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Welcome Forward

Welcome Forward — a phrase we are using to mark the start of a new
phase for our community. A time when we can come together
physically and can also enjoy worship, learning and engagement
remotely. When we can enjoy the physical presence of the clergy
at our life cycle events. Where meetings and celebrations can
include both in-person and remote participation. We are working
hard to make this a reality, to have the plans, the technology and
the safeguards ready to go. Because this is our place, no matter where
we are. And we are strong together. – Jon Braslaw

From Our Clergy

I

am often asked about what similarities I see in being
both Chinese and Jewish. Ordinarily, I keep to the basic
ones, like the emphasis on family, education, and tradition.
However, there is another similarity that has particularly
come to light in these past few months, namely that
the experience of being Jewish and the experience of
being Asian in this country are both experiences of living
“in-between”.
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The anti-Asian sentiment and stereotypes are no surprise
to Asians and Asian Americans. What feels new at this time
is the ways in which Asian and Asian American communities are talking about what
it means to be Asian in this country; the feeling of being overlooked and invisible,
especially in the context of conversations about race. Others dismiss concerns and
complaints of unfair treatment, intimidation, and exclusion because our experience
doesn’t parallel the experience of other minority groups. While it is very clear that
we do not belong in the majority, we do not always get recognized as a victimized
minority-by the majority or other minorities. We exist “in-between” the black and
white poles of the conversation on race.
Being a Jewish American of European descent is similar in some ways. Though
European Jews often have to volunteer our minority status, we also fall out of
all the categories that people like to create about who fits where and how that
position guarantees a particular kind of experience in American society. That leads
to others dismissing the prejudice we feel and our experiences of being targeted.
Other minority groups reject us because we are European. Non-minorities reject
us because we do not fit into the minority stereotype that they are willing to
acknowledge. People feel they get to dictate what is or is not anti-Semitic, rather
than hearing what we find offensive. While there are privileges associated with being
and appearing European, we are also targets of white supremacy. Some of us know
what it feels like to be a part of the power majority, yet, we also know what it feels
like to be a targeted minority. We are in between. We fall outside of the dichotomous
experience that so many see as absolute.
It is frustrating to be overlooked, ignored, or never even considered. I imagine that
it might be nice to fit squarely into one side or the other in the experience of race
and ethnicity in this country. We have to struggle to help complicate the narrative,
to demonstrate that there are far more than two kinds of experiences of living in this
country, that every form of prejudice is unique and that recognizing them all does
not diminish the significance of any one.
And in that way, being “in-between” is not just our struggle, it is also our strength.
Living “in-between” means we have a greater capacity to comprehend what
happens on both extremes. We have a clearer view of the whole, of the grey areas,
of the subtleties and of the complexities. If we wear our “in between” status
meaningfully, we can serve as a bridge that connects the poles. It is a burden to
bear, and one that can be painful to be sure, but it also carries great potential for
bringing perspectives and experiences together.
So, claim the reality of all that we experience. Listen to those whose realities differ.
Our perspectives can help the conversation on race and ethnicity evolve in a positive
way. Things will get better in this country. They must.
– Rabbi Mates-Muchin

WORSHIP
From Our
Clergy
The Jewish Blessings
of Gratitude

Have you ever noticed that Judaism
promotes an attitude of gratitude?
From the very beginning of creation,
God acknowledges that the world and
everything in it is “Ki tov, very good.”
We are commanded to say a blessing
of thanks after eating. Shabbat and
most of our holidays — both biblical and modern — convey
gratitude. Expressions of thanksgiving fill the Book of Psalms
and our prayer book. And from the moment we awake
until the hour we lay down, we are reminded to show this
appreciation for life by reciting prayers and blessings.

We have been through an unprecedented time and we have
made it through because of gratitude and community. We
have held each other up and supported one another through
a long and arduous journey. May we sanctify one another now
with these words of blessing and deliverance as we reenter
society with renewed hope and optimism. For just as God said
after creation, “Ki Tov, this is good,” our blessing of deliverance
also states, “Kol Tov, all is good!”
“May we be blessed with another chance, another breath,
another moment to be blessed, another look, another touch,
another moment to be loved! Kol Tov!” (Birkat HaGomel
adapted by Cantor Rachelle Nelson and Noah Aronson)
– Cantor Keys

The Talmud states that we should recite 100 blessings a day.
According to the Midrash, the day is like a large balloon. A
person whose lungs are strong can easily blow it up and fill it
completely. A person whose lungs are weak or who does not
want to fill the balloon, will allow the balloon to remain small
and empty. The same is true with the day. The one who does
not wish to fill the day will, in effect, constrict and shorten it.
However, a person who wants to fill the day with good will
expand the day and make it precious. Therefore, by filling
the day with blessings, we imbue the day with meaning, thus
adding holiness to our lives.
Our tradition is filled with blessings of thanksgiving that bring
holiness into our lives. When we rise in the morning, we recite
Modeh/Modah Ani, a prayer thanking God for returning our
soul to our bodies. This is followed by another blessing that
thanks God for forming the human body with such divine
skill “combining veins, arteries, and vital organs into a finely
balanced network…. were one of them to fail, how well we are
aware we would lack the strength to stand in life before You.”
For all of us who have been ill at one time or another, we know
that this is all too true.
Of course, I would be remiss if I did not mention Birkat
HaGomel, the Jewish prayer of deliverance, which is commonly
recited after surviving a serious illness or completing a
dangerous journey. This prayer is recited in gratitude stating,
“Blessed are You God who rewards the undeserving with
goodness and has rewarded me with goodness.”

MAZAL TOV TO

Rabbi
Steven Chester
on Celebrating
50 Years
in the Rabbinate.

After this past year and all we have endured, this blessing
could not be more significant. It is the quintessential Jewish
prayer of gratitude as it is a call and response between the
person who has gone through the ordeal and the congregation
which answers with support by saying, “May God who rewarded
you with all goodness, reward you with all goodness forever.”
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FROM THE
From
OurCANTOR’S
Clergy DESK
Bending Towards
Justice: From
Generation to
Generation

“The arc of the moral universe is
long, but it bends toward justice.”
This powerful teaching is famously
attributed to the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. from a number of
his speeches in the 1960’s, but I recently learned that it was
inspired by the words of another theologian, Theodore Parker,
from a century earlier. It seems to me that the enduring power
of this message derives from the equal measures of hope and
a call to action that derive from it.
It is a poetic and prophetic salve that allows us to keep
marching forward even when it seems like hope might be lost
or difficult to grasp. Ecclesiastes said there is nothing new
under the sun — the injustices we confront today are not born
of our time, nor that of Dr. King and the Civil Rights movement
60 years ago, nor the abolitionist movement a hundred years
earlier, which first inspired these words.
The arc is long, but our tradition teaches that we must take an
active role in bending it towards justice. As Pirkei Avot teaches
us, ‘lo aleicha ham’lacha ligmor, v’lo atah ben chorin l’hivateil
mimenah’ — it is not up to you to complete the work, but you
are not free to avoid or desist from it.
Some of that important work takes the form of inquiry
and study. For the past year, many in our community have
engaged in difficult conversations around issues of race and
power, equity and access, criminal justice reform, anti-racisim,
anti-semitism, disability rights, and more. Through the
Social Justice Book Club and the WTS Book Club and speaker
series, and the speakers and programs we held this year, we
have wrestled with so many difficult issues that pervade our
society, and we’ve only started scratching the surface of the
systemic problems that face our world.
Yet I am filled with hope. Not only from the promise made by
Dr. King, but from the promise of the next generation taking
their part in this important pursuit. Our new youth program,
YOZMA (initiative), is built around the premise that we have
a sacred obligation to educate, cultivate, and empower our
teens to become the leaders of the change they (and we) want
to see in the world. (You can read more about this program in
our youth programs section.)
Together, our community has demonstrated its ability to make
transformative change in areas of social justice and social action,
and our work continues. Now our youth will march forward with
their own initiative, bending the arc ever closer towards justice.
May we be so lucky to follow their lead one day soon.
– Rabbi Regev
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Welcome
Rabbi Freedman

