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Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf 
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This Fall, twenty one of us from Port 
Jewish Center and Temple Judea travelled 
together to Israel. For some of us, it was 
our very first trip to the Promised Land. 
For others, they had not been to Israel for 
decades.  

For me, it was the first time I led a trip 
to Israel as your rabbi. After not traveling 
to Israel for nine years, I have been back 
three times over the last 15 months. My 
first trip back was with the American 
Israel Education Foundation ("AIEF"), 
the charitable organization affiliated 
with AIPAC. As many of you now, I was 
invited to go with a group of Progressive 
rabbis and we spent time in Jerusalem, 
Tel Aviv and in the North, where we 
spent time meeting with thought leaders, 
military experts, politicians and journal-
ists. I was lucky enough to be able to stay 
in Israel for a days after my formal trip to 
Israel ended. I enjoyed having the time 
to visit with friends and to just wander 
around the neighborhoods of Jerusalem, 
where I had spent so much time as a 
rabbinical student twenty years ago. My 
trip during the summer of 2018 inspired 
me to finally plan the trip I had always 
been meaning to make with my children 
for the summer of 2019. The High Holy 
Days came “late” this year and the tim-
ing was perfect. More than that, I knew 
that I needed to get my kids to Israel! I 
wanted to make memories with them, 
with Adam and with my mother-in-law 
Lynn, who was able to come with us. I 
had been a NFTY in Israel Guide during 
the summer of 2000 and, combined 
with the resources I gathered from the 
internet, colleagues and friends (thanks 
to social media), I was able to plan a 
phenomenal trip for us. We started in Tel 

Aviv and met members of my mother-
in-law’s family, who came to Israel from 
Prague at the same time that Lynn and 
her family came to New York. We went 
to the underground bullet factory at the 
Ayalon Institute, swam in the sea while 
in Tel Aviv, we spent our first Shabbat 
with beloved friends at Kibbutz Degania, 
and eventually found our way to Jeru-
salem, where we took at scavenger hunt 
through the Old City and spent an amaz-
ing day at an archeological site an hour 
out of the City. A good time was had by 
all and I am so grateful that we were able 
to make these memories as a family in a 
place that it so important to all of us. 

Just eight weeks later, I returned 
again to Israel, this time with our PJC 
family. First, I want to thank LAUREN 
CHIZNER, who played a critical role in 
planning this trip for all of us. Thanks to 
her role with Project Understanding and 
the countless trips she has planned for 
her extended family, Lauren has a wealth 
of experience in mapping out the perfect 
journey through Israel. I know my fellow 
travelers join me in thanking Lauren for 
all her hard work and thoughtful extra 
touches. And, of course, traveling with 
Temple Judea meant that we were travel-
ling with the warm and wonderful Rabbi 
Todd Chizner. What a pleasure it was to 
have Rabbi Chizner as my clergy partner 
on our adventure.  

We had a great time in Israel! After 
arriving at Ben Gurion Airport outside of 
Tel Aviv, we ascended to Jerusalem just 
as Shabbat was coming in. We got settled 
in our hotel room and welcomed Shabbat 
at the Kotel (the Western/Wailing Wall). 
We were so lucky to experience this holy 
site at a time when there were not many 

people there. 
The sky was 
clear, the air 
was crisp and 
the Kotel  
plaza was 
quiet. It felt 
magical to  
be there, and 
it was beauti-
ful  to bring our group together. Led by 
our guide Nimrod (Nimo), we travelled 
to the top of Masada (via a cable car, 
thank you very much) and floated in the 
Dead Sea. We walked and walked and 
walked all over the Old City. We sorted 
vegetables for Leket Israel, the leading 
food rescue organization in Israel that 
serves the poor in Israel. We ate the 
most delicious meal at the home of a 
Druze family. We explored the Northern 
borders of Israel and visited the colorful 
synagogues of Tzfat. We met with Rabbi 
Dov (Dubi) Haiyun, one of Haifa’s five 
deputy mayors. And, after a trip to Cae-
sarea, one of Israel’s most important cities 
during the Roman Period, we continued 
down the Israeli coast to Tel Aviv. In Tel 
Aviv, we met with my brilliant professor 
from my Hebrew Union College days, 
Dr. Paul Liptz, and learned about some 
of the key issues shaping Israeli society 
today. We celebrated Shabbat with a 
small Reform congregation in Rosh 
HaAyin, Bavat Ayin, which is a lot like 
Port Jewish Center. We enjoyed a beau-
tiful kabbalat Shabbat service, sung loud 
and clear, and enjoyed home hospitality 
for Shabbat dinner. That night, we made 
some wonderful new Israeli friends. Leav-
ing them was bittersweet. We all  
(continued on page 4) 



