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A Di� erent Kind of Spring
“The more things change the more they stay the same” -Jean Baptiste Alphonse Karr

Thank you for being a part of our temple family. Judaism traditionally stands on three pillars, worship, study, and acts of loving 
kindness. We hope that this past year has brought you and your family a sense of spiritual inspiration, educational opportunities, 
and most of all, a sense of community.

As I reflect on my first year as executive director with Temple Sinai, it has been a remarkable year. Temple Sinai is a beautiful 
community filled with dedicated members and staff . We are strong and united because of the untiring commitment of staff , 
leadership (past and present) and volunteers. As a community we are extraordinary. It has been an inspiring year and a pleasure 
to be a part of it.

The spirit and work of our community has continued to flourish.

As we know and have experienced since mid-March with Shelter in Place, temple life has changed. Although there is great 
uncertainty as to when we will be able to formally gather, we are quickly adapting to our “new normal.” Staff , leadership, 
and numerous committees are actively at work planning for our future religious services, religious school, and preschool. 
We have also had the opportunity to work on much needed physical projects in our building. And although all is a work 
in progress, I am confident that we will settle into a Temple Sinai rhythm that continues to exude the same warmth and 
commitment to our community.

Your 2020-21 membership renewal information will arrive in your mailbox soon. We recognize that it is the membership of 
the congregation that fuels our work, and we are truly grateful for your continued support, both financially and through your 
participation and volunteer eff orts. Your annual membership contribution is vital in ensuring that we can continue to make 
Temple Sinai the best it can possibly be.

I wish everyone a summer that is filled with good health, peace, and meaningful family time. I am confident we will get through 
this, together.

Fondly,

Terrie Goren
Executive Director
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From Our Clergy
TEMPLE SINAI
Main Off ice (510) 451-3263

JON BRASLAW 
Congregational President: ext. 403

  president@oaklandsinai.org

JACQUELINE MATES-MUCHIN 
Senior Rabbi: ext. 332 
rabbimatesmuchin@oaklandsinai.org

ILENE KEYS 
Cantor: ext. 331 
cantorkeys@oaklandsinai.org

YONI REGEV 
Rabbi: ext. 333 

 rabbiregev@oaklandsinai.org

STEVEN A. CHESTER 
Rabbi Emeritus: ext. 301  

 betsy@oaklandsinai.org

TERRIE GOREN 
Executive Director: ext. 304 

 terrie@oaklandsinai.org

ELLEN LEFKOWITZ, RJE 
Early Childhood Director: ext. 313

  ellen@oaklandsinai.org

STEPHANIE BEN SIMON, RJE
Director of Education: ext. 342 

 stephanie@oaklandsinai.org
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paper at a printer registered as a 
Green Business and certified by the 
Forest Stewardship Council. We print 
with earth-friendly soy-based ink.

TEMPLE SINAI BULLETIN (USPS 7053) 
is published monthly except June, 
July and August by the First Hebrew 
Congregation of Oakland, 2808 Summit 
Street, Oakland, CA 94609. Periodicals 
Postage Paid at Oakland, CA and at 
additional mailing off ices.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to Temple Sinai Bulletin, 2808 Summit 
Street, Oakland CA 94609-3605.

Jews have had to reinvent ourselves before. It’s one of 
our great strengths as a tradition. We learn to adapt to 

new locations and new situations. We take the core of who 
we are and alter its expression in an ever changing world. 

The biggest example of this shift  occurred at the time of 
the second Temple’s destruction. Until then, tradition 
focused primarily around the Temple and all required to 
maintain it and the priests. But, when the Temple was 
destroyed and sacrifice by priests was no longer possible, 
tradition pivoted and we saw the rise and growth of 
Rabbinic Judaism. 

Rabbinic Judaism is practically a diff erent religion. Where the old way focused on 
sacrifice and rites at the Temple, the new tradition emphasized study and prayer. We 
are still the same people with the same stories and symbols, but our practice shift ed to 
compensate for a new experience of a wholly diff erent society. 

It might be a stretch to say that the transition we are going through today rivals that 
of the destruction of the second Temple. On the other hand, Judaism has always 
depended upon our being in each other’s physical presence, and as we know, that 
has changed drastically for us. Many important prayers, like the mourner’s kaddish, 
are traditionally said only if there is a minyan, ten people, present. Whether or not 
one abides by that rule, it demonstrates how important physical presence has been in 
the development of the tradition we have today. So, what happens to tradition when 
physical presence is not possible in the ways that it has been before? What happens 
when this central tenet isn’t what it used to be?

We do what we have always done. We reinvent ourselves. 

The first step is to recognize what we have lost, and truly mourn and memorialize 
it. Judaism has memorialized the Temple and the ancient times wherein we were 
an autonomous entity. We have traditions, liturgy and holidays meant to remember 
that age and recognize what we lost and what we miss. Tisha b’av commemorates 
the destruction of the Temple. At the end of the Passover seder, we say “Next year in 
Jerusalem” as an expression of hope and remembrance. Whenever we come together 
now, virtually or otherwise, it is important for us to aff irm our loss, our longing for 
what was and the recognition of how what “used to be” has made us who we are. 

And at the same time, we also have to embrace the new reality. Even as we mourned 
the destruction of the Temple, we fully invested ourselves in the new form of Rabbinic 
Judaism. While nothing can replace the experience of being in each others’ physical 
presence, the last few months have also taught us that gathering virtually oft en 
enables greater participation. There are members of the congregation who are not 
able to come to the Temple for various reasons. Through virtual gatherings we are 
sometimes more able to actually see each others’ faces. Additionally, virtual meetings 
makes programming more accessible when one doesn’t have to factor in travel time 
and parking. The new is not the same as the old, but it off ers new opportunities for 
enhancing learning and connection.

