathan and Erika Bornstein
Sally and Andrew Chapin
Josh Gould and Michelle van Tijen
Arielle and Ben Hassid
Isaacs Family
Makenzie Means and Vance Tran
Preschool Parent Committee

in appreciation of Laura Rubenstein 
The Rubenstein Family

in memory of Joe Remcho 
Jill and Dan Saper
Allison and Andrew Stein
Juliette Wallack and Dave Metz
Emily Gische and Ben Nadler
The Kellys
Frederic and Sara Kerrest
Women of Temple Sinai
Jamie and Brooke Zimmerman

in appreciation of Rabbi Chester 
in memory of Mildred Levy 
in memory of Joey Robinow 
in memory of Mildred Schneidman 

Joellyn Weiss Memorial Fund   
URJ Camp Scholarships
Women of Temple Sinai

Legacy Giving
Estate of Amelia Lemmon
Estate of Muriel and Irv Schnayer

Library Fund
Moss and Renee Kardener

Lionel Benas Israel Scholarship Fund
The Benas Family

in celebration of Evelyn Benas 

Passover Donation
Mark Snyder and Dawn Kepler

People of the Book –  
Oakland Literacy Project
Jim Chanin and Rachel Richman

in memory of Supervisor Wilma Chan 
Charmian Cohen

in memory of Harold Cohen and  
Dr. Martin Cohen 

Bob and Flora Feldman
in honor of Judy Zollman 

Marty Glick and Judy Zollman
in memory of Marcy Bergman 
in memory of Sandy Cohn

Bob and Barbara Morrison
in memory of Michele Stone 

Judy and Joel Stettner
in memory of Sandy Cohn 

Gary Stower and Ellen Winter
Jack and Sandy Summerfield

in memory of Joey Robinow 

Preschool Fund
Anonymous
Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Cathy and Mark Glazier

in memory of Mildred Schneidman
Maslan Family

in memory of Sharon Maslan 
Wendy and Larry Perlmutter

in appreciation of Anita and Howard 
Backer’s kindness 

Peter Pervere and Georgia Cassel  
Jeff and Vivian Saper  
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Purim Donation
Sheryl and Nicholas Adam
Rebecca Astrachan and Ariel Bernstein
Lawrence and Betsy Block
Alison and Noah Blumberg
Aaron Braun and Tamar Lerner
Dikla and Matthew Dolev
Jennifer Esch and Soren Peterson
Anne and Nate Estep
Robin Flagg and Jon Braslaw
Catherine French and Samuel Gelfand  
Mirit Friedland and Kevin Berkowitz  
Jesse Friedman and Laura Sohn 
Deborah Goldsmith 
Margaret Goodwin
Fred Isaac and Robin Reiner
David and Laura Isaacs
Nancy Isaksen
Sam and Katie Jubelirer
Jordan and Ethan Kalm
Becca Katz and Darian Heyman
Michael Kotton and Michelle 
Schneiderman
Beth Leber
Anna Leddy and Devan Jaganath
Anna Levine and Andrew Rosenblum
Steph and Ben Lepow
Vladislav Luskin and Jessica Weiss
Linda Meldman
Adam and Deborah Miller
Rachel Naor and Fred Lien
Mats and Shana Olson
Jessie and Ethan Ornstein
Gretchen and Becky Peterson-Fisher
Emily Rosenthal and David Cowley  
Laura and Dan Rubenstein  
Sarah Sandford-Smith and Rudy Gonzalez 
Sari and Siddharth Sanghvi 
Jill and Dan Saper  
Lauren and Michael Seider 
Vera Shur
David Silver and Angela Aquino
Sonia Sinton-Clark and William Clark
Sierra and Steven Solomon 
Sara Stillman 
Adam and Cheo Tobin

Andreeia and Joshua Varon  
Mila Wichter 
Jocelyn Wiener and Will Evans
Alex and Elana Woodward 
Peter and Mishan Wroe 
Jeremy and Carolyn Zeitlin

