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Musical Shabbats
with Rabbi Mendelson & songleader Chris Mason

First Fridays at 8PM 
2018 
November 2; December 7

2019 
January 4; February 1, March 1; April 5;  
May 5

www.portjewishcenter.org

Full Dinner  --  Main Course: Chicken, Beverages provided by PJC. 
Sides, Desserts, Latkes: **Last names A-R bring sides; **Last names S-Z bring dessert 

**EVERYBODY brings latkes to share (We’ll provide the sour cream & apple sauce) 
 

NO COST FOR PJC MEMBERS 
GUESTS ARE WELCOME at $5.00/person, $15 per family/max. Kids under 5 are free. 

PJC HANUKAH DINNER & PARTY  
Sunday, December 9th at 5:00 p.m. 

Family menorah lightings! Dreidel games! Music! Holiday crafts! 

RSVP December 8th to PJC Temple Office at:
info@portjewishcenter.org or 516.944.7202 
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Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf

The Jewish month of Cheshvan is 
often called mar Cheshvan. It comes 
after the first month of the Jewish year, 
Tishrei, in which Jewish holidays come 
quickly, one after the other. After all the 
festivities in Tishrei, from Rosh Hasha-
nah to Yom Kippur, Sukkot to Simchat 
Torah, Cheshvan brings us no holidays 
at all (except, of course, for Shabbat). 
Consequently, we call Cheshvan “mar,” 
which means bitter.  

In general, for most Jewish profession-
als, the month of Cheshvan is anything 
but bitter!  We have been working espe-
cially hard during the month of Tishrei. 
Cheshvan brings a welcome relief from 
the onslaught of celebrations. We like to 
joke that after a week of dwelling in the 
sukkah (in Hebrew, “layshev baSukkah”), 
all we want to do is dwell on the sofa (in 
Hebrew, “layshev baSofa!!).  

This year, the month of Cheshvan 
brings a sweetness to my family that is a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience for our two 
older sons. As you all know, Solomon 
and Gideon will become bar mitzvah 
on November 10, which is in less than 
two weeks from when you will receive 
this newsletter. I say that you all know 
because we invited all of you to our 
family’s simcha. From the very first time 
we were welcomed to Port Jewish Center, 
Adam and I knew that we had found 
the perfect place for our boys to grow 
up. At PJC, our children have not only 
connected with their peers, but also with 
members of every generation in our syna-
gogue. Over the last four years, they have 
cherished these relationships and the love 
and friendship that has come with them. 

Consequently, our family never had a 
moment’s doubt that we wanted to share 
our simcha with our beloved community. 
We are so glad that so many of you will 
be joining for at least some part of this 
very special day for our family. 

It is hard to believe that our older chil-
dren are on the cusp of becoming teen-
agers (they turn thirteen on the Friday 
of their b’nei mitzvah weekend) and that 
they have reached this milestone in their 
Jewish lives. My mother has always said 
to me that she felt the first thirteen years 
of raising me seemed to take forever, and 
that the next five years to my graduation 
from high school absolutely flew by.  
Knowing this, I have always said to bar 
and bat mitzvah families that I think this 
milestone is also a good time for us to 
take a Jewish gut check. Knowing that 
time is speeding up, we need to ask our-
selves: Have we made sure to talk to our 
children about what is most important 
regarding Judaism to us? Have we shared 
our own Jewish memories with our chil-
dren and created more Jewish moments 
worth remembering? Is it clear to our 
children how we, as a family, express our 
Jewish identity? And, parents who have a 
different religious background than their 
Jewish family, have you talked to your 
child(ren) about what is most important 
to you regarding your own religious iden-
tity and what you hope will be important 
to them about theirs? In truth, these 
are questions that I think about all the 
time, but with our boys’ becoming b’nei 
mitzvah on the horizon, they feel even 
more pressing. 

Two days after the month of Cheshvan 

ends, Gideon 
and Solomon  
Graf will be 
called to the 
Torah. They 
will be sur-
rounded  
by our family 
and friends, 
some of 
whom have known them since they were 
preemies in the NICU, and others who 
are newer friends, made since we moved 
here to Port Washington four years ago. 
We are grateful to Temple Judea, who 
has allowed us to use its sanctuary so 
we could invite our large family and our 
extended Port Jewish Center family. We 
cannot wait to share these very special 
days with the amazing village that has 
helped us raise our beloved children since 
they arrived six weeks early in 2005. 

