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Please join our community in celebration 
as we install our Rabbi Educator,

Rabbi Daniel Freedman
Friday, December 17 at 6:30pm 

during the
Shabbat Healing Service with the 

Adult Choir and the Mizmor Shir! Band

With Special Guest:  
Rabbi Zach Shapiro of Temple Akiba in Culver City, California, 

where Rabbi Freedman served as the rabbinic intern. 
Rabbi Shapiro remains a colleague, mentor, and friend to  

Rabbi Freedman and we look forward to his visit.

Join us in-person or virtually to celebrate this happy occasion together!

RSVP for Hanukkah Homecoming by November 29 at oaklandsinai.org/hanukkah-homecoming.
See details on back page.
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Looking Backward –  
Looking Forward
TERRIE GOREN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
I have had the pleasure of being Temple Sinai’s executive director for 2 ½ years now 
— and all but about six months of my tenure has been during the pandemic. If given 
the chance, I would likely have planned the trajectory of my first couple of years here 
differently. But as the saying goes, “[Wo]man plans, and God laughs.” 

Perhaps, the most important thing I have learned these past two years is that 
Temple Sinai is strong because of its committed membership. The commitment 
and concern that you have shown for each other and temple staff during this time 
has been deeply inspiring.

My heartfelt thanks to all of you who have volunteered your time, talents, and 
financial resources — all have helped keep Temple Sinai healthy, strong, and united. 
As a congregation we are fortunate that when there is a need, congregants come 
forward to answer the call. We are stronger for it. Thank you.

These past 2 ½ years have certainly provided many of us with an opportunity to reflect,  
learn and revisit our plans. It is amazing that within the chaos of the past two years, we 
congregants and staff have found many ways to connect, to delve into learning about 
Temple Sinai’s rich history, and to envision and build pathways to the future. 

We are now looking toward a year of growth — with a willingness to try new things, 
make exciting changes — to learn from our past as we evolve toward the future 
with inspiration — embracing the best of what we love about Temple Sinai and 
transitioning some aspects of how we operate to remain vibrant. 

2022 will be a year of planning for our capital and security needs. This fall we were 
awarded a security grant through California’s Office of Emergency Services (CAL 
OES) to enhance the security of our temple and temple community. Plans include 
installation of security glass, improvements in fencing, and additional interior 
security cameras. The plan will be carried out throughout 2022 - 2023. 

Additionally, the Capital Needs Task Force is actively working on plans to ensure 
that our building remains safe and well maintained. In the coming months as plans 
develop, the committee will be sharing details. Stay tuned.

As 2021 draws to a close, please consider making a gift to our Annual Giving 
Campaign. Together, the Annual Giving Campaign and your annual membership 
contributions are the largest sources of revenue that fuel our work. Please donate 
online at www.oaklandsinai.org or return the recently mailed Annual Giving form by 
December 31, 2021.

We all wish you a Happy Hanukkah and a joyful 2022. May the festival of lights bring 
happiness and good health to you and your loved ones.

Join Temple Sinai BackFence to share recommendations 
and get friendly help from others in Oakland’s Temple Sinai 
community. Think of this as your virtual “back fence” — where 
you ask your neighbor to recommend a good dentist, or offer 
them your favorite kugel recipe, or seek leads in searching for a 
new job. To join, visit https://groups.io/g/SinaiBackfence
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The Land of Limes and Dates
RABBI ANDI BERLIN

In a land of limes and dates, where winter 
winds carried the scent of orange and lemon, 

and rice was steeped in onion and dotted with 
pine nuts, the Jews of Syria gathered around 
oil-lit Hanukkiyot. After prayers were 
sung, and sweet, warm fried 
bread passed around, those 
identifying as women 
crossed their arms and 
settled themselves 

into cushions, their hearty, easy 
laughter ringing against smooth 
brick walls. To this day, female-
identifying Syrian Jews are 
relieved from work during the 
time that the Hanukkah candles 
burn. 

During the days of Hanukkah, 
children navigated the cobble-
lined streets of Damascus, collecting 
money as they cried out, “Go again, buy 
us a little food,” echoing Genesis 43:2 which 
is read on the Shabbat of Hanukkah. On the 8th 
night of Hanukkah, the money was used to buy fruits, 
seeds, fowl, vegetables, and wine, bringing neighbors together 
for feast and celebration. 

Hanukkah is a great illustration of how Jewish holidays 
accumulate customs the way a snowball picks up more and 
more snowy depth as it rolls downhill. The Passover seder, 
a Talmudic instruction, still derives much of its custom from 
Greco-Roman feasts. Sukkot borrows from agricultural 
celebrations during the First Temple period. Since Hanukkah 
is a rabbinic rather than a Biblical holiday, which means it 
developed “late” (it’s all relative), customs vary since Jews 
were already beginning to migrate across the world. Some of 
these variations result from the absorption of surrounding 
cultures, and others evolved organically as Jews in different 
lands found additional ways of creating meaning.

Hannukah customs in North America absorbed contemporary 
customs such as giving presents, holding parties, and 
decorating sugar cookies. Many North American families 
celebrate the traditions gifted them from their heritage. We 
can continue to create special memories with our friends and 
family by borrowing Jewish customs from around the world. 

On ReformJudiasm.org, Cantor Lauren Phillips describes 8 
different customs from around the world. How fun it would 

be to celebrate each night of Hanukkah by using a different 
nation’s custom! Cuban Jews celebrate the miracle of oil by 
enjoying patacones (fried plantains). On the Shabbat that falls 
during Hanukkah in France, each family opens a new bottle 

(and vintage) of wine following Havdallah and 
the lighting of the Chanukkiyot. Families 

stroll the neighborhood greeting each 
other and tasting each other’s wine. 

Dreidel-shaped piñatas are broken 
by Jewish children in Mexico, 

with candy and toys spilling 
out to their delight. Italians 
link the joy of rededicating the 
Temple (commemorated by 
Hanukkah) with the history 
of the Temple’s destruction 
(commemorated by Tisha 

B’Av) by using exactly the same 
candle (shamesh) to light the 

other candles on both holidays. 
Kurdish Jewish children lock 

themselves in their rooms, refusing to 
come out until their parents bribe them 

with gelt. Poorer Kurdish Jews who could not 
afford Hanukkiyot lit eggshells filled with oil. This became a 
general Kurdish tradition which still exists today. Recognizing 
that the shamesh is the only candle without its own day, 
Moroccan Jewish children celebrate a shamesh day by 
adding one more day of Hanukkah, collecting all the leftover 
Hanukkah candles around their neighborhood and dancing 
around a large evening bonfire. Female-identifying Tunisians 
celebrate the incredible bravery of Judith (who beheaded 
Nebuchadnezzar’s general, Holofernes) on Chag Habanot 
which coincides with Rosh Chodesh. Similar to the Syrians, 
these Tunisians take the day off work and spend time visiting 
with one another.2 

To make Hanukkah more meaningful this year for your family 
and friends, why not celebrate a different Jewish culture each 
of the 8 nights of Hanukkah? Each friend or family member 
could research the unique customs from a given country 
and bring it to the family or friends’ celebration. The week 
of Hanukkah can become a fantasy travel experience across 
land, history, and culture.

In whatever way you celebrate the miracle of freedom and  
the joy of light, may your home be filled with laughter, love, 
and connection.

FROM OUR CLERGY
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 1 A Treasury of Sephardic Laws and Customs, Rabbi Herbert C. Dobrinsky, Ktav Publishing, NJ and Yeshiva University Press, NY 1988, Pg. 370
2 https://reformjudaism.org/jewish-holidays/hanukkah/holiday-travelogue-8-hanukkah-customs-around-world



FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK

Birkat Hagomel 
CANTOR ILENE KEYS

Shalom! Over the years at Temple Sinai, we have 
experienced how much prayer can move our 
hearts and lift our spirits. Indeed, after almost 
two years of enduring a pandemic, we have 
come to see the true power of prayer and its 
importance for the healing of the soul. 