4  |  Port Jewish Center www.portjewishcenter.org

Shabbat Services

Friday, January 3, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services with Jeremy Sipes
Friday, January 10, 6:30 pm – Shabbat Services with Chris Mason
Friday, January 17, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services
Friday, January 24, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services
Friday, January 31, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services
Friday, February 7, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services
Friday, February 14, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services
Friday, February 21, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services
Friday, February 28, 8:00 pm – Shabbat Services

Weekly Torah Portions

Jan 3  Vayigash   6 Tevet  Genesis 44:18-47:27 
Jan 10 Vayechi  14 Tevet  Genesis 47:28-50:26 
Jan 17 Shemot  21 Tevet              Exodus 1:1-6:1  
Jan 24 Va’era  28 Tevet              Exodus 6:2-9:35 
Jan 31 Bo   6 Shevat Exodus 10:1-13:16 
Feb 7  Beshalach 13 Shevat Exodus 13:17-17:16 
Feb 14 Yitro  20 Shevat Exodus 18:1-20:23 
Feb 21 Mishpatim 27 Shevat Exodus 21:1-24:18  
Feb 28 Terumah  4 Adar  Exodus 25:1-27:19

News of the Congregation

Thank you to:
1 Barbara Stern for coordinating our Progressive Dinner
1 Susan & Len Rosenberg for hosting the cocktail portion of the Progressive Dinner
1 The host families for opening their homes for the Progressive Dinner
1 Rich Feldman for coordinating our Hanukkah Celebration

Mazel tov to:
1 Dina & Richard Abend on the b’nei mitzvah of their children, Alexandra & Ryan

(continued from page 3) 
wanted more time with them! And that’s 
also how we felt about our time together 
in Israel. We wanted more of it. More 
time to explore this incredible country. 
More time to see the sights, to taste the 
delicious foods, to feel the stones of Jeru-

salem under our feet and to let the sand 
of Tel Aviv slip through our fingers. 

After each journey to Israel, I leave 
a little bit of my heart in the Promised 
land, but I bring so much more home 
with me, a deeper and even more abiding 
love of Israel. I look forward to continu-

ing to share all of that with you. And, I 
hope, that some time soon we will find 
a way to travel to this beautiful place 
together. 

Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf
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Co-President Nancy Kaplan 

Nancy Kaplan

This year, I hope everyone, men, 
women and children, will participate in 
Mitzvah Day. Unlike other years, Com-
munity-Wide Mitzvah Day will be held 
on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, which 
falls on January 20, 2020. MLK Mitzvah 
Day is a day of service when everyone can 
make a difference in someone’s life. 

Martin Luther King Jr. was an Amer-
ican Christian minister and activist who 
became the most visible spokesperson 
and leader in the Civil Rights Movement 
from 1955 until his assassination in 1968. 
Dr. King is widely regarded as America’s 
pre-eminent advocate of nonviolence and 
one of the greatest nonviolent leaders 
in world history. He used the power of 
words and acts of nonviolent resistance, 
such as protests, grassroots organizing, 
and civil disobedience to achieve his 
goals. He led campaigns against pov-
erty and international conflict, always 
maintaining allegiance to his principle 
that men and women everywhere, regard-
less of color or creed, are equal members 
of the human family. He is the only 
non-president to have a national holiday 
dedicated in his honor, and is the only 
non-president memorialized on the Great 
Mall in Washington, D.C.