Our boys have asked for me to “be 
the rabbi” at the service. Although their 
father would prefer that we would be sit-
ting together in the pews for this sacred 
moment in our lives, our boys have insist-
ed that I have always been their rabbi and 
they wouldn’t have it any other way: they 
want me on the bimah with them. So, 
on the second day of Kislev, the month 
when we celebrate the gift of light, I will 
be standing with our beautiful sons, 
Solomon and Gideon, the first two of the 
three bright lights in our family, as they 
are called to the Torah for the first time. 
I look forward to sharing this incredible 
moment with so many of you.    
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Shabbat Services

Friday, November 2 –Shabbat Service with Chris Mason
Saturday, November 3 – Jack Bogensberger’s Bar Mitzvah
Friday, November 9 – Shabbat Service
Saturday, November 10 –Solomon & Gideon Graf ’s B’nei Mitzvah
Friday, November 16 – Family Shabbat Service
Friday, November 23– Shabbat Service
Friday, November 30 – Shabbat Service
Friday, December 7– Shabbat Service with Chris Mason
Friday, December 14– Shabbat Service
Friday, December 21 – Shabbat Service
Friday, December 28– Shabbat Service

Weekly Torah Portions

November 3      Chayei Sarah  24 Heshvan Genesis 23:1-25:18
November 10 Toldot     1 Kislev Genesis 25:19-28:9 
November 17 Vayetze     8 Kislev Genesis 28:10-32:2
November 23    Vayishlach               15 Kislev Genesis 32:3-36:43
November 30          Vayeshev  22 Kislev Genesis 37:1-40:23 
December 8      Miketz   29 Kislev Genesis 41:1-44:17 
December 15 Vayigash    6 Tevet  Genesis 44:18-47:27 
December 22     Vayechi   13 Tevet               Genesis 47:28-50:26 
December 29 Shemot   20 Tevet               Exodus 1:1-6:1

News of the Congregation

Mazal Tov to:
1 Bayla & Herb Lovens on the  birth of their granddaughter, Emma Jane Cohen,
1 Mazel tov to Rabbi Mendelson and Adam Graf on the b’nei mitzvah of their sons, Solomon & Gideon,
1 Johann and Lorin Bogensberger on their son Jack’s bar mitzvah.
1 Mazel Tov to Stuart Johnson and Barbara Ehrlich on their marriage. 

Thank you to:
1 Fredda Meltzer for organizing our Rosh Hashanah Oneg and for all those who contributed,
1 Mina Bobek, Rachel Silberg, Nancy Kaplan and Pam Stern for their High Holy Day appeals,
1 Jon Helfat and Rich Feldman for keeping things running smoothly at our services,
1 Nancy Federlein, Helen Albertson and Janice Zeltzer for coordinating our food drive.
1 The members of the choir and Tim Carl, for their wonderful music during the High Holy Days.
 

Condolences to:
1 Roberta Cooperman on the passing of her mother, Shirley Zarwan.
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Co-President Nancy Kaplan

Nancy Kaplan

I recently received a copy of the 
League of Women Voters of Port Wash-
ington-Manhasset Newsletter. I have 
been a member of this organization for 
about forty-five years. In her column, 
president Julie Meer Harnick referred 
to a blog by Darius Foroux called, “The 
Purpose of Life is not Happiness; It’s 
Usefulness.” 

In his blog, Mr. Foroux writes, “For 
the longest time, I believed that there’s 
only one purpose of life: And that is to 
be happy. Right? Why else go through 
all the pain and hardship? It’s to achieve 
happiness in some way.” Mr. Foroux 
cites things that people think make them 
happy:

• You buy something, and you think 
that makes you happy.

• You hook up with people, and think 
that makes you happy.

• You get a well-paying job you don’t 
like, and think that makes you happy.

• You go on holiday, and you think 
that makes you happy.

Mr. Foroux concludes that: “Happi-
ness can’t be a goal in itself. Therefore, it’s 
not something that’s achievable. I believe 
that happiness is merely a byproduct of 
usefulness.”

In his blog Mr. Foroux quotes Ralph 
Waldo Emerson: “The purpose of life is 
not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be 
honorable, to be compassionate, to have 
it make some difference that you have 
lived and lived well.”

If you would like to try Mr. Foroux’s 
philosophy and don’t know what you 
can do to be useful, I can give you some 
suggestions. Volunteer to help out at Port 
Jewish Center. There are many opportu-
nities for volunteerism at PJC, including 

chairing a Team or being part of a Team. 
You can participate year round or give it 
a one-shot deal. It’s up to you.

One Team involves “Events.” This 
Team helps plan the progressive dinner, 
men’s night out, ladies night out and our 
annual fundraiser, which this year is the 
“April Fling.” Another Team is the “Car-
ing Committee”. The members of this 
Team visit congregants, comfort those 
who are ill, pay shiva calls, prepare meals 
for those who cannot, and lead shiva 
minyans. If you have religious school age 
children, you might be interested in the 
“School Team.” This Team is involved in 
Religious School happenings, including 
Monday night dinners, Religious School 
Shabbat dinners, and Siddur service. Ev-
ery holiday we celebrate needs volunteers, 
and there are many holidays, which are 
part of the “Holidays” team’s responsi-
bilities. The High Holy Days alone need 
a coordinator and multiple volunteers 

to make sure 
things run 
smoothly. 
Think about 
joining the 
Choir,  
helping to 
build the  
Sukkah, 
participating 
in the Purim Spiel, coordinating the 
Hamantash-a-thon, etc.

