
 

Welcome to the Bar Mitzvah of  
Jack Thomas Harford Carlisle 

Yaakov ben Chava v’Todd 
 

Service led by the Bar Mitzvah: Jack Thomas Harford Carlisle 
Rabbi Jacqueline Mates-Muchin 

Cantor I lene Key s 
George Anton Emblom, Pianist 

 
“I haven’t failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that won’t work.” 

~ Thomas Edison~ 
 

 
 

Shabbat Shalom Friends  and Family! 
 
I had a very strong sense when I was pregnant that I was carrying a boy, and an even stronger idea 
of what he would be like: I anticipated a quicksilver child, who would embrace life with a zestful 
energy and a huge appetite for living. Be careful what you wish for! This was, indeed, a child who 
wanted to walk before he could crawl; now the teenager who asked for an electric saw for a bar 
mitzvah present! 
 
When I converted, one of the dreams in my mind’s eye was for a huge bar mitzvah party to launch 
my boy into the Jewish community. And what I have experienced during coronavirus is that the 
Jewish community is still here for us, in every way that is meaningful. Refined to its essence, today’s 
bar mitzvah welcomes us, as one body, even though we may stand separately in our own homes. I 
feel the sacred presence of my Jewish ancestors as they stand around us at this holy moment; and 
Jack, the bar mitzvah boy, unites my past with his future, and beyond. Today we all stand humble 
and in awe before our God, united in community, for a moment of great rejoicing and celebration. 
 

~Victoria and Todd Carlisle 
 
 



 

Participating  in Today ’s Service: 
 

Tallit Presentation: 
Parents,  Victoria &  Todd Carlisle 

 
Parents Blessing: 

Victoria &  Todd Carlisle 
 

Torah Passing: 
Mother ,  Victoria Carlisle  

 
Aliy ot: 

First: Mother,  Victoria Carlisle 
Second: Uncle,  Nathan Carlisle 

Third: Friend, Melody Blankman 
Fourth: Bar Mitzvah,  Jack Carlisle 

 
Readings: 

Grandfather ,  Mr. Gerald Wilson 
Grandmother,  Karen Carlisle 

 

 
 

Special Thanks from Jack: 
Mum – Thank you so much for being the best mum I could have ever asked for. I love you so much and I appreciate all 

the hard work you do for the family and for my bar mitzvah. I love you. 
Dad – You are an amazing father to both me and my sisters, and you have helped me so much to prepare for my bar 

mitzvah by helping me edit, supporting me, and financing the whole operation, and for that I thank you. 
Granny and Grandpa  – I thank you both for being the comical relief and the statistical eye when things got tough. 
You helped me learn and helped me thrive when things got tough and loved to share your opinions with me, so thanks. 
Nana and Grandad – You two have been so helpful and supportive over the past couple months, and have given me 

helpful advice, stories, and have just been really fun in general, sharing about your struggles in life and how you got over 
them. You told me about birdwatdching and patience, and have been really helpful and I thank you for that. 

Ophira,  Cantor Keys,  and Michele – Thank you, all of you, for all of the support, help, and time that you dedicated 
to my education. You were always super helpful and patient, you taught me evrything I know about being Jewish, how to 

read Hebrew, learning and interpreting the Torah, and just being really fun teachers.  
I really do appreciate your help throughout this journey. 

Rabbi Mates-Muchin – Thank you so much for showing me what it means to be Jewish and helping me decode my 
Torah portion’s meaning and message. Without all of your support, I could have never gotten where I am today, and for 

that, I thank you. 
 

 
 

In Our Thoughts: 
Dorothy Slater Weber, JO Weber, Christine Huber, Marlys & John Carlisle, Robert and Betty Oram, Janina 

Wybieralska, Roman Wybieralski, Henry Bobinski, Jane Wilson, William Wilson, Harford Lewis White, and Paul 
Harford White are here with us in spirit today.  

 


