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Celebrate Hanukkah and Song
with Temple Sinai
Tuesday, December 1, 6:00 – 7:00pm, Zoom

Jewish Music Workshop Series
Featuring Elana Arian

Zoom session featuring Elana Arian, contemporary Jewish song leader and composer from Central Synagogue in NYC,
in preparation for the Shabbat Service on Friday, December 11 which will feature Elana and her music.

Friday, December 11, 6:30pm, Facebook and Vimeo

Erev Shabbat Service

Celebrating 25 years with Cantor Keys featuring Elana Arian,
special musical guest, celebrating second night of Hanukkah

Livestream Erev Shabbat Service and Shabbat Hanukkah featuring guest Jewish composer
and musical artist Elana Arian celebrating the 2nd night of Hanukkah and the final
celebration of Cantor Keys’ 25th year at Temple Sinai. Bring your Hanukkiyot (Hanukkah Menorahs) to the Zoom service to share
your light with our community. Portions of the Tribute Book for Cantor Keys will also be presented and shared during the service!
See ad on page 3 for more information.

Friday, December 18, 5:45pm, Zoom

Hanukkah Sababa Shabbat

Sababa Shabbat service (for families with children 0-8) celebrating Hanukkah with
music led by our song leader Isaac Zones. Join us on Zoom for a fun and interactive
service featuring song and movement celebrating Shabbat and the completion of
Hanukkah. This service will conclude with a song session at 6:15pm.

Friday, December 18, 6:15pm, Facebook and Vimeo

Erev Shabbat
Hanukkah Service Song Session

Livestream Preservice Hanukkah song session led by our song leader
Isaac Zones followed by our Erev Shabbat Service at 6:30pm led by our clergy.
Look for more Hanukkah gatherings
and details on back cover.

From Our Clergy

A

t the end of December, we say goodbye to a year that
has been difficult, challenging and tumultuous for
all of us. Do I have to even list the issues? The pandemic,
which killed hundreds of thousands across the country
and upended the life of every single person in the world,
was just the start. Then there was the racial justice
reckoning that included both peaceful protests and violent
rioting. Then there were the horrible wildfires all along the
west coast that brought terrible destruction, unbreathable
air, and an orange sky day that was darkest at noon.
And then, there was a presidential election that brought
anxiety levels to new heights.
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These challenges and difficulties affected us as a society, and as individuals. We lost
loved ones and had our grief processes stunted by gathering restrictions. We have
been kept from seeing loved ones in person for far too long. We have felt significant
loneliness from not being able to be with friends and community. We have lost
employment and felt the intense fear associated with the loss of predictability and
stability. The ways in which these societal events have affected us as individuals
cannot be underestimated.
As a synagogue community, we experienced another hate crime. Thankfully, our
community was not in direct harm’s way, but the unease and the fear of rising antiSemitism has also marked this year.
We have had high moments as well. There were birthdays, graduations, new babies,
weddings, b’nei mitzvah, new jobs, retirement. All things that were celebrated, though
not always in the ways that we had expected or hoped. Disappointment for the things
that we can never get back will linger for many.
There have been silver linings as well, of course, but the heaviness is prominent in our
minds. If someone told us years ago that we would be able to live through all of this,
what would we have said? What would we have thought? Would we have believed
that we could get through it all and still be standing at the end of the year? But, we are
here, and we have strength, hope, and optimism that there are better times ahead.
In this way, 2020 has been a grand teacher of an important lesson, one that is
symbolized as well in the story of Hanukkah. Namely, that we are capable of more
than we know. There was no reason to believe that the Jews could have reestablished
their autonomy in the time of the Hanukkah story. Everything was against them, yet,
they accomplished more that anyone could have predicted. We know from the story
of the miracle that no one expected the cruse of oil to last for so many days, and yet it
did. And when all of this happened over 2000 years ago, would anyone have imagined
that there would still be Jews who told the story and commemorate the events of that
time? And yet, here we are.
We are capable of more than we know, more than we can imagine. And when
challenges continue to rise, ones we cannot even fathom today, we will get through
them as we have moved through them this past year. May we be reminded, as we light
Hanukkah candles this season, of our strength, of our resilience, and of our fortitude,
in ancient times, and today.
- Rabbi Mates-Muchin

POSTMASTER: Send address changes
to Temple Sinai Bulletin, 2808 Summit
Street, Oakland CA 94609-3605.
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WORSHIP
Music Will Keep Us
Together; Music Will
Sustain Us!

most talented musical artists, composers, teachers, and song
leaders, both Jewish and secular, from around the world!

Shalom! Six months ago, I wrote
that “community cannot be
canceled” because a shared song
would sustain us through the
physical distance of the pandemic.
Indeed, we have done just that!
Over the past months, we have
united in a sacred community despite our physical distance.
Music and prayer have kept us afloat, creating a virtual
congregation where we sing, mourn, and celebrate all the
facets of our lives with one another in unity.

We are proud to introduce the Jewish Music Workshop
Series via Zoom, featuring 1-hour workshops on various
topics of Jewish music and vocal/choral development as well
as various Shabbat services featuring our guest artists. This
educational program is intended to expand our knowledge
of the breadth of Jewish music, encourage maximum
participation in our music programs at Temple Sinai, and bring
us together in harmony. Please know that these inspiring
services and workshops are open to the entire congregation
as well as the larger community. You may find the list of events
in this bulletin and on our website. If you cannot attend an
event, the link to the recording of the zoom session will be
available on our designated web page.

We rejoiced and repented together during this High Holy Day
season in new and creative ways, and thus emerged that
much stronger as a community. We dwelled in our individual
sukkot, whether they were physical or virtual and we tasted
the sweetness of Torah during our drive-through Simchat
Torah celebration where we danced in our Temple parking lot!
Throughout these meaningful holidays, music and prayer kept
us connected and filled our hearts with joy and gratitude.

Please join us for our upcoming workshop on Tuesday,
December 1, 2020 at 6:00pm when we welcome
Elana Arian, contemporary Jewish composer, and song
leader from Central Synagogue in NYC. Elana will also share
her incredibly uplifting music during our Shabbat evening
service on Friday, December 11, 2020 at 6:30 pm when we
celebrate Shabbat Hanukkah and the conclusion of my
25th Anniversary celebration at Temple Sinai.