Healing prayers and meditations have become 
a main rubric of our weekly prayer service 
because as human beings, we can channel our 

energies through prayer to heal our bodies and minds, either 
physically or spiritually. In fact, it was the great Hasidic master 
Rabbi Nachman of Breslov who said, “If you believe that you 
can do damage, then believe that you can repair!”

Among our most distinct prayers for healing and gratitude is 
the Jewish blessing known as Birkat Hagomel, or the Blessing 
for Deliverance. This blessing is commonly referred to as 
“benching gomel” (bench means recite in Yiddish) and is said 
after recovering from serious illness but can also be recited in 
gratitude for completing a dangerous journey. It is typically 
recited in the presence of a minyan, or prayer quorum, and is 
often recited in the synagogue following an aliyah to the Torah. 
It may also be recited by people who have survived a traumatic, 
potentially life-threatening episode such as surviving a 
pandemic. 

One who wishes to recite Birkat Hagomel before the entire 
congregation recites the following blessing:

ל טֹוב ָמַלִני ָכּ ְגּ ה ה’ ֱאלֵֹהינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ַהּגֹוֵמל ְלַחָיִּבים טֹובֹות ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

Baruch Atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech Haolam, HaGomel 
l’chayavim tovot shegemalani kol tov.

Blessed are You, O God, ruling spirit of the universe, who 
rewards the undeserving with goodness, and who has 
rewarded me with goodness.

 Upon hearing this, the congregation responds:

ל טֹוב ֶסָלה ל טֹוב הּוא ִיְגָמְלָך\ִיְגְמֵלְך ָכּ ְגָמֵלְך ָכּ ְגָמְלָך\ֶשׁ ָאֵמן ִמי ֶשׁ

Amen. May the One who rewarded you with all goodness 
continue to reward you with only goodness, Selah!

It is a powerful moment — when a person publicly thanks God 
for being delivered safely from danger, and the congregation 
affirms that thanks publicly.

The origins of the Birkat Hagomel ritual are found in the Talmud 
(Berachot 54b) in which the sages teach that a person who 
survives one of four specific types of calamities is required 
to offer thanks. Rav Yehuda said in the name of Rav, “Four 
types of people must give thanks: those who go down to the 
sea; those who travel through the desert; one who was ill and 

recovered; and one who was incarcerated in prison and then 
was released.”

Birkat Hagomel is fundamentally about surviving brushes with 
death, and the profound awareness and gratitude for life that 
such moments bring to us. In our time, the spirit of this prayer 
has expanded to all sorts of other life-and-death situations, 
such as surviving a car accident, recovering from major 
surgery, enduring childbirth, and in our case today, surviving 
a pandemic. The classic Jewish law codes encourage us to 
broaden the categories of people who can say the blessing but 
only to a point. The real intention of this prayer is to be grateful 
for those brushes with mortality that leave us shaken — and 
profoundly grateful for our survival.

Birkat Hagomel is an expression of the extraordinary power of 
public prayer and grateful recognition that sometimes prayers 
do indeed succeed. It is a kind of culmination of the Mi Sheberach 
prayer for healing which might be recited for weeks or months 
or even longer while a person battles serious illness. When that 
person finally recovers, it feels appropriate to mark the moment 
with public prayer. Birkat Hagomel is just that opportunity 
to express gratitude for the miracle of healing and the full 
restoration to family and friends — and, indeed, to life itself.

Please join us on Friday, December 17, 2021 at 6:30pm in the 
Sanctuary for an IN PERSON Healing Shabbat Service and 
the Installation of our new Rabbi/Educator Daniel Freedman 
where we will join together in reciting a modern Birkat HaGomel 
for our community. This service will also feature our Adult Choir 
and the Mizmor Shir! Band as we celebrate our gratitude for life 
and survival through the power of prayer and song. 
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Save the Date
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend:  
April 29-30
Featuring our composer in residence

Noah Aronson
WEEKEND HIGHLIGHTS:

• Friday evening –  
Erev Shabbat Mizmor Shir! 
service

• Programming for our children
• Prayer Embodied Workshop
• Family Concert

See page 13 for details
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Hinei Mah Tov
RABBI YONI REGEV 

Hinei Mah Tov uMa Na-im Shevet Achim Gam 
Yachad — these simple words of prayer were 
the first we included in the special prayer sheet 
for our virtual services when we were forced to 
shelter in place. The clergy met back then to 
hurriedly compose a resource that we could use 
on a temporary basis when our prayer books 
were out of reach at the temple. 

It was a natural choice because we sang it 
so often whenever we gathered in prayer 

in the Pre-COVID days. It was always important for us to 
acknowledge and celebrate coming together as brothers and 
sisters — as members of a family and community. Indeed, we 
likely sang these words so often that we may have taken them 
for granted, much like we took the for granted the ability to 
assemble without consideration or concern for our health.

We do not take these things for granted any more. So many of 
us went for many months without the ability to connect with 
a person outside our household except through a computer 
screen or after extraordinary precautions were undertaken. 
Even as the world has started reopening and returning to 
some semblance of normalcy, many of us maintain a distance 
whenever and wherever possible. And yet, we yearn to be 
together once again.

As we carefully explore our path to a safe return to regular 
gatherings in-person for study and prayer, and work to 
maintain the vibrancy of our virtual gathering spaces and 
connections, these simple words of prayer taken from Psalm 
133 keep echoing in my mind. 

Hinei Mah Tov uMa Na-im —  
how truly pleasant and wonderful 
it is — Shevet Achim Gam Yachad 
— for us to be gathered together 
as brothers and sisters —  
as a community.
The time may still be distant when we can assemble without 
consideration or care, but I pray that when we gather, we will 
never lose sight of the incredible gift it is to be in the presence 
of others. Hinei Mah Tov uMa Na-im — every moment together 
is a blessing.

FROM OUR CLERGY

On Shabbat 
RABBI DANIEL FREEDMAN 
As we head into the shortest days of the year, 
one thing that doesn’t get shorter is Shabbat. 
No matter what time of year, Shabbat lasts the 
same 25 hours with only the start and end time 
changing. Which means that right after Daylight 
Savings Time ends, Shabbat begins as early as 
4:30pm in the Bay Area!

Just as Asher Ginsberg expresses in Ahad Ha’am, 
“More than Jews have kept Shabbat, Shabbat 
has kept the Jews,” I love Shabbat, not because I 
am a rabbi; rather, Shabbat is one reason I chose to become a 
rabbi. My love affair with this holy time goes back to my time 
in Jewish preschool. Friday was my favorite day each week. 
I loved the special schedule, the songs, the challah, pizza 
lunches and especially the donut holes for dessert. Then, 
in college, Shabbat offered a holy respite from the intense 
architectural projects necessary for my major (some people 
call the architecture building on any college campus the 
“lighthouse on campus” due to the very intensive and time-
consuming nature of the required coursework). 

On Shabbat, we find new rhythms. We disconnect from the 
grueling schedule of the week and instead connect with friends 
and family. We can look forward to engaging with the calming 
melodies of our timeless prayers and have a chance to reflect 
on our lives outside of work. Finally, we can enjoy eating a meal 
without a time constraint, ideally, a delicious one at that. 

It is difficult for me to find all the words to explain my love of 
Shabbat, and so, I will borrow from someone who has helped 
me to better understand my relationship with this holy day. 
In a book which I highly recommend, The Sabbath by Rabbi 
Abraham Joshua Heschel, Heschel writes, “The meaning of the 
Sabbath is to celebrate time rather than space. Six days a week 
we live under the tyranny of things of space; on the Sabbath we 
try to become attuned to holiness in time. It is a day on which 
we are called upon to share in what is eternal in time, to turn 
from the results of creation to the mystery of creation, from the 
world of creation to the creation of the world.” 