We are delighted to introduce
the community to Rabbi Daniel
Freedman, who will take his position
as Temple Sinai’s Rabbi Educator on
July 1, 2021. Rabbi Freedman comes
to us from Santa Barbara Hillel, where
he served as Senior Jewish Educator.
He received a Master of Arts in Jewish
Education in 2018 and his rabbinic ordination in 2020, both
from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion.
Rabbi Freedman is engaged to Rabbi Liora Alban, who serves
as Director of Education at Peninsula Temple Sholom in
Burlingame.
Rabbi Freedman will lead Temple Sinai’s Religious School and
assume primary responsibility for educational programming
for students in grades K – 6 and their families. He will also have
rabbinic duties, with a focus on serving Religious School and
preschool families. His rabbinic duties — which will likely evolve
over time — will include leading worship services, conducting
life cycle events, providing pastoral care to congregants and
occasionally leading Torah study.
We are thrilled to welcome Rabbi Freedman to Temple Sinai
in this role. In the short (and virtual!) time that we spent with
him over the past winter and early spring, he impressed us
enormously with his wisdom, his vision, his teaching, his
menschlichkeit and his deep interest in people. He balances
exceptional scholarship with a genuine enthusiasm and
passion for Judaism as a lived experience. We are confident
that he will inspire Temple Sinai youth and their families to
explore and embrace the whole of our tradition and what it
has to offer in our challenging and ever-changing times.
Here is a message to the community from Rabbi Freedman:
Shalom Temple Sinai! I am thrilled to be joining your
historic, innovative and warm community! I look forward
to meeting you, especially the K-6 families with whom
I will work closely over the coming years. I enjoy playing
Jewish geography, so prepare to answer the question,
“Where are you from?” Be well and see you all soon!
~ Rabbi Daniel Freedman
Please stay tuned for the announcement of meet-and-greet
events later in the summer, some of which (we hope) will
be in person. In the meantime, please feel free to email
Rabbi Freedman at rabbifreedman@oaklandsinai.org and
introduce yourself to him.
Please join us in welcoming Rabbi Freedman, Rabbi Alban and
their adorable dog Rexy to Temple Sinai!
– Sara Klein

From the FrontWORSHIP
Office

Religious School
Thank You From
Stephanie Ben Simon

Thank you students, parents,
faculty, staff, senior staff, education
committee, board, and each and
every congregant. Thank you all
for the incredible past two years.
I say incredible because by
definition the word incredible
means impossible to believe,
difficult to believe, or extraordinary.

These past two years have most definitely been anything
but ordinary beginning with me Zooming into faculty
orientation from the hospital just before I gave birth.
Could any one of us have ever imagined that a faculty
orientation with a Zoom aspect foreshadowed by the end
of the year, the entire school, congregation and world
would be on Zoom? There was nothing ordinary about
pivoting on the drop of a dime to a virtual school and there
was nothing ordinary about planning and executing an
entirely virtual year. But we did it! That in itself is what has
made these past two years (that really FEEL like a lifetime)
incredible. This community has been unbelievably resilient,
intentional, and all-around remarkable. It wasn’t easy, and
things weren’t always perfect, but we did unbelievably well
in the midst of a pandemic. The bonds that I created with
each of you have deepened and strengthened during this
time and they will stay with me forever. The conversations
I have had here have broadened my outlook. I have grown
in so many ways with so many of you. Once again, I say
thank you.
While it is bittersweet for me to leave this wonderful
community and head back east where I will be the Director of
Education at Temple Shaaray Tefila in Bedford Corners, NY,
I believe that these past two years have strengthened us all.
We did it together and we are here to see the other side. I am
forever changed because of our time together. May we all go
from strength to strength and may we all be strengthened in,
and by, the process. Chazak, chazak, v’nitchazek.
– Stephanie Ben Simon

The Unpredictability of the
Predictable

“Do not separate yourself from the community” ~ Hillel
I am proud of how we as a community first pivoted to allvirtual gatherings, then reopened the preschool, and are now
planning to reopen our spiritual home. We have done so with
grace and respect for each other’s needs with only minor
bumps along the way. At a time when we might have only
looked inward — we made the choice to concern ourselves
with the community.
As we head into month 15 of the Covid19 pandemic, we
are seeing a glimmer of hope for a new normal. It has been
an interesting journey, as a newcomer to the Bay Area and
now completing my second year as Temple Sinai’s Executive
Director. None of us could have anticipated the ebbs and flows
of this past year.
While we can learn from the challenges that we have faced,
the past year has also offered silver linings. Collectively, we
have answered the call to serve those in need locally. We have
celebrated the High Holy Days and Festival Holidays, Shabbat
every week, weddings, and many B’nei Mitzvah.
We have also mourned the passing of beloved congregants
and congregants’ loved ones. We have participated in social
justice demonstrations, and weathered destruction on nearby
streets and a hate crime against our building. Through it all,
our musical programs, book discussions, Torah study, social
justice initiatives, and a wide array of programming sponsored
by several committees, has kept our congregational family
connected. We remain a strong and vibrant community.
As we start planning for a careful return to the building, we are
looking back and thinking ahead. We understand that much
has changed. We honor the past while anticipating the future,
balancing tradition and change. We know that we cannot
simply pick up where we left off but rather, we must plan for
change as we remember those whose shoulders we stand
upon and learn from those who came before us. We will be
both reflective and proactive as we consider new initiatives to
pursue a course that feels right to our community.
The opportunities that lie ahead are unlimited. In the coming
months, our community will begin the process of coming back
together, doing so with the continued care and concern for the
health, safety, and wellbeing of our community.
Have a beautiful and safe summer.
Fondly,
Terrie Goren
Executive Director
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FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK
Youth

Youth is Better Together

O

ne could argue that being a
teenager during the pandemic
has been difficult. So many milestone
moments have been changed or lost,
so many friendships undeveloped,
so many typical teenage experiences
just didn’t happen. The 2020-2021
year marked the 4th year of our teen
program. We had just hit our stride
and were planning for an epic year, but like everyone, never
could have guessed how dramatically our plans would
change. For some, the transition was just too much. Too
much Zoom, too much different, too much to manage. For
others, weekly meetings on Zoom were a source of comfort,
familiarity, community, and fun. Our 7th graders consistently
filled two screens mostly with cameras on, as we navigated
our way through lessons on philanthropy and Jewish values.
After careful consideration, and a lot of research, they chose
three wonderful organizations to donate tzedkah to. A mighty
and committed group of 8th graders experimented with
what worked for them as they had small group discussions
on current events, played lots of games, and tried to make
meaning of the world they were living in. We watched many
become B’nei Mitzvah over Zoom but with all the love and
celebration as if we were all together. We met monthly for
Rosh Hodesh as the moon became new. Older teens met
weekly on Zoom to tie together current events and Jewish
values, participate in social Justice seminars at the RAC, and
meet with long time congregants to build connections through
the generations in a program we called Better Together.

The year taught us a lot about resilience, and what we are able
to handle. We learned the importance of mental health and
taking care of ourselves and each other. It caused a shift in
our thinking and we learned that just because we’ve “always”
done something, that does not mean it was working.
We are so excited to invite all our teens to new programming
in the coming year. Rabbi Regev and I are working hard to
develop teen leaders. We have a strong, committed team
already assembled to help guide us into the next phase of
teen programming at Temple Sinai. All teen programming will
shift to Tuesday, or as we still like to call it, “Jewsday”. Our
7th and 8th graders will meet at temple from 4:30 – 6:00pm to
learn about philanthropy, Israel, and the Holocaust. The teen
lounge and the cereal bar are waiting for you! Older teens will
meet from 6:30 – 8:00pm to focus on Social Action, mental
health, and issues that matter to them. Feedback from the
teens over the past year has taught us that they value being
together, miss dinners, and we cannot wait to be in person,
learning and doing.
We are so thankful and appreciative for those who stuck with us
for the year, and to those who reached out to let us know they
would be back. We have missed those who took a break and we
welcome everyone back with open arms. We are hopeful as we
return to a new normal, that all Temple Sinai teens will make this
new program their own and take advantage of the community
that has kept a place for you. Each of us has been changed by
the experience of the past year. We look forward to making new
memories, new friendships, and new experiences together.
– Michele Quiat

What began as an idea to keep teens connected and busy
quickly turned into a congregation-wide project. In an effort to
keep the holidays alive at home, we launched a subscription
box called Create & Celebrate. It included everything a family
needs to celebrate holidays at home. The feedback from this
project has been great, so we’ll continue it.
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(l to r) Create and Celebrate Hanukkah,
Purim and Passover holiday boxes.