As we enter the darkest part of the year, music will again
sustain us with our lifeblood, light, and learning. This year,
despite the pandemic, or perhaps because of it, we have an
incredible opportunity to study and interact with some of the

I look forward to seeing you all at these exciting events. I pray
that the music and learning will sustain us throughout the
year to come. May we go from strength to strength!
- Cantor Ilene Keys

In addition to the second night of Hanukkah, December 11 Shabbat is the closing night of
Sinai in Song — our celebration of Cantor Keys’ 25 years at Temple Sinai

Erev Shabbat
FRIDAY DECEMBER 11, 2020, 6:30PM
Participate by Zoom / Facebook / Vimeo
Featuring music by multi talented singer-songwriter
ELANA ARIAN
Have your Hanukkah menorahs ready as we
celebrate with Cantor Keys
Portions of the Tribute Book* for Cantor Keys — featuring heartfelt messages by congregants,
friends and colleagues from around the country — will be shared during the service.
* The entire Tribute Book will be available for viewing on the website after this event.

oaklandsinai.org

n

3

FROM THE
From
OurCANTOR’S
Clergy DESK
Va-y’hi Or — Let There Be Light!
In times of darkness, it is no
wonder that we yearn for light.
Our eyes and spirits are drawn to
the flicker of a single candle far
in the distance that can assure us
that we are not alone.
In the Genesis story of creation,
the very first tangible thing
created by God is light — giving
shape to everything else that
was to come — and so it is in the story of Hanukkah that the
most transformative and essential miracle that took place
in the time of the Maccabees was seeing that light restored
once again.
In the time of the Talmud, the rabbis debated the nature of
the miracle we celebrate on Hanukkah. Some suggested it was
the miracle of military might — the outnumbered Maccabees
defeating the Goliath of their time. Others, in the time of the
Talmud, sought to shift the focus to the miraculous cruse of
oil lasting those eight long days.
Yet the miracle of Hanukkah is far more essential than that.
It is the holiday that falls at the darkest time of the year —
midway between the exultation of the harvest and the New
Year, and the Passover celebration of our redemption from
Egypt. In the long dark winter, it is easy to lose hope and
forget about the renewed promise of spring.
That may be why we are commanded to place our lit
Hanukkiah in the window each night of the holiday — the
ancient rabbis said it was for the sake of “publicizing the
miracle” of Hanukkah — in order to assure that light may
still shine out in the midst of the deepest darkness and give
us hope.
Hanukkah is known as Chag HaUrim, “the Holiday of Lights.”
It stands out from the rest of our Jewish calendar because
(like on Passover) we are each responsible to observe the
holiday in our homes, rather than at the synagogue.
Now, as we near the turning of the year, and navigate this
particularly dark time in our history, we see once again that
the miraculous power of light is entrusted to each and every
one of us — to proudly let it shine and assure one another that
we are not alone, and we have great hopes yet for a future
soon to come.
In the words of the famous Israeli poem, “We have come to
banish darkness. In our hands are light and flame. Each of us
is a small light, but together we are all a mighty light!”
- Rabbi Yoni Regev
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From The Front Office

T

emple Sinai is strong and able to meet the diverse needs
of our community because we work together.

At Temple Sinai, we value community and the responsibilities
and rewards that come with it. From the youngest to the most
senior among us, a sense of community makes a difference
in our daily lives. We partner and support each other, and
we learn and grow together. Our programs, services, and
volunteer efforts at Temple Sinai collectively make a huge
difference in the lives of our congregants and in the strength of
our community.
We can all agree that 2020 has been a challenging year. Yet,
we have remained a strong and vibrant congregation. Many
thanks to all who have volunteered their time, talents, and
financial resources — all have helped keep Temple Sinai
healthy, strong, and united during this unprecedented year.
As we close the books on this tax year, please consider making
a gift to our Annual Giving Campaign. Together, the Annual
Giving Campaign and your annual membership contributions
are the largest sources of revenue that fuel our work.
Please donate as generously as you are able online at www.
oaklandsinai.org, or return the Annual Giving Campaign form
that was recently mailed to you by December 31, 2020.
On behalf of Temple Sinai staff, we wish you a Happy
Hanukkah and a joyful (and more normal!) 2021. May the
festival of lights bring happiness and good health to you and
your loved ones.
-Terrie Goren
Executive Director

Thanks to Molly Boyle for sharing
her talent and painting a mural
on the protective plywood on
Webster Street. Be sure to drive
by and check it out!

WORSHIP
Chatting Over the Sinai BackFence

Tech Volunteers Needed

While the world around us may feel
more disconnected than ever, Temple
Sinai is excited to launch an additional
way for congregants to connect with
each other — the Sinai BackFence email
discussion group.

Temple Sinai is looking for some
volunteers to help with our new
technology initiative. As our world
has evolved over the last few years,
technology has played a larger part
in our Temple life. From our new
membership and Portal system to new
websites to live streaming services, we have been working to
provide new ways to stay connected.

Sinai BackFence is an email group
focused on referrals and recommendations. Looking
for a good plumber? Want to recommend a Bar Mitzvah
photographer? Searching for a job, an apartment, or a good
kugel recipe? Post your request on Sinai BackFence, and other
temple members may respond with the answer you need.

Shelter-in-place rules related to COVID-19 now make
technology more important than ever and all of these new
demands mean that we need more focus on it. We need to
think strategically and apply increased resources. We need
to find ways to support our community, both the tech-savvy
and the not-so-savvy. To that end we are looking for 10 – 15
new members for our Technology Committee.

Since we launched Sinai BackFence during the High Holy Days,
over 180 congregant households have signed up. Participants
have offered free jigsaw puzzles and filing cabinets; they’ve
shared recommendations for employment counselors, back
surgeons, and auto mechanics.

The Committee is responsible for strategic direction and
oversight for our technology program and will be working
closely with the Temple staff to support various technology
projects and programs.

“We started planning Sinai BackFence long before Covid, but
it’s turned out to be so timely, given how we can’t shmooze
in person at temple events right now,” said congregant Ilana
DeBare, who created the discussion group. “BackFence is a
great way to get recommendations from trusted friends or
share your own knowledge. Plus it’s fun to see the kinds of
questions other people are asking.”

