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News of the Congregation

Condolences to: 
1 David Silberg on the passing of his parents, Patricia & Arthur Silberg

Shabbat Services

Friday, May 7, 8:00 pm  - Shabbat Services
Friday, May 14, 8:00 pm - Shabbat Services
Friday, May 21, 8:00 pm - Shabbat Services w/ Confirmation
Friday, May 28, 8:00 pm - Shabbat Services
Friday, June 4, 8:00 pm - Shabbat Services
Friday, June 11, 8:00 pm - Shabbat Services
Friday, June 18, 8:00 pm - Shabbat Services
Friday, June 25, 8:00 pm - Shabbat Services

Weekly Torah Portions

May 7 Behar/Bechukotai 25 Iyyar  Leviticus 25:1-27:34  
May 14 Bamidar   3 Sivan  Numbers 1:1-4:20 
May 21 Nasso   10 Sivan  Numbers 4:21-7:89 
May 28 Beha'alotacha  17 Sivan  Numbers 8:1-12:15  
June 4 Shelach   24 Sivan  Numbers 13:1-15:41 
June 11 Korach   1 Tammuz Numbers 16:1-18:32 
June 18 Chukat   8 Tammuz  Numbers 19:1-22:1 
June 25 Balak   15 Tammuz Numbers 22:2-25:9



Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf 
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Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf

This month, we celebrate Shavuot, 
the holiday when we celebrate receiving 
the Torah on Mount Sinai. According 
to the Torah, God tells the people that if 
they listen to God’s voice and keep God’s 
covenant, then they will be a treasure to 
God. The people respond by saying “‘All 
that the Eternal has spoken will we do.” 
(Exodus 19: 5, 8) From the very begin-
ning, God, through Moses, let us know 
that being part of a community means 
making a commitment to each other.  

For over fifty years, the families of 
Port Jewish Center have been in a cov-
enantal relationship with one another. 
Together, you/they/we built a congre-
gation based on the love of Torah and 
the principle that each individual and 
each family in our community of Torah 
is to be treasured. We started as a small 
collection of families who wanted to 
create a sacred community for ourselves 
and our children. Over the years, we not 
only embraced the Torah, we acquired a 
Torah (four in all!) and a building. The 
loving care of our PJC family has not 
only sustained our synagogue, but helped 
it blossom and grow. 

Every member of PJC, each in their 
own way, has contributed to sustaining 
the covenantal relationship we have with 
one another and our community. I want 
to thank each of you being there for PJC 
with your time, your heart and soul, your 
special talents, and your financial sup-
port. All of it has sustained our commu-
nity. All of it has allowed us to be there 

for families looking for the special kind 
of Jewish home that PJC offers. 

On behalf of every member of PJC--
past, present, and future--I want to es-
pecially thank those who have taken the 
extra step of serving on the Board of our 
synagogue. There are so many benefits 
of being part of a small congregational 
community, but one of the challenges of 
our size is that there is a limited num-
ber of people who are available to serve. 
And yet, year after year, members of our 
community have stepped up to serve. 
Together, they have guided us from gen-
eration to generation and from strength 
to strength. 

I want to especially thank Mark 
Meltzer, who stepped up to serve as 
co-president AGAIN during a critical 
time of transition for our synagogue. I 
count myself as incredibly lucky to have 
had Mark as co-president when I first 
arrived at PJC almost seven years ago. 
And, I count myself just as lucky to have 
Mark by my side during this incredibly 
difficult pandemic year. While Mark has 
many wonderful characteristics, the most 
important one is that he is, through and 
through, a mensch. We are all grateful 
that he was willing to come back to  
serve one more year as our co-president. 
Todah rabah!

I also want to thank Jay Beberman, 
who very quickly went from serving on 
the board, to serving as our treasurer, to 
becoming our co-president. In fact, some 
might say that his journey to co-president 

went at warp 
speed! Jay, 
we are all so 
grateful to  
you for  
being there  
for PJC. Not 
only did you 
serve as our 
co-president, 
but you are the Communications Direc-
tor for the Islanders with three (teenage) 
kids at home during a pandemic whose 
wife has been on the frontlines as an 
essential worker (thanks Dr. Hillary Be-
berman!). You already had plenty on your 
plate and we thank you for your service 
to our sacred community. 