We also need you to volunteer to host 
an Oneg or Pre-neg and stay for the 
Shabbat service. If you have a particular 
interest, there is a way in which you can 
serve your synagogue. Each and every 
person can make a difference and fulfill 
the goal of usefulness. Doing useful 
things results in a life that is well lived 
and one that matters.

43rd Annual  
Port Washington Thanksgiving Day 5 Mile Run  

Thursday, November 22, 8:30 - 10:30AM 

Help us support Turkey Trotters by handing out hot chocolate
and coffee, as well as post-race snacks, at our PJC tent.   

Our tent is right in front of Port Jewish Center, on Manorhaven
Blvd.  No experience necessary. Just come and have fun!

To help, let Cindy know in the office at:
info@portjewishcenter.org

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED
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Lauren Chizner

Religious School Director

What’s Cooking at PJC?  This is our 
theme for our 2018-2019 school year. 
I chose this theme for several reasons.
The first had to do with my campers this 
summer at Crane Lake Camp who, in 
trying to add cooking as a component to 
the camp program, used persuasion and 
arguments to say that learning to cook 
was an important life-skill which should 
be learned at camp. They also made an 
excellent point when they explained how 
important food is in our Jewish life. Ev-
ery Monday, we end our Religious School 
day with the Rabbi’s freshly baked chal-
lah. This had me thinking.  

The Talmud explains that, after the 
Temple was destroyed, the Jewish family 
table became the center for rituals, food 
and blessings. Eating is a sacred act. In 
Jewish tradition, sitting down for a meal, 
whether it is Shabbat, a holiday, or an 

everyday meal, is a time for community 
and conversation. There is also signifi-
cance to the food itself. When you pre-
pare food, you cook with the food that is 
available. For that reason, Jewish recipes 
have evolved over time depending upon 
where Jews were living. For example, the 
recipe for potato latkes that we eat on 
Hanukkah is only a few centuries old 
and the product of the Eastern European 
potato combined with oil.  

This year, our students will explore 
Jewish foods — from the challah we eat 
on Shabbat and at the end of each Reli-
gious School day, to traditional Persian 
recipes, to the matzo balls we have on 
Passover. Each month, our students will 
learn about a Jewish food, its history and 
how to make it. The recipe may relate to 
a holiday or to a family tradition.  

By the end of the year, we will have 

our own PJC 
Religious  
School recipe 
book. Do you 
have one or  
more favorite 
recipes? I invite 
you to submit 
your favorite Jewish recipes for our recipe 
book.  Do you like to cook? I invite you 
to come in and help us cook! I can’t 
promise it will be smooth and easy, but it 
will definitely be memorable.  

It is my hope that during this year, 
our students will learn a little more about 
Jewish life through the foods we eat and 
where the recipes came from.

I am looking forward to a great year of 
learning, food, and fun.

PJC Family
Shabbat Services 

 

Please join us for  
 

Friday, November 16th 
Dinner will begin at 6, followed by  

family services at 6:45 pm. 
 
 

Our Religious School students will participate in these services!

Save the Date for this year's Family Services: 
2/8 (our 3rd graders and new 4th-6th  

graders receive their siddur) 
5/10  Teacher Recognition Shabbat  

and High School Graduation
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Bar Mitzvah — Gideon David Graf — November 10

Bar Mitzvah —Solomon Foster Graf — November 10

My name is Jack Bogensberger and I am an 8th grader at Weber Middle School in Port Washing-
ton. I play baseball and basketball. I love going on baseball tournaments with my team and playing 
teams from all over the country. I am looking forward to my Bar Mitzvah on November 3rd! For my 
Bar Mitzvah project, I worked with my grandmother on the Play for Pink fundraiser to help support 
breast cancer research. Play for Pink helps to speed advances in breast cancer detection, treatment and 
survivorship. This is a very important cause to me as I have had family members fight (& beat!) breast 
cancer. 

Bar Mitzvah — Jack Bogensberger — November 3

My name is Solomon Graf and I am an 8th grader in the Yellow House at Weber Middle School.  I 
moved to Port Washington four years ago from Westport, CT.  I like to read science fiction and  
fantasy novels. Right now, my favorite author is Brandon Sanderson (he wrote Mistborn).  My favorite 
subject in school is math.  For the last six summers, I have gone to URJ Eisner Camp in Great Bar-
rington, MA.  It is one of my favorite places in the world.  For my bar mitzvah project, I am raising 
money and awareness for NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness).  Last year, my social studies 
teacher introduced my class to this organization and the work that it does to help people with mental 
illness and their families. I was inspired by her devotion. In addition, my camp friends and I, along with 
all of the kids in our unit, raised money for a class gift to camp. We donated the money to build a med-
itation yurt for all campers to use when they need some quiet time. I am excited to become bar mitzvah 
because it has been something that I have been preparing for, in one way or another, my entire life.   