We are looking for people who are willing to help and have
expertise in any (or all) of the following: websites, streaming,
social media, online education systems, sound systems and
video recording, back office systems (CRM and Billing,
Office 365, Accounting), Zoom and other meeting technology,
and user support.

To join Sinai BackFence, send a blank email to
SinaiBackfence+subscribe@groups.io. You’ll then receive a
daily email with all messages that have been posted during
the previous 24 hours, plus instructions on how to post or
reply to messages.

If you have expertise in any of these areas and can help
support our community, please join us. Please contact Board
President Jon Braslaw at President@oaklandsinai.org or
Executive Director Terrie Goren at Terrie@oaklandsinai.org.

Questions? Email Ilana at sinaibackfence@oaklandsinai.org.

Why Use the Portal?
Does waiting for a return phone call or email get tiresome? Would you rather not have to
make a phone call or wait for an email response if there’s a quicker, easier solution?
Would you like to get answers to your questions and issues on your own schedule?
Try using the Temple Sinai Member Portal — the support that never sleeps. The Portal is
available 24/7 and provides an accurate and consistent experience. During this time of
Shelter-in-Place, it is more convenient than ever to use it. There are no fees and access is easy.
Available exclusively to Temple members, there are many worthwhile tools available inside
the portal including:
•
•
•
•

Accessing Zoom links for Shabbat morning services
Editing your membership profile
People Feature – Accessing fellow members’ contact
information
Viewing your yahrzeit observances

•
•
•
•
•

Reviewing your personal account history
Renewing your membership
Completing forms
Making donations
Paying tuition and other fees

If you need a password reset or if you would like a virtual, guided tour and training on using the portal, temple staff are
available to help. Please contact us at info@oaklandsinai.org.
oaklandsinai.org
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FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK
Youth
Temple Sinai Youth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Religious School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Strong and Committed

Learning to Pivot

Zoom is no one’s preferred way to gather.
That is one thing all teens can agree on.
I am so impressed by those who have
made the commitment to persevere and
to maintain community connections
despite our circumstances.
7th graders are most amazing in their
resilience and connection to community.
If you have not attended a Saturday morning Bar or Bat
Mitzvah service, I encourage you to join us. They are sweet,
powerful, and meaningful. These committed 7th graders are
off to a great start on Sunday afternoons as well as meeting
over Zoom, playing games, creating community, and learning
about philanthropy.
Our 8th graders are strengthening their community and
learning about Israel. We meet weekly on Sunday and
continue to be a tight group.
RoHo was so successful over the summer that we now
continue to meet monthly over Zoom while having fun
learning, eating, and discussing issues that are important to
women today.
We have an amazing group of teens who meet weekly on
Tuesdays and are learning about social justice, partnering
with congregants for some intergenerational activities, and
incorporating Jewish values into their everyday lives.

When the school pivoted to virtual
learning in mid-March we did so with
two driving goals — connection and
content. This was something that did
not skip a beat. On a Wednesday we
were in person and on a Sunday we were
virtual. Welcome to the future: we have a
virtual religious school. So what have we
learned so far?
Our religious school has found that in a fully virtual experience
we are able to widen the breadth of connections to each other.
On any given moment of religious school you will probably
see at least one pet sneaking into a screen. You may also find
a “show and tell” allowing an easy-in to family stories about
Jewish ritual items found in the home. Concepts that are
so incredibly difficult to teach when you are always in the
building — like the idea that Judaism connects us outside the
walls of the congregation — are deepened in this experience.
In some ways we have found that accountability for Hebrew
has gone up and those old toilet paper rolls made great logs
for our virtual Lag B’Omer bonfire art project (on the holiday
of Lag B’Omer it is popular to host or attend a bonfire).

We realize that Zoom is not for everyone and look forward to
the day when we can physically be together again. If you are
missing your teen friends and would like to join us for any of
the above activities, reach out and we’ll make sure you are
connected!
We began a subscription series called Create and Celebrate
to allow congregants to bring Jewish celebrations into their
home. Each box is filled with blessings, recipes, crafts, and
ideas to make your holiday celebrations meaningful and fun!
Look for Tu B’shevat, Purim, Passover and Shavout boxes in
the coming months.
- Michele Quiat

Religious School Faculty Zoom

After spending the summer preparing for a full year of virtual
programming we are watching it play out. Virtual educational
games, videos, virtual tours of museums, and many other
educational technologies have provided us with a full
experience for our children.
Though there is no substitute for coming together as a
community, our teachers and children are finding aweinspiring and creative ways to connect the school community
and deepen Jewish knowledge.
- Stephanie Ben Simon

6

n

Temple Sinai

n

December 2020/January 2021

Create & Celebrate Hanukkah
Holiday Box

WORSHIP
Temple Sinai David Pregerson Preschool . . . . . . . . . . . .

Gratitude for Our Community
Each morning at circle time in our
preschool classes, the children sing the
prayer Modeh/Modah Ani. Traditionally,
this blessing is recited first thing in the
morning right after you wake up. It is
a blessing of gratitude. Gratitude for
opening our eyes to a new day, for the
gift of our souls and renewed life for
another day. Rabbi Shefa Gold writes about this blessing,
“Every spiritual tradition acknowledges that how we begin our
day matters. Each day I wake up with an intention that when I
open my eyes I will see and recognize God’s face in the details
of the day I am about to encounter. If my very first expression
is gratefulness (rather than seeing what’s wrong today or
obsessing over how much I need to get done) then I step on to
a path of blessing. I prepare myself for wonder.”
While there is much in the world to lead us down a path of
negativity, anxiety and fear, our preschool offers us a renewed
sense of gratitude each and every day. When school reopened
in August, this feeling of gratitude was palpable. To witness the
joy in both the children and families reunited with their friends
and community and in the teachers returning to work after
months at home, reminded all of us just what this community
means to each of us, particularly in such uncertain times.

Preschoolers hold a
very special election.

“If my very first expression is gratefulness…
then I step on to a path of blessing.
I prepare myself for wonder.” Rabbi Shefa Gold
As we head into the halfway point of our school year, even
with the adjustments in our program, the children are into
their groove and deep into the work of play. Our staff are
putting an incredible effort into adapting to new teaching
teams, new protocols, and new ways of communicating with
parents. We are continually exploring new ways of supporting
families in connecting with each other through virtual meet
ups and parent conversations under the leadership of our
Preschool Parent Committee.