I want to thank every member of our 
current board, those whose terms are fin-
ishing and those who are continuing, for 
everything you have done to help sustain 
our community, especially during this 
(we hope) unique year. I look forward to 
being able to publicly thank each one of 
you for your commitment to our com-
munity at our (virtual) Annual Meeting. 
I hope each and every member of our 
community will join me at our Annual 
Meeting to thank our leadership for 
their service, to hear about the incredible 
work they’ve been doing to sustain our 
community and to learn more about our 
plans for Port Jewish Center. 
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Co-President Mark Meltzer — Mi Shebeirach, Kaddish and Sweet Things

Mark Meltzer

Fredda and I try to attend Shabbat ser-
vices each week. It is a pleasant way to start 
the weekend, pray, sing together and keep 
connected with our PJC family. During the 
past year, attending services has become 
more impactful than ever before. For me, 
this has been a year of reflection, isolation, 
fear and discovery.  
    An unimaginable year of loss and adap-
tation. Recently, these difficult feelings are 
being replaced with hope and optimism. 
Thank God.

Although we are not meeting in person, 
this year’s Shabbat services have been 
intense and emotional for me. Prayers and 
songs that I have heard hundreds of times 
had new meaning and depth. Jeremy Sipe’s 
guitar, piano and voice were a sweet gift 
each Shabbat as this young man energized 
our congregation during these challenging 
times. Rabbi Mendelson’s insights and her 
optimism about the future were reassuring, 
much needed and appreciated. Seeing the 
faces of my friends in their little Zoom 
boxes with their smiles, waves and energy 
made me  optimistic and grateful. We are 
always so happy to see each other.

Perhaps the most emotional and insight-
ful times for me during these services were 
the Mi Shebeirach, Kaddish and Sweet 
Things. 

Each week the congregants share the 
names of their friends and family who are 
struggling with health issues and need a 
prayer to put them on the road to recovery. 
Many times the same names are mentioned 
for many weeks. I assume these people are 
quite ill and their recovery is taking a very 
long time. These are people I don’t know. 
I do know, a member of my PJC family is 
very concerned about the well-being of a 

named loved one or friend. When Fred-
da or I add names to the list, it is quite 
comforting to know not only are our voices 
praying for a full recovery, but all the 
congregants are praying for our loved ones 
as well. It is so comforting when Rabbi 
Mendelson shares that a congregant, loved 
one or friend who has been ill is getting 
better. They are out of the hospital, walk-
ing around and becoming their old self.

When we arrive at the time in the ser-
vice where the Kaddish is chanted, I listen 
to the names that are mentioned by congre-
gants and Rabbi Mendelson. Mothers, 
Fathers, Grandparents, Friends and Loved 
Ones are presented. Each name mentioned 
is so special to each congregant. Each name 
mentioned has played a significant, mean-
ingful and loving role in the lives of our 
congregants. These people are cherished 
and missed .They have shaped who we are. 
Daily events remind us of those that have 
passed and we wish they were still here 
with us to see the joy in our lives and com-
fort us when the need arises. Chanting the 
kaddish reminds us of these departed loved 
ones and makes us grateful for all they 
have given to us. Listening to these names 
this year has been especially meaningful 
and poignant. Could these departed loved 
ones ever have imagined a pandemic of 
this magnitude and the impact on so many 
lives? How comforting would it have been  
for these loved ones to be with us as we 
tried to make sense of what was happening 
in the world?

At the end of the Shabbat service, Rabbi 
Mendelson asks, “does any one have any 
sweet things to share?” This is like a great 
big piece of chocolate cake at the end of 
a sumptuous meal. It is a time where the 

smiles in the 
little Zoom 
boxes become 
bigger and  
the PJC  
family shares 
all that is  
good in  
their lives. I 
find a consistency in the sweet things that 
are brought forward. There is no men-
tion of stock portfolios going up, politi-
cal preferences, or what is wrong in the 
world. Rather, it is all about very personal 
pleasures each member of the PJC family is 
experiencing. It is about the joy and excite-
ment we feel when we are with, or planning 
to see, our family. It is about returning to 
health after being ill. It is about securing a 
COVID shot and the protection provided. 
It is about the birth of child. It is about 
graduations, new jobs, academic accom-
plishments and growth. Most important, 
it is the willingness to share these feelings 
with other members of the PJC family who 
kvell with you and share your enjoyment. 
Somehow, however overjoyed you feel 
about your sweet thing, you become even 
more overjoyed when you share the  "news” 
with your PJC family.