One of Dr. King’s most important 
achievements was the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott. After 381 days of nearly 
universal participation by citizens of the 
black community, many of whom had to 
walk miles to work each day as a result, 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that racial 

segregation in transportation was uncon-
stitutional.

Dr. King was elected president of the 
Southern Christian Leadership Confer-
ence in 1957 and served as head until his 
death, a period during which he emerged 
as the most important social leader of the 
modern American civil rights movement.

In 1963 Dr. King led a coalition of 
civil rights groups in a nonviolent cam-
paign aimed at Birmingham, Alabama, 
which at the time was described as the 
“most segregated city in America.” The 
brutality of the city’s police, illustrated by 
television images of young blacks being 
assaulted by dogs and water hoses, led to 
a national outrage resulting in a push for 
unprecedented civil rights legislation. 

Dr. King was one of the driving forces 
behind the March for Jobs and Freedom, 
more commonly known as the “March 
on Washington.” At this march he 
delivered his famous “I Have a Dream” 
speech, which cemented his status as a 
social change leader and helped inspire 
the nation to act on civil rights. Dr. King 
was later named Time magazine’s “Man 
of the Year.” 

At 35 years old, Martin Luther King, 
Jr. became the youngest person to win 
the Nobel Peace Prize. This same year, 
partly due to the March on Washing-
ton, Congress passed the landmark 
Civil Rights Act, essentially eliminating 
legalized racial segregation in the United 
States. Congress went on to pass the 
Voting Rights Act, which eliminated the 

remaining  
barriers to 
voting for Afri-
can-Americans. 
This legislation 
resulted  
directly from 
the Selma to 
Montgomery, 
AL March for 
Voting Rights led by Dr. King. Our older 
PJC Religious School students visited 
some of the places the marchers went to, 
and Rabbi Mendelson carried a Torah as 
part of a similar march with other clergy 
in memory of the famous event.

On Community-Wide MLK Mitzvah 
Day, there will be mitzvah projects for 
everyone to participate in benefitting 
varied recipients, including Our Lady of 
Fatima food pantry, HIAS (Hebrew  
Immigrant Aid Society), and infants in 
the NICU at Long Island Jewish Med-
ical Center and North Shore University 
Hospital. Please come out to Port Jewish 
Center and bring your pennies, nickels, 
dimes and quarters, crayons, knitting 
needles and yarn, travel size toiletry 
items, and ingredients for making lasa-
gna. Join your family and friends to help 
make the world a better place.

Thank you. 
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Lauren Chizner

Religious School Director

“Those who are happiest are those who do the most for others.”  Booker T. Washington

“Giving is not just about making a donation, it’s about making a difference.”  Kathy Calvin

“All Jews are responsible for each other.”  Talmud

“No one has ever become poor from giving.”  Anne Frank

Our tradition is filled with quotes 
about giving tzedakah. Tzedakah is giv-
ing charity, and in Judaism is considered 
a moral obligation. Tzedakah in Hebrew 
means “righteous behavior” and is often 
linked with the word “justice”. A mitz-
vah is any of the 613 commandments 
that Jews are obligated to observe, and 
more generally refers to any good deed. 
The 'mitzvah of tzedakah' is one of the 
most important. We aren’t asked to give 
much, just what we can. At PJC Reli-
gious School, we try to instill within our 
children the mitzvah of giving tzedakah 
and helping others through Tikkun 
Olam (helping to repair the world). Giv-
ing to those in need is not just helping 
others, but is a requirement in Judaism. 

Over the past years, we have begun a 
project in the Religious School that has 
become both a tradition for our students 

and a highlight of the year –Houses 
for Change. Through this program, we 
collect tzedakah at Religious School and 
later use the tzedakah money to help 
those in our own Port community who 
are in need. We work with Sister Kathy 
of Our Lady of Fatima to restock the 
shelves of our local food pantry. 