Rabbi Chester Discretionary Fund
Jim Allison and Margaret Lindenstein
Aileen Frankel  
Michael and Holly Gardner

in memory of Herbert V. Mason 
in memory of Dr. Frank Rosenberg 
in memory of Phyllis Rosenberg 

Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Norm and Carole Robinow

Rabbi Chester Discretionary-Ukraine 
Relief Fund
Elliott and Rubi Abrams

on the occasion of Rabbi Chester’s 
mission to Poland for Ukraine relief 

Jennifer and Jason Alderman
David Alexander and Pauline Fox
Terry Pink Alexander and John Blaustein

in honor of Rabbi Chester 
Anonymous 
Anonymous

in appreciation of Rabbi Chester 
in memory of our grandparents 
in memory of My Russian/Ukrainian 
grandmother born in Odessa, emigrated 
to the US as a child 

Steve and Paula Arnold
Martin Aufhauser 
Ronald P. Bachman and Sue Bachman  
Elaine Bachrach

in memory of Frieda Mintz and  
Harry Horwitz, MD 

Anita and Howard Backer  
Mike and Linda Baker  
Al and Barbara Barza
Jenn Baughman
Estelle Baum
Ricki Sara Bennett
The Berenbergs
Mark and Jackie Berkman
Bill and Gail Berland

The Bessler Sobel Family
Betsy Bigelow-Teller

in memory of Sue and Jerry Teller 
Elaine Binger
Aviva and Michael Black
Deborah and Gregory Blackburn

in memory of Judith and Frank Swimmer 
Judy and Leon Bloomfield

in honor of Rabbi Chester 
Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston
The Bomze Martin family
Mark Bostick and Marna Mignone
Karen Bowen
Jennifer Bretan
Howard and Marvis Brodke
David and Carole Brodsly
Brotherhood
Joyce and Arnie Brown
Janet and Sheldon Brown
Brumer family

in memory of Harry Levine 
Cantor Fran Burgess
Paul and Ilene Chasin

in memory of our parents 
Adam Chester
Dennis, Beverly and Sam Chester
John Citron and Felicia Liu
Janis Golden Clark

in memory of Gilbert and Layah Golden 
Andrew and Sabina Cohen
Cohen family
Dana Cohen and Jeff Simon
Eva DiGrazia
Sharon Drager and Wyit Wright
Amanda Drexler
Mark and Maxine Drexler
Barry and Dori Dubin

in memory of Jonathan Obadia
Ron and Susan Edelman
Rich and Robin Edwards
Beth Eiselman

in celebration of my friends with April 
birthdays

Melissa Eisenberg
Lori and Doug Elefant
Ellis-Stucky Family
Elouise Epstein



WORSHIPGeorge and Janet Epstein
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester 

Jacob and Louise Epstein
in honor of Sydney Baker’s Bat Mitzvah 
in memory of Marc Topel 

Nadyne Epstein  
Brenda Eskenazi and Eric Lipsitt 
Donald Falk  
Myra and Jerry Feiger 
Rick, Adam, Blake, and the entire  
Felson Family

in memory of Janet Gordon—the best 
mother in law and Nana ever

Rick Felson Family
in memory of Don Felson and  
Murray Gordon

Dan and Nina Fendel
Fred Fink and June Cochran

in celebration of Eli, Nicholas, Benji and 
Caden, our four wonderful grandsons 

Neal Finkelstein and Rebecca Johnson
Stewart Florsheim and Judy Rosloff
Susan and Gary Forman  
Alan Fox and Diane Flynn
Gordon Fox and Lynne Belmont

in honor of Rabbi Chester 
Pauline Fox
Donald and Dava Freed
Harvey and Deana Freedman

in honor of Carl Grunfeld’s birthday 
Jennifer and Abe Friedman 
Paul Friedman 
Trine Gallegos 
Arlene Garfinkle

in memory of Jack Garfinkle 
Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon 
Tom Gold and Lucy Harris
The Goldberg-Safir Family