My name is Gideon Graf and I am an 8th grader in the Green House at Weber Middle School.  
I went to Manorhaven Elementary School here in Port Washington and Long Lots Elementary in 
Westport, CT, where my family lived until the end of 3rd grade. I am passionate about the theater arts, 
especially dancing and acting. I have been performing in plays since I was very little, beginning with 
Phantom of the Opera Mouse when I was in going into first grade. The first major part I had was  
Lefou in Beauty in the Beast, when I was going into second grade. Since them, I have been in Willy 
Wonka, Into the Woods, the Wicked Wizard of Oz and Seussical, just to name a few. I also enjoy  
going into NYC to see shows on Broadway and I have been lucky enough to see many with  
family and friends. Some of my favorites were Mary Poppins, Hamilton and Kinky Boots. For my  
mitzvah project, I will be volunteering at the Ronald McDonald House. I was inspired by Sammy Som-
mer z”l, who was born one day before me, on November 8, 2005.  Sam was diagnosed with AML in June of 2012. While Sam was 
in treatment, his family stayed at the Ronald MacDonald house near the hospital. Both of Sammy’s parents are rabbis and I learned 
about him and his fight against cancer from my mom. Sadly, after a bone marrow transplant, Sam died just a few weeks after his 
8th birthday. Our family will be thinking about Sam and his family throughout my bar mitzvah weekend.
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Tuesdays at 12

A lite lunch & fresh challah will be served. 

September  25; October 9, 23, November 6, 20 
December 4, 18; January 8, 22; February 12, 26 

March 12; April 9, 30; May 14, 28; June 11 

We are studying the last chapters of Genesis and 
beginning Exodus. No prior experience necessary! 

Questions? Reach out to rabbi@portjewishcenter.org
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Rosh Chodesh — Upcoming Meetings: 11/8/18 and 12/6/18

What is Rosh Chodesh?  A special day that Jewish feminists have “reclaimed” for feminine spirituality.
Tradition says that as a reward for our faithfulness, God gave women Rosh Chodesh, the first day of the new month, and even 
exempted us from our usual household duties.
Take a morning just for yourself and for Jewish study and renewal. The Port Washington Rosh Chodesh Group meets at the start 
of every new Jewish month. We are a warm, friendly inter-generational group of Jewish women (men welcome, too!) exploring new 
and timeless topics and texts

November 8:
#MeToo: A Challenging Medieval Jewish Response to a Modern Issue, at The Community Synagogue, November 8, from 9:30-11 am, 
led by Rabbi Irwin Zeplowitz.
We will explore the issues raised by the #MeToo movement - of sexual assault, the imbalance of power between men and women 
and/or those with power and those who have none, and the systemic imbalance in addressing the issue, raised in a little known, but 
fascinating, midrash from the 13th century. For background reading, look at:
Jill Filipovic, “The Problem With ‘Feminist’ Men,” The New York Times, May 8, 2018
Yehuda Kurtzer, “In the Company of Men,” Medium, Oct. 10, 2016
Daniel Brenner, "Jewish Men Need to Talk About #MeToo", JTA News, January 22, 2018

December 6: 
The Ties That Bind, at The Community Synagogue, December 6, from 9:30-11, led by Cantor Claire Franco.
Halacha demands that a divorced woman secure a get from her ex- husband in order to remarry.  We will look at the origin of this 
law and through the stories told in Women Unchained, explore the struggles and fate of 5 Orthodox women denied their religious 
and legal freedom. 
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Lunch and Learn
Tuesday, November 6 & 20, December 4 & 18 at 12 pm.

Book Club
Wednesdays at 8:00 pm

November 14 Wherever You Go, by Joan Leegant
This powerful, emotionally wrenching story opens in Jerusalem one steamy September when three Americans, unknown to each 
other, seek personal salvation in a foreign land. Yona Stern longs to make amends with her estranged sister who lives in a radical 
Jewish settlement. Mark Greenglass, a Talmud teacher, has inexplicably lost his once fierce devotion to Orthodox Judaism and 
now wonders if he’s done with God. Enter Aaron Blinder, an unstable college dropout whose famous father endlessly—some 
say obsessively—mines the Holocaust for his best-selling, melodramatic novels. In a sweeping, beautifully written story of the 
lengths to which we will go in search of spiritual fulfillment, Leegant weaves together the stories of three lives in the grip of a 
volatile, demanding faith, and ultimately bound together by a tragic act of violence. Haunting and wise, Wherever You Go is a 
gripping and prescient debut novel. 272p. 2010