When we reconvene for our first class 
of 2020 on Monday, January 6th, we will 
begin to formally collect tzedakah for our 
annual Houses for Change project. We 
will have a PJC Religious School tzeda-
kah box that our students will help dec-
orate that first day back. I would love to 
have all of our students contribute each 
week to our tzedakah box. The amount 
they bring in is not important. What is 
important is that they are giving. From 
January 6th to March 2nd, we will be 
doing our best to fill our PJC tzedakah 

box to help our neighbors in need. On 
Monday, March 2nd, we will be going as 
a community to Stop and Shop to buy 
nonperishables for the Food Pantry at 
Our Lady of Fatima. More information 
will follow as we get closer.

As we start a new secular year, to-
gether let’s instill within our children 
the importance of tzedakah and giving. 
“For Jews, education is not just what we 
know. It’s who we are.” (Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks). Our theme in our school this year 
is Making Mensches. Tzedek (justice) is 
one of the Jewish values we possess that 
makes us who we are. We teach our  
children about tzedek and tzedakah.  
This is our opportunity to bring this 
value to life.

Wishing you all a Happy New Year!
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Lunch and Learn
Tuesday, January 7 & 21, February 4 & 25 at 12 pm.

Book Club  Wednesdays at 8:00 pm
 
January 15, Lilac Girls, by Martha Hall Kelly
New York socialite Caroline Ferriday’s world is forever changed when Hitler’s army invades Poland in September 1939—and  
then sets its sights on France. Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing as she is drawn  
deeper into her role as courier for the underground resistance movement. The ambitious young German doctor, Herta  
Oberheuser, finds herself trapped in a male-dominated realm of Nazi secrets and power. The lives of these three women are  
set on a collision course when the unthinkable happens and Kasia is sent to Ravensbrück concentration camp Their stories  
cross continents—from New York to Paris, Germany, and Poland—as Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice to those  
whom history has forgotten. 496p. 2017.

February 12, If All the Seas Were Ink, by Ilana Kurshan
Ilana Kurshan’s memoir is impressive for many reasons. On its face the story is about a woman, the author, and how she  
recovered from her divorce through daf yomi, the daily practice of studying the Talmud, which took over seven years to  
complete. But Kurshan’s divorce is neither the focus of her book nor the main story of her life. Rather, the book’s topics range 
widely, from Kurshan’s childhood to her aliyah to Israel, to parenthood. Organized in a loosely chronological fashion, it is  
arranged by Talmud tractates. The power of this memoir arises from the expert connections Kurshan draws between her  
personal story and the talmudic anecdotes. 320p. 2017. 

March 18, Judas, by Amos Oz
Jerusalem, 1959. Shmuel Ash, a biblical scholar, is adrift in his young life when he finds work as a caregiver for a brilliant but 
cantankerous old man named Gershom Wald. There is, however, a third, mysterious presence in his new home. Atalia  
Abarbanel, the daughter of a deceased Zionist leader, a beautiful woman in her forties, entrances young Shmuel even as she  
keeps him at a distance. Piece by piece, the old Jerusalem stone house, haunted by tragic history and now home to the three  
misfits and their intricate relationship, reveals its secrets.  At once an exquisite love story and coming-of-age novel, an allegory  
for the state of Israel and for the biblical tale from which it draws its title, Judas is Amos Oz's most powerful novel in decades. 
325p. 2016. 

April 29, Spies of no Country: Secret Lives at the Birth of Israel, by Matti Friedman
The four agents at the center of this story were part of a ragtag unit known as the Arab Section, conceived during World War II 
by British spies and Jewish militia leaders in Palestine. Intended to gather intelligence and carry out sabotage operations, the  
unit consisted of Jews who were native to the Arab world and could thus easily assume Arab identities. In 1948, with Israel’s 
existence hanging in the balance, these men went undercover in Beirut, where they spent the next two years operating out of a 
newsstand, collecting intelligence and sending messages back to Israel via a radio whose antenna was disguised as a clothesline. 
They would emerge as the nucleus of the Mossad, Israel’s vaunted intelligence agency. Spies of No Country is about the slippery 
identities of these young spies, but it’s also about the complicated identity of Israel, a country that presents itself as Western,  
but in fact has more citizens with Middle Eastern roots and traditions, like the spies of this narrative. 272p. 2019. 