in honor of Irving Goldberg 
Sandy Goldberg
Mark Goldsmith

in memory of Frank Goldsmith 
Steve Goldstein and Pat Livingston
Ruben Gomez

in memory of Paul and Ida Gomez 
Lisa Goodman

in memory of Maurice Wolin 

Ann Gordon
in memory of Ronald Schonfeld 

Janet Gordon
Resa S. Gordon

in honor of the Ukrainian people fighting 
for their freedom and democracy

Shelley Gordon and Richard Burge
Leah Greenblat

in honor of all of Rabbi Chester’s help and 
support 

Lynn Greenberg and Michael Rothschild
Gary Greenfield and Reesa Tansey
Cecille Gunst
Alyssa and Dan Gusenoff
Handelsman Family
Marc and Cherie Hallert

in memory of Frances Greenberg
in memory of Jess Hallert 

The Halpern-Engler Family
in memory of our Ukrainian ancestors 

Denise and Elliott Handwerker
Carin and Terry Hird

on the occasion of all of Rabbi Chester’s 
good work 

Gil and Hallie Holtzman
Bruce and Jackie Horwitz
Ruth Hurvitz and Ann Bailey
Joe and Beth Hurwich
Carolyn Hutton
Eileen Ingenthron
The Isaksen Family  
David Ethan Jackson

in appreciation of Rabbi Chester’s  
mission to Ukraine 

Mark Jacobson and Ilona Frieden
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester 

Michael Jonath and Sylvie Mwila Jonath
Jorgensen/Bernstein Family
Donna and Edward Kaplan

in memory of Norman Morosohk 
Naomi Katz and Maya Katz Ali

in memory of my beloved grandmother 
Pepa, who attended university in Krakow, 
Poland. 

Jan and Randy Kessler
Allyce Kimerling and Frances Rotolo

in honor of Roz Kimerling 
Nancy Klehr

Mitchell Klein, Patricia Whaley, Liz Klein, 
Yoni Marshall, and Judah Marshall
Tom and Sara Klein
Cathy Kobel and Robert Altbaier

in memory of Janet Gordon 
Cindy Koenigsberg and Harry Patsch

in memory of Sallie and Elec Koenigsberg 
Barbara and Geoffrey Kotin and Family

in memory of our aunt Rose Tamler, who 
worked tirelessly to free Jews from the 
Soviet Union 

Terry and Suzan Kramer  
Susan Krauss and Linda Benson
Ted and Carole Krumland
Terry Kulka

in memory of Alexandra Kulka 
Pat Kurzman  
Kay Kushins Family  
CeCe and Richard Langs

in honor of The people of Ukraine 
Jon Leo and Rabbi Teri Appleby

in honor of Rabbi Chester 
Lerner Braun Family 
Jan Leuin and Martin Stone  
Levi Family 
Arnold and Mary Levine
Deena Levine-Lipsett and Michael Lipsett

in honor of Rabbi Chester — thank you for 
your action to assist Ukranian Jews 

Ilene Levinson and Rem van Tijen
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester 

Susan and Mike Levy
in honor of the B’nei Mitzvah of Rachel 
and Josh Morrison   

Ward P. Lindenmayer
in memory of Paxton and Julie Ackerman 

Wayne Lippman 
Nancy Lowenthal  
Steve and MaryJane Lowenthal  
Mark Lubin  
Kate Lucas and Adam Briones
Ellie and Alan Marks
Martin family
Drs. Judith and Jacob Mates
Mary Mazzocco
Sue and Ralph McKinnon
Susie Medak and Greg Murphy
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Gerald Michaels
in memory of Ruth and Alfred Michaels 

Jamie Miller and Richard Stayman
Jennifer L. Miller
Edie and Dick Mills

in memory of Jeanette and Jack Jeger 
Raymond and Sharon Modlin
Moore Family
Amber Moran Wannell
Nancy Morosohk

in memory of Norman and Anita 
Morosohk 

Brett and Linsey Morrison and Family
in honor of Rabbi Chester & his Ukraine 
efforts 