I thank you all for helping Fredda and 
me make it through this challenging time. 

I thank you for the opportunity to be 
co-president during this past year.

I thank you Rabbi Mendelson for your 
vision, compassion and leadership during 
this past year.

And, I thank you all for your friendship.
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Lauren Chizner

Religious School Director

Shalom is the final midah (Jewish 
value) with which our Religious School 
year concludes. Our students know 
shalom as meaning “hello, goodbye, and 
peace. “ While all these meanings are 
100% correct, shalom has an additional 
meaning that has so much relevance this 
year -  Wholeness. All three translations 
of shalom come together in one word 
because the root of shalom is “shin-lamed-
mem,” shalem, which signifies wholeness 
and completeness. Each of the midot 
that our students have learned this year 
is leading us one step closer to shalom, 
wholeness and peace. 

I, too, believe I have been spending 
my year working toward feeling whole 
again. It has been a long year, with many 
challenges, but I prefer to focus on the 
silver linings of all we have accomplished 
this school year, thanks in large part to 
technology. Technology has allowed us 
to continue to gather as a community 
and pray together, learn together, sing 
together and celebrate together. Tech-
nology has allowed our students to visit 
places they wouldn’t have otherwise seen, 

such as the Israel National Trail, Eilat, 
and Tel Aviv. Technology has allowed us 
to meet people we may never have met, 
such as Israeli tour guides Shira Klein-
man and Amy Ben-Dov,  Israeli magician 
Yarden Shalev, and our PJC song leader 
Ben Pagliaro. Technology has challenged 
us as teachers to move out of our comfort 
zone and try new things to help Judaism 
come alive for our children. Technology 
has given us the ability to continue to 
do acts of Tikkun Olam (repairing the 
world), even when we couldn’t be phys-
ically together. All of these things have 
led me closer to that feeling of wholeness. 
But I am not there yet.

My hope and prayer is that we can 
safely be together as a Religious School 
community next year. I will feel more 
whole when I see your children walk 
through the doors of PJC. I will feel 
more whole when I hear our teachers 
teaching in the classrooms of PJC. I will 
feel more whole when we can recite the 
words of the Shema together in person, 
whether in our sanctuary or outside. I 
will feel more whole when we can return 

to Stop and 
Shop and use 
our Tzedakah 
money to 
restock the 
shelves of the 
food pantry 
at Our Lady 
of Fatima. I will feel more whole when 
we are back together as a PJC Religious 
School community. 

Right now, I will focus on doing the 
things that we need to do to get our 
community back together - getting 
my vaccine, wearing my mask, social 
distancing, and all the things that may 
need to be done to ensure the safety of 
our students and teachers while at PJC. 
Thank you for your continued support 
and encouragement as we have walked 
together on this journey toward peace 
and fulfillment. I wish you all a wonder-
ful end to the school year and a peaceful, 
relaxing summer.
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Advertising Opportunity 

Do you have a business or service you would like to advertise in this newsletter? Display your business card in the PJC  
newsletter for one year. Fees: $75 for members, $125 for non-members. Contact Cindy in the office at 944-7202. 
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 Donations

General Fund

Observing the yahrzeits of Irene  
Morgenstern, Samuel Morgenstern,  
Edith Goldberger, Murray Goldberger, 
Allan Goldberger 
Stuart Morgenstern

In celebration of the birth of Zachary 
Jacob Cohen 
Ralph Katz

Mazel tov to Bayla and Herb Lovens 
on the birth of their grandson, Zachary 
Jacob Cohen 
Kathy & Steve Bernard

In support of PJC 
Mary Alice & Daniel Kohs

In memory of Amy Hyland 
Brian Hyland

In honor of the birth of Kathy & Steve 
Bernhard’s granddaughter Flynn,  
Observing the yahrzeits of Gustave & 
Esther Cooperman 
Roberta & Michael Cooperman