Adult Education
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May 27, Naamah, by Sarah Blake
Acclaimed writer Sarah Blake reclaims the story of Noah’s wife, Naamah, the matriarch who kept them alive. Here is the  
woman torn between faith and fury, lending her strength to her sons and their wives, caring for an unruly menagerie of restless 
creatures, silently mourning the lover she left behind. Here is the woman escaping into the unreceded waters, where a seductive 
angel tempts her to join a strange and haunted world. Here is the woman tormented by dreams and questions of her own -  
questions of service and self-determination, of history and memory, of the kindness or cruelty of fate. 304p. 2019. 

June 17, I.M.: a Memoir, by Isaac Mizrahi
In I.M., Isaac Mizrahi offers a poignant, candid, and touching look back on his life so far. Growing up gay in a sheltered Syrian 
Jewish Orthodox family, Isaac had unique talents that ultimately drew him into fashion and later into celebrity circles that 
read like a who’s who of the twentieth and twenty-first centuries: Richard Avedon, Audrey Hepburn, Anna Wintour, Mikhail 
Baryshnikov, Meryl Streep, and Oprah Winfrey, to name only a few. In his elegant memoir, Isaac delves into his lifelong battles 
with weight, insomnia, and depression. He tells what it was like to be an out gay man in a homophobic age and to witness the 
ravaging effects of the AIDS epidemic. Brimming with intimate details and inimitable wit, Isaac's narrative reveals not just the 
glamour of his years, but the grit beneath the glitz. Rich with memorable stories from in and out of the spotlight, I.M. illumi-
nates deep emotional truths. 384p. 2019.
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 Donations

General Fund 

Observing the yahrzeit of Ida Goldman
Rob Alpert

Observing the yahrzeit of Jesse Mohel, 
Observing the yahrzeit of Isadore Mohel
Muriel & Bert Brodsky

Observing the yahrzeit of Bernard Helfat
Robin & Jon Helfat

Observing the yahrzeit of Marion Hyland
Amy & Brian Hyland

Observing the yahrzeit of Alice Alpert
Rob & Lisa Alpert

 

Observing the yahrzeit of Beatrice  
Schulman
Elyse & Jim Lemonda

Observing the yahrzeit of Angie Miraglia
Observing the yahrzeit of Irving Zabelin
Deborah & Michael Miraglia

In support of PJC
Cheryl Littman & Brett Klopp

Observing the yahrzeits of Esther &  
Gus Cooperman
Roberta & Michael Cooperman

 
 

Observing the yahrzeit of Abraham  
Miller, Observing the yahrzeit of David  
Rosenberg
Susan & Len Rosenberg

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund

In support of PJC
Robin & Jon Helfat
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High Holy Day Donations

Members

Ellen & Marvin Makofsky  
Bennett Katz Foundation
Merrill Moccio  
Frann Ziskin  
Judy Keller    
Steve & Angie Klemes     
Susan & Len Rosenberg     
Tina & Avery Fuchs
Jonathan Klopp     
Mary Alice & Daniel Kohs
Cheryl Littman& Brett Klopp 
Arlene & Joe Labenson
Allison Roditi 
Robin & Jon Helfat
Sandy Lindenbaum
Bill Keller & Lynn Steinberg
Carolyn Horn & Larry Wallick
Stephanie & Adam Silverstein
Bayla & Herb Lovens
Janice & Gary Zeltzer
Renae Cohen & Arlene Wasserman
Dick Silverman & Karen Quesada
Fredda & Mark Meltzer
Nancy & Steve Kaplan
Ralph Katz
Marsha & Mark Marcellus-Appel