WORSHIP
Youth

Introducing Yozma—
Temple Sinai’s new Youth Program
Yozma is Hebrew for “initiative”. As we reflect on all that the past year has been for our teens, we felt initiative
was an appropriate name for our new teen program, YOZMA: The Temple Sinai Teen Leadership Initiative. This
program is designed to engage our teens with critical issues facing our society and provide them with the Jewish
values and tools necessary to respond to this unprecedented time in our history. Not content to simply stand by
as injustices happen in the world around them, our teens realize that their voice matters and that their actions
can make a difference.
This year will be the start of something new that will continue for years to come. Through YOZMA, our teens will
be empowered to build a network of social connections focused on creating a sense of purpose to make a change
in the world around them, whether locally or nationally. As we start this new program, we are excited to have a
select group of highly engaged teens who have embarked on a year-long Leadership Council commitment that
will guide and inform the focus of the Tuesday night program.

MECHINA
Grades 7 & 8
Meet on Tuesdays
4:30-6:00pm
Dinner 6-6:30
RoHo
Grades 7-8
Monthly meeting for
female identifying
individuals.

There is a place for every teen to
participate. All are invited to join us in
the fall as we gather at temple for fun,
food, social connections and to deepen
our learning about the root causes of societal
challenges. We will explore and internalize
the Jewish values that compel us to address these
challenges and develop the initiative to become agents of
change and make a lasting impact in our community.

See you on
“Jewsday
Nights!”
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YOZMA
Grades 9-12
Dinner 6-6:30
Meet on Tuesdays
6:30-8:00pm

MADRICHIM
Grades 8-11
Dates TBD

Teen leaders
working with
Religious School
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The YOZMA Sinai Teen Leadership
Initiative will extend the collective
social impact of our congregation.
YOZMA will enable our teens to take a
leadership role in transforming the
world through sustained focus on
the needs of our local community.
They will identify, address and
engage with systemic issues that are
ripe for change.
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Temple Sinai has a longstanding commitment to social action. We are excited to partner with and learn from
those within the temple community and in the greater-Oakland and national Jewish communities who are
already involved in this important work. In collaboration with our
congregational social action leaders and clergy, Temple
Sinai teens will gather on Tuesday nights to explore
the Jewish values that compel us to work in the
rogrammin
pursuit of Tzedek for all.
and is in
th p

YOUTH
LEADERSHIP
COUNCIL

“Better CONFIRMATION
12th Grade
Together”
inter-generational
community
program
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David Pregerson Preschool

Living Out the Value of Community

Our school year is wrapping up and in
many ways, it is a typical end to the
year. Our oldest children have outgrown
the playground, ready for the transition
to new schools and new adventures.
In our threes’ classes, many of the
children have now turned four and their
development is characterized by BIG
questions, BIG ideas, and BIG feelings.
They are ready to step into the role of big kids on campus.
Finally, our twos, who were truly toddlers at the beginning of
the school year are now preschoolers at home in their school
and with their friends. The children have thrived this year, their
resiliency and adaptability led them through a successful year
of school.
Of course, we know this was no ordinary year of preschool.
We had to restructure the operations of our school, develop
new ways of communicating with our families who were not
permitted into the building this year, give prospective families
virtual tours, and build community in innovative ways. Not
only were there many operational changes, we also needed to
operate differently as a community. Each year, our staff focuses
on a different Jewish value. This year, we picked kehillah/
community because we knew that in many ways, we needed to
reinvent what our preschool community would look like. With
the amazing partnership of our parents and staff, we made sure
that our school not only functioned safely and seamlessly, but
we also could rely on each other to get through the unknown
and uncertainty. I want to extend my deepest appreciation and
gratitude to our families for putting their trust in us and each
other. For making the many adjustments, for showering our
teachers with the love and appreciation they deserve, for living
out the value of what community truly means.
This school year was a team effort, the synagogue staff
and lay leadership made it a priority to reopen the school.
Consequently, we were able to keep all of our preschool staff
employed and our doors open for our families. Our Preschool
Parent Committee, led by our president Michelle Van Tijen and
vice-president Laura Rubenstein, have been our community
builders. They are the sounding board, voices of reason, and
our greatest advocates. I am so grateful for their leadership this
year along with all of the members of the PPC. In addition,
we have had a team of medical professionals, two who are
preschool parents who continue to help us navigate the
many, many COVID-related issues that arose this year.
They made themselves available to us day and night since
we reopened last summer. We are so grateful for their
expertise and counsel. A huge thank you to Miranda Surjadi,
Becky McEntee and Howard Backer.
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In a text we studied at the beginning of this year, Rabbi
Jonathan Sacks z”l wrote, “We find God in community. We
develop virtue, strength of character, and a commitment to the
common good in community. Community is local. It is society
with a human face. It is not government. It is not the people
we pay to look after the welfare of others. It is the work we do
ourselves, together.”
As we close this year and look ahead to a new school year, may
we continue to work together to maintain connection, strength
and belonging in this sacred school community.
– Ellen Lefkowitz

Committees at Work
Women of Temple Sinai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Staying Safe, Being Connected and
Engaged While Finding Ways to
Enjoy and Appreciate Life

Wow, this has been an unprecedented year for Women of
Temple Sinai that has been filled with the appreciation of
life and has helped us find ways to maintain and expand
programming that kept us together even when in isolation.
WTS found new ways to reach out through Zoom, but
more importantly, amazing women stepped up to create
and manage programs that brought so much enrichment
into our homes. New connections and relationships were
created as Temple Sinai women (and some men) shared their
experiences and talents in our programming.
A quick recap that will also guide us in future WTS
programming included:
•

kicking off the year with humor and movement

•

bringing engaging movie discussions into our homes,

•

having critical conversations on racism in “safe”
facilitated discussions.

•

guiding strategies for Coping and Thriving in Covid.

•

discussing Jewish influenced movies

•

gathering together for Women’s Torah Study

•

culminating in an inspiring Women’s Shabbat

•

participating in the unbroken tradition of long running
Women’s Seder

•

enjoying sweet treats baked and delivered for a Templewide Passover Havdalah Dessert tasting

•

empowering women to have a better understanding of
investment strategies

•

staying active through Zoom swing dancing and weekly
dancing

•

getting SIP (Shelter in Place) weekly updates of humor
and meaningful distractions

•

learning advanced baking skills through a fun Kitchen
Series

•

targeting fundraising for Youth Alive, Shalom Bayit,
Alameda Food Bank, First Place for Youth

•

Temple Sinai camperships, preschool and religious school

•

navigating enhanced technology trainings in order to
provide our virtual gatherings

This year has proven that we are “STRONGER TOGETHER”.
WTS hope that our explosion of possibilities in challenging
times will continue as there is much to accomplish together.
WTS is beginning a new year of possibilities and looks forward
to and invites all women of Temple Sinai to engage, educate,
impact our community and enjoy each other’s company
together in the coming year.
If you are interested in helping plan the new year, please send
an email to SinaiWTS@oaklandsinai,org.
We look forward to hearing your suggestions and value your
participation.

Membership Committee  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Distanced Meeting,
Enthusiastic Greeting!

The Committee is nine members strong, we work
independently and don’t have meetings! Our ongoing activity
is to contact and welcome new congregants and keep in touch
with them during their first year of temple membership.
We also provide and deliver
welcome gift bags. It is a
pleasure to meet new members;
during the pandemic that has
usually been at their doorway!
Hopefully we’ll recognize one
another when we finally meet,
maskless, at our beautiful
temple!
In the past we have held new
member brunches and preservice appetizer socials.
Our mission also includes
outreach to the larger
Jewish community; we have
represented Temple Sinai at such
events at the East Bay JCC.
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New prayer books will be included
in each Welcome Gift Bag.