Last, and most important, remember who we are at our core. What we do and how we 
do it is just the expression of what we believe and who we are. At our core, we are a 
community inspired to live lives of meaning and purpose. We are called on to support 
and care for each other. And, we tasked ourselves with the responsibility to build 
a better world. We know how to do that when we can gather in person, and we are 
learning how to do that in our new situation as well. 

Continued at bottom of page 3
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Community Cannot 
Be Canceled: 
Maintaining 
Connection During 
A Pandemic
Recently, I went back and viewed 
some of the Sermon in Song 
services that we off ered at the 
synagogue years ago, which 
featured our Adult and Junior 
Choirs. I recorded these services 

to keep a record of our exciting Temple Sinai musical tradition. I 
did not realize at the time how valuable these recordings would 
be today. Some of these services go back 25 years, including my 
installation ceremony in 1995 when I was off icially welcomed to 
Temple Sinai as your cantor. I plan to share a few of these clips 
with you over the next few weeks via our Facebook page and 
our Vimeo page.

I mention this now because it was at the conclusion of one of 
these services when our Emeritus Rabbi Chester closed with the 
following words, “Jews pray in community. We come together 
to create a sacred space and raise our voices together in song.” 
During this time of Shelter in Place, how do we create community 
and sacred space when we are physically apart? How do we raise 
our voices together in song via Zoom and Facebook?

Over the past three months, we have united in sacred 
community despite our physical distance. Community cannot 
be canceled! Music and prayer have kept us afloat, creating 
a virtual community where we can rejoice, sing, mourn, and 
celebrate with one another all the facets of our lives. Coming 
together in song even over the internet, we maintain our sacred 
connection with one another.

Music has a way of crossing both physical and virtual 
boundaries. The very act of singing creates a common musical 
language. When we hear a familiar melody, we are connected 
to our mutual heritage and shared tradition which convey 
memories from our collective past and infuse the present with 
meaning. Yes, music may be a temporary experience each time 
we create it anew. But it is this very act of moment-by-moment 

creation whose grasp on the spirit is timeless, lasting, and 
profound.

The result is a sacred community which, despite being virtual, 
is all the more real for its transcendence of the physical. Our 
congregation not only copes, but thrives, by engaging with 
prayer and song. We celebrate Shabbat and Havdalah each 
week and come together to support the bereaved through our 
virtual shiva minyans. We have rejoiced at our Passover Seders 
and studied Torah together during Shavuot. Our B’nei Mitzvah 
learn via FaceTime and are called to the Torah via Zoom. The 
adult choir meets weekly to sing and catch up with one another, 
providing a close-knit support system. And we have enjoyed our 
daily “Shelter in Place, Shelter in Peace” songs as well as our 
weekly “Sunday at Sinai with George” musical off erings.

Community cannot be canceled because we will not allow 
it to be. Our strength comes from our relationships and our 
commitment to each other in sacred community no matter 
where we may find it. May we go from strength to strength and 
may we strengthen one another! 

-Cantor Keys

Continued from previous page

Even when we are able to gather in person again, we won’t go back to the world that was, because we’ve been changed and our 
perspectives broadened. We never ask to reinvent ourselves, rather, it is a necessity thrust upon us. Yet, what we do to adapt 
to our new situation will demonstrate the strength of our tradition that cannot be diminished even when central tenets of our 
practice are challenged. We will do what we have always done, and what we always will do, we will reinvent ourselves for the 
new reality in which we live. 

-Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Mazel Tov to Cantor Ilene Keys on receiving her honorary doctorate from the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. We celebrate her 25 years of 
service to Temple Sinai and are very proud of her accomplishment!
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Temple Sinai’s Shema 
and V’ahavta
The Shema is the watchword of our faith, the foundation 

upon which all other aspects stand. And the V’ahavta is an 

expression of how the Shema is lived in the world.  As a 

congregation, we continually look to our foundation and 

traditions to guide our own future.

Almost three years ago, a Strategic Visioning Task Force (SVT) 

began meeting to provide an opportunity for reflection and 

a voice in guiding our community. Aft er countless hours of 

collaboration with each other, fellow congregants during 

Community Conversations, and the temple leadership, 

the SVT eloquently craft ed our own Shema and V’ahavta 

statements to serve as guideposts for Temple Sinai. We 

present these to you now, (see opposite page) in this historic 

summer of 2020, as we embark upon a Strategic Planning 

process together as well as reorient ourselves in a world 

wholly diff erent from the one we knew just months ago.

Now more than ever, our Shema and V’ahavta statements 

provide light, clarity, and solidarity for our community. They 

are statements we can lean on and count on, and statements 

that will propel us toward our future path. These words are 

the basis for who we are and what we do, the fabric of our life 

as Jews and members of Temple Sinai.
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Chazak, Chazak 
V’nitchazeik

    Be strong, be strong, 
and let us strengthen 

one another.

Learning to Come 
Together
It’s impossible to overstate the 
extent to which our lives have 
all been turned upside-down 
and inside-out over the past few 
months. Yet, as Rabbi Mates-
Muchin so poignantly articulates 
in her message to the community 
— in times of great upheaval, 
we are called upon to reinvent 

ourselves. As a clergy and staff , we have been intent on 
recreating all of our most significant venues of community 
gathering, and reinventing our whole way of working and 
connecting with you as we went virtual.