Bob and Barbara Morrison
Carol Muchin
Robin Nagel and family

in memory of Grandmother Yette Riva 
Guttmann, of Sniatin, Ukraine 

Gerry Nelson and Joanne Rocklin
Susie and Mickey Neuwelt

in celebration of Sandra Neuwelt’s 
Milestone Birthday 

Lisa Norris
Lori Onderwyzer and David Gold
Steven Oppenheimer

in celebration of Felix Carlier’s Bar 
Mitzvah 

Matt and Colleen Orfuss
Julie and Chuck Palley

in memory of Charles Fremder 
Pernet/Tevelson family
Bill and Jenny Perttula
Ron and Caroline Peters

in memory of the members of our family 
who perished in the Holocaust. 

Wendy and Fred Pomerantz
Marsha and Larry Rabkin
Deanne Raskin
Sherri Richards
Barbara and Joel Richmon
The Riseman/Schoen Family
Norm and Carole Robinow
Cindy Rogoway and Joe Goldberg
Miriam Rokeach and John Denvir

in memory of Mark Topel 

Lawrence and Helen Rosenberg
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester for his 
many years of service 

Molly and Seth Rosen
Susan Rosenthal and Howie Perlin

in memory of Katherine and Alfred 
Rosenthal and Charles and Trudy Perlin 

Barbara Ross
in memory of Grandmother Anna Zenner, 
born in Ukraine 

Stan Ross
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester for 
helping the people in Ukraine 

Dan and Laura Rubenstein
Ron and Erica Rubenstein
Phil Rubin and Laurie Leiber
Esther and Mark Rubke
Raine Rude
Jon and Marlene Sakol
The Sapper family

in memory of Frances Greenberg 
Jordyn and Hayden Sawle and family
Sydney Schimmel

in memory of Victor Schimmel 
Teri Schlesinger
  Anne Schmitz and Aaron Kaufmann
Sam Schuchat and Ilana DeBare
Michael Semler and Vicky Loel
Steve Shane and Sheryle Bolton

in appreciation of Rabbi Chester and the 
Rabbinic Delegation to Poland and the 
Ukrainian Boarder 

Sharon Silberman
Frank and Libby Silver
Wendy Simon

in memory of Jerry and Laurie  Goldstein 
Gary and Ellen Sirbu
Joyce and Tomm Smail
Helen Smiler and Marlene Johnson
Steve and Cindy Snow
Mark Snyder and Dawn Kepler
Todd Somers and Teresa Satue Gracia
Valerie Sopher  
John and Lois Solomon
Art and Liz Spander

in celebration of our 60th wedding 
anniversary 

Spiegelman Family

Joan Steber
Karen Sternstein
Sarah Royce

in honor of my Ukraine colleagues in 
public health 

Karen Tanner and Randy Perrin
in memory of all those we couldn’t help in 
the Holocaust 

Rebecca Thompson
Mary Triest and Charles Ross

in honor of Galyna Ganiak 
Tunis Family
Maxine Turret
Alexander G. van Broek

in memory of Cecil van Broek who made 
it through the war and to America. 

Audrey and David Wagman
The Waltzer Family
 Nick and Phyllis Waranoff
Jody and Philip Weverka
Stephen, Barbara, Emily, Julia and Ruth 
Whitgob
Sandra Wieder and Michael Goldstein
Philip Witte and Rebecca Schnier
Jamie Woolf
Dina Wolkoff
Shari and Bing Yu
Carol and Jim Zeitlin
Sidney and Sandra Zusman
Rita Zwerdling

on the occasion of the wedding 
anniversary of Joel Berger and  
Linda Zwerdling

Martin L. Zwerling

Rabbi Freedman Discretionary Fund
Anne and Nate Estep

on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of 
Ethan Estep 

Ethan Estep and Family
in honor of Rabbi Freedman’s first B’nei 
Mitzvah after ordination and joining 
Temple Sinai 

Ann Gordon
in celebration of Rabbi Freedman’s 
installation and his leadership of our 
religious school 