The committee is always looking for temple members who
would like to join us in welcoming new congregants and/or
participating in outreach activities.
For more information, contact me at
membership@oaklandsinai.org.
– CeCe Langs

There is no way to have predicted this past year, and there is
no way to adequately thank or name all the women (and some
fine men) who were participants, planners, members and
leaders for their energy and shared support. There is also no
way to adequately thank the Temple Sinai office staff, Temple
Sinai Executive Director and Clergy for their support, patience
and clever solutions.
oaklandsinai.org
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Committees (continued)
People of the Book Literacy Project . . . . . . .

Leading Through Literacy

While we are pleased that schools have finally
reopened after mostly distance learning, this has
been a most difficult year for Oakland public school
students and staff. We are so grateful to have been
able to provide some outreach to our partner
schools and our community. Thanks to donors who
have provided funds and gifts, our People of the
Book Literacy Project has been able to:
•

Provide one-on-one distance tutoring, to
many Greenleaf students. (Thank you, tutors,
for overcoming Zoom obstacles and learning
the skills of tutoring online. Teachers,
students and families have been very grateful
to have your mentoring.)

•

Hold school-wide book giveaways
(incorporated into distributions of schools’
learning materials and supplies to families)
at three of our partner schools, totaling over
2,000 books

•

Host the Adopt a Family Project, helping over
145 students, and assisting many families
in need at Greenleaf School — providing
gift cards to be used throughout the year,
over 400 new books, new shoes, food bags,
Warriors’ items and more

•

Provide over 150 board books to Habitot
Children’s Museum and St. Mary’s Preschool
for distribution to vulnerable preschoolers

•

Encourage participation in Greenleaf’s Career
Day — thank you to congregants, and friends
of congregants, who have participated for
many years

Thank you so much to the many people who have
helped support our projects. With your open
hearts, you instill a love of books in some of the
neediest communities, and also help with food
and other necessities.
As we look ahead to the next school year, we
are dedicated to providing literacy materials,

once again, to our partner schools’ students.
We need your help to fund the purchases
of beautiful books for school libraries and
students’ homes. Donations can be made
to People of the Book and mailed to Temple
Sinai. (We will let you know when we can, once
again, start collecting your new and gentlyused books.)
If you have questions, please contact either
Judy Zollman (readerjz@gmail.com) or Jean
Stein (jean@steinfamily.com). Thank you.
Quote from Naomi Stein, tutor:
“My student is friendly and open and loves
to learn so it’s just such a joy, and to be
able to see progress in such a short time is
heartening. Thank you for this joy and for
the work you do and have done for ages, to
bring this sort of help to Oakland’s kids and
joy and meaning to Oakland’s elders.
Yasher Koach!”
Teacher’s thank you to Dr. Bob Feldman, for
presenting at Greenleaf’s Career Day this year.
“I just wanted to send you a thank you note
that my 4th grade class made after your
visit last week. As a science teacher, I loved
watching my students’ eyes light up as you
showed them the inner workings of a human
heart. You definitely inspired some future
doctors in the room!”
“Each year, the AAF program brings joy to so
many of our Greenleaf families in need. This
year, however, the need was particularly
acute, and you stepped up to support at a
time when so many families were in dire need.
From the entire Greenleaf family, I send you
my deepest gratitude.”
Annika Rudback
Principal

Social Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Social Action Stays Strong

Wear a mask? No physical contact? Zoom meetings?
No problem for Sinai Social Action.
Continuing to help the hungry
Since December, Temple Sinai has continued its active support
for people with food insecurity. In addition to providing
volunteer staff for the Wednesday evening food pantry at
the Telegraph Community Center, several vaccinated temple
members have joined our partners at First Presbyterian Church
in preparing 150 Sunday lunches and 150 Monday meals.

Education, Information and Community Outreach
Sinai Social Action and Cantor Keys hosted a discussion
with Adam Zucker, director of the film “American Muslim.”
We also hosted an information session on mentorships for
Oakland youth, and another featuring Dig Deeper Farms
and City Slicker Farm, two programs that provide fresh
produce and training opportunities in food-insecure
communities.
Through the Social Action list, we recruited volunteers
for community vaccination clinics at Allen Temple Baptist
Church and the Asian American Health Center, and are also
looking into ways to support the Asian American Pacific
Islander community. In March, a Zoom Unity
Seder provided a meaningful opportunity
to interact with members of the greater
Oakland community.
Stay up to date and get involved
This summer, we are planning some short
community service projects. For ongoing
information about meetings, social
justice activities and community service
opportunities, request to be added to the
Social Action list at sinaisocialaction@
oaklandsinai.org.

Prepping Chicken Cacciatore for 170

No-contact parking lot drives
In December, we collected 83 bags of for Greenleaf School
families, 30 from the pre-school alone. In January, temple
members donated three vanloads of sweaters, jackets,
children’s clothes and diapers.
Racial Justice and Civic Engagement
Temple members wrote and sent nearly 4,000 postcards and
made over 5,000 phone calls to encourage voter turnout in the
Senate Runoff Election in Georgia.
Our Social Action Shabbat featured the Religious Action
Center of Reform Judaism (RAC) and its California arm
(RAC-CA) with a drash by RAC Director Rabbi Jonah Pesner
during the service followed by a conversation with Rabbi
Julie Saxe-Taller, RAC California Senior Organizer. Our work
with the RAC and RAC-CA continues with the launch of a
national racial justice campaign and a California legislative
effort focused on criminal justice reform and protection for
garment workers. Learn more from us and at www.rac.org.

Rodolfo Perez, Outreach Coordinator with Temple Sinai Donations to
Greenleaf School

oaklandsinai.org
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Spotlight

Temple Sinai Members
Serving our Community and the World
A Moving Mitzvah

Like other 13 year-olds in Oakland,
Jack Carlisle was stuck at home
for most of 2020. Coming from
a family committed to serving
others, he thought it would be
fun to do something to brighten
people’s days — something just
about anyone might enjoy.
While Jack’s first attempt to
Jack Carlisle
hang a tree swing was not
successful — rangers chased him and his friends out of
Diamond Park — he did not give up.
“COVID has taken a lot away,” says Jack, “but it has also been
a chance for people to do different things” For Jack, this
has included climbing high up into Oakland trees to hang
20 swings since November 2020. Although the city removed
several, Jack estimates twelve are still swinging.
A family from Temple Beth Abraham gave the project a
thumbs up when nine-year-old Elinor and her mother, Shana,
stopped by. For Elinor, the worst thing about COVID is not
being able to go inside her friend’s house. The two swings
hanging at the intersection of Calmar and Mandana mean
Elinor can have socially distant visits with her friend while
both girls swing. And, for her mother, it is a welcome break
from all the screen time imposed by sheltering in place.
The project was underwritten by contributors to a GoFundMe
Jack created. “We passed our goal of $250 in one day,” Jack
recalls. “We ended up with $544. I plan to donate whatever is
left over to the food bank or a climate activist organization.”
Jack’s mother, Victoria Carlisle, admits it can be terrifying to
watch her son Jack climb 35 feet into the air to hang one of his
tree swings. But she says she is used to it because her brother
was always adventurous. “He was the youngest person in the
world to cycle around it!”
“I think Jack’s project is terrific,” says Victoria. “He is doing a
mitzvah and getting out of the house.”
The rest of Jack’s family also supports the tree swing project.
Sisters Margot and Lucinda help check the swing’s height
when Jack is up in a tree attaching ropes.
“If there is a “silver lining” to COVID,” says Victoria, “this is it.
This is one thing that has been quite fun!”
– Laurie Leiber
12
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Interview with Susan Kahn Levy

Temple Sinai is blessed with many dedicated volunteers.
Below, a summary from an interview with one of the best.
How long have you
volunteered at this temple?
Oh, maybe 60 years? I missed
a few years here while a
member at Beth-El in Berkeley;
my parents were among the
founders there.
Why did you join this temple?
I was born into it. My
grandfather, Frederick Kahn,
was a temple founder. My father,
Frederick Kahn, was a member.
I’ve sat on the bimah in various
roles, in the same chairs in which
they sat.