I have been so gratified and moved to see how many of 
you have taken this opportunity to reexamine your own 
connections to the temple community, and especially 
to Jewish learning. In a world that is filled with excellent 
online content freely available at your fingertips, there is no 
replacement for the joy of learning together in community. 
Week aft er week, I am struck not only by the quality of 
conversation and debate in our diff erent classes, but also by 
the intentional and thoughtful way that members have strived 
to care for each other and be present across the virtual divide.

In a time that could easily feel alienating and isolating, our 
members have forged closer connections to each other 
and Judaism. Through study of Torah, Talmud, Pirkei Avot, 
the Psalms, as well as Jewish ethics and history, these past 
months have infused meaning and connection into our days. 
All of this came to a pinnacle as hundreds of members of our 
community gathered for an evening of learning on Shavuot 
that encompassed a dozen diff erent learning opportunities 
lea by congregants, staff , and clergy.

As we move into the next phase of our sheltering-in-place, 
we hope to chart out more and new ways to come together in 
learning and celebration. You are all invited.

-Rabbi Yoni Regev

Community
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Explore Explore 
TraditionTradition Find PurposeFind PurposeFind Purpose Create Create 

CommunityCommunity

T E M P L E  S I N A I

Shema: Our Foundation

V’ahavta: How we live our Shema in the World
Explore Tradition.

We answer Judaism’s call to think, to wrestle, to question and to learn what tradition means to each one of us. 
We explore how we fit into the continuum of Jewish existence through time while defining our individual spirituality. 

At Temple Sinai, we are inspired by Jewish tradition.

Find Purpose.
We seek to understand what we want our lives to mean. We want our actions to be intentional 

and to express what we most value in life. Together, we amplify the good we each do in the world through 
g’milut chasadim (deeds of loving kindness) and tikkun olam (social justice). 

At Temple Sinai, we strive to lead lives of meaning.

Create Community.
We work to feel the power of truly belonging to a people and to a kehilah ahuvah (beloved community). We connect 

with those in diff erent stages of life and with diff erent perspectives. We support others and allow them to support us. 
At Temple Sinai, we are enriched by each other.
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Not the summer you had planned? 
Me neither!
By now we have all resigned ourselves to the fact that this 
summer will indeed be like no other. Generally at temple, 
summer is a time to tie up loose ends, meet with colleagues 
over coff ee, visit kids at camp, and prepare for the coming 
year. Days are longer and lazier and the building is quiet and 
empty. Not quite as quiet and empty as it has been since 
March, but...

As a community, we are still here; all of us; all summer 
long which presents us with a unique opportunity for 
programming. Like many, I find myself busier than ever with 
phone calls and Zoom meetings, and a million ideas to try for 
the first time. It is in that spirit that we have developed special 
programs geared toward teens throughout the summer. We 
have a dozen girls who will be meeting monthly to celebrate 
Rosh Hodesh. We have a book club where we will be reading 
and discussing Holocaust literature weekly over lunch, we 
have guitar lessons for the budding songleaders and lovers 
of music alike! There will be pop-up activities such as game 
nights, and scavenger hunts. 

Additionally, we are collaborating with congregations 
throughout the Bay Area, and Camp Newman to provide 
amazing experiences all summer long. Please be on the 
lookout each Friday morning for a newsletter called Sinai 
Summer Splendor! If you are not receiving it, and would like 
to, email me! If you have ideas or hear of opportunities that 
you would like the community to know about, let me know so 
I can pass them along.   

Not only can we take this opportunity to appreciate what 
we have right here at home, but we can spend time as a 
community helping, creating, and enjoying each other like 
never before!

L’Shalom,
Michele

In Gratitude…
Our school year has come to a close in a way that no one 
could have predicted just a few months ago. In these diff icult 
times with all of the unknowns we are facing, I want to take a 
moment to share appreciation and gratitude for some of the 
ways in which we have moved along this journey together.

Our community has remained strong and intact over these 
last couple of months and we could not have done this 
without parents and teachers working in close partnership to 
innovate and experiment with the resources we had to create 
opportunities for wonder and exploration and sustain loving 
teacher-child relationships.

In asking our teachers what they were grateful as we closed 
our year, these are some of the things they mentioned…

• Families have put their trust in us as we transitioned to 
virtual learning;

• The children stayed present and “showed up” throughout 
this time;

• To see the smiling faces of the children;

• The sense of community throughout the Shelter in Place;

• The collaboration and teamwork of their co-teachers and 
colleagues at Sinai;

• The parent community who helped out by inviting in 
special guests, providing technical and overall support in 
so many ways.

I am deeply grateful to this amazing staff  of educators who 
had to learn a whole new skill set overnight both in virtual 
learning for young children and new technologies while also 
juggling their own lives. I am equally grateful to our parent 
community for putting their trust in us as we navigate the 
complexities of this new normal. I want to particularly off er 
my deep appreciation for our Preschool Parent Committee 
under the incredible leadership of outgoing President Becky 
McEntee Chase and incoming PPC President Michelle van 
Tijen. They have been my guiding force along with the twenty-
five parents who served as room parents or coordinators for 
the various community building eff orts throughout our year.

The landscape of early childhood education has been 
changed forever among so many other aspects of our lives. 
We will start anew still deeply rooted in the core values of 
building positive Jewish identity, strong relationships, and 
meaningful community. There is a saying in Jewish tradition 
when we complete a cycle of reading Torah. We say Chazak, 
Chazak, v’nit’chazek — may we go from strength to strength. 
May we find strength in each other and our community in the 
months ahead.