December 19 Bad Rabbi, and Other Strange but True Stories from the Yiddish Press by Eddy Portnoy 
Stories abound of immigrant Jews on the outside looking in, clambering up the ladder of social mobility, successfully assimilat-
ing and integrating into their new worlds. But this book is not about the success stories. It's a paean to the bunglers, the block-
heads, and the just plain weird—Jews who were flung from small, impoverished eastern European towns into the urban shtetls 
of New York and Warsaw, where, as they say in Yiddish, their bread landed butter side down in the dirt. These marginal Jews 
may have found their way into the history books far less frequently than their more socially upstanding neighbors, but there's 
one place you can find them in force: in the Yiddish newspapers that had their heyday from the 1880s to the 1930s. Disaster, 
misery, and misfortune: you will find no better chronicle of the daily ignominies of urban Jewish life than in the pages of the 
Yiddish press. An underground history of downwardly mobile Jews, Bad Rabbi exposes the seamy underbelly of pre-WWII New 
York and Warsaw, the two major centers of Yiddish culture in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 280p. 2017

January 16 The Yid, by Paul Goldberg
A debut novel of daring originality, The Yid guarantees that you will never think of stalinist Russia, Shakespeare, theater, Yid-
dish, or history the same way again. Moscow, February 1953. A week before Stalin's death, his final pogrom, "one that would 
forever rid the Motherland of the vermin," is in full swing. Three government goons arrive in the middle of the night to arrest 
Solomon Shimonovich Levinson, an actor from the defunct State Jewish Theater. But Levinson, though an old man, is a veter-
an of past wars, and his shocking response to the intruders sets in motion a series of events both zany and deadly as he proceeds 
to assemble a ragtag group to help him enact a mad-brilliant plot: the assassination of a tyrant. 320p. 2017

February 13 Einstein and the Rabbi, by Naomi Levy
Drawing on poignant personal stories, Jewish life and traditions, and a spiritual letter from Einstein to a grieving father, Naomi 
Levy’s book outlines an inspiring guide on how to live a meaningful and connected life. 362p. 2017

March 27 Miss Burma, by Charmaine Craig
At the center of Craig’s novel is the marriage between Benny, a member of Rangoon’s Jewish community, and Khin, a Kar-
en—one of Burma’s long-persecuted ethnic minorities. Craig masterfully weaves the lives of her characters into the larger story 

Adult Education
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of Burma’s history, guiding readers along smoothly—if uneasily—without bogging the narrative down in a series of history 
lessons. Still, while Miss Burma covers only forty years of Burma’s complex history, from 1926 to 1965, it can, at times, feel like 
far more. This is no fault of the author, but of the extraordinarily eventful period covered in the novel, a period that saw Bur-
ma’s transition from a British colony to a ravaged battleground during WWII, to an independent nation devastated by ongoing 
ethnic struggles, political coups and assassinations, and a military dictatorship—not to mention the meddling of regional and 
international players like China and the United States. 368p. 2017

April 17 Notorious RBG: The Life and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, by Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik
Notorious RBG, inspired by the Tumblr that amused the Justice herself and brought to you by its founder and an award-win-
ning feminist journalist, is more than just a love letter. It draws on intimate access to Ginsburg's family members, close friends, 
colleagues, and clerks, as well as an interview with the Justice herself. An original hybrid of reported narrative, annotated 
dissents, rare archival photos and documents, and illustrations, the book relates a never-before-told story of an unusual and 
transformative woman who transcends generational divides. As the country struggles with the unfinished business of gender 
equality and civil rights, Ginsburg stands as a testament to how far we can come with a little chutzpah. Unusual format, very 
informal and visual, but reviews said there was substance, nonetheless. 240p. 2015

May 15, The Debt of Tamar, by Nicole Dweck
In 2002, thirty-two-year-old Selim Osman, the last descendant of Ottoman Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent, flees Istanbul 
for NY. In a twist of fate he meets Hannah, the daughter of a Holocaust survivor and an artist striving to understand a father 
she barely knows. Unaware the connection they share goes back centuries, the two feel an immediate pull to one another. But 
as their story intertwines with that of their ancestors, the heroic but ultimately tragic decision that bound two families centuries 
ago ripples into the future, threatening to tear Hannah and Selim apart. 304p. 2015

June 19, Angels in the Sky: How a Band of Volunteer Airmen Saved the New State of Israel, by Robert Gandt
In 1948, the newly founded nation of Israel came under siege from a coalition of Arab states. The invaders vowed to annihilate 
the tiny country and its 600,000 settlers. Outnumbered sixty to one, the Israelis had no allies, no regular army, no air force, no 
superpower to intercede on their behalf. The United States, Great Britain, and most of Europe enforced a strict embargo on the 
shipment of arms to the embattled country. In the first few days, the Arab armies overran Israel. The Egyptian air force owned 
the sky, making continuous air attacks on Israeli cities and army positions. Israel's extinction seemed certain. And then came 
help. From the United States, Canada, Britain, France, South Africa arrived a band of volunteer airmen. Most were World War 
II veterans young, idealistic, swaggering, noble, eccentric, and courageous beyond measure. Many were Jews, a third were not. 
Most of them knowingly violated their nations' embargoes on the shipment of arms and aircraft to Israel. They smuggled in 
Messerschmitt fighters from Czechoslovakia, painting over swastikas with Israeli stars. Defying their own countries' strict laws, 
the airmen risked everything - their lives, careers, citizenship - to fight for Israel. One review on Amazon: “just about the best 
nonfiction book I've ever read.” 449p. 2017; paperback will be out in October 2018.