Working and playing
together!

We are deeply grateful for the ongoing support, trust
and partnership of families and the greater Temple
Sinai community. We are excited to be planning for
the upcoming school year and returning to our regular
capacity—applications are now available! We have much
to be grateful for, our community is strong and the sounds
of happy children echo through our building.
- Ellen Lefkowitz
oaklandsinai.org
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FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK
Community
People of the Book Literacy Project . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

A Very Challenging Year
With schools closed due to Covid-19, our 23rd year has
proven to be our most challenging. Our model has always
been to work with 5 partner schools in high-needs areas
in the Oakland Unified School District, and in the past, we
provided tutoring at two schools as well as school-wide book
giveaways, author events, book grants for school libraries, and
books for other organizations including St. Mary’s Preschool
and Habitot Children’s Museum’s outreach programs.
So far this year, some of
our tutors have undergone
training enabling them
to tutor or read remotely
with students. Online
tutoring is definitely more
challenging for many so
we appreciate their efforts.
We also are continuing our
Adopt-A-Family program at
Greenleaf School with a new distanced shopping model, and
Temple’s Social Action Committee is organizing food drives for
Greenleaf families over winter and spring breaks. The need for
food is very high in our school community.
Getting books into children’s
hands has been difficult, but
we are working to accomplish
this on two fronts. First, we’re
pleased to announce that our
Literacy Project is donating
$5000 to FOPSL (Friends of the
Oakland Public School Libraries)
to help build a much needed
OUSD Digital Library that will
allow all students to access
e-books remotely. We also are
working with our partner schools to find ways of getting our
beautiful paperback and hardbound books to schools so that
teachers can distribute them to students, many of whom
struggle with remote learning.
Thank you to our congregation for generously donating the
funds that allow us to provide library grants and purchase
books. We cannot accept books this year, but donations made
to the Temple Sinai’s People of the Book Literacy Project Fund
will be used to purchase books for high-needs students and
also for library grants.
Thank you so much to the donors of the emergency funds
provided to our partner schools this summer and to the
Alameda County Food Bank. You have made a great difference
for many families.
8
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Thank you to Tom Revelli of Montclair Sports for his generous
donation of 136 pair of shoes after recently closing his
business (he still has a tennis business in Montclair). Many
families in need will benefit from this gift.
Quote from Bella Vista School librarian Debbie Gibbons:

“The students really love their new books!
We want you to know how much Bella Vista
appreciates your generosity. Please pass along
this message to your congregation!”
If you have questions, please contact us at
literacy@oaklandsinai.org.
Thank you!
Judy Zollman and Jean Stein, Co-Chairs

Ritual Matters  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Creative Community Shabbat
Once a year, Temple Sinai congregants write and present a
Friday evening Shabbat service. Dubbed Creative Community
Shabbat, it provides an excellent opportunity for you to
learn about the structure and content of Shabbat ritual. No
experience is necessary. We meet — on Zoom this time — four
or five times — 90 minutes each — over five months, to arrive
at a theme and to workshop our contributions. The key word
is “creative”; we create the Friday evening prayers as prose,
poetry, music, even dance. The service will be on May 14,
2021; we meet first in January. Please contact Valerie Sopher
or Phillip Rubin at ritual@oaklandsinai.org to join.

Fine Arts Committee on Culture and Community . . . . .

Poets of Tin Pan
Alley Sing-along
The Fine Arts Committee
is planning to present
Temple Sinai’s 22nd
Annual Poets of Tin Pan
Alley “Sing-along” in
February — tentatively
scheduled for Saturday
evening, February 13 at 7:00pm. This year’s show is titled
Yiddish and Synagogue Influences on Tin Pan Alley and
promises to be quite amusing. The songs have been selected,
the script is written, the computer screens are finished.
The one remaining obstacle is addressing accompaniment
on Zoom, but we think we have a solution. Unlike previous
years, the show will be free, though we will solicit donations to
offset our modest expenses. Contact impresario Phillip Rubin
with questions.

WORSHIP
Social Action  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Social Action at a Social Distance
Where
We’ve Been—

Civic Engagement
Campaign
Our biggest
activity over the
summer and
early fall was a
civic engagement
campaign. We
sponsored three
Zoom information
sessions on
California voting Marilyn Levinson sending get out the vote postcards to
procedures and Texas.
ballot measures.
In addition, we partnered with the RAC to help combat voter
suppression in other states by providing registration and voting
information and encouraging individuals to vote. Over 70
volunteers wrote and sent more than 5000 postcards and 44
volunteers made phone calls twice a week — over 10,000 calls
with at least a 40% touch rate.
Postcarding and phone banking
continued in November and
December for the Georgia Senate
Runoff Election.
Continuing to help the hungry
We continue to provide volunteers
for the Wednesday evening
food pantry at Telegraph
Community Center and the
Sunday sack lunches and the
Monday hot lunches distributed
Casseroles from Temple Sinai ready
by the Food Ministry at First
for a Monday meal
Presbyterian Church. Temple
Sinai members make and contribute casseroles and baked
goods that are greatly appreciated by the clients. Details from
SinaiSocialAction@oaklandsinai.org.

What’s on the Horizon

Holiday Break Food Drive for Greenleaf School
Sunday, December 6
No-contact drop off in the Temple parking lot 11:00am-1:00pm
Both the Temple and Oakland schools are closed, but needy
families at Greenleaf School still will be short of food over
the holiday break. Rather than filling barrels, we are asking
members to drop off bags of healthful, non-perishable
items. We will not be repacking the bags, so a mix of items is
preferred. Start planning now and pick up extra tuna, peanut
butter, cereal, rice, beans, pasta etc. when you shop.