-Ellen Lefkowitz

Youth
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Women of Temple Sinai  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Membership in WTS

Sisters who aren’t related, but are attached together through 
the love of Judaism and community and now Zoom!

I ndependent activity choices for all types of women including 
WTS Shabbat, WTS Passover Seder, Game night(s), theater group, 

movies in members’ homes, etc. Zoom activities presented via 
weekly emails during Shelter in Place, including movie and book 
events, workouts to keep us healthy, and even some jokes to make 
us smile and laugh!

Noshes not to be believed during many of our FUN events 
(we eat our own while we Zoom together)

All in this together. Even though we can’t get together, your 
WTS meets together virtually at least monthly to plan events 

(virtual ones for now—think of how much time and gas you’ll save!), 
decide where our money should go (prayer books, confirmation 
books, scholarships, religious school, preschool). During these 
times, we will be needed now more than ever!

Is now the time to continue WTS membership or think about 
joining? Absolutely! It’s one of the best choices for tzedakah 

you can make — a bargain at $45 and most of that goes to Women 
of Reform Judaism and they do amazing things. Tikun Olam at its 
best! You can even get more emails in your inbox by joining WTS and 
WRJ Yammer. And if you have time on your hands and want to join 
our Board to help us grow and survive, please let us know. There IS 
power in numbers. 

If you have friends who aren’t  members of Temple Sinai, they can 
still join WTS ( the more the merrier) or in Hebrew, ֺוֵתר ְׂשַמח י — 
semakh yoter.

Contact Susan Edelman, sjedelman@hotmail.com, for membership 
information or join or rejoin WTS when you renew your temple 
membership.

Since the Shelter in Place beginning mid-March WTS has not 
stopped functioning! The Board or the executive board continues 
to meet (Zoom) each month in planning, thinking about members 
and needs and how to strengthen our sisterhood. We still have 
our wonderful Shabbat service members wrote which was one of 
the first “events” to be canceled (postponed) with sheltering from 
the Temple. The intent is to still find a way to lead the service for 
congregants in the near future. 

WTS has also begun a Shelter in Place email to members with 
resources, jokes, and other newsworthy information for women 
with the desire to support those wanting this contact. Some 
programming/events continue online such as the book clubs, 
small mahj groups, etc.

Community
Preschool Says Goodbye…for Now!
It was a socially distant yet emotionally fulfilling morning 
as preschool families picked up their work at the end of 
the preschool year. Children got to say goodbye to their 
teachers, and cars pulled over in the parking lot so families 
could visit with friends while staying six feet apart. We’ll 
miss you this summer!
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People of the Book Literacy Project  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Schools are Closed, but Reading Continues
We hoped at some point during this Shelter in Place that schools would be able reopen 
and classes would resume towards the end of the academic year. But that was not 
to be, and districts started setting up online lessons. Some of our tutors at Greenleaf 
school started tutoring their students online and that proved to be a plus for all 
involved.

Here is a quote from tutor Geoff  Kotin:

“I was very disappointed when our adopted school, Greenleaf Elementary, closed 
in March and I lost contact with my 2 tutoring students and the opportunity to help 
them with their reading. I reached out to the school, the Oakland Ed Fund, and their 
teacher and was eventually able to set up online tutoring on Zoom with the help of 
4th grade teacher Will. It has been very gratifying for me and hopefully fun and useful 
for the students. I believe their parents also appreciate their kids getting some more 
educational time in their day. Thank you to Judy Zollman for helping me navigate these 
unfamiliar waters and allowing us to finish the school year with some good 
adventures in reading.”

In addition to the tutoring, Jewish Coalition for Literacy and Oakland 
Literacy Coalition off ered some terrific workshops that addressed issues of 
dyslexia and also tips on conducting online tutoring. These are important 
tools for anyone working with students now and in the future.

We have been proactive in helping to support our schools, and others in 
the district, by promoting donations to the Alameda County Food Bank, 
GoFundMe and the Oakland Public Education Fund’s StimulusPledge.org. 
They have helped thousands of families in need in receiving the 15 meals a 
week for each Oakland child ages 0-18, as well as emergency funds for other 
necessities.

We are so appreciative of all who have contributed and eased the stress of 
many families.

Happy TCN student with her People of the Book 
giveaway selection.

A Greenleaf student and his teacher work with tutor 
Patricia Pastor on Zoom.

Lay-Led Shabbat Minyan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Our Community Spirit Endures
During the Shelter in Place, the lay-led Shabbat Minyan has continued holding a service using Zoom. While we remain 
physically separated, we have been able to come together virtually, led by a member of the Minyan Committee and one of our 
regular musicians. 

Despite the distance between us, our same community spirit endures: we begin by sharing simchas that have taken 
place that month; we chant Torah and one of us delivers a drash; and of course we continue to recognize landmark (multiple 
of 5) birthdays and anniversaries with special blessings. Members also continue to participate by leading individual readings 
and blessings.

While we all look forward to the time when we can come together in person as a community at Temple Sinai (and share 
lunch!), we invite everyone to join us virtually and to participate from home. Join us on the second Saturday of each month. 
We begin the service at 10:30am, immediately aft er Torah study and the clergy-led Mi Shebeirach and Kaddish prayers. To access 
the service, use the Torah study Zoom link provided in the Weekly eNews or the Shabbat eNews, or via the Temple website 
home page.

If you wish to participate in future services by doing readings or chanting Torah, or if you have a landmark birthday or 
anniversary to celebrate with us, let us know at minyan@oaklandsinai.org.
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Social Action . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Social Action While Social Distancing
Helping people with food insecurity.