Connecting to what is eternal in time, that is, to community, 
to our tradition’s timeless teachings, to life’s big questions 
and disconnecting from the oppressive, busy and space-
dominated lives one day each week is a central part of Judaism. 
A relationship with this holy time can bring anyone, including 
our youth, into a deeper relationship with Judaism itself. Over 
the next few months, I invite you to explore your own personal 
relationships with the Sabbath. If you feel so inclined, I would 
enjoy hearing your thoughts and be happy to support you in 
any way I can in this endeavor. May we all be blessed with the 
connection, stimulation, and peace of Shabbat. 
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Teaching with Kavannah/Intention – 
How Our Values Are Embodied In Our Teaching
ELLEN LEFKOWITZ, EARLY CHILDHOOD DIRECTOR

We always do a pajama day on the closest 
school day to Halloween. It is a special treat for 
kids (and teachers!) to come in their pajamas. 
Sometimes the teachers invite the children to 
bring in their favorite stuffy to show the class 
as well. This year, on pajama day, a child in a 
class had forgotten to bring a stuffy from home. 
Another child had multiple stuffies and when 
it came time to show their stuffies, that friend 
graciously lent one of his stuffies to the friend 

who didn’t have one. In recognition of this generous act, the 
teacher said to the child, “Thank you for sharing and helping 
someone in our community.”

Another example of how we are building an intentional 
community is through curriculum. We invite children and their 
families to do an “All About Me” book at the start of the school 
year. This book is an opportunity for each child to share a little 
about themselves through photos of their family, their family 
celebrations, places they love to go and some of their favorite 
things. The children are so excited to share their books with 
the rest of the class. They proudly share their pictures and 
also look at their books frequently even long after they have 
shared theirs in class. We intentionally start our year with this 
curricular unit. It not only helps children transition to school 
by having pictures of family and places they know, it also 
demonstrates to each child that we care about where they 
come from and who their family is. Lastly, the children begin 
to explore how each of our families are similar and different.

These are just a couple of examples of how it is our mission at 
Temple Sinai David Pregerson Preschool, to embody the core 
Jewish values of kavannah (intention), kehillah (community), 
and b’tzelem Elohim (we are all created with divine sparks).

This year, as a staff community, we are examining these 
values as they connect to the curriculum and the classroom 
environment. We are implementing intentional small group 
work on a regular basis that supports children in building 
relationships and creates more opportunities for inquiry-
based learning. The classes are also bringing intention and 
reflection into their opening and closing Kehillah/community 
time. This is time for the class to come together, talk about 
bigger topics, and learn how to be a member of their 
classroom community. Lastly, we are reflecting on each area 
of the classroom environment and how all spaces can embody 
these values. Therefore, how do our spaces build community, 
invite creative expression, and express to children that they 
are deserving of beautiful, warm, and wondrous spaces?

This journey of reflective practice has been made possible by 
the support and expertise of Temple Sinai congregant, Jane 
Simon. Jane is a long-time early childhood educator and 
mentor who is serving as a curricular coach to our staff this year. 
She brings incredible experience, wisdom and Yiddishkeit to her 
work and we are blessed to have her join our team.

As we use these values to reflect on our work, we are seeing 
new inspiration and creativity in our staff, children are 
deepening relationships with each other and their teachers, 
and spaces renewed with inviting and engaging materials  
for all children. We are excited to continue this  
reflective practice and 
grateful to be on this 
journey with an amazing 
group of early childhood 
educators! 
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Creatively Reuniting our Youth
MICHELE QUIAT, YOUTH DIRECTOR

After a full year of little squares and mostly 
black screens, October 5th marked a long 
anticipated date. It was our first in-person teen 
program gathering in over a year. We spent 
months planning for the return to in-person 
programming. Everything  seemed larger in 
real life. Teens were taller, bigger, louder than 
I remembered. While only half visible because 
of masking, it was quite an experience to see 
some teens in person for the first time ever. 

There were hugs and high fives and games and food as over 80 
teens joined us on that first day. All masked, vaccinated and 
outdoors, we began with the Shehecheyanu to mark the first 
gathering since March of 2020.

Just being together was amazing and the energy was 
palpable. We dove right in and made art on that first day, each 
adding to a blank canvas and creating a community piece 
demonstrating how big and beautiful we are all together. Each 
person made a unique contribution, and what we are left 
with in the end is a reminder of how powerful the collective 
spirit is. I am thankful that Zoom gave us an opportunity to 
check in over the past 20 months. Because we all were home, 
jumping on Zoom was easy. No one needed to be driven to 
temple, no worrying if the food would be a favorite, and no 
competing activities. In fact, coming on a Zoom call was so 
easy that some teens joined us while still in bed. As the weeks 
turned to months, Zoom fatigue set in and we saw more black 
screens or teens who just could not endure another minute 
on a screen. We are now back to scheduling and it takes effort 
to show up for each other and be present. I notice kindness, 
inclusivity, and a genuine interest in each other since we’ve 
been back. There is just no substitute for gathering as a 
community live and in-person. 

Our teens are back, not just for each other, but as community 
leaders; helping the Religious School as Madrichim, attending 
Leadership Council meetings, and working together on Social 
Action projects. We understand the stress of being a teen and 
are thrilled that so many carve out time in their increasingly 
busy week to be together as a community. For now, we can 
only see half of their 
faces, and we have 
become hearty souls 
who gather outdoors, 
but we take it as a win 
as long as we can be 
together with friends! 



Imagine if you could provide a gift to Temple Sinai that would last forever.

We are pleased to note that in the last few years many congregants have decided to make a “legacy” gift to Temple Sinai 
as part of their will, family trust, insurance policy or IRA. For these households, legacy giving has been a way to reaffirm 

their commitment to the congregation through a future gift. On behalf of the congregation, thank you legacy households!

Life & Legacy is an endowment program designed to help you create permanent legacy gifts, demonstrating your belief in 
continuity of Jewish life at Temple Sinai for generations to come. If you are interested in joining your fellow congregants who 
have committed to make a legacy gift to secure Temple Sinai long into the future, please contact Legacy Giving Committee 
chair, Geoff Piller, at lifeandlegacy@oaklandsinai.org or Executive Director, Terrie Goren, at terrie@oaklandsinai.org.

“As my ancestors planted for me,  
so do I plant for those who will come after me.”  

-Talmud
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Finding Joy
JON BRASLAW, CONGREGATIONAL PRESIDENT

It has been an amazing year — joyful, difficult, 
enlightening. We have seen the best and worst 
of human nature as we try to navigate through 
the pandemic and the questions that it brings. 
We have seen seemingly straightforward health 
issues tarred with the taint of political division. 
And we have seen quickly-changing regulations 
and guidance that at times upended our 
policies before they were even implemented.  

This last year made the things we need and the 
things we want come into clearer focus. There is a yearning, 
for many of us, to come together physically. To again use the 
Temple as the place to create — and celebrate — community. 
We will continue to examine our policies and protocols so we 
can find ways that make it safe and comfortable to gather.

I attended a lovely service Friday, November 5th in the Chapel. 
There were about 50 of us, singing (through our masks) and 
listening to the musicians (also masked) play in a fun and 
innovative service. And it was a chance to welcome Rabbi 
Berlin back to the Bima and to our community at the start of 
her time with us. It was wonderful to be in that room together.

The service was also streamed live on Facebook and Vimeo, 
deploying professional cameras and sound equipment and a 
sound technician. This approach to presenting services online 
is part of the new world — now and going forward. Many of us 
enjoy the ability to experience services from the comfort of 
our own homes or gathered in small groups with friends. With 
the right technology and support, we get an engaging online 

experience. This is part of Temple Sinai’s Welcome Forward 
approach, and part of the future of providing services.