In honor of the birth of Kathy & Steve 
Bernhard's granddaughter Flynn Harper 
Bayla & Herb Lovens

In memory of Patricia & Arthur Silberg 
Amy & Lee Rubinstein

In memory of Patricia & Arthur Silberg 
Sherri Hurwitz

In support of the Spring Fling Appeal 
Arlene & Joe Labenson

Observing the yahrzeits of Audrey & 
Sylvan Silverman 
Dick Silverman & Karen Quesada

In memory of Francine Fox,  
Observing the yahrzeit of Elliot Charney 
Joan Charney

In appreciation of Roberta Cooperman 
Denise, Stephen & David Silverstein

 
Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 

Observing the yahrzeit of Bob Graf
Lynn Graf
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To be read May 7
May 1  Lucille Isaacs  Grandmother of Muriel Brodsky*
May 2  Beverly Halm  Wife of Jerry Halm
May 4  Emma Beckerman Grandmother of Richard Silverman
May 4  Bob Wolf  Uncle of Michele Greene
May 7  Arthur M. Small  Uncle of Mark Meltzer*

To be read May 14
May 8  Irving Lerner  Father of Terri Lerner-Frey
May 10  Raleigh Good  Mother of Sarafae Lucks*
May 11  Harold Keller  Father of William Keller*
May 11  Aaron J. Littman  Father of Cheryl Littman*
May 11  Dora Friedland  Mother of Judy Sofen
May 14  Marvin Becker  Husband of Barbara Becker*, Father of Susan Becker
May 14  Sandra Cohen  Mother of Renae Cohen

To be read May 21
May 15  Samuel Small  Grandfather of Mark Meltzer
May 16  William Hochhauser Uncle of Arlene Labenson
May 16  Hilda Greene  Mother of Michele Greene
May 16  Staci Love  Niece of Barbara & Joe Mayer
May 18  Alfred Ilton  Father of Evelyn Strauss
May 19  Ira Julian Schulman Father of Elyse Lemonda
May 20  Valerie Reich Altschuler Mother of Lynn Graf
May 21  Charlotte Potak  Mother of Rochelle Potak

To be read May 28
May 23  Jack Love  Father of Barbara Mayer
May 24  Francis Graham  Uncle of Janice Zeltzer
May 25  Moe Klang  Father of Robert Klang
May 28  Ronald "Sonny" Pugliesi Father of Susanne Pugliesi
May 28  Ruth Majer  Mother of Stephanie Teff

Remember a Loved One

Our Memorial Board is a way of remembering loved ones and  keeping them in our minds when we are in the sanctuary,  
particularly during the month in which a yahrzeit falls. A plaque on our memorial board is a beautiful tribute to a blessed memory.

Please contact Cindy for more information.

May Yahrtzeits 
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To be read June 4
May 30  Harold Alpert  Father of Robert Alpert*
May 31  Zeena Thrope  Mother of Jeffrey Thrope
June 2  Ruth Leopold  Mother of Leslie Sucher*
June 3  Ethel Alpert  Grandmother of Robert Alpert

To be read June 11
June 6  Amy Seidner  Baby of Barbara Lemyre
June 7  Esther Rose Yatkowitz Mother of Fredda Meltzer
June 7  Henrietta Heden  Mother of Arlene Labenson*
June 8  Max Federlein  Father of Jerry Federlein*

To be read June18
June 14  Sara Shaw  Aunt of Nancy Solomon
June 15  Eva Brodsky  Grandmother of Bert Brodsky*
June 17  Sheldon Horton  Uncle of Sandy Hyman
June 17  Helene Isaac  Grandmother of Evelyn Strauss
June 18  Charles Herman  Father of Stuart Herman
June 18  Ilse Philipsohn  Aunt of Jerry Federlein

To be read June 25
June 19  Lester Corn  Father of Judith Corn
June 23  Sandra Low  Stepmother of Corbey Hyman
June 25  William Engle  Father of Robin Helfat*
June 25  Jack Kassell  Father of Laury Kassell

To be read July 2
June 26  Nettie Schneck  Great aunt of Andrew Hyman
June 27  Goldie Katz  Grandmother of Ralph Katz*
June 28  George Bobek  Husband of Mina Bobek
June 29  Dorothy Labenson Aunt of Joe Labenson
June 30  Marjorie Voss  Sister of Carolyn Horn

Zichronam livrachah.
May their memories 

be a blessing 
for us all.