Summer: Bonus book, The Plot Against America, by Philip Roth
In an extraordinary feat of narrative invention, Philip Roth imagines an alternate history where Franklin D. Roosevelt loses the 
1940 presidential election to heroic aviator and rabid isolationist Charles A. Lindbergh. Shortly thereafter, Lindbergh negotiates 
a cordial “understanding” with Adolf Hitler, while the new government embarks on a program of folksy anti-Semitism. For one 
boy growing up in Newark, Lindbergh’s election is the first in a series of ruptures that threaten to destroy his small, safe corner  
of America–and with it, his mother, his father, and his older brother. 400p. 2004
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Happy Birthday to Us — November and December Birthdays

11/1 Sam Bersin
11/4 Jerry Federlein
11/5 Merrill Moccio
11/5 Jeremy Silberg
11/5 Laury Kassell
11/8 Bayla Lovens
11/8 Sam Scharfstein
11/9 Solomon Graf
11/9 Gideon Graf
11/14 Mina Bobek
11/14 Michael  Miraglia
11/14 Amy Muehlbauer
11/16 Karen Levin
11/17 Brett Klopp
11/17 Rochelle Potak
11/17 Noah Lenter
11/19 Robert Alpert

11/19 Stuart Johnson
11/19 James Lemonda
11/22 Rebecca Orlick
11/22 David Silverstein
11/26 Rachel Bernstein
11/27 Mia Kepke
11/30 Connor Roditi 
12/1 Barbara Stern
12/2/ Richard Mayeri
12/3 Marsha Appel
12/3 Deborah Lorber
12/4 Andy Hyman
12/07 Barbara Becker
12/7 Payton Stevens
12/7 Lynn Steinberg
12/8 Joseph Mayer
12/8 Yonatan Cohen

12/9 Benjamin Scharfstein
12/11 Gary Zeltzer
12/11 Cheryl Littman
12/14 Jon Helfat
12/14 Luke McNaughton
12/18 Janis Schachter
12/21 Noa Schachter
12/23 Lisa Alpert
12/25 Laura Silver McGuire
12/25 Steven Orlowski
12/26 Joshua Gitman
12/29 Jeremy Rauch
12/27 Daliah Bernstein
12/30 Gianna Guzzo
12/31 Jaclyn Kepke

Humor Column

My mother once gave me two sweaters for Hanukkah.

The next time we visited, I made sure to wear one. As we entered her home, instead of the expected smile, she said, "Aaron, what's 
the matter? You didn't like the other one?"
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Advertising Opportunity 

Do you have a business or service you would like to advertise in this newsletter? Display your business card in the PJC  
newsletter for one year. Fees: $75 for members, $125 for non-members. Contact Cindy in the office at 944-7202. 
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 Donations

General Fund 

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Cindy & Randy Heller

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Ruth Gelb

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Kathy & Steve Bernhard

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Susan & Richard Levin

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Ellen & Marvin Makofsky

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Phyllis Richards

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Maxine Feingold

Observing the yahrzeit of William Belof-
sky, Observing the yahrzeit of Beatrice 
Rubenstein, In honor of the birth of Rose 
Penelope Meltzer
Bayla & Herb Lovens

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Edythe Fastow

In celebration of the birth of Rose Penelo-
pe Meltzer, sweet grandchild of Fredda 
& Mark, In memory of Sandra Cohen, 
mother of Renae
Helen & Richie Albertson

 
 
 

 
 
In honor of Herb & Bayla Loven’s new 
granddaughter, In memory of Michele 
Greene’s aunt
Kathy & Steve Bernhard

Observing the yahrzeit of Anthony 
Lemonda
Elyse & Jim Lemonda
 
Observing the yahrzeit of Ida Goldman
Rob & Lisa Alpert

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Bernard & Barbara Edelstein

In honor of the B’nei Mitzvah of Gideon 
& Solomon Graf
Carolyn & Samuel Levin

In memory of Shirley Zarwan
Barbara & Bruce Booken

In celebration of the birth of Emma Jane 
Cohen
Arlene & Joe Labenson

In memory of Shirley Zarwan, mother of 
Roberta Cooperman
Renae Cohen & Arlene Wasserman 

Observing the yahrtzeits of Gustine 
Bruckmann and Rolf Dreyfuss, In  
celebration of Fredda & Mark’s new 
granddaughter
Joan Charney

 
 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
 
In honor of the B’nei mitzvah of Gideon 
David & Solomon Foster Graf 
Rob & Lisa Alpert
 

A donation last month from Barbara Lemyre was incorrectly listed for the general fund. This 
donation was for our Sanctuary Renewal fund in memory of her husband, Richard Lemyre.
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High Holy Day Donations