Speaking of the future, I am excited to let you know that we 
continue to make progress on our Strategic Plan. We will bring 
a draft to the Board and lay leadership soon and then to the 
broader community over the next few months. The plan is 
aspirational, focused on who we want to be as a community 
and an institution in 10 years and in 20 years. The plan will 
also focus on practical matters, like funding, technology, 
safety/security and governance. The effort to create our plan is 
led by Richard Hart, Bill Bonnet and Esther Saidman. A shout-
out to them and their dedicated group of project volunteers 
for all the great work they are doing. And thank you to all who 
participated in our survey and focus groups.

The Board of Trustees, including 9 new members out of 23, are 
meeting for a retreat in December, to learn about Board work 
and the Temple and talk about our strategic plan. A new Board 
is an opportunity to invigorate and deepen the connection 
between board service and other Temple activities. I am 
hopeful that we can take that renewed enthusiasm and share 
it with everyone. Providing easy ways to help the broader 
community engage and feel connected is a key goal for me 
over the next year and beyond.

As we move toward Hanukkah, I hope you find happiness 
and joy in the holiday with friends, family and your Temple 
community. As we celebrate the Festival of Lights, we are 
reminded of the power of believing — together — that we can 
thrive through any challenge.

Chag Sameach.



WORSHIPYouth

Shalom. I hope this letter finds you well. It seems we are in a moment of relative calm after the last 18 months of 
turmoil. I hope you feel it too, and that we can build on this moment and continue to flourish together.  

I am writing today to ask you to support our Annual Giving Campaign today with a personally meaningful “stretch” 
donation. For some of us, a small gift can be a stretch; for others, a much larger contribution makes sense. Each type of 
donation is deeply valued and of the utmost importance. Our community's economic diversity is a part of our strength, 
something we cherish.

Like in each of our lives and in the world all around us, our beloved community has seen many challenges this year. We 
faced a rapidly changing environment as we approached High Holy Days and clergy and staff did a great job pivoting 
and providing a meaningful holiday season. We are now able to come together in person at regular intervals for 
services and holidays, and we are excited about upcoming opportunties to gather: to learn, to worship, to sing and to 
connect face-to-face.

All these opportunities are made possible by your ongoing generous financial support. Temple Sinai needs your help 
to continue offering engaging and meaningful programs of all kinds, both remote and in-person. Please join me once 
again in supporting Temple Sinai — an investment in our congregation and in the larger Jewish community.  

Our Annual Giving Campaign helps fill the gap between revenues from Temple membership donations, tuition and 
various fees, and the actual cost of running the Temple. Importantly, annual giving also helps offset unanticipated 
expenses — for example, investments in technology and tech support in response to the pandemic — and allows us to 
maintain the high-quality programs and services that have been central to the tradition of our congregation.

Temple Sinai is a place of calm, a sheltering space against the difficulties we all face in life. It is a place to renew our 
spirits, to collectively address injustice, to connect deeply with friends and family, to celebrate and to worship. Keeping 
our community strong allows us to strengthen and nourish ourselves and each other while repairing our world. 

Your generous financial support of Temple Sinai is a vital part of our collective effort. You can donate online at 
oaklandsinai.org/annual_giving. Or contribute through your donor advised funds and foundations. Also, please 
consider giving if you are receiving a mandatory distribution from a 401(k) or other retirement fund, Our Tax ID number 
is 94-1156845. Every gift helps, and if we all pitch in with meaningful contributions, together we can help secure the 
future of our community.

L’Shalom,

Jon Braslaw 
Congregational President

P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can reach me at president@oaklandsinai.org. 
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Women of Temple Sinai. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

How it Started...How it’s Going
In the beginning there was the First Hebrew Congregation of 
Oakland. And it was good. 

And then came the light: the Women’s Auxiliary. And it was 
good. And the Auxiliary became the social, cultural and service 
heart of the community. And as the congregation grew from 
its founding in 1875, the synagogue became known as Temple 
Sinai, and the Women’s Auxilliary became the Sisterhood, and 
more recently, the Women of Temple Sinai (WTS). The Sisterhood 
joined the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, soon 
after its founding in 1913, which later became the international 
body, Women of Reform Judaism. Many WTS leaders served on 
the WRJ District and National Boards. 

Critical issues and financial support for Temple Sinai, our 
religious schools and the broader Jewish community have 
always been a linchpin of the WTS agenda, as has building and 
strengthening leadership skills.

During these challenging pandemic months of isolation, WTS 
found extraordinarily creative ways to be together, from newsy 
notes shared regularly to programs designed to reach our 
members and guests with a wide variety of events. Each linked 
us together for stimulating talks, small group conversations, 
and even some physical activities held online. Some fun 
activities also met outside. 

WTS welcomes newcomers to its 2021/22 Board of Directors: 
Sabina Cohen, Myriam Easton and Danielle Schanz. Sabina 
Cohen found the “WTS Opening Event very interesting and 
entertaining. It was a wonderful and varied program, with an 
excellent keynote speaker who talked about resilience in the 
time of COVID, followed by intimate discussions in chat rooms 

in which a few of us shared personal experiences. We had a 
‘dance break’, a terrific raffle, goody bag activities (the bags 
were delivered to our homes in advance.) I was most impressed 
by the thought and planning that went into this virtual event. 
Hopefully next year in person” she added.

When asked why she agreed to join the leadership, Myriam 
Easton commented: “I had enjoyed participating in the WTS 
program as a co-leader, Coping and Thriving During The 
Pandemic. It was a very rewarding experience. I joined the 
Board of Directors as co-chair of membership as an opportunity 
to continue to do something of service and to get to know, learn 
and develop friendships with other Sinai women and those 
on the Board.” Danielle Schanz shared: “Temple Sinai is very 
large. A wonderful way to get to meet members, particularly 
women of the community, is to participate in WTS programs. 
Many are limited to 10 or 15 people, like our writing seminars 
or flower arranging events. The larger programs, such as movie 
nights, end up in chat rooms with five people. Our calendar 
includes Food as Medicine (free samples of cookies delivered 
to your door!), a Leonard Cohen talk by an expert, Cooking 
classes, Jewelry workshop, visits to the Berkeley Mikvah and 
the Oakland Zoo, swing/salsa dancing for couples, pickleball, 
and traveling tips from a medical professional. And our staples: 
the Fall Opening Event, Chanukah Party, Women’s Torah Study, 
the creative Shabbat Service, Passover Dessert Havdalah and 
the WTS Women’s Seder. You learn something new. You meet 
someone new. You check in with old friends.” 

Are you a member? If not, join WTS today and help us keep 
this fun, learning and support service thriving. Participate in 
a project or committee, attend a bi-monthly board meeting 
and help us stay stronger together! For more information on 
upcoming events or how to become a member, please visit 
oaklandsinai.org/wts.html

COMMUNITY
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The Masked Marvels of WTS, Summer 2021
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Social Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Tikkun Olam in the Time of COVID-19
As Jews we are expected to do Tikkun Olam, work to make the 
world a better place. The goal of Sinai Social Action is to help 
Temple members make that happen. Although we haven’t 
been able to gather in person, this summer and fall have been 
no exception.

Direct Service 
Sinai members 
continue to help 
provide meals 
for homeless 
and individuals 
in need by 
partnering 
with the Food 
Ministry at First 
Presbyterian 
Church, preparing and distributing over 150 sack lunches on 
Sundays and 150 five-course hot meals on Mondays. We also 
staff an evening food pantry at the Telegraph Community 
Center that serves as many as 40 families each week. Several 
groups of Temple members helped with the move-in for the 
Youth Spirit Artworks Tiny House Village, which provides 
housing and services to youth dealing with housing insecurity. 

No-Contact Parking Lot Drives
Toiletries and socks collected in the fall were distributed 
by the Alameda County Health Care for Homeless program. 
Diapers and wipes were really appreciated by the Women’s 
Daytime Drop-In Center in Berkeley, which provides services 
to homeless women with children during the day when most 
shelters are closed. December 5 we will be collecting groceries 
for families at one of our literacy partners, OUSD’s Greenleaf 
School, to help replace the school lunches students will not 
receive over the winter holiday break. We’ll also be delivering 
toys and holiday decorations to supplement the Adopt-a-
Family program. In January, we’ll be collecting coats, jackets 
and socks.