Sinai volunteers continue to partner with the Food Ministry at 
First Presbyterian Church to prepare and distribute meals to 
needy individuals. Sundays, 50-70 sack lunches are handed out 
at the church and another 50-70 at the homeless encampment 
on MLK Way. The Monday hot lunch program distributes take-
out boxes serving 100-120 people. Sinai members also cook 
food at home to be distributed at the church. If you can help, 
contact us to make arrangements.

Sinai volunteers staff  the Wednesday evening food pantry 
at the Telegraph Community Center, serving 30-40 families 
weekly with a balanced, healthy diet. We also facilitate sharing 
information and resources among local programs — providing 
flyers about the OUSD meals program, and transferring 
unneeded donated food between First Presbyterian and 
Telegraph. Additional volunteers are welcome.

Due to increasing 
needs, the Temple 
receives a number 
of calls from people 
seeking food assistance. 
Temple Members are 
referred to the Caring 
Community, but the 
off ice doesn’t have 
the capacity to handle 
non-members. Ruth 
Hurvitz volunteered to 
take on that task and 
has compiled a list of 
resources she shares 
with callers.

RAC-CA: Civic Engagement and Advocacy

Temple Sinai is active with RAC-CA, the California Arm of 
the Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism. RAC-CA 
harnesses the collective voices of 150,000 Reform Jews in 
100 congregations throughout the state to advocate at the 
state level on issues of social justice. Current priority areas 
are Housing and Homelessness, Criminal Justice Reform, 
Immigrant Justice, Healthcare, and Economic Justice. Andrew 
Shear serves on the Criminal Justice Research Team and Jon 
Sopher on the Housing and Homelessness Team.

California prisons house 35,000 more inmates than their 
original capacity, making social distancing impossible. This 
spring, RAC-CA members throughout the state scheduled 40-50 
virtual meetings with state legislators or staff  to ask them to 

urge Governor Newsom to take more active steps to stem the 
spread of Covid-19 by releasing prisoners who pose little risk to 
society. In collaboration with Congregation Beth El (Berkeley), 
Temple Israel (Alameda), and Temple Beth Hillel (Richmond), 
Temple Sinai rabbis and members met with Senator Nancy 
Skinner and senior staff  of Assemblyman Rob Bonta and 
Assemblywoman Buff y Wicks.

Nationally, the RAC encouraged congregations to support 
the 2020 Census, a key determinant of federal funding at the 
state and local level. Before the stay-at-home order, a number 
of congregants completed the Census Volunteer training, to 
work with Alameda County and the Oakland Library System to 
ensure a complete count in neighborhoods that traditionally 
have low response rates. While we were unable to staff  Census 
Help Desks because the libraries closed, Sinai volunteers wrote 
postcards and made phone calls to urge people to complete 
the census forms.

The RAC is also encouraging every congregation to become a 
100% voting congregation. We have formed a working group 
to explore ways to achieve this goal as well as to provide 
non-partisan voter information about ballot measures for the 
November election.

For more information or to get involved, contact 
SinaiSocialAction@OaklandSinai.org

Allyce Kimerling ready to open the Wednesday 
evening Food Pantry

Sue Getreuer and First Presbyterian volunteers social-distance lunch packing. 
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Annual Giving Campaign 
Judith and Bradley Colton 

in memory of Judith and Samuel Broude
Dina Wolkoff   

Cantor Keys Music Fund 
Jim Allison and Margaret 
Lindenstein 
Anonymous  
The Barza Family

in appreciation of Cantor Keys’s 
contribution to the Shiva for Gene 
Koalkin

The Blankman Family 
in honor of Melody Blankman on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah

The Family of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude 

in appreciation of Cantor Keys
Alan Goldhammer 

in memory of Rose Goldhammer
Joan Natkin 

in memory of Robert G. Chucona
Gerry Nelson and Joanne Rocklin 

in memory of Adele Rocklin
Steve Shane and Sheryle Bolton 

in memory of Patsy and Ken Olshan
Valerie Sopher

Caring Community Fund 
Brad and Camille Marks 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and Judith 
Broude

Joe Remcho Fund for Preschool 
Scholarships 
Jamie and Brooke Zimmerman 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude
in memory of Paul George Manolis
in memory of Steve Corbin

Joellyn Weiss Memorial Fund — 
URJ Camp Scholarships
Bruce Kadden 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude

Maureen’s Garden 
David Alexander and Polly Fox 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude

People of the Book — 
Oakland Literacy Project 
Jim Chanin and Rachel Richman 
Charmian Cohen 

in memory of Harold Cohen
in memory of Martin Cohen

Marty Glick and Judy Zollman 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Barry and Barbara Gross 
in memory of Thelma Gross

Gerry Nelson and Joanne Rocklin 
in memory of Martin Cohen

Preschool Fund 
Michelle van Tijen and Josh Gould 

Rabbi Chester Discretionary Fund
Maxine Turret 

in memory of Ben Zablocki

Rabbi Giving Fund 
Michael and Holly Gardner 

in memory of Jessie Carlow Gardner
in memory of Herbert V. Mason
in memory of Phyllis Rosenberg

Rabbi Mates-Muchin Discretionary 
Fund 
The Barza Family

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 
for leading the Shiva for Gene Koalkin

Betsy Bigelow-Teller 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Rabbi Ruth Adar and Linda 
Burnett 

in memory of Jerry Muchin
Anonymous 
Robert Berger and Lori Kaplan 
Natalie and Dan Crouch 

in memory of Jerry Muchin
Dori and Barry Dubin 

in memory of Jonathan Obadia
The Family of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude 