Members:
Helen & Rich Albertson
Renae Cohen & Arlene Wasserman
Kathy & Steve Bernhard
Joan Charney
David Fried & Judith Corn
Ellen & Ralph Katz
Jonathan Klopp
Chery Littman & Brett Klopp
Arlene & Joe Labenson
Sandy & Leslie Lindenbaum
Marvin & Ellen Makofsky
Fredda & Mark Meltzer
Rochelle Potak
Allison Roditi
Susan & Len Rosenberg
Nancy & Bill Sidford
Stephanie & Adam Silverstein
Judy Sofen
Gail & Jeff Thrope
Carolyn Horn & Larry Wallick
Frann Ziskin

Thank you to those who contributed toward our High Holy Day campaign

Non Members:
Linda Berman
Susan Bernstein
Barbara Bird
Lenore & Robert Bronstein
Nancy & Daniel Carazo
Beth Epstein
Susan Flyer
Leon Gewolb
Linda & Doug Good
Abigail & Josh Helfat
Susanne Hershowitz
Miles Joseph
Lawrence & Deborah Kaufer
Martha  Klein
Molly Klemes
Martin Kornbluh
Carol Kratenstein
Susan & Marshall Krauthamer
Arthur & Judy Leibowitz
Bruce Frey & Terri Lerner Fry
Nina & Randy Liebler
Suzanne  Liff
Barbara & Andy London
Roberta Marsden
Ilene Michaels
Alon Neches
Bruce & Jackie Orkin
Herbert  Reichenbach
Leonie & Lorry Rubin
Anita Safran
Stephen Spector
Judith Summers
Stephanie  Teff
Erin & Jason Thrope
Robert Walzer
Selma Willner
Wisla Family
Joel  Ziev
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November 14, 2018:  Wherever You Go, by Joan Leegant 
 

December 19, 2018:  Bad Rabbi, and Other Strange but 
True Stories from the Yiddish Press, by Eddy Portnoy 

 
January 16, 2019:  The Yid, by Paul Goldberg 

 
February 13, 2018:  Einstein and the Rabbi, 

by Naomi Levy 
 

March 27, 2019:  Miss Burma, by Charmaine Craig 
 

April 17, 2019:  Notorious RBG: 
The Life and Times of Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 

by Irin Carmon and Shana Knizhnik 
 

May 15, 2019:  The Debt of Tamar, by Nicole Dweck 
 

June 19, 2019:  Angels in the Sky: How a Band of 
Volunteer Airmen Saved the New State of Israel, 

by Robert Gandt 
 

Summer 2019: Bonus book two 
The Plot Against America, by Philip Roth 

PJC Reads 2018-19
Wednesdays at 8PM 
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November Yahrtzeits

To be read November 2 
 10/27 Bernard Marvin Curtis Father of Jeffrey Curtis 
 10/27 Hayley Fuchs  Daughter of Tina & Avery Fuchs   
 10/28 Sidney Lindenbaum Father of Sandy Lindenbaum* 
 10/29 Marion Hyland  Mother of Brian Hyland*
 10/28 Hedy Garris  Mother of Lisa Miller  
 10/30 Fanny Zeltzer  Grandmother of Gary Zeltzer 
 10/30 Susan Luria  Mother of Amy Luria

To be read November 9
 11/07 Robert David Jonap Father in law of Stuart Johnson
 11/08 Sarah Harrison  Grandmother of Andrew Hyman  
 11/09 Robert Seidner  Husband of Barbara Lemyre, father of Stefanie Seidner 

 
To be read November 16
 11/10 Angelina Miraglia Mother of Michael Miraglia 
 11/11 Lorraine Katz  Mother of Ralph Katz* 
 11/11 Harold B. Frank  Father of Kathy Bernhard*  
 11/12 Harold Natowsky Uncle of Lawrence Stern 
 11/14 Jack Lovens  Father of Herb Lovens 

To be read November 23
 11/18 Alice Alpert  Mother of Robert Alpert 
 11/18 Irving Zabelin  Father of Deborah Miraglia 
 11/22 David Makofsky  Father of Marvin Makofsky  
 11/22 Beatrice Schulman Mother of Elyse Lemonda
 11/23 Gus Cooperman  Father of Michael Cooperman* 
 11/23 Sanford Soll  Uncle of Leslie Sucher  

To be read November 30
 11/25 Cantor Herb Strauss Husband of Evelyn Strauss  
 11/26 Doris Sigman  Grandmother of Daniel Kohs 
 11/28 Leonard O'Connell Father of Deborah Lorber 
 11/28 Sy Charney  Husband of Joan Charney* 
 11/29 Sidney Garwin  Father of Ellen Makofsky 
 11/30 Renee Bradley  Aunt of Jessica Shevitz Rauch 
 11/30 Leon Rauch  Father of Jeremy Rauch
 11/30 Florence Kahn  Grandmother of Nancy Sidford*

*Asterisks indicate that a 
loved one  

has been permanently memo-
rialized with a plaque in the 

temple sanctuary.  
If you are interested in 

acquiring a plaque for your 
loved one, please contact the 

PJC office.
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Zichronam livrachah.
May their memories 

be a blessing 
for us all.