Education and Financial Support 
In a Yom Kippur workshop, at committee meetings and in 
special presentations, we continue to introduce congregants 
to a variety of organizations that do an outstanding job in 
providing needed services to the local community. A major 
focus is on local organizations that help homeless and low-
income individuals with both immediate needs and longer-
term solutions. We also hosted a presentation featuring 
As You Sow (asyousow.org) an organization that facilitates 
Tikkun Olam through shareholder activism. A recording of 
this provocative and stimulating presentation can be found at 
https://vimeo.com/622624961.

Your donations to the Social 
Action/Anti-Hunger Fund 
have made possible financial 
contributions to support 
the work of these and other 
organizations. Several times 
a month, we also send 
information about volunteer 
and social justice opportunities 
to our email list of nearly 400.

Advocacy and Community 
Outreach
In collaboration with the RAC 
(Religious Action Center of  
Reform Judaism) and RAC-
California, we continue to advocate for social justice 
legislation, including participating in a phone campaign in 
support of federal voter rights legislation. We also facilitated 
phone banking and postcard campaigns to counter voter 
suppression efforts in other states.

A rise in anti-Asian attacks and the pandemic shutdown 
had a devastating effect on small businesses in Oakland’s 
Chinatown. Sinai Social Action reached out to the Oakland 
Chinatown Chamber of Commerce to see what we could do to 
help. Thanks to Rabbi Mates-Muchin, WTS, the Brotherhood, 
the Social Action fund and a number of individuals, Temple 
Sinai was able to fund the installation of security cameras at 
10th and Webster as part of the Chamber’s plan to improve 
security in Oakland’s Chinatown. In appreciation of our 
support, the signage at that intersection now includes the 
Temple Sinai logo. Rabbi Mates-Muchin was one of the 
speakers at a press event announcing the new system that 
was covered by the J. and all the local news stations. Both she 
and Chamber President Carl Chan stressed our shared need 
to counter the intolerance and animosity often faced by our 
communities. We will continue to collaborate with the OCCC 
to help revitalize this important area of our city.

On the Horizon
During the rest of the year we plan to continue to serve the 
local community, and to focus on environmental and social 
justice including through shareholder and consumer activism. 
We are working to organize volunteers to assist in the January 
Homeless Count. We hope we can invite the community to 
join us in person for the Unity Seder this spring.

Want to Get Involved?
Join our email list or watch the enews for opportunities. Is 
there something else you’d like to do? Contact us with your 
ideas — we can help get them off the ground. 

Look for our meeting dates at oaklandsinai.org or contact us 
at sinaisocialaction@oaklandsinai.org.

COMMUNITY

Meal prep at First Presbyterian

Rabbi Mates-Muchin and Carl Chan, 
President of the Oakland Chinatown 
Chamber of Commerce
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 People of the Book Literacy Project. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Making an Impact
The pandemic has brought many challenges, but Temple 
Sinai’s People of the Book Literacy Project is still working 
to fulfill its mission established in 1998: to help children in 
underserved Oakland Public Schools learn to love reading 
and books. With elementary-aged children now eligible 
for vaccines, we are looking forward to being a greater 
presence this year in our partner schools: Think College Now, 
International Community School, Greenleaf K-12, Bella Vista 
Elementary School, and Sankofa United.

We’ve learned to be creative over the past year and a half. 
Despite school shutdowns, which kept tutors from seeing 
students in person, we have found new ways to reach students 
and schools as they have experienced greater need than 
ever. Thank you to our dedicated tutors who have figured out 
ways to work remotely with students. We’ve recently been 
able to return to some partner schools and find our help is so 
important to address the learning loss issues and be able to 
give individual support to students. 

In the words of one tutor who is finally working back on-site, 
“It’s looking like I may need to be at Sankofa nearly all day to 
accommodate everyone! That’s fine with me.”

Despite Temple safety rules that still prevent members from 
donating beautiful books in our book bins, we were able to 
hold 3 school-wide book giveaways last year, and we donated 
hundreds of beautiful books to school families and students, 
and to St. Mary’s Preschool and Habitot Children’s Museum 
(which both serve low-income families). Bella Vista teacher 
Deborah Gibbons described their May book giveaway: “It 
was a little different this year (during hybrid learning) in that 
teachers had very small groups of in-person learners, but the 
students were very excited to choose their books.” 

This school year, we are already making an impact. We gave 
$5000 to Friends of the Oakland Public School Libraries 
(FOPSL), which split our funds between their Roosevelt Middle 

School Library reopening project and their Books Kids Want to 
Read (BKWTR) grant fund. From FOPSL: “We are very grateful 
to our long-time supporters, including Temple Sinai’s People 
of the Book Project.” 

We also plan to resume our in-person book giveaways as soon 
as we can build the inventory we desperately need, bring 
authors to speak at schools again, starting with Mượn Thi 
Van’s visit to Bella Vista after winter break, and bring more 
tutors to work in person with students when they feel more 
comfortable to do so. 

As the past many months have shown us, it takes an entire 
community to support its neediest members. We are grateful 
for our dedicated tutors, coordinators and other volunteers, 
and the many donors for the Adopt a Family Project for 
Greenleaf School (thank you Debbi Berenberg for all your 
organizing), Susan Rancer for collecting gift cards, Social 
Action for the Food Drive, and for help from many outside 
organizations including Jewish Coalition for Literacy, Oakland 
Literacy Coalition, Redwood Day School, Hillcrest Elementary, 
Alameda County Community Food Bank, and other generous 
donations. 

We also are so grateful for generous gifts of funds from Temple 
members, which are more important than ever as we work to 
bring wonderful books and author events to partner schools, 
and to provide support to other organizations as they build 
and renew libraries in the Oakland Public Schools. For more 
information, please visit oaklandsinai.org/comm-people_of_
the_book.html. Thank you!

COMMUNITY
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RIght: Tutor Geoff Kotin during 
a remote tutoring session  
with his Greenleaf student.

Below: Bella Vista Elementary 
students with books they 
selected during our People  
of the Book school-wide book 
giveaway—an end-of-the-
year hybrid learning event.
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SPOTLIGHT ON MUSIC

Friday, December 17, 2021 
6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
Healing Service with the Adult Choir 
and the Mizmor Shir! Band with 
Installation of Rabbi Daniel Freedman 
(in-person and livestream)

Tuesday, January 25, 2022  
6:30 – 8:00pm in Albers Chapel 
The San Francisco Yiddish Combo  
(in-person and on Zoom)

Saturday, February 5, 2022 
10:30am on Zoom only 
Shabbat Morning Service Live from the 
Galilee! with Israeli Musical duo Rabbi 
Or and Feliza Zohar and the Hararit 
Ensemble of Sacred Music

Thursday, March 10, 2022 
7:00 – 8:30pm on Zoom only 
Jewish Music Workshop featuring 
guest musical artist Yoel Sykes from 
Nava Tehila Renewal Ensemble in 
Jerusalem

Friday, March 11, 2022  
6:30 – 7:30pm on Zoom only 
Erev Shabbat Service featuring guest 
musical artist Yoel Sykes from Nava 
Tehila Renewal Ensemble in Jerusalem

Tuesday, March 15, 2022  
6:30 – 8:00pm in Albers Chapel 
Middle Eastern Music with Belly Dancing  
(in-person and on Zoom)

Saturday, March 19, 2022  
10:30am on Zoom only 
Shabbat Morning Service with guest 
musical artists Ira and Julia Levin

Saturday, March 26, 2022  
10:30am on Zoom only 
Shabbat Morning service with guest 
musical artist Chava Mirel

Friday, April 8, 2022  
6:30 – 7:30pm on Zoom only 
Erev Shabbat service featuring 
guest Cantor Rosalie Will, Director of 
Worship and Music for the URJ