Susan Levy

Tell us about those roles.
She listed some of the groups and committees — Board of
Trustees, Beautification, Sisterhood/WTS, Gift Shop, Caring
Committee, Membership Committee, Library and others. She
didn’t mention the many special groups she’s worked with
— Shabbat service reimagining, the archives preservation
project, many event planning groups and so many others, plus
her own adult b’not mitzvah in 2006! She also didn’t mention
that she led or initiated many of these.
Why do you volunteer?
It’s what my parents did. I’ve made many friends and learned
new skills. It’s great to be part of the community. It’s so
satisfying! (She didn’t mention her years of work on the board
at Piedmont Gardens, among the many places she serves.)
Three words that capture the essence of Temple Sinai
for you?
She thinks carefully, smiles warmly and responds: home….
tradition…learning.
She has worked very hard to make it home for so many others,
maintaining the temple’s traditions for three extraordinary
generations. Susan is a blessing to our community.
– Robin Reiner

WORSHIP
Long-Term Campaign to Open Village
for Homeless Youth Succeeds

The opening of Youth Spirit Artworks’ Tiny House Village near
the Oakland Coliseum was a “beautiful expression of tikkun
olam,” said YSA’s executive director, Sally Hindman.
Seeing the first residents move in on Feb. 19 was the
culmination of “not a marathon, more of a relay race”
involving an interfaith effort by more than 45 congregations
and about 150 homeless youth, said Hindman, a long-time
Temple Sinai congregant with her husband, Dan Sawislak.

As the project took shape, Sinai members helped build the
cabins, donated toward purchasing mattresses, assembled
baskets of small personal items for each resident, and helped
clean and get cabins ready for move-in day.
“You want to make it feel like a home, not just a box,” said
Social Action Committee member Kate Lucas, who worked
with YSA from the start of the project and coordinated Sinai’s
move-in volunteers.
Lucas said she initially thought Temple Sinai might be able to
sponsor one or maybe two cabins. But after 16 congregants
volunteered to recruit family and friends for the effort, the
temple wound up adopting six.
YSA’s next campaign may be to help Cal State East
Bay create a tiny house village or student housing
cooperative near its Hayward campus. (A 2018 survey
found about 11% of CSU students had been homeless
at some point during the year.)
Hindman says the project is still in its organizing
phases, but the university and at least one council
member are very interested in the idea. And YSA is still
looking for mentors and other volunteers to work with
youth in its existing programs.

Youth Spirit Artworks Executive Director Sally Hindman speaks at the grand opening
celebration of the YSA Tiny House Village in Oakland on April 2, 2021. Photo credit:
Daniel Arauz/CC-by-2.0*

The village includes colorful, hand-built trailer cabins for
22 residents and four resident advisers, two larger yurts for
community activities and cooking, bathroom trailers and a
number of garden plots filled with flowers and fruit trees.
In a joint effort, Oakland provides the property and operating
funds while Berkeley covers case management. Homeless
youth from those cities, ages 18-23, can apply to stay for up
to two years, sharing chores and meals in an environment
that offers job training, creative opportunities and support for
personal growth.

Having met some of the homeless youth who planned
and promoted the village before the pandemic, Lucas
regrets that COVID-19 kept Sinai volunteers from
greeting residents as they moved in.

“Their passion for helping their peers, enthusiasm
for the YSA program, and willingness to step up and do the
difficult work was inspiring,” Lucas said. “It changed me. I
hope others can meet the YSA youth too.”
More information about volunteering is at: https://
youthspiritartworks.org/get-involved/
– Mary Mazzocco

Sinai members participated from the beginning of the process
in 2018, Hindman said, lobbying their city council members
and attending meetings in Berkeley and Oakland that
sometimes lasted after midnight. A number of teens collected
donations to the village for their b’nai mitzvah projects.
“We couldn’t have done the project without the deep
involvement of Temple Sinai,” Hindman said, calling it “a very
moving, very exciting, beautiful expression of tikkun olam on
the part of Temple Sinai.”

Youth project leader Sean McCreary, far left with garden shears, and other YSA
members cut the ribbon at the grand opening celebration of the Tiny House
Village in Oakland on April 2, 2021. Photo credit: Daniel Arauz/CC-by-2.0
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FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK
Giving
Todah rabah! Thank you very much to the following who provided contributions to Temple Sinai. These donations were recorded
between November 12, 2020 and May 1, 2021. For corrections or additions to this list, please contact rhonda@oaklandsinai.org
(510) 451-3263 x303.
Annual Giving Campaign
Terry Alexander and John Blaustein

Fred Isaac and Robin Reiner

Dina Wolkoff

Neil and Denise Jacobson

Bing and Shari Yu

Liz Alpert

Michael Jonath and Sylvie Mwila Jonath

Mark and Susan Zeme

Anonymous

Eliot and Philippa Jubelirer

Marion Bar-Din

Fred Karren

Roger and Tracy Becker

Aaron Kaufmann and Anne Schmitz

Cantor Keys Music Fund
David Alexander and Polly Fox

Mary and Richard Berkowitz

Michael Kent and Becky Rozen

Elaine Binger

Frederic and Sara Kerrest

Mark Bostick and Marna Mignone

Sara Klein

in honor of the fabulous Cantor Keys

Anne Brandon
Jennifer Bretan and Jed Wakefield

in celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin
Charles Wakefield

Arnie and Joyce Brown
Michael Charlson and Susan Austin
John Citron and Felicia Liu
Andy Cohen
Andrew and Randi Drake
John Dresslar and Erika Wodinsky
Barry and Dori Dubin

in memory of Irene Obadia

Myriam Easton
Michael and Jessica Eiselman
Douglas and Lori Elefant
Trish Elliott
Daniel Engler and Sahra Halpern
Elouise Epstein

Gloria Kresch
Richard and CeCe Langs

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and Judith Broude

Lynne Lazarus and Andrew Shear

Bob and Flora Feldman
Dan and Nina Fendel
Sydney Firestone Schimmel
Robin Flagg and Jon Braslaw
Jessica Furer
Michael and Holly Gardner
Sue and Cody Getreuer
Carl and Sarah Goldberg

Steph and Ben Lepow

in memory of Coleen Brewer

Robert Lettieri and Judith Stern
Deena Levine-Lipsett and Michael Lipsett
in memory of Dr. Melvin Lipsett

Ken and Tamar Mahru
Roger Mann
Joel Markowitz and Susan KrowleyMarkowitz
Tom and Jill McCleary
Linda Meldman
Bob and Barbara Morrison
in memory of Marty Ross

Richard Nagler and Sheila Sosnow
Joan Natkin
Glenn and Ricki Oleon

in appreciation of Jon Braslaw and Robin
Flagg for their service to Temple Sinai

Howie Perlin and Susan Rosenthal
Bill and Jenny Perttula
Geoff Piller and Karen Tiedemann
Ed Rosenthal and Jane Klein

Deborah Goldsmith

Joel Sanders and Carol Bieri

Mark Goldsmith

Michelle Siegel

Steve Goldstein and Pat Livingston

Benjamin and Jane Simon

Steve and Andrea Hasegawa

Jeff Simon and Dana Cohen

Steve Herz and Andrea Gross

Esther Malke Singer

Eileen Ingenthron

Mark Snyder and Dawn Kepler

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin
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Elaine Bachrach

in memory of Marty Ross

Chad Baldwin and Kelly Glazer Baldwin
in honor of and celebration of Emmett
Baldwin’s Bar Mitzvah

Elaine Binger

in appreciation of the beautiful shiva minyan
in memory of Pearl Wolffs

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin for her Wakefield Family
in celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of Benjamin
leadership in this challenging year
Wakefield