Social Action Shabbat Featuring the RAC and RAC-CA
January 8
For more than six decades, the URJ/CCAR Religious Action
Center of Reform Judaism (the RAC) has worked to educate,
inspire, and mobilize the Reform Jewish Movement to
advocate for social justice. Nationally the RAC works on more
than 70 issues including gun violence prevention, immigration,
reproductive rights, and criminal justice reform; and mobilizes
around federal, state, provincial, and local legislation.
Here in California our statewide RAC, RAC-CA, advocates in
Sacramento and throughout the state on legislative and policy
issues that reflect the values of Reform Jews in California.
Join us to learn more about the RAC and its work both
nationally and in California. We’ll hear from RAC's National
Director Rabbi Jonah Pesner and California Senior Organizer
Rabbi Julie Saxe-Taller as well as members of our congregation
who are active with RAC-CA committees and activities.
Our individual voices are magnified when we speak as part of
an organization that represents thousands of Reform Jews.

Our Meetings
We meet from 5:00-6:00pm on the second Wednesday of each
month. Each month we hope to feature information about a
different local organization as well as look at organizations that
can benefit from small donations from the Anti-hunger/Antipoverty fund.
For more information or to be added to the Social Action list
contact SinaiSocialAction@OaklandSinai.org

Women of Temple Sinai . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Stay Engaged, Connect, Reflect and
Have Fun with WTS!
So do you want to learn how to dance the West Coast Swing?
Engage with other women Coping and Thriving in Covid?,
Continue our critical conversations about antiracism? Bake
rugelach? Have another “Ladies Night at the Movies?” Join
other women in creating an amazing Women’s Shabbat
Service? Connect with other women of our Temple Sinai
Community? These are just a few upcoming programs to stay
engaged, be supportive and supported and have fun.
Women of Temple Sinai continues to roll out its 2020-2021
Zoom programming and you are invited to join in at any point.
If you do not find a program that strikes your fancy or if you
have a great idea that might be incorporated into the WTS
mission of supporting women, our synagogue community, and
our community at large, then we can work together.
Watch for registration opportunities on the Temple Sinai
website or contact Ricki Oleon at SinaiWTS@oaklandsinai.org
with your programming ideas and comments.

oaklandsinai.org
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FROM THE CANTOR’S DESK
Giving
Todah rabah! Thank you very much to the following who provided contributions to Temple Sinai. These donations were recorded
between May 19 and November 12, 2020. For corrections or additions to this list, please contact rhonda@oaklandsinai.org
(510) 451-3263 x303.
Annual Giving Campaign
Barry and Dori Dubin
Shawn and Elizabeth Moyle
Cantor Keys Music Fund
Louise Austin
in memory of Miriam Bloomberg
Caring Community Fund
Audrey Adler
in memory of Murray Gordon and
Joanne Elefant
in memory of David Adler

Naomi Green and Family
in memory of Barbara Gross

Barry and Dori Dubin
in memory of Al Dubin

Wendy and Stan Holcenberg
in memory of Barbara Gross

Lori and Doug Elefant
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Paul Lewis
in appreciation of Barbara Gross

Jon and Jenny Ettinger
in memory of Sheryl Burnstein

Carol and Ken Ogren
in memory of Barbara Gross

Fred Fink and June Cochran

Marsha and Harry Rethers
in memory of Barbara Gross

Fromson-Mayhew Family
in celebration of Julia Fromson-Mayhew
becoming a bat mitzvah.

Dagmar and Gilbert Serota
in appreciation of Judy Zollman and
Jean Stein for their work on behalf of
Oakland students

Janet Gordon
in honor of Rabbi Mates-Muchin for
leading services of Murray Gordon

Philip and Jean Stein
in memory of Barbara Gross

Herb Holman and Leslie Paine
in memory of Ethel Holman

Sarah and Matt Weisman
in memory of Amelia Lemmon

Larry and Barbara Kluger
in memory of Harry Kluger

Joe Remcho Fund for Preschool
Scholarships

Preschool Fund

Geoff Kotin and Barbara Beach Kotin

Bananas

Kevin Clark and Melissa Severini
in honor of Dana Fox

Jill and Dan Saper

Deena and Michael Lipsett
in honor of Rabbi Mates Muchin for
keeping the community together virtually

Mark Cohen and Danielle Ullendorff
Libby Heller, Meyer Gottlieb, Joanna Heller
in celebration of Sandler Douglas’s
Confirmation
Endowment Fund
Yvonne Levy (z’l)

Jill and Dan Saper
Helen Smiler and Marlene Johnson
in honor of Julia Fromson-Mayhew’s
Bat Mitzvah
Greg and Natasha Terk
Library Fund
Marshall and Anne Grodin
in honor of the wedding anniversary of
Stephen and Paula Arnold

Rabbi Chester Discretionary Fund
Fred Fink and June Cochran
in honor of David Fink receiving
his PhD in Epidemiology from
Columbia University
Matti Fromson and Tom Mayhew
in celebration of Julia Fromson-Mayhew
becoming a bat mitzvah.
Rabbi Giving Fund

Michael and Holly Gardner
in memory of Joan Green Gardner
E Ruth Hunt and The Blatte Family
in memory of Joanne and Roland Elefant in memory of Jessie Carlow Gardner
Lionel Benas Israel Scholarship Fund

Rabbi Mates-Muchin Discretionary Fund

Allyson Benas
in celebration of Evelyn Benas’s birthday

Burt Boltuch
in memory of Murray Gordon

Daniel, Lynn, Elizabeth, and Allyson Benas Howard and Barbara Bomze
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Violet Martin
in honor of Evelyn Benas’s birthday
The Bornstein Family
Elizabeth Benas
on the occasion of Evelyn Benas’s birthday The Burton Family
People of the Book –
Oakland Literacy Project
Marty Glick and Judy Zollman
in appreciation of Barbara Gross’s
support and work on People of the Book
10
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in memory of Edward Karp

Ted Greenebaum and Melissa Torok

Moses and Susan Libitzky
in memory of Murray Gordon
Jonathan Logan
Bob and Barbara Morrison
in memory of Jerry Muchin
Cy Musiker and Andi Duncan
Jeffrey, Leslie, Jason and
Greg Neidleman
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin
Claudia Reet
Lillian Rubenstein
in memory of Murray Gordon
Michelle Siegel
in appreciation of the Wise Aging
program
Benjamin and Jane Simon
in memory of Lee J Shapiro
The Vitek Family
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Liyan Chen and Brian Solomon
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin

Rabbi Regev Discretionary Fund

Catherine deCuir
in memory of Jeanette DeCuir

Matti Fromson and Tom Mayhew
in celebration of Julia Fromson-Mayhew
becoming a Bat Mitzvah