Non Members

Robert Walzer      
Gerald Borell
Kenneth Weisbrot
Toby & Norman Latner
Marc Reitman   
Nancy & Daniel Carazo
Jill King & Bart Wulle   
Sandra Heiman  
Jason & Erin Thrope     
Lawrence & Deborah Kaufner
Marshall Krauthamer      
Linda & Jeff Gass 
Linda & Jeff Alpern     
Bruce & Jacquelyn Orkin
Abbe Gail Gross    
Leonie & Lorry Rubin
Barbara & Richard Neuman    
Lee & Lisa Gurevich
David Kellman    
Hillary Waxman
Susan & Paul Thomson      
Kay Ray
Carol Kratenstein   
Steve Blumenthal
Lucille Rabinowitz 
Andrea Dresdale

 
 
Stephen Spector  
Lenore Bronstein
Jacqueline & Philip Becker   
Judith Summers
Cheryl Podolsky               
Bruce & Terri Frey
Susan Bernstein          
Nina & Randi Liebler
Sharon Wisla      
Janet Effman
Leon Gewolb   
Carol Cohn
Molly Klemes
Martha & Robert Klein
Karen Landy
Bruce Jerome Kinon
Gloria Becker
Maury & Susan Maniff
Donna Feinberg
Suzanne Liff
Lawrence Maurer
Eugene Ferkauf
N. Later
L. Kaufer
M. Reitman



18  |  Port Jewish Center www.portjewishcenter.org

Happy Birthday to Us —  January/February Birthdays

1/1 Arnie Sucher
1/4 Nancy Federlein
1/6 Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf
1/8 Aaron Orlick
1/7 Remy Einbender
1/10 Carly Feldman
1/10 Stephanie Silverstein
1/11 Hudson Goldson
1/12 Michelle Fried
1/13 David Cohen
1/14 Robin Helfat
1/14 Paige Silverstein
1/14 Brandon Schultz

1/16 Ira Lustbader
1/18 Herb Lovens
1/23 Ellen Makofsky
1/25 Matthew Kepke
1/27 Michael Cooperman
1/29 Noah Kepke
1/30 Susanne Pugliese
1/31 Arlene Wasserman
2/4 Jacob Lenter
2/7 Steven Bernhard
2/7 Elyse Lemonda
2/9 Alexandra Abend
2/10 Emma Levin

2/10 Jerry Borell
2/14 Avery Fuchs
2/15 Muriel Brodsky
2/15 Hillary Beberman
2/15 Joey Muro
2/15 Lauren Scharfstein
2/16 Macha Einbender
2/17 Joan Charney
2/21 Elena Kogan
2/21 Rachel Silberg
2/21 Gail Thrope
2/22 Sara Lucks

View From the Board

On November 19, 2019, the Board of Trustees held a regular, monthly meeting. After procedural matters were concluded, the 
Co-Presidents presented their report. A discussion about the Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Service/Mitzvah Day took place. On 
January 20, 2020, PJC will be joining with other Jewish synagogues in Port doing various activities with goals to give back to the 
community. Debbie Silberg will be organizing activities at PJC, including a coin roll, knitting projects, a Crayons for Children proj-
ect and cooking lasagnas. On April 20, 2020, a special Yom Hashoah Holocaust Remembrance Day service will be held at PJC. 

Gail Thrope shared with the Board experiences she and other congregants had on the synagogue’s recent trip to Israel. It was won-
derful to hear about the significance the trip had for so many.  We are happy to report that PJC remains in good financial condi-
tion. While our collections of dues and tuition are slightly ahead of last year, a significant effort still remains to collect outstanding 
amounts. Generous contributions during the High Holidays were more than last year. 

The Board was joined by Adam Silverstein, Former President and Chairman of the Jubilee Fundraising Committee. The Board 
discussed finding a focused goal of the campaign along with determining a fundraising target. 

The Board also discussed the plans to renovate PJC’s lobby in the near future. 