Resa Gordon
in honor of Rabbi Freedman 
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WORSHIPRabbi Giving Fund
Ann Gordon

in memory of Alexander Wick 
Resa Gordon

in honor of Rabbi Berlin 

Rabbi Mates-Muchin  
Discretionary Fund
Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 
in memory of Lily Sung 

Liyan Chen, Brian Solomon,  
and Kai Chen Solomon
Sharon and Bruce Epstein

in memory of Frances Greenberg 
Bob and Flora Feldman
Amy and Mort Friedkin

in memory of Frances Greenberg 
Herbert and Marianne Friedman

in memory of Frances Greenberg 
Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Barry Gross

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin for 
officiating at Barbara Gross’s unveiling 

Joanne Haase
in memory of Marilyn and Manfred Haase 

Florence Helzel
in memory of Frances Greenberg 

Herb Holman and Leslie Paine
in memory of Claire Bensusan 

Steven Horowitz and Rachel Koretsky
in honor of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 

Lois Horwitz
in memory of Frances Greenberg 

Randy and Jan Kessler
in memory of Frances Greenberg 

Larry and Barbara Kluger
in memory of Lila Kluger 

Moses and Susan Libitzky
in memory of Janet Gordon 

Linda Meldman
Sharon and Barry Millman

in memory of Joey Robinow 
Linsey and Brett Morrison

on the occasion of Rachel and  
Josh Morrison’s B’nai Mitzvah 

Carol Muchin
in memory of Libby Muchin 
in memory of Jerry Muchin, Helen Rosin 
and Alvin Muchin 

Burt Presberg
Norm and Carole Robinow

in memory of Frances Greenberg 
Bart Schenone

in memory of Gerald S. Margulies 
in memory of Norma Marguiles and 
Joseph Schenone 
in memory of Albeta Schenone 

Aaron Smargon and Yujun Wang
Michael Talkovsky

in memory of Frances Greenberg 
Helle Vistisen and David Berger  

Rabbi Regev Discretionary Fund
Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston

in memory of Lily Sung
Bob and Flora Feldman
Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Shelley Horwitz

Religious School Fund
Jack and Mitzi Olshansky

in memory of Dr. Arthur Stanten 
Rabbi Zach Shapiro

in honor of Rabbi Daniel Freedman 
Women of Temple Sinai

in honor of the marriage of Rabbi Daniel 
Freedman and Rabbi Liora Alban 

Religious School Scholarships
Women of Temple Sinai

Social Action/Anti-Hunger Fund
Abbie and Andrew Blackman Acosta

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Ron and Sue Bachman

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Nita and Alvin Barshefsky

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Carol and Peter Blackman

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Janis Clark

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Miranda J Dean
Jill and Martin Dodd

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Anne and Nate Estep

in appreciation of Rabbi Andi Berlin 
Bob and Flora Feldman 
Aileen Frankel

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
 

Julia Friedman and Kyle Rosen
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman  

Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Sandy Goldberg
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Robert and Shelley Hubner
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Neil and Denise Jacobson
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Moss and Renee Kardener
Gloria Kresch

in memory of Herman Kresch, Edward 
Kresch, and Ada Kresch 

Jan Leuin and Marty Stone
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Michael R. Mizel
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Mussar va’ad
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Ruth Phillips
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Sherri Richards
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Mary Triest and Chuck Ross
in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

David and Audrey Wagman
Andy Wolpert and Karen Marker

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 
Michelle van Tijen and Josh Gould

in memory of Jacob “Jake” Simon Lachman 

Special Education Fund
Aileen Frankel

in honor of Janet and George Epstein 

Where the Need Is Greatest Fund
Myles and Ida Abbott

in memory of Jake Simon Lachman 
Terry Pink Alexander
Anonymous

in honor of Rabbi Berlin 
Anonymous
Sue and Ron Bachman

in memory of Doris Lieber 
Mike and Linda Baker

in memory of Jacob Simon Lachman 
Marion Bar-Din
Bob Belzer and Jennifer Colosimo

in memory of Rose Belzer 
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The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Elaine Binger

in memory of Herman P. Binger 
Simon and Sofiya Blank

on the occasion of our 40 year 
anniversary of coming to America 
in memory of Ita Klebanova 

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston
in memory of Janet Gordon 
in memory of Crystel Steward 

Patricia Black
Anne Brandon

in memory of Dr. Sylvan Brandon 
Ronnie Caplane

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 
Regan and Christopher Chagal
Tammy Cohen and Barry Silverstein

in appreciation of Temple Sinai for being 
a welcoming environment for Allia and 
Kyle DeLand. 