December 2020/January 2021

The Bornstein Family

WORSHIP
Janet Gordon
in honor of Rabbi Regev for leading
service for Murray Gordon
Geoff Kotin and Barbara Beach Kotin
Religious School Fund
Jack and Mitzi Olshansky
in memory of Murray Gordon
Social Action/Anti-Hunger Fund
Edward Abramson
in memory of John Lewis
Anonymous
David Berger and Helle Vistisen
Natalie and Dan Crouch
in celebration of Shelley Hubner’s
birthday
in memory of Lila Wahrhaftig
Miranda J Dean
Gail and Terry Feigenbaum
in honor of Sue and Ron Bachman’s
Anniversary
Larry Ginsburg and Lynn Simon
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Julia Fromson-Mayhew
Gary Greenhood
in memory of Leo and Selma Greenhood
Deborah and David Kirshman
in celebration of the Bat Mitzvah of
Violet Martin
Frank and Libby Silver
in memory of Marty Ross
Chris Urkofsy
in memory of Rebecca and
Martin Urkofsky
Where The Need Is Greatest Fund
Donna C Alongi
in memory of Barbara Gross
Anonymous
in memory of Arthur P. Pickman
Anonymous
Betsy Bigelow-Teller
in memory of Chuck Teller
in memory of Jerome S. Teller
Amy Blasenheim
in memory of Lee J Shapiro
Dana Sheanin and Sue Bojdak
in memory of Alice Shakow Piller
Burt Boltuch and Cathy Livingston
in memory of Alice Shakow Piller

Ann Brandt
in memory of Amelia Lemmon

Joanne Rocklin and Gerry Nelson
in memory of Lila Wahrhaftig

Linda Burnett and Rabbi Adar
in appreciation of Temple Sinai’s
High Holy Day Services

Claudia Reet

Portia Carryer
in memory of John Eugene Carryer
Liz and Mark Daoust
in honor of the B’nei Mitzvah of
Max Goldfarb, Xander Zwerling,
Jonah Greenberg and Miles Robinson
Beth Ehrlich
in appreciation of Temple Sinai’s online
services
Michael and Pamela Ein
in memory of Murray Gordon
Jerry and Myra Feiger
in memory of Henry Arnold Snyder
Jonathan Geiduschek and Amy Harris
in memory of Sy and Skip Harris
Alan and Renee Goldhammer
in memory of Leonard and
Rose Goldhammer
Janet Gordon
in memory of Helen Markus
in memory of Clarence Markus
in memory of Reba Ginsburg
in memory of Lois Arnold
Dennis, Sandy, Pamela, and Douglas Hill
in memory of Barbara Gross
Susan Horrocks
in memory of Stephen A. Norwick
Linda Kamby and Paul Weir
in memory of Michael Kamby
Geraldine Karkowsky
in honor of the Bat Mitzvah of
Hayley Corinne Vest
Bob and Cathy Kobel Altbaier
in memory of Murray Gordon
Gloria Kresch
Fred Levin and Nancy Livingston
in memory of Murray Gordon
Linsey and Brett Morrison
in celebration of the B’nei Mitzvah of
Max Goldfarb, Xander Zwerling, Jonah
Greenberg and Miles Robinson

Patrick and Susan Reilly
Beth Riseman
in memory of Ed Spencer
Selma Riskin
for the speedy recovery of Ruth Schneider
Mantra and Steve Robinson
in celebration of Miles Robinson’s
Bar Mitzvah
Blithe and Scott Rocher
Barbara Schonfeld
Frank and Libby Silver
Wendy Simon
in memory of Nicole Welmond
in memory of Robert Rosenberg
Arthur and Meredith Stanten
in memory of Joanne Elefant
David and Judy Stein
in memory of Isabel Bradshaw
Nathan Stein and Family
in memory of Warner, Henrietta and
Orna Oberndoerfer
Nathan Stein
in memory of Ken Stein and
Laurence Heyman
Karen Sternstein
in memory of Martin Sternstein
Lucia T Wara-Goss
Heather Weingarten
in memory of Jerry Muchin and
Barbara Weingarten
Erik, Christine, Xander, and Levi Zwerling
in appreciation of Rabbi Mates-Muchin
and Cantor Keys
Martin and Karen Zwerling
in honor of Jaimi Zwerling-Jeffrey and
John Jeffrey, Logan and Emilie Jeffrey,
and Adam, Deborah, Bayla, Erik,
Christine, Xander and Levi Zwerling
Yesod
Mike and Linda Baker
in memory of Murray Gordon

Carol Muchin

Jane and Richard Cohen
in memory of Pauline Cohen

Danila Musante
in memory of her grandparents

Joel and Barbara Richmon

oaklandsinai.org
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Annual Giving

Explore Tradition. Find Purpose. Create Community.
Shalom. For 146 years Temple Sinai has been a spiritual home and source of life-affirming rituals, prayer and
celebration for East Bay families like yours and mine. At critical times we have been called upon to be there for
Temple Sinai. This is one of those times.
The past seven months have been trying, tiring and truly hard to imagine. Covid-19, political turmoil and a fraught
election, disparities between rich and poor, an uptick in racist and anti-Semitic violence, environmental degradation —
the list goes on and on.
Through it all, Temple Sinai has been a shelter from the storm, a place of peace and comfort. Our dedicated clergy and
staff have shown up in many significant ways. They have provided us with innovative programming, thoughtful and
creative lifecycle events, inspiring High Holiday services and the warmth of a family-centered Friday night Shabbat,
all within the current shelter-in-place restrictions. We are hopeful that we will soon be able to come together again, to
worship and learn and schmooze, and that the coming year will bring good things for all of us.
And as we continue to weather these storms, Temple Sinai needs your support. Your ongoing generous financial
support allows us to continue providing that place of refuge to our community. Our Annual Giving campaign bridges the
gap between revenue from Temple membership, tuition and various fees, and the cost of running the Temple. Annual
Giving contributions help offset ongoing and unexpected expenses and allow us to maintain the high quality programs
and services that have been central to the tradition of our congregation and a comfort in these crazy times.
Temple Sinai is a place of refuge and nourishment — a place to renew the spirit, connect with friends and family,
gather — when possible—, and organize to address social issues. By keeping our community strong, we are better able
to navigate the difficulties we face and find the courage and motivation to strengthen ourselves and repair our world.
Your generous financial support of Temple Sinai is a vital part of that effort. Please join me in continuing to support
our community by donating online at oaklandsinai.org/annual_giving.
Thank you for your support of our community during these difficult times. Together, we are stronger.
L’Shalom,