The next monthly Board meeting is scheduled for January 13 at 7:30 pm. The Annual Meeting date is set for June 11, 2020. 
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Advertising Opportunity 

Do you have a business or service you would like to advertise in this newsletter? Display your business card in the PJC  
newsletter for one year. Fees: $75 for members, $125 for non-members. Contact Cindy in the office at 944-7202. 
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Humor Column

Mr. Fischer enters the offices of the burial society to inquire about funeral arrangements for his wife. 
"Your wife?" asks the secretary. "But didn't we bury her last year?"
Sighing, Fishcer notes, "That was my first wife. I'm talking about my seoond wife."
"Oh, I didn't know you remarried. Mazel tov!"

If my therory of relativity is proven successful, Germany will claim me as a German and France will declare that I am a citizen of 
the world. If my theory should prove to be untrue, then France will say I am a German, and Germany will say I am a Jew. 
 - Albert Einstein



open arms • open minds • open hearts January/February 2020

January Yahrtzeits

Zichronam livrachah.
May their memories 

be a blessing 
for us all.

To be read January 3
Jan 1  William R. Pabst Jr. Father of Sarah Hogenauer

To be read January 10
Jan 5  Jacob Belofsky  Father of Bayla Lovens 
Jan 6  Allen Goldberger  Brother in law of Stuart Morgenstern 
Jan 6  Bertha Strauss  Mother in law of Evelyn Strauss 
Jan 7  Lillian Garfinkel  Sister in law of Jerry Halm 
Jan 10 Edith Millman  Mother of Nancy Kaplan 
Jan 10 Ruth P. Lorber  Stepmother of Daniel Lorber 

To be read January 17
Jan 11 Mayme Low  Grandmother of Corbey Hyman 
Jan 11 Hyman Polonsky  Grandfather of Bert Brodsky* 
Jan 11 Sy Solomon  Father of Nancy Solomon 
Jan 16 Charles Sperber  Grandfather of Elyse Lemonda 
Jan 16 Stella Appel  Mother of Marsha Appel
Jan 17 Hilda Polonsky  Grandmother of Bert Brodsky* 

To be read January 24
Jan 18 Edith Goldberger Mother in law of Stuart Morgenstern 
Jan 19 Sophia Orlowski  Mother of Steven Orlowski 
Jan 22 Robert Silverstein Father of Deborah Silberg 
Jan 24 Ann Brodsky  Mother of Bert Brodsky*

To be read January 31
Jan 25 Sadye Feldhun  Mother of Mina Bobek 
Jan 25 Irving Brodsky  Father of Bert Brodsky* 
Jan 25 Leslie Burns  Father of Barbara Lemyre, grandfather of Stefanie Seidner 
Jan 26 Estelle Kashdan  Aunt of Arlene Wasserman 
Jan 27 Irene Morgenstern Mother of Stuart Morgenstern  
Jan 28 Benjamin Millman Father of Nancy Kaplan 
Jan 28 Elsa Strauss  Mother of Stan Strauss 
Jan 29 Lester Kohs  Father of Daniel Kohs 
Jan 30 Mark Potak  Brother of Rochelle Potak

*Asterisks indicate that a loved one has been permanently memorialized with a plaque in the temple sanctuary.  
If you are interested in acquiring a plaque for your loved one, please contact the PJC office.
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February Yahrtzeits

Remember a Loved One

Our Memorial Board is a way of remembering loved ones and  keeping them in our minds when we are in the sanctuary,  
particularly during the month in which a yahrzeit falls. A plaque on our memorial board is a beautiful tribute to a blessed memory.

Please contact Cindy for more information.

To be read February 7
Feb 1  Samuel Morgenstern  Father of Stuart Morgenstern 
Feb 1  Shirley Adams   Sister of Barbara Becker 
Feb 2  Deborah Potak   Aunt of Rochelle Potak 
Feb 3  Nate Bernhard   Father of Steven Bernhard* 
Feb 3  Ernst Strauss   Father of Stan Strauss 
Feb 3  Elayne Zabelin   Mother of Deborah Miraglia 
Feb 4  Ruth Federlein   Mother of Jerry Federlein* 
Feb 4  Max Isaacs   Grandfather of Muriel Brodsky* 
Feb 4  Sylvia Makofsky   Mother of Marvin Makofsky 
Feb 5  Ralph Gebel   Uncle of Stephanie Silverstein 
Feb 6  Ann DeBruin   Mother of Lisa Alpert* 
Feb 6  Rabbi Solomon Friedland  Father of Judy Sofen 
Feb 7  Edythe Lucks   Mother of Stuart Lucks 