Friday, April 29, 2022  
6:30pm in the Sanctuary 
Scholar-in-Residence Noah Aronson 
with the Temple Sinai Adult Choir and 
the Mizmor Shir! Band  
(in-person and livestream)

Saturday, April 30, 2022 
1:00 – 2:00pm in Albers Chapel 
Scholar-in-Residence Noah Aronson 
leads Shabbat prayer through 
music, movement, mindfulness, and 
meditation (in-person only; please 
dress in comfortable clothes)

Saturday, April 30, 2022 
5:00pm in the Sanctuary 
Family Concert and Havdalah with 
Scholar-in-Residence Noah Aronson. 
Open to the entire community

Thursday, May 5, 2022 
6:30pm on Zoom only
Levona Ensemble Celebrates  
Israel Independence Day with  
Music of the Middle East 

We are proud to introduce this yearʼs Jewish Music Workshop Series on various topics of Jewish music led by guest 
musical artists. These workshops and services are open to the entire congregation and are both entertaining and 

educational, allowing us to study and interact with some of the most talented composers, performers, and teachers from 
around the world. This program is intended to expand our knowledge of the breadth of Jewish music, and encourage 
maximum participation in our music programs at Temple Sinai. We are so excited to learn from our guest artists this year 
and hope you will join us for some or all of these exciting events.    - Cantor Ilene Keys and Choir Director, George Anton Emblom

For login links, please visit oaklandsinai.org

Interfaith Congregational Choral Trip to Israel 
St. Mark’s & Temple Sinai Tour of Israel: May 2 – 15, 2022
Jordan/Petra extension option: May 15 – 17, 2022
Open to ALL members in the Temple Sinai and St. Mark’s communities;  
Not only choir members. Please email George Emblom at GAEmblom@aol.com  
if you plan to join us for this exciting spiritual and musical journey.
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Todah rabah! Thank you very much to the following who provided contributions to Temple Sinai. These donations were  
recorded between May 3 and November 11, 2021. For corrections or additions to this list, please contact rhonda@oaklandsinai.org, 
(510) 451-3263, x303.

Annual Giving Campaign

Anonymous

Anonymous
in memory of Harold and Elayne Kane 

Barry and Dori Dubin

Kathy Mill

Cantor Keys Music Fund

Terry Alexander and John Blaustein
in memory of Pearl Wolffs 

Gann and Constance Bierner 

Andrew and Sabina Cohen 

Barry and Dori Dubin
in memory of Yetta Dubin 

Trish Elliott
in memory of Stan Klezmer 

Alan and Renee Goldhammer
in appreciation of the Goldhammers’ 
remote Blessing at Temple Sinai for their 
55th Anniversary 

Janet Gordon
in appreciation of Sandy Goldberg  
baking wonderful treats for their  
group’s maj games 

Ronald and Caroline Peters
in memory of Herta Peters 
in memory of Robert Hutton 

Harvey and Barbara Samuels
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Sharon Silberman
in appreciation of Cantor Keys 

Susan Slone 

Myron and Cecelia Tessler
in appreciation of Cantor Keys,  
Rabbi Mates-Muchin & Rabbi Regev  
for all services via Facebook 

Sarah and Matthew Weisman
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of  
Wren Dieter-Weisman 

Caring Community Fund

Anonymous

Simon and Sofiya Blank and family
in memory of Moisey Klebanov 

Maxine Brownstein
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Barry Gross
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Sandra Hill
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Rita Rae Jacobson
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Phyliss and Mike Loonin
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Chuck Ross and Mary Triest
in memory of Michelle Stone 
in memory of Pearl Wolffs 
in honor of Rabbi Chester’s 50 years  
in the Rabbinate 

Harvey and Barbara Samuels
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Lauren Shapiro and Anthony Davies
in memory of Sadie Korn 

Bernie Stein and Marla Broude
in memory of Harry Flagg 

Fine Arts Fund

Trish Elliott
in appreciation of WTS for their superb 
work during COVID. 

Barbara and Geoffrey Kotin
on the occasion of Jane Simon’s birthday 

Hanukkah Homecoming

Anonymous

Joe Remcho Fund for Preschool 
Scholarships

Natalie and Dan Crouch
in memory of Marilyn Levinson 

Beverly and Bruce Feder

Greg and Natasha Terk

Susan Woodward 

Legacy Giving

Estate of Edgar and Amelia Lemmon

Estate of Yvonne Levy

Fred Karren 

Lionel Benas Israel Scholarship Fund

Ally Benas
in celebration of Evelyn Benas’s birthday 
(belated) 

Daniel Benas
in honor of Evelyn Benas 

People of the Book —  
Oakland Literacy Project

Diane Brett
in memory of Nathan Jay and  
Virginia H. Friedman 

Charmian Cohen
in memory of Mildred Cohen 

Judy Zollman and Marty Glick
in memory of David Shear 
in honor of Rabbi Chester’s 50 years  
in the Rabbinate

The Gousman Family
in celebration of Anya Goldberg’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

Donna and Edward Kaplan

Philip and Jean Stein
in memory of David Shear 

Sarah and Matthew Weisman
in appreciation of Cantor Fran Burgess’s 
participation in Wren Dieter-Weisman’s 
Bat Mitzvah 

Preschool Fund

Burt Boltuch
in memory of Duane B. Beeson 

Dori and Barry Dubin
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of their 
grandson Zack Gusenoff 

Lori and Doug Elefant
in memory of Keith Bardellini 

Judy, David, Drew and Dan Irwin
in memory of Marilyn Sundell Levinson 

GIVING
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Brian Kozel and the North Berkeley  
bridge team

in memory of Marilyn Levinson 

Jill and Dan Saper

Ilene Levinson and Rem van Tijen
on the occasion of the Wedding 
Anniversary of  
Michelle van Tijen and Josh Gould 

Rabbi Chester Discretionary Fund

Terry Alexander and John Blaustein
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 
in honor of Rabbi Chester’s 50 years  
in the Rabbinate 

Michael and Holly Gardner
in memory of Jessie Gardner, Joan Green 
Gardner, and Dr. Allen J. Gardner 

Don Chaiken and Frances Greenberg
in honor of Rabbi Chester 

Mark Moss and Lisa Braver Moss
in honor of the birth of Noah Bendit Moss 

Jamie and Brooke Zimmerman
in honor of Rabbi Chester’s 50 years in the 
Rabbinate 

Rabbi Freedman Discretionary Fund

Cassie Urquhart

Rabbi Giving Fund

Andrew and Sabina Cohen

Nadyne Epstein
in celebration of of Rabbi Chester’s  
50 years in the Rabbinate 

Rabbi Mates-Muchin Discretionary Fund

Galia Amram

Barbara and Al Barza
in memory of Gene Koalkin 

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 

Bomze Family

Cathedral School for Boys

Carol Cohen
in memory of Martin Stillman 

Barry and Dori Dubin
in celebration of Rabbi Chester’s 50 years 
in the Rabbinate 

Lori and Doug Elefant
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 

Aileen Frankel
in memory of Eva Libitzky 

David and Claudia Gurevich

Joe and Beth Hurwich

Carl Landauer

Moses and Susan Libitzky
in memory of Eva Libitzky 

Jonathan Logan

Patty and Greg Mintz

Carol Muchin
in memory of Dr. Sidney Rosin 
in memory of Barbara Hornichter 

Nathan and Anne Petrowsky
in memory of Eva Libitzky 

Vanessa Polk

Elias Reed-Miguel and Family
in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of  
Elias Reed-Miguel 

David Thorne and Esther Saidman
in memory of Mary Patricia Thorne 

The Tunis family
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 

Cassie Urquhart

Rabbi Regev Discretionary Fund

Baltaxe/Miller family

Gann and Constance Bierner

Tammy Cohen and Barry Silverstein
in celebration of the wedding of Allia and 
Kyle DeLand 

Barry and Dori Dubin
in celebration of Rabbi Chester’s 50 years 
in the rabbinate 

Family of Irwin Katzman
in appreciation of Rabbi Regev 

Cassie Urquhart

Sarah and Matthew Weisman
in honor of Wren Dieter-Weisman’s  
Bat Mitzvah 

Religious School Fund

Dina Wolkoff
in honor of Rabbi Freedman —  
Welcome to Temple Sinai! 