Carol Muchin

Nadyne Epstein

in memory of Marty Ross

Bart Schenone

Joan Waranoff

Bob and Flora Feldman
Pam Fenenbock
in honor of Cantor Keys

Robin Flagg and Jon Braslaw
Harvey and Deana Freedman
in memory of Marty Ross

Jason and Jocelyne Gardner
Tom Gold
Bob Greenberg and Nanci Tucker

in honor of Lillian Greenberg’s Bat Mitzvah

Ann Greenspan

in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Sabrina Goldberg

Herb Holman and Leslie Paine

in honor of Cantor Keys’ 25 years at Temple Sinai
in memory of Albert Bensusan

Deborah and David Kirshman

in honor of Cantor Keys on the occasion of
Riley Concannon’s Bat Mitzvah

Bob and Barbara Morrison
in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Joan Natkin

in memory of Robert G. Chacona and Kenneth
H. Natkin

Oakland Symphony

in appreciation of Cantor Keys’s participation
at the Oakland Symphony Chorus retreat

Sherri Richards

in appreciation of Cantor Keys
in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Jane and Lew Ripsteen

in memory of Martha Ross

Barbara Ross

in memory of Martha “Marty” Ross

Stan Ross

Barbara and Geoff Kotin

Gabrielle Sloane

CeCe and Richard Langs

in memory of Marty Ross

Somers Satué family

in celebration of Teresa Satué’s Bat Mitzvah

in memory of Lila Wahrhaftig

WORSHIP

Jill and Dan Saper
Schuldt Family
Women of Temple Sinai

in appreciation of Fine Arts Committee Singers
on their 2021 Tin Pan Alley Zoom Sing-Along
Rabbi Chester Discretionary Fund

St. Mark’s Choir

Dorian Mintzer

Elaine Binger

Father Blake Sawicky,
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

Charis Moore and Jim Wyman

Tom DeWit and Janine Bloch

Larry Stone and Danielle Vidal

Tanya Wodinsky

in honor of Cantor Keys’ 25 years at Temple Sinai

in honor of Cantor Keys’ 25 years at Temple Sinai

Mark and Janet Taksa

in memory of Pearl Wolffs, who loved music

in appreciation of the wonderful program,
From Bimah to Broadway
in celebration of the Bat Mitzvah of
Carla Kruger-Moore
in honor of all the members of the Fine Arts
Committee and their hard work

Myron and Cecelia Tessler

Marla Broude and Bernard Stein

Ana Turetsky

Lee Tempkin

in honor of Cantor Keys’ 25 years at Temple Sinai
in memory of Gene Turetsky

David and Audrey Wagman
Jack Wahrhaftig, Lynn O’Connor, Peter
Wahrhaftig, and Marc Wahrhaftig
in memory of Lila Wahrhaftig

Sarah and Matt Weisman
in memory of Pearl Wolffs

David N. Wolffs

in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Caring Community Fund
Dan and Natalie Crouch
in memory of Harry Flagg

Lori and Doug Elefant

in memory of Harry Flagg

Ruth Jaffe

in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Chuck Ross and Mary Triest
in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Marla Broude and Bernard Stein
in memory of Marty Ross

Endowment Fund
Family of David & Audrey Adler

in memory of David and Audrey Adler

Estate of Amelia Lemmon
Estate of Muriel and Irv Schnayer

in memory of Lila Wahrhaftig

Andy Wolpert & Karen Marker

in appreciation of Tin Pan Alley on
Zoom 2021

Joe Remcho Fund for Preschool
Scholarships
Linsey Morrison
Jane Simon and Ben Simon
in memory of Marty Ross

Greg and Natasha Terk
Joellyn Weiss Memorial Fund —
URJ Camp Scholarships
Women of Temple Sinai
Maureen’s Garden
Rhonda Hartman and Family

in memory of Raymond Anderson

People of the Book —
Oakland Literacy Project
Jim Chanin and Rachel Richman

in appreciation of People of the Book

Charmian Cohen

in memory of Mildred Cohen
in memory of Harold Cohen and
Dr. Martin Cohen

Bob and Flora Feldman
in honor of Judy Zollman

in appreciation of the beautiful shiva minyan
in memory of Pearl Wolffs
in appreciation of Rabbi Chester’s support

Michael and Holly Gardner

in memory of Dr. Frank Rosenberg

Susan D. Supran

in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Rita Zwerdling

in appreciation of Rabbi Chester

Rabbi Giving Fund
Holly and Michael Gardner

in memory of Herbert V. Mason

Bob and Barbara Morrison
in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Barbara Schonfeld

in memory of Ron Schonfeld, who
taught me to be generous

Kevin Schwartz

in celebration of Milana Schwartz’s
Bat Mitzvah, with special thanks to
Michele Quiat

Frank and Libby Silver

in memory of Rita Youngerman Silver

David Weinstein

in memory of Martha Inlander Ross

Rabbi Mates-Muchin
Discretionary Fund
Anonymous
Chad Baldwin and Kelly Glazer Baldwin
in honor of and celebration of Emmett
Baldwin’s Bar Mitzvah

Ricki Bennett and family

in appreciation of Rabbi for unveiling for
Adrienne Sue Bennett and helping with the
Hebrew on the grave marker

Lorin Blum and Jean Brady

Estate of Yvonne Levy

Marty Glick and Judy Zollman

John Bock and Julia Mates

Fine Arts Fund
Anonymous

Marvin and Rhoda Lewis

Burt Boltuch

Elaine Binger

in appreciation of Phil Rubin & Laurie Leiber
for organizing the Broadway
Sing-Along

Ann Bornstein

in memory of Irving Schnayer

Nadyne Epstein

in memory of Sharon Garrett
in honor of Barbara Gross

Robin Merritt

in memory of Barbara Gross

Leslie Summerfield
Preschool Fund
Anonymous
Lori and Doug Elefant

in memory of Lila Wahrhaftig
in memory of Audrey Adler
in appreciation of Phil and Laurie and the Fine
Amy Kelly
Arts Committee for a wonderful Sing-Along
in memory of Marty Ross
Joan Natkin

in memory of Jerry Muchin

in celebration of the birth of
Harrison Richardson

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston
in memory of Aleshia Armour

Ronnie Caplane

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Catherine deCuir

in memory of Ruth deCuir

Adam and Carrie Dove
Bob and Flora Feldman
oaklandsinai.org
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FROM THE
CANTOR’S DESK
Giving
(continued)
Fred Fink and June Cochran

David and Audrey Wagman

Robin Flagg and Jon Braslaw

Jack Wahrhaftig, Lynn O’Connor, Peter
Wahrhaftig, and Marc Wahrhaftig

Jennifer and Abe Friedman
Jason and Jocelyne Gardner
Michael and Holly Gardner

in memory of Phyllis Rosenberg

Bob Greenberg and Nanci Tucker

in honor of Lillian Greenberg’s Bat Mitzvah

Herb Holman and Leslie Paine
in memory of Abe Holman

Steven Horowitz and Rachel Koretsky
in honor of Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Moss and Renee Kardener

in memory of Dr. Allen Fremont

Deborah and David Kirshman

in appreciation of Riley Concannon’s
Bat Mitzvah

Sara Klein

in honor of Rabbi Mates-Muchin for her
outstanding leadership of Temple Sinai

in memory of Lila Wahrhaftig

Rita Zwerdling

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Rabbi Regev Discretionary Fund
Elaine Binger
in honor of the birth of Jacob Regev

Religious School Fund
Dori and Barry Dubin

in memory of Jonathan Obadia

Women of Temple Sinai
Religious School Fund-Rabbi
Freedman’s Books
Matti Fromson and Tom Mayhew
in honor of the hard work of the
Rabbi-Educator Search Committee