Mark and Maxine Drexler  
Dori and Barry Dubin
in memory of Irene Obadia 
Robin and Rich Edwards

in memory of Jacob Lachman 
Paul Farrington and Mary Pezzuto

in memory of Rebekah Kaplan 
Aileen Frankel

in memory of Nat and Inge Frankel 
Wendy and Michelle Frankel

in memory of Sandy Cohn 
Jonathan Geiduschek

in memory of Skip and Sy Harris 
Theresa Gerritz

in honor of William Shelton 
Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon

in appreciation of Esther Saidman and 
David Thorne 

Terrie and Len Goren
in memory of Doris Leiber

Frances Greenberg
in memory of Aaron Greenberg 
in memory of Joey Robinow 
in memory of Carol Sideman 

Steve Herz and Andrea Gross
Donna Horwitz

in memory of Sid Horwitz 

Lois Horwitz
in memory of Janet Gordon 
in memory of Joey Robinow 

Kenneth and Eileen Housfeld
Fred Isaac and Robin Reiner

in memory of Irving Isaac 
Mark Jacobson and Ilona Frieden

in appreciation of Temple Sinai’s clergy 
Linda Kamby and Paul Weir

in memory of Michael Kamby 
Corinne and Seth Kaplan

in memory of David Shear 
Moss and Renee Kardener
Frederic and Sara Kerrest

in honor of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 
Allyce Kimerling and Frances Rotolo

in memory of Yvette Eichman 
Tom and Sara Klein
Barbara and Larry Kluger

in memory of Shirley Blumberg 
Gloria Kresch

in memory of Abe Haya 
in memory of Menashe Haya and  
Avner Haya 

Judith Lackritz
Barbara and Tom Leanse

in memory of Jerry Muchin 
Gregg Levy

in memory of LeAnn Bischoff 
Derek Ludwin

in memory of LeAnn Bischoff 
Brian McMenamin

in memory of Cantor David Unterman 
Charles Miller

in memory of Frank and Janice Miller and 
Isadore and Rose Miller and Sidney Miller 

Charles Miller, Marilyn Pepper, Donald 
Miller and Joanie Shicoff

in memory of Frank and Janice Miller and 
Isadore and Rose Miller and Sidney Miller 

Nancy R. Morosohk and Peter Dmytryk
in memory of Norman Morosohk 

Bob and Barbara Morrison
in memory of Eva Libitzky 
in memory of Marty Stillman 

Ben Nadler and Emily Gische
Daniel Paleg 

Claudia Reet
in memory of Marion Baer 
in memory of Albert B. Reet 

Katie and Amnon Rodan
in memory of Frances Greenberg 

Dick and Peg Roisman
in memory of Franklin Rockwell 

Alicia Sabuncuoglu
in honor of Aileen Frankel on her birthday

Barbara Schonfeld
in memory of Ronald W. Schonfeld 

William Seidel
Steve Shane and Sheryle Bolton
Wendy Simon

in appreciation of Geoff Piller’s class on 
Abraham Geiger and the Beginnings of  
Reform Judaism 

Nathan Stein
in memory of Laurel Stein 
Bryan Stucky and Jillian Ellis
David Thorne and Esther Saidman

in memory of Beverley Thorne 
Joseph Turner

in memory of Sergeant Dan Sakai, 
Oakland Police Department 

Valdez-Kaminsky Family
in memory of Ernesto and Dolores Valdez 

Women of Temple Sinai
Will Gold Memorial Fund
Bill and Gloria Levin

in honor of the milestone birthday of  
Lucy Harris 

Yesod
Jacob and Louise Epstein  
Marc and Cherie Hallert

in memory of Joey Robinow 
Lynne Lazarus and Andrew Shear
Joel and Barbara Richmon
Youth Scholarships
Bob and Flora Feldman  
Ronald and Caroline Peters

in memory of Joey Robinow 
Women of Temple Sinai
  
 