December Yahrtzeits

To be read December 7 
 12/03 Edward Meltzer  Father of Mark Meltzer  
 12/03 Isadore Mohel  Grandfather of Muriel Brodsky  
 12/05 Esther Cooperman Mother of Michael Cooperman  
 12/05 Edmon Low  Grandfather of Corbey Hyman 
 12/05 Murray Goldberger Father in law of Stuart Morgenstern 

To be read December 14
 12/08 Sylvia Halm  Mother of Jerry Halm 
 12/10 Harold Wharton  Uncle of Rochelle Potak   
 12/12 Hyman Makofsky Uncle of Marvin Makofsky  
 12/12 David Rosenberg  Father of Leonard Rosenberg

To be read December 21
 12/16 Daniel Fried  Father of David Fried 
 12/16 Blanche Rosenhirsch Grandmother of Larry Wallick 
 12/16 Louis Wilstein  Grandfather of Andrew Hollander 
 12/17 Jack J. Tenen  Husband of Lisa Miller 
 12/17 Morton Steinberg Father of Lynn Steinberg   
 12/21 Celeste Moylan  Grandmother of Bill Sidford 

To be read December 28
 12/24 Fannie Rosner  Grandmother of David Safran 
 12/25 Penny D'Antonio  Friend of Mina Bobek 
 12/28 Anna Sperber  Grandmother of Elyse Lemonda

To be read January 4
 12/30 Jay Manas  Cousin of Bert Brodsky 
 12/31 Abraham Miller  Father of Susan Rosenberg 
 12/31 Sidney Rosner  Grandfather of David Safran 
 12/31 Muriel Schwartz  Aunt of David Safran 
 01/01 William R. Pabst Jr Father of Sarah Hogenauer 

Remember a Loved One

Our Memorial Board is a way of remembering loved ones and  keeping them in our minds when we are in the sanctuary,  
particularly during the month in which a yahrzeit falls. A plaque on our memorial board is a beautiful tribute to a blessed memory.

Please contact Cindy for more information.
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Port Jewish Center Organization

PJC office hours:
Monday 12:30-6:30 pm, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm; 
Port Jewish Center newsletter submission deadline is the 10th of the month prior to publication. 
Newsletter Editor: Susan Rosenberg 
Please send all submissions to: susanmrosenberg1@gmail.com 
20 Manorhaven Boulevard Port Washington, New York 11050, 516-944-7202 
 
Clergy And Staff  
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf | rabbi@portjewishcenter.org  
Lauren Chizner, Religious School Director | school@portjewishcenter.org  
Cindy Ellner, Office Manager | info@portjewishcenter.org  
Laurie Ellis, Bookkeeper | bookkeeper@portjewishcenter.org  
Marcelo Fernandez, Custodian  
PARTY (formerly PJCY) Advisor | party@portjewishcenter.org  
 
Officers  
Co-Presidents: Gail Thrope & Nancy Kaplan | president@portjewishcenter.org 
Vice President : Cheryl Littman 
Treasurer: Jay Beberman | treasurer@portjewishcenter.org 
Immediate Past President: Bayla Lovens 
 
Board Of Trustees  
Steven Bernhard 
Scott Bersin 
Matthew Kepke 
Mark Meltzer 
Allison Roditi 
Deborah Silberg 
Ilise Tow-Friedman 
Frann Ziskin

Donna Berman, Rabbi Emerita 
 
Extended Family 
 
Do you know of a PJC member who is ill? Going through a difficult time? A death in the family? Please let us know so we can 
reach out. Call one of the following: 
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf 516-944-7202* or rabbi@portjewishcenter.org 
*select option 8 and follow the instructions to page the rabbi 
Co-Presidents: Gail Thrope: president@portjewishcenter.org or Nancy Kaplan: nakaplan@usa.net  
Or caring@portjewishcenter.org 



Port Jewish Center 
20 Manorhaven, Blvd. 
Port Washington, NY 11050

Upcoming Events—see page 2 for High Holiday information 
  
Jack Bogensberger's Bar Mitzvah     Family Shabbat Services (see p.6)      Book Club 
Saturday, November 3       Friday, November 16             Wednesday, November 21 
            
Lunch and Learn          Community Interfaith Thanksgiving      PJC at Dolphin     
Tuesday, November 6 & 20      Service           Sunday, November 25 
             Sunday, November 18 
Rosh Chodesh                 First Night of Chanukah 
Thursday, November 8       Monday Night Dinner        Sunday, December 2   
        Monday, November 19 
Solomon & Gideon Graf's B'nei Mitzvah          Lunch and Learn 
Saturday, November 10               Tuesday, December 4 & 18