Jon Braslaw
Congregational President
P.S. I would love to hear from you. You can reach me at president@oaklandsinai.org.
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December 2020/January 2021

WORSHIP
Tax Advantaged Ways to Support Temple Sinai
How the CARES Act Makes it Easier to Donate
Temple Sinai has always been sustained by the generosity of
our members, and your generosity is more important than
ever. When planning your year-end giving, you might want to
consider changes in the tax code arising out of the COVID-19
pandemic CARES Act legislation. Below you’ll find information
about how these changes to tax law might affect your yearend donations to Temple Sinai.
An Easy Way to Donate
Gifts of appreciated stocks, bonds, real estate, tangible assets
— or just a check — are the easiest and most direct way to
support Temple Sinai. These gifts often result in an immediate
tax deduction and a gift of appreciated property can yield
additional tax savings.
“Bunching Donations”
If you do not have enough deductions to itemize, you can
group your donations in certain years to maximize tax benefits
for other tax-advantaged strategies.
THE CARES ACT
To encourage charitable giving during the pandemic
the CARES Act suspended the limits on charitable
contributions, by allowing deduction of up to 100% of
your Adjusted Gross Income (AGI). The normal limitations
are 50%, 30% or 20% of a taxpayer payer’s AGI, depending
upon how the IRS classifies the organization receiving the
donation. This deduction only applies to taxpayers who
can itemize deductions.
While not a huge tax break, the CARES Act also authorized
an ‘above-the-line’ charitable deduction of up to $300 for
charitable contributions. The tax law changes enacted for

the 2018 tax year increased the standard deduction, limiting
the number of taxpayers who can itemize deductions each
year. This means that all taxpayers who are able to itemize
deductions can deduct up to $300 in charitable donations.
Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs)
If you are 70 ½ or older, Qualified Charitable Distributions
(QCDs) are a great way to support Temple Sinai during your
lifetime. QCD’s are designed to allow you to take a portion
of your IRA “required minimum distribution” (RMD -- the
amount you must start taking from any of your IRAs once
you reach the age of 70 ½ , even if you have not yet retired)
and contribute some or all of it to charity. A QCD is a direct
transfer from your IRA to a qualified charity, totally free of tax.
QCDs count toward your annual RMD if certain rules are met.
A QCD is often better for the donor tax-wise than taking the
required distribution and making donations separately. While
the CARES Act waives RMDs for 2020, you might want to think
about this kind of gift in 2021.
The CARES Act waives required minimum distributions for
2020 from retirement accounts.
Please be in touch if a conversation would be useful to you.
Executive Director Terrie Goren terrie@oaklandsinai.org is
standing by to answer any questions you may have.
Temple Sinai’s Tax ID number is: 94-1156845
This information is intended to be educational and is not
intended as legal or financial advice. Please check with your
financial and legal advisors on whether any of the
tax-advantaged ways to benefit Temple Sinai apply to you.

“As my ancestors planted for me,

so do I plant for those who will come after me.”
-Talmud

Imagine if you could provide a gift to Temple Sinai that would last forever.

W

e are pleased to note that in the last few years many congregants have decided to make a “legacy” gift to Temple Sinai
as part of their will, family trust, insurance policy or IRA. For these households, legacy giving has been a way to reaffirm
their commitment to the congregation — particularly at a time when we cannot physically gather together as a congregation —
through a future gift. On behalf of the congregation, thank you legacy households!
Life & Legacy is an endowment program designed to help you create permanent legacy gifts, demonstrating your belief in the
continuity of Jewish life at Temple Sinai for generations to come. If you are interested in joining your fellow congregants who
have committed to make a legacy gift to secure Temple Sinai long into the future, please contact Legacy Giving Committee
chair, Geoff Piller, at lifeandlegacy@oaklandsinai.org.
oaklandsinai.org
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We are proud to introduce the Jewish Music Workshop Series via Zoom on various topics of Jewish music and vocal/
choral development led by guest musical artists, both Jewish and secular. These 1-hour workshops are open to the entire
congregation and are both entertaining and educational, allowing us to study and interact with some of the most talented
composers, performers, and teachers from around the world. This program is intended to expand our knowledge of the
breadth of Jewish music, and encourage maximum participation in our music programs at Temple Sinai. We are so excited to
learn from our guest artists this year and hope you will join us for some or all of these exciting events.
- Cantor Ilene Keys and Choir Director, George Anton Emblom
Tuesday, December 1, 6:00pm
Elana Arian, contemporary Jewish music/
synagogue composer from Central
Synagogue in NYC shares her music in
preparation for her Shabbat service with us
on Friday Dec 11, 2020.
Tuesday, December 15, 1:00pm
Asaf Ophir and Dan Cantrell on accordion
present a workshop on Klezmer music.
(Part 3 of a 3-part series on Jewish music:
Mizrachi, Sephardic, and Ashkenazi
traditions).
Tuesday, January 12, 6:30pm
Eric Choate, choral clinician, Artistic
Director of San Francisco Boys Chorus and
Director of Music at The Episcopal Church
of St. Mary the Virgin in San Francisco
shares with us his expertise in choral music
and technique.
Tuesday, January 26, 6:30pm
Rita Lilly, Choral Director at Mills College,
Music Director at Lafayette Christian
Church, and Senior Faculty at Pacific
Boychoir Academy presents a workshop on
“The Voice and the Body including singing
techniques, breathing, and vocalizing.”
Tuesday, February 2, 6:00 - 7:30pm
Yoel Sykes, composer and musician from
Nava Tehila Ensemble in Jerusalem, and
Chava Mirel, cross-genre singer, guitarist,
composer, recording artist, spiritual leader
and activist will share their music of hope,
connection, and inclusion in preparation
for their service with us on Friday Feb 5, 2021.
Tuesday, February 9, 6:30pm
Tali Rubinstein, jazz recorder player,
vocalist, and composer from Israel and
Berklee College of Music joins with Angelo
Spampinato, percussionist from Berklee
College of Music to present Jazz and
Israeli music.
14
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Tuesday, February 23, 6:30pm
The Levins present Hidden Saints and
Drunken Sages: An interactive concert and
storytelling exploration of mystic joy. The
Levins share original songs and stories
of divine joy inspired by Jewish, Sufi and
other mystic traditions. The songs and
stories promote inclusiveness and love,
spanning the gap between generations,
gender and geography with good humor
and a benevolent spirit. Ira and Julia Levin
were long time Bay Area Jewish musicians
and Ira used to play in our Mizmor Shir!
band.
Tuesday, March 2, 6:00pm
Noah Aronson, soulful and energetic
composer and performer will lead a music
workshop on his compositions.