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Jon Braslaw and Robin Flagg 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Rhonda Hartman 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Herb Holman and Leslie Paine 
in memory of Abe Holman
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Ruth Hurvitz and Anne Bailey 
on the occasion of the Wise Aging Class

Sylvia Kahn and Daniel Salsbury 
Howard and Sarah Kaplan

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin
Deborah Kirshman 

in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin 
for leading Leo Helzel’s unveiling service

Geoff  Kotin and Barbara Beach Kotin
Barbara and Tom Leanse

in memory of Jerry Muchin
Deena and Michael Lipsett 

in memory of Jerry Muchin
Bob and Barbara Morrison 
Joan Natkin 

in memory of Kenneth A. Natkin
Gerry Nelson and Joanne Rocklin 

in memory of Jerry Muchin
The Neuwelt/Max Family 

in memory of Jerry Muchin
Susan Rosenthal and Howie Perlin

in honor of Sara Klein as Temple 
President

Dick and Peg Roisman 
in memory of Milton Roisman

Bart Schenone 
in memory of Alberta Schenone

Bart Schenone and Sandie 
Margulies 

in memory of Gerald Margulies
Steve Shane and Sheryle Bolton 

in memory of Patsy and Ken Olshan
Benjamin and Jane Simon 
Mark, Dawn, Elly, Jesse and 
Janet Snyder

in memory of Emanuel Verbin
Valerie Sopher  

Giving
Todah rabah! Thank you very much to the following who provided contributions to Temple Sinai. These donations were recorded 
between February 27 and May 19, 2020. For corrections or additions to this list, please contact rhonda@oaklandsinai.org or 
(510) 451-3263 x303.
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Temple Sinai Board of Trustees 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Madeline Weinstein and Eric Craven
Dina Wolkoff   
Yossie Zadik and Anne Bakar 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude

Rita Zwerdling 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Rabbi Regev Discretionary Fund 
The Barza Family

in appreciation of Rabbi Regev’s role in 
the funeral for Gene Koalkin

The Blankman Family 
in honor of Melody Blankman on the 
occasion of her Bat Mitzvah

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston 
The Family of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude 

in appreciation of Rabbi Regev
Pearl Wolff s 

in memory of Seymour Sweet
Dina Wolkoff   

Religious School Fund 
The Education Committee 

in appreciation of Andrew Shear’s 
leadership and service as Education 
Committee Chair

Social Action/Anti-Hunger Fund 
David Alexander and Polly Fox 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude

Anonymous   
Miranda J Dean  
Evan Moss 

in celebration of Lisa Braver Moss’s 
Birthday

Evan and Reuben Moss 
in celebration of Lisa Braver Moss being 
an awesome mom

Ellen and Gary Sirbu 
in memory of Rabbi Samuel Broude and 
Judith Broude

Jack and Lila Wahrhaft ig 
in memory of Rabbi Samuel Broude and 
Judith Broude

Special Education Fund 
Martin Stone and Jan Leuin 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel Broude and 
Judith Broude

Where The Need Is Greatest Fund
Anonymous  
Elaine Binger 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Karen Charleston 
in memory of Sybil Arnold Bern

Jane and Richard Cohen 
in memory of Yetta Papae

Michael and Leslye Dellar 
in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude

Maurice Engel 
in memory of Barbara Engel

Terrie and Len Goren 
in memory of Jerry Muchin

Sandy Gross and Paula Reinman 
in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude

Cecille Gunst 
in appreciation of the Temple Sinai 
clergy for keeping our community strong 
during the Covid epidemic

Marc and Cherie Hallert 
in memory of Jess Hallert

Howard-Charles Harpham 
in memory of Meriel and 
Howard Harpham

Linda Kamby and Paul Weir 
in memory of Alice Kamby

Sarah Ball Kaplan 
in memory of Charles Longstreet
in memory of Jill Ball

Margaret Rothschild 
in memory of Barbara Rothschild

Esther and Mark Rubke 
in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude

Valerie Sopher  
Nathan Stein 

in memory of Laurel Stein
David Thorne and Esther Saidman

Yesod 
Mike and Linda Baker 

in memory of Rabbi Samuel and 
Judith Broude
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B’nei Mitzvah
Jordan 
Cierra Davis
Daughter of 
Leland Davis
May 30

Oliver Torok 
Greenebaum
Son of Melissa 
Torok and 
Ted Greenebaum
May 30

Clara and 
Katherine Linde
Daughters of 
Tami and 
Peter Linde
June 6

Evin Ivy Ellson
Daughter of 
Michele Ellson 
and 
Steven Ellson
June 13

Maxwell Ari 
Porter Goldfarb
Son of Amy Jo 
and Aaron 
Goldfarb
June 18

Jonah Benjamin 
Greenberg
Son of Christina 
and Brian 
Greenberg
June 18

Miles Jacob 
Robinson
Son of Mantra and 
Steve Robinson
June 18

Alexander Gabriel 
Zwerling
Son of Christine 
and Erik Zwerling
June 18

Ella Rudy Aiko 
Fleischer
Daugher of  
Nagisa Yamamoto 
and Kurt Fleischer 
June 20

