
	Shabbat Shalom! 	
	
Welcome to all our friends and family who 
traveled from across the country, across the 
state and around the Bay to help us celebrate 
this special moment in Calder’s life. Calder’s 
work leading up to today has been a journey 
of its own, but it would not be complete 
without the presence of his family, his friends 
and the people who have known him the 
longest. 
 
As you know, Calder is passionate about both 
debate and music, and these have been critical 
parts of his Bar Mitzvah preparations. 
Debating and questioning have become 
important aspects of Judaism and today Calder 
is adding his interpretation to that tradition. 
Suffice it to say, Calder has never let us down 
in the realm of debate. 
 
Calder’s musical side has also been a huge part 
his journey. We have listened to him practice, 
memorizing and repeating the ancient and 
familiar tunes that bring us close to these 
traditions. We are honored to hear his voice 
echo those of generations past. We are very 
proud of him today, and we thank you for 
coming to support him. 
 
Please join us after the service for a 
celebratory luncheon in the adjacent hall. 
 
~ Chris Underwood & Shana Lazerow 

 
	

What is a Bar Mitzvah? 

“Bar Mitzvah” is Hebrew for “son of the 
commandment.” A Bar Mitzvah is viewed as an 
adult within the Jewish community, responsible for 
his actions. It marks a celebratory rite of passage in 
Jewish culture. The term “Bar Mitzvah” is also used 
to refer to the religious service marking this 
transition from childhood to young adulthood, a 
change of status that traditionally takes place when 
a child reaches his thirteenth birthday. The Bar 
Mitzvah’s reading of the Torah also signifies that he 
has mastered Hebrew well enough to conduct the 
service. 

As a Bar Mitzvah, one has, for the first time, the 
privilege of chanting from the Torah, the Five 
Books of Moses. The Torah is the Jewish people’s 
most precious possession. This handwritten 
parchment scroll recounts the early history of the 
Jews at Sinai and resonates with all the values and 
traditions that Jews hold sacred. The Ark, in which 
the Torah is housed, is the holiest place in the 
synagogue. We stand out of respect when the Ark 
is opened, and the Torah is removed.  

The Bar Mitzvah will carry the Torah in a 
procession around the sanctuary so that we may see 
and touch the Torah with prayer books or tallit 
(prayer shawls). The Bar Mitzvah will also chant a 
Haftarah portion. The Haftarah comes from the 
Prophets section of the Hebrew bible. The 
Haftarah portion is either linked thematically to the 
Torah portion or is limited to a specific time of 
year. 

Together with our clergy, the B’nei Mitzvah will 
lead our Shabbat service this morning. We 
encourage everyone to join them in song and 
prayer. 

 	

Participating in the Service Today: 	
 	
 
Tallit Presentation:  
Parents  Chris Underwood & Shana Lazerow 
 
Ark Opener:  
Cousin               Sam Baum   
 
Torah Passing: 
Grandparents Jane and Bert Lazerow 
Parents  Chris Underwood & Shana Lazerow 
 
Undressing Torah: 
Cousin                  Eli Baum 
  
Aliyot: 
First: 
Grandparents    Jane and Bert Lazerow 
 
Second: 
Aunts  Erica Davis and Pamela Jenkins 
 
Third:   
Parents  Chris Underwood & Shana Lazerow 
 
Fourth:  
Bar Mitzvah  Calder Julius Underwood 
 
 
Dressing the Torah: 
Cousin   Geoffrey Mackler 
 
Ark Closer:   
Cousin            Max Baum 
	



	Special Thanks from Calder: 	
 	
Thank you to Rabbi Mates-Muchin, whose 
patience and understanding helped me shape 
my d’var. 
 
Thank you to Cantor Keys, whose recordings 
I can hear, play back, and hear again on my 
computer and in my head.  
 
Thank you to Ophira Druch, who was easy 
to work with, and always encouraging to me. 
Your tutoring gave me a great start!  
 
Thank you to Desmond Sobel and his 
family for sharing this special day with me. 
Desmond, I have known you since we were 
five, and the journey to today would not have 
been the same without you. 
 
Last but certainly not least, I would like to 
thank my parents, my grandparents, and 
all my family who traveled to be with me on 
this special day. 
 

 

 

 

 

In Our Thoughts 
 

We remember Jane Underwood, Calder’s 
grandmother, who passed away in April. We 
miss her and wish she could have been here to 

celebrate with us. 
 

   

   

   
 

 

   

   

   
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please respect the sanctity of the service: 
Silence or turn off cell phones.	

No texting or unauthorized photography. 
Instead of applause,  

we express appreciation by saying  
 “Yasher koach!”, 

meaning “Well done!” 
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