
 Shabbat Shalom!  
 

Welcome family and friends! We are thrilled 
that you are able to join us in celebrating this 
special day for Lulu. All of you have known 
Lulu for some time, and many of you for all 
her life. We are honored to share this simcha 
with you.  
 
Today Lulu accepts the privileges and 
responsibilities of a Jewish adult. Lulu’s 
journey to today’s ceremony started well 
before she was born, in fact before we were 
married. Brandon and I met at UCSB Hillel in 
1994, where we shared many Shabbats and 
student activities. We married, moved to 
Oakland, and joined Temple Sinai. Since Lulu 
was born, she’s been blessed within the warm 
and vibrant community of Temple Sinai. 
Starting with her baby naming, three years of 
preschool, countless holidays, Madison’s Bat 
Mitzvah, and seven years of religious school. 
We have made so many friends along the way 
and are incredibly grateful for this 
community.  
 
Lulu has grown into a bright, loving, 
insightful, musical, creative, curious, funny, 
and beautiful young lady. She approaches life 
with enthusiasm, dedication, and kindness. 
Lulu enjoys musical theater and when not 
hanging with friends, she can be found at her 
second home, The Berkeley Playhouse 
Theater.  
 
We love the person she is and admire the 
person she is becoming.  
 
~ Melanie & Brandon Shulman 

 

 

What is a Bat Mitzvah?   
  
“Bat Mitzvah” is Hebrew for “daughter of the 

commandment.” A Bat Mitzvah is viewed as an 

adult within the Jewish community, responsible for 

her actions. It marks a celebratory rite of passage in 

Jewish culture. The term “Bat Mitzvah” is also used 

to refer to the religious service marking this 

transition from childhood to young adulthood, a 

change of status that traditionally takes place when 

a child reaches her thirteenth birthday. The Bat 

Mitzvah’s reading of the Torah also signifies that 

she has mastered Hebrew well enough to conduct 

the service. 

As a Bat Mitzvah, one has, for the first time, the 

privilege of chanting from the Torah, the Five 

Books of Moses. The Torah is the Jewish people’s 

most precious possession. This handwritten 

parchment scroll recounts the early history of the 

Jews at Sinai and resonates with all the values and 

traditions that Jews hold sacred. The Ark, in which 

the Torah is housed, is the holiest place in the 

synagogue. We stand out of respect when the Ark 

is opened, and the Torah is removed.  

The Bat Mitzvah will carry the Torah in a 

procession around the sanctuary so that we may see 

and touch the Torah with prayer books or tallit 

(prayer shawls). The Bat Mitzvah will also chant a 

Haftarah portion. The Haftarah comes from the 

Prophets section of the Hebrew bible. The 

Haftarah portion is either linked thematically to the 

Torah portion or is limited to a specific time of 

year. 

Together with our clergy, the Bat Mitzvah will lead 

our Shabbat service this morning. We encourage 

everyone to join them in song and prayer. 

 

Participating in the Service Today:  
 

 

Tallit Presentation:   
Parents   Melanie & Brandon Shulman                

 

Ark Opener: 

Friend  Sophia Silva    

 

Torah Passing:  

Grandparents Sheri & Fred Ockrim 
Francine & Barry Shulman 

Parents   Melanie & Brandon Shulman                 

 

Undressing the Torah 

Cousins    Connor and Cameron Curtin 

   

Aliyot:  

First:        

Bat Mitzvah Lulu Shulman 

                             

Dressing the Torah:  

Cousins    Connor and Cameron Curtin 

 

Ark Closers:     

Aunt    Kimberly Curtin 
Sister  Madison Shulman 
Flower Brigade: 
Friends   Sophia Silva 

Parissa A. 
Tais Greene-Dittz 
Kaylie Svenson 



 Special Thanks from Lulu:  
 
Rabbi Regev: Thank you so much for 
officiating today, supporting me with my 
drash, and helping me to better understand my 
torah portion. I enjoyed our time together. 
 
Ophira Druch: Thank you for helping me 
learn my prayers. I enjoyed working with you.  
 
Cantor Keys: Thank you for being here today 
and doing a duet with me. It was fun working 
with you and really appreciate your kindness 
and support. 
 
Friends: I’m so happy to be surrounded by so 
many of my classmates, theater, and temple 
friends. I am excited to celebrate with all of 
you. Thank you for always making me laugh 
and especially for being here with me today. 
 
Family: To my incredible grandparents, aunt, 
uncle, cousins, and sister, thanks for being here 
with me and for being part of my service. I 
know how much you all love and support me. I 
love, value, and appreciate you. I’m grateful to 
be part of this family. 
 
Madison: Thank you for being a great big sis. 
You are fun to hang out with and I appreciate 
you helping me when needed. I love you. 
 
Mom and Dad: 
Thank you for helping me along the path 
toward becoming a Bat Mitzvah and cheering 
me on throughout my life. I love you very 
much and feel very lucky to have such 
supportive parents. Thanks for your love, 
laughter, and endless amount of patience. 
 

In Our Thoughts 

 
At this momentous time in Lulu’s life, we 

remember with love and gratitude those who are 
no longer with us, but whose memories live on 

through Lulu and our families each day: 
 

Helen and Arthur Pearlstein 
Eric Shulman 
Blossom Arlin 
Bertha Rotner 

Gladys & Leo Shulman 
Rudolph Mayron 

Judy Sherman 
Edith Cohen 

Kenneth Arlin 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Please respect the sanctity of the service: 

Silence or turn off cell phones. 
No texting or unauthorized photography. 

Please do not applaud 

to express appreciation; instead 

we say “Yasher koach!”, 

meaning “Well done!” 

Clapping to music with joy is welcome. 

 
 

Welcome to Temple Sinai 

Oakland, California  

 

4 April 2020   10 Nisan 5780 

 

Tzav 
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