Tobian Teru-Yuki 
Fleischer
Son of Nagisa 
Yamamoto and 
Kurt Fleischer
June 20

Analie Lipansky
Daughter of 
Felicia and 
Adam Lipansky
June 20

Adam Long
Son of 
Ruth and 
Scott Long
June 20

Tobin Schrager
Son of Ruth and 
Matt Schrager
June 20

Zachary 
Miles Beyer
Son of Rachel 
Friedman and 
Andrew Beyer
June 27

Ruby Elia Chen
Daughter of 
Rachel Saidman 
and Steven Chen
July 4

“It is a tree of life  to those who hold fast to it, and 
       all its supporters  are happy.”
                        -Proverbs 3:18
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Jack Thomas 
Harford Carlisle
Son of 
Victoria and 
Todd Carlisle
July 18

Avery
Aaron Momet
Daughter of 
Jennifer Momet z”l 
and Jay Momet 
and 
Elisa Dumesnil
July 25

Zeah Elisabeth 
Ariana Hurwitz
Daughter of 
Diana and 
Michael Hurwitz
August 1

Owen 
Peter Mates
Son of Jonathan 
and Cynthia Mates
August 8

Ryan Jacob 
Okabe Mates
Son of Joshua and 
Stephanie Mates
August 8

Benjamin Evan 
Peterkofsky
Son of Wendy 
Spander and 
David Peterkofsky
August 15

Madeline 
Yi-Chien Nadel
Daughter of 
Michel and 
Jonathan Nadel
August 15

Soren 
Benjamin Kirsh
Son of Kristan and 
Steven Kirsh
August 22

Logan Robert 
McGilloway
Son of 
Michelle and 
Shane 
McGilloway
August 22

Nathaniel jay 
Hing Scher
Son of Kim and 
Andrew Scher
August 29

Elise Ann Vitek
Daughter of 
Elana and 
Jan Vitek
August 29
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Benjamin Kirsh
Son of Kristan and 
Steven Kirsh

12th Grade Confirmation
Congratulations to the 
Confirmation Class of 2020!
Max Benjamin Davidoff 
Sandler Reid Douglas
Ethan Martin Drake
Maxwell Johnson
Theodore Evan Mates-Muchin
Sam Blake Moyle



Birthdays
JUNE
Corinne Kreeger 6/1
Sarah Larson 6/1 
Steve Eiselman  6/2
Amy Honigman 6/2
Brett Remy 6/2
Karen Sternstein 6/3
Myrna Vidor 6/3
Frances Greenberg 6/4
Reesa Tansey Reesa 6/4
Madeline Noonan 6/6
Melissa Emanuelson 6/7
Bob Eisenbach  6/8
Roger Mann  6/8
Adam Blankman  6/9
Barry Goldstein  6/9
Maurice Levitch  6/9
Amanda Scott  6/9
Rachel Naor 6/10
Mark Drexler  6/11
Evelyn Benas  6/13
Amy Kelly  6/13
Jack Summerfield 6/13
Wyit Wright  6/13
Sarah Brody-Kaplan 6/14
Rhea Rubin  6/14
Jared Price  6/15
Lisa Orta  6/17
Bruce Schwab  6/19
Carol Bieri  6/19
David Schlosberg 6/19
Katie Rodan  6/19
Fred Herskowitz  6/20
Hannah Goody  6/20
Anne Brodzinsky 6/21
James Smallman  6/23
Michelle Chang 6/24
Nate Estep 6/24
Jack Chase  6/25
Jessie Holland 6/25
Teddy Schwab  6/26
Jeanette Weisman  6/26
June Brumer  6/27
Marty Liao  6/28
Kathie Zatkin  6/28

JULY
Raine Rude 7/2
Scott Sugarman 7/3
Rabbi Colette Sidi-Schoulal 
7/7
Pola Stein 7/7
Val Jordan 7/8
Sarah Threlfall 7/8
Berit Ashla 7/10
Priscilla White 7/11
David Burk 7/14
Aaron Saxe 7/14 
Sherri Richards 7/15
Lillian Rubenstein 7/15
Alan Levinson 7/17
Gary Beasley 7/19
Erik Zwerling 7/19
Ruth Jaffe 7/21
Gary Sirbu 7/21
Jean Brady 7/20
Jessica Weiss 7/22
Anita Backer 7/24
Susan Levy 7/24
Carole Robinow 7/25
Alex Woodward 7/27
Donna Buttlaire 7/28
Charles Ross 7/28
Bailey Peters 7/29
Matt Leonard 7/30

AUGUST
David Bobrowsky 8/1 
Andrew Cohen  8/1
Jonathan Blatteis 8/2
Josh Sonnenfeld 8/3
David Isaacs  8/5
Neil Muchin 8/6
Alison Reed Ali 8/6
Jessica Pers 8/7
Marla Saltzstine 8/8
Tomm Smail 8/8
Sheryl Fishman  8/9
Martha Lackritz-Peltier 8/9
Karen Bowen 8/10
Nara Dahlbacka  8/10
Debra Berenberg 8/11
Lindy Foorman 8/12
Sebastian Johnck 8/14
Irving Schnayer 8/14
Lisbeth Schwab 8/14
Joel Pool  8/15
José Scanlan  8/15 
Benjamin Simon 8/15
Steve Hasegawa 8/16
Carole Krumland 8/17
Heather Meil  8/20
Irwin Feinberg 8/18
Stephen Fox 8/18
Scott Long  8/18
Roslyn Tunis  8/18
Elaine Markowitz 8/21
Jackie James 8/22

Ari Levy 8/24
Elana Vitek 8/25
Elan Emanuel  8/26
Casey Kaufman  8/27
Colleen Sanford 8/27
Ann Bornstein 8/30
Allison Ketler 8/30
Pat Kurzman 8/30
Art Spander 8/30
Jack Wahrhaftig 8/30
Mary Pezzuto 8/31

Welcome New Members 
Danielle Schanz and  
  Doug Wudel

Mazel Tov!
Kate & Eugene Fayngersh 
Sami (and Jake) have a new 
baby brother! Adam Jeffrey 
Fayngersh joined us 4/26 
after a verryyyy fast delivery. 
We are home and happy and 
healthy!