The following events will take place
during Shabbat Services
Friday, December 11, 2020, 6:30pm
Shabbat Services with guest Jewish
composer and musical artist Elana Arian
celebrating Hanukkah with Temple Sinai
Saturday, January 16, 2021, 10:30am
Shabbat Morning Services with guest Israeli
composers and musical artists Feliza and
Rabbi Or Zohar, performers of sacred music
from the Galilee.
Friday, February 5, 2021, 6:30pm
Shabbat in the Round Services with guest
Jewish composers and artists Yoel Sykes
and Chava Mirel featuring some of Temple
Sinai’s Shabbat in the Round musicians.

Tuesday, March 16, 6:30pm
Dr. Lynne Morrow, Director of the Oakland
Symphony Chorus and Director of Voice
and Opera/Music Theatre programs at
Sonoma State University will present her
workshop on African American Spirituals.

Friday, April 16 – Sunday, April 18, 2021
Composer-in-Residence Weekend with
Eliana Light, composer, performer, and
educator presents: “More Meaning, More
Spirit, More Love.”

Tuesday, April 13, 6:00pm
Eliana Light, composer, performer,
and educator presents “More Meaning,
More Spirit, More Love,” a workshop in
preparation for her scholar-in-residence
weekend with us Friday April 16-Sunday
April 18, 2021.

Friday, April 16, 2021, 6:30 pm
Shabbat Services Celebrating Israel’s
Independence Day with guest Jewish
composer and musical artist Eliana Light

Tuesday, May 11, 6:30pm
The San Francisco Yiddish Combo (SFYC)
presents their own unique blend of
everything that is Klezmer mixed with
years of experience in the jazz, blues, folk,
and even the hip hop world. Made up of
classically trained musicians who enjoy
stretching musical boundaries led by cellist
Rebecca Roudman.

December 2020/January 2021

The weekend will feature the following
events:

Saturday, April 17, 2021, 6:00pm
Havdalah and concert
Sunday, April 18, 2021
Eliana Light will be featured in a religious
school presentation.

Remembrances
WE MOURN THE LOSS OF:

We honor the passing of these members of our community from June – October
Bertram Fleischer
Father of Kurt Fleischer
Shirley Rosenblum
Grandmother of Geoffrey Jacoby
Bertram Lubin
Husband of Vivian Scharlach
Isabel Bradshaw
Wife of David Bradshaw
Judy Swimmer
Mother of Deborah Blackburn

Joanne Elefant
Mother of Doug Elefant and
Rachel Elefant
Kenna Nicole Welmond
Mother of Danielle Welmond
Henry Arnold Snyder
Father of Mark Snyder
Daniel R. Housfeld
Brother of Ken Housfeld
Amelia Lemmon
Aunt of Teresa Zuber

Lori Buttlaire
Niece of Dr. Stuart Buttlaire &
Donna Buttlaire

Hyla Weiskind
Sister of Elaine Markowitz

Jodie Ackerman
Sister of Valerie Ackerman

Sheryl Burnstein
Mother of Jenny Ettinger

Lester Baum
Father of Betsy Baum Block

Bernard Sideman
Husband of Carol Sideman

Murray Gordon
Husband of Janet Gordon,
Father of Shelley Gordon
and Claudia Felson

Robert Fox
Father of Stephen Fox

Geraldine Bakar Belling
Cousin of Adrienne Herman
Keiko Hiratsuka Moore
Mother of Thalia Moore
Dr. Stephen Abel
Brother-in-law of Dr. Howard Brodke
Seymour Rubinoff
Father of Karen Yarkin
Lila Wahrhaftig
Wife of Jack Wahrhaftig
Edward Karp
Farther of Carol Burton
Rachel Furer
Sister of Jessica Furer
Barbara Gross
Wife of Barry Gross
Ernest Gordon
Cousin of Resa Gordon
Martha Ross
Wife of Stan Ross,
Mother of Lloyd Ross

May their memories be a blessing.

Community
Congratulations on the Yom Kippur
Virtual Food Drive!
Temple Sinai contributed $64,464 from 302 separate
donors. The food bank estimates that this is the equivalent
of 85,000 pounds of food. In the past we have donated
between 15,000 and 20,000 pounds of food.
Sinai was one of 12 synagogues participating in
the Food Bank’s High Holy Days drive. The grand total from
all 12 participating communities, including Temple Sinai,
came to $94,839. Temple Sinai’s share was about 2/3 of the
grand total.
Thank you for such an absolutely amazing total and
overwhelming response from the entire community.
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PERIODICAL

First Hebrew
Congregation
of Oakland
Temple Sinai
2808 Summit Street
Oakland, CA 94609

(510) 451-3263
oaklandsinai.org

Hanukkah—The Festival of Lights
Wednesday, December 9

Prepare for Hanukkah and share the pictures and stories of your family Hanukkiah or Menorah
as we usher in the Festival of Lights. Look for details on our Facebook page.

Thursday, December 10 – Thursday, December 17

Join us online each night of this festival for a community candle-lighting at 6:30pm each evening.
Help us spread the light of this festival and share its blessings and songs to every home.
Look for details and links in the eNews email in the weeks leading up to the holiday,
and be sure to watch and listen to our collection of songs and stories that will be available on our
website, Facebook page, and Vimeo site.

Please continue to check www.oaklandsinai.org/calendar for the most current calendar information or
follow us on these social media platforms:
vimeo.com/oaklandsinai

facebook.com/templesinai2808