To be read February 14
Feb 10 Jack Klemes   Father of Steve Klemes 
Feb 10 Richard A. Luria   Father of Amy Luria  
Feb 10 Lauri Strauss   Daughter of Evelyn Strauss, sister of Julie Safran 

To be read February 21
Feb 19 Etta Charney   Mother in law of Joan Charney 
Feb 19 Beatrice Horton   Aunt of Sandy Hyman 

To be read February 28
Feb 22 Eric Seidner   Son of Barbara Lemyre, brother of Stefanie Seidner 
Feb 23 Miriam (Bula) Mayer  Aunt of Jerry Federlein 
Feb 24 Meyer Cook   Stepfather of Daniel Lorber 
Feb 24 Miriam Tekulsky   Grandmother of Kathy Bernhard* 
Feb 28 Mel Wallick   Father of Larry Wallick 
Feb 28 Samuel Greene   Father of Michele Greene 
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Port Jewish Center Organization

PJC office hours:
Monday 12:30-6:30 pm, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 am - 4:00 pm 
Port Jewish Center newsletter submission deadline is the 10th of the month prior to publication. 
Newsletter Editor: Susan Rosenberg 
Please send all submissions to: susanmrosenberg1@gmail.com 
20 Manorhaven Boulevard Port Washington, New York 11050, 516-944-7202 
 
Clergy And Staff  
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf | rabbi@portjewishcenter.org  
Lauren Chizner, Religious School Director | school@portjewishcenter.org  
Cindy Ellner, Office Manager | info@portjewishcenter.org  
Laurie Ellis, Bookkeeper | bookkeeper@portjewishcenter.org  
Marcelo Fernandez, Custodian  
PARTY (formerly PJCY) Advisor | party@portjewishcenter.org  
 
Officers  
Co-Presidents: Nancy Kaplan & Jay Beberman | president@portjewishcenter.org 
1st Vice President/Recording Secretary : Cheryl Littman 
2nd Vice President/Corresponding Secretary: Ilise Tow-Friedman 
Treasurer: Matt Kepke | treasurer@portjewishcenter.org 
Immediate Past President: Gail Thrope 
 
Board Of Trustees  
Steven Bernhard 
Linda Feldman 
Sarah Hogenauer
Adam Lenter 
Amy Luria 
Allison Roditi Josephs
Deborah Silberg 

Donna Berman, Rabbi Emerita 
 
Extended Family 
 
Do you know of a PJC member who is ill? Going through a difficult time? A death in the family? Please let us know so we can 
reach out. Call one of the following: 
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf 516-944-7202* or rabbi@portjewishcenter.org 
*select option 8 and follow the instructions to page the rabbi 
Co-Presidents: Nancy Kaplan: nakaplan@usa.net or Jay Beberman: president@portjewishcenter.org  
Or caring@portjewishcenter.org 



Port Jewish Center 
20 Manorhaven, Blvd. 
Port Washington, NY 11050

Upcoming Events 
 
Lunch & Learn       Book Club        Super Bowl Party 
Tuesday, January 7 & 21     Wednesday, January 15       Sunday, February 2 
            
Family Dinner & Siddur Shabbat   MLK Day - Mitzvah Day      Lunch & Learn 
Friday, January 10       Office Closed/No Religious School     Tuesday, February 4 & 25 
            Monday, January 20 
PJC at Dolphin - Shabbat               Cantor Concert w/ Ines Kapustiansky 
Sunday, January 12        Youth Service Trip to Puerto Rico     Sunday, February 9 
       Thursday, January 30-February 2 
Monday Night Dinner              Monday Night Dinner 
Monday, January 13              Monday, February 10