We Mourn the Loss of: 

We honor the passing of these members of our community.  
May their memories be a blessing. 
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Rebekah Kaplan
Wife of David Burk

Jacob Simon Lachman
Son of Lynn Simon and Daniel Lachman, 

stepson of Larry Ginsburg

Roz Dumesnil
Mother of Elisa Dumesnil 

William Stolze
Brother of Joan Waranoff

Jay Rosenthal
Father of Megan Rosenthal-Johnson and 

Emily Rosenthal 

Sandra (Sandy) Cohn
Congregant and  

Mother of J. and Michael Cohn 

Ronald Douglas
Uncle of Steve Douglas

Harriet Gilmore
Mother of Deborah Gilmore

Eva Reisman
Mother of Edie Reisman

LeAnn Grace Bischoff
Wife of Daniel Asimow

Doris Leiber
Mother of Laurie Leiber

Paul Libanti
Congregant

Louis Roitblat
Husband of Julia Kaplan

Marcy Bergman
Wife of David Durham

Kathy Wright
Sister of Wyit Wright

Alex Wick
Nephew of Leah Greenblat

Frances Greenberg
Partner of Donald Chaiken

Ernestine “Tina” Stevenson
Mother of Riva Bobrowsky

Janet Gordon
Mother of Claudia Felson and  

Shelley Gordon

Ronda Gibbs-Morrison
Mother of Calvin Gibbs

Jerry Magidoff
Father of Michele Magidoff

REMEMBRANCES

Welcome New Members 
Sam and Bethany Berrin, Jayden Berrin

Alison and Noah Blumberg,  
Leyna Blumberg

Zach and Becca Blume, Norah Blume

Riva and Kevin Bobrowsky, Anna DeWitt, 
Jacob Bobrowsky, and Ezra Bobrowsky

Jane Cameron

Rogelio Chapa

Anna and William Chapin,  
Leeza and David Chapin

Billy and Jess Deitch, Eleanor Deitch

Ellen Diamond

Shannon and Raul Easton-Carr, 
Benjamin Easton-Carr

Adam Foster and Rachel Weiner

Henry Freedland and Ryann Liebenthal, 
Asa Freedland

Elliot and Christina Goldwater,  
Austin, Dylan, and Beatrice Goldwater

Sara Guyer and Scott Straus, Sadie and 
Sol Straus

Yara and Anne Marks, Barrett 
Marks-Herman

Lisa Horowitz and Lucian Sweitzer, 
 Levi and Joyce Sweitzer

Meredith and Stefan Isaksen,  
Samuel, Larke Jane, and  
Esme Rae Isaksen

Elana Jacobs, Jonah Jacobs

Sara Lynne

J Marcellus and Ginna Brelsford,  
Raven Marcellus

Deborah and Nick Russell,  
Cordelia Russell

Adam and Robin Spiegelman,  
Noah, Eli, and Simon Spiegelman

David Stevens and Shannen Ferreira, 
Asher Stevens

Allison Tatarsky Berman and  
Josh Berman, Olivia Berman



PERIODICAL
First Hebrew 
Congregation
of Oakland 

Temple Sinai
2808 Summit Street
Oakland, CA 94609

(510) 451-3263
oaklandsinai.org

Please continue to check www.oaklandsinai.org/calendar for the most current calendar information or 
follow us on these social media platforms:

vimeo.com/oaklandsinai                           facebook.com/templesinai2808/live

Planning for this year’s in-person High Holy Days is already underway.

Look for more information coming soon! 
oaklandsinai.org and oaklandsinai-hhd.org

Shanah Tovah  
5783