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston

Sara and Thomas Klein

Wakefield Family

Stern Lecture Fund
Marla Broude and Bernard Stein

in celebration of the birth of Harris Richardson in honor of the hard work of the
Rabbi-Educator Search Committee
in memory of Aleshia Armour
in celebration of the birth of Jacob Tal Regev Scholar-in-Residence
in celebration of Benjamin Wakefield’s Bar
Mitzvah

in memory of Murray Gordon

Michael and Jessica Eiselman

Social Action/Anti-Hunger Fund

Bob and Flora Feldman

Betsy Bigelow-Teller and Family

in celebration of Shayna Eiselman becoming a
Anonymous
Bat Mitzvah

in memory of Jerome and Suzanne Teller

Barbara and Tom Leanse

Carol Hoffman

Elaine and Steve Markowitz

Sarah Marchick and Rob Hallman

Ronnie Caplane

Dan McClosky and Nan Toder

Brett and Linsey Morrison

Miranda Dean

in memory of Jerry Muchin

in memory of Hyla Weiskind
in memory of Marty Ross

Elizabeth and Shawn Moyle
Carol Muchin

in memory of Jerry Muchin

Muchin Family
Joan Natkin

in memory of Robert G. Chacona and
Kenneth H. Natkin

in memory of Alvin Grossman
in honor of Rabbi Regev

on the occasion of the birth of
Jacob Regev

Bob and Barbara Morrison

in honor of Rabbi Regev leading
Tuesday Minyan
in honor of Don Falk winning the Trivia Contest

Joan Natkin

in memory of Robert G. Chacona and Kenneth
H. Natkin

Dick and Peg Roisman

Sherri Richards

Bart Schenone

Dick and Peg Roisman

in memory of C. Franklin Rockwell
in memory of Norma Margulies
in memory of Gerald S. Margulies
in memory of Alberta Schenone
in memory of Joseph Schenone

Dana Cohen and Jeff Simon
in memory of Martin Stillman

Gabrielle Sloane Law
Somers Satué family

on the occasion of Teresa Satué’s Bat Mitzvah

Larry Stone and Danielle Vidal
Reva Tankle and John McArthur

in celebration of Brandon Kerr becoming a
Jew by choice

in celebration of the birth of Jacob Tal Regev
in appreciation of Rabbi Regev

Lisa Rosenthal and Jim Bramson

in appreciation of Rabbi Regev and Cantor
Keys for Eli Knisbacher’s Bar Mitzvah

Gabrielle Sloane Law
David and Audrey Wagman
Joan Waranoff

in honor of the arrival of Jacob Tal. Mazel tov
to Rabbis Regev and Noah.

Sarah and Matthew Weisman

in honor of the birth of Jacob Regev

Dina Wolkoff

in honor of the birth of Jacob Tal Regev

David Thorne and Esther Saidman

Women of Temple Sinai

Ana Turetsky

Rita Zwerdling

in memory of Beverley D. Thorne

in appreciation of Allyce Kimmerling
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in honor of the birth of Jacob Regev
in honor of the birth of Jacob Tal Regev

Linda Burnett and Rabbi Adar
in memory of Joe Remcho

Mark and Maxine Drexler
Donald Falk
Bob and Flora Feldman
Dan and Nina Fendel
Stewart Florsheim and Judy Rosloff
Gloria Kresch

in memory of Herman Kresch, Edward Kresch
and Ada Kresch
in memory of Abe Haya

Mary Mazzocco

on the occasion of the YSA Tiny House Village
project

Bess Gurman and Peter Miller
in memory of Harry Flagg

Linda and Ron Posner

in memory of Al Grossman

Sanford and Barbara Rosenthal

in honor of Eli Knisbacher’s Bar Mitzvah and in
appreciation of Rabbi Regev and Cantor Keys

Marla Broude and Bernard Stein
in memory of Joanne Elefant

Urkofsky Family

in memory of Allen Joseph Urkofsky

David and Audrey Wagman
Women of Temple Sinai

in appreciation of Natalie Crouch, Laurie
Earp, Kate Lucas and Nadya Sanchez for their
leadership

Special Education Fund
Kenneth and Eileen Housfeld

Annie Goldsmith

Margery Zelles

Charles Green and Sheri Cohen

Where the Need Is Greatest Fund
Dena Belzer and Chuck Adams

Frances Greenberg

in memory of Linda Housfeld

in honor of Mike Levy’s birthday

in memory of Pearl Wolfs

Jamie Albrecht

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin for
walking alongside me on my journey to
conversion + beyond

Janet Gordon

in memory of Audrey Adler
in memory of Martha Ross

WORSHIP

Ron Pacheco

in memory of Pearl Wolffs

The Rubenstein Family

in memory of our very good friend and
longtime Temple Sinai congregant Audrey Adler

Daniel and Gail Rubinfeld

Kathy Grogan

Steven Sackrin and
Pennie Bacon-Sackrin

Marc and Cherie Hallert

Kay Lynn Schreve

in memory of Aaron Greenberg
in memory of Marilyn Levinson
in honor of Barbara and Bob Morrison
in memory of Jess Hallert

Michael Sands and Carolyn Hoppe
in memory of Pearl Wolffs—in honor of her
beautiful life, well-lived

David Alexander and Polly Fox

George Hamilton and Kathleen Lynaugh

Teddy and Bruce Schwab

Anonymous

Bruce and Jackie Horwitz

Michael Semler and Vicky Loel

in memory of Irv Schnayer

Janet Ball

in memory of Harry Flagg

Phil Ardery and Samantha Beckerman
in memory of Ruth Belzer

Kerry Becklund and Caryn Becker
Bob Belzer and Jennifer Colosimo
in memory of Rose Belzer
in memory of Martha Ross

Pam and Karen Blackfield

in memory of our beloved Pearl Wolffs

Sofiya Blank and family

in memory of Ita Klebanova

Simon and Sofiya Blank

in memory of Rachel Gurevich
in memory of Valery Rugnicksky

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston
in memory of Marilyn Levinson

David and Suzanne Broad

in memory of Barbara Rosenberg

Linda Burnett and Rabbi Adar
Regan and Christopher Chagal
Charles Chapman

in memory of Pearl Wolffs
in memory of Marty Ross

Schoen/Huntington Family
in memory of Fritzi Schoen

Michael and Diana Hurwitz
Fred Isaac and Robin Reiner

in memory of Pearl Wolffs
in celebration of Pearl Wolffs’s birthday
in memory of Irving Isaac

Mark Jacobson and Ilona Frieden
Rena and Hal Jaffe

in memory of Pearl Wolffs, a dear friend of
the Weissbrod Family

Michael Jonath and Sylvie Mwila Jonath
Clif Bar & Company (matching gift)
Gloria Kresch

in memory of Pearl Wollfs

in memory of Perry Marc Loel
in memory of Barry Jay Bertram

Sheri, Phil, and Naomi Shemanski
in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Shenker Osorio Family

in honor of Shai Osorio’s Bar Mitzvah

Wendy Simon

in appreciation of the leadership of the clergy,
board and staff during this difficult year

Marla Broude and Bernard Stein
in memory of Bernie Sideman

Nathan Stein

in memory of Laurel Stein

Bryan Stucky and Jillian Ellis
David Thorne and Esther Saidman

in memory of Avner Haya and Menashe Haya
in memory of Herman Kresch, Edward Kresch
and Ada Kresch

Joseph Turner

Drs. Vita J Land and Harold S. Zarkowsky

Maxine Turret

in memory of Martin Stillman

Larry and Dana Levine

in memory of Rosanne L. Eigenfeld

in memory of Sergeant Dan Sakai, Oakland
Police
in appreciation of Temple Sinai’s Clergy, and
the generosity they and their families have
offered this year

The Long Family

Will Gold Memorial Fund

Wendy Ellen Cochran

in appreciation of Aaron and Amy Jo Goldfarb Jeremy W Potash
in memory of Hyla Weiskind
Pat Macholl

Laureen and David Cohen

Nick and Kathy Madsen

Yesod
Mike and Linda Baker

in memory of Joy Chapman
in memory of Rosalind Schacknow
in appreciation of the Wise Aging discussions
and lectures