Erik and Christine Zwerling

Religious School Scholarships

Donald Falk

Social Action/Anti-Hunger Fund

David and Carole Brodsly
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Brotherhood
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

John Citron and Felicia Liu
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Andrew and Sabina Cohen
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Natalie and Dan Crouch
in memory of Martin Stillman, husband of 
Carol Cohen 

Miranda Dean

Myriam Easton
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Trish Elliott
in honor of Temple office and clergy for 
an amazing job keeping us all engaged 
during COVID 
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Nadyne Epstein
in memory of Maurice Porter 

Karen and Ken Harley

Allyce Kimerling and Frances Rotolo
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

CeCe and Richard Langs
in memory of Hyla Weiskind 

Alice and James Levinson, Adam, Michael 
and Tomer

in memory of Marilyn Levinson 

Patty and Greg Mintz
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Patricia Pastor
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras

GIVING
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Phil Rubin and Laurie Leiber
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Tammy Sharton
in appreciation of Cantor Keys’s beautiful 
voice on Rosh Hashana via Facebook. 
Thank you from Chicago. 

Helen Smiler and Marlene Johnson
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras 

Bernie Stein and Marla Broude
in memory of Ruth Belzer 

Judith Stern
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras

Women of Temple Sinai
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras

Rita Zwerdling
on the occasion of Chinatown lights and 
security cameras

Special Education Fund

George and Janet Epstein
in honor of birth of our grandson 
 Aaron Jacob Epstein 

Gary Greenhood
in memory of Leo and Selma Greenhood 

Where the Need Is Greatest Fund

Myles and Ida Abbott
in honor of Rabbi Chester 

Anonymous

Anonymous
for the speedy recovery of  
Joylyn Golondrina

Robert and Ellen Ansel
in appreciation of Ellen’s birthday 
blessing and a beautiful Shabbat  
Morning Minyan Service 

Burt Boltuch
in memory of Duane B. Beeson 

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston
in appreciation of Temple Sinai staff  
and clergy 
in memory of Duane B. Beeson 
in memory of Sandra Harris 

Ann Brandt
in memory of Marilyn Teplow,  
a good friend and a devoted leader of 
Temple Sinai. 

Alexander Brezman
for the speedy recovery of Oliver 
Russakovskii

Joyce and Arnie Brown
on the occasion of the Bar Mitzvah of  
Zack Gusenoff 

Frances and Robert Cahn

Regan and Christopher Chagal

Richard Cohen and Jane Cohen
in memory of Elaine Cohen Goldingay 

Dangman/Gerber Family Charitable Fund

Lowell and Helen Dittmer
in memory of Toni Roth, Markus Roth, 
Herb Roth, and Walter Roth 

Barry and Dori Dubin
in memory of Al Dubin 

Jonathan Geiduschek and Amy Harris
in memory of Sy and Skip Harris 

Ruben Gomez
in honor of Rabbi Chester’s 50th 
Anniversary 

Janet Gordon
in memory of Helen Markus,  
Reba Ginsburg, Lois Arnold and  
Clarence Markus 

Ted and Sharon Gordon
in memory of Reba Ginsburg 

Don Chaiken and Frances Greenberg
in memory of Audrey Adler 
in memory of Murray Gordon 

Barry Gross
in memory of Eva Libitzky 

Marc and Cherie Hallert
in honor of Barbara and Bob Morrison’s 
Anniversary 
in memory of Helen Hallert 

Carin Hird
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester 

Susan Horrocks
in memory of Stephen Norwick 

Melissa Schoen and Andy Huntington
in memory of Michele Stone 

Fred Isaac and Robin Reiner
in memory of Marjorie Isaac 

Michael Jonath and Sylvie Mwila Jonath

Allison and Brian Justice

Linda Kamby and Paul Weir
in memory of Alice Kamby 

Adam and Kristin Kaplan
in honor of their grandparents 

Amy Kassiola
in celebration of Bat Mitzvah of  
Alexa Shochet 

Morris and Nancy Kirschberg
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester’s support 
of Rachel and Evan and in honor of his  
50 years in the rabbinate. 

Barbara and Geoff Kotin
in celebration of Jon Braslaw’s Birthday 

Zoe Koven
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin for 
welcoming Sasha 

Susan Krauss and Linda Benson
in appreciation of Rabbi Ruth Adar

Gloria Kresch 

Andrew Shear and Lynne Lazarus
in celebration of Andrew Shear 

Donna Lensky
in memory of Shirley Lensky 

Evelyn Levin

Jonah David Levy

The Magidoff- Sullivan family
in memory of Michele Stone 

Sue and Ralph McKinnon
in memory of Michele Stone 

Nancy Morosohk

Ruthie and Bernie Norton
in memory of Marilyn Levinson 

Paleg Family

Evelyn and Stewart Pinsof
in memory of David Shear  
Thank you Rabbi  
for your memorable Shiva Minyan. 

Helen and Saul Presberg

Blithe and Scott Rocher

GIVING



WORSHIP

Dick and Peg Roisman
in memory of Florence Rockwell 

Rubens Partners
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

 Esther and Mark Rubke
in appreciation of their friends at  
Temple Sinai 

Sharon Djemal and Peter Rukin
in memory of Gilsom Djemal 

Frank and Libby Silver
in memory of Michele Stone 

Benjamin and Jane Simon

Wendy Simon
in memory of Dr. Justin Simon 
in memory of Robert Rosenberg 

Rabbis Rebecca and Steven Sirbu
in memory of Marilyn Teplow 

Andy Sloan

John and Lois Solomon

Terry Solomon
in memory of Ruth Jaffe 

Bernie Stein and Marla Broude
in honor of Rabbi Chester’s  
50 years in the rabbinate 

Marla Broude and Micah Broude
in appreciation of Michael Ferguson 

Nathan Stein
in memory of Ken Stein and Laurence 
Heyman 
in memory of Warner, Henrietta, and 
Orna Oberndoerfer 

Karen Sternstein
in memory of Martin Sternstein 

Adam Feldman and Pilar Strutin-Belinoff

Yesod

Terry and Suzan Kramer
in honor of Rabbi Steven Chester on his  
50th anniversary in the rabbinate 

Susan Rosenthal and Howie Perlin
in celebration of Jon Braslaw’s birthday 

Youth Scholarships

Carol and Kenneth Ogren
in memory of Michele Stone
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Welcome New Members 
Sheryl and Nicholas Adam 

James and Natalia Adam

Binh Au and Melodee Au 
Ruth Au

Rachel and Nathan Bennett 
Livy and Maya Bennett

Julia and David Briefstein 
Ilana Briefstein

Dikla and Matthew Dolev 
Adi and Noa Dolev

Lauren Dresnick and Joe Gannon  
Sidney and Eileen Gannon

Melissa and David Emanuelson 
Cyrus and Jonah Emanuelson

Elouise Epstein

Melissa Fox and Matthew Hennagin

Jesse Friedman and Laura Sohn 
June Friedman

David Jackson

Ron and Rachel Jaiven 
Lucas Jaiven

Maya Katz Ali

Leah Katz 
Ruby Katz

Sam Kepler and Jonas Kleppe 
Johanna Kleppe

Emily Klein and Daniel Baselj 
Julian Baselj-Klein

Elle Kline and Rafah Joseph

Lee Koffler and K.B. Teo 
Max, Ben and Ian Koffler

Carl Landauer 

Deb and Bob Lesser 
Satya and Mischa Lesser

Rob Levine 
Alex Levine

Sophie Linnett and Sean Dailey 
Hank Dailey

Toni and David Mason 
Stein and Rowan Mason

Linda Meldman 
Gabriel Meldman-Cotton

Lucas and Sheila Metcalf-Tobin 
Josiah and Magnolia Metcalf-Tobin

Miko Mizrahi and Jessica Wilson 
Noam and Omer Mizrahi

Adam and Yve Saville 
Tula and Jude Saville

Mike and Emily Schlesinger 
Gavin, Connor and Max Schlesinger

Amy and Alan Seefeldt 
Adele and Alice Seefeldt

Lauren and Michael Seider 
Caleb and Oz Seider

Stephanie Seitz 

Marc Shapp and Stacy Lau 
Violet and August Lau

Gen Slosberg

Patrice Speed Flores and John Flores 
Julian Flores

Marc Stuart and Sheryl Gorchow-Stuart 
Walter and Leah Stuart

Natalie and Jesse Weinberger 
Eli and Mischa Weinberger

Heather and Alex Weingarten 
Charlie and Jack Weingarten

Jocelyn Wiener and Will Evans 
Dora Lee and Kap Wiener Evans

Evan Winet 
Dominic and Horatio Winet
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Tax Advantaged Ways to 
Support Temple Sinai