Birthdays and anniversaries 
are listed in multiples of 5 as 
well as birthdays age 80 and 
over. Mazel Tov!

Lifecycles
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Anniversaries
JUNE
73 Bernard and Carol Sideman 6/29
65  Jack and Lila Wahrhaft ig 6/12 
61 Larry and Arlene Saidman 6/28
58  Art and Liz Spander 6/17/20 
57  Harvey and Deana Freedman 6/16
55  Herb and Marilyn Friedman 6/26
50  Karen and Ken Harley 6/6 
50  Mike and Linda Baker 6/16
50  Stephen and Paula Arnold 6/28 
45  Lawrence Berman and 
 Rhea Rubin 6/7
45  Joe and Beth Hurwich 6/8
45  Richard and Barbara Kweller 6/22
45  Jean Savy and Nancy Lowenthal 6/28
40  David Berger and Helle Vistisen 6/1
30  Cliff  Shapiro and 
 Doreen Ludemann 6/3
25  Jason and Jennifer Alderman 6/3
20  Andrew and Randi Drake 6/10 
20  Kari and Vince Stewart 6/25 
15  Steph and Ben Lepow 6/4 
10  Eli and Elana Schuldt 6/24
5  Seth Engel and Ilana Pearlman 6/14

JULY
66  Victor and Joan Sonenberg 7/11
64  Jack and Sandy Summerfield 7/1
60  Sidney and Sandra Zusman 7/10
55  Robert and Bette Epstein 7/25 
50  Ronald and Caroline Peters 7/5 
45  Dan and Natalie Crouch 7/22 
40  Jerry and Carrie Michaels 7/4 
40  Bob and Flora Feldman 7/20
40  Mitch and Lai-Ming Meyer 7/25
35  Stephen and Betsy Goodman 7/6
35  Mark and Maxine Eisenberg 7/21
35  Adam Briones and Kate Lucas 7/26
25  Mark and Kimberley Epstein 7/1
25  Kevin Griff ith and 
 Adrienne Oberstein 7/2
20  Patty and Greg Mintz 7/13 
20  Jared and Linda Price 7/16 
20  Matt Fogelson and Jodi Short 7/29
15 Diana and Steven Brenner 7/10 
15  Daniel Engler and Sahra Halpern 7/16
15  Liz and Mark Daoust 7/23
15  Dan and Cheryl Berger 7/24
15  Steve and Susan Birndorf 7/30
10  Jared Leiderman and 
 Emily Epstein-Leiderman 7/4
10  Erin Bernstein and 
 David Jorgensen 7/14
5  Makenzie Means and Vance Tran 7/12

AUGUST 
60  Ron and Sue Bachman 8/21 
59  Bruce and Teddy Schwab 8/13 
57  David and Audrey Wagman 8/11
50  Ronald and Erica Rubenstein 8/1
50 Daniel and Gail Rubinfeld 8/16
50 Rich and Robin Edwards 8/30
45  Michael Appleton and 
 Pamela Sawyer 8/3
45  Fred and Anne Herskowitz 8/24 
40  Tom Gold and Lucy Harris 8/10  
40  Richard Nagler and 
 Sheila Sosnow 8/12
40  Scott and Sandy Baker 8/23
40  Joe and Sherry Felson 8/24
35  Dennis and Tracy Albers 8/17
30  Ronald and Susan Edelman 8/19
25  Jason and Annie Kantor 8/27
20  Layne Martin and Jennifer Bomze 8/19
20  Susannah Bell and 
 Sheryl Fishman 8/20
15  Alicia and James Kalamas 8/5 
15  Mara Tobis and 
 Christopher Clarke 8/20
10  Gretchen and 
 Becky Peterson-Fisher 8/29

REMEMBRANCES 
We mourn the loss of:

May their memories be a blessing.

Jerome Muchin
Husband of Carol Muchin
Father of Neil Muchin and 

JT Mates-Muchin

Donald Herz 
Father of Steve Herz

Charlotte Greenwald
Mother of Shari Yu

Kenneth Olshan
Brother-in-Law of Steve Shane

Patsy Olshan
Sister of Steve Shane

Gene Koalkin
Father of Barbara Barza

Jeff  Forster
Brother of Susan Forster

Graydon DeLand
Grandfather of Kyle DeLand
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PERIODICAL
First Hebrew 
Congregation
of Oakland
Temple Sinai
2808 Summit Street
Oakland, CA 94609

(510) 451-3263
oaklandsinai.org

Please continue to check www.oaklandsinai.org/calendar for the most current calendar information or 
follow us on these social media platforms:

vimeo.com/oaklandsinai                           facebook.com/templesinai2808

Scenes from the Screens

1) Oseh Shalom performed by Rabbi Regev. 2) Zooming with Religious School Teachers. 3) Rabbi Mates-Muchin interviews Board President Jon Braslaw. 
4) Sunday at Sinai with George Anton Emblom. 5) Creative Community Shabbat. 6) Songs of Comfort with Cantor Keys. 7)  Elohai N’tzor by Sharon Bernstein with the help 

of George Anton Emblom, Cantor Ilene Keys, Debra Schoenberg , Valerie Sopher, and Asaf Ophir. 8) Havdalah with the Mates-Muchin family. 