*Asterisks indicate that a loved one has been permanently memorialized with a plaque in the temple sanctuary.  
If you are interested in acquiring a plaque for your loved one, please contact the PJC office.

June Yahrtzeits
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Happy Birthday to Us —May and June Birthdays

5/2 Adam Silverstein
5/3 Eva Bersin
5/3 Bartholomew Fuchs
5/5 Stuart Morgenstern
5/9 Richard Feldman
5/17 Scott Bersin
5/17 Dax Scharfstein
5/18 Stefanie Seidner
5/20 Jennifer Bernstein
5/20 Chris Brahe
5/22 Giovanni Guzzo
5/27 Adam Graf

5/30 Andrew Beberman
5/31 Aviv Cohen
5/31 Grayson Goldson
5/31 Shayne Bersin
6/2 Barbara Lemyre 
6/3 Adam Fried
6/3 Corey Friedman
6/5 Rachel Weiselberg
6/7 Jeffrey Curtis
6/7 Jonathan Klopp
6/8 Joe Labenson
6/8 Jake Beberman

6/9 Linda Berman
6/10 Michael Thaler
6/10 William Keller
6/11 Rafi Graf
6/14 Matt Klemes
6/15 Jill Beberman
6/17 Cindy Baskin
6/17 Evelyn Strauss
6/20 Maggie Weiselberg
6/22 Jacob Keller
6/25 Ilise Tow-Friedman
6/30 Jane Bernstein
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Port Jewish Center Organization

PJC office hours:
Monday 12:30-6:30 pm, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Port Jewish Center newsletter submission deadline is the 10th of the month prior to publication. 
Newsletter Editor: Susan Rosenberg 
Please send all submissions to: susanmrosenberg1@gmail.com 
20 Manorhaven Boulevard Port Washington, New York 11050, 516-944-7202 
 
Clergy And Staff  
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf | rabbi@portjewishcenter.org  
Lauren Chizner, Religious School Director | school@portjewishcenter.org  
Cindy Ellner, Office Manager | info@portjewishcenter.org  
Laurie Ellis, Bookkeeper | bookkeeper@portjewishcenter.org  
Marcelo Fernandez, Custodian  
PARTY (formerly PJCY) Advisor | party@portjewishcenter.org  
 
Officers  
Co-Presidents: Mark Meltzer & Jay Beberman | president@portjewishcenter.org 
1st Vice President: Ilise Tow-Friedman 
2nd Vice President: Adam Lenter 
Treasurer: Matt Kepke | treasurer@portjewishcenter.org 
Recording Secretary: Cheryl Littman
Corresponding Secretary: Allison Roditi Josephs 
 
Board Of Trustees  
Linda Feldman
Sarah Hogenauer
Amy Luria
Merrill Moccio
Deborah Silberg 

Donna Berman, Rabbi Emerita 
 
Extended Family 
 
Do you know of a PJC member who is ill? Going through a difficult time? A death in the family? Please let us know so we can 
reach out. Call one of the following: 
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf 516-944-7202* or rabbi@portjewishcenter.org 
*select option 8 and follow the instructions to page the rabbi 
Co-Presidents: Mark Meltzer: mam811@aol.com or Jay Beberman: president@portjewishcenter.org  
Or caring@portjewishcenter.org 



Port Jewish Center 
20 Manorhaven, Blvd. 
Port Washington, NY 11050

Upcoming Events 
 
Lunch & Learn         Book Club         Confirmation Shabbat 
Tuesdays at 12:00      Wednesday, May 12, June 9        Friday, May 21 at 8pm 
                   3pm Internal Book Club, 8pm Author Talk 
Thursday Lunch & Learn                 Annual Meeting 
May 6 & June 3 at 12pm     Author Talk         Monday, June 7 at 8pm 
        Wednesday, May 26 at 8pm 
Adult Bingo & Trivia Night 
Saturday, May 8      