How the CARES Act Makes it Easier to Donate 
Temple Sinai has always been sustained by the generosity of 
our members, and your generosity is more important than 
ever. When planning your year-end giving, you might want to 
consider changes in the tax code arising out of the COVID-19 
pandemic CARES Act legislation. Below you’ll find information 
about how these changes to tax law might affect your year-
end donations to Temple Sinai.

An Easy Way to Donate
Gifts of appreciated stocks, bonds, real estate, tangible assets 
— or just a check — are the easiest and most direct way to 
support Temple Sinai. These gifts often result in an immediate 
tax deduction and a gift of appreciated property can yield 
additional tax savings.

“Bunching Donations”
If you do not have enough deductions to itemize, you can 
group your donations in certain years to maximize tax benefits 
for other tax-advantaged strategies. Some donors may find 
that the total of their itemized deductions for 2021 will be 
slightly below the level of the standard deduction. They 
may find it beneficial to bunch 2021 and 2022 charitable 
contributions into one year (2021), itemize their deductions 
on 2021 taxes, and take the standard deduction on 2022 taxes. 
In addition to achieving a large charitable impact in 2021, this 
strategy could produce a larger two-year deduction than two 
separate years of itemized deductions, depending on income 
level, tax filing status, and giving amounts each year. Donors 
who bunched two or more years of contributions into 2020 
and subsequently will take the standard deduction for 2021 
may also consider taking the special $300 (single) or $600 
(married) deduction for cash donations made to operating 
charities in 2021.

Extension and Expansion of the Above-The-Line Charitable 
Deduction

• The $300 above-the-line charitable deduction has been 
extended for single filers who do not itemize deductions.

• For 2021, this above-the-line deduction is increased to $600 
for married couples filing jointly who do not itemize tax 
deductions.

• As in 2020, this deduction applies only to qualified cash 
contributions and does not apply to cash contributions 
made to private foundations, donor-advised funds or 
supporting organizations, or to split-interest trusts like 
charitable remainder and lead trusts. It also does not 
apply to carry-over contributions.

Extension of the Charitable Contribution Limitation
• The temporary suspension of the 60 percent of adjusted 

gross compensation charitable contribution deduction 
limitation has been extended into 2021 for qualified cash 
contributions.

• In 2021, individual taxpayers who itemize tax deductions 
and who contribute cash to a public charity, or a limited 
number of private foundations, may deduct up to 100 
percent of their adjusted gross income after considering 
other contributions subject to charitable contribution 
limitations.

• Individual taxpayers can continue to carry forward any 
excess charitable contributions for five years, but the 
enhanced 100 percent deduction limitation expires  
after 2021.

• In 2021, corporations may continue to deduct charitable 
gifts up to 25 percent of the corporation’s taxable income 
(increased from 10 percent).

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
If you are 72 or older, Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) 
are a great way to support Temple Sinai during your lifetime. 
QCDs are designed to allow you to take a portion of your IRA 
“required minimum distribution” (RMD — the amount you 
must start taking from any of your IRAs once you reach the age 
of 72, even if you have not yet retired) and contribute some or 
all of it to charity. A QCD is a direct transfer from your IRA to a 
qualified charity, totally free of tax. QCDs count toward your 
annual RMD if certain rules are met. A QCD is often better for 
the donor tax-wise than taking the required distribution and 
making donations separately. 

Required Minimum Distributions (RMDs) are back!
Required minimum distributions (RMDs) apply to everyone as 
the minimum you must take each year from your retirement 
plan or savings accounts — including traditional IRAs, and 
employer-sponsored retirement plans such as 401(k)s — and  
Roth 401(k)s, starting at age 72, even if you have not retired.   

• If you’re turning 72 this year and taking your first RMD, you 
have until April 1, 2022, to do so. For each subsequent year, 
your RMD must be taken by December 31. Keep in mind, if 
you delay your initial RMD until April 1, you’ll be responsible 
for two withdrawals that year (one by April 1 and one by 
December 31), which could result in a larger tax liability.

• If you’re older than 72, you must take your RMD by 
December 31 each year.

Please be in touch if a conversation would be useful to you. 
Executive Director Terrie Goren, terrie@oaklandsinai.org, is 
standing by to answer any questions you may have.

Temple Sinai’s Tax ID number is: 94-1156845 This information is intended to be educational and is not intended as legal or financial advice.  
Please check with your financial and legal advisors on whether any of the tax-advantaged ways to benefit Temple Sinai apply to you.



Remembering Amelia Lemmon
Life gave Amelia Levy a wonderful Lemmon--her beloved husband, Edgar “Guy” Lemmon. In turn, 
she gave so much to Temple Sinai. When Amelia and Guy joined in 1985, she dove right into temple 
life. From Sisterhood President service earlier, to recent Torah study participant, her involvement was 
consistent and brought her great satisfaction. Temple clergy brought her comfort. A Temple volunteer 
helped her organize and re-home her impressive archive of Jewish Texas history. Her neighbors 
(Temple members) showed her many kindnesses; her closest friends were Temple leaders.

Amelia’s family was well established in El Paso, Texas. Temple Sinai helped her connect and contribute 
to the community here, as well. In this congregation, Amelia found a warm place to invest her talents 
and energy. Her family asked friends and others to direct donations to the Temple and Brandeis 

University, in her memory. Amelia herself donated generously to the Temple. The generosity of Amelia and her family will be 
remembered with gratitude and appreciation.

We Mourn the Loss of: 

We honor the passing of these members of our community.  
May their memories be a blessing. 
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Rhoda Gordon
Mother of Marshall Gordon

Fay Fox
Mother of Stephen Fox

Eva Libitzky
Mother of Moses Libitzky 

Ruth Jaffe
Sister of Florence Helzel

Veronika Kadar
Stepmother of George Lazar

Justin Simon
Father of Benjamin (Ben) Simon

Stan Klezmer
Member of Temple Sinai

Alison Greenspan
Sister of Melissa Goldberg

Lorraine Perry Sanford
Mother of Colleen Sanford

Irwin Katzman
Father of Ken Katzman

Vivian Wyman Furer
Mother of Jessica Furer

Keith Bardellini
Brother of Suzan Forman

Shoshana Levenberg
Wife of Andrea Guerra

Sandra Katz
Mother of Susan Godes

Kirk Railsback Warner
Cousin’s son of Jeremy Potash

David Shear
Father of Andrew Shear

Daniel Warner
Nephew of Jeremy Potash

Carol Sideman
Member of Temple Sinai

Max Gordon
Father of Marshall Gordon

Nezar Wadi Michael
Father of Jennifer Levine

Joseph “Joey” Robinow
Son of Carole and Norman Robinow

Sid Horwitz
Brother of Shelley Horwitz

Selma Riskin
Temple Sinai Member
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