Tamara Cohen and Barry Silverstein
in celebration of Allia Calkins and Kyle
DeLand’s upcoming wedding

in memory of Pearl Wolffs

Jennifer Bomze and Layne Martin

in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Violet Martin

David and Lisa Merenbach

in memory of Martin Stillman

Carla Della Zoppa

Charles Miller

The Rockridge Fund East Bay
Community Foundation

Bob and Barbara Morrison

Jacob and Louise Epstein

Carol Muchin

Jennifer Esch and Soren Peterson
Myra and Jerry Feiger

Robin M. Nagel

in memory of Pearl Wolffs

in memory of Stephen Block

on the occasion of Arlene and Larry Saidman’s
special birthdays

in memory of Frank and Janice Miller, Isadore
and Rose Miller, and Sidney Miller

in memory of Marty Ross
in memory of Alice Pillar Shakow

Jacob and Louise Epstein

in memory of Marty Ross
in memory of Alice Shakow Piller

Youth Scholarships
Bob and Flora Feldman
Women of Temple Sinai

in memory of Helen Rosin and Alvin Muchin
in memory of Libby Muchin, beloved mother
in appreciation of our Clergy & Staff for
great ruach and creativity throughout this
Pandemic year
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Remembrances
Irv & Muriel Schnayer— The Legacy of a Dynamic Duo

I

rv and Muriel (Mundt) Schnayer were powerful forces for
positive change — a dynamic duo. Long-time members of
Temple Sinai, they took their commitment to tikkun olam
to the highest heights in their seven decades together,
generously offering their
time, talent and treasure to
myriad causes. Muriel and
Irv celebrated their 70th
wedding anniversary before
Muriel’s passing in 2019 at
the age of 93. Irv was also
93 when he died in 2020.
Muriel and Irv met in Chicago
during World War II through
Irv’s sister, Freda, when
Muriel and Freda were
roommates while in training for
the U.S. Army’s Women’s Army
Nursing Corps and Irv was in
training with the U.S. Navy.
Following the war, Irv and
Muriel completed their undergraduate education at Roosevelt
College (now Roosevelt University). Irv went on to earn a
master’s degree in psychology at the University of Illinois,
while Muriel worked as a public health nurse for the Chicago
Maternity Clinic.
A devastating industrial injury caused by faulty equipment
at the job he held during graduate school led to Irv’s first
professional pivot: he used his recovery time to refocus his
career plans toward workplace safety and training. After their
move to Southern California in the mid-1950’s, Irv had an
opportunity to analyze Alameda County’s dismal employeeinjury statistics, and he made a daring proposal to County
administration: he would design and implement worker-safety
programs that would save them more than half of their annual
insurance claim payments, and accomplish it within two years.
With a two-year contract in hand, Irv and Muriel moved
north to Oakland, where he exceeded his goal within the
first year, and began a 28-year career with Alameda County.
His programs eventually served as models for all California
counties, and some were later adopted nationally as part
of OSHA regulations. He also taught human resource
management and supervision classes at Laney College.
For decades, Irv and Muriel were committed to volunteer
service to the Oakland community. One of Muriel’s many
experiences as a grassroots volunteer for the League of
Women Voters became an organizational legend. While
installing yard signs for a local candidate, a mishap with a
sledgehammer landed Muriel in the emergency room with a
thumb injury. By the time she’d been x-rayed and bandaged,
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she’d distributed campaign literature to all of the staff and
every waiting patient who was conscious.
A strong shared interest in the arts led Irv and Muriel to
volunteer in various roles, including as board members, for
organizations including the Oakland Symphony, Oakland
Museum of California, the Hot
Springs Music Festival, and
Woodminster Amphitheater.
Muriel also served on the board
of directors of the Oakland
Symphony League, and following
the Symphony’s bankruptcy in
the 1980’s, she was a key player
in the organization’s dramatic
resurrection through its League
auxiliary.
In addition to multiple voterregistration, voting-rights, and
blood-donation campaigns,
Irv contributed endless
hours transporting donated food from grocery stores and
restaurants to a homeless-services kitchen in a downtown
Oakland church, joking with Muriel that he was off to “lunch
with the nuns.”
As longtime members of Temple Sinai, Irv served several
terms on its board of directors while Muriel served on the
Sisterhood’s board. Irv and Muriel worked tirelessly on
Temple Sinai’s campaign to resettle Soviet Jews in the United
States, organizing household resources and facilitating
community connections for those who were allowed to
emigrate with only the clothes on their backs.
Muriel and Irv somehow also found time for personal
pursuits. They loved hiking in California parks and wilderness,
and backpacking with family in the Sierra Nevada mountains.
Muriel mentored girls, including her own daughter, in
wilderness survival skills and the joys of nature through her
leadership of a Camp Fire Girls troop in Oakland. A fine craft
woodworker, Irv was a charter member of the ACCI gallery in
Berkeley, where his lathe-turned bowls and other pieces were
shown. He also kept bees at his home in Oakland, harvesting
delicious eucalyptus and fruit blossom honey that made him
especially popular at Rosh Hashanah.
The Schnayers found many ways to contribute in life while
also drinking in the many joys their life together offered. They
are survived by their daughter, Laura Schnayer Rosenberg
(and partner Andrew Muchin); their son, David Schnayer (and
daughter-in-law Jennifer Schnayer); and their grandchildren,
Colby, Dalen, and Avery Schnayer.
– Laura Rosenberg

Transitions
We Mourn the Loss of:
Reva Zeme
Mother of Mark Zeme

Laurence Kaminsky
Father of Philip Kaminsky

Lenore Gordon
Grandmother of Alene Pearson

Alice Shakow Piller
Mother of Geoff Piller

Elaine Klein
Mother of Mitchell Klein

Pearl Wolffs
Temple Sinai Member

Martha Ross
Wife of Stanley Ross

Rosanne Eigenfeld
Wife of Eric Eigenfeld

Joseph Kent
Partner of Reva Kent

Albert Postal
Stepfather of Frances Rainin

Audrey Adler
Temple Sinai Member

Tim O’Flinn
Brother of Jacob O’Flinn

David Cates
Domestic Partner of
Deanne Detmers Raskin

Maurice Wolin
Husband of Lisa Goodman

Sabia Malik
Former wife of Rizwan Mir

Ruth Belzer
Mother of Dena Belzer

Lila Kluger
Mother of Larry Kluger

Fred Toy
Father of Charmaine Toy

Sigmund Arthur Rosenthal
Grandfather of Megan Johnson

Harry Flagg
Father of Robin Flagg

Martin (Marty) Stillman
Husband of Carol Cohen

Stephen Block
Husband of Dale Block

Marilyn Levinson
Mother of Ilene Lenvinson

Gail Susan Tregor
Mother of Jill Tregor

Marilyn Ruth Miller Zatinsky
Mother of Shana Zatinsky

Alvin Grossman
Grandfather of Rabbi Yoni Regev

Marilyn Teplow
Member and
First Female President of Temple Sinai

Irving Schnayer
Temple Sinai Member
Ann B. McCleary
Mother of Tom McCleary
Betty Cecil
Mother of Jennifer Alderman
Pat Silvestri
Father of Andréa Silvestri
Ethel Sherman
Mother of Dr. Sharon Sherman
Mike Zwerdling
Father of Linda Zwerdling

Reuven Schoenberg
Brother of Debra Schoenberg

Michele Stone
Partner of Harry Howe

We honor the passing of these members of our community.
May their memories be a blessing.

Welcome New Members
Benjie Achtenberg and
Rachel Amsterdam
Joseph Amsterdam Achtenberg
Rebecca Astrachan and Ariel Bernstein
Kiva Bernstein
Lauren Beilin and Drew Westbury
Santiago and Ezra Westbury
Allison Gans and Brian Fischer
Stella Fischer-Gans

Fay Gordon and David Garcia
Diego Garcia

Benjamin and Ambler Ochstein
Elodie Ochstein

Melissa Harris
Irene Harris and Sam Harris-Odum

Adam and Curtis Sechrist
Noah Sechrist

Brandon Kerr and Max McArthur

Brooke and Zachary Shapiro
Jace and Rayna Shapiro

Holly Landsbaum
Henry Landsbaum
Judy and Alfred Musante

Jaclyn and Russell Simon
Miles and Elijah Simon
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Planning for this year’s High Holy Days is already underway.
Look for more information coming soon!
oaklandsinai.org and oaklandsinai-hhd.org
Please continue to check www.oaklandsinai.org/calendar for the most current calendar information or
follow us on these social media platforms:

vimeo.com/oaklandsinai

facebook.com/templesinai2808/live

